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1992-A Crucial Year 

Dear Reader, 

In these eventful and memorable times there is hardly any year that Is not charoctertsod by 
unforgettable devefopments in various arenas of human activity. But there ore s^/erqi IndiCaJttM^ 
that 19% will b© out of the ordinary and might mark another mliesfone in India's social, ecooonfiic - 
and political history. Things are moving wtih o baffling ropidtty; in fact, thoughtful ciffesm. <3|»-Wieiil 
os thOMf who watch th© run of the ploy from the slcteftnes vYflhout InvoMhg . 

partteOn octlvtiv hdv© begih to wbrtder what the counlty Is heocHno fiM'. ■ . ! i > 

The CMeraftBponarlo Is highly dlsIuiblrTg; The road ahead Is strewn vvihnurTieroU8pliifti!fe.1h© l^^ ^ ' 
tom tto jtohdlx)^ hotlono) vireifcire is Ihof tereions, mistrust and lowlerahess c»e increaslhg in 
olmbsti every'■ 

Whet edn ectaer; dofiiciou^ men and women do in such a len^bfHfckien otoospheps? . 

They net ramoIntMp^ ploy C3 corrstrudive 1 ^ 

_i^C’.aA. Aa.' - _ _- » ' I ^ 1_4_ .j. ^ ' 
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READERS’ 

FORUM 

RESERVATIONS : A NEW TWIST 

Your Coi’er Story "Ri’sen’iitioui;: /I 
Ncu' l\vist" ("CM" Dec 91 issue) is ivell 
couceivvti and rationally presented. So¬ 
cial justice deiiiands that reservotions 
should he made for reliffioiis iiiinoritics 
also in vieio of their ecoiioiiiic and 
general backivardness. Some of the 
minorities are so ecoiioinically and 
educationally hackivnrd that despite 
having reservations in general, Ihcy may 
not he fully represented in various 
fields. For iiislance, Muslims arc the 
largest minority of this coiintn/ (12 per 
cent of the population) hut they have 
only T percent representation in govern¬ 
ment jobs. Diis is not jiistifiahle. 

In this connection, necessary 
provision may he made to ensure that 
people from well-off families do not get 
the henefit of reservations ei’en if they 
have the requisite certificate of helong- 
ing to a Scheduled Caste, Scheduled 
Trihe or any other backward com- 
iniinity. Moreover, unfilled vacancies 
should he filled by that particular com- 
muiiitif only. 

Slinliialiiiitpiir Mohd Khalid Khan 

Your Coi’er feature "Reservations ; 
The New Twist" is incisive and thought 
provoking. It is quite true to say that 
the upper caste people have for long 
dominated all Government, public sec¬ 
tor and private sector services. The 
other backward classes ivho constitute 
.52 per cent of the Indian popidation 
have got merely 13 per cent repre¬ 
sentation in the sen’tces. More than 80 
per cent of the OBCs live beloiv the 
poverty line. 

Our Constitution lays much em¬ 
phasis on bringing the deprived lot into 
the mainstream through reservation of 
jobs. The resen’ations for SC/STs have 
proved fruitful, though not to the 
desired extent. The reservation for OBCs 
is well within the framework of our 
Constitution. There is no denial of op¬ 
portunity unless the person who com¬ 
plains of discrimination is as well 
qualified as the persons who are stated 
to have been favoured. 

Reservations for SC/ST/BC should 
be provided only for those ivlw are real¬ 
ly doivntrodden, and for a specific 
period. The OBCs among the Muslim 
community should also be provided this 
facility zvithout considerations of 
religion. 

Bihar Shunt Mohd Naushail 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Social justice is an old and apt con¬ 
cept. Since the time of its inclusion in 


the Constitution, it has been sadly 
neglected. The really needy have been 
denied their dtu\ To improve the condi¬ 
tion of the down-trodden, the Govern¬ 
ment off and on granted some funds and 
issued directives. Surprisingly, the direc¬ 
tives proved fruitless and ine funds were 
pocketed by the middlemen and han¬ 
dling sections. The deprived and vul¬ 
nerable sections remain almost in the 
same place where they were. 

With the passage of time, the num¬ 
ber of socially backward has increased 
and their demands moved the Govern¬ 
ment and compelled it to do something 
for their uplift. So the reservation policy 
was adopted. Diis programme, designed 
to promote social justice, ivill remain a 
mere eyezousli until the monitors con¬ 
cerned keep Ihemseli’es away from cor¬ 
ruption and manipulation. 
lliK’gly Sanjov Chaiula 

In my opinion, our Ministers and 
other leaders, have a bag which is full of 
flowers scented with casteism, com¬ 
munal ism and favouritism. And on the 
outer side of the bag is written in i^olden 
letters SOCIAL fllSTICt:'. 

Bcgiisaitii Oni Prakash Aiuilha 

RHETORIC AND REALITY 

Your editorial "Rhetoric and 
Reality" reflects the insincerity of 
Government in implementing resolu¬ 
tions passed by the National Integra¬ 
tion Council. There is no point in 
convening NIC session and seeking con¬ 
sensus on burning national issues if the 
resolutions are not implemented effec¬ 
tively. Much harm has already been 
done ill Bitniab and Kashmir because of 
the escalating terrorism and yet nobody 
bothered to give due attention to these 
national issues which should have been 
given top priority. 

An atmosphere of < ooperation and 
mutual understanding should be created 
for amicable solution of these problems. 
Our leaders should avoid criticising 
each other and work together to resolve 
the issues facing the nation. Further, it 
is the responsibility of the Government 
to iiufileinent the C'ouiicil resolutions. 
Bombay An)ali M. Andrade's 

It is unfortunate that the National 
Integration Council picked up only the 
Ayodhya issue when the country is con¬ 
fronted with so many grave problems. 

In Punjab and Kashmir secessionism is 
posing a threat to unity and integrity. If 
the Council is sincere in dealing witfi 
our burning problems, it should cover 
all mind-boggling aspects of the situa¬ 
tion. 

The dangers of majority com- 
munalism call for a fresh approach. Un¬ 
fortunately, the communalists have 
gained a measure of respectablity be¬ 
cause of the willingness shown iiy 
mainstream political parties to col- 
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laborate with them. Therefore, any 
biassed appeal with a view to breaking 
up the countnt should be rejected out¬ 
right. This is possible only if the people, 
irrespective of their political, religious 
and caste affiliations, rise as one man 
against the monster of communalism. 
Naliiudti Anin Kumar 

After the dissolution of the Warsaw 
Pact the relevance of NAM and role of 
the U.N. have naturally become ques¬ 
tionable. The U.S. is now left as the only 
Super Power. Till now, the UN existed 
as a compromising organisation be- 
tu’cen the world powers, and non-align¬ 
ment as a movement kept some 
countries away from the rival blocs. But 
when one of the Super Powers had al¬ 
ready surrendered its authority, there is 
no question of any rivalrri or of any 
compromise. A notable feature of the 
post-Cold War ivorld is that everybody 
is in quest of peace and is supporting 
peace processes. The Middle hast Con¬ 
ference is another step towards peace. 
When ez’erybody is in need of peace, the 
responsibility of the UN and of NAM 
has decreased. T he future of the UN is 
becoming brighter and NAM as a move¬ 
ment ivill exist and its ideology will 
ever remain relevant. 

Pun Swavanif'iaya Sonajvili 

SATELLITE TV REVOLUTION 

In your special feature (December 
issue) you have overemphasised the 
threat of cable TV to Doordarshan. IW 
have the example of ,‘\IK. A wide variety 
of programmes are available to us from 
foreign broadcasting agencies. Most of 
these agencies arc broadi asting special 
regional language programmes for 
India. But have they materially affected 
the popularity of AIR programmes^ 

I am also doubtful about the 
popularity of satellite TV programmes 
in our countn/. The people like to see 
programmes which arc in tune with 
their culture. Die popularity of Doordar¬ 
shan serials depicting Indian past and 
ethics reinforces this argument. 

Vnniiuisi Riinjan Tiwari 

The feature 'Turning Failure into 
Success' (Nov '91 issue) was impressive 
and vert/ educative. I learnt a lot from it. 

Self-confidence, honest performance 
and regular duty are the keys to success. 

A strong will power is another way to 
succeed in life. Frankness and bright 
thinking help in achieving the aims. 

Many personalities in the world at 
present and in the past achieved their 
goal by these successful techniques. 
Likliisaroi Syed Naiyer Equbal 

I and many others would like to 
thank you for the Personality Develop¬ 
ment feature. Die feature on 'Turning 
Failure into Success' was enough to 
boost the morale of a friend who 
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couldn't wure the expected margin in 
an entrance examination. Many readers 
of the “CM" must have benefited from 
this article. The description of “CM" as 
a “Total awareness magazine" is perfeit- 
ly true. 

Pdmti Vij.iy L^k^l^ml 

WEST ASIA AND INDO-PAK TIES 

The West Asian peace talks should 
be an eye-opener for both India and 
Pakistan in resohing major issues like 
Kashmir, terrorism, etc, through mutual 
understanding. There should he scope for 
a nve-and-takepolicy, rather than 
adopting rigid stands. We could also 
utilise the good offices of the big powers 
for this purpose. The politicians of both 
countries should realise the difficulties 
of the people ivho arc the major suf¬ 
ferers. Let the intellectual class, par- 
tiailarly the student community, 
undertake the task of making the 
politicians realize the grave dangers of 
leaving these problems unsolved. 

Athgarh SiKlhttns.u St’khdr Mishni 

/ have been a regular reader of the 
“Competition Master"—the top calibre 
competition magazine—for the past 20 
years. I get in the "C.M.'^ what I cannot 
get elsewhere. I have passed many writ¬ 
ten examinations with its help. May 
this magazine remain forever the torch- 
bearer to knowledge-hungry students 
and their friend, philosopher and guide! 
Mnnnli K.K. SttoJ 

In the “Economic Scene" (Nov 1991 
issue) you haz>e given very important in¬ 
formation on BOP, foreign aid inflotvs 
and PDS. these topics are very impor¬ 
tant for almost all competitive examina¬ 
tions. 

th/dcinhid B. I'taghu Reddy 

You will be glad to know that I 
have been selected for the Bihar Finance 
Service by the B.P.S.C., Patna. I have 
been reading the Competition Master for 
the past five years. Yours is a complete 
magazine for G.K. and provides all¬ 
round information. 

Rnnclu Bra|Ni)nd,in Phakur 

The "C.M." IS very helpful and its 
articles and argumentative questions 
are timely. The Descriptive Questions 
feature is unique, No other magazine 
can compete with the “C.M." which is, 
indeed, a commanding Master for all 
competitive examinations. 

Berhnmpiir Rameshwar Clioiidury 


I May he you have rcLcnlly appeared in 
! any coinpetit'vi’ examination 
! We shall be grateful if you could '.end us 

! the question papers the original pafk'is will 
; be returned along with the fiostage ipeiil by 
; you. 

! Your gesture will be highly appreciated, 
i .. 
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Read Faster. Improve Your Memory, Concentration, Intelligence. Get More Marks. Build Self-Confidence. 
_ Avoid Mistakes. Discover Exam and Intervlevr Secrets. _ 

How to Use Your Mind Power to Study and Succeed in Competitions 


My name is Raj Bnpna. In this interesting article, ( 
want to tciUou about my powerful 224-page 

new hook "Kaj Bapna‘s Minu Power Study Technique^. 

llie book will help you in everything you want to 
\tu(Jy' Molh«malic$, English, Itislory. as well as IAS, 
PO, Bank, UPSC, SSC.IH*. PMTetc. 

Practical, Easy, Success-Oriented Book 
The techniques in the book are effective. They do 
not require hard work that makes you tired. And>ou 
can learn them quickly. \ leach no theory. Only the 
techniques that have proved effective for my.self and 
other students Originally, I lesearched these techni^ 
ques for my own use. Ilicy helped me succeed m com- 
pclitions and increase my salary, in 7 years, from Rs 
1000 per month (after Bt) to Ks 1200 per hour (in 
USA). Now you can easily lienefit from iny hard work 
and specialized knowledge. 

How to Read Faster and Understand Better 

Many of us read only UKlwordsner minute llic 
book will teach ytm the ‘ finger iccnniquc" which will 
prove to you in 30 minutes ihatyyfu c»m UtwOle your 
reading speed. 

Research has proved that people understand better if 
they read faster 

PROOF from USERS 

'Iliuiisandc ol users are already bcuefiiting from this 
puwcrlui new book Here is wh.it some f)f incm 
wrote to me 

•‘'lechniques arc simple, fast, and ca.sy Un¬ 
believably, I improved mv rcadinu speed fiom 75 to 
200 words per minute My son (class 4) improved 
his memory I Ic also iinpi oved Ins rcading speed 
from to lOO words pci minute ** 

- f'rof M f'hf), hmiierty a iLK/ifiU in 

♦"New appioaeh Very etfctlive and easy leclmi- 
ques for increasing the mental pt>wcr, which js 
proved i.)inually also" 

-Df ti L Dalul, MDBi, A/S, H.\l A/eJua/ CulU'ffe, IJJaipur 
♦“Helped me like a boon On the tirsl day, 1 im¬ 
proved my reading cflicicn* y from lOt) to 2!0 words 
per minute." 

Siihjifi ( hitiuUu \jhfKf, (/a>a (Bihar} 

♦"It was very beneficial lor my IAS exam " 

“ ftiij'hkani CttyukJiput (UB) 

♦"Int reused my reading speed 1007t and my friend by 
350% . Your reltixaiion techniques arc helping us 
in our studies." 

(t B T»\h Mudou, // BHt'. \'ani}wu 

♦T practiced some exercises and found them really 
powerful" 

- Rtij/it't.sh Raitia Bidur (Kantaiaka) 

♦"Your each lechiiuiuc has iiumediaic effect" 

- //fil<yu2 All, iK ktejui// Colhgi' Muijjjarpttf (UP} 


How to Improve Your Memory Quickly 

Of many easy techniques lu nnnrovc meiiwiry in niy 
book, two arc wieny explaintil heie 
First Without revision, we lorqet H.1‘/c in 24 hours 
Wc remember only 1891 after 24 Inmis 
It clearly shows that you must revise, I leaeh you my 
techniques called ".Sysicmam Revision" and Daily 
Routine' which arc fused on scientific research 
You will also learn to read f.istcr and to take 
memorable notes So, you will revise faster and 
lemembcr more in less time 
Second. Scientific icsearch tells us th.il we should not 
Study continuously for long nine But, for better 
memory, we should take resl'hrcak 1 leach you my 
technique called "Break Rouliiic' tot'cr the maiimum 
6enr/if Trom the breaks. This technique relays you, 
chanees your brain waves, and puts you in a "learning 
state . 

From today, for better memoty. you should revise 
more often, and also take rcsl/break when you study. 


13 Powerful Chapters tn the Book 

1. Learn IWo Mind Fimer Study Techniques In One 
Hour-And Quickly Improse Your Study Emciency 

• The finger technique to improve your reading speed 
quicMy: proof that you are capable of ac/imiiig much 
mors than what others have told you • The Daily 
Routine: your guide to super success 

2. Exaui Secrets for Getting More Marks 

e Do not eat just befoie an exam • How do ex¬ 
aminers correct answer papers, and how to use this 
knowledge ut gel more marks m For two types of ques¬ 
tions, you can even fool the examiner • would you like 
to tty meu-viiamins ,|o boost your intelligence tem¬ 
porarily diiriiig exam-days a 4 more topics 


Blo-Oata 

•World-famous author of 3 USA 
books; (1) Tricks of MS-DOS BNbV 

Masters. BEST-SELLER, Sams/ Mu. M OrW 
millan. 721 pages. $27.95 (2) MS 
DOS Developer’s Guide, 783 page-- 
$24.95 (3) Computer Professional ’' - a 

Guide, $24.95. [__ 

•Increased my tcadii^ speed from 72 
words to as fast as 1000 words per mmuii 
•Earned $50 (Rs 1200) per hour in USA. 1 leti U.SA, 
and returned to India to write this book and share my 
expertize in Mind Power Study Techniques. 

•Own a computer company in India which earned 
from USA, $ 14,000 (or Rs 3 2 lakhs) in 1991. 

•Spent $1300 (about Rs 30,000) on two seminars in 
USA to leam a new science of success programming 
called NLP. Was a member of the Society for Ac¬ 
celerated Learning ATeaching, USA. 

•B H from BITS Pilam'. M Tech from III' Kharagpur. 
Prestigious NTS scholar. Rank 5 in High School Raj 
board (95% m Physics, Math, Chemistry). 

•I.earnt TM of Mahesh Yogi, No-mind meditation of 
Gsho, Hi-tech meditation of Brother Charles, Com¬ 
puter meditation 

3. Read Faster and linderstand Belter 

• Understanding and taking care of your eyes • Ex¬ 
perience your mind power as a magnet • Expanding 
your peripheral vision • 2 more topics 

4. How to Improse Your Memory in a Surprisingly Easy 

Way 

• Systematic Revision and Daily Routine: The easiest 
and most powerful memory teihmques • 4 more topics 

5. Interview Techniques for Self-Confidence and Success 
n Interviews, group discussions, and public speaking 

• How todivehp confidence for interviesvs *2 more 
topics 

6. Some Techniques for Improving Memory, 

Cunceniration, and Inlelligenre 
a Take vitamins to improve the functioning of your 
brain and your body • How lo sleep well • Alpha- 
Breathing for relaxjtiuii: simplified pranayama and im¬ 
agination a Meditation an ancient technique for mure 
b.'ain power a Use Sri Yamra for developing your mmd 
power a Increase your inrelligence by Image Streaming 

• 3 more topics 

7. Hose lo Use Your Time in the Classroom for Success 

• How to get more marks in practical, internal, or 
laboratory exams, without any extra work? a How to 
benefit from your classmates' hard work a 6 more topics 

8. Mind Maps: A New Scienlific Way to Take 
Memorable Notes 

a Key concept-s and key words: the veiy nature of 
memory recall a Memory key words and creative key 
words a Tlie best way to take' notes a 6 mure topics 

9. Program Yourself for Success by Using the Power of 
Bellcrs, Imagination, and Neuro Unguistic 
Programming (NLP) 

a Entering the learning slate a Anchor yourself fur 
success while watching TV or liltns a J^stng music and 
relaxation tor mind programming • Changing beliefs 
and habits by using NiJ* a 4 mine topics 

10. Advanced Memoo Techniques to Remember Long 
Sequences, Spellings, and Complicated Things 

• The number-shape technique a The secrets of 
memory techniques n How to remember spellingi • 
How to cmich your vocabulary a 2 more topics 

11. Some Major Mistakes in Exam-Days and How to 
Avoid Them 

a 3 topics 

12. New Research in Brain Science Shows that You are 
More Capable Than You Think 

a Superlearning a Mind machines and computer 
meditation a 3 more topics 
13.32 Important Questions and Answers 

Sample questions me: a U it belter to study early m 


tic studying more efficiently than 99% of the students. 
So, your success in compeulions wilt greatly increase. 

I Teach the Best from India and America 
I combine the SOOO-year old Indian techniques with 
: lie latest scientific discoveries in brain research, nuiri- 
'lon (food use), psvchology (study of mind), and music 
in America and other countries So, these techniques 
.lie very very effective. 

Easy to Read and Benefit 
if you can understand this paragraph, you will under¬ 
stand the book. Oo not worry even if you are weak in 
English. You will surely benefit. 

VYhy Is Success So Difficult In India? 

Today, more than ever before, the competitions are 
very very lough. There are upio 200 or more can¬ 
didates for every single seal. So achieving success is 
never easy in India. But, you can cmickly learn and use 
the powerful techniques in my book. This will surely 
help you get .success. 

Toppers Are Not 2 Times Smarter. 

They Don't Study 2 Times More. But... 

Toppers are not 2 times smarter than you. Or, they do 
not study 2 limes more than you. 1'herc arc only 24 
hours in a day. So, it is not possible to study for many 
mote hours than other students do. Knowingly or un¬ 
knowingly, toppers use more of their mind power. 

Are you 100% we you understand fully that you must 
get the hook if you arc really serious about success. Get 
the book Don't wait. Don't delay. 

I Lost A Big Chance, You Should Notll 

I am asking you not to delay, because I myself made 
this serious mistake once while studying for HT, I 
wanted to take the best coaching. The cost was Rs 350. 
Just like many other students, / couldpuy the money. 
Rut 1 wa.s not sure if it could really help me Finally, 
after 3 months. I took the coaching. It xeu very good. 
My rank was 1102. I did not get admission to 
Electronics Engineering in IfT So I joined BITS Pilani. 

I lost a big chance because I was late in my decision. 
You should not loose any chance. Cet the hook. You 
will feelgood knowing that you are making one of the 
best investments for belter education and better 
job/career. 

Imagine the day when you will gel succe-ss. Your 
friends and relatives will come to your bouse and con¬ 
gratulate you. You will be proud of your achievement, 
I'hat day, you will really thank my book. 

31-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

Just use the book If you are not fully 100% satisfied, 
send the book in 31 days in us original condition and 
we will post a cheque for your money (minus stamps, 
handling). No questions asked. 

Not Available In Any Bookshop 

You can gel this book only from us by post. It is not 
available in any bookshop because they do not give 
money back guarantee. 


function belter and improve your KJ' • Does neat 
writing help get more marks? • Do examiners give 
more marks if you write more matter and fill more 
pages? • What type of music can help you remember 
octter and learn faster? • Why is if bad for you to eat 
just before going for an exam? • How, for two types of 
questions, can you fool the examiner and get more 
marks? • How can you gel mote marks in inlet- 
naVpractical exams without extra effori? 

What the Book Can Not Do 

TiKbookcanDOttruikeyouasuperman. Similarly,it 

can not make evttyone a topper. But with it, you will 


Ba'QS. Now for Only Rs 95. Save Rs401 
FREEGiftI! FREE Postagelil 

The price of the book is about Rs 400 in USA, 
England, Canada and Australia Bui in India, Nepal, 
and Bhutan, it is much less, only Rs 135. The book 
has just been published, so we are now offering you a 
discount price of Ks 95 only 

You can order the book in one of the two ways: 

(1) Send Rs 95. The posiaM is also FREE So total 
cost 10 you is Ks 95 only, OK 

(2) For VPP, send Rs 30 as advance. Postage is Rs 10. 
pay 75 to postman when you gel the book. For 

VPP, total cost to you is Rs IDS. 

We will also send you a beautiful color poster of Sri 
Yantra as our FREE gift. Sri Yantra is a 5000-year old 
symbol. Like yogis, you can use it lo improve your 
concentration. 

I ant sure you realize now that my mind power tech¬ 
niques can quickly help you read &ter, remember 
better, and get success m competitions. So, go the 
bank or post office, make your Money Order, Bank 
Draft, or IPO payable to "Mind Power Research In¬ 
stitute". Thf n send it to. Director, Mind Power Re¬ 
search Institute, P Mind Power Chambers, H.M. 
Sector 4, Udaipur (Ra)) 313001. 

Please write your full address with state/PIN neatly 
in CAPITAL letters. For MO. ple«e also write your 
address In "Space for Communication" at the bottom 

lfi)tllw.M.O.fe.nn'. 

Cofyri^ (C) Mind Pawer Basearch IntMutt 1991, 1992. 








EDITORIAL 


A State of Desperation 


J F there is any leader ofioorld status who is currently 
in a state of utter desperation because of grave threats 
to the unity and integrity of his country, it is Mr Mik¬ 
hail Gorbachov. For him the bells have begun to toll. 

And if there is any large country which is facing disaster 
and where the situation has lately been getting from bad 
to ivorse, it is the Soviet Union. The dismal develop¬ 
ments in recent months have been capped, from 
Moscow's standpoint, by the referendum verdict of Uk¬ 
raine—the largest entity in Europe—to become an inde¬ 
pendent country and snap its decades old ties with 
Moscoio. The verdict, though not unexpected, in effect 
shatters Mr Gorbachov's dream of having a united m- 
tion atid remaining its top leader. 

On December 4 Mr Gorbachov made a desperate 
plea to his countrymen to stay together in a Union and 
avoid secessionist drives that xoill lead to “clashes, even 
wars”. His plea amounted to an urgent attempt to save 
some form of a Union and what little remains of his 
authority. 'The immediate provocation was the prompt 
recognition of Ukrainian independence by Russia and 
several other governments. The woes listed by Mr Gor¬ 
bachov—if it disintegrated further—ranged from 
bloodshed and economic collapse to tardy development 
in science, technology and culture. “Things are going 
from bad to worse, he said in a statement circulated to 
all the 12 republics, not just those seven who have ex¬ 
pressed willingness to sign the treaty. 

The union treaty proposed by Mr Gorbachov is in¬ 
tended to hold the union together in a loose 
confederation. According to him, the break-up of such a 
multi-ethnic country will bring misfortunes upon mil¬ 
lions of people which will outMance all possible 
temporary benefits from secession. It needs to be noted 
that Ukraine's newly elected President has vowed not to 
sigh the union treaty. To make matters even more discon- 
. certing, Mr Boris Yeltsin, the Russian Federation 
{ President, clarified in an interview that if Ukraine does 
i^:0tSign the treaty, his republic won’t sign either. The 


stark reality is that Ukraine's departure loill remove the 
second strongest pillar proping up the tottering Soviet 
economy and effectively ruin Mr Gorbachov's plan to 
hold the once monolithic union together in a viable con¬ 
federation. There is also the warning given by the Soviet 
Foreign Minister Mr Eduard Shevardnadze lolio cau¬ 
tioned that the complex situation in the Soviet Union 
toould deteriorate rapidly if the new federal treaty is not 
signed. 

The declaration of independence by Ukraine is bad 
enough from the Kremlin viewpoint. It would be worse 
if, as is very likely, it provides an impetus to secessionist 
movements in other Soviet republics. The fact is that 
once such a process of breaking axoay from the centre 
starts, one never knoios where it will end. Groups and 
nations, especially the fiery disgruntled elements, often 
find scapegoats for their unhappy condition and for the 
host of problems they have to face. Inevitably, they blame 
the existing set-up and the leaders in power. They yearn 
for a change in the hope that their plight would somehow 
be redressed. The impact of Ukraine's exit on Mr ^ 
Gorbachev's future xoill become increasingly evident as 
the days pass, and it is not going to be wholesome. India 
stands to suffer in many xoays if Mr Gorbachov is 
reduced to a non-entity and if the Soviet Union breaks 
up. 

Ukraine has for long been the Soviet Union's bread 
basket. It produces one-third of the former USSR's 
foodgrains; it accounts for about one-fourth the total in¬ 
dustrial output. But these features are relatixxly less 
important than the military and nuclear aspect. The 
republic has major military bases on its territory; xvhat 
is more, about 4j000 nuclear devices are located in this 
republic. This foct is believed to have spread panic in 
many parts of the world. Since Ukraine possesses 
nuclear weapons which most other republics do not 
have, it might pose a threat, to peacHoffthg x^untries ,; 
The nuclear issue odM a houf and diac^^rtiag ditmp- 
swntothexwrriaomesityatim. : " 







/. • 


‘ __ coven FEAKRi 

Focus on West Asian Tangle 


Despite the prolonged efforts of the 
US, hacked perhaps inevitah!}/ by the 
Soiuet Union, there seems to be no end to 
the icy hostility between the Arabs and 
the Israelis. There is a frustrating 
stalemate at present. Hopes of a partial 
settlement on a proi’isional basis iivre in 
evidence at the historic Madrid talks 
held at the end of October. Howei'er, 
neither party budged from its stand. 

The major issues that have to be 
resolved are: one, return of Israeli-oc¬ 
cupied territory to Arab States; two, es¬ 
tablishment of an independent Palestine 
State; three, Arab recognition to Israel; 
and, four,an agreement to ensure lasting 
peace and stability in the region. 

"Peace in the Middle Fjist need not 
he a dream", said US President George 
Bush while opening the first broad West 
Asia peace conference in a generation. 
Soidet President Mikhail Gorbachov for¬ 
cefully seconded Mr Bush's call for a 
"real peace" in the troubled region. By 
their presence the txvo leaders lent pres¬ 
tige to the conference. But lasting peace 
is proi’ing elusive. Will it remain a mere 
dream? 

This feature is a comprehensive 
study of the problem. 

/. The Background 

F or over four decades West Asia 
has been one of the world's major 
trouble-spots. The traditional hos¬ 
tility between the Arabs and the Is¬ 
raelis may not end for quite some 
time, mainly because of the rigid 
stand taken by Israel which refuses to 
vacate the territory it occupied in the 
1967 war. This area, the Israelis con¬ 
tend, is vital to their security. The 
Arabs, on their part, assert—and 
rightly—that the occupied areas, 
Golan Heights, West Jordan and the 
Gaza strip, must be retuxned to them. 
Israel has been the aggressor; how 
can it be permitted to retain the areas 
which do not belong to it? The fruits 
of blatant aggression must not be 
retained or legalised. On the eve of 
the historic West Asia Peace Con¬ 


ference held at Madrid on October 
30-31, 1991, the Israeli Prime'Mini- 
ster, Mr Yitzhak Shamir, stated that 
Israel had no intention of giving up 
land as part of a peace agreement 
with the Arabs. 

Asked whether the Golan 
Heights would in any circumstan¬ 
ces Become negotiable, Mr Shamir 
said: "When we sit down with the 
Syrians, they are entitled to raise 
any questions, but I don't see any 
po.ssibility.....that we can give up 
this tiny piece of land that is essen¬ 
tial to our defence." 

The West Asian imbroglio is ac¬ 
tually multi-faceted. There are 
several parties involved and there are 
many issues to be resolved. Apart 
from the question of vacating the 
seized territory, there Ls the defiant 
attitude of the Israeli leaders who 
refuse to negotiate, directly or in¬ 
directly, with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Chainnan 
Yasser Arafat, though it may accept 
Palestinian represfentatives from 
other areas as its genuine repre¬ 
sentatives. 

II. Palestine Problem 

ALESTINE covers a historically 
important region of the Middle 
East that includes the modenr State of 
Israel and part of western Jordan. 
Since the region was split up between 
these two countries in 1948, the tradi¬ 
tional name Palestine is not officially 
used. The boundaries of Palestine 
have changed several times over the 
centuries, out it has always included 
areas between the Mediterraneen Sea 
and Egypt on the west, Lebanon and 
Syria in the north, Jordan on the east 
and Red Sea on the South. 

The region is often called the 
'holy land', sacred to Jews, Christians 
and Muslims. Because of its strategic 
location on routes between Europe, 
Asia and Africa, this territory has 
been the victim of invasion by out¬ 


siders since ancient times. Between 
World War I and 1948, Palestine was 
governed by the British under a man¬ 
date from the League of Nations. The 
best known cities of Palestine are the 
sacred city of Jerusalem, and the 
largest one, Tel-Aviv, now in Istrael. 

The Zionist movement for the es¬ 
tablishment of a national Jewish 
homeland in Palestine b6gan in the 
1890s. In 1917 the Zionist movement 
was recognised by the British 
through the Balfour Declaration. In 
the subsequent period the Jewish 
population increased steadily 
through immigration. The Zionist 
movement however was contradic¬ 
tory to the principles of Arabs who 
wanted an Arab State in Palestine. 

After the 1967 war several Pales¬ 
tinian nationalist groups emerged, 
including the Palestine Liberation 
Movement known as AI-Fatah and 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). The Palestinian adopted ter¬ 
rorist tactics, including highjacking, 
assassinations and commando raids, 
thus focussing world attention on 
their demands for abolition of Israel 
and resettlement of Palestinians in 
their homeland. 

In 1974 the UN affirmed the right 
of Palestinians to self-determination. 
But clashes between the Palestinians 
and the Israelis continued into the 
late 1970s. The Egypt-Israel Treaty of 
1979 called for withdrawal of Israelis 
from the Sinai, recognition of Israel 
and negotiations to settle the Pales¬ 
tinians was strongly opposed by 
other Arab cxiuntries. 

III. Mere Interlude? 

T would appear that Madrid was 
only another interlude in West 
Asian history which is a long stretch 
of deep-rooted prejudice and 
ephemeral peace plans, beginning 
with the birth of the Jewish State it¬ 
self. 

In November, 1947, when the UN 
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proposed Jewish and Arab States side 
by side, with Jerusalem as an intema- 
, tidnal city, the Palestinians and Arabs 
rejected the plan outright. When Is¬ 
rael was proclaimed in May 1948, fol¬ 
lowing the expiry of the British 
mandate, the Arabs invaded the new 
entity but in vain. Then onwards it 
was a long story of invasion, land 
occupation, and abortive attempts at 
peace. 

The year 1%7 offered perhaps 
one of the most tragic moments as 
well as an ideal opportunity. The 
Arabs fought one of the most self- 
destructive, mistimed war with Is¬ 
rael, losing land and lives. 

Following Israel's victory over 
Jordan, S^ria and Egypt, the UN 
Security Council pass^ the historic 
Resolution 242 which emphasised 
the inadmissibility of the acquisition 
of territory by war and the need to 
work for a lasting peace in which 
every State can live in security. It 
called for, among other things, the 
Israeli withdrawn from the occupied 
territories of Golan Heights, West 
Bank and Gaza strip. 

Resolution 338 only re-affirmed 
Resolution 242 and called for its im¬ 
mediate implementation. This still 
remains as a guideline for the peace 
talks. But Israel has always been 
lukewarm to it, while the PLO, in 
response to the famous initiative of 
the then Secreatry of State, Mr George 
Shultz, confirmed its acceptance of 
Israel's right to exist as envisaged in 
Resolution 242. 

The first international peace con¬ 
ference held in Geneva in the after- 
math of the 1973 war was doomed to 
fail from the very beginning. Spon¬ 
sored, like the Madrid session, by the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union, Egypt and 
Jordan came there on the condition 
that they would not negotiate direct¬ 
ly with Israel. Syria didn't come at all. 

After the ceremonial opening, 
the conference was adjoumea for the 
Israeli election, which was delayed 
by war, never to meet again. The only 
breakthrough was the Camp David 
accord in 1979 when the then US 
President, Mr Jimmy Carter, Mr 
. Anwar Sadat and Mr Menachem 
' Begin of Israel agreed on an Israel- 


Egypt peace treaty culminating in !»■ 
rael returning the Sinai peninsula 
which it had captured in 1967. But the 
clause in the treaty relating to Pales¬ 
tinian autonomy came to nothing. 

Many Arab politicians have used 
the enduring problem of Palestine for 
their own political ends—from 
Nasser to Saddam. But that doesn't 
alter the fact that Arabs have reason 
and legitimacy on their side. The 
basic questions the conference has to 
face are about Palestinian self-deter¬ 
mination, a Palestinian homeland, 
recovery of West Bank and Gaza, 
Arab recognition of Israel, and the 
status of Jerusalem. Israel too has a 
right to security. 

Since the Madrid conference was 
an American creation for all practical 
purposes, the U.S. undoubtedly did 
its best. But Mr Shamir show^ no 
signs of compromise. However, he 
has to reckon with the fact that none 
of his western friends are willing to 
endorse Israeli terms any more. Mr 
Arafat was not there but it was the 
PLO by proxy with which the 
hardline Israeli delegation led by Mr 
Shamir had to deal. 

Perhaps Mr Shamir should ac¬ 
cept what Israel's-celebrated novelist 
Amos Oz wrote three yeeirs ago. "The 
Palestinians are not our dark-skinned 
citizens suffering from discrimina¬ 
tion. They are a neighbouring nation, 
a defeated and conquered endimy. 
The name of the game is not equalis¬ 
ing or integrating Palestinians and Is¬ 
raelis. The name of the game is a 
two-State solution." To make that 
game a fair one, the Madrid sponsors, 
the US and the Soviet Union were 
alert referees, never fearing to show 
displeasure whenever the rules are 
violated. 

Of the two giants, it is the U.S. 
that is playing the dominant role. Ajp- 
parenuy, Mr Bush wishes to comple¬ 
ment the impressive U.S. triunron in 
the Gulf war with a signincant 
breakthrough for peace in West Asia. 
He is indeM setting the pace for the 
process and wielding the whip. 

The Soviet presence is notable 
more for its symTOlk value than the 
influence the truncated and distinctly 
weakened and battered power can 


exercise. It was Mr Gorbachov's first 
venture in global diplomacy after the 
abortive August coup in Moscow. 
Recently, after a 24-year break, Mos¬ 
cow re-established diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with Israel. 

Mr Shamir appealed to the Arabs 
to end decades or hostility to recog¬ 
nise the Jewish State and what he 
called its historic right to Jerusalem. 
"Let the p^ple in our region hear 
you speak in the language of recon¬ 
ciliation co-existence tknd peace with 
Israel", Mr Shamir said. Challenging 
the Arabs to drop their resistance to 
holding negotiations in West Asia, he 
said: "We invite our partners to this 
process to come to Israel for the first 
round to talks. On our part, we are 
ready to go to Jordan, to Lebanon and 
to Syria for the same purpose." 

Arab recognition of Israel, he 
said, was a more important goal than 
trading land for peace as advocated 
by the Arab delegations. The issue 
was not territory but our existence, 
the Israeli Prime Minister said. 

"We come to this process with an 
open heart, sincere intentions and 
great expectations", Mr Shamir said, 
"We are committed to negotiating 
without interruption until an agree¬ 
ment was reached." "There will be 
problems, obstacles, crises and con¬ 
flicting claims, but it is better to talk 
than to shed blood." 

IV. Israel and Syria Face 
to Face 

I SRAEL and Syria had their first 
face-to-face and prolonged talks at - 
Madrid, each side accusing the other 
of intransigence but saying that more 
meetings were likely.-The five-hour 
session, the first in the histo^ of the ' 
43-year-old Arab-Israeli conflict, dis¬ 
closed an enormous gap between the 
views of the parties. 

Israeli officials expressed much 
frustration after the meeting, com¬ 
plaining that the Syrians had reacted 
all their suggestions and insisted on a 
complete withdrawal ftom the Golan 
Heists. On the other hand, Syria's 
chi« negotiator complained thiat Is¬ 
rael refused to budge on the ter¬ 
ritorial issue and described the 
meeting as a waste of time. "Al¬ 
though we are not at all satisfied, we 
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will continue talking with them", he 
said, adding that no time or place had 
been fixed for the neixt round. 

The Israelis had expected a tough 
Syrian posture. The Israeli nego¬ 
tiator stressed however that 
despite the failure of the session, it 
was a breakthrough simply be¬ 
cause the parties had met for the 
first time to talk peace without the 
presence of mediators. "Wc have to 
register this fact with some satisfac¬ 
tion." But this whole meeting to a 
large extent, "is a cause for much 
frustration on our part because we 
raised a host of issues for the pur¬ 
pose of beginning a process of 
negotiations towards accommoda¬ 
tion, understanding, trust, con¬ 
fidence and peace." There were no 
handshakes, no smiles before, 
during or after the talks. He gave 
no indication that the progress 
made in the talks (held a few hours 
earlier than the session with the 
Syrians) with Lebanon and Jor- 
danian-Palestinian delegation would 
be jeopardised The Israelis com¬ 
plained that the Syrians kept refer¬ 
ring again and again only to 
withdrawal faim territories. "Before 
you withdraw from Golan Heights 
we cannot discuss anything", the 
Syrians repealeilly said. 

Israel and Lebanon: The West 
Asian republic of Lebanon occupies a 
strip of land along the Mediterranean 
Coast between Syria and Israel The 
country has been reduced to ruins by 
the tussles between the Super Powers 
(until the end of the Cold War), 
together with the internal wranglings 
between the Maronile Christians and 
Muslims. Moreover, Israel continued 
to raid Lebanon every now and then 
to counter the tactics of its enemies— 
the Arabs, the Syrians and the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
guerillas. The defeat of France in 
World War II sealed its fate in 
Lebanon which it had dominated for 
some time, and in Syria both of which 
were then occupi^ by the British. 
The Lebanese National Pact provided 
the basis for Lebanon's inde¬ 
pendence from France in 1943. 
Several polftical changes followed in 
quick succession. Palestinian com¬ 
mandos infiltrated into Lebanon 
from S)nia after the 1967 war. The 


Israeli raids were in response to 
Palestinian operations which led to 
much upheaval. 

After the 1970-71 civil war in Jor¬ 
dan, PLO transferred its head¬ 
quarters to Lebanon. Israeli raids 
continued; in a major commando raid 
in 1973 in the heart of Beirut several 
top Palestinian leaders were assas¬ 
sinated. Tension between the 
Lebanese army and the Palestinians 
erupted into a civil war. In the sub¬ 
sequent months there were appalling 
savagery and widespread clashes. 
Since the presence of a large number 
of Syrians in many areas of Lebanon 
was intolerable to the Israelis, Israel 
invaded the country in 1978. Tlje UN 
called upon Israel to withdraw from 
Lebanon, but the Israelis flagrantly 
violated the UN resolution and still 
occupy a pocket in Lebanon. The 
multinational peace keeping force 
posted there suffered heavily in their 
task and also in their status. 

Syria controls two-thirds of 
Lebanon while Israel holds Syria's 
Golan Heights. Syria apparently sees 
an advantage in remaining in 
Lebanon, being the only Arab 
country engaged in eyeball-to- 
eyeball confrontation with Israel. 

V. Bush’s Compromise 
Plan 

T Madrid President Bush called 
for an agreement on limited 
Palestinian self-rule on the West Bank 
and in Gaza within a year. He laid out 
a time-table for an Israeli-Palestinian 
settlement, urging a completion of 
terms for limited self-rule. This set¬ 
up, which would allow the Pales¬ 
tinians more authority over their 
day-to-day lives than they have 
under Israeli occupation, would go 
on for five years. But in the third year 
the two sides should begin negotia¬ 
tions for a permanent arrangement. 

He stressed the need to bolster 
mutual trust by making even "ter¬ 
ritorial compromises". Obviously, 
mutual trust can lie achieved when 
Israel halts new settlements of Soviet 
immigrants on the West Bank, Gaza 
strip and the Golan Heights. In 
return, stray attacks by Palestinians 
on' Israelis would stop, in accordance 
with the letter and spirit of the four- 
year old Intifada movement. 


"Success will escape us if we 
focus on what is given up", Mr Bush 
cautioned in a message to the twd 
sides that have been unwilling to 
give much ground. Mr Bush trying to 
coax Israel and the Palestinians into a 
limited accord, said what they 
worked out would not be binding in 
the search for an overall settlement. 
"These subsequent negotiations will 
be determined on their own merit", 
he said. 

Mr Bush reiterated the U.S. offer 
to provide guarantees, as well as 
technical and financial help to ease 
the way for the parties towards a 
peace settlement. He also urged 
Arabs and Israelis to take measures 
that would "bolster mutual trust", an 
apparent reference to U.S. sugges¬ 
tions that Israel freeze its settlements 
in the occupied territories in return 
for a Palestinian pledge to stop acts of 
terrorism against Israel. 

Speaking of peace rather than 
merely a cessation of the state of war, 
a durable peace implies the im¬ 
plementation of and respect for the 
rights of the Palestinian people", Mr 
Gorbachov said. He did not mention 
any specific Palestinian demands for 
sovereignty or a homeland. The 
Soviet Union would use its newly re¬ 
established diplomatic ties with Is¬ 
rael to "benefit the peoples of our two 
countries and the entire Arab world". 

The Soviet President, who won 
the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize for his 
role in ending the Cold War, said that 
rapprochement with the US had set 
the stage for ending remonal conflicts 
in West Asi^ Asia, Africa and Af- 

{ 'hanistan. It was our country that 
aunched the initiative to ena con¬ 
frontation and to join up with the rest 
of the world", he added. 

"It was the will of history; 
without an improvement, and then a 
radical change in Soviet-U.S. relsH- 
tions, we would never have wit¬ 
nessed the profound qualitative 
changes in the world that now make 
it possible to speak in terms of an 
entirely new age, an age of peace in 
world nistory", he said. 

VI. Arabs’Formula 

HE eight Arab countries which 
were allied with the USA against 
Iraq in the Gulf war proposed a set of 
sweeping defence and economic ar- 
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rangements for ptist-war West Asia. 
These proposals provide for con¬ 
tinued US naval and air support 
"over the horizon" and for stressing 
Self-determination for the Pales¬ 
tinians leading to the creation of a 
Palestinian State. But they made no 
mention of the PLO. An Egyptian of¬ 
ficial even said; "Yasser Arafat is 
finished." Observers hold the view 
that by aligning himself openly with 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
during the Gulf War, Mr Yasser 
Arafat ruined his future. As a result 
of the decision of Arafat and the PLO 
to remain on Iraq's side, the PLO's 
sources of income (contributions 
from the Arab nations) dried up since 
the war. 

Israel demanded that the Pale.s- 
tinian delegation should not have 
any Palestinian with PLO links or 
anyone from East Jerusalem (which 
was annexed by Israel m 1967), It 
would however permit the inclusion 
of Palestinians from Jordan in the Jor- 
dan-Palestinian team. This demand 
was obviously designed to decimate 
the PLO, and the latter was naturally 
shocked at it. It is well known that the 
PLO has been fighting for the cause 
of a Palestinian homeland for about 
four decades. It is recognised almost 
all over the world as the only authen¬ 
tic organisation representing the 
Palestinians. India is among the 
countries that treat Mr Yasser Arafat 
like a head of State. 

It would have Uxiked strange if 
the PLO had been left out of any in¬ 
ternational peace conference ex¬ 
pected to discuss the establishment of 
a Palestine State among other mat¬ 
ters. As Mr Arafat said recently, there 
can be no durable peace in West Asia 
without the PLO's close association 
with the process. 

The talks are delicate. Both par¬ 
ties are sensitive; so the negotiations 
may last for months, and even for 
years. 

It is the plan for territorial adjust¬ 
ments and compromises that has 
caused deep concern among both 
parties. Israel fears sustain^ U.S. 
pressure to compi'I it to eventually 
vacate the two pockets of Palestinian 
jiland. This is applicable to the Golan 
4*Heights area also. Mr Shamir has 
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pointed out that even a programme 
for removal of the Jewish settlements 
will require 34 billion dollars to reset¬ 
tle the residents elsewhere. The 
Syrians suspect that Mr Bush wants 
them to accept only partial 
sovereignty over the Golan Heights. 
In the name of security under that 
plan, Israel would maintain control 
over the area. The US accepts this 
interpretation of the provision. 

The Palestinians fear that they 
may be asked to give up claims to 
east Jerusalem as a part of the com¬ 
promise since they have no territory 
to give up. 

Well-informed people are of the 
view that Mr Bush is in reality skirt¬ 
ing a vital issue of 'land for peace', 
that is, Israel giving up the land oc¬ 
cupied during the 1967 war in ex¬ 
change of Arabs guaranting the 
seairity of Israeli borders.' It is, how¬ 
ever, doubtful whether this formula 
would be acceptable to the Arabs and 
the Palestinians. 

VII. Madrid Achievements 

OST people around the world 
have described the Madrid con¬ 
ference as fruitless and even a waste 
of time. But credit must be given 
where it is due. The eminently 
patient and repeatedly extended 
shuttle diplomacy in which Mr James 
Baker, US Secretary of State, indulged 
did not go waste. By bringing pres¬ 
sure in devious ways and on both 
Israelis and their rivals, the Arabs, 
comprising various groups, he did 
accomplish his aim of arranging a 
peace conference on West Asia. 'The 
fact that such a conference was in¬ 
deed held and that both Israelis and 
the Arabs attended it is in itself 
regarded by experts on West Asian 
affairs as an achievement. The fact 
that both parties agreed to hold face- 
to-face talks in Washington—^as the 
second phase of the Madrid con¬ 
ference—is another creditable fea¬ 
ture. For many weeks the Arabs and 
the Israelis could not agree on a 
venue; ultimately, as Dr Ghali of 
Egypt indicated, Washington was 
chosen as the venue by mutual agree¬ 
ment. Mr Shamir's plea for talla al¬ 
ternately in Israel and some Arab 
town was found unacceptable be- 


[ cause of its implication—Arab recog¬ 
nition of Israel... 

The Arabs joined the Madrid 
talks demanding the return of the 
areas seized by Israel in the 1967 war 
and also during the earlier wars since 
1948. Israel demanded the peace that 
has eluded it since its establishment. 
The third party to the talks, the Pales¬ 
tinians, sought to fulfil a centuries- 
old dream of a State of their own. 
None of these hopes v^ere fulfilled, 
though expectations were raised of a 
gradual, phased settlement despite 
the apparently inflexible postures of 
the various parties. 

ft is significant that while Mr 
James Baker tried to persuade the 
rivals to send their Foreign Ministers 
to the conference, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, Mr Shamir, him,self led his 
country's delegation. He was the 
only head of government to attend 
the conference which conference was 
formally inaugurated by President 
Bush and President Gorbachov. The 
parties concerned delivered their set 
speeches. But there were angry ex¬ 
changes between the Arabs and the 
Isaelis; each accusing the other of un¬ 
ethical conduct, deception and 
worse. Perhaps both President Bush 
and his Moscow counterpart had 
some basis for their optimism—"real 
peace, shared victory and territorial 
compromi.ses". 

Washington Round: After three 
weeks of disagreement between the 
parties over the location for further 
meetings came the announcement 
that the peace talks would resume in 
Washington. AU.S. State Department 
spokesman said it was important to 
get back to the bargaining table 
anyhow. The Israeli Prime Minister 
made a last-ditch effort in a meeting 
with the US President to have the 
talks shifted to West Asia. In a gesture 
to the Israeli leader the US authorities 
said there was no reason to exclude 
holding negotiations in that area at a 
later stage. 

Lebanon's Foreign Minister has 
predicted lengthy talks. He believes 
the conference would not be able to 
achieve major progress ih a few days, 
weeks of months. "All the nego¬ 
tiators carry with them-hundreds of 
years of coniflicts." 
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Small-scale Industries: Growth, 
Problems and Prospects 

'Industrialise India'. That has been 1 of the units have less than Rs 5 lakh 1 units. Unfortunately, they work at 


the fwlia/ of Free India over the years, 
but a sea chan^fe has been made only 
during the last feio months in the in¬ 
dustrial policy What is the future of the 
small-scale industrial sector? This fea¬ 
ture examines the question in some 
depth. 

I. Introduction 

N an under-developed country like 
India, which is labour surplus but 
capital deficient, the role of the small- 
scale industries cannot be over-em- 
phasi/ed Before embarking on a 
disaission on their growth, problems 
and prospects of development, a dis¬ 
tinction may well be made between 
the village and cottage industries and 
the modem small-scale industnes. 

II. What is SSI? 

T he village and cottage industries 
are mostly rural-base^. They use 
locally available raw materials and 
skills and traditional methods of 
production using mostly family 
labour. 

The modern small-scale in¬ 
dustries have been defined as those 
with investment in plant and 
machinery worth upto Rs 7.5 lakh. 
This pre-t‘t75 investment limit was 
raised to Rs 20 lakh in 1980, Rs 25 
lakh in 1985 and Rs 60 lakh in April 
1991. In the case of ancillary in¬ 
dustries, the investment was Ife 10 
lakh before 1975; it was increased to 
Rs 25 lakh in 1980, Rs 45 lakh in 1985 
and Rs 75 lakh in 199]. The industries 
with an investment of Rs 2 lakh in 
plant and machinery are categorised 
as 'tiny' industries. This limit has 
been raised to Rs 5 lakh in 1991. 

While the enhancement in the in¬ 
vestment limit for the various 
categories of industries m^ be jus¬ 
tifiable in view of the inflationary 
■prices of plant and machinery, it 
seems unreasonable when 95 per cent 


investment which is prescribed for 
the tiny sector. If the investment in 
land, building, utilities, equipment 
for office and transport etc is added 
to the present investment limit, the 
aggregate investment of a tiny unit 
would mount to around Rs 3 crore (!) 
entitling it to be categorised as a 
small-scale industry, and to avail of 
the SSI concessions. Even so, the rela¬ 
tively larger units m the SSI clamour 
for raising the investment limit peri¬ 
odically. Lost they should lose the 
concessions given by the government 
to the SSI, the small units refuse to 
grow and develop into large- or 
medium-scale industries. 

III. Growth 

HE modern small-scale industrial 
sector has registered phenomenal 
growth during the post-inde¬ 
pendence penod. During the period 
of one and a half decade, 1974-75 to 
1988-89, the number of small-scale 
units increased more than 3-fold 
from about 5 lakh to over 17 lakh; the 
value of output at current prices in¬ 
creased more than 14 times from Rs 
9-2 crore to Rs 131.4 crore; investment 
rose barely 7 times from Rs 2.7 crore 
to Rs 18.2 croie; and the employment 
was up about 300 per cent from 40.5 
lakli to 118.5 lakh persons. 

The growth in production has 
not only been in volume but also in 
the variety of goods productxi such 
as ready-made garments, leather and 
leather goods, wooden and steel fur¬ 
niture, electrical and electronic ap¬ 
pliances etc. About 35 to 38 per cent 
of the country's industrial output and 
about 40 per cent of exports are ac¬ 
counted for by the SSI sector. 

A notable fact is the elaborate in¬ 
stitutional structure that has come up 
over the years with the avowed objec¬ 
tive of promoting the small scale 


cross purposes rather than as com¬ 
plements to each other. 

IV. Problems 

HE small-scale industrial sector is 
beset with numerous chronic 
problems such as financial, organisa¬ 
tional, input supply, legal, product 
marketing etc. Lrt us now take up 
some of the problems. 

(1) Financial inadequacy: Not¬ 
withstanding the various measures 
taken the government to provide 
adequate and timely credit to the 
small-scale units, they continue to 
suffer from inadequacy of working 
capital. Case studies have revealed 
that the working capital sanctioned 
initially is even l^s than 20 per cent 
of the actual requirement. This 
under-assessment of the unit's re¬ 
quirement leads to industrial sick¬ 
ness. The problem of sickness is not 
tackled in the incipient stage but only 
when it aggravates. 

(2) Organisational flux; The 
organisational set-up seemingly 
presents an impressive array of 
elaborate measures for taking care of 
the various aspects of development 
of the small units. But the prolifera¬ 
tion of the institutions has made coor- 
dination among them very difficult. 
Secondly, they are not managed by 
professionals as the appointments to 
the top positions and at the lower 
levels in the corporations are, by and 
large, the result of political decisions 
and are not made on merits. Ineffi¬ 
cient and corrupt management is the 
end-result. 

(3) Industrial sickness: A 
major cause for concern in the growth 
and development of the small-scale 
industnes is the phenomenon of sick 
industries. 

(a) Sick units: According to the 
latest data available, there were more 
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than 2.5 lakh sick units in June 1989 
as against less than one la)^ in June 
1985. The bank credit locked up in 
these units was Rs 2,200 crore and Rs 
788 crore, respectivdy. Out of the sick 
units only alwut 15,000 or 6 per cent 
have been identified in 1989 as poten¬ 
tially viable. In other words, as many 
as 94 per cent of the sick units are 
non-viable which should be a matter 
of grave cpncem, indeed. 

Worse, even non-sick industrial 
units are having a hand-to-mouth ex¬ 
istence. Thus, "the overall health con¬ 
dition of the SSI sector is appalling". 

(b) Causes of sickness: The causes 
of industrial sickness may be clas- 
sihed into two categories; (i) External 
factors: These are non-availability of 
inputs like power, raw materials 
under the quota system, government 
policies affecting adversely the small 
units, recession in the market etc. 
These factors are neither under the 
control of the banks nor of the 
entrepreneur. 0/) Internal factors: As 
stated before, the stringency of funds, 
particularly the worldng capital, is 
responsible for the industrial sick¬ 
ness. 

The slipshod planning about the 
SSI unit by the entrepreneur is also to 
blame for it. He embarks upon the 
project without making a proper es¬ 
timate of the project cost, the working 
capital required and the dentand for 
the product. Lack of appreciation and 
willingness to approach the various 
problems in a determined way on the 
part of the entrepreneur also account 
for the sick units. These factors can be 
brought within control by suitable 
measures. 

(c) Correctives: Having stated 
some of the major causes of sickness 
of industries, we may now consider 
how the small industrial sector can be 
rehabilitated to sound health. 


Prevention-is-better-than-cure 
approach need to be adopted if the 
new SSI units are not to add to the 


gravity of the existing situation of 
lai]ge-scale sickness. Since the banks 
have to sanction funds before the 


units come into existence, the 
. Proposal for the loan must be proper- 
scrutinized and necessary 
ft^feguards provided against the an- 
problems. 



It may be emphasised that the 
lending bank must select carefully 
the entrepreneur for he/she is more 
important than the viability of the 
project. The assessment and projec¬ 
tions of an inexperienced entre¬ 
preneur cannot be taken at the face 
value but thoroughly scrutinized by 
the bank concern^. 

The government's fiscal and 
other policies should be reviewed 
and if necessary revised in such a 
way that they do not affect adversely 
the growth and development of the 
small units. 

(4) Legal hurdles: The complex 
rules and regulations have often 
resulted in avoidable delays in 
sanctioning the SSI units and in solv¬ 
ing their problems. The laws relating 
to labour, excise duty and various 
other areas have been the irritants to 
the entrepreneurs. In the new in¬ 
dustrial policy liberalisation is the 
key word and hopefully the 
entrepreneurs in the small units will 
heave a sigh of relief with the abroga¬ 
tion of the legal complexities. 

(5) Technology: Inadequate tech¬ 
nical support to die entrepreneur in 
respect or product identification and 
machinery installation has been a crucial 
problem resulting in delay in the iiKxier- 
nisation of industries as wdl as sbw 
growth. 

(6) Product marketing: The 
small units suffer from a number of 
marketing problems despite the ex¬ 
istence of various marketing or¬ 
ganisations to render them the 
needed help. 

(7) Infra-structure: The in¬ 
frastructure facilities in the industrial 
estates are far from satisfactory. 
Many small units have suffered from 
delays in the provision of infra-struc¬ 
ture facilities like sheds, water, 
pumps etc. 

(8) Raw material supply: The 
growth and development of small 
units is hampered by the non¬ 
availability of raw materials. Also, 
the poor quality of products of these 
units is attributable to the low quality 
raw materials and the use of un¬ 
modem technology. 

The small industry units are re¬ 
quired to pay in cash for the raw 
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materials and sell the finished goods 
on credit for a period extending over 
three to four months. Recently, the 
government has asked the large in¬ 
dustries to pay off the bills without 
delay. 

The host of problems are not in¬ 
tended to suggest that the govern¬ 
ment has not t^en any steps towards 
their solution. The government has 
actually adopted a number of well- 
meaning policies in this regard. 
These include reservation of 860 
items for manufacture exclusively by 
the small scale industrial sector, 
supply of raw materials by the State 
industries development corpora¬ 
tions, provision of concessional 
finance, marketing assistance and 
development of industrial estates. 

V. Prospects 

W HAT is the future of the small 
scale industrial sector? Not¬ 
withstanding the spectacular advan¬ 
ces made by the large-scale 
industries, the SSIs sector has made 
considerable headway and a bright 
future awaits it during the nineties. 
The large and medium scale in¬ 
dustries have been allowed 24 per 
cent equity participation in the SSIs. 
This will put an end to benami trans¬ 
actions in vogue and also ease the 
financial paucitf which has so far 
bedevilled the small units. 

The new SSI policy provides a 
boost to entrepreneurship develop¬ 
ment through training facilities and 
hence to the growth of the small scale 
industries. The policy lists measure 
for the entrepreneurship develop¬ 
ment programmes. 

The open door policy for in¬ 
dustry and trade recently promul¬ 
gated will widen the industrial 
horizons. With the wider exposure 
and competition, the small scale in¬ 
dustrial units will improve efficiency, 
produce more and betta- goods kee]^ 
ing, at the same time, costs at low 
levels. 

The new SSI policy promises to 
remove most of tW irritants which 
discouraged entrepreneurs to run 
into new ventures. The liberalisation 
policy aims at dismantling the 
regulatory regime and creates a 
friendly environment for the' 
entrepreneurs. 
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Problems before Human 
Civilization 


"Civilizations, like empires have an 
existence of their own, they grow, they 
reach maturity and then they begin to 
decline." 

—Ibn Khaldoun. 

H uman civilization, from its 
rudimentary stage to the present 
sophisticated one, has never been 
free of problems and pressures. It 
hardly matters now whether the 
problems were the result of human 
acts of commission or omission or 
they were the expression of nature's 
wrath. The challenges that appeared 
before each civilization, like ghosts 
from the graves, were daunting and 
daring enough to suck ^nd sap its 
energy which otherwise would nave 
been used to usher in the much 
needed eras of universal peace and 
prosperity. 

No doubt, human ingenuity 
knows no bounds and if it destroys or 
disfigures its own creations, it can 
also devise deft devices to repair the 
loss and make good the short-fall. 
Death and destruction, disease and 
disability, hunger and starvation, ig¬ 
norance and illiteracy, poverty and 
oppression; all these negative 

E henomena have co-existed with 
)ve and life, plenty and pleasure, re¬ 
search and scholarship, care and 
compassion, but till now civilization 
never faced the threat of near eclipse 
or awesome aberrations as it does 
today and the causes of this 
nightmarish situation are not far to 
seek. 

The present crisis is essentially 
that of excess. We have too much of 
many things—too trumy {Techie, too 
much of science research, more tech¬ 
nology than we need, far more lethal 
power than is good fwus. The notion 
that there is a crisis of the human 
environment is only partly true. It 


would be truer to say that there is a 
crisis of over-technology. Had we 
kept technology within limits, there 
would have been no pollution worth 
worrying about. Conservationists 
confess they are fighting a losing bat¬ 
tle and that much of humanity's rich 
heritageisdisintegratingbeforetheir 
very eyes because of wars, van¬ 
dalism, tourismandindustrialpollu- 
tion. 

The global climatic change is one 
of the most challenging ecological 
problems that we face because its 
solution is closely interwoven with 
worldwide economic growth, energy 
consumption, population growth 
and food production. It is unfor¬ 
tunate that societies invest in many 
programmes such as defence to 
protect against an uncertain but 
potentially dangerous threat. Invest¬ 
ing in strategies to slow gld^al warm¬ 
ing is a sort of insurance policy 
against catastrophes that have far 
greater odds of occurring than most 
events for which we buy insurance. 
According to Dr Munk, atmospheric 
measurements of wanning have been 
made at 10,000 meteorological sta¬ 
tions but atmosphere is unstable in 
itself and subject to tremendous local 
variations caused by industrialisa¬ 
tion, urban life-style, pockets of 
dense population and even architec¬ 
ture. 

"The environment is a fragile one 
and it has to be protected." Dr M.R. 
Srinivasan. Till now pollution was as¬ 
sociated with belching chinmeys, fac¬ 
tory effluents, waste tips and open 
sewers with the blame laid squarely 
on industry and urban population. 
But, agriculture, too is a major cause 
of pollution. "It has not always been 
so. For the most part of its history, 
agricultuie has bem environmental¬ 
ly benign. But now the principal 


agricultural pollutants are agro¬ 
chemicals, mainly pesticides and 
fertilisers. The damage caused by 
pesticides is greater than might be 
expected. The reason being poor 
selectivity, dramatic increase in use 
and the 'insurance' use of pes¬ 
ticides by farmers who try to avert 
the worst possible loss." Prof Gor¬ 
don Convey. However, the extent of 
carcino-genicity (ability to induce 
cancer) of pesticides is controver¬ 
sial. The WHO believes there is lit¬ 
tle risk of carcinogenicity but the 
U.S. environmental protection 
agency has already identified 53 
compounds as causing either 
benign or malignant tumours. 

Besides the problem of en¬ 
vironmental degradation and 
degeneration that human civiliza¬ 
tion has to live and cope with, an 
equally serious and stifling in na¬ 
ture and numbers is the pnmlem of 
explosive population graph, most¬ 
ly in the developing countries, that 
has rendered all plans, program¬ 
mes and policies go astray and 
awry. The alarming rise in popula¬ 
tion has not only led to faster ex¬ 
ploitation and use of natural 
resources but also to their mindless 
and thoughtless depletion with 
dangerous implications for the fu¬ 
ture. "In the final analysis, all of us 
are prisoners of our perceptions, 
watching shadows on the walls of 
Plato's cave—perhaps it is easier to 
reach some of the farthest planets 
in outer space than succeed in fer¬ 
tility regulation on our earth", says 
Dr Egon Diczfalusy of tl\e 
Karolinska Institute, Sweden. The 
WHO estimates global population 
in 1807 was one billion. By 1927 this 
had gone up to 2 billion; by 1960 to 
3 billiop, by 1974 to 4 billion and by 
1987 to 5 billion. What the future 
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holdb for us on this front, is too 
explicit .ind exacting to need any 
analysis or critical appreciation. 
Closely linked with burgeoning 
population is the problem of infant 
mortality, mal-nutrition of the new¬ 
born, ill-clothing, housing and 
schooling of children and their sub¬ 
sequent exploitation as child-labour 
and juvenile delinquents. 

1 lutnan civilization is confronted 
with another equally grave issue, 
which can be ignored only at our own 
peril and prestige. The care and con- 
, cefn for the aged who become swial- 
ly irrelevant and economically a 
burden on every society, irrespective 
of the complexion or geographical 
habitation of that society. 'Old-age 
homes' bereft of emotional and fami¬ 
ly ties may provide shelter to a few 
but to look after millions and millions 
of elderly people as members of 
civilised societies, is daily ptising an 
iasumiountable problem. 

Never before did human civiliza¬ 
tion confront such predicaments as 
global drug-trafficking and drug-ad¬ 
diction; terrorism, insurgency and 
militancy, kidnappings and abduc¬ 
tions, mindless murders and 
venomous violence as it faces today. 
Deeply concerned over increasing 
drug abuse and its ramifications 
across the globe, 150 member-States 
of the UN gave a political commit¬ 
ment to use all possible resources, 
financial and human, in the war 
against the production, use and 
smuggling of narcotics when they as¬ 
sembled under the auspices of UN in 
February 1990 and declared 1991- 
2000 as "Decade against drug abuse". 
The Colombian President, Mr V. 
Barco Vargas has already proclaimed 
"a new world war" against drug traf¬ 
fickers. In his words: "Wo, a com¬ 
munity of nations, find ourselves 
under assault from an international 
criminal enterprise that respects none 
of our norms of sovereignty, frontiers 
or laws. It is the insatiable demand 
for'drugs that fuels world terrorism 
which is one of the givat threats to 
democracy and rule of law anywhere 
and everywhere in the world." 

A number of countries that have 
' suffered the scourge of terrorism in 
9 ll its facets and forms, whether bom. 


bred and boosted at home or inspired 
from abroad, fully realise the gravity 
of the challenge and have prepared 
themselves for coordinated efforts 
coupled with concerted action to 
meet the menace which is at war 
against humanity and its time- 
honoured values. With its most effi¬ 
cient and upto-date infra-structure, 
the U.S. government is prepared to 
offer bounties upto $ 2 million for 
those who help the U.S. in the fight 
against terrorism. 

"As civilization advances, poetry 
declines." Technologically the cur¬ 
rent face of human civilization may 
have no parallel in the entire history 
of mankind but as far as excellence of 
creative imagination and aesthetics 
of 'seven wonders' and the like of the 
past are concerned, human hands 
and vision have yet to reach that state 
of .sublimity and add a few more 
modern master-pieces, not¬ 
withstanding its breath-taking and 
record-breaking achievements in al¬ 
most all walks of life. The Guinness 
Book of World Records may stand as 
testimony tt> the best in human en¬ 
durance and inventiveness yet the 
'golden ages' of the past are still the 
haunting as well as the taunting 
epoclis to be resurrected and relished 
again with all the electronic gadgets 
and technical know-how at our com¬ 
mand. Since every achievement is fol¬ 
lowed either by another milestone or 
set-back, as the case may be, the 
present human civilization finds it¬ 
self at cross-roads with many 
problems, like writings on the wall, 
staring and stunning our senses with 
questions that require immediate 
answers as also corrective and cura¬ 
tive actions. 

Excessive sense of insecurity and 
unbridled ambitions are leading to 
mental tensions and disorders, 
alienation and depression bordering 
on ridiculous situations where 
human relations have become artifi¬ 
cial and living nihilistic. Conflict and 
coercion are proving too strong to be 
resisted when superior powers are 
dealing with their opponents who are 
economically under-dogs and 
militarily weak. 'Might is righT is be¬ 
coming a rule rather than an excep¬ 
tion, not only among members of the 


same social/ethnic groups but also 
among nations. As far as individuals 
are concerned they are either the vic¬ 
tims of self-delusion or of the 
glamour of 'Yuppie culture' with 
'no time to stand and stare' and to 
watch and appreciate the 'eternal 
sights and sounds of nature'. At 
no time in the past was civiliza¬ 
tion conditioned by so many 'ifs' 
and 'buts' for its survival and safe 
passage into the future. 

The problems and ^issibiUties of 
human civilization, as it stands out in 
its glitter and get-up, are both stupen¬ 
dous and surprising. If it has given us 
the powers of giants and gods, it has 
also brought us to the brink where we 
can see the 'London-bridge falling' 
and human relations 'breaking into 
bits'—perhaps beyond redemption, 
reclamation and rehabilitation. What 
we find around our pygmy persons is 
not only the colossal creations of ages 
4?ut also the menacing monsters out 
to blunt our susceptibilities and sen¬ 
sitivities. We should not -forgot that 
our happiness and welfare, the es¬ 
sence and essentials of all civili7.a- 
tions, are assured only so long as we 
remain the choosers. The prerogative 
of choice is man's most treasured 
possession. It is precisely in this field, 
more than in any other, that an ubiq¬ 
uitous over-spilling technology has 
so thoroughly undermined man's 
freedom. Other kinds of freedom— 
political, economic and what you 
will—can be lost and won. But when 
man loses his freedom of choice, it is 
lost for ever. 

If the exciting edifice of human 
civilization is to be insulated against 
the greed of a few, each one of us shall 
have to take a vow to keep 'service 
before self', 'duty before dividend', 
'commitment before convenience' 
and 'excellence before expediency'. If 
the human race is to survive for 
long—pollution or no pollution, 
nuclear armament or nuclear disar¬ 
mament—it must wilfully and 
deliberately restrict the fruits of wild 
and whirling technology. An ancient 
Indian text says ft with consummate 
wisdom; 'This entire universe is of a 
piece. Do not covet it. Relish it with 
restraint." 
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Soviet Rebuff to India? 


For the first linic the Soi'iet Union 
luis ooted III fnvonrofa Pakistani resolu¬ 
tion on the nuclear issue and af^aiiist 
India. The resolution sou;fhl a iinelear- 
free zone in South Asia. Why has the 
Sooiel Union '-wikhed its stand on the 
issue? The yroyosition for i/fsi le^sion is: 
‘"I'he Soviet vote in favour of the Pakis¬ 
tani resolution on the nuclear tree zone 
issue is a rebuff to India and is an indica¬ 
tion of future fioliey." 

Mr A Sir, the St)viet Union's 

vote in fav'our t>f Pcikistcin's resolu¬ 
tion on the establishment ot a 
Nuclear-tree Zt>ne (Nl'7) in South 
Asi.i is evidently meant as a sharp 
reminder to India that there is a 
change not only in the vvtirld 
realities but also m the relations be¬ 
tween Moscow and New Delhi. The 
resolution is not a new one; in fact 
Pakistan has been moving almost 
every year, since 1974, a resolution 
in the UN General Assembly calling 
tor establishment of a nuclear-free 
/one. The resolution is supported 
by the v’ast majvirity of UN Assemb¬ 
ly members, but the Soviet Union 
until now had remained neutral on 
this i.ssue and abstained from 
voting. On November 11 last, how¬ 
ever, the Sviviet Union voted m 
favour (rf the Pakistani proposal. 
India has btvn virtually isolated on 
the question. The vote is a calcu¬ 
lated move, not a decision taken on 
the spur of the moment or a tem¬ 
porary aberration. India's stand is 
on principle, but it is a pity that 
only Bhutan and Mauritiu.s backed 
this country; all the others sup¬ 
ported the Pakistani resolution. 
India's stand is that as long as 
China, a major nuclear power, am- 
tinues to pose a danger in the 
nuclear field, it would be a security 
risk for India to give up its bomb op¬ 
tion. But other countries somehow 
fail to appreciate this standpoint 
and have fallen a prey to Pakistani 


propaganda. Tlie supporters of the 
Pakistani propvisai include 
Bangladesh (in fact, it was a ctv 
sponsor of the resolution), Nepal, 

Sri Lanka and Maldives. It needs to 
be recalled that early in |une, 1991, 
the Pakistani Prime Minister maile a 
subtle suggestion for a five-nation 
conference to be attended by India, 
Pakistan, the USA, the Soviet Union 
and China. The ostensible aim was 
to resolve the issue ot nuclear 
proliferation in South Asia. Indian 
sources described the resolution as 
subtly motivated and "old w’ine in 
an old bottle, not even in a new' 
one." The move was cleverly timed 
and the motive was political—to 
make a good impression on the US 
so as to pc'rsuade it to resume 
economic and military aid which 
hail been suspendeil in October, 
1990, because of Islamabad's 
nuclear programme. The US Presi¬ 
dent was unable to issue the requisi¬ 
te certificate recjuirevl under the 
Pressler amendment for including 
Pakistan among the countries to 
which L'S aid could bo given. Al¬ 
though the US generally welcomed 
Mr Sharif's proposal, it did not 
resume the suspended aid to Pakis¬ 
tan. But the vole vin the nuclear-free 
/one resolution may have notable 
consequences. Whatever the USA's 
linal decision, the Soviet gesture is 
likely to have an impact on future 
ties with India. It is certainly a 
rebuff calling for due note by New 
Delhi, in future also Moscow may 
vote against India. 

MrB In my opinion, w'e need 
not be in a hurry to draw the con¬ 
clusion that the Siwiet Union is no 
longer a dependable ally. Every 
now and then, Soviet leaders affirm 
their country's frieiidship with 
India. The 1971 Treaty of Friendship 
and Coerperation, recently extended 
for another 20 years, is pmof of 


Soviet intentions. The assurances of 
close and abiding friendship were 
renew'cd during the recent four-day 
visit of India's Foreign Minister, Mr 
Madhavsinh Solanki to Moscow 
(November 14 to 17). The Soviet 
foreign relations priorities are ob¬ 
viously under review. The develop¬ 
ment indicates that the time has 
come for a revision of India's policy 
also. Ot course this country's stand 
on the nuclear issue is based on 
principle; it regards the Non¬ 
-Proliferation Treaty (NIT) as dis- 
Icriminalive, one-sided and inec]ui- 
/ table. But India's position has bwn 
" weakened by the dc’cision of both 
China and France to sign the treaty 
and thus fall in line with the 
majority ot western countrit«>. India 
has to safeguard her own security 
and ne'ed not follow the path taken 
by the western world and China. A 
dramatic change has occurrcH-i in the 
global scHTurity, the strategic environ¬ 
ment in general and the nature of 
the nuclear dialogue a.s well as the 
entire quc'stion of disarmament. The 
end of the C'old War, the significant 
reductions in nuclear and conven¬ 
tional armaments announced by the 
USA rc'cently (the Soviet Union has 
assured a matching response) and 
the growing concern over the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons 
have radically transformed the pic¬ 
ture. There was also the discovery 
ot large hidden stocks of enriched 
uranium in Iraq. The situation has 
naturally been causing great con¬ 
cern among the leading powers. So, 
any move that is designi^ to 
eliminate the nuclear menace is 
readily welcomed by the USA and 
the Soviet Union which, in the new 
post-Cmlf war world, toes the 
Washington line in order to get 
more financial and other aid from 
the W^t. Since the USA had 
decided to back the Pakistani 
pmposal, the Soviet Union also fol- 
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lowed suit. So I feel that the Soviet 
switch in the vote on the nuclear- 
free zone issue need not be inter- 
pR'tecl ns a lasting rebuff to India. 
Probably, it is the compulsit>n of cir- 
cunvstances that has prompted the 
Soviet Union to cast its vote along 
with the U.S. The vote, I feel, will 
not adversely affect the Soviet 
Union's regional commitments. I 
don't think the Soviet Union is now 
concerned more with Pakistan's 
security and strategic concerns than 
those of its old ally, India. 

MrC Sir, my predecessor 
seems to be living in a world of 
make-believe, far removed from the 
harsh realities. Otherwise, he would 
not have failed to note the impor¬ 
tant change that has taken place in 
the international situation of which 
Pakistan has taken due note and of 
which it has made the liest use. It 
looks as if the Soviet Union, greatly 
weakened as it is, does not have the 
courage to stick to its old and 
repeatedly affirmed stand on the 
nuclear-free zone issue. Moscow's 
policy is no longer determined by 
Soviet leaders but is virtually dic¬ 
tated by US President George Bush 
assisted by Mr James Baker, the 
eminently successful diplomat who 
has been visiting various world 
capitals to promote the US policy 
line. India has been repeatedly out¬ 
manoeuvred in the field of interna¬ 
tional diplomacy. The first-ever vote 
by the Soviet Union against India 
has naturally hurt New Delhi, but it 
has to be remembered that India no 
longer occupies a place of impor¬ 
tance in the international arena. 

This country is in fact being 
repeatedly ignored and is widely 
regarded as dispensable. India has 
bungled in playing its diplomatic 
card at the appropriate time. Well- 
informed circles in India, including 
the experts of this country's Exter¬ 
nal Affairs ministry in the North 
Block, feel that the Soviet vote 
marks the beginning of a major shift 
from the traditional friendly rela¬ 
tions between India and the Soviet 
Union. Does the vote not indicate 
that the friendship between tjie two 
.iliountries can no longer be taken for 
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granted? The contention that Pakis¬ 
tan made the move in the UN 
without consulting India does not 
carry conviction. Why should Pakis¬ 
tan consult India against which the 
resolution is designed and with 
which its relations are strained? Be¬ 
sides, Pakistan was keen, as the pat¬ 
tern of voting has shown, to isolate 
India on the nuclear issue. Pakistan 
is fully aware of the stand taken by 
India which lias consistently main¬ 
tained that geopolitically, from 
India's viewpoint, the proposal for 
a nuclear-free zone in S. Asia is mis¬ 
leading if not distinctly deceptive 
since India shares a long border 
with China—a nuclear power 
whose arsenal is a massive one and 
not open to international inspection. 
Moreover, India would like any 
nuclear-free zone to cover the In¬ 
dian Ocean where Big Powers main¬ 
tain ships with nuclear warheads. 
Nuclear-free zones have been estab¬ 
lished in several other parts of the 
world following arrangements free¬ 
ly arrived at by countries of the con¬ 
cerned region. India has supported 
moves for global consensus in 
favour of such zones. In the case of 
the Pakistani move however there 
are many hurdles. 

MrD While 1 agree with Mr C 
that there are many obstacles in the 
way of India agreeing with Pakistan 
on the nuclear issue, my contention 
is that while the substantial extent 
of the Soviet rebuff and implied 
warning about the shape of things 
to come cannot be denied, it would 
be highly dangerous for India to ig¬ 
nore the real meaning of the Soviet 
vote. Nor would it be wise to rest 
content with the thought that the 
vote is only recommendatory and 
not binding on the General Assemb¬ 
ly. The fact remains that India has 
suffered a defeat and measures 
must be taken to refurbish this 
country's image in the international 
arena. At present the widespread 
impression is that Pakistan's resolu¬ 
tion is reasonable since it would 
check the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. India should become 
more active and expose Pakistan's 
hypocrisy. While advocating a 
nuclear-free zone, our neignixiur is, 
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persisting with its hectic prepara¬ 
tions for building a nuclear bomb. 

The latest report indicates that 
Pakistan has the requisite raw 
material and the sophisticated tech¬ 
nology for manufacturing 10 
nuclear bombs. Islamabad is 
earnestly pursuing its clandestine 
nuclear weapons programme. On 
the other hand, India's nuclear 
programme is based on certain prin¬ 
ciples—that nuclear energy should 
be developed for peaceful purposes, 
that nuclear weapons are abhorrent 
and must be eliminated and that 
credible security can be assured 
only if this issue is addressed global¬ 
ly. But Pakistan is having it both 
ways: it is getting credit for advocat¬ 
ing a nuclear weapons-frt'c zone in 
South Asia and also continuing its 
efforts to arm itself with nuclear 
weapons by hook or by crook. Per¬ 
haps India should learn a lesson in 
international diplomacy from the 
USA and Pakistan. The changing in¬ 
ternational situation certainly 
demands an adjustment in both 
policy and posture. Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachov, in a message to 
the Indian Prime Minister, has un¬ 
derscored the importance of accord¬ 
ing high priority to the Indo-Soviet 
friendship and cooperation. In an 
obvious attempt to put an end to 
speculation about the state of Indo- 
Soviet relations, following the 
Soviet note against India at the U.N. 
on the nuclear issue, Mr Gorbachov 
reiterated that India was an impor¬ 
tant country. The letter sent by the 
Soviet President was handed over . 
to Mr Narasimha Rao on November 
21,1991, by a senior adviser to Mr 
Gorbachov. It expressed the hope 
that in the coming months, the two 
countries would be able to sort out 
pending issues like the rouble- 
rupee parity, rescheduling of debts 
and continuing cooperation in 
defence. Mr Rao, in his message to 
Mr Gorbachov had recalled that 
November 26 would mark the 
fifth anniversary of the joint decla¬ 
ration made by him and Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, the then Prime Minister, 
on the principle of non-violent 
and nuclear-weapon free world. 

Too much importance need not , 
therefore be attached to the Soviet 
vote in the U.N. 



ARGUMENTATION 


Argumentative Questions on 
Social and Economic Problems 


The follawiii}’ arc the answers to fhc 
rciminiit;^ /rtt) questions of the paper set 
for the Reseri'e Bank of India Staff Of¬ 
ficers "Grade A" Examination held in 
June. 1991. Ansioers to the previous 
eif^ht questions were published in the 
"C.M's" November and December is¬ 
sues. 

Q. 9. (a) "Women are the most 
exploited class in society." Do you 
agree with this view? Why? 

(b) What measures would you 
suggest to improve their status? 

Ans. ((?) Life is tough for women 
in the developing countries such as 
India. Female children, according to a 
UN report on human development, 
get less toexi, less health care, less 
education, le.ss professional training 
and less pay e\'en when they work 
for longer hours than men. In fact, 
there is discrimination against 
women in almost all arenas of ac¬ 
tivity. There is exploitation and dis¬ 
crimination at every step. 

Since the attainment of inde¬ 
pendence in 1947, several laws have 
been placed on the statutc'-book in 
order to check the continuous dis¬ 
crimination against women and 
prevent their exploitation and im¬ 
prove their condition—the Hc|ual 
Remuneration Act and the Minimum 
Wages Act; then there are the IPC' 
provisions against murder, at¬ 
tempted murder and abetment in 
suicide. And yet discrimination 
against women continues. 

A recent study showed that in 
U.P. women Zari workers are paid Rs 
5 or so per day while men gel Rs 25 a 
day. Women in Bihar break stones in 
the scorching sun for Rs 3 to Rs 4 per 
day. 

Women are assaulted in towns 
and cities. Dowry deaths are on the 
increase even in cities like Delhi 
despite all the high sounding as¬ 


surances that effective steps would 
be taken by the Government to check 
the menace. Female infanticide also 
continues; even the obnoxious prac¬ 
tice of sati remains unchecked. 

I fully agree with the view that 
women especially Harijans, are 
the most exploited section of In¬ 
dian society. If this had not been 
so, they would not have suffered 
indignities and humiliation in 
homes and in the fields. Women 
are helpless members of society, 
by and large. Fxcept in advanced 
society, they are exploited by, 
ruthless greedy males. Maximum 
possible advantage is taken of 
their slate of helplessness and 
their economic distress in farms 
and factories. Fven in politics, 
political parties deny them justice 
and equal treatment. This is clear 
from the very small number of 
women who arc given the ticket 
by various political parties for 
fighting elections. The result is 
that the number of women in Par¬ 
liament and in the State As¬ 
semblies is very small,. 

(b) Measures to improve 
women's Status: The various 
laws passed from time to time pro¬ 
vide evidence of the intention, at 
least in theory, of the country's 
leaders and legislatures to im¬ 
prove the condition of w'omen in 
various arenas of activity. But the 
enforcement is poor. So strict en¬ 
forcement of laws for women 
should be ensured at both Central 
and State levels. 

This implies not only that full im¬ 
plementation of laws and regulations 
should be ensured but also those who 
ignore or defy the laws specifically 
designed to check the exploitation of 
women should be duly punished.Jt 
is a pity that offenders in this regard 
are seldom awarded deterrent 


punishment. Thus unjust and 
prejudiced people merrily exploit 
women and do not suffer any punish¬ 
ment for their misdeeds. 

There is urgent need to ensure 
that women are given their due place 
in society and in the governmental 
set-up, including the legislatures, ff 
justice is ensured to women at the 
top, the practice will in due course 
percolate to the lower and middle 
levels. 

There is also need for consistent 
propaganda in all parts of the 
country, rural and urban, to impress 
upon people that women have to be 
assured their rightful place in society. 
For instance, the proposal, much- 
publicised a couple of years ago, that 
.30 per cent seats in Icx'al bodies at all 
levels and in State Assemblies and in 
Parliament would be reserved for 
women, without further delay, 
should be enforced. 


SHORT NOTES 


Q. 10. Write notes on any two of 
the following: 

(a) Decline of leftist ideology in 
the communist world. 

(b) Industrial sickness and its 
consequences. 

(c) Need for alternative and 
renewable sources of energy in India. 

(d) Electoral Reforms in India. 

Ans. (a) Leftist ideology: Time 
was when communism and socialism 
\vere supreme in the communist 
world, especially the USSR, the East¬ 
ern Bloc, China and some other 
countries. But, owing to the flaws in¬ 
herent in the communist system, the 
ideology now stands discredited and 
has become the subject of widespread 
denunciation. Public welfare all 
round and justice—social, economic 
and political—were promised but 
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have n(H materialised. No one 
thought that within a few years of 
Mr Mikhail Gorbachov's rise to 
power communism would collapse, 
and yet this is precisely what has 
happened. 

Communism is dead in the 
Soviet Union. There is disillusion¬ 
ment and disappointment all round. 
Social and tvonomic welfare have be¬ 
come- illu.sory. Instead of adequate 
fcKid and shelter forall, there are soul¬ 
killing shortages, empty shop 
counters and long queues at ration 
shops. The theory and ideology of 
communism are shorn of content. 
The blame is inevitably put on the 
leaders, many of whom are suspected 
to have amassed wealth at the per¬ 
sonal level; there is believed to be cor¬ 
ruption and waste in sections of 
leftist st^ciety. This has capped con¬ 
tinuous mismanagement of the 
country's affairs. 

(h) Industrial Sickness; Mis¬ 
management, inefficiency, waste and 
excessive bureaucratisation, besides 
several other flaws, have caused sick¬ 
ness among certain industries. When 
the capital in\'cstment dtx's not bring 
adequate returns, when there is inef¬ 
ficient management, nepotism, ill- 
conceived policies, wrong 
assessments of market conditions 
and about the actual supply-demand 
equations, certain industries con¬ 
tinually run at a loss; there are not 
funds enough even to pay the labour 
their daily or monthly wages. When 
unsold stocks mount along with 
debts, sickness is the sequel. The 
banks decline to give further credit 
and loans to the defaulting firms. The 
Ciovernment has learnt a bitter lesson 
by taking over several sick concerns. 
The ill-conceived schemes for 
takeovers would not provide a solu¬ 
tion to industrial sickness. On the 
contrary, with very few exceptions, 
the position of the sick plants wor¬ 
sened and the Government has 
decided not Ui take over any more 
sick units. Such sickness in the case of 
the public sector has meant a heavy 
drain on the public exchequer. 

Industrial sickness is found in the 
private sector also. In such cases the 
owners—the inefficient lot—have 


been compelled either to auction 
their machinery and unsold stocks or 
to resort to insolvency. In .some cases 
sick units have been acquired by suc¬ 
cessful and efficient industrialLsts 
and made a part of their bigger fac¬ 
tories. Better management and good 
use of raw materials and labour have 
helped in many cases to transform 
the picture and have ended, or at any 
rate reduced, the intensity of the sick¬ 
ness. 

(c) Sources of energy: The re¬ 
quirements of energy in India, as in 
many other developing ctmntries, are 
met from a variety of sources—non¬ 
commercial ones like firewood, 
animal dung and agricultural wastes, 
etc, and commercial forms such as 
electricity, coal, oil anti nuclear 
power. While the non-commercial 
forms of energy have been tradition¬ 
ally used in India to meet the bulk of 
the rural energy demand, especially 
of the household sector, the most 
convenient and versatile energy 
sources in the country are considered 
to be coal, oil (including natural gas) 
and electricity. 

The main thrust of the energy 
policy of the Union Government has 
been towards the development and 
exploitation of indigenously avail¬ 
able energy sources, conventional as 
well as non-conventional, with a 
view to achieving self-sufficiency, ef¬ 
ficient utilisation of energy through 
elimination of wasteful uses, conser¬ 
vation and demand management. 
Since there is a perpetual shortage of 
electricity in India there is urgent 
need for alternative and renewable 
sources of energy. 

Electricity plays a crucial role in 
both industrial and agricultural sec¬ 
tors. Power development has 
naturally been given high priority in 
the country's development program¬ 
mes. But the power sector is highly 
capital-intensive. Investment in the 
sector constitutes a substantial share 
of the total outlay on Five Year plans. 
The available power resources need 
to be supplemented through nuclear 
power development because both 
wood and coal supplies are limited. 
There are ample nydel sources but 
not all of them can be tapped 


economically because of the high cost 
of electricity production and dis¬ 
tribution. , 

Despite the difficulties at the ini¬ 
tial stages, greater use should be 
made of solar power and wind 
power. Experiments conducted in 
areas where both (or either) of these 
sources is available in plenty have 
borne good results. Bio-energy is 
another source that should be given 
greater attention, bur it is nuclear 
energy that can contribute sig¬ 
nificantly to the availability of ener¬ 
gy- 

(d) Electoral Reforms in India: 

I The present system of elections in 
India is faulty and does not offer 
equal opportunities to all sections of 
society tt) fight elections. Money 
power and muscle power are 
predominant. The soaring election 
expenditure virtually queers the 
pitch for candidates having very 
limited resource. The well-off in¬ 
dividuals, and political parties 
having ample financial and other 
resources, have bright prospects of 
getting elcHTted. It is only in a few 
cases that poor people have managed 
to get elected to State Assemblies and 
Parliament. 

Inevitably, black money 
operators, the profiteers and law¬ 
less elements play a prominent 
role in the electoral process. There 
are numerous electoral malprac¬ 
tices in this country such as booth 
capturing, rigging, violence, pres¬ 
sures on voters of various kinds, 
including caste, communal and 
community pressures. All these, 
acting in combination, distort the 
electoral scene. 

Various committees and commis¬ 
sions have been constituted from 
time to time to suggest reforms and 
eminently practicable electoral pack¬ 
ages have also been presented by the 
Election Commissions, but for one 
reason or another the suggestions 
have not been implemented. 

A factor that distorts the elec¬ 
tion results an^ in fact the entire 
electoral process is the entry of a 
large number of independent cah*- 
didates. • 
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On Borrowing Spree 

Q. Explain the heroic efforts 
made by the government to have ac¬ 
cess to foreign funds from interna¬ 
tional financing agencies and other 
sources. 

Ans. The acute foreign ex¬ 
change liquidity crunch with foreign 
exchange reserves at the nadir in June 
last (Rs 2300 crore) was a tormidabie 
challenge before the present govern¬ 
ment. It however used it as an oppor¬ 
tunity to re-structure the derailed 
economy and launched a package of 
bold measures soon after it assumi’d 
office. 

The keynote of the economic 
reforms is liberalis»ition in trade and 
industries and competitiveness both 
internally and externally to beef up 
export earnings. The ultimate objec¬ 
tive is to offset the fundamental dis¬ 
equilibrium in the Balance of 
Payments (BOPs)’and to reduie the 
fiscal deficits to contain the intlation- 
arv pressures. 

Recognising the government's 
determination to rehabilitate the 
economy, the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank have ac¬ 
ceded to its demand for generous 
foreign assistance. With this has re¬ 
started India's borrovcing spree. But 
it is with a difference. India will no 
longer be living on borrowings as in 
the decade of eighties but will im- 
proN'c the repaying capacity of the 
economy through sustained develop¬ 
ment. This has been brought home to 
the international financing institu¬ 
tions—the IMF and the IBRD—at the 
4blh annual Fund-Bank meeting held 
at Bangkok on October 23-26, 1991. 

Tlie IMF has sanctioned on Oc¬ 
tober 31, 1991, the much-awaited 
stand-by loan of $ 2.262 billion. It will 
be released in 3 instalments over the 
next 20 months in support of the 
government's economic and finan¬ 
cial programmes. The first instalment 
of $ lOu million under the stand-by 


loan will be released by mid-Novem¬ 
ber, 1991. Subsequent instalments 
would follow in quick succession. 

The World Bank will also .sanc¬ 
tion a structural adjustment loan of 
,300 million dollar later in November 
199]. This will be a clear signal tt) the 
commercial b.mks in regard to the 
renewed creditworthiness of India, 
which had deteriorated in the first 
half of the current (1991) calendar 
year. 

The $ 2.262 billion stand-by loan 
arrangement will be reviewed in 
March 1W2 .ifter the presentation of 
the 1992-93 budget for conversion 
into a long-term low-cost loan under 
the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) 
scheme if the IM F is :,atisfied with the 
government's performance in im¬ 
plementing the economic reforms, 
reduction in fiscal deficits to 6.,3 per 
cent of Cross Domestic Product 
(CDP) and cut m the current account 
deficit. 

How much of F.FF loan will be 
needed? According to the World 
Bank estimate, India would need 
such a loan of 3-7billion fora peritxl 
of 3-4 years. Indications are that the 
loan will get the green signal from the 
Fund. Beginning with 3.7 billion in 
1991-92, it will taper off gradually, 
though, to $ 2.f* billion in 1992-93 and 
$ 2 billion in 1994-95. It will be com¬ 
pletely eliminated in 1996-97. It has 
triple merits: if will give India a 
greater leeway in the matter of repay¬ 
ment; it will have a low rate of inter¬ 
est of 0.3 per cent per annum and will 
not add much to the pressure of 
repayment of principle and interest 
on account of India's past debt of 
around $ 72 billion. It will be in addi¬ 
tion to the official projects aid, com¬ 
mercial borrowing and non-resident 
Indians' investments. 

The acknowledged critics of the 
government's deal with the IMF 
would ptiuncp on the severity of the 
reforms and letting the country be 


held to ransom by the Fund. There 
would be the question of pace of im¬ 
plementing the radical measures, 
apart from their nature. It must also 
be recognised that the borrowings 
from the IMF and the World Bank 
represent only a prix'ess of renewing 
the debts and the World Bank has 
projecttnl India's debt service pay¬ 
ments at an average of 25 per cent 
from 1991-92 through 1995-96. It is 
likely to decline subsequently if the 
assumptions of (net) export growth 
hold valid. Sustained growth will be 
contingent on the utilization of the 
fresh debts India is able to secure 
now. 

Agricu ltural S tr ategy Review 

Q. "The strategy of agricultural 
development in India and the re¬ 
lated policies necessitate a fun¬ 
damental review." (World Bank). 
Outline the policy changes needed 
for the farm development. 

Ans. Despite the umpteen 
measures taken for the development 
of Indian agriculture, it remains 
under-developed in terms of produc¬ 
tivity and unit cost. The World Bank 
has, in a recent report— liului: Coiiiitrif 
icovonne Memommium, 1991 Vol. 11 — 
pointed out flaws in agricultural 
policies and set out a set of growth- 
promoting measures. Tliese may be 
enumerated as follows: 

1. India has registered an im¬ 
pressive growth in fiKidgrains since 
mid-196()s. But it is modest compared 
to the performance in other Asian 
countries and to India's population 
growth rale of 2.1 per cent per 
annum. 

2. Growth is concentrated in a 
few crops and regions, mainly the ir¬ 
rigated ones. Diversification is im¬ 
perative. Since the new technology i.s 
responsive to adtx]uate and assured 
water supply, higher growth targets 
can be achieved by investment in ir¬ 
rigation projects and research to in¬ 
crease production in dryland regions. 
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Appropriately, the World Bank 
report says that the future grow th 
will come from intensifying produc¬ 
tion, increasing efficiency and shift¬ 
ing to higher-value crops. 

3. Protection of industries and 
trade controls have worked against 
agriculture. 

4. Greater participation of the 
private sector and less dependence 
t)n the State is suggested. 

5. The present economic crisis 
in India demands immediate reduc¬ 
tion of subsidies. Its benefit is derived 
by farmers who use improved inputs. 
Subsidies, according to the report, are 
crowding out productive invest¬ 
ments in irrigation and power infra¬ 
structure. 

6. The Public Distribution Sys¬ 
tem need re-orientation to prt)vide 
succour to the f,x)or. At present, it is 
concentrated in urban areas and forty 
per cent of the off-take of fcx)dgrains 
goes to benefit the richer forty per 
cent of the population. 

7. A hike in electricity tariff and 
fertiliser prices in a phased manner; 
increased incentives for rice, cotton 
and wheat production; reduction in 
protection for oil.seeds and sugarcane 
are recommended by the report. 

8. The World Bank suggests re¬ 
structuring of the fertiliser industry 
for reasons of inefficiency and high 
protection. 

9. The real public investment 
has declined and the private invest¬ 
ment has stagnated. With the result 
that the rate of capital formation in 
agriculture has fallen, says the report. 

10. With only one-fourth of the 
farmers using cooperative credit and 
barely four per cent using commer¬ 
cial bank credit, loan waivers and un- 
viable branch banking have strained 
unduly the agricultural credit system 
to the point of a collapse. Also, low 
interest rates and high loan default 
are hidden subsidies which benefit 
primarily the larger and wealthier 
farmers. 

11. The airal banking need to be 
consolidated by eliminating credit 
subsidies and making credit more vi¬ 
able. 

12. The composition of invest- 
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ment in agriculture by the Centre and 
the States should be reviewed with a 
view to rationalising public expendi¬ 
ture, eliminating spreading resources 
to cover inynads of small program¬ 
mes, with thin resources and 
prioritisation of activities. 

13. Increased access to land, con- 
solidation of land holdings and 
security of tenure are also recom¬ 
mended to ensure sustainable use of 
land and other material resources. 

To conclude, the agricultural 
policy has flawed on many a front 
and needs multi-lateral and radical 
reforms to make agriculture a key 
sector to leverage the economy to a 
higher growth path. 

Black Money—a Men ace 

Q. Write a note on black money 
bringing out its causes, cures and 
effects. 

Ans, What is black money? 
Simply defined, any income which is 
taxable under the tax law's but es¬ 
capes taxation is termed black 
money. The unscrupulous persons 
have through devious means and 
methods saved large chunks of in¬ 
come from suffering a tax and have 
thus accumulated tons of money, not¬ 
withstanding the efforts of the 
government to discourage thi.s. 

Though no firm estimates of 
black money are available, it is 
guesstimated around Rs 10(),0()0 
crore! It is a fabulous amount doing 
havoc. How black money is 
generated; how it can be disgorged 
and how it poses to be a menace, to 
the society are vital questions. 

Generation; The contributory 
factors for the generation of black 
money are as follows: 

1. High rates of direct and in¬ 
direct taxes breed tax evasion and tax 
avoidance. 

2. The economic policies such as 
industrial licensing schemes, strin¬ 
gent controls and complex rules and 
regulations lead to airruption and 
malpractices. 

3. Unconscionable expenses by 
individuals and political parties on 
elections to meet which donations 
and hush money are offered out of 
black money. 
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4. Inefficient and corrupt ad¬ 
ministration and poor tax com¬ 
pliance have also contributed to 
black money accumulation. 

5. Erosion of ethical norms and 
disregard for the laws have 
generated insensitivity to the tax 
laws so that tax evasion is no longer 
regarded unethical and does not 
carry any social stigma. 

6. Inflation has ^whetted the 
avarice for acquisition of black 
money as it helps to sustain and im¬ 
prove a given standard of living. It is 
both a cause and an effect of black 
money. 

Flushing out black money: 
More important than unearthing the 
black money is to stop its generation. 
An enduring method for that is to 
change the 'black' hearts, to reduce 
the lure for money and weallh. But it 
is not easy nor quick result-yielding. 
Better lax compliance through reduc 
tion in tariffs and effective enforce¬ 
ment c^f tax laws by the-authorities 
can be helpful. Punitive measures 
have proved less productive. 

The government has, in the past, 
declared many schemes to flush out 
black money but the results have fal¬ 
len far short of expicvtations. 

In the last (1991-92) budget, a 
new scheme for voluntary disclosure 
of black money was announced. Ac¬ 
cording to this, a person can make a 
deposit with the National Housing 
Bank by January 31, 1991. Forty per 
cent of such deposits would be 
deducted as a special levy for slum 
clearance and low-cost housing for 
the poor. The balance 60 per cent of 
the deposits will be withdrawable by 
the depositor at any time. There is no 
lock-in period. The depositor would 
be immune from enquiry and inves¬ 
tigation as to the sourre of funds but 
the monies net of the special levy 
would be subject to treatment under 
the Direct Tax Laws. 

Impact: The black money opera¬ 
tions have inflictexj disastrous effects 
on the economy. It stokes the amber 
flames of inflation; widens the inter-, 
personal disparities leading to social 
discontent; creates distortions in the 
economy; luxury goods abound, 
while the wage goods are scarce. .: 
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Positive Attitude is the Secret of 
Success 


Attitude of Expectation 

OW to do? To do this you should 
begin to develop an attitude of 
expecting to be happy, healthy and a 
fully functioning personality. Strike 
the 't' of Can't, leaving the great 
magic word CAN standing forth un¬ 
forgettably. This positive attitude is 
of vital importance in the art of suc¬ 
cess. 

You can develop an expecting at¬ 
titude by deciding to develop it. 
There is no secret way to have it. You 
simply decide that you are not going 
to be beaten down by anything exter¬ 
nal to you, that you ary going to 
shoulder responsibility for changing 
your life if it is not satisfactory and 
that you are going to do it whatever 
the odds. 

Remember, attitudes can be 
changed from negative to positive. 
This is the basic principle of Transac¬ 
tional Analysis, a new therapy in 
psychiatry. It has given a new answer 
to the people who want to change 
rather than to adjust to people who 
want transformation rather than con¬ 
formation. It teaches us that a person 
is responsible for what happens in 
future, no matter what has happened 
in the past. 

As Elton Truebkxid points out, 
"Man is a creature whose present is 
constantly being dominateo by refer¬ 
ence to tne non-existent, but never¬ 
theless potent future." Be closely in 
league with the future: no one can 
take it away from you. 

Don't Underestimate your 
Capabilities 

//Almost every man thinks too 
’ poorly of himself", deplores H.N. 
Casson. "He underestimates his 
bbain and his will and his stamina. He 
has no idea of what he can—if he 


dares." 

Your physical, mental, emotional 
and social capabilities are as good as 
those of the next man. Self-deprecia¬ 
tion undermines self-confidence. 
Avoid being victimised by your at¬ 
titudes or expectations about your 
physical health. Your own attitude 
can become the most potent medicine 
in the world. Dr Franz Alexander in 
his "Psychosomatic Medicine, its 
Principles and Application", obser¬ 
ves, "The fact that the mind rules the 
body is, in spite of its neglect by biol¬ 
ogy and medicine, the most fun¬ 
damental fact about the process of 
life."Health is a condition of the 
mind. 

Do not under-estimate your 
mental capabilities. If you believe 
that you are dumb and dim, you will 
perform accordingly. Says Dr Dyer, 
"There is a genius residing in you, 
and you can expect to let its brilliance 
surface or you can think of yourself 
as unfortunately ill-equipped by na¬ 
ture in the whole gray matter area." 
The stress is on you what you ex¬ 
pect from yourself. You can believe 
that it is going to be tough to learn 
something new, and you will find 
yourself experiencing the difficulty 
you predicted. Be confident that 
you can learn to do anything you 
choose. 

In emotional capabilities, you are 
inferior to none. Once again it all 
depends on what sort of expectations 
you have for yourself. If you expect to 
be depressed, anxious, afraid, angry, 
then you will make these conditions 
regular parts of your life. You are 
what you choose to be for yourself, 
and if you stop expecting emotional 
upset and instability, you will begin 
to take on the traits of a fully 
functioning personality. Get rid of 


emotional stress. Dr John A. 
Schindler, M.D., has suggested the 
following practical aids for doing 
so; 

(1) Practice thought control. 
When you catch yourself starting a 
stressing emotion like worry, anxiety, 
fear, apprehension or discourage¬ 
ment, STOP IT. Substitute a healmy 
emotion like equanimity, courage, 
determination, resignation or cheer¬ 
fulness. 

(2) Carry this idea every minute 
of the day: I AM GOING TO KEEP 
MY ATTITUDE AND THINKING 
CALM AND CHEERFUL RIGHT 
NOW. 

O) When the going is good and 
smooth, allow’ yourself the delightful 
feeling of being happy. 

(4) When the going gets rough, 
(0 Stay outwardly as cheerful and as 
pleasant as you possibly can. Lighten 
an awkward situation with a bit of 
humour, wry though it may be. iii) 
Avoid running your misfortune 
through your mind like a repeating 
phonograph record. Above all do not 
let yourself get irritated, upset or 
hysterical. (;//) Turn every defeat into 
a moral victory, (iv) Run these flags 
up on your mast-head and keep them 
flying. 

Equanimity. (Let's stay calm). 

Resignation: (Let us accept this 
setback gracefully). 

Courage: (I can take this, and 
more). 

Determination: (I'll turn this 
defeat into victory). 

Cheerfulness: (Bowed but not 
broken). 

Pleasantness: (Still good-will 
towards men). 
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Social Capabilities 

NCK aj’.iin the emphasis is on 
what you expect from voursolf. If 
you see yourself as clumsy, j^auche, 
inarticulate, fumbling, selt-con- 
scioijis, introverted and so on, you 
have unsocial expectations which 
will be followed by appropriate un¬ 
social behavunir. Your expectations 
for how you will function in your 
social structure will largely deter¬ 
mine what your life will be like. 
Begin to picture yourself as articu¬ 
late, creative or as anything else you 
want to lx‘. Do not be discouraged by 
a few initial letdowns; simply see 
them as learning experiencing, and 
get on with living /esttully. 

At the same time cultivate scKial 
courage. It is the opposite to apathy. 
It is the courage to relate to other/ 
human beings, the capacity to risk 
one's self in the hope of achieving 
meaningful intimacy. Social courage 
requires the confronting of two kinds 
of fear as described bv Otto Rank. 

1. The life tear —the fear of living 
autonomously; the fear of being 
abandoned; the need for dependency 
on .some one else. This is the fear of 
sel f-.ictua lisation 

2. The ileiith fenr —the fear of 
being totally absorbed by the other; 
the fear ot losing one's self (identity) 
and one's cnitonomy; the fear of one's 
independence taken away. 

Realistic Expectations 

OU must believe in the pt>ssiblity 
of realising your expectations. If a 
goal has been well chosen, your 
capabilities will enable you to 
achieve it. But your expectations, as 
reflected in the goal so chosen, must 
be realistic. It is futile and dangerous 
to undertake unattainable objectives. 
Failure can destroy self-confidence 
and energy. Goethe advises young 
poets attempt short pwms rather 
than epic. Samuel Butler advises that 
we must always eat the best grapes in 
the bunch first. If a task is too long to 
be accomplished at one stretch divide 
it into stagi’s: then give your entire 
attention to each stage. Do not look 
farther than e<ich stage, thereby fol¬ 
lowing the example of the moun¬ 
taineer who cuts steps in the ice 
refusing to look up at the heights or 


down into the depths because the 
sight of either wt)uld terrify him. 

Importance of Perseverance 

//No great achievement is possible", 
said Bertrand Russell "without 
persistent w'ork". If you want to 
realise your expc'ctations you will 
have to work w’ith dogged per¬ 
severance. If you persevere and fol¬ 
low up tirelessly, never even 
entertaining the idea ot being put off, 
then you will almost always emerge 
not only having reached your goals, 
but often having tar exceeded your 
initial expectaliims. As a Chinese 
prt'verb has it, "Nt)thing is difficult to 
a man who has persistence." Dr 
Christian Barnard who made history 
in medicine by his first human heart 
transplantation in 1^168, tells us in his 
autobiography, C hie Life (1 %9) that he 
hillowed his father's advice: "Stick to 
it and you will make it." In his 
autobiography Mi/ Life niul Work 
(1*174), Henry Ford savs that more 
men are beaten than tail: "It is not 
w'isdi'm they need or money or bril¬ 
liance or 'pull' but just plain gristle 
and bone. This rude, simple primitive 
power which we call, 'Stick-to-it- 
iveness' is the uncrowncxf king of the 
world of endeavour." 

Overcome fear of Success 

M an asserts himself in tw'o ways. 

One is to succeed, to justify or 
even exceed others' expectations. The 
second is to fail. By tailing one 
demonstrates one's own power, 
sometimes at the cost of total self¬ 
defeat. It is of utmost significance to 
remember that failure is a mechanism 
which is prikluctive and satisfying 
way of life for a large number of 
people. You may be one ot them. 

Many feel and believe that the 
higher you climb, the harder you fall. 
There is a similar psyche operating 
among others who want to pay a 
price for success and gix)d fortune. 
Their attitude reveals that somehow 
it is necessary to suffer in a huge 
measure for every bit of success and 
achievement. Such people fear that 
other people will resent their success. 
That every advancement will create 
hostility and envy. That every step 
forward will provoke some kind of 
reprisal or punishment. In such cases. 


failure becomes a kind of security 
blanket which provides familiar 
warm comfort. It also protects 
against the uncertain and eventful 
struggle which success involves. 

Many staunchly believe that am¬ 
bition is a dangerous thing. That the 
price of ambition is death. They fear 
that success will bring on them the 
revenge of gods. That by failing they 
are protex-ting themselves against a 
dreadful divine wrath. They thus 
hold them.selves bacTc even in this 
world where material success is the 
common denominator ot human be¬ 
haviour. 

Before you w<int to be successful 
you have to free yourself from these 
fears which have come down to us 
from centuries past. You must learn 
to stop punishing yourself. You must 
safeguard yoursell against subtle 
methods through which you 
sabotage your own success The 
methiKis employed are devious and 
complex. So much so that you mav be 
totallv unaware ol their, application 
in your own case. Tlu> instinct of self¬ 
defeat is strong and insidious. It 
operates through commonsense. The 
instinct to do nothing, to stay put, to 
accept the present, however hard or 
unpleasant, is stronger than the 
pi>wer to remove obstacles, to shed 
the fear of failure and succeed. Once 
it builds into the basic structure of the 
personality, it bexromes hard to slu'd 
it. 

Summing up 

You will be what you expect from 
yourself provided; 

(1) Your expectations are realis¬ 
tic; 

(2) Your aims are clear-cut; 

(3) You have no inferiority feel¬ 
ings about your capabilities, physi¬ 
cal, emotional, intellectual and social; 
and 

(4) You pursue your aims with 
dogged perseverance taking 
obstacles in your stride. Then in 
words of Martin Rhodes, "You can 
become the one person in a hundred 
who has the ininative to start things, 
the drive to pursue them, and the 
determination to get them com¬ 
pleted." 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ BY-ELECTIONS. MIXED VERDICT ♦ PUNJAB POLL EARLY IN FEB ♦ INDIA-NEPAL 
DIFFERENCES RESOLVED ♦ INDIA STICKS TO STAND ON NPT ♦ NUCLEAR REAC¬ 
TOR CONTROVERSY * BJP S WARNING ON N-ISSUE * SUCCESS OF OPERATION 
RHINO* SOVIET TUSSLE: IMPACT ON INDIA * DRIVE AGAINST KIDNAPPINGS 

* CAUVERY ORDINANCE QUASHED * PROTECTION OF WOMENS RIGHTS * 
POLITICAL CRISIS IN MEGHALAYA * TERRORISM. INDIA'S CALL TO UN * 
JHARKHAND STATE SOON * 


By-elections: Mixed 
Verdict 

HE by-elections for filling 15 Lok 
Snbha and 5(i Assembly seats held 
on November 16 yielded a mixed ver¬ 
dict and broadly repeated the results 
of the May-june general poll. 

The Congress has emerged as the 
top scorer in the by-elections in 14 
States, winning eight seats in Parlia¬ 
ment and 19 in the Assemblies. 1 he 
Janata Dal has three Lok'Sabha (all 
from Bihar) and nine Assembly seats 
and the BJP bagged two l.ok Sabha 
and 15 Assembly constituencies. 

The Forward Bloc and the 
Bahujan Samaj Party ha\'e got one 
l.ok Sabha seat each, the SJP five As¬ 
sembly seats and others, including 
independents, eight. 

Elections were originally 
scheduled for 16 Lok Sabha and 58 
assembly constituencies but wore 
countermanded in the New Delhi 
Lok Sabha and Agartalaand Allagad- 
da Assembly constituencies in 
Tripura and Andhra Pradesh respec¬ 
tively, following the death of can¬ 
didates. 

The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, created a record by 
winning the Nandyal Lok Sabha seat 
with the largest ever margin in In¬ 
dian electoral history. The first Prime 
Minister to contest a by-election, Mr 
Narasimha Rao won by over 5.8 lakh 
votes over his nearest BJP rival, Mr 
Bangaru Laxman. Mr Rao broke the 
record of the Janata Dal leader, Mr 
Ram Vilas Pa.swan, who entered the 
Guinness Book of World Records for 


his 4.7 lakh vote margin. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
secured an absolute majority in the 
U.P. Vidhan Sabha by winning 10 of 
the 17 seats in the by- elections. 

Among the prominent winners 
were Capt Satish Sharina (Congress) 
who bagged the prestigious Amethi 
seat, and the Bahujan Samaj Party 
leader, Mr Kanshi Ram, who won the 
I'.tawah l.ok Sabha seat. 

The Election Commission or¬ 
dered repoll in 310 Bihar booths of 
certain Lok Sabha constituencies. 
Rcpoll was also ordered in six As¬ 
sembly constituencies of the State. 

After the eh'ctions the party posi¬ 
tion in the Lok Sabha is as follows: 

Congress 231 (against 223 e.ir- 
lier), BJP 119 (117 earlier), JD 59 
(against .56 earlier), CPI (M) .35, CPI 
14, TD14, AIADMK11, EB 4 (against 
3 earlier), BSP 2 (against 1 earlier). 
Now there are 39 "others" and 27 
vacant seats out of a full strength of 
.544 in the Lok Sabha. Punjab and | & 
K seats ha\'e yet to be filled. 

Punjab poll early in Feb 

LECTKTNS in Punjab are likely to 
be belli early in February. The 
necessary arrangements for ensuring 
peaceful poll in the border State, 
which last elected a representative 
government in 1985, are now’ being 
made. The people of the State, who 
have been under President's rule all 
these years, will elect 117 members 
for the State Assembly and 13 mem¬ 
bers of the Lok Sabha. Indications are 
that besides the national parties all 
Akali factions, including pro-militant 


organisations, will participate in the 
elections. 

It IS learnt that during their 
uvent visits to the capital various 
/\kali leaders have assured the Union 
Home Minister, Mr S.B. Chavan, and 
the Union Communications Minister, 
Mr Rajesh Pilot (who have been spe¬ 
cially assigixed by the Prime Minister 
to oversee developments in the 
troubk'd State) about their decision to 
participate in the polls. Several top 
militants are also understood to have 
conveyed to the Centre their willing¬ 
ness to participate through their 
nominees in the electoral process. 
The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasim¬ 
ha Rao, had assured Parliament that 
regardless of the consequences, elec¬ 
tions would be held in the State 
before February 15. The 
Government's decision to hold the 
elections is part of the commitment 
made to the nation. With a view to 
ensuring that elections are free from 
violence, the Government has 
decided to beef up security in ail sen¬ 
sitive districts on the bi>rder. Deploy¬ 
ment of additional companies of 
CRPF and BSF, besides induction of 
troops to ensure sealing ot borders 
with Pakistan, are some of the 
measures already taken by the 
Government. 

Pressure on J.-K. Militants: The 
Jammu and Kashmir Governor, Mr 
Girish Chancier Saxena, said in a 
recent interview that the Govern¬ 
ment was pursuing a tw'o-prongcd 
policy for the early restoration of nor¬ 
malcy in the Kashmir Valley. Outlin¬ 
ing the Government's policy on 
Kashmir, Mr Saxena stated there 
w'ould be no lessening of pressure on 
militants but efforts would continue 
for talks with militant leaders. He 
said the Government was ready for 
talks with anyone who wanted to 
shun violence and to contribute 
towards normalcy. 

The Goc ernor did not find any 
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conflict or confrontation wlule pur¬ 
suing these two approaches. At tlie 
same lime it was to be understoiKl 
that guns alone could not solve any 
political problem. One had to come to 
the negotiating table. "Moreover, it is 
part of our tradition to sort out 
problems through dialogue and dis¬ 
cussions, which is the correct method 
in any situation." Hfforts would be 
made to wean away more find more 
misguided souths from armed 
militants and influence of Pakistan, 
and more channels of communica¬ 
tion fora meaningful dialogue would 
be openetl. 

Answering questions on an all¬ 
party meeting and the usefulness of 
traditional political leaders of Kash¬ 
mir m bringing about nonnalcy, Mr 
Saxena said that he did not want to sit 
m judgement. On securing the release 
of kidnapped persons, the Clovemor 
pointed out that the,so were delicate 
m.itters "The Government would ilo 
its best to sex lire the release of in¬ 
nocent hostages and w'ould hold 
talks with abductors." 0\er 50 
militants were released recently. 

india-Nepal differences 
Resolved 

S many as five agreements were 
signed by India and Nepal in 
Delhi on Di'cember 6 following the 
visit ol Mr G.I’. Koirala, the new 
rVime Minister ot Nepal, and a team 
lompnsmg some Ministers and offi¬ 
cials. The talks were cordial and a 
new phase of lies between the two 
countrii'S started as a sequel to the 
reminal of misunderstandings and 
the clarifications giv en by spokesmen 
of the two sides 

The Nepalese leader declared 
that no power could vitiate relations 
between India and Nepal. Problems 
might arise trom time to time and 
forces which want tv) create tensions 
might succix'd momentarily but the 
ties were strong ami dei'p-rooted and 
these could not be disruptevl. 

Mr Koirala referred to the 
security issues and the supply of 
arms to Nepal by China Such mat¬ 
ters should not be allow'txl to mar the 
mutual relations, he slated. 

The most notable of the agree¬ 
ments signed by the two countries 


was tlie one covering trade and tran¬ 
sit. The other treaties and memoran- 
ila of understanding covert'd water 
resources, agriculture, industrial 
development and provision of aid for 
various projects in the Himalayan 
kingdom. 

The new bilateral treaty on trade 
and transit (the issue had caused 
much tension recently) is for five 
years and taki's effect immediately. It 
includes all the elements contained in 
the earlier treaty on the matter. 
Several new facilities and conces¬ 
sions have been given to the 
Nepalese. These include cuts in duly 
and quota-free entry of Nepalese 
manufactured giKids into India. The 
far-reaching transit treaty is for seven 
years and simplifies customs and 
other procedures to help Nepalese 
importers anvi exporters. 

India sticks to stand on 
NPT 

NDIA has made it clear to the U.S. 
authorities that it has no intention 
ot changing its stand on the Nuclear 
Non-proliferation Treaty and the 
proposal for declaring South Asia as 
a nuclear-weapon-free /.one. U.S. 
Under-Si'cretary of State for Interna¬ 
tional Security Affairs, Mr Bar¬ 
tholomew paid a short visit to New 
Delhi on Nov 22. 

He accorded considerable 
priority to India .signing the NPT as 
well as favouring the move to declare 
South Asia a nuclear-weapon-free 
zone. The substantive talks were held 
between the then Foreign Secretary, 
Mr Muchkund Dubey, and Mr Bar¬ 
tholomew in the spirit of developing 
cooperation between India and the 
United States. 

The Indian side presented a very 
strong case to justify what it called its 
heightened reservations on both 
these proposals in the context of the 
U.S. itself suspecting that Pakistan 
has already developed at least half a 
dozen nuclear bombs. The Indian 
side also referred to the diminishing 
relevance of the NIT after Pakistan 
developed the nuclear weapons. 

The Indian side made it clear that 
the countries which were sponsoring 
the resolution on declaring South 
Asia a nuclear-weapon-free zone 
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were insensitive to India's 
geographical compulsions to oppose 
the move. India was not against the 
proposal in principle, but it failed to 
cover countries like China and the 
larger part of the Indian Ocean where 
nuclear weapons were already 
deployed. 

Mr Bartholomew wanted both 
India and Pakistan to talk to nuclear 
weapon countries like the USA, the 
Soviet Union anci China to help 
evolve an acceptable formula, which 
will satisfy all countries in the region. 
1 le appreciated the progress made by 
India and Pakistan in preventing in¬ 
duction of chemical weapons. Such 
record of goiKl and helpful ctKipera- 
tion should be extended to other 
fields as well. 

The Indian side explained the 
measures already taken to help con¬ 
fidence-building with Pakistan on 
nuclear, chemical and conventional 
armaments in the area. 

Nuclear Reactor. 
controversy 

T he U.S. and certain other sources 
have questioned the propriety of 
the proposed sale by India of a 10- 
megawalt research reactor to Iran. 
But the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) has no objection 
against the deal. The agency's Dirtx- 
tor-General, Mr Hans Blix. stated that 
Iran was among the 140 countries 
which have signed the Non¬ 
proliferation Treaty (NfT) and so the 
reactor would be subject to the 
IAEA's safeguards envisaged under 
the treaty to prevent diversion of fi.s- 
sionable materials to make nuclear 
weapons. 

The IAEA chief denk'd reports 
that the US was pressuring the IAEA 
to use its influence to ensure NPT 
non-signatories like India to join the 
treaty. Thailand is planning to set up 
commercial nuclear reactors to 
generate electricity in the next three 
years. It has currently a research reac¬ 
tor. "They don't have to go very far to 
gain experience and they could learn 
from India", he said. 

The Atomic Energy Agency is 
keen to extend technical assistance 
which was suspended after India ex¬ 
ploded a nuclear device at Pokhran in 
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1974. In the new climate ushered in 
by the US and USSR agreeing to 
destroy a major protion of their 
nuclear arsenal, there is a growing 
feeling of the irrelevance of nuclear 
weapons. This was good for non¬ 
proliferation; it could have in¬ 
fluenced Argentina, Brazil and Struth 
Africa to sign the NPT. South Africa 
has agrtx*d to provide all the original 
prcKluction to the lAKA inspection 
team for verification. There is 
speculation among the international 
community that South Africa has 
produced some nuclear weapons. 

The IAEA has not shillcxl its em¬ 
phasis from the promotion ol nuclear 
power to ensuring full safeguards. 
The increased allocations for the lat¬ 
ter activity was mainly to lake care of 
the newer members. 

The 1 Af:A has not made any sug¬ 
gestion to the UN Cleneral As.sembly 
about mixlilying the NPT to accom¬ 
modate India. The treaty has January 
1, 1968, as the cut-off date and those 
signatorie'i who have exploded a 
device prior to this date arc- free to 
pursue their weapons {Programme. 
India has termed this clause di.s- 
criminatory. 

BJP’s Warning on N-issue 

ME Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has warned the Congress Govern¬ 
ment that it should not agree to any 
regional arrangement as suggestcxl 
by Pakistan for establishing a nuclear 
wcapims-free zone (NVVEZ) in South 
Asia. Non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons must be global and must 
encompass both vertical and 
horizontal proliferation. 

Pakistan's efforts towards estab¬ 
lishing an NVVEZ was discussed 
during a recent meeting of the party's 
office-bearers in New Delhi. "Non- 
use of nuclear w-eapons must be 
bmught about under a global arran¬ 
gement and not a regional one. The 
BJP will not accept anything less", 
according to a resolution adopted at 
the meeting. Apart from the dis¬ 
criminatory nature of the Nuclear 
non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the 
US-Pakistan proposal would create a 
false sense of security in India, it .said. 

Pakistan, the party believes, 
could not be trusted not to use its 


nuclear weapons against India. 
Despite the Tashkent declaration and 
the Shimla agreement, that country 
was deeply involved in terrorist ac¬ 
tivities in Kashmir and Punjab. The 
efforts to induce India to sign the 
NH’ or be party to the "fraudulent 
proposal on a NWFZ in South Asia" 
had failed, so a new regional 
proposal had been lloatc'd by the US 
with the connivance of Pakistan, This 
proposal sought to get India to join 
I’akistan in signing an agrcH-ment on 
the non-use of nuclear weapon 
capability against each other. 

Under another proposal, the US 
would remain free to use nuclear 
weapons in other parts of the world. 
Moreover, the US and others would 
retain the right in the absence of a 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) to continue to refine their 
nuclear dec-ices and to prcxluce new 
and more sophisticated weapons. 

Success of operation 
Rhino 

ME latest reports indicate that 
"Operation Rhino" against the 
UTEA militants in Assam has been a 
success. I he Army adopted innova¬ 
tions on its combat techniques. At the 
tactical level the lessons of "Ofxjra- 
tion Bajrang " in Assam early this 
vear and "Operation Pawan " in Sri 
Lanka by the IPKF came in handy in 
this ofx-ration. 

It is the lack of strategic under¬ 
standing of insurgency that was been 
our Achilles heel. At the military 
level, it includes the fullest exploita¬ 
tion of propaganda and the media 
machinery, both print and electronic, 
to be a disadvantage of the elusive- 
insurgents 

U1 FA'S top cadre fled Assam 
since "Operation Rhino" was 
launched on September 14,1991. The 
Army has arrested several top ULFA 
leaders and members of important 
district-level ULFA commanders. As 
a result, reports of extortion and eex-r- 
cion have declined. 

The Army owes its success to im¬ 
proved intelligence collecting techni¬ 
ques, basic tactical drills, 
reconnaissance means and police 
para-military-army co-ordination. 
"Operation Bajrang", conducted 


from November 28,1990, to April 20, 
1991, had a strength of eight brigades 
(about 26,000 trcHips). 'Operation 
Rhino was launched with nearly 14 
brigades (about 43,(X)0 troops). The 
aim is to cover a newly 3,0(K) sq km on 
both sides of the Brahmaputra. 

The Army is deployed in 
"counter-insurgency grids" in their 
operational an.*a. These are based on 
the demographic patterns (implying 
the percentage of As.samese and non- 
Assamese in an area), probable ULFA 
routes and in areas where sym¬ 
pathisers are likely to be sound. 

Intelligence reports about ULFA 
an* gathered by the forces themselves 
through laboriously monitored ob¬ 
servation posts, day-and-night 
patrolling of likely ULFA movement 
areas and leads from interrogations 
of nabbed insurgents. Minimum use 
is being made ot outside agenciess 
like the IB and the State police. 

Soviet Tussle: Impact on 
India 

MERE is little doubt that the on¬ 
going power tussle between Mr 
Gorbachov and Mr Boris Yeltsin will 
have notable repercussions on India. 
The Soviets have new policy 
priorities, this is no secret. The 
prolonged struggle for supremacy 
between Mr Gorbachov and Mr 
Yeltsin threatens to unsetttle New 
Delhi's traditional ties of friendship 
and cooperation with Moscow. As 
head of Union, Mr Gorbachov still 
values the Indo-Soviet connection, 
but the strongman of the Russian 
Federation, Mr Yeltsin, is reluctant to 
commit himself to any course of ac¬ 
tion until India acknow'ledges him to 
be its valid and indeed the only inter¬ 
locutor in what remains of that 
country. 

India's dilemma is two-fold. It is 
impressed by Mr Gorbachov's con¬ 
ceptual design, vision and idealism. 
This prompts him to regard 
Moscow's friendship with New 
Delhi as a "strategic choice" and to 
view the Delhi Declaration as a 
"guide-post" for those who wish to 
work for a new genuinely equitable 
world order. 1 le believes that a sound 
Indo-SoViet relationship will help 
mitigate the difficulties in his own 
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country. 

Mr Yeltsin's entourage has made 
it clear that the Indo-Soviet relation¬ 
ship has lost its dynamism and 
momentum. 

The Indians seem to be con¬ 
vinced, however, that the power 
balance is swiftly shitting awi^ from 
the "Union" to the Russian Federa¬ 
tion which is losing no time to asst*rt 
itself as the successor State of what 
was once the Stn’iet Union. 

The areas of critical concern to 
India's defence supplies and trade 
fall largely within the effective pur¬ 
view of the Russian Federation and 
not the "union". So New Delhi will 
have to deal with Mr Yeltsin, a 
tougher customer than Mr (lor- 
bacho\'. 

Reportedly, Mr Yeltsin made it 
clear to the Indian visitors that before 
he addresses himself to India's con¬ 
cerns regiirding defence supplies (‘>0 
per cent of the defence industry is in 
Russia) he expects New Delhi to 
detach itself from Mr Gorbachov and 
to politically recognise the Russian 
Federation. 

Drive Against Kidnappings 

T he Government considers it 
necessary to evolve a comprehen- 
sivestrategy to deal with the problem 
of kidnappings by militant groups 
for securing the release of their ar¬ 
rested cadres. The proposal included 
a package of measures incorporating 
elements of the overall policy to be 
followed, matters relating to media 
and public opinion, amendment of 
certain laws and operational matters. 

The increasing incidence of kid¬ 
nappings is noticeable in respect of 
all the militant movements in the 
country More than 41,500 persons 
were kidnapped during trie past 
three years in 25 Slates and .seven 
Union Territories. Uttar Pradesh 
topped the list with 8,267 kidnap¬ 
pings. Of a total of 2,681 such ca.ses in 
the Union Territories, Delhi 
registered 2,516 kidnappings. 
Figures for other States were Bihar 
(21.58), Rajasthan (2107), Madhya 
Pradesh (1307), Maharashtra (llf^I) 
and Assam (1109). 

The Government is ch.ilkmg out 
an "action plan" to fight the Naxalite 
menace in various parts of the 
country. While dealing firmly with 
the extremist elements, the govern¬ 
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ment will simultaneously step up the 
soci(veconomic development of the 
affevtexj areas to redress the genuine 
grievances of the local people. All 
possible assistance is being given by 
the Centre to the affected areas in this 
respcHTt. 

The Minister admitted that the 
Naxalite menace was on the increase 
in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh. The Chief Min¬ 
isters of the Naxalitc'-affected States 
had met in August to chalk out a 
strategy to check Naxalite activities. 
This was followed by a meeting of 
senior officials of these States. 

Cauvery Ordinance 
Quashed 

HE Supreme Court on Nov 22 
declared unconstitutional the or¬ 
dinance promulgated by the Kar¬ 
nataka Government to deny Cauvery 
waters to Tamil Nadu and observed 
that the Government's legislation 
was "an invitation to lawlessness and 
anarchy". 

The verdict was on the Presiden¬ 
tial reference seeking opinion on cer¬ 
tain issues relating to the Cauvery 
waters dispute. It noted that the or¬ 
dinance promulgated on July 25 was 
"against the basic tenets of the rule of 
law" by which the State Government 
tried to "take law in its owm hands 
and to be above the law". The court 
held that the interim order passtxi by 
the Cauvery Waters Dispute Tribunal 
on June 25, awarding 205 thousand 
metric cubic feet (TMC) water to 
Tamil Nadu in a phased manner, was 
a "report" within the meaning of sec¬ 
tion 5(2) of the Inter-State Water Dis¬ 
putes Act, 1956. Therefore, it was 
required to be published in the 
gazette to be effective. 

Second, a tribunal constituted 
under an Act is competent to grant an 
interim relief to the parties to the dis¬ 
pute when a reference for such a relief 
is made by the Central Government. 
In a significant ruling, the judges 
noted that there should be no doubt 
on the legal position of the tribunal's 
interim order. "To question its ef¬ 
ficacy under the Act would be tan¬ 
tamount to flouting it", the court 
warned. This was the ninth reference 
made by the Pi'esident of India to 


seek the apex court's opinion on mat¬ 
ters involving important constitu¬ 
tional and legal issues. 

The President's reference w'as 
made when the MPs belonging to 
Tamil Nadu threatened to resign in 
protest' against the Karnataka (Jhief 
Minister, Mr Bangarappa's ordinance 
on Cauvery waters issue. One Union 
Minister, Mr V.K. Ramamurthy, quit 
the Narasimha Rao cabinet and some 
others incurred the wrath of agitated 
Tamils, who wanted4he Centre's in¬ 
tervention in implementing the 
tribunal's order. Meanwhile, the Kar¬ 
nataka Government tiled a separate 
suit in the apex court challenging the 
tribunal's interim award. 

Protection of Women’s 
Rights 

tANUARY 28 will be observed as 
I the National Day for implementa- 
non of the National Commi.ssion for 
Women Act, 1990. This was part of a 
resolution passed by a national con¬ 
vention of women's organisations in 
New Delhi in Novembec. The'resolu¬ 
tion also called for a countrywiile sig¬ 
nature campaign for the 
implementation and lobbying for 
State-level Commissions. 

The convention rejected the 
Prime Minister's announcement of 
constituting a commission to protect 
women's rights and another to study 
women's status. The "setting up ol 
two more commissions is clearly a 
move to circumvent implementation 
of the National Commission Act", the 
resolution stated. 

"The frivcilous approach of the 
Government can be seen in its illogi¬ 
cal separation of the question of 
women's rights from women's 
status. How can two aspects of the 
same problem be entrusted to two 
separate bodies? It is this ad-hoc ap¬ 
proach which the constitution of the 
Commission under the 1990 Act will 
prevent", the resolution said. 

Refusal to implement the Act 
unanimously passed by the Parlia¬ 
ment violates democratic values, it 
was pointed out. The convention 
reiterated its rejection of the 
Government's intention to appoint a 
commissioner for women's rights 
within the Department of Women 
and Child Development. Only a> 
statutory autonomous commission 
can redress women's problems, the 
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convention pointed out. 

The convention was organised 
by the All-india Democratic 
Women's Association, All-India 
Women's Conference, Centre for 
Women's Development, Joint 
Women's Programme, Mahilji Dak- 
shata Samiti, YWCA, National 
Federation of Indian Women and Co¬ 
ordinating Committee of Working 
Women. 

Political Crisis in 
Meghalaya 

LTHOUGH the 60-member 
Meghalaya State Assembly has 
been under suspended animation, ef¬ 
forts are being made to form a minis¬ 
try A political tussle has started once 
again with the Meghalaya United 
Parliamentary Party (MUPP) as well 
as the Congress staking their claims 
to form the Ciovernment in the hill 
Stale. The MUPP leader, Mr B.B. 
Lyngdoh, and the Congress Legisla¬ 
ture Party (CLP) chief, Mr D.D. 
Lapang, have both forcefully as¬ 
serted their majority before the 
Governor. 

While Mr Lyngdoh puraded 30 
legislators at Raj Bhavan at Shillong 
and presented the Governor with a 
statement signt'd by them in his sup¬ 
port, Mr Lapang made his claim as 
the leader of the single largest party, 
preferring to keep the numerical 
strength of his supporters "a closely 
guided secret". 

The rival claim.s notwithstand¬ 
ing, President's rule is likely to con¬ 
tinue in the State for some more time, 
at least till the details of the Supreme 
Court judgement on the anti-defec¬ 
tion law arc available and the case 
filed by Mr Iwngdoh against the im¬ 
position of President's rule is dis- 
posc’d of. 

President's rule had been im¬ 
posed in Meghalaya at the recom¬ 
mendation of the Governor after a 
baffling sequence of events created a 
situation in which it was difficult to 
determine which of the fronts en¬ 
joyed a majority in the House. 

Terrorism: India’s call to 
UN 

NDIA on November 26 asked the 
United Islalions to cooperate in 
forestalling attempts "from beyond 
the borders" at aiding and abating 
terrorism in a country. Pakistan was 


not named. "Terrorism must be 
tackled", demanded the Indian 
delegate, Mr Mani Shankar Aiyar, 
MP, while addressing the UN 
General Assembly's Social Commit¬ 
tee which debated human rights 
questions. 

He called terrorism "one of the 
most dangerous and pernicious 
threats to human rights" and stressed 
that the 1993 World Human Rights 
Conference in Berlin must give it 
"deep and considered attention". "1 
refer to terrorism, both territorial and 
extra-territorial, and the forces, inter¬ 
nal and external, which back ter¬ 
rorists and terrorist organisations", 
the Indian delegate said. 

Recounting the sins of ter¬ 
rorism—kidnapping, extortion, pil¬ 
lage, rape, torture and murder—Mr 


Ukraine Votes for 
Independence 

N an countrywide referendum held 
on Diic 2 an overwhelming majority 
of the Lfkrainians voted in favour of 
independence for their republic and 
elected Mr Leonid Makarovich 
Kravuchuk as their first President, 
wrecking President Mikhail 
Gorbachov's efforts to keep the Soviet 
Union together 

Ukraine is the second most 
powerful republic in the erstwhile 
Soviet Union after Russia. Mr 
Kravuchuk, a former policy maker of 
the banned Communist Party of Uk¬ 
raine, is reported to have secured 53 
per cent of votes in the simultaneous 
republic presidential elections. 

Mr Kravuchuk is a strong op¬ 
ponent of the new union treaty 
prepared by President Gorbachov 
and has ruled out Ukrainian par¬ 
ticipation in any political treaty with 
the former Soviet republics. He is 
known as an advocate of moderate 
reforms. 

The referendum on indc- 


Aiyar said it "undermines the foun¬ 
dations and constitutional guaran¬ 
tees of a democratic State". 

"Terrorism aborts the right of 
people to elect their true repre¬ 
sentatives through free and fair elec¬ 
tions, abrogates the full freedom of 
expression, causes muzzling by ter¬ 
rorist threats of the free press, shack¬ 
les the independent judiciary, and 
inflicts untold damage on harmony 
and amity in society." 

He also cautioned against linking 
development assistance to unilateral 
determination of human rights, 
pointing out that this "dangerous 
doctrine" could be used as a weapon 
to settle bilateral scores or "strait 
jacket" people and countries into a 
pre-determined pattern. 


pendence from the Soviet Union had 
won 92 per cent of the \ote in the 
republic. President-elect Kravuchuk 
has expressed confidence that the 
world community will recognise the 
Ukraine as an independent State. Uk¬ 
raine is one of the founder-members 
of the United Nations. 

Meanwhile, in its commentary 
the Russain Statte TV Riles out the 
signing of the new union treaty in the 
wake of Ukrainian independence and 
secession from the USSR. A new 
union between the Russia and Uk¬ 
raine may become the corner-stone of 
new inter-State ties on the territory of 
the former USSR which may be 
joined by Kazakhstan and Bylorussia. 
All six presidential candidates en¬ 
dorsed full independence and said 
they would not sign Gorbachov's 
proposed treaty to maintain the 
central government. 

All of the presidential candidates 
have said they would take rapid steps 
for further independence, including 
creating Ukrainian armed forces, cur¬ 
rency and border posts. 
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The U;S. Ambassador to Moscow 
clarified that Washington would not 
immediately recognise Ukraine as an 
independent country. But Ambas- 
.sador Robert Strauss predicleti that 
the Soviet Union which was 
economically "somewhere between 
unbelievably poor and worse", 
would be an entirely different kind of 
association within a year. 

Russia has promptly recognised 
the Ukraine as an independent 
country. 

Gorbachov blames ultras: 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachov 
has said that separatists were the 
greatt'st obstacle to a renewed union. 
During a met'ting w’ith Spanish par¬ 
liamentarians in Moscow', Mr Gor¬ 
bachov pointed out that reactionary 
forces seeking revenge for the failure 
of the August coup attempt were 
fuelling the separatist tendencies. 

An attempt to play the card of 
national sovereignty could have 
catastrophic consequences, he cau¬ 
tioned, adding that if certain parties 
in the West had not backed 
separatism in Yugoslavia, events 
there would not have deteriorated as 
far as they have, 

Mr Gorbachov sought to counter 
western fears of the Ukraine's 
nuclear potential by pointing out that 
the weapons were under central con¬ 
trol. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
cautioned that republics not joining a 
political union would have to pay 
world market prices for goods and 
.scivices. 

G-15 summit: Focus on 
development 

NDIA has succeeded in incorporat¬ 
ing its view’s on the importance of 
giving primacy to development over 
human rights and democracy in the 
joint communique issued by the 
leaders of thi* Group of 15 developing 
countries at the end of their summit 
on November 30. 

The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, explained the im¬ 
portance of development in the 
present international situation 
during an informal sessum. 

The communique noted that 
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"while we advance support to 
democracy, human rights and the 
rule of law, we nc*ed to ensure that 
development remains at the centre of 
internatic^nal attention". Without this 
central element any vision of the fu¬ 
ture world would necessarily remain 
incomplete for developing countries 
and would jeopardi.se the very attain¬ 
ment of these objectives. 

The communique noted that il¬ 
licit drug trafficking brought with it 
problems of illegal production, 
transport and consumption w'hich 
are increasingly affecting the 
developing countries. 

The G-l.S leaders underlined the 
need to intensity efforts tt> reduce the 
high levels of illegal dnig consump¬ 
tion in all countries. The leaders em¬ 
phasised that the developing 
countries had the greatest respon¬ 
sibility for establi.shing environmen¬ 
tally sustainable development m the 
w'orld and should consequently con¬ 
tribute the largest resources for inter¬ 
national cooperation in this field. 

Elaborating on the theme of en¬ 
vironment, the communique hoped 
that the forthcoming UN Cainfcrence 
on Environment and Development, 
scheduled to be held in Brazil next 
June, would provide a historic oppor¬ 
tunity to consider these issues in an 
integrated comprehensive and 
balanced manner. 

On South-South cooperation, 
some new points have been made. 
The C'l-l.'i leaders called for ccKipera- 
tion arrangements among South 
countries in the fields of education, 
and public health, saying these could 
go a long way in achieving the objec¬ 
tives of a healthy and literate popula¬ 
tion. 

ITie joint communique also made 
a direct suggestion on the role of the 
UN by suggesting that the world 
body should be reformed to increase 
its efficiency and effectiveness so that 
it could adapt to the new internation¬ 
al situation. Strengthening of the UN 
should be based on the recognition 
that the management of world affairs 
was a matter of shared responsibility 
and not the exclusive prerogative of a 
few States. 

Meanwhile, the G-15 is to be ex¬ 
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panded with the addition of one 
more country from Asia and one 
from West Asia (which for this pur¬ 
pose is treated as a separate region). 

Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao said on returning to Delhi on 
December 1 that the developing 
countries should take advantage of 
"the changed and more positive 
approach" of the industrialised na¬ 
tions in solving the economic ills af¬ 
flicting the world. 

Mr Rao emphasised that the 
North and the South should give up 
the confrontationist approach and 
adopt a cooperative attitude for the 
overall good of humankind. He 
w'arned that confrontation would 
prove detrimental to the developing 
nations. "This is essential to find 
solutions to their economic 
problems." 

india-UK pact on terrorism 

I NDIA and Britain are to conclude a 
bilateral agreement simn, allowing 
the seizure of funds operated in 
Britain by anti-Indian terrorists. An 
announcement to this effect w'as 
made in the British Parliament by 
Eoreign Office Minister Tristan Garel 
Jones. 

News of the agreement which 
would mark a high point in bilateral 
relations came after British Prime 
Minister John Major had assured 
India that Britain would move its 
European partners to combat ter¬ 
rorism aimed against India. 

The announcement, made on 
Nov 29, was coupled with a strong 
backing to India's attempts at curb¬ 
ing terrorism in Punjab and a rebuke 
to Pakistan for providing what was 
called material support from its ter¬ 
ritory to Sikh extremists in I\injab. 

The bilateral agreement would 
flow from Britain's Prevention of Ter¬ 
rorism Act and following firm steps 
taken by the Conservative Govern¬ 
ment in punishing Khalistan ter¬ 
rorists in Britain. The agreement 
which had been under negotiation 
for two months, would help check 
the collection of funds for terrorist 
purposes inside gurdwaras in 
Britain. 

The Foreign Office Minister 
urged the Sikhs in Britain to "deny 
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moral and financial support" to or¬ 
ganisations which promoted terrorist 
violence in India and said Pakistan 
too should play its part. 

Pak firm on N-Plan 

AKISTAN has conveyed to the 
USA that it would not com¬ 
promise on its nuclear programme 
under pressure from any quarter. The 
nuclear issue came up during di.scus- 
sions between the visitiirg US Under¬ 
secretary of State for International 
Security, Mr Reginald Bartholomew 
and Pakistani leaders in Islamabad. 

Mr Bartholomew held wide- 
ranging talks with Pakistani officials 
on the country's nuclear programme, 
besides touching on the entire gamut 
of Pak-US relations, which have 
come under strain. 

The Bush Administration had, in 
October last year, suspended military 
and economic aid of about $ .S60 mil¬ 
lion to Pakistan on the suspicion that 
it had developed a nuclear bomb. 
Pa*sident Bush had failt'd to certify to 
the Congre.ss that Pakistan did not 
possess nuclear weapon^ as man¬ 
dated by the Pressler Amendment. 
Islamabad has denied such reports, 
saying its nuclear programme is only 
for peaceful purposes. 

Pak advised not to aid 
militants 

T he United States has asked Pakis¬ 
tan not to be tempted to provide 
"aid and sustenance to militants" for 
disruptive activities in Punjab and 
Jammu and Kashmir. This was con¬ 
veyed by the US to the then Foreign 
Secretary, Mr Muchkund Dubey, and 
the External Affairs Minister, Mr 
Madhavsinh Solanki, during discus¬ 
sions in the third week of November, 
1991. 

Washington fully appreciated 
that abetment of terrorism would 
lead to heightening of tension and 
have a major impact on the security 
of the region. 

Pak advised restraint: The 
European Community has asked 
Pakistan to take effective steps to 
prevent any violent interference in 
Kashmir from the territory under its 
control. Urging India and Pakistan 
not to take any action that could 


result in increasing tensions in the 
region, it said the terrorist violence 
must be resisted but at the same time 
Indian security forces must "respect 
law". 

The community hopes that 
"favourable conditions will be 
created to enable the people of Kash¬ 
mir to enjoy their fundamental rights 
in an atmosphere of peace and 
harmony". 

Crackdown on PPP 

S EVERAL hundied members of Ms 
Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan 
People's Party were arrested in Sindh 
province, triggering a nationwide 
protest against the Sharif and Sind 
governments. Over 2,000 PPP ac¬ 
tivists were apprehended as the 
Provincial administration continued 
its action. Reports said scores of PPP 
members had gone underground to 
avoid arrests. 

Signs of a ptjssible crackdown on 
PPP came when the Sind Chief Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Jam Sadiq Ali, stated that he 
was taking stem action against the 
PPP which, contended, was an anti¬ 
national parly and deserved the 
punishment meant for traitors. 

He further alleged that Begum 
Nusrat Bhutto and Ms Benazir Bhut¬ 
to were associated with the activities 
of the terrorist group, A1 Zulfiqar. Mr 
Ali claimed he had evidence in the 
fomi of video films and statements of 
terrorists, testifying that Begum 
Bhutto was in-charge of A1 Zulfiqar 
in Pakistan while Ms Bhutto was the 
"operational head". 

It is said about A1 Zulfiqar that 
when Gen Zia hanged former Pakis¬ 
tan Premier, Z.A. Bhutto, his sons 
formed this organisation to take 
revenge. But the Bhutto family has 
denied having any links with this 
group. 

Condemning the arrests. Begum 
Nusrat Bhutto labelled Mr Jam Sadiq 
Ali as a "terrorist" and the attack on 
her party tantamounted to an attack 
on the people of Pakistan. 

Observers said the action against 
the PPP could be a fall-out of the 
recent statements by the Bhutto 
ladies accusing the President of abuse 
of office and demanding his resigna¬ 


tion. 

Big two cut arms aid to 
Kabul 

W ASHINGTON and Moscow will 
cut military aid to their respec¬ 
tive clients in Afghanistan from 
January 1, but the Jihad or holy war is 
likely to range on, fuelled by funds 
from Arab donors, according to the 
American news magazine 
"Newsweek". 

The magazine says rebel 
hardliners are vowing to fight on 
until they realise their dream of an 
Islamic State, and the town of Khost 
offers a revealing glimpse of 
Afghanistan's future, half a year after 
its capture by Muslim guerillas. 

Deprived of its Kremlin patrons, 
the Najibullah Government is on the 
defensive. Both sides are suspicious 
of ptMCe overtures. The Mujahideens 
are in no mood to compromist*. They 
are inspired by the Soviet 
withdrawal, from the country, which 
is viewed by many Muslims as 
Islam's greatest modem day victory. 
That success is attracting new funds 
through a shadowy network of weal¬ 
thy Arab donors. These private back¬ 
ers are now bankrolling specific 
battles and supporting an influx of 
non-Afghan Muslim volunteers, 
ready to martyr themselves for the 
rebel cause. 

Splits in the rebel ranks further 
undermine any chance that the 13- 
year-old civil war will end .soon. The 
main political leaders, known as the 
"Peshawar Seven", are sharply 
divided between mexierates and flin- 
damentalists. Three of the fundamen¬ 
talists refused even to attend a recent 
Moscow meeting. 

One of them was the radical Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, who has clashed 
violently with the other Mujahideen 
chiefs. Pakistan routes one-third of 
US aid to Hekmatyar who is recruit¬ 
ing new patrons in Libya, Sudan and 
Egypt. He may sabotage any peace 
formula unless his demands for key 
government posts arc satisfied. 

Change in U.S. Policy 

new phase of U.S.A.'s security 
policy in respect of the Asia- 
Pacific region seems to have been 
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chalk{*d out. For instance, the hand¬ 
ing over o/ the Clark air base, the 
largest US air base overseas, to 
Philippines at the end of November, 
1991 represents a change in US 
security perceptions in the region fol¬ 
lowing the end of the Cold War. 

However, the Philippines 
government led by Ms Corazon 
Aquino has been facing stiff resis¬ 
tance against signing a new treaty 
with the US from a section of 
Senators in the Philippine Congress. 
The Philippines has long been reliant 
upon the US for trade, aid and 
military support. The US forces sta¬ 
tioned in the Philippines have played 
a major external security role and dis¬ 
aster relief role that the Philippines 
government will now have to finance 
and organise- itself. 

The Philippine government 
still has to confront the problem of 
the communist rebellion, although 
the armed forces seem to have 
gained an upper hand over the 
rebels, thev said. However, if the 
Philippines becomes less important 
strategically to the US, then 
military aid may be reduced. 

Moreover, the Pilippines has a 
massive debt burden and a bur¬ 
geoning population. The US ba.ses 
are, after the Philippines Govern¬ 
ment, the second largest 
employer of Filipinos. Any 
country which faces the prospect 
of its second largest employing 
industry closing down its opera¬ 
tions would be facing an 
economic disaster experts said. 

If the US, for its own strategic 
reasons, or as a result of its frustration 
with the Philippine political process, 
decides to leave the country com¬ 
pletely, then the Philippine govern¬ 
ment will loose its leverage in 
Washington. That leverage is crucial 
to gain aid from the U.S. 

The major US bases in Philip¬ 
pines—Clark air base and Subic 
naval base—have helped the US un¬ 
dertake several military missions in 
the region. The bases provided con¬ 
tinuous American air and naval 
presence m the Western Pacific and 
Indian Ocean region without having 
to return to the uS for periodic main¬ 


tenance. 

Military Pact in Cambodia 

guerilla group and the Viet¬ 
namese-installed government 
formed a military alliance on Nov 25 
to help oversee a ceasefire agreed to 
earlier in Cambodia's civil war. The 
commander acknowledged that the 
powerful Khmer Rouge guerilla 
army had not been informed in ad¬ 
vance, and diplomats have expressed 
concern that the new alliance could 
upset the fragile peace. 

The pact was signed in Phnom 
Penh by senior military commanders 
from the Government of Premier 
Hun Sen and Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh's guerilla faction. The two 
factions were joined in October by the 
Khmer Rouge and another guerilla 
group, the Khmer People's National 
Liberation Front, in signing a UN- 
brokered peace accord in Paris, en¬ 
ding 13 years of ciN'il war 

Mr Ranariddh's army had 
been in a loose coalition with the 
two other guerilla groups fight¬ 
ing the Government. But the 
Prince's faction announced it 
would join the Phnom Penh ad¬ 
ministration to form a new coali¬ 
tion government soon. 

The military pact calls tor remov¬ 
ing land mines from roads, free travel 
in each other's zones, and the estab¬ 
lishment of permanent military posts 
in each other's territory. 

"The United Nations Is not here 
yet to control the cease-fire, so we 
have initiated it ourselves", said Gen 
Kruoch Yeum, Deputy Chief of Staff 
of Ranariddh's army. "We want to 
build a better political atmosphere in 
accordance with the signing of the 
UN peace plan." The Khmer Rouge is 
the largest guerilla group. It killed 
hundred of thousands of people in a 
fanatical communist rule during 1970 
before Vietnamese forces toppled it 
and installed the current govern¬ 
ment. 

Some western diplomats have 
expressed concern that the new al¬ 
liance could upset the fragile 
peace agreement, which is based 
on reconciliation among all four 


factions. 

14th truce—most 
extensive yet 

ERBIAN and Croat leaders signed 
yet another cease-fire agreement 
(their 14th) on November 24 through 
the good offices of the UN special 
emissary, Mr Cyrus Vance, former US 
Secretary of State. The cease-fire was 
almost immediately violated and Ser¬ 
bian-controlled army units resumed 
their offensive. * 

In the continuing battle the in¬ 
habitants of Vukovar have now been 
replaced by those trapped in Osiejk, 
just north west of Vukovar, as the ^ 
federal troops pushed ahead with 
their decision to capture as much of 
Croatian territory as possible. 
"Federal troops have encircled the 
town. As in Vukovar, they plan to 
slowly starve and terrori.se the 
population into surrender", said a 
Croat teacher. 

However, the latest cease-fire 
agreement signed by the' Presidents 
of Croatia and Serbia as well as by the 
Federal t^efence Minister, is the most 
exhaustive and restrictive yet. The 
text calls for the lifting of the seige 
around federal barracks in Croatia, 
the immediate withdrawal of the 
entrapped federal troops from 
Croatia and an unconditional cease¬ 
fire which for the first time, is made 
binding on para-military forces and 
militiamen on both sides. 

The bitter fighting that has been 
underway for the past several 
months as the EC wrung its hands in 
despair, has only sharpened the 
political realities in Yugoslavia, 
giving rise to murderous, extremist, 
politico-military grouping that feeds 
on hatred. 

"Save republic" call to U.N.: 
Croatia's President, faced with grow¬ 
ing domestic turmoil and despera¬ 
tion on the battlefield, appealed for 
UN peace-keepers to save his 
republic in the last week of U.N. 
mediated talks on ending the civil 
war intensified with the unexpected 
arrival of a European Community 
envoy, and there were signs that 
Croatia and its arch foe Serbia were 
edging towards agreement on the 
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deployment of peace-keepers. 

Federal forces agreed to leave 
their barracks in the Zagreb area 
w-ithin 15 days and to lift their block¬ 
ade of Adriatic ports. But in the 
bombed-out eastern region of 
Croatia, fighting intensified, giving 
the appearance that the army and 
Serbia were making a last grab for 
territory before beginning negotia¬ 
tions in earnest on Croatia's separa¬ 
tion from the Yugoslav federation. 

The Croatian President, Mr 
Franjc Tudjman, in a letter to world 
leaders, charged that the Serbian side 
is undertaking new offensive in order 
to occupy Croatian cities within the 
next 25 days figuring that the arrival 
of peace-keeping forces will take ap 
proximately one month. 

"That exposes the entire Crea¬ 
tion nation to potential total destruc¬ 
tion and the loss of further tens of 
thousands of lives", he said. He ap 
pealed for the immediate despatch of 
peace-keepers. 

Differences: Althoug.H both Ser¬ 
bia and Croatia have welcomed the 
idea of peace-keepers, they differ 
over where they should be deployed. 

Serbia, which charges that ethnic 
Serbs would face, persecution if 
Croatia is allowed independence, 
wants peace-keepers to separate eth¬ 
nic groups on Croatian territory. 
Croatia, which accuses Serbia of 
making a grab for territory, wants 
peace-keepers on the official border 
between the two republics. Serb-led 
forces have seized about a third of 
Croatia since the fighting began. 

Financial crisis in U.N. 

T he United Nations coffers are 
empty. The Secretary-General has 
proposed tough new financial stric¬ 
tures to discipline members who do 
not pay their assessments in time. 
The United Nations body started 
December with almost no cash in its 
coffers to pay even the salary of its 
employees. 

In a report to the General As¬ 
sembly, he had suggested chaiging 
interest at the commercial rate on the 
unpaid assessment on regular 
budget, peace-keeping operations 


and working capital. Simultaneously, 
he urged for authorising the Unit^ 
Nations to borrow commercially to 
tide over the financial crisis. 

At present, several specialised 
agencies including the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
and UNESCO, have the authority to 
borrow commercially and have exer¬ 
cised it frequently. But so far such a 
request from the United Nations 
Secretary-General has always been 
declined by the General Assembly on 
the ground that it would burden 
member-States. 

To counteract the General 
Assembly's concern, the Secretary- 
General suggested charging interest 
at commercial rate on unpaid assess¬ 
ments. Among other measures 
proposed are establishment of a 
peace-keeping reserve fund, increase 
in working capital and establishment 
of a revolving fund for humanitarian 
aid. 

B’desh “abetting” militant 
groups 

EVERAL international militant 
groups are being given facilities in 
neighbouring countries, "primarily 
Bangladesh", for waging an armed 
struggle against India, Border 
Security Force Director-General T.A. 
Chari disclosed on November 30. The 
Pakistani attitude in fanning terrorist 
and disruptive activities in the 
country has become "more open". 

There is a certain degree of open¬ 
ness in the Pakistan attitude as 
revealed during the flag meetings 
vis-a-vis the problem of terrorism. 
We are reaching a stage where they 
(the Pakistanis) would tell us bluntly 
that "yes, weareabetting terrorism in 
your country and you do what you 
can do", the BSF chief said. 

The eastern border was "active" 
and Bangladesh was increasingly 
giving sanctuary and other support 
to anti-national groups of the north¬ 
east. It is learnt that border fencing 
had proved to be extremely effective, 
particularly in I^njab. 

Mr Chari emphatically denied al¬ 
legations of the BSF men conniving 
with smugglers on the intemationm 
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border for monetary considerations. 

'The BSF was raised in 1%5. This 
largest central police force (whose 
strength Ls not disclosed and kept a 
secret) has been guarding 7557 km of 
international border. The break-up of 
the international border guarded by 
the BSF is as follows; 3310 km with 
Pakistan, 4095 km with Bangladesh 
and 151 km with Myanmar. 

Arabs’ new Strategy 

HE Arab camp participating in 
the peace talks with Israel is 
preoccupied with differing strategies 
in its approach. These differences 
remain largely focussed on proce¬ 
dural matters. But Arab diplomats 
say they reflect deeper discord on 
fundamental issues between Syria 
and Lebanon and between Syria and 
the joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation to the talks. 

The inter-Arab disagreements 
also reflect the fundamental realign¬ 
ment of power that followed the Gulf 
war, with leading Arab countries 
such as Egypt and Saudi Arabia back¬ 
ing a strong American role in the 
region. Syria and other anti-Western 
Arab governments reluctantly fol¬ 
lowed the Egyptian and Saudi lead 
for lack of alternative policies. 

Within the Palestinian camp also 
there is a subtle shift of authority and 
clout from the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation leadership in Tunis to 
the negotiators who represent Pales¬ 
tinians living under Israeli occupa¬ 
tion in the V^t Bank and Gaza. 

The Palestinian negotiators seem 
most eager to forge ahead with the 
talks in order to b^g about a freeze 
on Jewish settlements in the occupied 
territories. Syria, which for years was 
bent on eliminating the Tunis-based 
PLO leadership mom any role in 
determining Palestinian destiny, now 
finds itself in the awkward position 
of wooing Mr Arafat to coordinate his 
policies with Damascus. 

The overall Arab strategy in the 
talks, as seen in Cairo and Riyadh, is 
that the Arabs must continue to ap¬ 
pear to side with Washington and 
that they must exploit what many see 
as a growing split between Israel and 
the U.S. 
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Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Ftciitrick Oiiluba: He has been 
elected as the President of Zambia. 
He defeated Kenneth Kaunda, who 
had ruled Zambia since inde¬ 
pendence 27 years ago. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk: He has 
been restored as Cambodia's head of 
state until Presidential elections are 
held in 1993. Mr Sihanouk, who ab¬ 
dicated the Cambodian throne in 
1955, was driven out from power in 
1970 by a coup fed by Lon Nol. 

Zeid Ihn Shaker: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as Prime Minister of Jordan. 

Alfonso De Los fieros: He has been 
appointed as Prime Minister of Peru. 

Boutros Boutros-Ghali: Deputy 
Prime Minister of Egypt, he has been 
elected as the Secretary General of 
United Nations. He succeeds Mr 
Peres de Cuellar of Peru. Mr Ghali is 
the first Afro-Arab to hold the post. 

justice M.H. Kania: He has been 
appointed the new Chief Justice of 
India. 

J.N. Dixit: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as India's Foreign Secretary. 
He succeeds Mr Muchkund Dubey. 

Ashok Desai: An eminent 
economist, he has been appointed 
Chief Economic consultant to the 
Government of India. 

SadasiiHi Sivaswaini: He has been 
appointed India's Ambassador to 
Lebanon. 

Sir Nicholas Fenn: He is new 
British High Commissioner to India. 

Chakra Prasad Bastola: He is the 
new Ambassador of Nepal to India. 


NOVEMBER 

12—By a 3; 2 verdict, a Constitution 
Bench of the Supreme Court 
upholds the validity of the anti¬ 
defection law but maintains 
that the Speaker's order under 
the law was open to Judicial 
review. 
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Mohammed el Hedi Ben Rejeb: He 
is the new Ambassador of Tunisia to 
India. 

Ms Marie Bernard-Meunier: She 
has been appointed as the first 
woman head of United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

Resigned/Sacked 

A. Croatian: President of Yugos¬ 
lavia. 

Carlos Torres Y. Torres Lara: He 
was sacked as Prime Minister of 
Peru by President, Mr Alberto 
Fujimori. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Li Peng: Prime Minister of China. 

Robert G. Mugabe: President of 
Zimbabwe. 

G.P. Koirala: Prime Minister of 
Nepal. 

furgen W. Mollemann: German 
Minister of Economics. 

Wong Kan Seng: Foreign Minister 
of Singapore. 

Reginale Bartholomew: U.S. 
Under-Secretary of State for Interna¬ 
tional Affairs. 

Abdul Zamil: Industries Minister 
of Saudi Arabia. 

Fataullah Jameel: Foreign Mini¬ 
ster of Maldives. 

Dr Hans Blix: Director, Interna¬ 
tional Atomic Energy Agency. 

Died 

Bernal Mitra: One of the most 
prominent litterateurs of India and a 
leading figure in Bengali literary 
spheres. He was 80. 


14—Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
returns to Phnom Penh as Head 
of Cambodia's interim govern¬ 
ment, ending nearly thirteen 
years in exile. 

16—Amid tight security, more than 
20 million voters in 14 States 
go to polls to elect 15 repre¬ 


sentatives to the Lok Sabha and 
57 to various State Assemblies. 

17—Khmer Rouge returns to Cam¬ 
bodia. 

20—Entire Punjab is declared dis¬ 
turbed. 

22—The Supreme Court declares 
"unconstitutional" the or¬ 
dinance promulgated by the 
Karnataka government to deny 
Cauvery waters to Tamil Nadu. 

—Atleast 61 persoijs are killed in a 
Chemical tanker blast in Wed- 
wan village in Thane district of 
Maharashtra. 

25— ^Justice K.N. Singh is sworn-in 
as the Chief Justice of India. 
His tenure would be of 18 days. 

26— Mr Liviu Radu, the Romanian 
charro D'affaires is released by 
the Punjab militants after 48 
days captivity. 

27— The second Summit of the G-15 
developing countries starts at 
Caracas, Venezuela. 

29—^The banking and insurance sec¬ 
tors are virtually paralysed and 
air and train services disturbed 
due to the one-day industrial 
strike called by six Central 
Trade Unions. 

DECEMBER 

1—^Pondicherry becomes the first 
Union Territory of India to be 
declared fully literate. 

—About 70 per cent of the 37 mil¬ 
lion Ukranian voters vote in 
favour of independence. 

5—Militants kill 26 people in 
Tohana near Hissar in Haryana. 

7—At least 30 persons are feared 
killed and over 80 injured in 
a train accident at Jawali in 
Kangra district of Himachal 
Prad^h. 

9—^The 22-month United Legisla¬ 
ture Front Ministry, head^ by 
Mr RJC. Ranbir Singh, wins a 
confidence motion by voice 
vote in the special one-day ses¬ 
sion of the Manipur assembly 
called for a trial of strength. 

10—European Community leaders, 
at a summit held at ^^astricht, 
Netherlandi^ reach an accord 
on single currency. 

—Lok Sabha okays Central rule in 
Meghalaya. 


EVENTS 



SPORTS 


SPORTS 

GAMES 

South East Asian Games 

The I6th Southeast Asian Games 
closed in Manila on December 5, 
1991 with Indonesia, tarnished by 
a drug scandal, defending their 
crown by the skin of their teeth, 
in sports competitions whose stand¬ 
ards still fall below Asia's best. 

Maria Lawalata ensured that In¬ 
donesia finished with 92 golds, one 
more than the Philippines, by 
dominating the womens marathon 
m two hours 51 minutes and nine 
seconds 

The hosts, aided by a successful 
swimming protest, had drawn level 
with 91 golds thanks to the games 
record-breaking run of men's 
marathon runner Herman Suizo, 
who breasted the tape after two 
hours 22 minutes and ^2 seconds. 

Thailand were third overall, 
Malaysia fourth, Singapore fifth, 
Burma sixth, Vietnam seventh, 
Brunei eighth, and Laos, which 
failed to win any medal, last. 

A total of % standards were 
improved in the bienial event, 
which Indonesia have traditionally 
dominated, winning six previous 
overall titles. 

On another front, the games 
were hit by a drug scandiu, the 
current plague of international 
sports, and by the ever-present char¬ 
ges of biased officiating. 

BADMINTON 

Narang Cup 

Maharashtra regained the Narang 
Cup for boys after a one-year gap, 
while Assam clinched the Snafi 
Qureshi Cup for girls for the first 
time in the 16th Junior National 
Badminton Championship played at 
Panaji, Goa. 

BILLIARDS 

Palm Beach World Masters 
Championship 

India's Geet Sethi won the first 
professional title of his career as he 


outgunned a fighting Norman 
Dagley of England 8-3 in the final 
of the Palm Beach World Masters 
Billiards Championship held at 
New Delhi. 

Twenty-eight-year old Sethi, 
twice world amateur champion, 
played many innovative shots to 
win 8-3 after leading 4-2 in the first 
session of six frames. 

It took four hours for Sethi, 
who had turned pro after 1987 
world amateur title win, to tame 
the 56-year-old veteran—the only 
player in the world to have won 
a grand slam bagging the world, 
European and English titles. 

Sethi also won a trophy for the 
highest break—his 153 in the semi¬ 
final match against Michael Ferreira. 

BOXING 

Sixth World Amateur 
Championships 

Juan Lemus and Roberto Balado 
made certain Cuba left the sixth 
amateur boxing championships as 
world champions with gold-medal 
victories on the final day. 

Cuba finished with four golds, 
two silver and three bronze for a 
total of nine medals from their 12- 
man contingent. 

Bulgaria were a surprise run¬ 
ner-up to the Cubans, with two 
golds, a silver and two bronze 
medals. 

Unified for the first time at 
these championships, Germany 
were third with two golds, a silver 
and a bronze, followed by the Soviet 
Union, a gold, four silver and two 
bronze. The Americans were a dis¬ 
appointing fifth with a gold, silver 
and l»onze. 

CRICKET 

Australia-India test series 

India needed a miracle. Either from 
the players or from the weather. 
Neither obliged and the first Test 
of the 1991-92 series preweeded 


serenely towards a predictable end. 
Australia won by ten wickets. 

The match was played at Bris¬ 
bane. 

Kapil Equals Botham's Record 

Kapil Dev's four for 90 in the first 
innings of the first test match of 
1991-92 .series against Australia put 
him level, at 3^, with England's 
Ian Botham as the second highest 
wicket-taker in Test cricket. Sir 
Richard Hadlee, now retired, leads 
the field with 423. 

Pakistan-West Indies one-day 
series 

The West Indies won the three 
match one-day series 2-0, beating 
Pakistan by 17 runs in the final 
international at the Iqbal Stadium, 
Fai.slabad. 

The West Indies had won the 
first one dayer at Karachi by 24 
runs while the second match at 
Lahore had been declared a tie. 

The West Indies scored 204 for 
five in 40 overs and restricted the 
home team to 187 ftir eight in 40 
overs. 

India-South Africa one-day series 

The top-order batsmen clicked and 
the mainline bowlers did a highly 
competent job to see India wrap 
up the three-match one-day series 
against South Africa by winning 
the second international by 38 runs 
at Gwalior. 

The first one-day international 
was played at Calcutta and was 
won by India. This match marked 
the entry of South Africa into the 
international fold after being 
banned for 21 years for the apar- 
thied policies or the government of 
South Africa. 

The third match, played at New 
Delhi, was won by South Africa. 

FOOTBALL 

Women's world Championship 

The largest crowd in the history 
of women's football saw the United 
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States snatch a last ditch goal to 
beat Norway 2-1 in the final ot the 
inaugural FIFA Women's Cup held 
in China. 

Fittingly it was left to Michelle 
Akcrs-Stalii, the tournament's lead¬ 
ing scorer, to decide the match, 
cooly rounding the Norwegian 
goalkeeper in the 77th minute to 
slot home the United States second 
goal and her ninth of the Competi¬ 
tion. 

Akers-Stahi had also broken the 
initial deadlock after 20 minutes ot 
the first half, rising above the Nor¬ 
wegian detente to head home a 
perfectly weighted free kick from 
Shannan Higgins. 

But Norway were quick to 
strike back drawing level, eight 
minutes after, following a mix-up 
in the American defence 

DCM Cup 

Iran's Pas Club lifted coveted EXTM 
Football Cup after they registered 
a solitary goal victory to snuff out 
Mohun Bagan's hopes of preventing 
the trophy from being going abroad 
for the eighth time in a row. 

Winger Akbar Yousefi scored 
the golden goal in the 24th minute 
to preserve a two-decade-old tradi¬ 
tion of no Iranian team ever losing 
the cup. 

Rovers Cup 

Annappa Kumar opened the door 
for Chima Okerie to strike the only 
goal of the final of the Lifebouy 
Rovers Cup football tournament 
and help Mohun Bagan to gain 
their 12th success. Mohun Bagan 
defeated Mohammedan sporting. 

HOCKEY 

4th Indira Gandhi International 
Women's tournament 

Soviet Union defeated Asian Games 
champions South Korea 3-1 to win 
the fourth Indira Gandhi Interna¬ 
tional women's hwkey tournament 
held at Chandigarh. 

In an earlier match, hosts India 
finished fourth, losing 1-2 to holdeis 
China. 

Nehru Cup 

Punjab ^nd Sind Bank got their 
. name inscribed on the handsome 
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Nehru Cup with a solitary second 
half goal victory over Indian Hock¬ 
ey Federation juniors in the final 
held in New l3elhi. 

Surjit Singh Memorial 
tournament 

ASC Jalandhar lifted the Surjit 
Singh Memorial Hockey Tourna¬ 
ment trophy defeating Punjab State 
Electricity Board, Patiala, by 2-0. 

SWIMMING 

National Aquatics 
Championships 

Formidable Railways and Kar¬ 
nataka were declared joint-overall 
winners in the 47th Senior National 
Aquatics Championship which con¬ 
cluded at Trichur on November 9, 
1991. 

Both teams finished the cham¬ 
pionship with 147 points. 

Railways retained the men's 
team title with ease, while Lorraine 
Verghese led Karnataka to regain 
the women's tcant title. 

Railwaymen and Bengal women 
retained their w'ater polo titles. 

R.iilways dowmed Maharashtra 
5-3, while West Bengal women 
edged out Kerala 4-3. 

TABLE TENNIS 

India Cup Championship 

National champion Kamlcsh 
Mehta stamped his superiority over 
young challenger Chetan Baboor for 
the fourth time running this season 
with an emphatic 18-21, 21-10, 21-15, 
21-15 win in the men's singles final 
of the India Cup table-tennis cham¬ 
pionship played at Bombay. 

Bombay's Niyati Shah recorded 
her fourth victory in five matches 
in the six-woman round-robbin by 
defeating Monalisa Mehta in her 
last league match to finish on top. 
Northern India tournament 

Blocking with great effect, Tamil 
Nadu left-hander S. Raman 
upstaged national champion Kam- 
lesh Mehta to win the men's singles 
title in the Tirupati Texknit Northern 
India table tennis tournament at the 
NDMC indoor stadium. New Delhi. 

Ambika l^dhika of Railways 
recovered from a game down to 


claim her third successive women's 
singles title of the season, defeating 
M.S. Mythili of Indian Airlines. 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup, 1991 

Guy Forget, riding on a wave of 
patriotic emotion, earned France 
their first Davis Cup title in more 
than half a century on December 
1 when he beat Pete Sampras in 
the first of the reverse singles. 

Roared on by 8,000 fanatical 
French fans in Lyon's Palais Des 
Sports, Forget outgunned Sampras 
7-6, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 to give his team 
an unbeatable 3-1 lead over the US, 
the defending champions. 

France, who had not won the 
Davis Cup since 1932, started the 
tie as clear underdogs against the 
holders. 

ATP tour world championship 

American Pete Sampras showed 
courage as well as class to clinch 
the ATP Tour World Championship 
with a 3-6, 7-6, 6-3. 6-4 victory over 
Jim Courier. 

Virginia Slims Championships 

World number one and defending 
champion Monica Seles overcame a 
vintage performance by Martina 
Navratilova to win the season-en¬ 
ding Virginia Slims Championships 
6-4, 3-6, 7-5, 6-0. 

Paris Open 

Guy Forget rallied from a set down 
to beat Pete Sampras 7-6 (11-9), 4-6, 
5-7, 6-4, 6-4 to win the $ 2 million 
Paris Open. 

Forget got the decisive break in 
the final game of the three-hour 
and 45-minute match when 
Sampras committed three unforced 
errors to give his French opponent 
two break points. 

Navratilova makes tennis history 

Ndartina Navratilova made tennis 
history when she defeated top- 
ranked Monica Seles .^6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 
in the $ 350,(X)0 California Vitginla 
Slims final for het:^157th tournament 
title. 

Navratilova matched the 157 
tournaments titles won by Chris 
Evert during her career. 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

APEC: Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation Group. 

GPS: Global Positioning Sys¬ 
tem. 

SNC: The Supreme National 
Council. 

SWIFT: Society for World-wide 
Interbank Financial Telecommunica¬ 
tion. 

AWARDS 

Jawaharlal Nehru award for 
International Understanding, 1990 
ERMAN Chancellor, Mr Helmut 
Kohl has been awarded the 1990 
lawaharlal Nehru award for Interna¬ 
tional Understanding. Mr Kohl, who 
has been the chancellor of West Ger¬ 
many .since 1982, has also had the 
honour of becoming the fij-st chancel¬ 
lor of the United Germany. 

Indira Gandhi Paryavaran 
Puruskar (Environment award) 

1991 

HE Indira Gandhi Paryavaran 
Puruskar (Environment award) 
for 1991 has been given to noted in¬ 
dustrialist Mr S.P. Godrej in recogni¬ 
tion of the contribution in the field of 
environment. 

The award carries Rs one lakh in 
cash. 

In the category of organisations, 
the award has gone to Dasholi Gram 
Swarajya Mandal of Gopeshwar 
(Uttar Pradesh). It has done pioneer¬ 
ing work in the Cliipko movement 
and has been instrumental in involv¬ 
ing women in managing forest 
resources. 

BOOKS 

Freedom from Fear and other 
Writings 

HIS is a collection of writings 
by Nobel Peace Prize winner 
San Suu Kyi, the opposition leader 
of Myanmar (Btirma) who has been 
under house arrest for last two 


years. 

In the book Ms Suu Kyi discusses 
the history of Burmese struggle for 
independence, the history of her 
country and how modern political 
ideas have been adapted by the 
people of Myanmar. In one chapter 
she compares India and Burma's ex¬ 
perience with colonialism. 

DEFENCE 

Breakthrough by defence 
scientists in laser technology 

EFENCE scientists have made 
a breakthrough in indigenous 
development of laser guidance 
technology paving the way for 
rapid modernisation of weapons 
systems. Laser guidance will help 
precision bombing by mi.ssiles and 
bombers thereby greatly improv¬ 
ing the striking power of the Indian 
Air Force. 

The landmark achievement has 
been made by scientists at the Instru¬ 
ments Research and Development 
Establishment (IRDE), one of the in¬ 
stitutes under the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation 
(DRIXI). The tl-year old IRDE is the 
single major equipment oriented 
laboratory within DRDO which 
designs, develops and produces 
precision instruments for all three 
defence services 

The IRDE laser guidance has 
two components: a hand-held laser 
"designator" that will illuminate a 
target far away, and a "seeker" at¬ 
tached to airdropped bomb that 
will detect the reflected laser light 
and guide the bomb right on target. 
IRDE has already tested the com¬ 
ponents and the integrated system 
will be ready for user trial in 
December 1991. 

The institute has also developed 
laser altitude switch (LAS) that is 
designed to explode the missile war¬ 
head between 35 and 45 metres above 
the surface to cause maximum 


damage. 

The LAS was successfully tested 
from helicopter and an aerial 
ropeway in the Mussourie hills and 
will undergo the real test probably 
during the next test flight of Prithvi. 

Satellite pictures for defence 
ICTURES from the Indian Remote 
Sensing Satellite (IRS) are being 
used in a high-priority defence 
project that will soon usher India into 
the era of satellite reconnaissance. 

A computerised system with 
"vision and intelligence"that will be 
able to identify military targets from 
satellite pictures is in advance stage 
of development at the Defence 
Electronics and Applications 
Laboratory (DEAL), Dehradun. 

The system is being set up "to 
process and interpret aircraft and 
satellite data using image analysis 
and pattern recognition techniques." 

India does not have—nor 
proposes to launch—spy satellites 
that can take high-resolution pictures 
showing ground objects in great 
detail. This has not dcHerrcd scientists 
in DEAL, who have successfully 
developed a system that can make 
out objects of military intt*rest from 
pictures of low clarity sent back by 
remote-sensing satellite such as IRS. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

B ARC develops nuclear camera 
nuclear camera developed by 
scientists of the Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre (BARC) in Bombay 
has diverse applications in 
aerospace, ordinance, metallurgy 
and biology in addition to nuclear 
fields. 

The camera takes pictures of ob¬ 
jects in great detail using a beam of 
nuclear particles called neutrons. 
Such pictures are more u.seful, in cer¬ 
tain situations, than those taken with 
X-rays. 

Work on the camera, which 
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started as a scientific curiosity, has 
now culminated in a full-fledged sys¬ 
tem that can be used in non-destruc¬ 
tive testing. 

The nuclear camera has been 
functioning at the swimming pool 
reactor "Apsara" in Trombay. 

PERSONS 

Ghali, Boutros Boutros 

R Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
Deputy Prime Minister of 
Egypt, has become the first Afro- 
Arab to become the Secretary General 
of United Nations. 

69-year-old Mr Ghali becomes 
the sixth chief of the 46-year-old 
world body. 

He is a French-educated scion of 
a prominent Coptic family who was 
propelled on the international scene 
by former President of Egypt, Mr 
Anwar Sadat, during the 1977 peace 
initiative. He has come to represent 
Egyptian diplomacy abroad, al¬ 
though he only held the foreign min¬ 
ister position on an interim basis 
(under an unspoken rule of Egyptian 
politics, the foreign ministry goes to 
Muslims, who are the majority in the 
country). 

He obtained a doctorate in inter¬ 
national law from Paris University 
following studies at Cairo University. 
He began his career as a law profes¬ 
sor and journalist before entering the 
gt)vernment, where he has served for 
the past 14 years. 

He is an expert on north- 
south problems and is interna¬ 
tionally recognised as one of the 
most knowledgeable experts on 
Africa. 

Kania, M.H. 

J USTICE M.H. Kania is the new 
Chief Justice of India. He was 
swom-in as the 23rd Chief Justice of 
India. He succeeded Mr Justice K.N. 
Singh. 

Mr Justice Kania is nephew of the 
first chief justice of India, Mr Justice 
H.J. Kania. He is the fifth Judicial of¬ 
ficer from Maharashtra to occupy the 
office. 

He was bom on November 18, 

. 1927. He had his education in Bom- 
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bay. He enrolled as an advocate of the 
Bombay High Court on November 1, 
1949 and practised mainly in civil 
suits and commercial matters. 

Kohl, Dr Helmut 

ERMAN Chancellor Dr Helmut 
Kohl is the recipient of the 1990 
Jawaharlal Nehru award for interna¬ 
tional understanding. 

Dr Kohl who was Chancellor of 
West Germany since 1982 has also 
had the honour of becoming the first 
Chancellor of the re-united Germany. 
He is one of the outstanding states¬ 
men of post-war Germany, with a 
political career spanning 44 years. 

He has had a distinguished and 
varied academic career, having 
studied law, sociology, political 
science and history in the universities 
of Frankfurt and Heidelberg. 

He was the main architect of the 
peaceful and democratic re-unifica¬ 
tion of Germany, an event which 
symbolised the ^ginning of a new 
era in the history of Europe. 

RESEARCH 

World's smallest laser 

ELL Laboratories, USA, have an¬ 
nounced that they have produced 
the world's smallest lasers that may 
one day simplify the manufacture of 
a new generation of ultrafast com¬ 
puters controlled by beams of light. 

The technology may also have 
other applications, including build¬ 
ing sensitive artificial vision system, 
that could operate in a manner 
similar to the human retina. 

The new lasers look like micro¬ 
scopic thumbtacks whose round tops 
emit piercing beams of light. They 
can be made in arrays by the same 
process that is used to make modem 
semiconductor chips, thus making 
them economical. 

To get computing speeds about a 
billion cycles per second, optics will 
play a major part. The question is 
whether these technologies will be 
cost effective? 

Cipla launches anti-cancer drug 
IPLA Ltd has achieved a major 
breakthrough in cancer therapy 
by launching on indigenous 


manufacture of the vital cancer treat¬ 
ment drug, etoposide. 

The breakthrough by Cipla is sig¬ 
nificant because very few companies 
in the world have the technological 
competence to synthesise the 
etoposide molecule—a .complex mul¬ 
tistage process which calls for highly 
advanced technology with great 
precision. 

Etoposide is considered the most 
vital drug in cancer Chemotherapy, 
thanks to its unique mechanism of 
action and proven efficacy in control¬ 
ling the multiplication of a wide 
range of malignant cancer cells. 

Cipla scientists achieved the 
breakthrough in close collaboration 
with the Indian Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Hyderabad. 

The human side of this 
breakthrougn is the dual benefit it 
brings to cancer patients in India, 
since doctors and patients in this 
country can now rely on uniter- 
rupted therapy. In fact,' the Cipla 
manufactured drug is already in use 
in the main Indian medical institutes 
treating cancer. Cipla's scale of 
production not only meets Indian re¬ 
quirements in toto but can also meet 
export orders. 

The Cipla etoposide is being 
made available at Rs 210 per vial as 
against the price of Rs 410 per vial, of 
the imported medicine. In practice, 
even at this price the imported 
etoposide, largely imported from Is¬ 
rael and Japan, is scarce and is often 
sold at Rs 1,(X)() to Rs 1,400 a vial by 
dealers. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Hubble makes a baffling discovery 
HE Hubble telescope has made 
the startling discovery that the 
cosmos is strewn with vast inter- 
galactic hydrogen clouds, putting to 
doubt the premise of the universally 
accepted Big Bang Theory that such 
clouds have all disappeared 

According to the Big Bang 
Theory, primodial clouds of 
hydrogen, created in the original big 
bang 15 billion years ago, have long 
since collected into stars and 
galaxies, leaving most, if not all,, of 
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the gases to diffuse evenly 
throughout the space. 

The Hubble telescope has 
detected up to 10 times the expected 
number of clouds near earth's Milky 
Way galaxy. They are apparently 
eveywhere in today's cosmos, and in 
about the same abundance as 10 to 12 
billion years ago. 

According to scientists, one pos¬ 
sibility is that they are held together 
by the gravity of some invisible "dark 
matter" inside them. Another is that 
they are surrounded by an intensely 
hot but equally thin and invisible 
gaseous medium that exerts exactly 
the right amount of pressure to con¬ 
tain them without squashing them. 

The result raises at least two big 
possibilities. There may be some new 
component in the universe or it is 
possible these clouds are relatively 
new and there is something that we 
can't begin to understand that is 
producing them. 

A planet outside the solar system? 
RITISH scientists believe they 
have detected an orbiting object 
that is certainly the first planet to be 
found outside the solar system. 

Regular variations in the signals 
from a particular pulsar, a dense 
neutron star that is a powerful source 
of radio pulses, were first noticed 
during observations by Manchester 
university researchers. 

They reveal that the neutron star 
moves repeatedly hundreds of 
kilometres nearer and further away 
in a manner that suggests it is in¬ 
fluenced by a planetary companion 
body, estimated to be atout ten times 
bigger than the earth. 

Pulsars represent the end phase 
in the life cycle of stars that were 
originally much more massive than 
our sun. They rotate and have a 
powerful magnetic dopoiar field 
which swings through space like a 
lighthouse team. Each time a team 
sweeps earth, radio telescopes detect 
a pulse of radiation. 

When it was discovered that pul¬ 
sar PSR1829-10, located some 20,000 
to 30,000 light years away near the 
centre of the MUky Way galaxy, was 


producing a cyclical signal, detailed 
analysis of the changes in the arrival 
time of its signals on earth suggested 
a to-and-fro movement of the type 
seen when pairs of stars known as 
binaries orbit the centre of their com¬ 
bined mass. 

While it is not considered pos¬ 
sible that life forms exist on the 
newly-discovered planet, which 
would be exposed to gamma and 
other harmful radiation, it does give 
new hope that more planets could 
exist, some of which could offer con¬ 
ditions suitable for the existence of 
life. 

There is also a hint in the 
evidence gathered so far that there 
may be another planet in the PSR 
1829-10 system, and the team aims to 
confirm this by further studies. 

MISCELLANY 

Abuja to be new Nigerian capital 

BUJA is to be the new ad¬ 
ministrative capital of Nigeria, 

The Nigerian authorities have 
decided to make Abuja the capital of 
Nigeria due to its central location and 
to relieve the pressure of Lagos, lo¬ 
cated in the southern Nigeria, which 
has become a congested town. 

New avenues of learning for the 
blind 

HEN Louis Braille introduced 
the Braille script in 1829, which 
after modifications was universally 
accepted in 1932, few windows of 
learning were opened for the blind. 
But, with the advent of Desk Top 
Publishing (DTP), a whole new 
world of learning has been opened 
up. 

A special software, developed by 
a private insitute, recognised as a re¬ 
search and development unit by the 
directorate of scientific and industrial 
research Pune, enables the composed 
text of any book, which is being 
prepared for a person with sight, to 
be converted into Braille. 

Later, using laser printer a master 
is created which can be used to print 
raised Braille characters. 

Using this method ail printed 
literature could be simultaneously 


printed both for people with sight as 
well as for the blind. 

The conventional method entails 
the use of only one surface of the 
sheet, thereby increasing the bulki¬ 
ness of the book. In a DTP unit, 
coupled with thermography, both the 
sides of the paper can be used to 
achieve the raised dot pattern in 
Braille. 

India joins global banking 
computer network 
NDIA has joined a worldwide In¬ 
terbank Financial Telecommunica¬ 
tion Network. 

The Indian network of the Bel¬ 
gium based Society for Worldwide 
interbank Financial Telecommunica¬ 
tion (SWIFT) was first conceived in 
1982 by Indian Bank's Association 
(IBA). 

Twenty-six of the country's lead¬ 
ing banks and 11 branch offices of 
foreign banks are being linked to the 
Society for Worldwide Interbank 
Financial Telecommunication 
(SWIFT) global computer network 
that allows financial institutions 
around the world to do business with 
each other using standardised mes¬ 
sage types that provide a common 
language. 

The network carries more than 
1.50 million messages a day that re¬ 
late to a wide range of banking trans¬ 
actions, including customer and bank 
transfers, documentary credits and 
travellers' cheques. 

With this, banks in India will join 
more than 3,000 financial institutions 
around the world using the SWIFT 
network. The first to be connected to 
the network will be the State Bank of 
India. 

Initially a single branch of each 
bank in Bombay was being connected 
to the SWIFT global network, but in 
the course of time more terminals 
would be added at other remote 
centres to connect the computer- 
based terminal in Bombay to 
facilitate faster communication of 
fund-based and other messages on 
the one hand and save cost on the 
other. 
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THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. In a landmark judgement in 
November IWl the Supreme Court 
of India put an immediate ban on the 
employment of children in which 
trade? 

Ans. Beeiii manufacturing. 

Q. What amount of grain was 
procured in 1990-91? 

Ans. 23.73 million tonnes. This 
included about 11.07 million tonnes 
of wheat and nearly 12.66 million 
tonnes of rice. 

The increase in grain pmeure- 
ment and distribution has pushed up 
food subsidy from Rs 710 crore in 
1982-83 to a whopping Rs 2,600 crore 
in 1991-92. 

Q. What does 'Operation 
Rakshak' relate to? 

Ans. The security operation 
launched by the Army, alongwith the 
para-military and police force, in 
Punjab, in November 1991, to instill 
confidence among the people and 
create congenial atmosphere for 
holding free and fair elections by 
February 15, 1992 has been code 
named Operation Raksimk. 

Q. What amount of loan was 
sanctioned by the World Bank, for 
India, in the first week of December 
1991? 

Ans, $ 900 million. This struc¬ 
tural adjustment loan is made up of 
$ 450 million in a regular bank loan 
and $ 450 million as a credit from 
IDA. 

Q. In the Brisbane cricket Test 
match against Australia played in 
last week of November 1991 what 
^ record was made by Kapil Dev? 

Ans. Kapil's 4 for 90 put him 
, level, at 380, with England's Ian 
.. Botham as the second highest wick¬ 
et-taker in Test cricket. Sir Richard 
•'.Hadlee now retired, leads the field 
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with 423. 

Q. Name the first Union Ter¬ 
ritory of India to be declared fully 
literate. 

Ans. Pondicherry. 

Q. What does ‘Operation 
Warmth' relate to? 

Ans. Operation Warmth was 
launched to provide urgent relief to 
the earthquake victims of Uttar 
Kashi in Uttar Pradesh in view of the 
onset of winter. 

Q. The construction of which 
thermal power project has been 
blocked since 1984 following 
widespread claims that it would 
cau.se extensive damage to the Taj 
Mahal because of its close proximity 
and also endanger wildlife in the 
Van Vihar sanctuary on the Chambal 
river? 

Ans. 750-MW Dholpur thermal 
power project of the Rajasthan 
government. 

Q. Name the Romanian 
diplomat who was released by the 
Punjab militants after 49 days of cap¬ 
tivity. 

Ans, Liviu Radu. 

Q, Name the member countries 
of G-15. Where was the 1991 summit 
ofG-15held? 

• Ans. Mexico, Jamaica, Venezuela, 
Peru, Brazil, Argentina, Senegal, Al- 
eria, Nigeria, Yugoslavia, Zim- 
abwe, Egypt, India, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

The 1991 summit was held at 
Caracas, capital of Venezuela. 

Q. Who will be the leader of the 
eleventh Indian scientific expedition 
to Antarctica? 

Ans. Dr S. Mukherji of the 
Geological Survey of India. 

Q. Following the depreciation 


of the Indian rupee, what is the 
present per capita debt of India? 

Arts. Rs 1,500. 

Before the devaluation, the per 
capita debt was Rs 1,200. 

Q. Who is the new Secretary- 
General of UN? 

Ans. Boutros Boutros-Ghali of 
Egypt. He is the first person from 
Africa to hold this post. The only 
Asian ever to hold the post was U 
Thant of Burma, now Myanmar. 

Q. Since the coming into force 
of the Con.stitution on Jjinuary 26, 
1950 till November 24, 1991 how 
many times President's rule has been 
promulgated? 

Ans. 82 times in 23 States. Pun¬ 
jab was the first State where 
President's rule was necessitated. 
This was within two years of the 
commencement of the Constitution. 
The longest single spell of 
President's rule has also been in Pun¬ 
jab (more than four years). 

Q. With which country is 
Khmer Rouge associated? 

Ans, Cambodia. 

Q. Name the Indian who has 
become the first Asian MP to enter 
the House of Commons, the Parlia¬ 
ment of England? 

Ans. Dr Ashok Kumar, a 35- 
year-old research scientist working 
for British Steel. 

Q. Which general elections in 
India recorded highest and lowest 
turnover of voters? 

Ans. The highest turnover was 
recorded in 1984'«lections (64.1 per 
cent) and the lowest turnover was 
recorded in 1952 elections (45.7 per 
cent). 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


_ NUMBER SERIES _ 

Find out the missing number for the following 
series: 

1. 56, 56; 57; 59; .,66. 

2. 5; 6; 9;...; 21,30 

3 1; 3; 7,...; 31,63. 

4. 6; 9; 8; 12; 10, ..,12 

5. 97;%, 92, 83; ..;42. 

6 11; 12; 13; 15; 15;. ; 17;21 

7. 2,3;5;6;11;30;41;. . 

8. 8; 7; 15; 22; ,59,96 

Numbers in questions 9 to 12 follow a similar arran¬ 
gement. Find out the missing ones. 

9 25 16 9 10 9 8 n 

6 ’ 36 2 12 14 

19 26 5 ’83 

11 81 6 28 12 49 3 ? 

15 30 ’ ' 11 7 47 

19 /9 17 5 55 5 

LETTER S ERIES __ 

In questions given below, some letters have been 
left out leaving some gaps in )thc sequence. These 
letters have been given in that order as one of the four 
alternatives under it. Find the correct alternative in 
each case: 


13. 

- abcbbc- 

cca - 

aab - 






ia) cacb 

ib) 

aabc 

ic) 

acab 

id) 

cabc 

14. 

a - abaca 

- ac -1 

3-cab 






ia) cbaa 

ib) 

abca 

ic) 

cabc 

id) 

tbcb 

15. 

a - cbaabcb - a ■ 

• cba - bcba 





ia) bacb 

ib) 

cbca 

ic) 

abac 

id) 

baba 

16. 

ab - aba - 

cab - 

bcdbabca 

- 





ia) cbab 

ib) 

abcb 

ic) 

acac 

id) 

cbab 

17. 

ca - acbc • 

-cab- 

cb-a 






0?) bcac 

ib) 

bacc 

ic) 

baac 

id) 

cbaa 


Find the odd>nuin out: 

18. (fl) BFDC (b) VZXW (r) KPML W) QUSR 

19. (a) PNQR (W JGKL (c) TRUV W) FDGH 

20. (a) BIDU (W CERA (c) EPUO W) ZAIX 

21. (fl) CPLTAW XWBCP (c) RSCMS id) ZIPJF 

22. (fl) BRTY (b) FHMP (c) QSUX id) KPWN 

_ CODlNG»PECODING _ 

Words in questions 23 to 28 are written in codes, 


each letter written against a, b, c, d, e, / and g stands for 
one of the letters in the word. Your task is to tick-mark 
the letter that represents the letter of the word enclosed 
in the box. 


23. 

P i 

\ 

1 

Nl 


E 

R 






(fl) 

f 



ib) 

b 


(<) 

b 

• id) 

P 


(c) 

X 



(0 

y 



S 



24 

U 

R 

C. 

E 


' c 

1 Y 






(rt) 

P 



U) 

h 


(<) 

f 

id) 

y 


(c) 

v 



(f) 

k 


is') 

q 



25. 


O 

L 

P 

H 

1 

N 






ia) 

Ik 


ib) 

fr 

v\' 

it) 

ni 

id) 

s 


ic) 




(f) 

1 


i?) 

w 



26 

R 

1 r 


G' 

L 

E 

T 






ia) 


O' 


ib) 

X 


(c) 

V 

id) 

W 


ic) 

P 



if) 

f 


isO 

y 



27 

,Mi 

A 

c 

H I 

N 

H 






ia) 

g 



ib) 

P 


(c) 

f/ 

id) 

d 


ic) 

q 



if) 

V 


(s') 

1 



28 

D 

u 


A 

iB 

L 

E 






ia) 

a 



(b) 

/ 


(c) 

y 

id) 

k 


ic) 

P 



(0 

w 


is’) 

g 




The hundred cells in the square given below have 
been filled with letters. The columns and the rows are 
identified by the numerals 0 to 9. Each letter is repre¬ 
sented by the digits of columns and rows, for example L 
is 01 or G is 13. The words in questions 29 to 32 are 
represented by one of the four alternatives given below 
it. Your task is to tick mark the right choice. 



0 

1 

2 

3 

4 5 

6 

7 

8 

_ 9 

0 

' Y 

L 

B 

1 

P I 

i 

Z 


S 

I ^ 

A 

1 

1 Z 

A 

1 

Q 

1 

K 

I - 

T 1 X 1 

i » . 

: O 

i N 

U 

2 

11 

I 

w 

, I 

A 1 V 

i i 

I V , 

E 

I i 

I W 

I 

I 

3 

T 

Y 

A 

C 

c 

I o 

N ^ 

c 

G 

4 

M 

1 

. o 

B 

I 1. 

E j K j U ^ 

W I 

I 

X 

R 

5 

A 

c 

1 s 

+- - • 

L 

I 

M 1 

Fj R 

A I 

i 


I 

' T 

6 

P 

■ U 

“r 


Z G 

. B I 

I 

u 

L 

7 

C 

D 

I Y 

i9-i 

X 1 O 

'Q| 

K 

I 

O 

8 

M 

^ I 

1- 

I z 

! V 1 

t 1 

E 1 A ' 

t ‘ 

u 

) 

K ' 

I 

I 

1 s 

1 

9 

P 

; E 

i o 

! 

E 1 U 1 


O ^ 

c 

F 


29. TUNE 

ia) 14,19,73,44 ib) 14,86,37,48 

JANUARY 92 COMPETITION MASTER 401 



((’) 39,86,05,44 W) 14,19,05,78 

30. ROAD 

(fl) 49,41,85,86 (W 21,75,50,93 

(f) 21,14,56,93 W) 49,75,24,17 

31. LUST 

(a) 52,34,70,30 (W 01,62,89,95 

(c) 01,.34,61,95 (d) 69,95,61,30 

32. SHIP 

(a) 07, 96, 87,‘X) ib) 89,96,33,06 

(c) 61,20,29,03 id) 61,06,34,60 

MISCELLANEOUS 

■ ■ ■ " tr . ■ ' ' ■ — 

In each of the following questions, two signs have 
been interchanged. Find out these two signs so that the 
equation may become torrect. Use as , x and then 
+ and - . 

33. 24 + 6 x 3 + 2 - 2 = 8 

(rt) X and + (b) + and + 

(f) + and - (</) - and + 

34. 12 - 2 X 7 + 8 +1 = 25 

(a) - and + ib) + and + 

ic) - and + id) - and x 

35. 3 + 4-15x3 + 4 = 11 

ia) + and x ib) + and + 

(r) - and + id) - and i- 

36. 1 x27 + 3-48 + 2 = 6 ’ 

id) + and + ib) x and - 

ic) + and X id) - and + 

In questions 37 to 40, find the relationship that can 
definitely be deduced on the basis of two relationships 
given. The operations used ate as follows: 

□ means 'is greater than'. 

A means 'is less than', 
tf means 'is not equal to'. 

+ means ' is equal to'. 

37. 3A + 2B and B + 3C, therefore 

(fl) CUA (fc) 3C + 2A (c)AAC W)2C + A 

38. 2A □ 3B and 2B + 3C, therefore 

id) 2C 'JA ib) 2CA A (c) C + A id) A AC 

39. 8A A 6B and 3B A 4C, therefore 

id) CQA ib) CAA (c) 2C + A id) Ca2A 

40. lOA 1t 4B and B + 2C, therefore 

id) AUB ib) 4Cll5A ic) 4CA 5A 
id) 5AA4C 

41. If Rakesh is taller than Yogesh but shorter than 
Mukesh who is shorter than Suresh but taller than Naresh, 
then the tallest person is; 

id) Suresh 

ib) Naresh 
(c) Rakesh 
id) Mukesh 

42. Reeta has one. rupee more than Neeta who has Rs 
2/- less than Geeta. Geeta has Rs 4/- less than'Meeta who 
has Rs 5/- mpre than Seeta. If the total amount the girls 
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have is Rs 105/- who has exactly one fifth of it? 
id) Reeta 

ib) Neeta 

ic) Geeta 

id) Meeta 
(c) Seeta 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. 62. GoonaddingO, 1,2,3... to numbers. 

2. 14. 'rhedifferenceinnumbersisl,3,5,7,9... 

3. 15. Each number is double +1 of its preceding num¬ 

ber. 

4. 15. There are two series, ^ 8,10,12... and 9,12,15... 

5. 67. Go on deducting 1^, 2‘, 3 4 ^.... from numbers. 

6. 18. There are two series 11,13,15... and 12,15,18... 

7. 330. Make sots of two; add the numbers of the preced¬ 

ing set to get the first number of the next set and 
multiply them to get the second number. 

8. 37. Add the two preceding numbers to get the next 

one. 

9. to 12. The totals of numbers row-wise and column-wise 

are the same as given in answers: 

9. 50 

10. 28 

11. 115 

12. 65 

13. ib) The series is aabc, bbca, ccab, aabc. 

14. id) The series is acab, acab, acab... 

15. id) The series is abcba, abcbd, abcba... 

16. (rt) The series is abcab, abcab, abcab... 

17. (c) The series is caba, cbca, caba, cbca. 

18. (c) 

19. ib) 

20. (c) All the other sets have two vowels only. 

21. (c) It is the only one with a repeated letter. 

22. id) All the others follow alphabetical arrangement of 

letters. 

23. to 28. Letters have to be sorted out and matched with 

letters in codes, e.g. INE are common in PAINTER 
and MACHINE, EN is there in URGENCY too but 1 
is missi^ which confirms that 's' is the code for 1, 
then in DOLPHIN you have I and N common, but 
since you already know the code for I, the code for N 
is r. 

23. id) 24. ig) 25. ic) 26. (c) 

27. id) 28. id) 29. ic) 

30. ib) 

31. id) 

32. ic) 

33. id) 

34. id) 

35. ifl) 

36. (fl) 

37. id) 

38. ib) 

39. ia) 

40. ib) . 

41. id)/ 

42. ic) 
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TEST OF REASONING-41 


ODD-MAN 


Find the odd-man out: 

1. (a) taka 
(c) shilling 
(f) dollar 

2. (a) lake 
(c) ocean 
(f) river 

3. (a) love 

(c) infatuation 
(<’) longing 

4. (rt) la nib 

(c) kangaroo 
(e) cup 

5. («) arrow 
(c) missile 
(c) spear 

6. (rt) si tar 
(t) flute 

(e) vcena 

7. (rt) listen 

(f) geography 
(c) knife 

8. (a) bet 
(c) chop 
(c) log 


(b) rouble 
(d) ton 

(b) mountain 
(d) geyser 

(h) affectation 
(d) attachment 

(b) puppy 
(d) chic 

(/») bullet 
(d) sword 

(b) violin 
(d) guitar 

(b) talk 

(d) psychology 

(b) fit 
(d) flop 


ANALOGIES 


The items given in the following questions have 
something in common. Tick mark the most appropriate 
choice: 

9. Prakrit: Pali: Sanskrit 

(fl) They are classical languages of Asia & Europe. 

(b) The Vedas are written in these language,s. 

(c) They are old languages of India. 

(d) They are dead languages which no one knows 
now. 

10. tola ; masha: ratti 

(a) They are units of time. 

(b) They are units of weight. 

(c) They are fruits of wild plants. 

(d) They are terms used in Ayurveda. 

11. Madras: Vishakhapatnam : Rangoon. 

(a) They are Indian naval bases. 

(b) All these ports are situated on the coast of the 
Bay of Bengal. 

(c) They are capitals of States. 

(d) They are famous for their architecture. 

12. chain: link: bridge. 

(<i) They join two parts. 


(b) The terms are related with prison. 

(c) They all have hooks. » 

(d) They are related with ornaments. 

Words in the following questions have certain 
relationship. Your task is to tick mark the choice with 
similar relationship: 

13. Indra: rainfall 

(a) Venus: war 

(b) Shakespeare: drama 

(c) Shiv; creation 

(d) Cupid: love 

14. riots: bloodshed 

(a) volcano: earthquake 

(b) epidemics: death 

(c) antiseptics: wounds 

(d) rix)ts: plants 

15. mosquito: malaria 
(<?) rat: small-pox 

(b) cat i mice 

(c) flood: havoc 

(d) rain: water 

16. walk:run 

(a) play:game 

(b) smile: laugh 

(c) newspaper: magazine 

(d) sit: stand 

17. exit:enter 

(a) notorious: famous 

(b) go:depart 

(c) peace: nation 

(d) money: buy 

18. road: footpath 

(a) river: bank 

(b) train: station 

(f) aeroplane: aerodrome 

(d) nx>m: window 

19. rose: flower 

(a) room: building 

(b) chess:game 

(c) neck: necklace 

(d) dress: garment 

20. guava: mango 

(a) juice: squash 

(b) Bhils: Nagas 

(f) badminton: shuttlecock 

(d) book: read 

_ LOGICAL DEDUCTIONS _ 

21. A child must have had 

(d) toys (b) education 

(cV friends ' ' (d) parents 
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(f) religion 


22. 

A mountain always has 
(rt) forest 

{/)) nx-ks 


(c) snow 
(c) flowers 

(d) waterfall 

23. 

A temple always has 
(a) flag 

{b) dome 


(c) deity 
(c) bell 

id) steps 

24. 

A quarml cannot begin without 


in) fotitishness 

(b) two persons 


(r) short temper 
(c) physical strength 

((/) hot words 

25. 

A king always has 
(rt) Prime Minister 

(b) Queen 


(c) Palace 
(»■) kingdom 

(d) rich clothes 


Seven villages A, B, C, D, E, F and G are situated in 
the following way: 

B is three kilometres to the east of E. 

A is two km to the west of G. 

F is two km to the north of A. 

G is two km to the south of B. 

C is one km to the north of F. 

D is between A and F. 

26. Which four villages are in a straight line? 

(a) EFBG (h) BFDA 

(() EFDA (d) CFDA 

27. I low far is F from B? 

(a) one km (h) 2 km 

(c) 3 km (d) 4 km 

28. If during a certain year, 2nd Oct was Friday, when 
did 14th Nov fall? 

(a) Monday (h) Wednesday 

(r) Thursday (d) Saturday 

29. A box in a dark rcx>m contains 5 pairs of red stKks, 
six of blue and seven pairs of white socks. If the owner 
wants just one pair of any colour, what is the minimum 
number of stacks that he should take out in order to have 
one pair of any one colour: 

(n) 4 (h) n 

(f) 13 (d) 24 

30. Mr Roy started from his home. He went one km, 
north then turned right and went one km; from there he 


again turned right and went two km, then he turned left 
and covered one km, in the end he again turned left and 
reached his destination after going one km. How far is he 
from his home? (in kras) 

' (M VT:? 

<c) VTi? M) 

Five children Shaloo, Pooja, Ranu, Guddie and 
Rinku are interested in flying kites, reading comics, 
painting, collecting stamps and singing. Study the fol¬ 
lowing statements and match the ri^t parts. 

Shakx) and Ptx)ja are not interested in'painting or 
comics. 

Guddie and Rinku neither sing nor fly kites. 

Comics and stamps do not attract Ranu or Guddie. 
Ranu and Shaloo do not fly kites. 

31. Shaloo A. Flying kites 

32. Pooja B. Reading comics 

33. Ranu C. Painting 

34. Rinku D. Collecting stamps 

35. Guddie E. Singing 

36. If cold drinks were (.xreans, then ice-cubes will be* 

(n) coa.st-lines (b) glaciers 

(f) ice-bergs (d) islands 

37. If clouds were heart, thunder would be . 

(a) heart-attack (b) collapse 

(c) thumping of heart (d) emotions 

38. If forests were cities, trees would be 

(a) houses {b) lamp-posts 

(c) mads (d) markets 

Seven soldiers A, B, C, D, E, F and G arc standing in 
a line. 

C is to the left of G. 

E is not near A or B. 

F and A have one soldier between them. 

A is to the left of C. 

F is to the right of B. 

E and A have two soldiers between them. 

39. Who is on the extreme right? 

(«) B (b) D (c) E (d) F (e) G 

40. Who is exactly in the middle? 

(rt) A (b) B (c) D (d) F (e) G 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figmes, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures A, B, C, D and E. You have to 
say which of the figures from A, B, C, D and E would fit in place of the question mark in the Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

A B C D E 


□ 

□ 

0 

(T 

□ 


© 

a 

e 

© 

© 

a 

h 

V 

nv 

DA 

A 

DV 


A 

□ 


0 □ 

j 

? 

Cl 

Q 


D 



D 

© 


? 

© V 

A 

nv 

Q A 
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HI 

Ul 

Hi 
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T Y I X ^ 
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r 

r 

O -t- 

e 

F 

O -1- 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


I (i/) It li. a unit of weight while other terms are connected with 
currency. 

2. t/i) It is the only one without water. 

3. (M It is an unnatural behaviour while others are emotional feel- 

mgs, 

4. (c) All the others an? young ones of animals. 

5. (if) All the others strike the taiget at some distance, 
f). (c) All the others are string instruments. 

7. (c) All the others have silent letters. 

8. (c) In all the other words, the letters follow alphabetical arrange¬ 

ment. 

9. (c) 10. (M 11. (fi) 12. (fl) 

13. W) The relationship is that of Cixl and the item with which he is 

a.ssociated. 

14. (W 1'here IS cause and effect relationship. 

I.3. (r) One IS resfxm.sible for the other. 

16. (W The relationship is that of mild and strong. 

17. ill) The words are opposites. 

18. (ri) Just as footpaths are on both sides of a road in the same way 

banks are on both sides of a river. 

19. (W The relationship is that of specific and general. 

20. (W Both are two items of the sajne category. 

21. Of) 22. (h) 23. (rt 24. (/>) 25. (e) 

26. (d) 27. (f») 28. (tf) 29. (a) 30. (a) 

31. D 32. A 33. E 34. B 35. C 

36. (c) They float around in a similar way. 

37. (d) Strong and Weak emotions rise arid strike around in ti similar 

way. 

38. (a) 39. (c) 40. (a) 

41. D. The bud and semi-drde set rotates clockwise, the semi-circle 


changes direction and the si)uare moves along three points. 
42. A. Circleandscjuaremovealongthreepiints.theblackpartshifts 
to the other side, the triangle shifts right and left tilling 
alternately. 

43 E. The spring rotates anii-clockwisc, arrow going to the other 

side. The dot moves along three points 

44 C. The tigure swings right and left bending a little more and 

changing direction. The otlier figure goes up and down. 

45. A. The three figures mlenrhange places clockwise, and the one 
that comes down from the top changes direction as well. 

46 B. Figures at the end of the line interchange plan's and the one 
that conies down, opens a bit more 

47. A. The line of the mirror image ot 'R' goes up and 'E' changes 

dirtvtion. 

48. B. 'Y' tilts and move's right and left. Arrow in the centre has one 

head ext I a 

49. C. The figure at the top comes down and goes to the other end of 

the line The othiTs shift up .iccordingly. 

,50. D. One horizontal and one vertical lino is addtxl alternately to 
make a comer, circle hops right and left and the'+' sign goes 
from right to left in three steps. 

Corrections 

Pa;^c274:Nm^'91,TEST-ll 

After Q. 20, the instruction is: 

Tick mark the choice that is NOT essential for the item 
in questions. 

Page 276: Q.15. Answer is (c). 

The omissions are regivtted. 

—Editor 
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TEST OF REASONING—III 


SYLLOGISM 
TYPE I 

In questions f;wcn below, a situation has been explained in 
a few sentences followed bi/ a conclusion. You have to sap 
whether the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) definitely does not follow from the statements. 

(d) is doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

Note: Your ansieers should onip be in the light of the state¬ 
ments given. 

Statements: 

1. 1. Overbearing and garrulous officers are not liked 

by subordinates. 

2. Mr Raman is not exactly popular with his staff. 
Conclusion: He is an overbearing ana garrulous officer. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

2. 1. Throngs of people waited to pay homage to the 

ashes of Mr Rajiv Gandhi on railway platform 
when the special train carrying his ashes was on 
way to Allahabad. 

2. Thev waited endlessly for the last darshan. 
Conclusion: Sajiv Gandhi was a very popular leader. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ 

Statements: i 

3. 1. Two rival candidates in a certain area of 

Khajuraho shared a common vehicle for con- 
vassing. 

2. They flaunted their banners from two extreme 
enas of a jeep requesting the voters to vote for 
either of them. 

Conclusion: They wanted the winners to be one of the 
family. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ W) □ 

Statements: 

4. 1. Women from well to do families usually put on 

artificnal jewellery. 

“■ 2. Gold has oecome very expensive. 

Conclusion: These women cannot afford real jewellery. 

I; («) U (b) □ (f) □((/)□ 

Statements: 

} 5. 1. The women's wing of LTTE has more than 3000 

strong women warriors. 

2. There are many men warriors too. 

\ Conclusion: Women warriors are as strong as men war- 
riors. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (rf) □ 
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Statements: 

6. t. The earthquake in the Uttarkashi district took 

toll of many lives. 

2. Some distant villages became totally unap 
proachable. 

Conclusion: The earthquake destroyed the road that 
joined them. 

(n) □ {b) □ (c) □ id) □ 

Statements: 

7. 1. Natwarlal, known as the king of cheats is 

wanted for more than 100 cases. 

2. Various courts have sentenced him to a total of 
113 years. 

Conclusion: If caught, Natwarlal willnotbeallowetl todie 
till his sentence of 113 years is over. 

(a) U (b) □ ic) □ id) U 

Statements: 

8. 1. Traditional joint families are splitting up these 

days. 

2. The families of t%vo brothers X and Y are living 
under the same roof. 

Conclusion: X and Y are not very modem. 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

9. 1. Second marriages are usually successful. 

2. Husband and wife are more tolerant of each 
other's fault and drawbacks. 

Conclusion: They want to avoid a second failure at all 
costs. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) Ll id) □ 

Statements: 

10. 1. The prices of cigarettes have gone very high 
during the last decade. 

2. Many Indian smokers have switched over to 
'bidis' from cigarettes. 

Conclusion: Bidis are cheaper than cigarettes. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPE II 

In making decisions about important questions, it is 
desirable to be able to distinguish behveen 'strong' arguments 
and 'weak' arguments. A 'iveak' argument map not be directip 
related to the question, map be of minor importance or ma^ be 
related to some trivial aspect of tne question. In questions given 
belmv, a question is folimved bp arguments I and II. You have to 
decide which of the arguments is 'strong' and which is 'iveak' 
and then tick-mark pour answers from A, B, C, D and E as 
follmos: 

(a) Only I is strong. 

(b) Only II is strong, 

■ <c) Both I and II are strong 



(d) Either 1 or II is strong 

(e) Neither I nor 11 is strong. 

11. Do adopted children suffer from a complex of not 
really belonging? 

I. Yes, instead of having a sense of belonging, 
they are always under obligation for being 
lifted from poor quarters. 

II. No, love, affection and protection from new 
parents bridge all gaps and there are no com¬ 
plexes left. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (c) □ 

12. Are competitive exams really needed for finding 
suitable candidates to fill in various posts? 

I. Yes, such tests screen the candidates according 
to their potentials. 

II. No, it is a waste of time, money and energy, 
since selection can be made on the basis of 
candidates' qualifications. 

(rt) □ ih) U (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

1.^. Can a celebrity remain unaffected after all the 
praise and adulation? 

I. Yes, a balanced, wise and composed person 
does not let these things go to head. 

II. No, such compliments are bound to brain¬ 
wash and intoxicate the person concerned. 

(a) J (h) D (. ) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

14. Do i ntelligent persons contribute to the gmwth of 
people around? 

I. Yes, intelligence is easily transferred from one 
person to another. 

II. No, the petrple around are not impressed by 
them. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

15. Is the act of medical staff who neglect the patients 
suffering from AIDS justified? 

I. Yes, they have every right to protect themsel¬ 
ves from the fatal disease. 

II. No, their first duty lies in attending and com¬ 
forting every patient. 

(<7) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

16. Should diplomats display emotions while talking 
with diplomats of other nations? 

I. Yes, it is only natural to display one's feeling 
during a conversation. 

II. No, it is a part of their training to hide real 
feelings behind a mask like countenance so 
that the others do not know what they are 
actually thinking or feeling? 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

17. Are gifts given to our President during his visits 
to foreign countries his personal property? 

I. Yes, if one receives a gift, it automatically 
belongs to him. 

II. No, the gifts are not given in personal capacity, 
they are given by members of one country to 
the^head of another country so they are 


property of Nation. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

18. Are beauty competitions a disgrace to women? 

I. Yes, they have to appear before the judges in 
minimum clothes. 

II. No, the display during the competitions has a 
natural grace and beauty which has nothing 
shameful about it. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

19. Do members of Parliament involved in forming 
government through consensus have no differences? 

I. Yes, they all have the same likings and dislik- 
ings. 

II. No, they are always fighting among themsel¬ 
ves. 

(a) □ (b) 'J (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

20. Can a person shape his own destiny? 

I. Yes, with perseverance, determination and 
confidence, one can achieve one's goal. 

II. No, destiny is shaped in Heaven and if cir¬ 
cumstances go wrong, nothing can be 
achieved. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

TYPE III 

In a certain dqhnfincnt, a list of employees is to be con¬ 
sidered for promotion. The promotion rules of the deimrtment 
are as foUoios: 

(i) The employee must complete 17 years of total ser¬ 

vice by 1st Oct 1991. 

(ii) The employee must complete 7years on thefwesent 
post by 1st March 1991. 

ini) The employee must have one of the remarks from 
'good', 'very good' or 'excellent' in his CR (Con¬ 
fidential Report). 

(iv) If an employee fulfils (/) and (;0 but has only 
'satisfactory' remark in his CR he may be recom¬ 
mended for promotion if he has served in foreign 
countries for one year or more by his senior officer. 

(i>) If an employee fulfils (//) and iiii) conditions, has put 
in 15 years of .ser\4cc and has served in foreign 
countries for three years, he/she may be recom- • 
mended for promotion by his/her senior officer. 

(in) If an employee fulfils (i), has put in atleast 5 years 
of service on present post, has excellent CR and has 
one cu more years' experience in foreign countries 
will be considered for promotion by the Board of 
Directors. 

(vh) If an employee has been holding the present post 
for ten years or more, the Board of Directors will 
recommend his/her ca.se to the Chairman for spe¬ 
cial consideration. 

(xnii) The other employees, who fail to fulfil the condi¬ 
tions given away will not be recommended for 
promotion. 

Study the cases of the employees given in questions 
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21 to 30 4 nd mark your answers as unden 

vA' 1 he employee will be promoted 

(B) The tmployiv will be reeommendetl for pmmiv 
tion by hi^senior ottner 

({ ) Ihe empUniH will be eonsidere'd loi pieniiolion 
In the Bo ird of Diie'etors 

(D) I he Board eit Diieetors will send the employee s 
ease to the Chairman for spe\ lal consideration 

(T) The employee has no chaneen of preimohon 

21 Ciavatri )eiined her se'ivices on 16th Nov 1972, has 
been holding the piesent peisf smee 1st May 83, has 
servexi m foieign eenmtries for one yeai and the remark in 
herCRis satisfaetoiy 

AJ BJ ClJ DJ bJ 

22 Ileinant [oiiie'd the servieeon 5th Sept 1974 has 
been holding the present peist since 1st bob 1985, has 
serves.! in toieign countries for one year and has an excel¬ 
lent L R 

AJ BJ CJ DJ LJ 

21 Indra loineH! the service on 1st Aug 76 after sc'rv 
mg m foreign eountiies for thiev veais She has a very 
good CR and has been on the presemt post since 1st Jan 
1984 

AJ BJ CJ DJ LJ 

24 lagdish joined the sc'rviee on 1st Sept 1972 has 
been on the present post since 1st bcTs 1982, has a goiKi C R 
and has served in foreign countries tor one yc'ar 

AJ BJCJ DJ bJ 

25 Kusum has been on the office-staff since Sept 
20th 71 has been holding this particular post since Istbeb 
85 hcT CR Is excellent and she has seived in foreign 
countries for one \ ear 

\J BJ CJ DJ FJ 

26 laxmi joined this office on list Aug 1971 after 
serv ing in foreign countries tor three years She was given 
the presc'nt posting on 1st March 1981 and her CR has 
been exc el lent 

AJ BJ CJ DJ FJ 

27 Mohan has bevn in this office since 1st Sept 75, 
has bc'c'n cm this particular post since 1st March, 81 and 
has the lemark salistactorv' in his CR 

AJ BJ CJ DJ LJ 

28 Narcmdra joined sc'rvice on 15th September 1975 

and has bevn holding the present post since 1st Feb 85 bfe 
has served abroad tor a vear and his C R is goex! 

AJ BJCJ DJ FJ 

29 OmPrakashjoinc'd this office on 15th Sept'71 He 
has been holding the present post since 1st Jan 1986 He 
has sc’rved in foreign countries for 1 years and has an 
excellent CR 

AJ BJ CJ DJ bJ 

30 Trem Singh joined this office on 1st July 1977, has 
been on the present post since 1st Feb 1984 His CR is 
excellent and he served in foreign countries for two years 

AJ BJ CJ DJ FJ 


eemnAL intelugbnce 

TYPE IV 

in (ji/t’s//o»s ^nvti Mow, n flntemrnt is follonvd by vn- 
pjliLation'y I and II Imply land 11 lo the 'statement and tick-mark 
youranswer'^ a'> innUi 

(a) Only 1 is implicit 
(h) Only II IS implicit 

(c) Both I and II are implicit 

(d) Either I or II is implicit 
(cO Neither 1 nor II is implicit 

Sffl/c nit nt 

11 Low-cost houses have plain ceflient floors and 
low-grade bnck walls 

Impluattoit'^ 

I [he material used for constructing such 
houses IS the cheapest one available 

II Bricks and cement aie not used for high-cost 
constructions 

(a) □ (h) J (c) J (d) J 0) J 

S/ii/tvni nt 

12 Restaurants with boisterous music and dazzling 
lights are not very popular with grown-ujjs 

ImpliLation^ 

I The young like a boisterous mood around 
them 

II The aged tmd relaxation in a peaceful atmos¬ 
phere 

(a) J (h) J (t) J (d) J (c>) J 

btati nil nt 

11 A film IS being made on Rajiv CandhTs murder 
linpliLatwns 

I The film-makers loved Rajiv Ciandhi immen¬ 
sely 

II The film-makers want to cash the national 
tragedy of Rajiv Gandhi's assassination 

(a) J ib) Li (() J id) J (e) J 

Statement 

14 When the government announces a handsome 
amount for some relief fund, only 20% reaches the actual 
victims 

ImplnatwH'^ 

I After announcement, the govt does not release 
the whole amount 

II The corrupt officers and other employees 
manage to keep a large share from tne relief 
fund for themselves 

(a) □ (b) J (c) □ id) J (c) J 

Statement 

35 According to the Centre's directive to 
nationalised banks, 11 5% incomt»-tax would be deducted 
on the interest earned on fixed deposits 

hnplicatwn‘i 

I No one wa nts to pay income-tax 

II There Is no deduction of income-tax else¬ 
where 

( 11 ) J (.b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 







OBJECnVE’TYPE QUESTi 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


The following questions were set in 
the Bank Probationary Officers' ex¬ 
amination held on the 20th October, 
1991. 

Wlp are grateful to Mr Atique-uT 
Zaman of Patna and Mr Ajit Kumar 
Aggarwal of Ranchi for sending these 
questions to us. 

]. Wimbledon's Women's 
Singles Title for the year 1991 was 
won by: 

(fl) Steffi Graf 

(b) Gabriela Sabatini 

(c) Martina Navratilova 

(d) PamShriver 

2. Who among the following is 
the Prime Minister of Nepal? 

(a) B.P. Koirala 

(b) BindaShah 

(c) K.P. Bhattarai 

(d) Shailendra Kumar Upad- 
hyaya 

3. Who among the following 
has been appointed by Chandra 
Shekhar Government as ilead ol the 
one-man commission to conduct a 
judicial inquiry into the assassination 
of Shri Rajjv Gandhi? 

(a) J.S. Verma 

(b) D.P. Madon 

(f) Rangnath Misra 

(d) D.R. Kartikeyan 

4. Which of the following is the 
largest single opposition party in the 
present Lok Sabha? 

(a) Janta Dal (b) BJP 

(c) Congress-1 (d) SJP 

5. Bachawat Award was for: 

(a) Newspaper establishments 

(b) Teachers 

(c) Physicians & Surgeons 

(d) Lawyers 

6. Who has taken over as 
Deputy Chairman of the Planning 
Commission? 

(a) P.V. Narasimha Rao 

(b) Pranab Mukherji 

(c) Mohan Dharia 

(d) Dr Manmohan Singh 

7. According to 1991 census, 
which of the following statements 
about literacy figures is NOT true? 

(a) Only tihose above 7 years of 
age were considered for I 


calculating the literacy rate 

(b) In absolute numbers there 
is an increase in the literate 


population 
there is an ir 


(c) There is an increase in the 
population of illiterates 
id) tnclia has one-third of the 
world's illiterates 

8. Which of the following is a 
recently released biography of Lady 
Mountoatten? 

(a) Mountbatten 

(b) Edwina Mountbatten 

(c) Edwina Mountbatten—A 
life of her own 

(d) Edwina Mountbatten— 
Her relationship with 
Nehru 

(e) Mountbatten and her stay 
in India 

9. Who is the author of the 
recently released book 'All these 
Years'? 

(a) P.D Tandon 

(b) Romtsh Thapar 

(c) Kamla Chattopadhyaya 

(d) Khushwant Singh 

10. Which of the following 
world countries is to host 1992 Olym¬ 
pics? 

(a) Italy 

(b) South Korea 

(f) Mexico 

(d) Brazil 

(c) None of these 

11. Which of the following 
players recently won 'women's 
singles "I'rench Open Lawn Tennis" 
title? 

^ Monica Seles 
ib) Steffi Graf 

(c) Zina Garrison 

(d) Gabriela Sabatini 

12. Which of the following 


Bahadur Stadium, Hyderabad in Aug 
'91? 

(a) Indonesia (b) China 
(c) Nepal (d) Syria 

13. Who among the following 
has been awarded 'Bharat Ratn^ 
recently? 

(a) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


(b) N.G. Ranga 

(c) G.L. Nanda 

(d) S.C. Bose 

14. The present Lok Sabha is: 

(a) 9th (b) 10th 

(c) 11th (d) 8th 

(e) 12th 

15. Women's world Power Lift¬ 
ing competitions was held in which 
of the following cities in June 1991? 

(a) New Delhi 

(b) Washington 

(c) Tokyo 
(i/) Peking 

16. The World Open Billiards 
Tournament for the top eight profes¬ 
sionals was held from Jitly 25th to» 
July 29th 1991 in which of the follow¬ 
ing cities? 

(fl) New Delhi 

(b) Washington 

(c) Bangkok 

(d) Bangalore 

17. Headquarters of the 'World 
Bank' is situated at which of the fol¬ 
lowing places? 

(a) Manila 

(/») Washington 

(c) New York 

(d) England 

18. As per census 1991, which of 
the following States is below the na¬ 
tional average for literacy? 

(<?) Maharashtra 

(b) Gujarat 

(c) Orissa 

((/) West Bengal 

19. In the recent budget 
' proposals, the non-planned expendi¬ 
ture is kept at approximately; 

(a) Rs 65,000 crore 
ib) Rs 70,000 crore 

(f) Rs 75,000 crore 

(d) Rs 80,000 crore 

20. Which of the following is the 
largest planet? 

(a) Mercury (h) Venus 
(c) Pluto (d) Mars 

(e) Jupiter 

21. Which of the following is the 
main function of 'Insulin' in the 
human body? 

(O') to maintain the blood pres¬ 
sure 
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(h) to chtvk the level of iodine 
in the body 

(c) to help in digestion of food 
(it) to control the level of sugar 
in the bixly 

22. Newspapers are NOT pub¬ 
lished from which of the following 
Indian States? 

(a) Assam 

(/>) Arunachal Pradesh 
(r) Mizoram 
((/) Manipur 

23. Which ot the tollowine is one 
of the highlights of new Industrial 
Policy recently declared by the 
Central Coverninent? 

((7) Fxcise Duty on two 
wheelers increasi'd 
(h) (lovernment banned the 
import of technical 
knowhow for a year 

(c) Licencing dispensed with 
for all industries except 18. 

(li) NRls not allowed to invest 
in India 

24. Who has won the greatest 
number of Oscars in his hfe-time? 

(a) Wait Disney 
(h) Ingrid Bergman 
(r) Charlie Chaplin 

(d) David Lean 

25. 'Cauvery Water Dispute' is 
between pairs of which of the follow¬ 
ing States? 

(a) Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Pondicherry 

(b) Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu and Cmjarat 

(c) Gujarat, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh 

((/) Pondicherry, Andhra 
Pradt'sh antf Karnataka 

(e) Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Gujarat 

26 Which of the following state¬ 
ment is TRUE about Nepal? 

ill) Monarchy returned to 
Nepal 

(b) King Birendra assumed the 
office of the Pnme Minister 
of the country 

(c) Mr Krishna Prasad Bhat- 
tarai was sworn in as the 
country's new Prime Mini¬ 
ster 

(d) Nepal's first elected 
government in the last 32 
years was sworn in on May 
29th, 1991 

27. Which of following is TRUE 
as lar as rt'cenl budget proposals are 
concerned ? 

(n) Increase in excise duty 
rate's of a large number of 


consumer durables 
(W Change in the rate struc¬ 
ture of personal incTime tax 

(c) Reduction in import duty 

(d) Increase in customs duty 
(c) None of these 

28. 'Deolali' in Nasik District of 
Maharashtra was in the news be¬ 
cause; 

(a) one of the employee of 
army school was awarded 
highest gallantry award 
ib) the army's school of artil¬ 
lery celebrated its golden 
jubilee 

(c) there was communal riot 
recently 

((/) there was a religious fair 
there recently 
(c) None of these 

29. The giant metrewave radio- 
telescope is located at: 

(a) KhiKlad 

(b) Pune 

(c) Ooty 

(d) Kharagpur 

(e) None or these 

30. Who has been appointixl as 
Chairman of the Committee* that will 
Icxik into the recommendations of the 
Ram Murti Committee's report? 

(a) Dr Malcolm Adisessiah 

(b) A.P. Mitra 

(c) N. janardhan Reddy 

(d) V. Iyer 

(e) None of these* 

31. Council of Scientific and In¬ 
dustrial Research (CSIR) gives which 
of the following awards every year? 

00 Jamnalal Bajaj 

(b) S.S. Bhatnagar 

(c) Dhanvantri 

((f) Hari Om Ashram 

32. Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma is a 
famous player of: 

(a) Shehnai (b) Flute 

(c) Santoor (d) Tabla 

(e) Sitar 

33. Why Mrs Edith Cresson of 
France was in the news recently? 

00 She was the first woman to 
become French Premier 

(b) She visited India recently 

(c) She was the first woman 
opposition leader of the 
country 

(if) Her name was proposed 
for Nobel Peace Prize for 
1990 

34. According to World Tables, 
1991, published by the World Bank in 
May 1991, India’s external debt in 
1989 was; 


(a) $ 1 billion 

(b) $62,509 billion 

(c) $7,937 billion 

(d) $6,250 billion 

(e) None of these 

35. Recently telecasted serial 
'India's Rajiv' was produced & 
directed by which of tne following 
personalities? 

(a) Mira Nair 

(b) Shyam Senegal 

(c) Satyajit Ray 
((f) SimmiGrewal 

36. Who is the present Governor 
of Punjab? 

(a) Surendra Nath 
ib) O.P. Malhotra 
(c) Virendra Verma 
id) Sidharth Shanker Ray 

37. Which of the following is 
NOT a metal? 

OO Nickel 
ib) Mercury 

(f) Phosphorus 
((f) Lead 

(c) Radium 

38. Ikebana is the Japanese art 
of: 

((?) plant farming 
(f>) freestyle wrestling 
(c) modern painting 
((f) suicide 

(c) flower arrangement 

39. Ben Kingsley is associated 
with which of the following fields? 

(a) Medical Science 

(b) Sports 
(() Politics 

id) Social Service 
O') Motion picture 

40. How much approximate 
blood (litres) docs a normal adult 
human have in the body? 

((/) 4 to 5 ib) 2 to 3 

(c) lto2 ((f) 6 to 7 

((’) None of these 


ANSWERS 


1. (rt) 

2. 00 

3. (a) 

4. (b) 

5. (a) 

6. ib) 

7. (c) 

8. (c) 

9. ib) 

10. (c) The 1992 Olympic games will 
be held at Barcelona (Spain) 

11. M 

12. ((f) 

13. (a) 

14. (b) 

15. (a) 

16. (rt) 

17. (b) 

18. (c) 

19. id) 

20. (e) 

21. id) 

22. ib) 

23. (c) 

24. id) 

25. id) 

26. id) 

'27. (a) 

28. ib) 

29. («) 

30. (c) 

31, ib) 

32. (c) 

33. (a) 

34. ib) 

35. (d) 

36. (a) 

37. (c) 

38. (e) 

39. (e) 

40. (a) 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Read the following passages 
carefully and select the most ap¬ 
propriate answers to the questions 
given below. For each question, 
four choices are given. 

The recent policy packages of the 
new government concerning in¬ 
dustry, trade and finance are 
designed to bring about far-reaching 
changes in Indian economy. While in¬ 
dustry is widely jubilant, consumer 
and labour circles are apprehensive 
of the immediate and long-term im¬ 
pact of the new measures. Industry 
feels that it will now have far greater 
freedom to reorganise, rationalise 
and expand in terms of finances, 
production patterns and the 
timum use of capital and labour. On 
the other hand the spectre of large 
scale lay-offs and unemployment is 
haunting trade unionists and 
workers. What seems to have ex¬ 
a sperated workers' circles and in¬ 
deed the ministry of labour itself is 
the apparent complete lack of con¬ 
sultation with them prior to the an¬ 
nouncement of the new policies. 
Latest indications, however, are that 
finance ministry is to initiate such 
discussions shortly. 

It is essential that these discus¬ 
sions should be conducted in an at¬ 
mosphere free of mutual suspicion 
and hostility. It would be useful to 
reach a measure o f consensus on cer¬ 
tain broad propositions. The new 
policies are ciesigned to accelerate the 
process of restructuring and give it a 
certain direction. Restructuring can 
take many different forms such as 
privatisation of the public sector; 
scaling down certain lines of produc¬ 
tion wnile production in other lines is 
initiated and stepped up; intnxiuc- 
tion of new technologies and op¬ 
timising the use of capital resources 
and labour. 

1. The new policy packages of 
the government are designed to: 

(a) increase industrial and 
agricultural production 

(b) effect important changes 
in the Indian economy 

(c) control pric-es 


) W) give absolute freedom to 
industry to control and 
reorganise its finances 

2. What are the fears of trade 
unions and workers? 

(<i) large scale unemployment 

(b) large scale lay-ofifs to save 
finances 

(f) lack of understanding be¬ 
tween ministry of labour 
and workers 

W) further worsening of rela¬ 
tions between labour and 
management 

3. One of the following indica¬ 
tions is TRUE. 

(a) increase in workers' 
wages shortly 

(b) participation of labour in 
management in due 
course of time 

(c) governmental take-over of 
industries soon 

(d) initiation of discussions 
between labour and minis¬ 
try shortly 

4. One of the following state¬ 
ments is FALSE. 

(a) the new policies aim at 
restructuring of industry 

(b) it would be useful if there 
is a amsensus 

(c) discoissions should be free 
of mutual suspicion and 
hostility 

(d) discussions and mecting.s 
are of no use 

5. Restructuring can be done 
by; 

(a) totally giving up the past 
practices 

(b) selective and ideal forms 

(c) varied forms 

(tf) rigid forms 

6. Restructuring should aim at: 

(n) introduction of new tech¬ 
nologies only 

(b) liberal imports of techni¬ 
cal know-how 

(c) optimum use of capital, 
laoour and new tech¬ 
nologies 

(d) take-over of sick in¬ 
dustrial units 


* Pick out the word/words which is 
SAME in meaning as the words un¬ 
derlined in the passages: 

7. Bpprcfmtsive-. 

(fl) anxious (b) nervous 

(f) fearful (d) worried 

'"8. exasperated: 

(a) annoyed (b) ignored 

(c) teased (d) offended 

9. spectre: 

(a) shadow' (b) spirit 

(c) illusion (d) gnost 

10. hostility: 

(a) arrogance (b) distrust 

(c) dislike (d) hatred 

* Pick out the word/words that is 
OPPOSITE in meaning to the 
words underlined in the passages: 

11. jubilant: 

(a) dejected (b) unlively 

(c) depressed (ij) unliap^ 

12. expand: 

ia) reduce (b) dwrease 

(c) diminish Op shrink 

13. consensus: 

(a) confusion 

(b) disagreement 

(c) crisis 

(d) conflict 

14. acceleiate: 

(a) creep 

(h) move slowly 
(t) drag 

(d) lag 

* Which of the phrases (1,2,3 & 4) 
given below each sentence should 
replace the phrase underlined to 
make the sentence grammatically 
correct? If the sentence, is correct as 
it is, mark (5) as the answer. 

15. The artist contimie.s to work 
in the mediu m he understands lx;st, 
breathing his inborn individuality 
and vitality into newer forms. 

(1) within the medium 

(2) with the medium 

(3) for the medium 

(4) into the medium 

(5) no correction required 

16. This is the very first criminal 
case in which the susp^t's name has 
figured arid no one is quitelv ready to 
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hazard a giioss. 

(]) is quite ready to hazard 

(2) is quiet ready to hazard 

(3) is quite readily to ha/tird 

(4) was quite reaay to hazard 

(5) no correction rfH.|uired 

17. And when we saw that they 
were about to start building the coffer 
dam, we realised that something 
drastic has to be done. 

(1) was to be done 

(2) would be done 

(3) should be done 

(4) had to be done 

(5) no correction required 

18. It d(U’s not augur well at all 
for the country and for what passes 
as its civil society that legitimate 
public action has been stilled in this 
manner. 

(1) into what passes as 

(2) for which passes as 

(3) tor such passes as 

(4) for what passes as 

(5) no correction required 

19. He felt like a character in a 
story book which had gazed out for a 
moment in his brief, imagined life at 
the real world. 

(1) that gazed out 

(2) who did gazed out 

(3) who has gazed out 

(4) who had gazed out 

(5) no corrcKtion required 

* In each sentence below, four 
words have been printed in italics 
which are numbered 1,2,3 & 4. One 
of these words may be mis-spelt. 
Find out the word that is wrongly 
spelt. 

20. Our decisions cnuiinilc{\) 
from our objective cvailuahonQ.) of 
the renlilies{3) of the situation in any 
given amtexM). 

21. The dchfarsfl) and the 
reccpiciitsil) of aid must also ackiww- 
/t’dgc(3) their need to accept reasimahle 
(4) terms of aid. 

22. NcccessarilyO) writing in 
English turns out to he more of an. 
intellectual{2) exercise for the Indian 
even when he may not have cul- 
tivatedO) his own mother-tonguc(4). 

23. Subteld) nmneesQ) and hues 
of the Indian ImtguagesO) as spoken 
in all these places settle down in his 
psyched). 

24. As impressived) as the 
qmlityll) of his work is the fact that 


he did not use any highly sofisti- 
catedO) photograpnic cqutpmentd) 
for the job. 
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* Pick out the most effective word 
from the given words to fill in the 
blank to make the sentence mean¬ 
ingfully complete. 

25. The influence of literature on 
society is that of a„_ __on the climate 
of a region. 

(1) rainfall 

(2) gmenery ' 

(3) landscape 

(4) forest . 

26. It is now accepted that all of 
us possess cancer 

(1) genes (2) germs 

(3) cells (4) bacteria ’ 

27. Each one of us, in our 
lifetime tends to _ a philosophy. 

(1) learn (2) acquire 

(3) follow ,(4) develop 

28. Breakthroughs in science do 

not_with a bang. 

(1) come 

(2) happen 

(3) erupt 

(4) explode 

29. There is not a single concept 
which I am convinced will firm. 

(1) remain (2) keep 

(3) stand (4) impress 

30. The relationship between 
trade, domestic health and safety 

standards_never been properly 

understood. 

(1) had (2) have 

(3) has (4) was 

31. I would not like anyone of 

my _to study and get a degree like 

me. 

(1) colleagues 

(2) generation * 

(3) friends .■ 

(4) enemies 

32. Here was a person who had 
such a healthy attitude_ _ life. 

(1) for (2) towards 

(3) toward (4) in 

33. Slaves are imprisoned in 
the houses of revolutionaries. 

(1) still (2) thus 

(3) even (4) though 

34. It is the theme of her paint¬ 
ings that generates_appeal 

(1) prompt 

(2) immediate 

(3) quick 

(4) instant • 

* Read each sentence to find out if 
there is any error in it. The error, if 
any, will be in one of the parts of the 
sentence. The number of that part is 
the answer. If there is no erroi^ the 


answer is 5. 

35. The irony of irony (1) is that 
popular (2) authors are generally (3) 
graded second-rate (4). No error (5). 

s 36. Hardly anybody (1) includ¬ 
ing the thousands of women (2) from 
rural India (3) were impressed by her 
speech (4). No error (5). 

37. He sat staring in surprise (1) 
unable to understand (2) as to why 
his mother wished (3) to go~to the 
main road to die (4). No error (5). 

38. The time has come (1) when 
we had to (2) find areas of agreement' 

(3) oTten cutting across our personal 
prejudices (4). No error (5). 

39. Such, natural imagery (1) 
suggests that the killings u) were 
akin \i^h a natural disaster (3) and 
not a Tnatter of individual respon¬ 
sibility (4). No error (5). 

40. Yet the writers (1) ha\'e no 
qualms ia (2) depicting the gt>ry (3) 
details of the violence (4). No error 
(5). 

* 41. Many a time (1) the records 
they have (2) managed to acquire 
were (3) in ptxir shape, to start with 

(4) . No error (5). 

* 42. If 1 had (I) my way (2) 1 will 
spend my (3) entire life on the sea (4). 
No error (5). 

ANSWERS 

1. (l>) 2. (a) 3. (d) 

4. (d) 5. (c) 6. (c) 

7. (c) 8. (rt) 9. (d) 

10. (c) 11. id) 12. (d) 

13. (h) 14. (hj 15. (2) 

16. (1) 17. (4) 18. (5) 

19. (4) 

20. (2) evaluation 

21. (2) recipients 

22. (1) necessarily 

23. (1) subtle 

24. (3) sophisticated 

25. (4) 26. (1) 27. (4) ' 

28. (Ik 29. (3) 30. (3) 

31, (2) 32. (2) 33. (3)- 

34. (4). 

35. (1) 'the irony of ironies' 

36., (4) 'was impressed' 

37. (3) 'as to' is not required; 'why 

his mother wished' is the 
correct usage. 

38. (2) 'when we have to' 

39. (3) 'were akin to' 

40. (2) 'no qualms about' 

41. (4)'in a poor shape' 

42. (3)'I would' 





DBSCRIPTIVe QUESTIONS 


Descriptive Questions 


The follou'in^ are the answers to 
questions set in the Descriptive Test for 
the BSRB (Madras) Clerical Examina¬ 
tion held on September 22,1991. 

We thank Mr Vara Prasad Gupta of 
Nai^ari (AP)for sending ns the question 
paper. 

Q. 1 I had gone to a close friend 
of mine expecting a very warm wel- 
come. But my expectations totally 
failed. 

Give various possible reasons 
for this unexpected happening. 

Ans. Momentary m()ods vary 
with the circumstances. However 
close a friend or colleague may be, he 
is generally not welcome to drop m at 
any time of the day or night—with 
some exceptimis ot course.-It is pos¬ 
sible that when the person referred to 
in the question went to meet his dear 
friend, the latter may be feeling great¬ 
ly worried on account of certain per¬ 
sonal and domestic problems. He 
may be greatly upset by a certain 
development (say a quarrel in the 
house) and probably w'anted to be 
left alone in order to ponder over the 
difficult situation. When there is a 
domestic crisis, the adult members of 
the family generally wish to talk 
things over among themselves, 
without any outsider butting in and 
becoming an unwelcome intruder, 
however dependable a person the lat¬ 
ter is supposed to be. 

The "close friend" on whom this 
person called may not be close any 
more because of certain reports he 
might have heard about the visitor. It 
has often been seen that an adverse 
report about .someone's character 
develops a sudden prejudice in the 
minds of even the best friends. When 
someone or his family is strongly 
criticised, the critic no longer remains 
a dear friend. When this develop¬ 
ment takes place at a certain time, it is 
no wonder that the former friend 
does not wish to meet the person who 


has come in the expectation of a 
warm welcome. Even stray remarks 
made within the hearing of someone 
who knows both the families (and 
conveyed to the party thus criticised) 
may ends cordial friendship. 

Or may be the person suddenly 
visited may be getting ready to go out 
on an important piece of business. 
The visit may thus have come at a 
wrong time. How could a warm wel¬ 
come be extended to the visiting 
friend in such circumstances? 

Collective Thinking 

Q. 2 Progress can be achieved 
only through collective thinking. 
Give two ai^uments in favour and 
two arguments against the view¬ 
point expressed in this statement. 

Ans. Several factors contribute 
to the progress of a group or society; 
each has a different impact, positive 
or nt'gative. Sometimes it is difficult 
to assess the precise impact of a cer¬ 
tain factor; may be, it is a combination 
of factors that has brought about a 
happy result—sound progress. 

Arguments in Favour 

1. Two heads are always better 
than one; an individual on his own is 
generally unable to consider dispas¬ 
sionately all aspects of a problem or 
situation. When several persons ex¬ 
press their views and offer their sug¬ 
gestions the result is, by and large, 
wholesome; the various aspects of a 
question or proposal are fully ex¬ 
amined and the pros and cons of a 
scheme analysed in a constructive 
spirit. 

2. History proves that when a 
single person, be he a head ot State or 
Government or holder of some other 
high post, takes a decision or comes 
to a conclusion he may make mis¬ 
takes. All human beings are liable to 
err. Bias and prt^dice play their part 
in the decision-making process. And 
once a decision is made, for instance 


a fateful one on making peace or 
going to war with another country, 
has been taken it is generally too late 
to reverse or modify it. Meanwhile, 
much damage and destruction might 
have been done. This happens par¬ 
ticularly in war-time. There is much 
advantage in trying for a consensus 
or general agreement before taking a 
decision on an important matter of 
policy. Haste and rashness are 
avoided. 

Arguments Against 

1. At times the situation calls for 
a speedy and prompt decision on the 
course of action to be taken or to be 
avoided; where an individual has the 
final authority to take decisions, he or 
she can do so without waiting for the 
views of the members of a collective 
society or group. Much time is thus 
saved and in most cases time is the 
essence of the matter. It makes all the 
difference. 

2. The concerned individual 
alone knows the intricacies of a cer¬ 
tain situation and the problem may 
be too personal or secret to be dis¬ 
closed to others, however friendly 
they might be. Leakage ot a secret, 
especially among women, may do 
much harm scKially. No woman, it is 
said, can keep a secrc't. 

Effect of Punishment 

Q. 3 Punishment, harsh treat¬ 
ment, ridicule can lead a person to 
learn better. 

Explain and substantiate your 
stand by giving instances and ex¬ 
amples from your own experience, 
reading or knowledge. 

Ans. In my opinion, which is 
based on personal knowledge and 
experiena?, punishment to a child or 
adult for doing something wrong 
often serves a good purpose; such 
punishment makes the offender 
realise that he or she has done some¬ 
thing wrong. It serves as a deterrent 
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and a warning that he cannot commit 
a wrong and get away with it. If, on 
the other hand, a person does not suf¬ 
fer in any way for committing a 
wrong, he is likely to repeat the error. 
The wrong-doer will, in conse¬ 
quence, never learn It the crime, 
minor or major, is repeateti much too 
often, the wrong-doer may become a 
habitual offender and therefore a 
danger to society. I lowever, there are 
some people who hold the view that 
awarding punishment, especially 
corporal punishment, is degrading 
and otherwise harmful to a sensitive 
victim, while it Ls no deterrent to the 
hardened criminal; the latter may 
even court it. Its unwholesome effect 
may be seen when we recall that 
parents and teachers who resorted to 
it very frequently were the most bru¬ 
tal in other respects also. We should 
remember that the strain of cruelty 
exists somewhere in every in¬ 
dividual However, 1 have noticed 
that corporal punishment is quite ef¬ 
fective because it is prompt and is 
feared by all Punishment must, how¬ 
ever, fit the crime. Where it is exces¬ 
sive or inadequate, it is likely to 
prove counter-productive. 1 have 
come across several such instances. 
Many first offenders can however be 
rehabilitated and refonned. 

Harsh treatment is generally in¬ 
defensible. It never pays. 1 know of 
growing children who have been 
brought round and persuaded to 
abadon bad habits tlmmgh tact, sym¬ 
pathetic treatment and sound advice 
which can make a person a better 
member of society But 1 know of at 
least two friends who became unso¬ 
cial and introverts as a result of 
ridicule and derision by their parents 
or friends. Far from becoming good 
individuals and improving their con¬ 
duct, they became cynics. Cases are 
also known of highly sensitive boys 
and girls who committed suicide 
when they were ridiculed or strongly 
abused, taunted or reprimanded on 
their dismal performance. Such 
ridicule should, I believe, be avoided. 
It is likely to have undesirable results. 

Role of Watches 

Q. 4. Suppose there were no 
watches in the world. Write your 
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answer by imagining the above 
situation. 

Ans. If there were no watches in 
the world, it would be difficult, if not 
virtually impossible, to find out what 
time of the day or night it is. And 
when there is no information about 
the exact time at a particular moment, 
one would have to guess the time or 
wait for the announcements by the 
All India Radio and Doordarshan to 
get the requisite information. Time 
was when people could afford to idle 
away the hours of the day and night; 
it mattercxl little to them what the 
time was. They could have some idea 
about the time by noting the sunrise, 
when the sun is high in the horizon 
and when it sets. But in mixiern times 
knowledge alxiut the exact time is 
vital—for attending school oi college, 
or reaching one's office or for catch¬ 
ing a bus or train or an aeroplane for 
a flight to some other city or country. 
Without such important information. 
It would be sheer guess work. Many 
people would miss their trains and 
flights and then shake their heads in 
despair when they mi.ss trains, buses 
and planes. Or they would have to 
wait for hours for means of transport 
because they would not know the 
right time. 

At present our life is regulated by 


the watches, that is by time; generally 
we eat and go out to meet friends at 
fixed times. We are anxious to keep 
our appointments and be on time for 
duty in office or reach the post office 
to post letters and send registered ar¬ 
ticles or money orders by keeping the 
prescribed time in view. Without the 
watch we would be virtually at sea; 
there would be endless confusion 
and uncertainly. ^ 

Such mess and confusion would 
however be somewhat reduced if at 
least there arc clocks and time¬ 
pieces. The question does not say 
whether there would be no time¬ 
pieces and clocks either. If none of 
these are available, the confusion 
would indeed be terrible. Few stu¬ 
dents would be able to reach their 
examination centres or places of 
study in time. As a sequel, they 
would miss many valuable career op¬ 
portunities. 

"Stop Watches'" and other 
types of watches are necessary at 
sports meets. Without watches it 
would be difficult to record the 
timings of each race or other sports 
events. Much of the interest in such 
events might be lost if there are no 
watches. The exact timing is of 
great importance for establishing 
records in the sports field. 
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Round-up of National Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Relative stability—"Consensus" Prime Minister—Enhanced reservations— 
Bloody elections—Economic crisis—Improvement in foreign relations— 
Rebuff from Soviet Union—SAARC Summit episode. 

T he past year was one of relative political stability at the national level. It brought 
some relief after the short terms of Prime Ministers Mr V.P. Sin};h and Mr Chandra 
Shekhar; the former stayed in office for 11 months and the latter fot only four months. 
Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao has been Prime Minister since fitne and since no fiolilical 
party, not even the sharp critics of the present regime, wants to oust him, he is likely 
to stay put for many months, if not for the full five-year term. 

Mr Rao is widely known as the "consensus man"; there have been endless 
consultations, often characterised by immense patience. Since very few eomrete 
decisions have been made, several cynics have described Mr Narasimha Rao as “a 
prisoner of indecision". The policy of conciliation has apparently done him much gcml 
in the political arena. 

Almost the only definite decision taken by Mr Rao relates to the 59.5 per cent 
reservations and the introduction of the economic criterion in this system. Soi lally and 
economically backward sections of the people have thus been won ot'cr, more vote banks 
have been created. The final verdict has yet to be delivered by the Supreme Court which 
IS considering the constituttonality of such a high percentage of resi'rvniions Mr Rao 
emerged as a leader in his oxvn right after the by-elections in Noo 97 which 
strengthened the Congress position. 

But the country's main problems remain unsolved. The militants, the terrorists 
and the secessionists have been quite active, especially in Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, 
and Assam. 

Militants' Activity: There were hundreds of killings (mostly of innocent 
people), scores of bomb blasts and much roideiice of the new practice of kidnappings of 
important people followed by demands for release oj jailed terrorists. A ssaiii's notorious 
outfit ULFA repeatedly resorted to kidnappings. The Army's "Operation Bairaiig" was 
partially successful in tackling the ULFA extremists' menace. Punjab's Amritsar and 
Batala areas were seriously disturbed, with a daily toll of life. Many polite and other 
security personnel and their families loere among the hapless I'ictiiiis. Security betaine 
a cruel joke, judging from the militants' range tif depredations 

The Naxaliles continued to be actitv in Andhra Pradesh, and in some other areas 
where they indulged merrily in acts of lawlessness. The police seemed to have betome 
helpless spectators of Naxahtes' misdeeds. 

The past year confirmed that peaceful elections have Ivcoine a raie plieiiomeiioii 
in the country. Eiicry electoral exercise is marked by bloodshed, violence, booth 
capturing and various other electoral malpractices. The general election held in 
May-June 1991 was perhaps the bloodiest on record and toas characterised by repolling 
directives by the highly controversial Chief Election Commissioner, Mr T.N. Seshan, 
against whom impeachment proceedings were threatened by certain opfxisitioii parlies. 
Later, at the instance of the ruling party, the threat loas averted. 

Although the economic disaster facing the country because of the foreign exchange 
and balance of payments crises were averted at the last minute by the drastic measures 
taken by the Union Finance Minister, DrManmohan Singh, and the World Bank-IMF 
gestures, inflationary forces continued to rock the country. The people groaned under 
the burden of soaring prices. 


Foreign Relations: There was 
some improvemeitl in Indo-US relations; 
at any rate tlieieuvre few strains between 
them. There ivas no adverse' iinjHiit of 
inteniatioiuil developiueiits, including 
the gradual phasing out of US-Pak cor¬ 
diality and the notorious "till". India's 
relations with China also showed im¬ 
provement Although the border issue 
remains unresobved, the Prime Minister 
Li Peng envisaged some adjustments so 
as to eliminate the causes of tensions. 

Indo-Pakistan relations however 
were marked by the usual strains, the 
occasional assurances by Islamabad 
leaders of "friendship and cordiality" 
notwithstanding Pakistan continued to 
interfere in India’s internal affairs by 
training, equipping and encouraging 
militants operating in f & K, and Punjab. 
On the nuclear ist,ue also Pakistan's 
policy and postures were marked by 
hypocrisy ami decejition. 

Nno Delhi's ties with Bangladesh 
remained generally cordial, though the 
old issue of Ganga waters is still un¬ 
solved. India welcomed the lelurn of 
Bangladesh to parliamentary democracy 
and both countries assured the fullest 
coopcralion. 

India felt greatly Inn t at the Soviet 
support to the Pakistani lesolution on 
establishing a nuclear fieezone in South 
Asia. A policy switch by India's tradi¬ 
tional ally was feared, but President 
Gorbachov’s assiiiances to India’s Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Minister, Mr Madhavsinh 
Solanki during the latter's talks in Mos¬ 
cow in mid-Nirvember, 1991, removed 
the apprehensions for the time being. But 
both Mr Gorbachov and Mr Yeltsin 
admit that Soviet priorities have 
changed. 

India’s relations with Sri Lanka took 
a dip on the issue of the S/IARC summit 
scheduled to be held iii Colombo early in 
November. It was the King of Bhutan's 
decision not to attend the summit be¬ 
cause of domestic problems that led to the 
collapse of the summit but Sri Lanka 
President Mr Premadasa blamed Mr 
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Naui'^milut Rno for fhcdt^nttal cphodi 
limin'- //£s until Nepal anil A\ 
ghaiU'-taii n laatihd fnatdlu 

Details of Notable Events 

TELL-TALE ELECTION 
VERDICTS 

♦ The results ut the blocxiiest and 
the most disorderly gt neral election 
in the country to dih held in May 
June 1991, broadly contornied to the 
expectations with a te'w exceptions 
which did not radically change the 
political picture I he Congress (I) 
emerged as the largest party, with its 
total tally ol 22h higher by about "10 
than the 198^ poll figure Given the 
party s internal wranglings, 
jealousies and fissures, the total seats 
won by the party were about all that 
were hojxd for in tact, the party s 
victories in Haryana and Assam ex 
cte'ded the Congre*ss s estimates 

Although the paity could not 
secure a majority of its own and is 16 
scats short of the cov eted figure there 
IS little danger of the ruling set-up 
getting toppled in the near future 
Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao 
w as asked bv the President to get a 
yotc of confidence from the Lok 
Sabha which he sec\ired 

The National liont Government 
had fallen after 11 months when, fol¬ 
low mg the arrest of Mr I K Advani, 
the BJP withdrew its support The 
Chandra Shekhar ministi v fell after 4 
months when the Congress (1) 
withdrew its support on the pretext 
that the movements of Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi had been subjected to CID 
surveillance Ncvei had the country 
been governed by such a small 
group Ml Chandra Shekhar an¬ 
nounced his resignation from the 
post of Prime Minister on March 6, 
1991 The President s plan for the for¬ 
mation of a National Ciovcrnment 
misfired, so on April 19, 1991, he 
called for general elections in the 
country including Assam and Punjab 
but excluding J & K 

The May-June, 1991, elections 
showed that several political parties 
and independents (of whom there 
was an unduly large number, in fact 
they dominated the field and createxi 
utter cxinfusion) had thrown the code 


ot conduct to the winds The bcxith 
capturing, the unprecedented num¬ 
ber of weapons in evidence and the 
violence made matters worse While 
India needed a popularly elected 
government with a fairly comfortable 
majority, what the country has got is 
another "hung House' 

An analysis indicated that the 
BjPs popular vote had more than 
doubled dunng the 18 months, from 
11 8 per cent m 1989 to about 24 p>er 
cent in 1991 I he Congress (l)'s and 
the Janata Dal's popular vole had 
declincxi The Congress (1) jxilled a 
lower percentage of votes in eight 
States and the Janata Dal in U) But 
the BJP met this fate in only two 
States The party has expressed great 
satisfaction on winning a clear 
majority in UP and securing 20 out ot 
2S Lok Sabha seats m Gujarat (As¬ 
sembly elections were not held m that 
State) 

I he CPI welcomed the formation 
of the new Government and said that 
the National Front should determine 
Its attitude to the Government, judg¬ 
ing its policies and practices from 
issue to issue It descnbc?d the emer¬ 
gence of the BJP as the second largest 
party in the Lok Sabha and the largest 
in UP as a "grave threat to our secular 
demcxratic fabnc, national unity and 
communal unit" 

LOK SABHA RESULTS 
Party Position 


Congress (I) 

1991 Poll 

22b 

1989 Poll 

197 

BJP 

119 

85 

Janata Dal 

55 

143 

Telegu Desam 

13 

2 

CPKM) 

35 

33 

CPI 

13 

12 

SJP 

5 

nil 

AIADMK 

11 

11 

JMM 

6 

3 

Indejaendents & 
others 25 

41 


By-elections: The broad pattern 
of May-June poll results was fol- 
lowcxj in the by-elections held on 
Nov 16,1991 Originally elections 
were sc heduled for 16 Lok Sabha and 


18 State Assembly seats but the poll 
[ was countermanded in the New 
Delhi Parliamentary and two As¬ 
sembly seats (one in Agartala 
(Tripura) and one in Andhra 
Pradesh) The Congress (I) was the 
top scorer for both Lok Sabha and 
Assembly by-elections Mr Narasim¬ 
ha Rao was elected from Andhra 
Pradesh with a record mapnty of 5 
lakh votes 

PUNJAB POLL BEFORE FEB 15 

# The Union Home Minister, Mr 
S B Chavan, on Nov 11 categorically 
stated the Government's determina¬ 
tion to hold elections m Punjab before 
February 11, 1992, despite militants' 
effort to thwart them at the behest of 
Pakistan "Pakistan is inciting 
militants to create disturbances so 
that elections are not held But we 
mean business At no rate will wt? 
postpone the polls', Mr Chavan said 
The Government is kevn on having a 
representative government m Punjab 
with whom It could talk as there were 
a large number of splinter groups 
now aimplicating the matter 

J.K. Issue: Talking about the 
Jammu and Kashmir tangle, the 
Home Minister disclosed that para¬ 
military and security forces had been 
asked to flush out militants from 
Srinagar and other towns to help 
people who were not able to speak 
out for fear ot the gun to express 
themselves freely on restoring nor¬ 
malcy 

Only a small "group of elements" 
was m favour of Pakistan, he said^ 
adding that following atrocities by 
the militants, the IcKal population 
had come to realise that independent 
Kashmir was also out of the question 

Akalis seek Right to Secede; 
The Akali Dal (Badal) deaded recent¬ 
ly to insert the clause "right to 
secede" in any future dialogue with 
the U nion Govenment for a "peaceful 
negotiated settlement" of the Punjab 
problem The party General Secretary 
said the Centre should take the initia¬ 
tive for a settlement with "all relevant 
parties, including the militants, as 
per their role and strength" It should 
also accept the conditions set in the 
resolution adopted in the Sikh con¬ 
clave at Anandpur Sahib on Septem- 
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ber 1. The conclave had decided to 
boycott elections until and unless 
"repression" was stopped, general 
amnesty granted, 'black laws' 
repealed, para-military forces 
withdrawn and religious places freed 
from the "siege" of security forces. 

The Akali leader said once their 
conditions were met and civil rights 
and democracy restored in Punjab, it 
would be possible to negotiate a 
peaceful settlement of the State's 
problem. The insertion of the clause 
"right to secede", he declared, was 
essential for the success of such talks 
and also to persuade the militants to 
take part in them. 

STRATEGY TO TACKLE 
INSURGENCY 

# A comprehensive strategy to 
tackle insurgency in the north-east, 
particularly in Assam, was chalked 
out at an all-party meeting held in 
Delhi on October 3,1991. Besides the 
national and regional political par¬ 
ties, the Chief Ministers of the north¬ 
eastern States attended the meeting 
It was felt that the situation - n A.ssam 
and its neighbouring States was not 
conducive to development because 
of the menace of terronsm. 

he Assam Chief Minister, Mr Hites- 
war Saikia, claimed that "Operation 
Rhino" to flush out outlawed ULFA 
activists had yielded results. Several 
hundred ULFA militants were 
rounded up and weapons seized. 
However, he had directed mediators 
to wait for some time before starting 
a dialogue for the release of the 
hostages as the Centre has taken a 
tough attitude against the militants. 
Since "Operation Rhino" started, the 
ULFA activists were taking shelter in 
other areas, including Bangladesh. 

At the urgent request of Assam's 
Chief Minister Saikia, the Centre in 
mid-September sent army units to 
Assam to tackle the ULFA challenge. 

iNDO-U.K. PACT ON MILITANTS 

♦ In a major move against LTTE 
and Khalistani militants in London, 
India and Britain are to finalise a 
bilateral agreement shortly to enable 
conBscation of their assets, inves¬ 
tigate their bank accounts and put 
down drug trafficking by militants. 


the British High Commissioner to 
India, Mr David Goodall, disclosed 
recently. An Indian official delegation 
is expected to hold talks with the 
British authorities in London soon to 
conclude the "first of its kind" 
bilateral agreement. Britain feels con¬ 
cerned about the activities of Punjab 
militants and the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and murders on 
that account on British soil, besides 
the trafficking in drugs. 

The agreement is awaiting a 
final round of official talks. Only 
one or two outstanding issues 
need to be settled. As for LTTE, the 
group's office in London was sup¬ 
posed to be an information office. 
As long as they did not break the 
law, such offices would be al¬ 
lowed in Britain to operate 
without hindrance. 

NEW SET-UP FOR KASHMIR 

* Although no formal announce¬ 
ment has been made, a cell for Kash¬ 
mir comprising the Union Home 
Minister, Mr SB Chavan, and the 
Union Communications Minister, Mr 
Rajesh Pilot, and a couple of trusted, 
well-informed officials, has virtually 
come into being This cell is directly 
monitoring Kashmir developments 
and advising the State government 
on ways to counter the terrorists and 
create conditions for the return of 
normalcy in the Valley. 

Tlie Communication Minister is 
reported to have paid secret visits to 
undisclosed destinations to establish 
personal contact with leaders of 
militant outfits He also met .several 
Kashmir leaders and informed them 
that the Government would allow 
them to form their own government 
but within the framework of the In¬ 
dian Constitution. 

The State Government has been 
directed to pay special attention to 
cases of suspected militants now 
being held in detention without 
any proved charge against them. 
Hundreds of Kashmiri youth are 
reportedly languishing in jails now 
without any justification. The ad¬ 
ministration has been given in¬ 
structions to ensure that innocents 
are not troubled in future. 


INDIA-PAK CONSENSUS' ON 
SIR CREEK 

# India and Pakistan have reached 
a general consensus on the basic prin¬ 
ciples to resolve the Sir Creek issue to 
the mutual satisfaction of both 
countries in accordance with conven¬ 
tions and international law. 

At the end of the first round of 
Secretary-level talks between India 
and Pakistan in Rawalpindi the two 
countries agreed to meet again to dis¬ 
cuss further the specifics of the land 
maritime boundaries. The next meet¬ 
ing will be held in New Delhi at a 
mutually convenient date. The talks, 
held in a cordial and frendly atmos¬ 
phere, were on the demarcation of the 
land boundary in the Sir Creek area 
and delimitation of the maritime 
boundary. 

SIACHEN GLACIER ISSUE 
AGAIN 

# The Siachen Glacier is in Indian 
territory but the Pakistanis oc¬ 
casionally attempt to occupy it. 
Recently, Indian Defence Minister 
Sharad Pa war blamed Pakistan for 
not taking any steps towards peace¬ 
fully ending the continued hostilities 
in the glacier area. Addressing troops 
near the mouth of the strategic 
glacier, Mr Pawar said due to 
Pakistan's "stubborn attitude" India 
had been forced to divert sizable 
funds, which could have been used 
for developmental work, to protect 
the area. 

Pakistan had been trying to enter 
the Siachen area for several years, but 
such attempts had been rebuffed in 
the past by the Indian armed forces. 
In future also, Pakistan would not be 
allowed to gain access to the area. 
The morale of the troops was high in 
performing the daunting task in the 
lap of the Himalayas. 

KIDNAPPINGS GALORE 

# Abductions and killings have 
been common in the Kashmir Valley 
for the past many months, the most 
notable case being that of Mr K.D. 
Duraiswamy, an I.O.C. Executive 
Director (who was later set free), and 
a senior bank manager. Imitating the 
militants in Kashmir, ULFA started a 
kidnapping spree with the same ob¬ 
jective of getting their comrades 
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released from detention. On July 1 as 
many as 14 government officials, in¬ 
cluding a senior secretary to the 
Assam Government, were kid¬ 
napped by suspected ULFA militants 
even as the new Chief Minister, Mr 
Hiteswar Saikia, issued an appeal to 
the ULFA leaders to come for a 
dialogue. 

ULFA, which had maintained a 
low profile right through the elec¬ 
tions, hit the headlines when six of its 
top leaders masterminded two 
daring jailbreaks. According to intel¬ 
ligence sources, the kidnappings 
could be part of a State-wide plan of 
the organisation to express its frustra¬ 
tion or disapproval of the installation 
of a government of the Congress. 

IRAN BACKS INDIA ON J & K 

♦ On November 11 Iran categori¬ 
cally stated that the Kashmir issue is 
an internal matter of India and it will 
not interfere in any domestic matter 
of any country. During a meeting 
with the visiting External Affairs 
Minister, Mr Madhavsinh Solanki, to 
Teheran the Iranian President, Mr Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, said "as 
far as internal matters of India are 
concerned, we do not wish to inter¬ 
fere." 

At a one-to-one meeting Mr 
Solanki had wi A his Iranian counter¬ 
part, Dr Ali Akbar Velayati, the 
Iranian leader, said the Kashmir issue 
was an "internal matter of India", a 
spokesman of the Indian delegation 
accompanying the external affairs 
minister disclo^. 

The spokesman quoted Dr 
Velayati as saying "we have no desire 
to play a role" in resolving the issue 
between India and Pakistan, but if 
both the countries with whom Iran 
had good relations sought Teheran's 
help to find an amicable solution to 
the problem or any other dispute his 
country was willing to do so, the 
spokesman said. 

59.5 PER CENT RESERVATIONS 

# In September 1991 the P.V. 
Narasimha Government announced 
that there would be a total of 59.5 per 
cent reservations in government jobs 
for educationally, socially and 
economically backward classes. The 
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new feahue of the proposal was the 
inclusion of the economic criterion as 
a yardstick. The Centre's proposal to 
enlarge the scope of the Mandal 
Commission's recommendations is a 
declaration of intent. The issue is now 
before the Supreme Court which is 
expected to give the final decision 
before long. 

While Mr V.P. Singh's controver¬ 
sial announcement regarding reser¬ 
vations was made without 
consultation with other parties, Mr 
Narasimha's proposal was made 
after full consultations with other 
groups and was in fact the result of 
consensus. 

The keynote of the latest decision 
is social justice, not merely the 
protection and promotion, of caste in¬ 
terests. So the "Mandal fever" in this 
case proved transitory. The Union 
Government's intention to provide 
for reservations for religious min¬ 
orities also is prompted by the social 
justice theme. 

The Centre informed the 
Supreme Court on Sept 25,1991, that 
within the 27 per cent posts reserved 
for the socially and economically 
backward classes preference would 
be given to candidates belonging to 
poorer sections. In addition, 10 per 
cent of the posts would be reserved 
for other economically backward sec¬ 
tions not covered by any existing 
scheme of reservations. The criteria 
for determining the categories of 
beneficiaries have yet to be fixed. 

PRESIDENTS RULE IN STATES 

# The Central Government 
resorted to Article 356 of the Con¬ 
stitution (Imposition of President's 
Rule) five times during 1991—in Goa, 
Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Assam and 
Meghalaya. In each case the State 
ministry was dismissed because of 
the breakdown of the Constitutional 
machinery and because the Govern¬ 
ment could not be carried on there in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution. 

Goa: Governor's Rule, which 
had been imposed when the Con¬ 
stitutional machinery broke down, 
was ended on January 29,1991, when 
Mr Ravi Naik was sworn in as Chief 


Minister heading a Congress 
Democratic Front Govenunftnt. He 
was the fourth Chief Minister of the 
State since the elections to the As¬ 
sembly in Nov, 1989. 

Tamil Nadu: This State was put 
under President's rule on Jan 30, 
1991, following the reported break¬ 
down of the legal machinery and 
working of the law and order situa¬ 
tion. The aim was political. The 
Governor, Mr S.S. B&rnala, resigned. 

Haryana: The third State to fall 
under the Centre's hammer was 
Haryana where the Chief Minister, 
Mr Om Parkash Chautala, lost his 
majority on April 6,1991. Elections to 
the State Assembly were held on May 
20, 1991, and the new ministry 
headed by Mr Bhajan Lai (Congress) 
took office. 

Pondicherry: The Assembly 
was dissolved on March 4,1991, after 
having been kept in "suspended 
animation". A new ministry was 
formed after the polls'held in May, 
1991. 

Assam: The Centre imposed . 
President's rule on Nov 27,1990, and 
declared the entire State as a "dis¬ 
turbed area". The imderground or¬ 
ganisations, including ULFA and its 
collaborator, the NSCN, were 
banned. President's rule ended soon 
after the State went to the polls in 
May, 1991. Mr Saikia became the 
Chief Minister, heading a Congress 
team. 

Meghalaya: This State was 
brought under Central rule on Oc¬ 
tober 11,1991, and the Assembly was 
kept under suspended animation 
that brought the curtain down on the 
bizarre political situation there. It 
was for the first time that the State' 
was placed under Central rule since 
its inception in 1972. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

* Although the country's leaders 
were far too busy with domestic 
politics during the year to find time 
to iptprove foreign relatioits, the cir¬ 
cumstances and the attitudes of our 
neighbours generally favoured cor¬ 
dial links and lessening of tensions 
all round. The exception was Pakis¬ 
tan. 


Nepal: Indo-Nepalese relations 
showed notable improvement with 
the appointment of Mr K.P. Bhattarai 
as the interim Nepalese Prime Mini¬ 
ster and the Nepali Congress's less 
rigid stand on the issue of the Indo- 
Nepal Trade and Transit Treaty. In the 
first free and fair general elections in 
Nepal, held in May 1991, the Nepali 
Congress carried the day and later 
formed the Government with Mr G.P. 
Koirala as Prime Minister instead of 
Mr Bhattarai who was defeated in the 
poll. But Mr Koirala is also pro-India 
and a democrat. He is out to establish 
friendship with India. 

Bangladesh: In recent months, 
leaders of both India and Bangladesh 
have reaffirmed their desire to im¬ 
prove the relations between the two 
countries. Bangladesh's new Prime 
Minister, Begum Khaleda Zia, stated 
that resolution of all pending 
bilateral differences would mark the 
beginning of a new era of friendship. 
India's Foreign Secretary met her in 
Dhaka and conveyed a message of 
goodwill from the Indian Prime Mm- 
ister. The Bangladesh leader specifi¬ 
cally mentioned the Ganga waters 
issue stating that her country's north¬ 
ern areas were facing acute water 
shortage because of the "lean 
season". 

China: India's ties with China 
also seem to be improving. Talks at 
the Foreign Secretary level, and also 
at the ministerial level indicated that 
both sides were anxious to solve the 
border dispute in a spirit of mutual 
accommodation. The Chinese Prime 
Minister Mr Li Peng, told the Chinese 
National People's Congress—the 
country's parliament—that China 
had entered one of the finest periods 
of ties with neighbouring countries. 

A concrete step towards the 
resolution of the border differences is 
expected soon. Meanwhile, steps 
have been taken to mcrease the trade 
and transit of goods. 

Indo-Paldstan Hes: Two rounds 
of talks between India and Pakistan 
have been held during the past few 
months and a "modest advance" is 
reported to have been made/ but the 
main pending issues have not been 


resolved. In fact, there were occasions 
when the relations became strained. 
This was due to the endless inter¬ 
ference by Pakistan in India's internal 
affairs by arming and training 
militants operating in J & K and Pun¬ 
jab. 

Even though the U.S. Govern¬ 
ment has also advised Pakistan not to 
train terrorists operating in Indian 
territory and desist from such acts, 
Islamabad has not given up its dis¬ 
ruptive tactics. The Pakistan 
authorities have been harping on the 
Kashmir issue again and again at in¬ 
ternational forums and making a 
mockery of the Simla spirit. 

NEW TWIST TO TIN BiGHA 

♦ India is now completing its 
preparations for leasing out in per¬ 
petuity, the controversial area of Tin 
Bigha to Bangladesh while retaining 
residual sovereignty over it. 

During his visit to Tin Bigha in 
Cooch-Behar district, on Nov 12 the 
Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti Basu, 
reiterated that the State Government 
was committed to fulfilling the terms 
of the 1982 Memorandum of Under¬ 
standing between India and 
Bangladesh on Tin Bigha, which 
would provide the land link or cor¬ 
ridor from Rangpur to Angarpota 
and Dahagram, Bangladesh enclaves 
in India. 

The Chief Minister's elaboration 
that no time-limit had been set for 
handing over Tin Bigha on perpetual 
lease was a new twist to the complex 
issue. Bangladesh has been pressing 
India to complete the corridor arran¬ 
gements in Tin Bigha at an early date. 
Mr Basu's statement on there being 
no time-limit is, therefore, a subtle 
move. 

The background to Mr Basu's 
rider is provided by the fact that the 
Calcutta High Court is yet to 
pronounce judgement on the validity 
of leasing out Tin Bigha in perpetuity, 
for which India has agreed not to ac¬ 
cept payment, since it will retain 
sovereign rights over the land. The 
1982 MOU is a corollary to the 1974 
Indira Gandhi-Mujibur Rehman 
agreement on enclaves which 
Bangladesh has ratified but India has 
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not. India's reason is that demarca¬ 
tion of some 52 km is yet to be com¬ 
pleted. 

CENSORSHIP RULES TO BE 
AMENDED 

♦ The film censorship guidelines 
are to be amended to put greater 
curbs on exhibition of violence, sex 
and exploitation of women. 

The proposed amendments have 
been recommended by a committee 
headed by the former Central Board 
of Film Certification (CBFC) chair¬ 
man. The existing guidelines were is¬ 
sued on January 7, 1978, and were 
last amended on August 11,1989. 

The amendments had been 
necessitated because of criticism that 
films were trying to show women in 
poor light, and there were excessive 
scenes of crime, violence and sex. 

Even before the amendments are 
made, the Information and Broad¬ 
casting Minister, Mr Ajit Kumar 
Panja, announced that the repre¬ 
sentation of women on the Board will 
be increased from 25 to 35 per cent. 

The Board sources said the new 
guidelines will also enlarge the scope 
of those referring to depiction of 
women. The guidelines, which refer 
to "depiction of women in ignoble 
servility to man or glorifying such 
servility", are sought to be enlarged 
to say that "scenes degrading or 
denigrating women in any manner" 
in films will not be allowed. 

Scenes involving sexual violence 
against women, like attempt to rape 
or any other form of molestation or 
scenes of a similar nature are to be 
avoided, and if any such scene is ger¬ 
mane to the theme of the picture, it 
will be reduced to the minimum and 
no details will be shown. The earlier 
provision had larger scope for viola¬ 
tion of this guideline, which is 
proposed to be made tougher. 

Another guideline is proposed to 
ensure that "words with dual mean¬ 
ing as obviously cater to baser in¬ 
stincts" will not be allowed. 

ANTI-DEFECTION LAW UPHELD 

♦ The Supreme Court on Novem¬ 
ber 12, 1991, upheld the validity of 
the Anti-defection Law but main- 
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tained that the Speaker's order under 
the law was open to judicial review. 
The law had been introduced in 1985 
as the 10th Schedule of the Constitu¬ 
tion through the 52nd Constitution 
amendment. But two of the five 
judges on the Constitution Bench 
declared the law as unconstitutional 
on the ground that the amendment 
had not been ratified by at least one- 
half of the State legislatures, which 
was mandatory under Article 368 (2) 
of the Constitution. The majority said 
that despite Paragraph 7 of the lOth 
Schedule which bars judicial review, 
the amendment was not unconstitu¬ 
tional. 

Paragraph 7 contains a provision 
which is independent of, and stands 
apart from, the 10th Schedule's main 
provisions which are intended to 
provide a "remedy for the evil of im- 
principled and unethical political 
defections and, therefore, is a 
severable part". But the remaining 
provisions of the 10th Schedule, the 
judges said, could stand inde¬ 
pendently of Paragraph 7 and were 
complete in themselves, workable 
and not truncated. 

Significantly, the majority judge¬ 
ment said that "paragraph 7 of the 
10th schedule, in terms and in effect 
brings about a change in Articles 136, 
226 and 227 of the Constitution and, 
therefore, the amendment would re¬ 
quire to be ratified in accordance 
with Article 368 (2) of the Constitu¬ 
tion." 

"The provisions are salutary and 
are intended to strengthen the fabric 
of indian parliamentary democracy 
by curbing unprincipled and unethi¬ 
cal political defections", the majority 
judgement added. 

While rejecting the contention 
that the entire 10th Schedule even 
with the exclusion of paragraph 7, 
was violative of the basic structure of 
the Constitution, the three judges 
held that the Speakers (or chairmen 
of upper Houses) act as a "tribunal" 
and their decisions in a defection case 
were open to judicial review. 

The majority judgement affirmed 
that the Speaker's order (Paragraph 

, 6(1)) was open to judicial review if it 
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involved allegations of mala fides, 
non-compliance of rules, of natural 
justice and perversity. 

INTEGRATION COUNCIL 
SESSION 

* The first meeting of the 
reconstituted National Integration 
Council, held on November 2, failed 
to resolve the basic problems it con¬ 
sidered. The Council held the U.P. 
Government fully responsible for the 
protection of the Ram Janambhoomi- 
Babri Masjid structure at Ayodhya. 
After nine hours deliberations, 
during which several Chief Ministers 
and other leaders, spoke it resolved 
that the orders of the court on the 
land acquisition proceedings would 
be fully implemented and the judge¬ 
ment of the Allahabad High Court in 
the pending cases would not be vio¬ 
lated. 

The Council reaffirmed the 
resolve of the people to meet any 
challenge to the country's unity, in¬ 
tegrity and the secular democratic 
polity. The resolution was en¬ 
dorsed by all the members of the 
Council, except the spokesman of 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad who 
expressed reservations about the 
decisions. 

BROADCASTING COUNCIL 

* The Vardan Committee has sug¬ 
gested the setting up of an inde¬ 
pendent authority, the Broadcasting 
Council of India (BCD, for selecting 
agencies to give licences for new 
IV/Radio channels in different parts 
of the country to offer competition to 
Doordarshan. 

The Chairman and members of 
the Council, it has said, should be 
eminent public men with unim¬ 
peachable probity. A list of seven 
eligibility criteria for the licencees 
has been suggested. These include 
the applicant company being a 
public limited company whose 
shares are listed in the stock 
market, the willingness of the com¬ 
pany to abide by the programme 
guidelines to be spelt and to con¬ 
form to the frequency and other 
technical matters; the applicant 
company should not be affiliated to 
any political party or religious or 


communalparty. 

INDIA’S LINKS WITH 
REPUBLICS 

♦ India has recognised the Baltic 
republics as independent countries. 
Even within the framework of the 
Indo-Soviet Friendship Treaty of 1971 
there are clear openings for closer 
links with the Soviet republics which 
have become sovereign and inde¬ 
pendent of Moscow. This fact was 
disclosed by the Miruster of State for 
External affairs at a discussion on the 
implications of the recent develop¬ 
ments in Moscow, He threw light on 
New Delhi's thinking on the impact 
of the decentralisation process now 
under way. 

Tlic President of Uzbekistan, Mr 
Islam Karimov, visited New Delhi in 
August during which two agree¬ 
ments were signed with that republic 
on economic and cultural coopera¬ 
tion. India attached great importance 
to the visit in view of the "emergence 
of Soviet republics as sovereign en¬ 
tities and the need to have mutually 
beneficial relations with them". 

LOK SABHA HAILS COUP 
FAILURE 

♦ The Lok Sabha on August 22 con¬ 
gratulated the heroic people of the 
Soviet Union on restoring democratic 
values The failure of the coup in 
Moscow was hailed with loud 
thumping by Congress, BJP and 
Janata Dal members, while the Left 
parties were subdued in their 
response. 

The opposition sharply attacked 
the Government for its hasty 
response to the events in the USSR, 
and charged it of misreading the 
situation. The BJP hailed the failure of 
the undemocratic coup, the restora¬ 
tion of President (jorbachov and the 
fact that the Soviet Parliament had 
asserted its authority. More impor¬ 
tant, the people of the Soviet Union 
had triumphed and shown remark¬ 
able physical and moral courage in 
defying the forces of authorit¬ 
arianism. 

CPM-CHINA LINKS 

♦ Reliable reports indicate that the 
Communist Party of China is making 
a bid to take the place of the Com- 
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munist Party of the Soviet Union 
(now in ruins) as the principle centre 
of the World Communist movement. 
Two high-level CPM delegations 
from India have visited China in 
quick succession. The visits are stated 
to be pjointers to the new shape of 
things to come. 

Mr Anil Biswas, member of the 
CPM's Central Committee, who 
visited China in September, disclosed 
that senior members of the Interna¬ 
tional Liaison Department of the 
Chinese Party are holding ideological 
and political discussions with 
delegations from other Third World 
Communist parties too. Though the 
invitation to the CPM came before the 
upheavals in the Soviet Union the 
CPC's request to send the second 
delegation, which included four 
CPM politburo members, was made 
in the wake of the collapse of 
socialism in the Soviet Union. 

Chinese inquiries about the Left 
Front's repeatctl electoral success in 
West Bengal assume significance in 
the context of the alienation of the 
Communist parties from the masses 
in the Soviet Union and East 
European countries. The tactics 
adopted by the CPM could be a 
general guide for the survival of com¬ 
munist parties elsewhere in Third 
World countries. 

DASTARDLY MURDER OF 
RAJIV GANDHI 

# India's former Prime Minister 
and President of the Congress (I) was 
assassinated on May 21 at Sriperum- 
budur, near Madras, shocking the 
country and the world beyond 
measure. The weapon used was a belt 
bomb in plastic and the assassin was 
a woman who was a member of a 
suicide squad and she also died on 
the spot. The killer had at least two 
accomplices. 

Official sources stated that the 
first of its kind vest jacket belt bomb 
used in the assassination was made 
abroad by a highly professional and 
skilled group of experts and brought 
to India specifically to kill Mr 
Gandhi. The technology used in the 
making of the bomb and its highly 
complex system of operation were 
not available in India with any 
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militant group and the device must 
have been smuggled into the country. 
'This is no local job and a highly 
skilled and trained terrorist group 
abroad must have been behind the 
blast", an investigator said. 

Justice J.S. Verma of the Supreme 
Court was appointed to investigate 
whether there were any security lap¬ 
ses at the time of the assassination. 

A Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) led by the CBI Director visited 
Sri Lanka and held discussions with 
Intelligence Officials there for pos¬ 
sible clues to the conspiracy behind 
the assassination. 

Violence in wake of murder: 
Tamil Nadu and some parts of 
Andhra Pradesh were rocked by 
violence in the wake of Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi's assassination. The Andhra 
Pradesh Govenment announced a 
judicial enquiry into the violence 
which broke out in the State. An offi¬ 
cial committee assessed the damage 
in order to recommend relief to the 
victims. 

MANN SEEKS MINORITIES 
UNION 

* The Shiromani Akall Dal leader 
Simranjeet Singh Mann has cau¬ 
tioned that unless the religious 
minorities join hands to strengthen 
each other, "they cannot continue to 
exist in India". Mr Mann was briefly 
arrested by tire UP Government in 
Ghaziabad at the end of October for 
trying to proceed to Ayodhya. Mr 
Mann and a delegation of his party 
wanted to go to the site of the con¬ 
troversial mosque-temple structure 
to show solidarity with those op¬ 
posed to the demolition of the Babn 
mosque. 

"Unless the minorities join 
hands, they will not be able to con¬ 
front the fascist Hindu fundamen¬ 
talists", said Mr Mann. "One sword 
only respects another sword. "This 
means Muslims, Sikhs, Christians 
and others must come together to 
protect themselves. His party will be 
working towards this end. 

INDIA BLAMED FOR SUMMIT 
CANCELLATION 

# The sixth SAARC summit was 
cancelled at the last minute. Sri Lanka 


alleged on November 12 that it was 
the "adamant" attitude of Prime Min¬ 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao that led to 
the cancellation of the summit 
scheduled to be held in Colombo on 
November 8. 

The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
claimed that India had rejected an 
"earnest appeal" by other member- 
States that the summit be held with 
the Foreign Secretary of Bhutan rep¬ 
resenting his King. The summit was 
cancelled over the non-participation 
of the King. 

"It must be stated that India's 
decision at the eleventh hour that the 
summit could not proceed until all 
seven leaders were personally 
present was not borne out by past 
practice", the Sri Lanka Minister con¬ 
tended. The then Pakistan Prime 
Minister, Mr Muhammad Khan 
Junejo, had represented the late Presi¬ 
dent Zia-ul-Haq both at the Ban¬ 
galore and Kathmandu summits, 
while the Lankan Prime Minister, Mr 
D.B. Wijetunge, had represented the 
President, Mr Ranasinghe Prema- 
dasa, at the Male summit. 

EDUCATION POUCY 

# The Acharya Ramamurti Com¬ 
mittee Report which was submitted 
to the Union Government during the 
past year su^ested a ffiesh look and 
review of the National Education 
Policy (NEP). The report, titled 
"Towards an Enlightened and 
Humane Society", covers all aspects 
of the existing education policy. 

The Conunittee has stressed the 
need to concentrate on vocational 
education, specially in the rural 
areas. Another important recommen¬ 
dation asks the Government to ex¬ 
amine the scope for making universal 
elementary education a fundamental 
right and ensure a fair deal to the 
educationally backward minorities. 

Measures liave been suggested fenr 
promoting women's education. The 
committee has recommended integrated 
courses of vocationalisation. Students, it 
is suggestai, should be involved in die 
decision-making ptxxess. Facilities for in¬ 
struction to linguistic minorities have also 
been suggested. Mr Narasimha Rao 
recendy fwomised radical rcibnns of the 
education system. 
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Round-up of International Affoirs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Collapse of Soviet Union—End of Communism—Chinese Hardliners' tough 
posture—Major drive for disarmament—Bid for Peace in W. Asia—U.S. warn¬ 
ing to Pakistan—Concern over Kashmir—Peace in Cambodia. 

T he year 1991 will go down in history as the year in which the USSR collapsed, the 
constituent republics of the Union broke away from Moscow one by one and the 
elaborate edifice of Communism loas shattered. There were endless internal dissen¬ 
sions; and there ims much criticism of Mr Mikhail Gorbachov leading to his fall from 
grace. There ivas a virtual rebellion against Moscow’s dominance of the republics. The 
principal opposition leader was Mr Boris Yeltsin. President of the largest Russian 
republic. There tvas widespread disillusionment against Mr Gorbachov's policies of 
Perestroika and Glasnost. Partly because of the backing by Western countries, which 
regarded Mr Gorbachov as the tef bet, and also because of Mr Yeltsin's support during 
the crucial loeeks of August, 1991 and in the subsequent period, Mr Gorbachov 
survived. In mid-August there was an attempt to stage a coup against him; a group of 
malcontents and hardliners ousted Mr Gorbachov and temporarily assumed control of 
the Kremlin but for lack of support by the defence forces and the people in general, the 
coup proved abortive and collapsed in three days. Mr Yeltsin was the principal agent 
in quelling the coup. Mr Yeltsin emerged as the real strong man in the Soviet Union. 
The two leaders reached an understariding regarding power sharing. 

China felt upset at the failure of the hardliners'coup bid. On their part Chinese 
leaders tightened their control over the dissidents and pro-democratic elements in their 
country and declared that China would remain a stronghold of Communism. The 
Soviet Union has undergone political and ideological transformation; it has become a 
Union of Sovereign Equal States (USES). The toords "Soviet Socilaist" have been 
dropped from its name. 

The failure of the coup attempt by Soviet hardliners came as a blow to the Chinese 
cons^vatives and it was feared that the event could lead to tighter political controls in 
Beijing. There has been growing anxiety in China over the dramatic developments in 
Moscow. China is the new Centre of Communwm. China, out to win friends and 
establish its bonafides, promoted friendly relations with Nepal and Bangladesh. 

An important step towards disarmament, especially of nuclear weapons, was 
announced by President Bush on Sept 27,1991. He ordered major cuts in nuclear 
weapons. Britain promised to scrap short-range nuclear missiles. There toas a match¬ 
ing response from Moscow. 

On October 30-31 the lotig-aioaited and U.S.-sponsored Middle East Peace 
Conference was held in Madrid. The conference did not achieve much and there were 
bitter exchanges between Israeli and Arab spokesmen. Israel declared that it would not 
surrender any part of the territory it had seized in the 1967 war. The talks between the 
rival parties xoill continue. 

The Cambodian warring factions and 18 nations signed a peace treaty in Paris on 
October 24 and initiated a historic UN operation. Prince Sihanouk resumed office as 

Similarly, there was an agreement between the Super Powers to cut off arms 
supplies to the rival parties in ^ghanistan with effect frm January 1,1992. The UN 
was urged to work with the Afghans to arrange a transition mechanism that would 
work for a credible electoral process. 

The sixth SAARC summit, scheduled to be held in Colombo airly in November, 
collapsed following the King of Bhutan's reported inability to attend the session. Tblks 
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were in progress at the close of the year to 
hold the summit at a later date. 

A notable development in the eastern 
region was the restoration of the par¬ 
liamentary system in Bangladesh. This 
was another step towards democracy, like 
the general election verdict in Nepal 
where the poll marked the final consum¬ 
mation of the popular struggle for multi¬ 
party democracy. 

Details of Notable Events 
MOSCOW COUP & AFTERMATH 

* Dramatic, breath-taking develop¬ 
ments in the Soviet Union in 1991 
signalled the death of communism 
and end of the once-mighty S<.wiet 
Communist Party. With his prestige 
and influence fast declining. Presi¬ 
dent Mikhail Gorbachov has been 
reduced to a pathetic figure. One 
republic after another declared inde¬ 
pendence from Moscow; his 
desperate efforts to hold the country 
together have proved fruitless. 
Meanwhile, Mr Boris Yeltsin, Presi¬ 
dent of Russia, has emerged as the 
real centre of power. 

The massive and highly 
centralised structure of the Soviet 
Union has been dismantled and 
turned into a loose confederation of 
willing sovereign republics. On Sep¬ 
tember 5 the full parliament, the Con¬ 
gress of People's Deputies, in effect 
disbanded itself. The inner parlia¬ 
ment (Supreme Soviet) was al^ dis¬ 
solved. 'The parliament transferred 
all powers to the republics- 
dominated structure until the signing 
of a new treaty of union of sovereign 
States held together largely by an 
economic and military aUiance. The 
arrangement is for the period of tran¬ 
sition. The proposed treaty of union 
of States allows the republics 
freedom to choose the form of their 
participation Imt preserves a single 
armed force’^and singular control 
over nuclear and other weapons of 
mass destruction. 

The historic decision heralding 




the end of the Soviet Union as it has 
existed since the consolidation of the 
October, 1917, Bolshevik revolution 
came in response to the upheavals 
sparked off by the August 19 CPSU 
hardliners coup. The old system is 
being replaced by a western style 
market economy. The Congress 
adopted a resolution based on the 
key elements of the seven-point plan 
proposed by Mr Gorbachov and 
leaders of 10 republics. 

The new power structure com¬ 
prises a bicameral parliament, a State 
Council and an inter-republican com¬ 
mittee. The resolution clearly stated 
that there was need to support the 
republics' aspirations for recognition 
as subjects of international law. They 
seek membership of the United Na¬ 
tions. 

Among the republics which 
sought immediate admission into the 
UN are the three Baltic republics of 
Lithuania, I,dtvia and Estonia whose 
independence declarations have 
been recognised by the Kremlin, the 
Russian federation and hiIso by 
several foreign countries, including 
the USA. 

Five principles to guide future 
U.S. relations with the Ssviet Union 
were unveiled on September 5. These 
urge Moscow to reform itself along 
lines consistent with democratic 
values and principles. The US has 
urged officials of the Soviet Union 
and its republics to respect the exist¬ 
ing borders, both internal and exter¬ 
nal. The U.S. supports democracy 
and the rule of law, the need to 
safeguard human rights, particularly 
the equal treatment of minorities, and 
respect for international obligations. 

Abortive Coup: The Soviet 
Union witnessed historic events for 
three days (August 19 to 21). A group 
of hardlino's suddenly staged a coup, 
seized power, deposed reformist 
Gorbachov (who was then on a 
holiday in Crimea), promulgated an 
emergency for six months and issued 
a series of restrictive orders. The ex¬ 
planation given by the coup leaders 
was a fake one—tiiat Mr (Gorbachov 
was "too ill" to perform his profes¬ 
sional functions. 


However, for lack of popular 
support, the refusal of the drfence 
forces to carry out the directives of 
the hardliner usurpers against their 
own people and the widespread op¬ 
position within the Soviet Union as 
well as by most countries of the 
world, the coup collapsed on August 
21. The Soviet parliament formally 
reinstated Mr Gorbachov as Presi¬ 
dent. The Soviet parliament ruled 
that the removal of President Gor¬ 
bachov from power was unlawful 
and urged action against those 
responsible for the "unconstitutional 
act". The coup leaders were arrested. 
They are to be tried for treason. 

The return of Mr Gorbachov was 
in every sense a triumph of 
democracy and of the people's will; it 
marked the defeat of reactionary ele¬ 
ments. The KGB chief was also held. 
The Minister for the Interior and 
three others committed suicide be¬ 
cause they were involved in the coup 
directly or indirectly. 

Post-Coup Developments: Sig¬ 
nificant developments have taken 
place in the Soviet Union after the 
abortive coup and the return of Mr 
Gorbachov to power. 

1. On August 23,1991, Mr Gor¬ 
bachov announced that he and the 
Russian leader, Mr Boris Yeltsin, had 
agreed to form a coalition govern¬ 
ment in a power sharing arrange¬ 
ment. 

2. Mr Gorbachov has not only 
stepped down from the prestigious 
post of General Secretary of the Com¬ 
munist Party (CPSU) but has also dis¬ 
solved the party. This marks the 
virtual end of the Communist Party 
which dominated the USSR for 
several decades. It is a notable set¬ 
back to Communism in the whole 
world. 

3. Three Baltic States—Estonia, 
Lithuania, Latvia—and several other 
small republics associated with the 
USSR for a long time, have declared 
themselves sovereign and inde¬ 
pendent of Moscow. The USSR is 
now a truncated State—a pale 
shadow of its earlier shape. Since 
World War II, Soviet domination of 
the Baltics incited hatred for com- 
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munism. 

4. Mr Gorbachov announced a 
7-point plan for drastic reforms and 
formation of a confederation of 
sovereign States. The aim was to 
transform the Soviet Union into a 
Union held together by an economic 
and military alliance. 

5. On September 5 the Soviet 
Parliament disbanded the entire 
USSR. A new structure in the shape of 
a loose confederation of sovereign 
republics was constituted. 

Sweeping Refdnns: Mr Gor¬ 
bachov proposed democratic reforms 
starting with the personnel to 

E revent recurrence of a coup attempt. 

le proposed suspension of the law 
on the KGB and its modification 
which had brought about the coup 
attempt. He called for early con¬ 
clusion of the new union treaty. On 
the economic front the Soviet leader 
called for full freedom to enterprises 
and land to all those who wanted to 
work on it. 

He also called for an economic 
agreement between all the 15 
republics, including those not sign¬ 
ing the union treaty, to maintain the 
common economic area existing for 
decades. Preparations for Soviet par¬ 
liamentary elections and working out 
a new constitution should begin as 
soon as a new uniontreaty is signed. 

Soviets to Quit Cuba: Another 
significant development has been the 
decision of the Soviet Union to pull 
out troops from Cuba with which the 
Kremlin has maintained close 
military relations since the early 
19605. The Soviet Union will now 
maintain only economic and political 
ties. The Soviet Union will also stop 
military supplies to Cuba. The Soviet 
move will favourably affect 
American attitude towards Moscow. 
The Soviet Union has been Cuba's 
political mentor and main economic 
supplier for three decades. 

Warsaw Pact Dissolved: 
Leaders of six Warsaw Pact countries 
signed a protocol dissolving the 
Soviet-dominated alliance that was 
founded 36 years ago as a counter¬ 
weight to NATO. The meeting to sim 
the documents dissolving the 
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alliance's remaining political struc¬ 
tures came three months after the 
Warsaw Pact scrapped its integrated 
military command. 

Of the original eight Warsaw Pact 
founding members, Albania dropped 
out in 1964 and East Germany ceased 
to exist after unification with West 
Germany in 1990. "The abolition of 
the Warsaw Pact is like the funeral of 
a very old man whose death has been 
expected for a long time", said the 
Bulgarian President. It is clear proof 
that communism is leaving for ever 
and "can never come back", he 
added. 

DANGEROUS FALL-OUT 

♦ The collapse of the USSR general¬ 
ly and the sharp erosion in Moscow's 
authority have revived fears of ethnic 
conflicts, border disputes, nuclear 
arms in the hands of factions and the 
possible emergence of Mr Boris 
Yeltsin as a bully at the helm of Rus¬ 
sia. "Everything that has been 
created for centuries by our ancestors 
and by our hands, is collapsing", 
reformist lawmakers contend. The 
fear is that the ethnic and border dis¬ 
putes will burst into a civil war and, 
in the worst case, factions might gain 
control of nuclear arms. 

Many ethnic groups also fear 
losing their newly gained freedom to 
a resurgent Russia under its Presi¬ 
dent, Mr Yeltsin, who has expanded 
his authority after leading the resis¬ 
tance to the botched coup. Mr Gor¬ 
bachov sought to allay those fears. 

Speakers from Armenia told Par¬ 
liament they were worried about new 
violence in the disputed border area 
with Azerbaijan. In recent years, ter¬ 
ritorial disputes also led to ethnic 
bloodshed in Georgia, Moldavia and 
along the border between Uzbekistan 
and Kirgizia. With central authority 
prostrate, and the armed forces pos¬ 
sibly reluctant to intervene, fighting 
could worsen in hot spots around the 
country. Even the republic leaders 
working closely with Mr Gorbachov 
and Mr Yeltsin voiced concern over 
some of the sweeping decrees and 
puzzling statements tom the Rus¬ 
sian federation government. 

The Russians themselves are 


worried that the second most 
populous republic, the Ukraine, 
might use a clause in its inde¬ 
pendence declaration to seize control 
of nuclear weapons on its territory. 
We should remember that we live in 
a country that is full of nuclear war¬ 
heads, and many nuclear weapons 
are in the Ukraine", said the refor¬ 
mist mayor of northern Russian city 
of Leningrad. 

CHINA’S HARDLINERS 
TIGHTEN GRIP 

# The failure of the coup mounted 
by Soviet hardliners to overthrow Mr 
Mikhail Gorbachov has been a blow 
to Chma's conservative Communist 
leadership and will lead to even 
tighter political controls, according to 
China experts. The People's Libera¬ 
tion Army (PLA) was ordered to 
remain on first degree alert to deal 
with possible domestic social unrest 
in the wake of the abortive Soviet 
coup. 

There is growing anxiety in 
China over the dramatic develop¬ 
ments in the Soviet Union. Beijing 
leaders fear possible repercussions in 
their country. News of the Soviet 
President Gorbachov's resignation 
tom the post of General Secretary of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union (CPSU) and of the dissolution 
of the Central Committee of the 
CPSU are causing anxiety in China. 
Once again the Chinese are seeing 
North Korea as one of its hardline 
Communist allies though, imtil now, 
the Chinese have also tried to keep 
pace with the Soviet Union in 
developing ties with South Korea. 

U.S.-India Military Ties: Fol¬ 
lowing the collapse of the USSR, 
which was for years India's principal 
supplier of weapons and other 
military hardware (about 70 per 
cent), both the USA and New Delhi 
have reportedly come to an under¬ 
standing under which a new era of 
defence cooperation may start soon. 
Even at present the two countries 
have been working in fairly close 
military forces cooperation but this 
was on a small scale. This is now ex- 
pected to expand into extensive 
strategic cooperation between the 
two countries for mutual benefit. The 


package of military understandings 
includes visits by Chiefs of Staff on an 
alternating basis, regular strategic 
symposiums; staff tall« between the 
two armies; reciprocal training and 
personnel exchange programmes. 
Washington regards India as one of 
the six regional power centres of the 
world. 

W. ASIAN PEACE 
CONFERENCE 

# The much-pubficised West Asian 
Peace Conference, for which the U.S., 
with the collaboration of the Soviet 
Union, had worked hard, did not 
prove a success. The two-day talks in 
Madrid (Spain), which started with 
much hope on October 30, ended on 
November 1, with bitter exchanges of 
words between the leaders of Israel, 
notably Mr Yitzhak Shamir, the 
Prime Minister, and spokesmen of 
Arab nations, especially the Syrian 
Foreign Minister. 

The conference terminated 
without agreement ori where face-to- 
face Arab-lsraeli negotiations vital to 
ending 43 years of bloodshed in the 
region. Israel declared that it would 
not surrender even an inch of the ter¬ 
ritory it seized in the 1967 war and 
the Arabs rightly stated that there 
could be no settlement unless the 
Arab areas were restored. In dramatic 
outbursts, the Israeli Prime Minister 
branded Syria a "tyranny" and the 
Syrian leader brandished a "wanted" 
poster showing Mr Shamir (in 1947) 
as an underground leader sought on 
terrorism charges by the British man¬ 
date authorities in Palestine. 

S. ARABIA TO RESTORE TIES 
WITHPLO 

* Saudi Arabia on October 25 
pledged to restore ties with the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
which is a crucial step for the PLO 
and the Pale.stinian cause. The 
Foreign Minister, Prince Saud Al- 
Faisal, made the pledgee during a 
meeting with the PLO executive 
members in Damascus. 

The surprise talks were the first 
since the PLO enraged Riyadh by 
backing Iraq against a Saudi based 
coalition in the conflict over Kuw^t 
Describing the talks as a ma^ step in 
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the FLO'S return to the fold, he said 
the Arab world could now bury its 
pre-occupation with the divisions of 
the war and focus on solving the 
Palestinian problem. 

SOVIETS BACK PAK ON N. 
MOVE 

* For the first time, the Soviet 
Union has voted against India on the 
nuclear issue. In the U.N. Political 
and Seairity Committee* on Novem¬ 
ber 11,1991, it supported a proposal 
to establish a nuclear-free /one in 
South Asia which was approved by 
an overwhelming majority in the 
committee. India, Bhutan and 
Mauritius opposed the resolution 
sponsored by Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, which was carried by 
104 votes to three, with 25 absten¬ 
tions. The Soviet Union had, for 
several years, abstained on such 
resolutions. 

The resolution recommends to 
the General Assembly to urge all 
South Asian States to make every ef¬ 
fort to establish a nuclear- free zone in 
the region and, in the meantime, 
refrain from any act contrary to the 
objective. It also calls on nuclear 
weapons States to respond positively 
to the proposal and to cooperate in 
the establishments of such a zone. 

Explaining India's principled op¬ 
position to the resolution, its repre¬ 
sentative argued that the global reach 
of nuclear weapons and their deploy¬ 
ment diminished the importance of 
regional nuclear weapon-free zones. 
Nuclear disarmament, India has con¬ 
tended, is not a regional but a global 
issue. 

The Soviet Union supported 
regional disarmament efforts 
towards reducing nuclear arsenals 
with the goal of eventual elimina¬ 
tion of all nuclear weapons. But 
such zones should be established 
in line with the specific conditions 
of the countries of the region and 
should reflect the interests of the 
States concerned. It should also be 
negotiated with all countries in 
the region. 

The US representative said his 
country's support to the resolution 
does not constitute a blanket endor¬ 


sement of such zones on a universal 
basis. 

INDIA REJECTS PAK NUCLEAR 
MOVE 

* The Government of India turned 
down, for good reasons, Pakistan's 
proposal for a five-nation conference 
(including India) to resolve the issue 
of nuclear non-proliferation in South 
Asia. A spokesman said there was 
nothing new in the Pakistan Prime 
Minister's proposal; it was a mere 
rehash of old offers and well known 
Pakistani posture adopted during the 
past several years. Mr Nawaz Sharif, 
the Pakistan Prime Minister, is evi¬ 
dently anxious for resumption of US 
aid which was suspended in October, 
1990, and without which Pakistan is 
finding itself in financial difficulties. 

Even while pursuing a nuclear 
weapons programme secretly, Pakis¬ 
tan has been pretending to be a sin¬ 
cere champion of nuclear 
non-proliferation. India has 
described this as yet another 
propaganda exercise and a ploy for 
diverting international pressure to 
give up the programme. 

UN APPROVES RESOLUTIONS 
ON N-FREE ZONE 

♦ The Political and Security Com¬ 
mittee of the UN General Assembly 
on Nov 13 approved resolutions call¬ 
ing for establishment of a nuclear- 
free zone in the Middle East and a 
zone of peace in the Indian Ocean. 

The resolution on the Middle 
East urges all regional States to place 
their nuclear activities under Interna¬ 
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
safeguards. It was approved without 
vote. 

The resolution on the Indian 
Ocean also reiterated its decision to 
convene the United Nations con¬ 
ference on the Indian Ocean at 
Colombo. It was approved by 102 
voles to four with 28 abstentions. 
Japan, France, Britain and the United 
States voted against it. 

Another appro\ed resolution af¬ 
firmed that regional and global ap¬ 
proaches to disarmament 
complement each other and should, 
therefore, be pursued simultanet^us- 

ly- 


CAMBODIAN PEACE TREATY 

♦ Four warring factions in Cam¬ 
bodia and 18 nations signed a Cam¬ 
bodian peace treaty on October 24 at 
Paris, vowing to end the 13-year civil 
war (it killwl one million persons) 
and initiating a historic UN operation 
to arrange demobilisation and free 
elections. 

Signing the treaty were the four 
rival Cambodian faction leaders, 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, the five UN Security 
Council permanent members, and 13 
nations that worked to end the hos¬ 
tilities. "A dark page of history has 
been turned", French President Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand .said at the signing 
ceremony. But the unhappy history 
w'arrants extreme caution. The ac¬ 
cord also reaffirmed a plan under 
which the UN would oversee the 
demobilisation of 70 per cent of the 
troops and block attempts to rig elec¬ 
tions to elect a new government. The 
Indonesian Foreign Minister said the 
accord commenced a new era of 
relationship in S.-E Asia. 

On November 20, 1991, Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk resumed office 
as Cambixlia's Head of State until the 
presidential elections are held. 

COMMONWEALTH SUMMIT 

♦ The week-long 11th Common¬ 
wealth Heads of Government sum¬ 
mit ended at Harare on October 22 
after pledging to combat the grave 
threats posed to the unity and com¬ 
munal harmony of nations by "forms 
of intolerance" unleashed the world 
over the posl-Cold War era. The' 
Commonwealth leaders also agreed 
on a programme-managed approach 
to lifting sanctions against S. Africa. 

On the economic front the 50-na¬ 
tion Commonwealth pointed to the 
necessity of a successful conclusion 
of the Uruguay round of negotiations 
and urged industrialised countries to 
remove protectionist barriers. 

The leaders welcomed the resur¬ 
gence of democratic ideals, but ex¬ 
pressed concern at the emergence of 
ethnic chauvinism and other forms of 
intolerance. The leaders agreed to do 
everything practicable to combat dis- 
cimination in all its forms. They also 
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agreed to work to promote 
democracy, human rights, mutual 
tolerance and rule of law. The summit 
fully backed India's proposal to com¬ 
bat terrorism and draw up a func¬ 
tional cooperation plan for 
intensifying development m mem¬ 
ber-countries. 

DEFEAT OF A HERO 

# Mr Kenneth Kaunda, the great 
patriot and hero, was ousted in 
Zambia's presidential and par¬ 
liamentary elections on November 1. 
The victorious candidate was Mr 
Frederick Chiluba, leader of the 
Movement for Multi-party Demo¬ 
cracy, who was sworn in as Zambia's 
President following his landslide vic¬ 
tory. 

Mr Kaunda had ruled 2!ambia for 
27 years—since the country gained 
independence. He will conlmue to 
work for the United National Inde¬ 
pendence Party now in the opposi¬ 
tion. Thus the era of Zambia's "Big 
Man" is over. He was described by 
many as one of Africa's last post-in¬ 
dependence autocrats. There was in¬ 
creasing public disaffection with Mr 
Kaunda's ruinous economic policies. 
Mr Kaunda was the founding father 
of his country. His defeat is the result 
of the democratic sentiments that 
have been sweeping through the 
African continent during the past 18 
months. 

NO MORE ARMS FOR KABUL 

♦ The Soviet Union and the US an¬ 
nounced recently they would cut off 
arms supplies to warring sides in Af¬ 
ghanistan from January 1,1992, and 
encourage a political settlement of 
the crisis. The Soviet Foreign Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Boris Pankin, and US 
Secretary of State James Baker also 
announced that their countries 
would restrict their assistance to 
humanitanan aid only 

In a joint statement issued after 
talks in Moscow, Mr Pankin and Mr 
Baker said a broad-based govern¬ 
ment through an electoral process 
respecting the Afghan political and 
Islamic traditions should be set up in 
Kabul. The two countries requested 
the UN to work with the Afghans to 
convene a credible and impartial 
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transition mechanism whose func¬ 
tions would include directing and 
managing a credible electoral 
process. They supported the UN 
Secretary-General's statement on 
ways to settle the Afghan ensis and 
promised to promote his efforts to 
contribute in practical ways to the 
early resolution of the conflict. The 
political settlement should ensure 
"an independent and non-aligned 
Afghanistan at peace with its neigh¬ 
bours". 

Afghan rebels approach Mos¬ 
cow; Afghan rebels visited Moscow 
on November 1 for talks on ending 
their civil war with the Soviet-backed 
Kabul Government. They hoped the 
recent political changes in the Soviet 
Union might lead to a breakthrough. 
The leader of the 11-man rebel 
delegation urged that the Soviets 
must accept that the rise of an Islamic 
government in my homeland will be 
one of the dependable guarantees of 
peace. 

Another delegation representing 
Iran-based rebel groups met the 
Soviet Foreign Minister and the Rus¬ 
sian President, Mr Boris Yeltsin. One 
factor limiting the chances for 
progress was the absence of several 
powerful rebels, including Pakistan- 
based militant Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, who has given only tentative 
support to the effort 

The rebel leader hoped talks 
could lead to final establishment 
of peace in Afghanistan The 
August putsch in Moscow and the 
shift in power to Russian leaders 
offered a new chance to end the 
bloodshed. 

US WARNING TO PAK ON 
KASHMIR 

♦ A U.S. official on July 3 reiterated 
the US concern over reported Pakis¬ 
tani Government support for ter¬ 
rorism in Kashmir. "Reports of 
support for Kashmiri militants con¬ 
tinue. We would find any such ac¬ 
tivity dangerous and destabilising", 
the official affirmed. 

Administration officials also 
made it clear that it is impractical for 
Pakistan to keep harping on Kashmir 
because the UN resolution of the for¬ 
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ties referred not only to a plebiscite 
but also to a host of other things 
which did not take place. 

Administration officials ex¬ 
plained that in 1949, the UN resolu¬ 
tions were supported by 
everybody—by the S^rity Council, 
India and Pakistan—or so it seemed 
for dealing with the Kashmir Prob¬ 
lem. As it turned out, the Kashmir 
problem was not dealt with in that 
fashion. It did not work out. In 1972 
India and Pakistan signed the Simla 
accord, which included some 
provisions on Kashmir. These stated 
specifically that this problem should 
be dealt with bilaterally. 

AZAO KASHMIR’S “OPEN WAR” 

♦ A crisis has been developing be¬ 
tween Islamabad and the Azad Kash¬ 
mir regime. The Pakistan 
Government warned the caretaker 
Prime Minister of Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (1\)K), Mr Mumtaz I lussein 
Rathore, of "severe action" if he 
failed to step down. In full exercise of 
its powers, the Pakistan National 
Government dismissed Mr Rathore 
and arrested him for defiance of 
directions Mr Rathore, who alleged 
massive rigging in the recent As¬ 
sembly elections in POK, refused to 
relinquish office and announced an 
"open war" against the Pakistan 
Premier, Mr Nawaz Shanf. 

MAJOR CUTS IN N-WEAPONS 

# Belatedly reflecting changes in 
the political arena, U.S President 
George Bush announced on Septem¬ 
ber 27,1991, several dramatic actions 
to lower nuclear era military ten¬ 
sions. He ordered elimination of all 
U.S battlefield nuclear weapons and 
called on Moscow to make a match¬ 
ing gesture. The collapse of Com¬ 
munism had inspired the most 
fundamental change in nuclear forces 
in over 40 years. He urged the Soviet 
Union to quickly negotiate a ban on 
the most dangerous atomic weapons 
of all—land-based, long-range mis¬ 
siles armed with multiple warheads. 

Britain joined the US in promis¬ 
ing to scrap short-range nuclear mis¬ 
siles, but said it was pressing ahead 
with a plan to update its nuclear sub¬ 
marine fleet to maintain a minimum 




deterrent. 

Mr Bush directed that with im¬ 
mediate effect U.S. strategic bombers 
would "stand down from their alert 
posture". These warpl.mes have been 
flying rotating missions throughout 
the Cold War years. 

Mr Bush remained committed to 
two other costly and controversial 
weapon systems, the B-2 bomber and 
elements of the Strategic Defence In¬ 
itiative (SDI), the anti-missile plan 
known as "Star Wars". The mainstay 
ot Mr Bush's proposal was elimina¬ 
tion and destruction of the so-called 
"Theatre weapons", the tactical 
nuclear missiles that can be launched 
from land, bombers, submarines and 
ships to hit short-range enemy tar- 
gets. 

Meanwhile, world leaders wel- 
comeii Mr Bush's plans for sweeping 
cuts in micienr weapons as a his¬ 
toric and courageous initiative. Mos¬ 
cow promiscxl it would reciprocate to 
help make the world a safer place. 
The NATO Secrclary-Cleneral des¬ 
cribed the proposals for the most 
dramatic unilateral American arms 
reductions since the Cold War as a 
"milestone in building a peaceful, 
free and cooperative Europe". 

CHINA AND NEPAL DRAW 
CLOSER 

♦ The Nepalese Prime Minister, Mr 
Girija Prasad Kc>irala, has lauded 
"friendly China's significant con¬ 
tributions to developments in Nepal" 
and said cooperation and under¬ 
standing between the two countries 
will be further strengthened in fu¬ 
ture. Mr Koirala said the traditional 
and historical relations between 
Nepal and China should be geared 
towards the path of progress in ac¬ 
cordance with the wishes of the 
people of the two countries "under 
the changed context in the world". 

Avenues for broadening mutual 
confidence, understanding and 
cooperation have been developed. 

According to Mr Koirala, the 
relations, bas^ on the principles of 
national sovereignty, integrity, non¬ 
interference in the internal affairs of 
each other, would help Nepal to 
move ahead on the path of under¬ 


standing. The Chinese Charge 
d'affaires said recently that China and 
Nepal were intimate and friendly 
neighbours. Through the ages the 
pcopleof the twocountries havebeen 
living in harmony. 

CHINA AFFIRMS SUPPORT TO 
PAK 

♦ A top-ranking Chinese leader has 
assured Islamabad of continued sup¬ 
port despite rapid changes in world 
affairs, but repeated the Chinese for¬ 
mula on Kashmir, namely, that it is a 
dispute left over by history and 
should be .settled through peaceful 
negotiations. 

A member of the six-man Stand¬ 
ing Committee of the Chinese com¬ 
munist party, Mr Song Ping, who 
visited Pakistan, assured Pakistani 
leaders that "China will always be a 
trustworthy friend of Pakistan in its 
cause of maintaining national 
sovereignty, independence and na¬ 
tional construction". 

The official Xinhua news agency 
also quoted him as .saying that the 
Kashmir issue could be solved fairly 
and reasonably through peaceful 
consultations "so long as Pakistan 
and India have patience on it". 

MAJOR CHANGE IN U.S. 

POLICY 

# During his visit to Moscow in 
mid-September, Secretary of State 
fames Baker, faced with the mag¬ 
nitude of the economic problems of 
the Soviet Union, quietly indicated a 
major change in US policy. A firm 
pledge to adopt radical economic 
reforms rather than implementation 
of new programmes, is all that is 
needed now to receive US financial 
assistance. 

President Bush had earlier in¬ 
sisted that a commitment was not 
enough; irreversible economic 
reforms must precede any US aid 
other than technical and hu- 
manitanan fixxl aid. The IMF, World 
Bank, Bank of European Reconstruc¬ 
tion and the OECD had taken a 
similar tough stand, arguing that 
without actual reforms, any aid 
would be wasted. 

Mr Baker promised both 
economic and political support to Mr 
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Gorbachov, the Russian republic 
leader, Mr Boris Yeltsin, and other 
Republican leaders who were ready 
to implement radical economic and 
political reforms. 

UN ALLOWS IRAQ TO SELL OIL 

* The Security Council has 
authorised Baghdad to sell oil worth 
$1.6 billion to finance import of food, 
medicine and other essential 
humanitarian needs under strict UN 
supervision. The Council made it 
obligatory for the purchasers to make 
full payment in an account to be set 
up and operated by the Secretary- 
General. 

Even if Iraq is able to sell oil 
worth $ 1.6 billion over a period of six 
months as stipulated in the resolu¬ 
tion, the tictual amount available for 
imfiorts may be le.ss than $ 900 mil¬ 
lion. About one-half of the proceeds 
received from the sale of oil will go to 
the compensation fund out of which 
war reparations are to be paid. 

Payments are also to be made for 
expenses incurred by the UN to 
eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction and facilitate the return 
of Kuwaiti property seized by Bagh¬ 
dad. 

SINO-SOVIET BORDER PACT 

* The Soviet Union and China 
signed in May 1991 an agreement on 
the eastern sector of their 7,000 km- 
long border. 'The Kremlin ceremony 
was attended by the Soviet President, 

Mr Gorbachov, and the Chinese 
Communist Party leader, Mr Jiang 
Zemin, who is also chairman of the 
Chinese Central Military Council. 

Following Mr Gorbachov's visit 
to Beijing in 1989, the two countries 
have normalised relations and con¬ 
tinued to develop them in fields of 
politics, economy, culture, science 
and defence. 

N. KOREA—NEW NUCLEAR 
POWER 

* Despite international pressure on 
North Korea, the Communist 
Government appears as determined 
as ever to become a nuclear military 
power. This conclusion is widely ac¬ 
cepted even after the most recent 
round of direct talks in Pyongyang, 
where Prime Minister Chung Won 
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Shik of South Korea made a direct 
appeal to North Korea to halt its 
nuclear weapons programme and 
agrei’ to inteinatumal inspections of 
itsniicleai installations 

North Korea has dt nit d that it is 
dec eloping a micleai bomb but the 
Government ot President Kim 1! bung 
IS generally assumed to be pursuing 
a nuclear programme in an effort to 
preserv e its legitimaci 

'1 have a tiding it's inevitable , 
said a Wi stern diplomat who 
monitors Nortli Koiea "The more a 
campaign is ordicstiated to pres¬ 
surise Noith Koiea the more they 
may see niiki s as a wav to hold on to 
their {lovvi r 

Analysts differ on how soon 
North Koiea can produce a bomb at 
its main nuclear research centre at 
Yongbyon noith of Pyongyang 
Some Americans and Japanese s^iy it 
could be live or six years, but the 
South Koreans sav it could be a year 
or tw o 

U.N. AT DELICATE POINT 

# The U N stands at 'a delicate 
point III thcseaiih fora new interna¬ 
tional ordei ot peace and justice that 
would promote human nghts and 
eraduate povertv and other social 
plagues 1 his v lew' vv as expressed by 
Secrctaiy General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar in a message on the occasion 
ot LIN Day on October 24 He noteef 
with gratification that the role of the 
organisation is no longer peripheral 
and Its purpose is no longer ques¬ 
tioned It has proved both its 
releyance and credibility 

'As we obseive U N Day this 
year, wo see new horizons opening 
for humanity s political advance , he 
added While an old axis of conflict 
has disappearcxi a volatile situahon 
raises now i]ucstions p(>rtaining to 
stability We do not forget the suffer¬ 
ing and violence that conhnuc to blot 
the human scene" 

He appealed to the leaders of na¬ 
tions to ensure that the tieedoms 
recently gained were devoted to ends 
conducive to human welfare He 
recalled the principles laid down in 
jthe UN Charter, saying that today the 
mandate of the organisation had 


gained further scope and come into 
sharper focais 

Change in U.N. set-up? Never 
before in the history of the United 
Nations has change seemed as im¬ 
minent as it does in the 46th anniver¬ 
sary yeai of its founding But 
widespread agreement over adjust¬ 
ing the U N to new global realities 
after it has survived the battering of 
the Cold War breaks down on what 
needs alteration and how much 

The haves' cling to the form of 
the U N Charter they wrote in 1943 
and the have-nots" want its 
revision The five permanent mem¬ 
bers ot the Security Council oppose 
proposals to open their exclusive 
club to new members or to lose the 
privileged right ot veto 

I ooking for entry are those rich 
nations w ho lost the becond World 
War—Ciermany, Italy and Japan—as 
well as other populous Ihird World 
countries which say the Council 
should break its 194S mould and 
reflect the present realities The Big 
Powers think global cooperation will 
follow naturally But Third World 
countries harbour fears of northern 
hegemony 

Inability to overcome the per¬ 
manent five's resistance to substan¬ 
tive change at a time ot transition has 
given birth to a proposal for an ad¬ 
ministrative overhaul, launched this 
year by a 22-nation group of in- 
dustnaliscd and developing countries 

A peaceful resolution of regional 
conflicts in Cambodia or Western 
Sahara is one of the positive spin offs 
of cooperation But Third World con¬ 
cerns on debt and developmental aid 
remain 

NEPAL’S POLL VERDICT 

# The hilly kingdom ot Nepal held 
on May 12 its first multi-party 
general election in 32 years for the 
205-member Pratimdhi Sabha (Na¬ 
tional Assembly) The polling was 
peaceful, the electorate numbered 
11 I million Regarded as the final 
consummation of the popular strug¬ 
gle for multi-party democracy begun 
in the spring of 1990, the battle of the 
hustings had as main rivals—the 
Nepali Congress ancj the Communist 


Party of Nepal 

A feature of the poll verdict was 
the defeat of the then Prime Minister, 
Dr K P Bhattarai, by a narrow margin 
ot 751 votes at the hands ot Mr 
Madan Bhandari, General Secretary 
of the United Communist Party of 
Nepal (Marxist Lenmist) Dr Bhat¬ 
tarai was replaced as the party leader 
by Mr Girija Prasad Koirala, 65, Con¬ 
gress Secretary-General who had 
spent 14 years in jail tor activity 
against the monarchy 

BANGLADESH CHOOSES 
PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 

★ On September 19, 1991, 

Bangladesh, in a national retenmdum 
voted with a massive majority for the 
parliamentary system ot govern¬ 
ment, su ilcliing ovt r to the presiden 
tial set up Begum Khaleda /la 
became Bangladesh's first woman 
head ot gov ernmenf 

On (\tober 9 1991, Mi Abdui 
Rahman Bisw as vv as svv orn in as the 
titular head of State ot Bangladesh, 
finalising the country s return to the 
parliamentary system He was 
elected President by 172 ot the total of 
330 members cit pailiament The Ac¬ 
ting President, Mr Justice Shahabud- 
din, plaved an important role in 
Bangladesh s transition to demo¬ 
cracy and finally to reversion to the 
parliamentary system 

MRS THATCHER QUITS 

♦ Unlike induin jxibhcians, leaders in 
the West give up positions ot pnvilege 
and respond to public cntiasm in the 
mterest of the party and the country For 
instance, Mrs Maigaret Thatcher who 
gave up the Pnme Ministership in 
November, 1990, resigned her seat in the 
Bnhsh House of Commons at the end of 
June, 1991 Her decision to quit the Com¬ 
mons and not to aintest the next general 
election will probably benefit the Con¬ 
servative Party F ler decision will be wel¬ 
comed by senior Tory leaders who have 
been pressing her to resign to make life 
easier for her successor, Mr Jolui Major 

Mrs Thatcher's vituperative at¬ 
tack on the European Union on the 
eve of the EC summit m Luxembourg 
created a split on the issue m Tory 
ranks and tied Mr Major's hands to a 
considerable extent. 
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ECONOMY CAPSULE 


National Horizon 

RUPEE DEPRECIATION 

♦ During the last forty four years 
since Independence the Indian rupee 
has been depredated twice: first in 
June ]9f>6 and second on July 1 and 3, 
1991. The first devaluation was a 
hefty one—33 per cent vis-a-vis the 
pound sterling; the second was rela¬ 
tively "mild"—20 per cent in terms of 
major international currencies. 

The rationale for the deprecia¬ 
tions has been vastly different. So has 
been their impact with one basic dif¬ 
ference in that the last depreciation, 
supported with complementary 
liberalLsation measures for industry 
and trade, is expected to give a big 
boost to exports and also attract sub¬ 
stantial amount of foreign capital 
from various sources. The World 
Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the Aid India Con¬ 
sortium have extended generous aid 
to help India tide over the economic 
crisis. The immediate effect of the 
package of measures is that the grave 
danger of default in debt repayment 
has been averted. India is, once again, 
recognised as good for investment. 
Consequently, foreign investors are 
galore here. Non-resident Indians 
have stayed withdrawal of their 
deposits ftxim India. Nay, they have 
increased them in the hopie of higher 
returns on investment. 

The slow-down in export growth 
and the acceleration in the rate of in¬ 
flation (from about 10 per cent to 
about 15 per cent) during the past 
three months have caused groat con¬ 
cern even in the official circles. Dr 
Manmohan Singh, Union Finance 
Minister and the chief architect of the 
economic reforms package, has, how¬ 
ever, asserted, time and again, that 
the desired ends of descending prices 
and escalating exports will come off 
only after two to three years. He has 


no magic wand to force the results 
come sooner. 

NEW TRADE POLICY 

* A new chapter in trade policy 
opened with the declaration of 13- 
point trade policy of a far-reaching 
character. The package ot reforms in¬ 
clude suspension of Cash Compensa¬ 
tion Support (CCS), a uniform 
Replenishment rate of 30 per cent 
f.o.b. for the export-related imports; 
abolition of all supplementary licen¬ 
ces, except for the small scale sector 
and the drug manufactures; de- 
canalisation of inessential items; Rep. 
licences, m-christened as bxim scrips, 
to be replaced by Foreign Exchange 
Certificates (FFtTs) to facilitate free 
trading and promotion of services ex¬ 
port. 

The post-devaluation trade 
liberalisation has been hailed both in¬ 
side and outside India. It will 
promote globalisation of Indian 
goods. 

IMPORT CURBS 

# India’s vulnerability on the exter¬ 
nal trade front became critical early 
this year with the decline in the 
foreign exchange reserves to abys¬ 
mally low level Not only had the 
current account deficit increased very 
much, the aid flows, which but¬ 
tressed the economy in the past, had 
dried up and the lurking fear of bank 
default was dangling over our head. 

To salvage the economy from this 
serious predicament, the government 
resorted to the drastic step of rupee 
devaluation in July 1991 with a view 
to bcxisting exports. Earlier on, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 
promulgated measures to restrain 
imports to reduce the outgo of 
foreign exchange. The imports curbs 
were not welcomed in the industrial 
and trade circles as they were likely 
to cripple production, push up the 
price curve and reduce the import-in¬ 


tensive exports. 

Interestingly, the export earnings 
have swelled in rupee terms by 20 per 
cent (Rs 14,880 crorp) during the five 
months April-August, 1991, while 
the imports regLstered a growth rate 
of 10.5 per cent (Rs 17,139 crore). 
Computed in dollars, exports show 8 
per cent and imports 15.3 per cent 
decline this year compared to the air- 
responding period last year. 

NEW INDUSTRIAL POLICY 

♦ The industrial policy 1956 that 
laid the foundations for the in¬ 
dustrialisation of India has been 
amended several times but the policy 
announcement on July 24, 1991 has 
ushered in a new era. It envisages 
reforms on five fronts: (1) Industrial 
licensing; (2) Foreign investment; (3) 
Foreign technology agreements; (4) 
Public Sector policy; and (5) Monopo¬ 
ly and Restrictive Trade Practices Act. 

Under the revised policy, the 
government will play a promotional 
role rather than a regulatory one as in 
the past. The entrepreneurs are now 
free to make investment decisions ac¬ 
cording to their commercial judge¬ 
ment and implement them as best as 
they can to maximise the return on 
investment. Barring 18 scheduled i n- 
dustries, all industries are exempt 
from the irritant licensing Automatic 
approval will be provided for tech¬ 
nology transfer and technology 
agreements related to high priority 
areas. The ceiling ot forty per cent 
equity participation by foreign invc.s- 
tors has been raised to 51 per cent and 
can be furthered upto 100 per cent in 
particular cases e.g. power plants. 
Direct foreign investment by the 
NRIs is permitted upto 100 per cent 
of the equity in 34 industries figuring 
in Annexure Ill of the new industrial 
policy. (Parenthetically it may be 
stated that some critics have warned 
against dependent on NRIs). 
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1 l»e threshold limits ot assets for 
the MKTI* companies have been 
removi'd and prior approval t)f the 
government for the establishment of 
new undertakings, expansion, 
merger, amalgamation and take-o\'er 
of the existing firms will not be re¬ 
quired. 

The Public bettor which was at 
one time high on the agenda of the 
government is no longer sacrosanct. 
The Union Finance Minister said 
recently that the economically unvi- 
able Publii Sector units will be 
closed The translahon of this state¬ 
ment into action has a big question 
mark. It would require a strong 
political will and may well be a 
dynamite to explode the entire pack¬ 
age of economic reforms 

Thus the new industrial policy is 
designed to make a .sea-change in the 
staicture ot the economy. 

Soon after the announcement ol 
the policy for the large and medium 
industries, the government came out 
with a policy tor the small scale in¬ 
dustrial sector. Under the new dis¬ 
pensation, the large and medium 
industries are allowed 24 per cent 
equity piirticipation in the SSls to 
help the latter in modernisation, tech¬ 
nical upgradation, anciliarisation 
and sub-contracting. Benami transac¬ 
tions are banned in SSIs. 

The SSIs policy lays stress on 
providing adequate, rather than 
cheap, funds, raw materials and 
marketing facilities through cixipera- 
tive societies and other organi.sations. 

UNION BUDGET 1991-92 

♦ The Central government budget 
for the current financial year is uni¬ 
que in many ways. Its presentation 
on July 24, 1991 was delayed by 146 
days for which the country had to 
pay a heavy price. In fact, it is one 
contributory cause of the economic 
crisis facing the country at the mo¬ 
ment. To overcome it, the govern¬ 
ment has taken very drastic steps 
which have hit hard the common 
man, in particular. 

The budget has created a new fis¬ 
cal historv For the first time ever, it 
has brought down all the three types 
of deficits fiscal deficit by 2 percent¬ 


age points to 6.5 per cent of gross 
domestic product; budgetary or con¬ 
ventional deficit by one percentage 
point and the revenue deficit by 
about one percentage point. 

This has been achieved by a two 
pronged attack—by raising the 
revenue receipts and curtailing the 
public expenditure, particularly the 
non-plan variety. 

The mechanism developed for 
this neither hampers the growth im- 
pusles in the economy nor impinges 
upon the poor, claims the Finance 
Mini.ster. The post-budget price up¬ 
trends, however, do not support him. 

The abolition ot the fertiliser sub¬ 
sidy and the oil price hike have 
whipped up most the budget 
criticism. 

On the tax front, the luxury 
goods and the conspicuous con¬ 
sumption are the main targets. F.xase 
duties have been raised. As against 
this, the goix-ls which enter the com¬ 
mon man's basket have been ex¬ 
empted from the levies. Had this 
consideration been not shown, the 
price situation would have been 
unimaginably much worse. 

Increase in the allcxation for the 
Central Plan which earmarks 50 per 
cent for the agricultural sector and 
keeping the provision of funds for the 
rural development and the poverty 
alleviation programmes at last year's 
level are growth-oriented policies. 

FISCAL IMBALANCES 

* One major cause of the current 
economic crisis is the persistent fiscal 
imbalance, that is the total public ex¬ 
penditure exceeding the revenue 
receipts. 

What is worrisome, however, is 
that the fiscal deficit has persisted for 
too long. Worse, it has been burgeon¬ 
ing. It was estimated at 8.6 per cent of 
GDP in 1990-91 as against 6 per cent 
of GDP at the beginning of the 1980s 
and 4 per cent in the mid-1970s. 

The upward trend has a serious 
adverse effect on the economy. Deficit 
financing undertaken to plug the gap 
through pump priming or public bor¬ 
rowing has led to increase in money 
supply but not in the wage goods. 


Thus, too much money chasing too 
few goods has jacked up the general 
level of prices, called inflation. The 
economy was inflation-ridden with 
12 per cent increase in the wholesale 
price index in 1990-91. It has since 
gone up. Unabated, the rise will spell 
disaster for the tvonomy. A price-cost 
vicious circle has developed by infla¬ 
tion. To break it the budget deficit 
must be reduced which is the ftxzus of 
the current year's budget It proposes 
to step up revenue receipts while 
slashing down, at the same time, the 
non-plan and wasteful expenditure. 
'Fhe erstwhile profligacy in public 
spending in the deiade ot 1980s will 
be a tabiH) in the 1990s. The Union 
Finance Minister has targeted the fis¬ 
cal deficit down by 2 percentage 
points to 6.5 per cent of the GDP in 
1991-92 and further down to 4 per 
cent of the GDP in 1992-91. It that 
happens, it would be a landmark in 
financial management. 

The government in the past has 
been borrowing recklessly. Cumula¬ 
tive debts have entailed high debt 
servicing charges in respect of 
foreign loans. With precipitate 
decline in foreign exchange reserves, 
not only has the budget deficit but 
also the current account deficit has 
aggravated the situation. 

PRICE SPIRAL 

* The Frankenstein of inflation is 
haunting India once again. It has 
touched not only the lean pockets of 
the poor majority but the bulging 
pockets of the middle classes also. 
Already the rate of inflation has 
climbed to the double-digit level 
(15.7 per cent in October) from the 
single digit level of around 9 per cent 
early this year. If the trend is not 
reversed, the current year may end 
up with 20 per cent or higher rate. 
Surprisingly, the price curve is 
moving up and away despite the 
three successive bumper crops so far 
and the expectation of the fourth one 
this year. 

For the galloping inflation, the 
Union government's policies are 
mainly to blame. These include rupee 
devaluation, import curbs, hike in 
administered prices, heavy taxation, 
rise in the railway fares and freights. 
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dear money policy, imposition of 
credit controls, abolition of fertiliser 
subsidy and compensatory raise in 
the foodgrain procurement prices. 
The psyche of inflation has also 
fuelled the inflationary pressures. 
The Opposition in Parliament is in¬ 
variably stoking the fires of inflation 
through rallies, protests and 
demonstrations. 

The hope for rolling back the 
prices seems to be elusive at least in 
the near future. Mevertheless, the 
Congress government is nursing the 
pious pledge to pull down the prices 
to the July 1990 mark. It is incredible. 
The Union Finance Minister has can¬ 
didly admitted this, much to the dis¬ 
pleasure of his partymon, 

CREDIT POLICY 

* The RBI has deployed the instru¬ 
ment of crt>dit control with the twin 
objective of containing inflation and 
restructuring the money market. At 
the same time, the apex bank has 
resorted (in July 1991) to rupee 
devaluation by about 20 p^r cent in 
terms of the major international cur¬ 
rencies with a view to offsetting the 
current account deficits, avert the 
grave threat of default in internation¬ 
al commitments and recover the 
economy from the phenomenally 
depressed state on the foreign ex¬ 
change front. 

The RBI has hiked twice the inter¬ 
est rates for tending as well as the 
term deposits within a short span of 
a couple of months. But it has yet to 
strike the bull's eye—inflation. In 
fact, the dear money policy has 
generated cost-push inflation in ad¬ 
dition to the already existing 
demand-pull inflation. The prices 
have climbed to two-digit level 
within this period defying the policy 
for the reversal of the trend. 

The high-cost bank credit, it is 
apprehend^, will be a disincentive. 
It may even reduce production and 
undermine the prospects lor export 
expansion. Loans for the non-priority 
areas like the consumer durables, 
shares and real estate as of October 1, 
1991, have been "frozen". Refinance 
facilities have been curtailed but the 
cash mai^ins for the CXIL imports 


have been reduced. 

Critics of the anti-inflationary 
measures apprehend stagflation in 
the economy if inflation were not 
tamed, production not increased and 
exports not promoted. The RBI 
therapy may prove counter-produc¬ 
tive. 

FATE OF PSEs 

# The public sector was destined to 
achieve "commanding heights" in 
the Nehruvian model of planned 
development of India's economy. Its 
fate is now hanging in the balance. 
The Prime Minister, Mr P.V Narasim- 
ha Rao, has asserted that its role will 
not be diluted, however. Available 
evidence does not lend credence to 
this assertion. The Union Finance 
Minister has declared at Bangkok 
that the patently unviable public sc*c- 
tor units will be closed down. In the 
same vein the Managing Director of 
the IMF, Mr Michel Camdessus, has 
said thitt India cannot grow at a 
steady rate while devoting huge 
resource's to the continuation of loss- 
making enterprises. The minister has 
however not indicated the criteria tor 
identifying the potentially sick 
enterprises. Nor has the fall-out of 
such an action, as and when taken, 
been considered. 

Such questions would, perhaps, 
not lead to a reversal of the decision, 
namely "privatisation" of the public 
sector enterprises which have gone 
sick and are a constant drain on the 
State exchequer. Of the fifty chroni¬ 
cally loss-making units, the public 
sector with low social obligations is 
incurring the highe.st losses. Their 
closure may affect two million 
workers The Finance Minister has 
assured that a scheme for the 
rehabilitaton of so displaced workers 
is being formulated. 

The new industrial policy also 
envisages disinvestment upto 20 per 
cent of the government equity in the 
select public sector enterprises in 
order to inject in them market dis¬ 
cipline. The public sector will be run 
on commercial lines but it will con¬ 
tinue innovating and lead in strategic 
areas. 

The twists and turns in economic 



policies and perceptions are pointers 
to the changing status of the public 
sector. This is an implicit admission 
of the charge that the public sector is 
a white elephant and is inefficient 
crying for reform, if not complete 
overthrow as junk. Could it be that 
the proposed disinvestment schelhe 
marks the beginning of the end of the 
public sector? It is no longer a "holy 
cow" of yesteryears. 

EMPLOYMENT SCENARIO 

# "More workers, less jobs" con¬ 
tinues to be the dominant feature of 
India's under-developed economy, 
notwithstanding the huge invest¬ 
ments made for l£e planned develop¬ 
ment for four decades. 

This is not to say that no jobs 
have been created but the quantum of 
employment generated has been in¬ 
sufficient to absorb the growing 
number of job-seekers. The sixth five- 
year plan, for example, generated 356 
lakh standard person years and the 
seventh plan set the target of 403.6 
lakh standard person years. Not¬ 
withstanding the giant efforts, 200 
million youths are estimated to be 
unemployed in 1990. Two facts stand 
out in the analysis of employment 
data for the 15-year period, 1972-87. 
While the rural employment has 
declined, the urban employment has 
correspondingly increased over this 
period. The rural India provides the 
bulk of employment out of the total 
people employed in the country. The 
proportionate share of rural-urban 
employment in 1987-88 was 4; 1 and 
the agricultural sector still absorbs 
most of the people. 

The employment trends show 
how strong is the pull of the glittering 
urban life for the ruralites. Their 
migration to towns and cities creates 
problems of housing and employ¬ 
ment in the areas. It also means 
encroachment on civic amenities of 
life. 

International Scenario 
URUGUAY ROUND 

♦ The Uruguay Round which 
began in September 1986 was to end 
in December 1990 but was extended 
and is now deliberating on some cru¬ 
cial issues which eluded agreement 
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among the participating govern¬ 
ments. Will it succeed now and strike 
a balance between the conflicting in¬ 
terests? 

'/\ Critics argue that the Round was 
too much, too late. It is too much be¬ 
cause it has to take up many of the 
un-finished business of the past 
seven Rounds. The issues before it 
now include problems relating to ex¬ 
ports of agriculture and textiles and 
clothing. It has also to deal with the 
provision of safeguards against the 
trade rules, anti-dumping, trade-re¬ 
lated investment measures (TRIMs) 
and trade-related aspects ot intellec¬ 
tual property rights (TRIPs). It is too 
late because the US efforts to launch 
a new Round since the early 198()s 
had been blocked until September 
1986 by the European Community. 

Although the attitudes of the 
developed and the developing 
countries participating in the Round 
have changed over the years, the out¬ 
come of the negotiations is unpre¬ 
dictable. It must be stated that the 
"Uruguay Round is not to provoke 
revolutions but to help evolutions to 
take place. What is ne^ed is an open 
multilateral trading system for 
stability and integration rather than 
divisiveness, both economic and 
political". 

Failure of the Round to achieve 
positive results will be a defeat for 
every body, asserts Mr Arthur 
Dunicel, Director-General of General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. On 
the other hand, its success will re¬ 
shape the world economic structures 
for decades to come. 

AID IN FLOWS 

♦ India's economy has never been 
so much aid-dependent as it is today. 
Aid flows from whatever quarter 
they may come are welcome. The 
total disbursement by the IMF since 
January 1991, came to 2579 million 
dollar. A stand-by credit of 2.2 billion 
dollar (likely to be converted into a 
long-term loan under the Extended 
Fund Facility) was sanctioned on Oc¬ 
tober 31, 1991. But this conversion 
into a bigger loan programme will be 
possible only if India is able to satisfy 
the IMF in regard to its economic 
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policies to make the economy open, 
competitive and so on. 

Aid India Consortium has 
pledged 6.7 billion dollar loan ($ 2.3 
billion for quick disbursement) for 
1991-92. U is about 6.7 per cent more 
than the last year's. The inward 
remittances under the Foreign Ex¬ 
change (Immunities) Scheme, 1991 
are estimated at around forty million 
dollar every day. At this rate bankers 
expect this scheme alone to rake in at 
least 1.5 billion dollar by the date it is 
scheduled to close on November 30, 
1991. 

It may be stated that the govern¬ 
ment is now not in favour of short¬ 
term loans. Various other schemes 
have been floated by the financial in¬ 
stitutions to net in foreign exchange 
reserves e.y. India Development 
Bond by the State Bank of India; 
Portfolio Investment Scheme by the 
RBI. The country is likely to be awash 
with foreign capital. Whe^er it will 
do the country a real good will 
depend on how best it is utilized. 

GLOBAL TRENDS 

♦ The year 1991, according to the 
Asian Development Bank, will wit¬ 
ness not more than 1-2 per cent 
growth in the world output. But the 
next year (1992) would see a rebound 
with 2.7 per cent growth. 

The developing countrie.s, as a 
whole, are expected to register 3-4 per 
cent growth in 1991-92, thanks to the 
improved outlook for Latin America. 
The South Asian countries will 
average a slower growth rate of 4-5 
per cent and the Newly In¬ 
dustrialised countries will go down 
to 6 per cent growth of GDP in 1991 
but will post a higher growth in 1992. 
The South-east Asia will have the 
unique distinction of fastest growing 
region with an average growth rate of 
6.5 per cent in 1991 as against 7.4 per 
cent in 1990. It is expect^ to improve 
to 6.9 per cent next year. 

The tight money policy, high 
rates of interest but no marked rise in 
oil price will characterise the global 
economy. 

In the case of India, the RBI has 
predicted less than four per cent 
growth of GDP in 1991 which is less 
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than that in the previous year. 
Double-digit inflation, dear money 
and no spectacular increase in ex¬ 
ports will mark the economy in 1992. 

INDIA AND IMF 

* India has to achieve a sustainable 
low-inflationary growth and also re¬ 
store the lost confidence of the Indian 
people and the international com¬ 
munity. For this purpose there is no 
alternative to embark upon measures 
for an open competitive world 
economy. The role of the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund is to set* that the 
policies fit well with the macro- 
economic framework to achieve 
these objectives. 

The Central government has 
decided not to go in for short-term 
loans. 1 fowever, in order to tide over 
the immediate demand for foreign 
exchange a stand-by loan of 2 2 bil¬ 
lion dollar has been sanctioned by the 
IMF. To be eligible for conversion of 
this Itvin into a long-term bigger loan 
under the Extended Fund Facility, the 
Fund has to be satisfied that we hav'e 
a 3-4 year programme for moving to 
an open competitive economy and 
have revitalised the external trade 
front to tit in with a medium-term 
programme tor structural adjust¬ 
ment. 

To make the economy more 
'open' to foreign competition, it 
would be necessary to break the tantf 
barriers against imports through 
reduction in customs duties. For con¬ 
trolling inflation, it would be neces¬ 
sary to bring about radical tax 
reforms e.g. increase in excise duties, 
introduction of value-added tax and 
to reduce the budget deficit. 

Liberalisation of the activities of 
the private .sector and rehabilitation of 
the public .sector would require the for¬ 
mulation of a clear exit policy and the 
establisliment of a safety net to take care 
of the retrenched persons in the wake of 
the re-structure of the public sector. The 
public sector activities should be 
restricted to areas which cannot be 
taken up by the private sector. 

The critical question is not the 
need for reform of the kind that is 
proposed by the IMF but the speed 
and phasing of a reform programme. 
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Round-up of Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADB: Asian Development 

Bank 

ADF: Asian Development 

1 und 

ANURAG: Adviimcd Numen- 
tal Researih and Analysis Crroup 

APEC: Action Plan loi 
Fetinomic C ooperation 

CrC: C hloionuro C arbon 

CLASS: Computer 1 itora^v and 
Studies in SlIickiI 

CNC: C ompiessed Natural Gas 

CNN: Cable Nt vvs Netwoik 

EFI: I xtendt'tl Fund latiiilv 

I CNR: Fi>reij’n Currency (non 
resident) Actounls Scheme 

GRAM: Ceo-Keferenced Aua 
Management 

GOPIO: Cilobal CVgani-ation of 
People of Indian Origin 

HDI. Human De\elopment 
Index 

ILY: International 1 iteracy Yeai 

IMET: International Military 
Education Training Programme 

IPR: Intellectual Piopertv 
Rights 

ISC: Inter-State Council 

LDC: Least Developed Count¬ 
ries 

MFN: Most Faxoured Nation 

MIGA: Multilateral ln\estment 
Guarantcv Agency 

MMM: The Minimum Malprac 
tices Model 

MNC: Multi-national Corpora¬ 
tion 

NISA: National liuTustrial 
Security Academy 

NPT: (Nuclear) Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion Treaty 

PACER: Programme for Ac¬ 
celeration of Commeraal Energy Re¬ 
search. 

PEACE: Protection of Environ¬ 
ment for Achieving Cleaner Earth 


PTBT: Partial lest Ban Ireaty 
SIT: Special Investigating Team 

SEBC- Socially and 1 ducation- 
ally Backward C lasses 

SOFT: Strategic Offensive For¬ 
ces Tieatv 

START. Strategic Aims Recliic 
tion Ireaty 

TRIPS: Iradc Related Inlcllc^c 
tual Property Rights 

ULFA- L nitc d 1 iberation I ront 
of Assam 

UNTAC. UN Piansitional 
Authority tor C ainbcHlia 

VLSI: Veiy I arge‘scale Integra 

turn 

VS AT* Veiy Small Apeituie ler 
minals 

AWARDS 

NATIONAL AWARDS 
Arjuna Awards, 1989 

* Paigat Singh (//(>< A( I/) \isinMer 
chant (SiiooAc/), Madan I al (CiicAif) 
Mercy Kuttan (A/ZiA/ics) Shyam 1 al 
(Anliny), Gopal Dewang (Bmi/iy;) 
Subrata Bhattacharya (hwlhill) 
Niyati Shah {InhU ImniA Rupali 
Patel (Gi/i»i;<isbcs) Ivotsna Dutta 
(Wc/y,’//f/i/fi;nj), Abdul Basith (lo/ 
Ifi/lmll) and Saty vv an ( W>t ‘-t//ii\>) 

Ihe Arjuna awards consist of 
cash aw aid ot Rs 20,(X)() a bion/e 
-tatue of the legendary wairior Ar 
juna and a scioll 

Ihe DtotiihliiUiio iiiiiiiii foi the 
best coach has not been given to 
anyone 

The Mauiana Abul Kalam Azad 
Rolling Trophy, 1989-90 

* Delhi Univeisity has baggcxl the 
trophy tor the third time in a row tor 
its excellent all-round performance in 
sports 

B.C. Roy Award, 1989 

* Dr Bomsi J Wadia, obstetrician 
and gynacxologist has been awaRitvl 
the 1989 Dr BCT Roy awaid tor his 
contribution to family planning work 
among the rural and tnbal popula¬ 
tion 


Boriaug Award, 1987 and 1988 

# The 1987 award has bc>cn given to 
Ml Deb Rov, conservator of fort?sts, 
Assam 

The 1988 aw’ard has gone to Dr 
PV Shenen, Special Secretary 
(Agi icultuie) 

Dhanvantrl Award, 1991 

♦ Internationally renowmed neuro- 
logisL Di FddieP Bharucha, has been 
aw aided the prestigious Dhanvanlri 
award foi l‘Wl for his outstanding 
contribution to the medical science, 
sfieciallv in the field on neurology 
G.D. Birla Award, 1990 

* 1 he second (. D Birla Internation¬ 
al award tor outstanding contribu¬ 
tion to Humanism has btvn given to 
Sii 1 lc*rmann Bondi, President of the 
British I lumanist Association The 
award has bevn given in recogniticm 
ot his cius,ide against impositicm cif 
religious dogma on society 

1 he award carries a prize of Rs S 

lakh 

R.D. Birla Award, 1990 

♦ Dr Daiab k Dastur has been 
given the R D Birla award tor cnit- 
staiiding research in medical and re¬ 
lated fields to an Indian working 
within the country 

The award comprises of Rs 1 lakh 
in cash and a citation 

Dr Dastur is Director of IX’parl- 
ment of Neuropathology and Ap¬ 
plied Biology at the Bombay hospital 
1 le IS a world recogniscxl autlmrity in 
clinical and experimental neuro¬ 
pathology 

Indira Gandhi Award for National 
Integration, 1990 

* The prestigious Indira Ciandhi 
award tor national integiation tor 
1990 has bc*c‘n given /xisf/iiuiioifs/i/ to 
the former Prime Minister ot India, 
Mr Rtijiv Gandhi, lor his outstanding 
work and supreme s,icrific’e in the 
cause ot national integiation 

The award, which was instituted 
m 198S, IS give'll to distinguished per- 
sonalllic*s or asscKiations working in 
the field of leligion, arts, science, cuT 
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ture, b(.)cial work and journalism. 

Indira Gandhi Environment 
Award, 1988 

# The IWK Indira (>andhi 
Paryavaran (Environnii’iil) award 
has beon givcm to Prof Sreedhnran, 
director Sahitya Kerala Shastra 
Parishad for popularising environ¬ 
mental issues through publications. 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1991 

For outstanding contribution in 
the field of constructive work: 
Dwarko Sundrani, the managing 
trustee ot the Sunwnviu/ii A'^lirain at 
Bodhgaya in Bihar. 

For application of science and 
technology for development: 
Krishnamurthy Mirmira, a ceramics 
expert. 

For outstanding contribution 
for uplift and welfare of women and 
children: Radha Bhatof Laxmi Ash¬ 
ram at Kasauni in district Almora ot 
Uttar Pradesh. 

International award for promot¬ 
ing Candhian values: Charles C. 
Walker of USA. 

Each award consists of a citation, 
a medal and a cash pri/e ot Rs one 
lakh (equivalent of Rs one lakh in 
foreign exchange for the internation¬ 
al award). 

Jnanpith Award, 1990 

# The 26th Bharatiya Jnanpith 
award tor 1990 has been given to Prof 
Vinayak Krishna Cokak, the distin¬ 
guished Kannada poet and literary 
critic, for his outstanding contribu¬ 
tion to the enrichment ot Indian 
literature during 1970-84. 

The Jananpith Award carries a 
pur.se of Rs two lakh with a citation 
and a shawl 

Moortidevi Award, 1990 

# The eighth Moortidevi award, 
1990 has been given to Muni Shri 
Nagaraja for his monumental work 
Af^ain Aiir Triptnk: Ek Aini^lulnn. 

The award carries a purse of Rs 
51,000. It has been sponsored by the 
Bharatiya Jnanpith. 

Tansen Samman, 1991 

# Classical vocalist. Pandit Bhimsen 
Joshi, has been given the Tansen Sani- 
man for 1991, instituted by the Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh government The award 
carries a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh and a 
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citation. 

Kabir Samman, 1991 

* The Kabir Samman for excellence, 
outstanding creativity and dedica¬ 
tion in the field of Indian poetry, has 
been given to distinguished Marathi 
poet Mr Govind Vinayak Karandikar. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh 
and carries a sum of Rs 1.5 lakh and a 
plaque of honour. 

Tulsi Samman, 1991 

* The 1991 award has been given to 
Mr Balappa V. Hukkeri, Mr Balkrish- 
na Das and Mr Jhaduram Devangana 
tor their contribution in promotion 
and development of tribal folk arts. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh. 

Kalidas Award, 1991 

* The prestigious Rs one lakh 
Kalidas Samman has bevn given to 
Bharatanatyam dancer. Dr Padma 
Subramaniam, tor excellence in clas¬ 
sical dance 

Ustad All Akbar Khan has been 
selected for the prestigious Kalidas 
Samman for clas.sical music. He is a 
world renowned sitar plaver. 

The award has been constituted 
by the Madhya Pradesh government 
and carries Rs one lakh and a certifi¬ 
cate ot honour. It is given annually tor 
excellence, outstanding creativity 
and dedication in the field of classical 
music. 

Konarak Samman, 1991 

* The first Konarak Samman has 
been conferred to Mrs Subbulakshmi, 
the doyen of Carnatic classical music. 

The award, a national honour, 
has been constituted by the Orissa 
State Council of Culture and will be 
conferred annually, on all India basis, 
on a person for his outstanding con¬ 
tribution in any of the spheres of 
literature, art, sculpture, music, 
dance or socio-culturai work. 

Iqbal Samman, 1991 

* The distinguished Urdu writer, 
Mr Anand Narayan Mulla, has been 
given the Iqbal Samman for his excel¬ 
lence, outstanding creativity and 
long-time dedication in the field of 
Urdu literature. 

Tlie award has been instituted by 
'the Madhya Pradesh government 


T 


and carries an amount of Rs one lakh 
and a plaque of honour. 

Lata Mangeshkar Award, 1990 

* The 1990 Lata Mangeshkar award 
for light music has been given to the 
famous duo of Hindi film music, Lax- 
mikant-Pyarclal. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh 
and carries an amount of Rs 1 lakh 
and a plaque of honour. The award is 
given in rotation to music composers 
and singers every year. 

Lai Bahadur Shastri Memorial 
Award, 1988 

for pnviiotinif Indinii Cultural, 
ethical ami moral imlucs abroad: Ram 
Lai Sachdev. 

For out^itaudiui^ coiitrihuliou to 
Ai^ncultural Si icncc:^: Dr V R.P. Sinhn, 
Director ot Central Institute of 
Fisheries, Dr Ram Pratap Singh, 
Directoi ol Extension, N.D Univ'er- 
sity ol Agriculture and Technology. 

For out^taudiii^ lontribution to 
dcivlopmciit Dr S Z. Qasim, who led 
the lirst Indian expedition to An¬ 
tarctica; Dr Pran Pyari Bhat, a senior 
scientist ot National Biotechnology 
Centre 

Nehru Literacy Award, 1987 

* Noted scholar, author and par¬ 
liamentarian, Prof N.Ci. Ranga for his 
contribution towards removal of il¬ 
literacy among the adult men and 
women of India. 

Republic Day Awards, 1991 

Bharat Ratiia: Morarji Desai, Dr 
B.R. Ambedkar, Rajiv Gandhi and 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

Padma Vibhushau: Eight eminent 
ersons have been given the second 
ighest award. They are: Gulzari Lai 
Nanda, outstanding politician of 
yesteryears; Prof Hiren Mukherjee 
and Prof N.G. Ranga, both veteran 
freedom-fighters; Kusso Framurz 
Kustamji, civil services; Dr Maqbool 
Fida Hussain, renowned painter; 
Prof Raja Ram Shastri, educationist; 
Dr Indra Prasad Gordhanbhai Patel, 
economist; Dr Mangalapallt 
Balamuralikrishna, Carnatic Vocal 
musician. 

Padma Bhushair. 23 eminent per¬ 
sons were honoured. Prominent 
among them were: Amjad Ali Khan 
(Sarod maestro), Dilip Kumar (cine 
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actor), Shyam Benegal (film director), 
Lala Amarnath (Cricketer), Kapil 
Dev (Cricketer), F.S. Nariman 
(eminent jurist), Amala Shanka (dan¬ 
cer) and Dr Ebrahim Alkazi (theatre 
director). 

Pndiiin SJircc: 83 eminent persons 
were honoured. Prominent among 
them were; Ms Simla Dang (social 
worker), Ustad Ghulam Mustafa (In¬ 
dian classical music—vocal). Dr 
Govind Narayan Malviya (surgery). 
Dr G. Venkataraman (nuclear 
physics), Dr J.P. Singh (medicine), 
Keshav Malik (literature, English), Dr 
Snell Bhargav (medical education). 

Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar 
Awards, 1991 

Biological Sciences: Di Vtmtdra 
Nnlli Pnitdy, Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre, Bombay and Or Srni/i’ns K. 
Sniditpui, Karnataka University, 
Dharwad. 

Chemical Sciences: l)i Rinian 
Bn^clii, Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore and Or jlidlii "Yadav, 
Imlian Institute ot Chemical Technol¬ 
ogy, Hyderabad. 

Earth, atmosphere, ocean and 
planetary sciences: Dr Sn 
Kurukshetra University and Or 
Sudipta jadavpur Univer¬ 

sity. 

Engineering Sciences: D; / B. 
joshi, University of Bombay. 

Mathematical Sciences: Dr Vik- 
rani B. Mehta and Di Aiinninalai 
Rnnumathaii of the Tata Institute ot 
Fundamental Research, Bombay. 

Medical Sciences: Dr Shitt-ln 
Wadhu’a, ARMS, New Delhi. 

Physical Sciences: Or Deepak 
Dlwr and Dr Deepak Mathur, TFIR, 
Bombay. 

The awards carry Rs 50,000 in 
cash, a citation and a momento. 
These are given to scientists below 45 
years of age for their outstanding re¬ 
search during the last five years. 

CSIR Golden Jubilee awards: 
Dr G.N. Ramachandran, former 
rofessor, Indian Institute of Science, 
angalore, and Dr C.N.R. Rao, Direc¬ 
tor, Indian Institute of Science, Ban- 
galoi'e, have been selected for the 
CSIR golden jubilee awards, in¬ 
stituted this year. Tlie award carries 
Rs one lakh and a medallion. 


Indian National Science Academy 
Awards, 1991 

Chandrasekhar Venkataraman 
Medal: Dr Ashesh Prosad Mitra, 
Director General, Council of Scien¬ 
tific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

Shanti Suvrup Bhatnagar Medal: 
Professor Bimal Kumar Bachawat, 
FNA, Head ot the Department of 
Biochemistry, University of Delhi. 

C. V. Raman Research Professorship: 
Professor Govindarajan Pad- 
manaban of Department of 
Biochemistry, Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 

P.C. Mahalanohis Medal (1990): 
Pnofessor G.S. Sanyal, Executive 
Director, Science and Technology 
Entrepreneurs Park (STEP), IIT, 
Kharagpur. 

H.J. Bhabha Medal (1990)- Dr P.K. 
Iyengar, Chairman, Atomic Energy 
Commission, Bombay 

K.R. Rainanathan Medal (1990): 
[’rofessor PR. Pisharoty, Emeritus 
Professor, Physical Research 
Laboratory, Ahmedabad 

Professor Shi/ain Bahadur Sak'^ena 
Memorial Aioaid: Professor H Y. 
Mohan Ram, Department of Botany, 
University of Delhi. 

Vikram Sarabhai Award, 1990 

♦ The first Vikram Sarabhai award, 
instituted by the Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation (ISRO), has been 
given to Soviet academician V A 
Kotilnikov. 

The award will be presented 
once in two years in recognition ot 
outstanding contributions, made by 
scientists in the world, to space re¬ 
search in developing countries. The 
award consists of a gold medal and a 
citation. 

INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 
Nobel Prize, 1991 

For Literature: South African 
author Nadine Gordimer for her 
novels and short stories focussing on 
the consequences of living under her 
country's apartheid system of racial 
separation. 

For Peace: Burmese opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi for her non¬ 
violent struggle to bring democracy 
to her country. 

For Medicine: Erwin Neher and 


Bert Sakmann of Germany share the 
prize for their discoveries concerning 
the function of single ion channels in 
ceil. 

For Physics: Pierre-Gilles de 
Gennes of France for work which has 
led to lap-top computer screens and 
digital watch displays. 

For Chemistry: Richard R. Ernst 
of Switzerland for his contributions 
to the development of the methodology 
of high-resolution Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance (NMR) Spectroscopy. 

For Economics: British-bom 
Prof Ronald Coase of the University 
of Chicago, USA for his theories 
which helped explain why com¬ 
panies exist, and also why com¬ 
munist economies collapsed. 

Jawaharlal Nehru Award for 
International Understanding, 1989 

* The President ot Zimbabwe, Dr 
Robert G. Mugabe, has been given 
the 1W Jawaharlal Nehru Awaid for 
International Understanding in 
recognition of his fight tor justice, 
peace and freedom in Africa and else¬ 
where in the w'orld. 

The award carries a cash prize of 
Rs 15 lakh 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1990 

♦ The Indira Gandhi Prize for peace, 
disarmament and development for 
1 990 has been awarded to the Presi¬ 
dent ot Namibia, Mr Sam Nujoma. 

The award has been given to Mr 
Nujoma in recognition of his 
"courageous and inspiring leader¬ 
ship of the people ot Namibia in their 
struggle for freedom and equality". 

The award carries Rs 15 lakh in 
cash. 

Magsaysay Awards, 1991 

For eommuniti/ leadership: Shi 
Cheng-Yen, a Buddhist nun and the 
head ot Taiwan's mt>st trusted charity 
for "reawakening Taiwan's modem 
people to the ancient Buddhist teach¬ 
ings of compassion and charity". 

For journalism, literature and crea¬ 
tive communication arts: Indian 
dramatist K.V. Subbanna. He was 
recognised for "enriching rural 
Karnataka's cultural life with the 
world's best films and the delights 
and wonder of the living stage". 

For public sendee: Crown Prin¬ 
cess Mana Chakri Sirindhorn of In- 
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donesia. 

f-or f>Oi''’ninu’nl scrvuc. Alferdo 
Bengzon, health secretary of Philip¬ 
pines. 

Asia's nobel equivalent, the 
award carries a certificate, a gold 
medal and a cash prize ot $30,000 It 
is named after the Philippine Presi¬ 
dent, Mr Ramon Magsaysay who 
died in a plane crash in 1957 

Booker Prize, 1991 

♦ Britain's prestigious Btxiker Pn/e 
for fiction has been awarded to The 
FamNicd Raul by the Nigerian poet 
and novelist, Mr Ben Okn. 

Kalinga Prize, 1991 

♦ The 1991 Kalinga Prize has been 
shared bv Dr N.K. Sehgal of the 
Department of Saence and Technol¬ 
ogy and Dr R. Iftimovici ot Romania. 
The award is given by UNESCO for 
exceptional contributions to science 
and technology. 

UNESCO prize for education, 1991 

♦ Mrs Ruta Leger Sivard of the USA 
and the Conrs Sainte-Marie de Mann 
School in Senegal have been awarded 
the 1991 UNE^'O's peace pnze for 
education 

Mrs Sivard is distinguished for 
her battle tor disarmament. The 
Conrs Sainte-Marie de Hann was 
founded in 1949 as a private Catholic 
institute ft became secular in 1973 

Given annually, the $60,000 prize 
comes from a million dollar fund 
donated by the Japan Ship-building 
Foundation to promote all actions 
leading to the establishment of "the 
defence of peace in the spirit of 
mankind" 

UNESCO’s international Literacy 
Prize, 1991 

♦ UNESCO has awarded the Inter¬ 
national I itoracy Prize tor 1991 to the 
West Bengal Government in recogni¬ 
tion of the significant initiative taken 
to launch the mass campaign for total 
literacy and in particular the achieve¬ 
ments made m Burdwan and Mid- 
napore districts. 

Entitled NDMA the prize is one 
of the five instituted by UNESCO 
under the International Literacy 
Award. It carries a cash prize of 
$ 10 , 000 . 

In 1990 UNESCO's King Sejong 
Literacy award of $30,000 was given 
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to Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad. 

UN Global award for environment 

* Indian agronomist Julian Gonsal¬ 
ves, working with Industrial Institute 
of Cilobal Reconstruction, Cavite, 
Philippines, has won the UN Global 
award for outstanding environmen¬ 
tal achievement. The award is in 
recognition of Dr Gonsalves's 
achievement in developing edma- 
tional training programme for 
promotion of environmentally 
suitable methods of f(X>d pnxluction 
in developing countries. 

Soviet Land Nehru Award, 1990 

* Mother Teresa has been 
nominated for the 199(1 Soviet L<ind 
Nehru aw’ard. 

The award carries Rs one lakh 
cash prize and invitation to visit the 
Soviet Union for a fortnight. 

FILM AWARDS 

Dada Saheb Phalke Award, 1990 

* Telugii cinema's doven, Akkineni 
Nageshwara Kao, has been honouri'd 
with the Dada Saheb Phalke award, 
1990, tor outstanding contribution to 
the film industry. 

The award carries a cash prize ot 
Rs one lakh, a trophy, a shawl and a 
citation 

38th National Film Festival 
Awards 

Best Feature Film {.Smirim 
Kantal): Mam Pakkam (Tamil) directed 
by K.S. Sethumadhavan. The film is a 
psychological case study of an old 
man approaching the throes ot death 

Best Direction: Tapan Sinha for 
his Hindi film, Ek Docloi Ki Mniif. 

Best actor. Amitabh Bachchan 
for his role in Hindi film Ayi/cc/nif/i. 

Best Actress: Vijava Shanthi, 
Telugu film actress, for her role in 
Kattiumfani. 

Best supporting actor Nedumudi 
Venu for his performance in the 
Malayalam film His Highness Aluhil- 
Inh. 

Best supporting actress: K.P.A.C. 
Lalitha for her performance in the 
Malayalam film Amaram. 

Best child artist: Shared bv 
three child artistes. Baby Shruti, 
Master Tarun and Baby Sfiamili for 
their performance irt the 'Famil filrn 
All jail. 


I 

Indira Gandhi Award for best 
film of a director. Malayalam film 
Periiiiiathachan directed by Ajayan. 

Best popular film providing 
wholesome entertainment: Gliapal 
I produced by Dharmendra. 

Best playback singer; hAale: 
M.G Sreekumar tor the Malayalam 
film His Highness Abdullah. 

Female: Lata Mangeshkar for 
the Hindi Him Lekni. 

Best Music director: Hridyanath 
Mangeshkar for the Hindi film Ickin. 

Best Lyrics: Gulzar for the 
I Hndi Him lekiii. 

Special jtirif award- Sunny Deol 
tor his role in Cdiayal and Tamil film 
actre‘-s |ava Bharathy for her perfor- 
maiue m Mnni Pakkam. 

Regional films- Almaia (Ben¬ 
gali), /(>(>/ (Assamese), Dhrishti 
(Hindi), Miithina lliiara (Kannada), 
VasHinhaia (Malayalam), Aiijali 
(Tamil), Mnlli Maiiiishidii (Tolegu). 

Best feature film in languages 
other than those specified in eighth 
schedule of the Constitution: 
Niaiion, Manipuri. 

Best film critic Shtima Chatter- 
jtv. 

BOOKS 

August Coup, The 

* This is a 74-page memoir, written 
by Mikhail S. Gorbachov, President of 
USSR. In this book he pledge's abid¬ 
ing allegiance to "the socialist idea" 
and tries to explain the tactical 
blunders that led to the coup against 
him It also includes a long article he 
had been writing at his summer 
home in Crimea in the days before 
the militarv takinwer. 

It is interesting to note that Mr 
Ciorbachov, who had earlier 
described himself as a "Convinced 
Communist", characteri.ses himself 
in this book as a democrat and a 
socialist. 

Conservationist, The 

# Written by Nobel Prize winner 
Ms Nadine Ciordimer, it explores in 
depth the effect of life in a colour- 
bar society on individuals who are 
fundamentally decent and 
humane. 

Ms Givrdimer had won the 1974 
BiK)ker Prize for this novel. 
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Famished Road, The 

* This novel has won the Nigerian 
poet and novelist, Mr Ben Okri, thi* 
1991 Booker Prize. It is about an ex¬ 
ploration of the real world by a spirit 
child—Abikui. He is endowed with 
special powers and he explores 
modern Nigeria giving the autht>r an 
opportunity to juxtnjxwe the real and ' 
magical worlds. 

Final Exit 

* Written by Derek Humphry, this 
book is a guide tor terminally ill 
people on how to commit suicide. It 
outlines a variety of ways to commit 
suicide and provides specific instruc¬ 
tions. 

Controversy has swirled around 
publication of this book because 
many experts fear it will be misu.sixl 
by people who are deprt'ssed or who 
might plan tticommit murder. Otheis 
behave that it is a loud proti'st against 
the medical profession lor allowing 
terminally ill patients to siitter. 

Gurusagaram 

* Well-known Malavalam novelist 
and carUxinist Mr O.P. Vi).'iyan has 
won the prestigious Vayalar Ram.i 
Varma literary award tor his m>\el 
Guru’Vtf'nraiii. 

A novel ot philosophic dimen¬ 
sions, it attempts to explore the rid¬ 
dles of rootless humanity o.scillating 
between the individual psyche and 
collective consciousness. 

Higher than Hope 

* This is a biography ot Nelson 

Mandela. It has twen authored bv 
Fatima Meer,a pmfes-sorofstx'iology. 
It focusses on the hitherto unknown 
aspects of the African leader's life 
and his struggles. ' 

Kashmir—Behind the Vale 

* Written by Mr M.J. Akbar, the 
book highlights the "failures" of Mr 
Jinnah, the father of Pakistan, in 
wooing the Kashmiri Muslims to his, 
side and utterly disregarding their 
free will and democratic urge during 
the turmoil of early 1940s in the Val¬ 
ley. 

It exposes the role of stvcalled 
raiders 1^ by Pakistani army in the 
Valley in late 1940 and also quotes at 
lengm how Pakistan's efforts to woo 
ShSih Abdullah failed. 

The book has been banned in 


Pakistan. 

Occasion for Loving 

# This novel is based on a triangular 
relationship—an older woman en¬ 
couraging a love affair between her 
two friends, a black man and a white 
woman. It is written by Ms Nadine 
C’lordimer, winner of 1991 Literature 
Nobel Prize. This novel was held 
"under embargo" for a while and 
was ultimately banned by the fxmth 
African government. 

The Fires of Bengal 

# Authored by the young Indian 
author, Amitav Cihosh, the 40()-pagc 
novel is a thousand and one nights 
tale spilling over with extra-ordinary 
characters. Mr Chosh has been 
awarded France's Medicis prize for 
this IxHik. 

DAYS 

Sadbhavana Dlwas 

# August 21), the birthday of Mr 
Rajiv Clandhi, late Prime Minister ot 
India, was obserwd as Smlbluiwiui 

The tibjivtive of this was to 
promote harmony among people of 
all religions, languages and States; to 
encourage goodwill towards 
everyone and to eschew violence. 

World Diabetes Day 

# Diabetes mellitus is today the 
third m.ijor killer ot human beings. In 
India alone, there are over 15 million 
persons suffering from the disease 
and an equal number who are not 
even aware of it. Its growing in¬ 
cidence in developing countries is 
posing a big challenge to health 
authorities. 

Seeing the challenge posed by 
the disease, the World Health Or- 
ganistition has declared June 27 as 
World Dialx'tes Day. The aim is to 
create greater awareness amongst 
patients, their family and health 
authorities. 

Earth Day on April 22 

# Aprill 22 has been declared Earth 
Day 1991). The day heralded the mil¬ 
lennium-end decade of envirorunen- 
tal activism in what is envisaged as 
the largest global demonstration in 
history. More than 100 million 

S je, world over, took part to 
rate the Eairth Day and help 
spread the message that the environ¬ 
ment should be protected. 




No Tobacco Day 

* World Health Organisation 
celebrated May 31 as No Tobacco Day 
all over the world. The basic aim was 
to create awareness among the 
general population and policy 
makers to acnieve the goal of tobacco 
free society. 

DEFENCE 

‘Prithvi’ again test-launched 
successfully 

# India successfully test-launched 
for the fourth time, Pritlwi, the fully 
indigenously designed and con¬ 
structed surface-to-surface missile, 
from the Sriharikota range on July 4, 
1991. 

Pritlwi has been developed by the 
Defence Research Development Or¬ 
ganisation (DRDO) under the 
Centro's integrated guided missile 
programme. 

The successful test flight of Prith¬ 
vi for the fourth time gives a bexist to 
the eight-year-old Integrated Guided 
Missile Development Programme 
(IGMDP). The first test flight of this 
tactical battlefield missile with a 
range of 150 to 250 km was con¬ 
ducted successfully on February 25, 
1988 and the second on September 27, 
1989. The third flight was carried out 
on February 11,1991. 

The missile is designed to per¬ 
form a tactical battlefield support role 
and will function as a high-accuracy 
system to destroy various types of 
military targets. It can also be 
launched from a mobile launcher on 
an eight-wheeled truck. It is expected 
to be offered tor user trials by mid¬ 
nineties. 

The single stage missile has a 
two-chamber rocket motor with 
storable liquid propellants. While a 
modified surv'eillance radar is used 
to intercept one target at a time, a 
mexiified flycatcher radar is used for 
guiding the missile. 

Pritlwi am have different types of 
warheads against the heterogeneous 
targets. The ratio of warhead to over¬ 
all take-off weight is the highest for 
any missiles in its class. 

The integrated guided missile 
development programme was sanc¬ 
tioned in July 1983 with the mandate 
for design, development and leading 
to produetjonisation of four missile 
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systems, inLludiiig Pnllu'i 

‘Trishul’ tn triple role successful 

♦ In .in important doxelupniynt, In 
di.in d('U'nco scientists siiccessfullv 
tested shoit lange surtace- 

lo air missile (SAM) -in its triple bat- 
lleticld roles toi the Arm\, Air I oree 
and Navy 

The latest series ol te'st (lights be¬ 
ds e'en August 24 and Se'pte'inbei 10 
1W1 ott Chandipur ti'st range in Oi issa 
have demonstrated Tiishiil ^ eapa 
bihty as a deadly weapon against 
aircraft and as a ship-launched anti¬ 
aircraft missile 

The missile successfully per 
formed a manoeuv re height lock 
loop w hieh pushed its leach by 7- 
metre over the sea surface at spe'eds 
exceeding Mach Two This 
manoeuv re has been specially 
designed for the sea skimming 
fii'-hiil lor the \av v The height lock 
loop uses an on boaid radio altime'ter 
which beams continuous stream of 
pulses towards the sea suitace to 
determine the missile height and 
maintain a constant progiammed al 
titude abov e the w ater 

rii'^liiil along with Piillioi, 
another SAM, would undergo exten- 
sive user trials during 1992 bt'tore 
being manutacturi'd by the Bharat 
Dynamics I united (BDl ) and in 
ducted into the Indian De’lence ser 
V ice's 

The test flights oil Chandipur 
alsei proved a new gathc'iing sys 
tern' which accuratelv guides the 
missile towards its tirget with the 
help of microwave based radar 

hi^luil IS a short range c]uick 
reaction SAM dc'signed and 
dc'vtloped as pait of the country’s 
Integrated Missile Development 
I’rogramme (IGMDP) started in 1982 

I uphill, as the name indicate's, has 
a triple role for the three wings of the 
Indian Detence bor the Air F-orce, the 
launcher and radar are on separate 
wheeled platforms to facilitate target¬ 
ing moving helicopters or aircraft In 
the Naval form, Tihliiif is dc'signc'd to 
take on not only aircraft but also sea 
skimming anti-ship missiles 

‘Nag’ successfully tested 

# India's first indigenous, third 
generation anti-tank missile, Nng, 
w’as successfully flight tested on 
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November 29,1990 at the interim test 
range at C handipur in Orissa 

N/ig has been described as more 
than matching any comparable mis¬ 
sile in the armoury of NATO or the 
Wars,iw pact 

The third generation anti-tank 
missile system has a 'tire and forget 
and top attack capability' It can be 
launched from land based missile 
carriers as wi‘11 as helicopters. It has a 
range ot four kilometres The target 
acc]uisition system includc's thermal 
sight operator carbon dioxide ranger 
finder w ith range accuracy and clay 
sight and other vision aids for the 
ciew It IS designed to pierce all 
futuristic armour, including leactive 
armour 

Akash test-launch successful 

# India s most mixlern multi-target 
surface to-air missile /U(?s// was sue 
cesstully tc'st-launched on August 14, 
1990 from the interim test lange at 
Chandipur on sea on the northern 
coast ot Orissa 

ACis/i IS the fifth missile to be 
designed in India Iheothei four art 
Piitliii Tii'^lttil Ay'/n and iVdCj While 
Pntlivi IS a short range surface to 
surlace missile, O/s/in/is a multi role, 
c]uick reaction, short range, surfacc'- 
to-air missile and A^ni is an inter¬ 
mediate range surface to-surface 
missile 

INS Dega Commissioned 

♦ INS Diyii, the first Naval air sta 
tion in the Last Cost, was commis¬ 
sioned on Octobc'r 21,1991 

This naval air station has in¬ 
frastructural facilities for night land¬ 
ing and further expansion of the 
runway is possible when required 

This naval air station is the fourth 
in the country Iheoimmissioningof 
the air station, with all modern 
facilities, IS a milestone in the history 
of the naval air arm 

Offshore patrol vessel launched 

* INS Stijatn, last in the senes of four 
offshore patrol vessels built by the 
Hindustan Shipyard Limited, Visak- 
hapatnam, was launched on October 
22,1991 

Tfie INS Snn/ti, second in the 
senes, was commissioned two weeks 
before and the third vessel, INS Sluir- 
dii, will be ready for commissioning 


soon 

INS Khanjar commissioned 

♦ INS Klimiiar, the fourth in¬ 
digenously designed missile cor¬ 
vette, was commissioned at the 
Naval base in Visakhapatnain on Oc¬ 
tober 22, 1991 

I he ship IS fittc'd with surface-to- 
surface and surface-to-air missiles, 
aircraft guns and sophisticated 
machinery 

INS KIrpan commissioned 

* INS Kiii>au, the first frontline war 
ship designed indigenously by the 
Garden Ke.uh Ship building and Ln 
ginec'is I milted (C.RSL), was com 
missioned on lanuarv 12,1991 

The 1 lOO-tonne ship is equipped 
with surfacc'-to-siirface and surface 
to-air missiles It has the capability ot 
carrying and operating the All! 
helicopter or any othei similar 
hehcoplei in anti ship or anti-sub 
marine role The virtuallv shallow 
vvatei capability gives the ship im 
mumties from submarine threats 

INS Kiijimi IS the third corvette 
class warship The tiist two ships ot 
this class wc're commissiont'd m 1989 
and 1990 The indigenous component 
m the making ot tins ship was alxmt 
70 [ler cent 

INS Delhi—India’s largest warship 

* India s largest and most sophisti¬ 
cated, mdigenously-built warship, 
INS Delhi was launched on bebniarv 
2, 1991 at the Maz.igaon Dcxks 

Costing ICs 2(X) crore, the ship is 
the first ot a batch ot thrc'c* to built for 
the Navy It will be commissionc'd 
and handl'd over to the Nav y by early 
1995 and will be the first large ship to 
be propelled by gas turbines, instead 
of the conventional steam ones 

The ship IS being built under 
"Pro)ect-15", which has drawn na¬ 
tional and international attention 
The ships built as part of this project 
will have the most advanced weapon 
systems, high speed, long endurance 
and survivability m adversity 

The displacement of INS Delhi is 
in excess of 6,000 tonnes, making it 
twice as large as the Godavan class of 
frigates 

INS Kattabomman commiaaiohaff 

♦ The Rs 122 crore Very Low Fre¬ 
quency (VLF) station of Indian Navy, 




the first of its kind in Asia, INS Kat- 
tabomman, was commissioned by 
President R. Venkataraman on Oc- 
tob«.'r 21,1990. 

The VLF station is a highly 
sophisticated communication net¬ 
work. It IS possessed by only two or 
three other countries of the world. It 
will help in communicating with sub¬ 
marines operating under water at 
long ranges. 

INS Gharial launched 

* INS ChannI, a leading ship tank, 
built for the Indian Navy jointly by 
the I lindustan Shipyard and Garden 
Reach Shipbuilders was launched on 
April 1,1991 

The ship can carry a helicopter 
and has a capacity to transport a large 
number of troops, material, tanks and 
other stores, ft will add to the am¬ 
phibians warfare capability of Navy. 
Besides, it is better equipped with 
modern sensors and radars than its 
predecessor INS Ma^ar 

Second missile boat launched 

* In a landmark event ot warship 
building activity m the Mazagaon 
Dock Limited (MDL), tin- second 
missile boat of Tarantula class was 
launched on Jan 3,1991, adding to the 
firepower of the Indian Navy. 

The ship has been named Vipiil. 

In 1990 MDL launched the first 
missile boat of this series ot Soviet 
design. Between the tirst and second 
launch of missile boats MDL had also 
delivered the second corvette class 
vessel in May 1990. 

INS Vibhuti launched 

* The first indigenously-built mis¬ 
sile boat, INS Vihliutt, was handed 
over to Indian Navy by the 
Mazagaon Docks on June 3, IWl. 

The sophisticated 450-tonne boat 
is the sixth in a series of 12 boats that 
will be built in the next few years. 
Five such boats were built by the 
USSR on order from the Navy. INS 
Vibhuti has also been built with Soviet 
technology. 

Marine acoustic research ship 
iaunched 

* Mars, a 84.93-metre lone marine 
acoustic research ship of the Naval 
Physical Oceano^apnic Laboratory, 
was launch^ on May 14', 1991. 

The ship has been built by the 


Carden Reach Ship Builders and En¬ 
gineers Ltd (GRSE) at a cost of Rs 65 
crore. It is the first indigenously- 
built, multi-purpose research vehicle 
for carrying out geophysical, 
meteortilogical, acoustic and non¬ 
acoustic research tor collection of 
ocean data for strategic military inter¬ 
est. 

The ship has fully air-condi¬ 
tioned eight laboratories having 
slate-of-art scientific equipment and 
facilities for the landing of a helicop¬ 
ter. 

EXPEDITIONS 

10th Antarctica Expedition 

♦ The 10th Indian expedition to An¬ 
tarctica returned to the country on 
March 25, 1991 after accomplishing 
among other things, geological map¬ 
ping of the area around Greater 
Maitri region and establishment of 
geodetic control points 

Twenty-five ot the 100-member 
group have stayed Kick for carrying 
out various <^cientific studies during 
Antarctic winter. The returning party 
included 22 members of the 7tn 
wintering team. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 
Purnima-lll gets critical 

♦ I’urnima-III, a new research reac¬ 
tor which uses Uranium U233 as fuel, 
attained criticalit>' on November 9, 
1990 at the Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC), Bombay. 

Tlie zero-energy reactor, first of 
its kind in the world, uses fuel 
prepared from the naturally occur¬ 
ring thorium U233 fuel. It was fabri¬ 
cated by the radio metallurgy 
division of BARC. 

Narora’s second unit goes 
‘critical’ 

♦ The Second 220 megawatt (MW) 
unit of the Narora Atomic Power 
Project was succt'ssfully tested for 
production as it attained "criticality" 
on October 24, 1991. It is the eighth 
nuclear reactor in the country to 
reach this important milestone. The 
reactor is likely to begin commercial 
production in a month. 

The Narora plant is the fore run¬ 
ner of a whole new generation of 
reactors of the next decade. The in¬ 
digenously designed and built reac- 
tpr incorporates state-of-the art safety 
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mechanisms. The commissioning of 
the reactor was delayed by over three 
years to improve the design to 
withstand strong earthquakes. The 
lant is situated in a Seismic Zone, 
he reactors are designed to 
withstand a quake of the magnitude 
of 6.7 on the Ritcher scale. 

The first 220 MW reactor at 
Nanira attained criticality on March 
12, 1989 and it began commercial 
production when it was 
synchronised to the northern grid on 
July 29, 1989. The power plant was 
dedicated to the nation on October 
15, 1989 by the then Prime Minister, 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

PERSONS 
Anand, Viswanathan 

♦ The 20-year-old Indian 
grandmaster, Viswanathan Anand, 
has become the first Indian and only 
the second Asian to qualify for the 
candidate matches leading to the 
World Chess Championship. 

Coase, Prof Ronald 

♦ British-born Prof Ronald Coase of 
the University of Chicago has won 
the 1991 Nobel economics prize for 
his "breakthrough in understanding 
the institutional structure of the 
economy". 

Bom in Britain in 1910 and a long 
time US resident, he is credited for 
bringing to economic theory con¬ 
cepts of property rights and "transac¬ 
tion costs"—the costs of buyers and 
sellers meeting and defining their 
relationships through contracts. 

Cresson, Mrs Edith 

♦ Mrs Edith Cresson is the first 
woman Prime Minister of France. 
Dynamic, aggressive, intelligent, 
determined, ambitious—are some of 
the terms most frequently used to 
describe her. 

She was Kim to highly educated 
parents in 1934. After taking a doc¬ 
torate in law and a degree m amo- 
economics, she plunged into public 
life. At forty she was named one of 
the socialist party secretaries and has 
been one of the most faithful of Mr 
Mitterrand's inner circle since 1965. 

Ernst, Richard R. 

♦ He was in the news for being 
selected for the 1991 Nobel Prize for 
chemistry. 58-yearold Mr Ernst was 
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homiurod fur Ins contributions to the 
dcnelopnitnt ot the methodology ot 
high resolution Nuclear Magnetic 
RcNonaiue (NMR) Spoctiosiopy 

Gandhi, Rajiv 

* (hie ot the \oungest to be elcxled 
head of the btate worldwide, Mr 
Rajiv Ciandhi was assassinated on 
May 21 1^^*^! in a bomb blast just 
In tore he was to address a election 
rail) alSriperumbuchir near Madias 

A tornier pilot in the Indian An 
lines MrCianclhi was a lateand reluc 
tant political entrant He was loued 
to join politics In Mrs Indiia Ciandhi 
aftei the death of Mr Sanjay (landhi 
He bt'iamc the* seventh Piime Mini 
ste'rol India hoursattertheassassina 
tiein ot Mis Indira Ciandhi on October 
M 1<-)S4 

l3oi n on August 20, 1044 Mr 
Ciandhi was the eldest son ot Mis In 
dira (landhi and Mr lero/ Ciandhi 
His grandfather I’andit javvaharlal 
Nehru was India s first premner 

1 le has been honourc'd /vs/Zik 
) i/(if(s/i/ with Bharat Katna and Indira 
Ciandhi award tor National Integra 
turn, lOOO 

Gennes, Pierre-Giiles de 

* 1 le IS the w innei of the 1091 Nobel 
I’ri/e tor phvsies tor work w Inch has 
led to lap top computer screems and 
digital watch displavs 

Mr de Cicnnes was born in 10'?2 
in Paris He has bexm professor at the 
College de Fiance since 1071 and 
director of the 1 cole de Physiciue et 
( himie in Pans since 107(v 

He has been descnbtxl bv some 
scic nlisls as the Isaac New ton ot our 
lime 

Goenka, Ramnath 

* Ramnath (loenka a colossus w'ho 
straddlcxl the Indian journalistic and 
political scent tor live decades, died 
on October S, 1001 

He was born in Darbhanga in 
north Bihar on April 18 1004 After 
completing his studies at the Kashi 
Vidyapeeth, he joined his unde s 
business in Calcutta and later shifttxl 
to Madras It was from here that he 
later on managed his Indian 1 xpress 
newspaper chain 

He identified himselt closely 
with the freedom movement Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi appointa4 him a life trus- 
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tee ot the Hiiul Piihluii ‘^nblui in 1924 
1 ike the Mahatma he was always 
simple in his fcK>d habits and always 
wore A/wc/i 

I le w as a member ot the AlCC till 
the split in theCongiess Paity in lObO 
and broke away fiom Mis Indira 
Ctandhi w hen she clainpexi emergcMi 
cy in 1075 

Gokak, Prof V.K. 

♦ Prof V'mayak Krishna Ciokak the 
distinguished Kannada poet and 
literary critic, has won the 1000 
Bhar.itiya Inanpith Award 

He was boin in 1900 He ap 
pearcxl on the Kannada htc*rary scene 
with his lyrical work kri/ii/wvfAd in 
1014 This was followed bv the novel 
Ijioiiii His collection of poetry Nmn/n 
Kiuuhiiiilii (1057) heialded an age of 
new poetrv in Kannada ffi/nea 
riilliiLi won him the Sahitva 
\kademi award in 1057 Betwc'on 
1070 and 1084 he workc'd on lihauitn 
^nulliii Ra'^luni a work ot epic 
dimensicnis in 150t) lines ot blank 
verse 

Gordimer, Nadine 

# Ms Nadine Cjordimer is the 
rccipic'iit ot tool Nobel pri/e tor 
literature She bc'longs to South 
Africa 

The bSvearold writer is most 
celebiatcxl political aiythor of South 
Africa Her literary works give 
piofound insights into the extremely 
complicated scxial relationships in 
Soutn African environment 

Her novels, many ot which were 
banned by the w'hite minority 
government of South Atiica, include 
A World of Slnin‘fi’r<i (1958), The Lak 
Boiit}’COi‘> Wotid (1%6) and Bur^eT'> 
Dtui-^hter (1979) 

Greene, Graham 

* Graham Greene, the story-teller 
whose life and novels schemed to blur 
the distinction between fiction and 
reality, died on April 1,1991 

Through works like "Brighton 
Rexk', "The Ihird Man" and 'The 
Power and the Glory", he won mil¬ 
lions ot readers with world-weary 
but compassionate comments on the 
underdc^ 

Kasparov, Garry 

* World Chess Champion, Ciarry 
Kasparov, retained his title for 


another three years with a 43-movc 
draw in the 22nd game of his match 
with Soviet compatriot, Anatoly Kar¬ 
pov on December 27,1990 

When Kasparov toppled Karpov 
in 1985, he became the voungest 
champion in the history of the game 

Kasparov was born Garik 
Weinshtein on April 11,1961 in Baku 

A c hild prodigy, he was at the age 
ot 10 a candidate^ master ot sports, 
one ot the highest Soviet spcirting 
honours He became a chess 
grandmaster bv the age ot 17 

Koiraia, Girija Prasad 

♦ A tireband trade unionist, Girija 
Babu or GP as he is popularly called, 
IS the new Prime Minister of Nepal 

He was born in li'di in Saharsa 
district in Bihar in India where his 
lather was in exile He left his studies 
without completing higher education 
and plunged into politics at an early 
age 1 le was the founder member ot 
the Nepal Trade Union Congress and 
spearheaded the resistance against 
the Rana autocracy in Nepal He 
played a key role in 1050-51 revolu¬ 
tion that overthrew the Rana regime 

The royal coup of 1%0 saw the 
end of the democracy and MrKoirala 
was imprisoned He remained in jail 
tor 11 years 

Kyi, Aung San Suu 

♦ The 1991 Nobel Peuce Pri/e has 
been awarded to the Burmese op¬ 
position leader Ms Aung San Suu 
Kyi Ihree short years ago, a 
housewife in Oxford, Fnglancl, Ms 
Aung San Suu Kyi was thrust into the 
leadership Myanmar's opposition 
and to world prominence oy a com¬ 
bination of heredity and timing 

She has been under house arrest 
for last two years in Yangon 

She IS the daughter of Gen Aung 
San, the hero ot Myanmar's inde¬ 
pendence from Britain and the 
founder of the Burmese Army 

Mirmira, Krishnamurthy 

♦ He has been in the news for receiv¬ 
ing the 1991 Jamnalal Bajaj award for 
the application of science and tech¬ 
nology for development. For many 
years, 64-year-old, Mr Knshnamur- 
thy, has been working among the pot¬ 
ters in Bhadrawati in Chandrapur 
distnet of Maharashtra 



He is a ceramics expert and has 
worked extensively for raising the 
standard of the rural artisans by ar¬ 
ranging for loans, providing training 
and organising them to work in a 
cooperative. 

Nagaraja, Muni Shri 

* He has been awarded the 1990 
Moortidevi award. He is a renowned 
scholar of Hindi, Sanskrit, Pali and 
Prakrit. 

75-year-old Mr Nagaraja has 
won the award for his monumental 
work Again Aiir Tnptak: Ek Anushilan. 
The book covers a wide canvas of 
ancient Indian philosophy, culture 
and history, the first volume 
provides critical and analytical 
biographies of Buddha and Mahavira 
along with their contemporary per¬ 
sonages. The second part is a com¬ 
parative linguistic and literary study 
of all the different Prakrits z>is-a-ius 
Vedic and classical Sanskrit, Latin 
and Hebrew. 

Neher, Erwin 

* Mr Erwin Neher of Germany is a 
cell physiologist. He shared the 1991 
Nobel Prize tor medicine. Th<?award 
was given to him for discoveries con¬ 
cerning the function of single ion 
channels in cell 

He works at the Max-Planck In¬ 
stitute for Biophysical Chemistry in 
Goettingen, Germany. 

Nujoma, Sam Daniel 

* The Namibian President, Mr Sam 
Nujoma, belongs to the proud breed 
of freedom fighters-turned-states- 
men in the erstwhile colonies of the 
Third World. He was in the news 
recently for being awarded the 1990 
Indira Peace Prize. 

» 

A former railway and municipal 
clerk, with just a secondary school 
certificate, he has come a long way, 
first carrying the South West African 
People's OrganisationTSWAPO) and 
later the leadership of the inde¬ 
pendent Namibia on W shoulders. 

Pandit, Mrs VIJay Lakshml 

* Mrs Vijay Lakshmi Pandit, a stor¬ 
my petrel of the Indian freedom 
stru^le who played a pivotal role in 
the political scenario of India, for 
over six decades, died on December 
1,1990 at the age of 90. 

She was born in 1900 to the 


veteran Congress leader Motilal 
Nehru. She had a chequered career— 
a fr^om fighter, an ace diplomat, a 
politician par excellence, a successful 
governor and an ardent sociql 
worker. 

Patel, Sardar Vallabhbhai 

♦ A great and vigorous Congress 
leader and former Deputy Prime 
Minister of India he has been 
honoured by Bharat Ratna, the 
highest civilian award of India, pobt- 
humously 

Well known as the iron man of 
India, he is the only individual in In¬ 
dian history who by persuasion 
rather than use of force brought 
about the merger of 600 princely 
States in the territory administered 
by the Centre 

Pathak, Justice R.S. 

♦ Mr Justice R S Pathak, Chief Jus¬ 
tice of India, is the third Indian to be 
elected to the International Court of 
Justice which is the pnncipal judicial 
organ of the UN 

He was born on November 26, 
1924 He started his career in 1948 as 
an advocate in the Allahabad High 
Court. He became a judge of the 
Supreme Court on February 20,1978. 

Patil, Shivraj 

♦ Shivraj Patil has been elected as 
the Speaker of the 10th Lok Sabha. In 
him the Lok Sabha has a presiding 
officer who speaks the least, and 
when he does, always to the point. 
Soft-spoken, Mr Patil has earned the 
respect of fellow members for his 
complete impartiality as Deputy 
Speaicer of the 9th Lok Sabha. 

He was born on October 12,1935 
at Chakur in Latur district of 
Maharashtra. He belongs to a family 
of agriculturists. Educated at Os- 
mania and Bombay Universities, he 
obtained degrees in B.Sc as well as 
LL.B and LL M and is a qualified 
lawyer. 

He was first elected to the Lok 
Sabha in 1980 from Latur in 
Maharashtra and was returned to the 
House in the subsequent three elec¬ 
tions. 

Ramdas, Admiral Laxmlnarain 

♦ He is the new Chief of Naval Staff. 
A specialist in communications, he 
has held a wide range of operational 
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and staff appointments that eminent¬ 
ly qualify him for the new position. 

He was awarded the Vir Chakra 
for distinguished action by the 
frigate, Beas, under his command in 
the Bay of Bengal during the 1971 
Indo-Pak conflict. He was one of the 
first batch of officers to pass out of the 
National Defence College. 

Rao, A. Nageswara 

♦ Akkineni Nageswara Rao, the 
doyen of Telugu Cinema, is the win¬ 
ner of the 19W Dada Saheb Phalke 
Award. He is the only one to win the 
award while still playing a hero. Raj 
Kapoor and Ashok Kumar, both 
recent winners, had not played hero 
since 1970. 

The thespian made his debut 
with a bit role in Dharampatni. Before 
entering films he had played the 
female lead on stage. Four decades 
have passed since he became a hero 
but he still represents the wispy fig¬ 
ure young girls pine for in their 
dreams. 

Rao, RV. Narasimha 

♦ A veteran statesman, Mr Pamul- 
aparti Venkata Narasimha Rao be¬ 
comes the ninth Prime Minister of 
India and the first from South India. 

Popularly known as 'PV', the 71- 
year-old Mr Rao is the seniormost 
member of the Congress Working 
Committee who brings to his new 
position a wealth of experience as a 
scholar, lawyer, journalist, linguist 
and a successful administrator. 

Rodrigues, Gen S.F. 

♦ Gen S.F. Rodrigues, former GOC- 
in-C, Western Command, is the new 
Chief of the Army Staff. He suc¬ 
ceeded Gen V.N. Sharma. 

Gen Rixlrigues was born on Sep¬ 
tember 19, 1933. He was commis¬ 
sioned into the Regiment of Artillery 
in December, 1952. 

He was awarded the Vishisht 
Seva medal for distinguished service 
in 1972 and won the PVSM in 1988. 

Sakmann, Bert 

♦ He is the winner of the 1991 Nobel 
Prize for medicine for his discoveries 
concerning the function of single ion 
channels in cell. He shared the prize 
with Mr Erwin Neher. 

Mr Sakmann, 49, works at the 
Max Planck Institute for Medicine 
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Restarch in Heidelberg, Germany. 

Seshan, T.N. 

♦ He has been appointed as the 
Chief Election Commissioner of 
India. Bom in 1932, he belongs to the 
1955 batch of IAS officers and was 
attached to the Tamil Nadu Cadre. 
During his career he has held impor- 
tant positions, including that of 
Cabinet Secretary, Defence Secretary 
and Environment Secretary. 

Sharif, Mohammad Nawaz 

♦ Mr Nawaz Sharif has been elected 
as the llth Prime Minister of Pakis¬ 
tan. He is the leader of the Islamic 
Democratic Alliance. 

He is a powerful industrialist 
whose political life dates from the 
rule of tne late dictator Zia-ul-Haq. 

A lawyer by training, he entered 
politics in 1981 when he was ap¬ 
pointed finance minister in the Pun¬ 
jab provincial government, while 
Pakistan was under martial law. He 
has been described as dynamic and 
shrewd. 

Mr Sharif and his family own the 
Ittefaq conglomerate, one of the 
largest in Pakistan, with interests in 
metal, sugar and textiles. 

Sundrani, Dwarko 

♦ Mr Dwarko Sundrani, the manag¬ 
ing trustee of the Samanvaya Ashram 
at Bodhgaya in Bihar is the recipient 
of 1991 Jamnalal Bajaj award for out¬ 
standing contribution in the field of 
constructive work. 

Soon after the partition he went 
to SeiM^ram Ashram and later joined 
Acharya Vinoba Bhave's Bnoodan 
movement. 

Suri, Air Chief Marshal N.C. 

♦ One of the msot highly decorated 
officers of Indian Air Force, Air Chief 
Marshal N.C. Sun is the new Chief of 
Air Staff. 

A recipient of Param Vishisht 
Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal, 
Vayu Sena Medal and ADC, Air Chief 
Marshal Suri is a prodigy of the first 
course of the joint services wing and 
was commissioned into the Indian 
Air Force as a fighter pilot in March 
1952. He has held important opera¬ 
tional and staff appointments. 

He commanded premier fighter 
squadrons aiul operational wings 
before being appointed director of air 
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defence and later director of air intel¬ 
ligence at air headquarters. 

Walker, Charles C. 

♦ Mr Charles C. Walker of USA has 
been selected for the international 
award for promoting Gandhian 
values outside India. An exponent of 
Gandhian ideas and teachings in the 
USA and other parts of the world, Mr 
Walker has lea many non-violent 
struggles including one at Culebera 
project in Puerto Rico which resulted 
in the US Navy stopping the use of 
island for naval training. 

PLACES 

Kuwait 

* Kuwait was in the news when Iraq 
invaded and captured the tiny 
country, on August 2,1990, in a well- 
executed military action. 

Iraq had been demanding from 
Kuwait to write-off the (Gulf War) 
debts and to relinquish some of its oil 
rich territory. In fact the most impor¬ 
tant dispute was over the border 
which has been undemarcated since 
Kuwait won independence in 1961. 
The talk to solve the dispute failed on 
August 1 and Iraq invaded its tiny 
neighbour on August 2. Although 
Iraq had recognised Kuwait as an in¬ 
dependent country in 1963 it has al¬ 
ways regarded the present day 
Kuwait as the product of a British 
protectorate which dates from 1899. 

For ^jie past 200 years Kuwait has 
been ruled oy the al-Sabah dynasty. 
After the massacre of the Iraqi royal 
family in 1958, the new ruler of Bagh¬ 
dad, Abdul Karim Qasim, responded 
to emerging of an independent 
Kuwait in 1961 by threatening a new 
invasion of Kuwait. The support of 
Britain, Iran and the Arab League 
defused the crisis. 

In the 19th century Kuwait 
emerged as a staging post for goods 
moving between the Indian ^ean 
and Europe. This led to increased 
inter-action with Ottoman SultcUis. 
Grants of Ottoman titles, decorations, 
land and tax privil^es enhanced the 
wealth of al-Sabah. Gradually 
Kuwait came to be referred as a part 
of Ottoman Iraq. 

Kuwait is a small Arab State, 
with an area of 17,656 sq km, on the 
north western coast of the Persian 
Gulf between Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
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With per capita income of $ 13,890 it 
is one of the richest countries of the. 
world. It is the world's fourth largest 
producer of petroleum. 

PROJECTS 
Biosphere II 

* Eight scientists—four men and 
four women—financed mainly by 
Texas, USA, multibillionaire Ed Bass, 
plan to live in a biosphere in the 
wuthem Amerioan desert for two 
years from October 2, 1991 to show 
that astronauts can live in self-con¬ 
tained ecosystems on the moon or 
mars or in deep space. The project has 
been named Biosphere II. Earth is 
known as Biosphere I. 

The saentists locked themselves 
inside a huge glass building that is a 
world unto itself with its own 
"ocean", "rain forest", "farmland" 
and "atmosphere". They are totally 
independent of the outside world. 
They will breathe recycled air, grow 
recycled food, dnnk recycled water 
and eat crops fertilised with their 
own recycled waste. 

The experiment is expected to 
cost about 150 million dollars. 

Robert Macelroy of NASA's 
Ames Research Centre in Mountain 
View, California, said he is confident 
the biosphere's plants will generate 
enough oxygen to make it habitable 
for full two years. 

Food needed by the eight scien¬ 
tists will be grown on an eighth of an 
acre. Critics say that is too small but 
the scientists are confident that it is 
enough. Opinion is, however, 
divided on the feasibility of the 
project. 

Param—the Indian 
super-computer 

# India's first indigenous super¬ 
computer, the Param, Which took 
three years and Rs 300 million to 
design and build, is ready for launch 
and will be unveiled to the world in 
September, 1991. 

The formidable machine, with 
peak computing power exceeding 
1000 MFLOPS (M^a Floating Point 
Operation Per Second), has been 
dwicated to the nafion by the Centre 
for Development of Advanced Com* 
pudng (C-DAC) Puiw, its creator. 

With the launch of the Param, 


I 



India will rub shoulders with a select 
group of nations with the capability, 
not only to design and develop a su¬ 
percomputer but also successfully 
commercialise them. The Param not 
only compares with the best of its 
kind in the world but also displays a 
competitive price tag. 

The Param can be compared with 
the best parallel supercomputers in 
the world—namely NCUBE-2 and 
CM-2 of the USA and the European 
computers MEIKO and TELEMAT. 

Koel Karo hydroelectric project 
cleared 

* The government has cleared the 
Koel Karo hydroelectric project in 
Bihar which has been hanging fire for 
nearly a decade. 

The project in the central sector 
was approved by the Cabinet Com¬ 
mittee on Economic Affairs (CCEA). 
It will be implemented by the Nation¬ 
al Hydroelectric Power Corporation 
(NHPC) at a cost of Rs 1338.80 crore. 

The project, expected to be com¬ 
pleted in eight years, has a capacity of 
710 MW. It will have four units of 
172.5 MW capacity each totalling 690 
MW. It will also have an additional 
power house containing a single unit 
of 20 MW. 

The project envisages the con¬ 
struction of an earthen dam—44 
metres in height and 1965 metres 
long—across the river south Koel at 
Basia along with a 33.78 km long 
trans-basin channel and a 55 metre 
high and 2456 metre long earthen 
dam across the north Karo river at 
Lohajimi. 

There.will also be an under¬ 
ground power house at Lum- 
pungkhel to accommodate four units 
of 172.5 MW each. 

Dhauliganga hydroelectric 
project approved 

♦ The Economic Affairs Committee 
of the Union Cabinet has cleared the 
Rs 600-crore, 280 MW, Dhaulieanga 
hydroelectric project in Uttar 
Pradesh. The entire project will be 
executed with indigenous resources 
without any foreign tie-up. 

The project is located on 
Dhauliganga river, which is a 
tributary of Kali river, it envisages 
construction of a 56-metre high r^ 
fill dam, a 5.8 km long headrace tun¬ 


nel and an underground power 
house to install four generating units 
of 70 MW each. The project has-been 
conceived as a run of the river 
scheme and is expected to afford an 
annual energy generation of 1,134 
million units in a 90 per cent depend¬ 
able year. 

SPACE RESEARCH 
IRS-1 B launched succesahjily 

♦ India's second remote sensing 
satellite, IRS-1 B, shot into space on a 
Soviet rocket on August 29, 1991 
notching its eighth success in space in 
16 years. 

The indigenously designed state- 
of-the-art remote sensing satellite, 
was successfully launched from 
Baikonur cosmodrome in the Soviet 
Union on Soviet rocket "Vostok". 

It was the fifth launch of an In¬ 
dian Satellite from the Soviet Union. 
All of them have been successful like 
the first, A^abhatta, launched on 
March 19, 1975. The other satellites 
are Bhaskara-I, Bhaskara-II, and IRS- 
lA. 

Built by the ISRO Satellite Centre 
at Bangalore, it will replace IRS-1 A 
which was launched on March 17, 
1988 and is nearing the end of its life. 
IRS-1 A has provided invaluable data 
for better use of country's agricul¬ 
ture, land, mineral, marine and water 
resources. 

The new satellite will telemeter 
the data directly to ISRO ground sta¬ 
tion at Shadnagar near Hyderabad. 

The satellite will orbit over the 
poles at a height of 904 km taking 
neariy 103 minutes for each orbit. The 
polar orbit will enable the spacecraft 
to re-visit a specific region of the 
earth once every 22 days. 

IRS-1 B weighs about 980 kg and 
carries a 700 watt solar array. Its main 
payload consists of three cameras to 
provide visible and infrared im¬ 
ageries of the earth. 

IRS-IB will scan the sub-con¬ 
tinent using the liner imaging and 
self-scanning LISS cameras that pro¬ 
vide a ^optic view of the sub<on- 
tinent. The high-tech cameras were 
indigenously made at the Space Ap¬ 
plications Centre in Ahmedabad. 

Three year's experience with 
IRS-1 A has ted to some modifications 
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and improvements in IRS-1 B. The 
modifications have resulted in an in¬ 
crease of payload by 12 kg. 

Future satellites in the series— 
IRS-1 C and IRS-1 D—would be more 
advanced both in resolution and re¬ 
visit capability. Preliminary design of 
these satellites has been completed 
and their launches are scheduled for 
1993 and 1996. The successful launch 
of IRS-1 B has given a boost to the IRS 
programme—conceived and 

developed by ISRO in order to sup¬ 
port the National Natural Resources 
Management System. 

Launched on March 17,1988, the 
data obtained from the IRS-IA satel¬ 
lite during the last three years has 
helped in determining crop acreage 
and their yield. 

The .satellite also provided infor¬ 
mation on the drought and flood-af¬ 
fected areas and helped officials to 
assess crop damage. 

Another important area covered 
is the mapping of the ground water 
potential zone. In addition, a nation¬ 
wide project for land use and land 
cover, mapping of various cities, in¬ 
cluding the Bombay metropolitan 
region, has been carried out through 
the IR^l A imageries. 

Observatory in Space 

* On April 6,1991 the space shuttle 
Atlantis smoothly sailed into the 
space as its five astronauts prepared 
for the deployment of a 17-tonne 
space observatory and the first US 
spacewalk since 1985. 

On April 8, 1991 the crew 
deployed the massive space obser¬ 
vatory that could give clues to the 
origins of the universe. The 17-tonne 
Gamma ray observatory is the largest 
science satellite to be put in space by 
a US space shuttle 

The $617 million observatory 
will have solar panels stretched 6.5 
metres across when fully deployed. It 
will orbit 460 km above earth for at 
least two years looking for sources of 
ultra high-frequency radio waves 
called Gamma Rays. 

Gamma Rays, which are not 
detectable from the earth's surface 
and are not visible to the human eye, 
are thought to hold the secret about 
the origin of the universe and die for¬ 
mation of heavy metal elements. 
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Satellite to ‘see’ space launched 

* The National AeronautiLS and 
'ipace Administration (NASA) of the 
Unitetl States has launched a scien¬ 
tific research satellite that will permit 
scientists to study the in\ isible mag¬ 
netic and electrical fields above 
earth's atmosphere bv "painting" 
them with colourful chemicals. 

The combined release and radia¬ 
tion effects satellite was launched on 
July 23, IWO on board an unmanned 
Atlas rocket. 

A joint project of NASA and the 
US air force, the satellite is to test the 
effect of space radiation on ad\'anced 
elc'ctronic components in addition to 
releasing its cargo of colourtul chemi¬ 
cals. 

SUMMIT 

‘Earth summit’ to focus on 
biotech 

* Recognising the role of biotech¬ 
nology in checking environmental 
degradation, experts will discuss five 
areas at the 1992 "earth summit" to be 
held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil from 
)une 1 to 12,1992. The summit will be 
held under the UN auspices. 

The conference will be attended 
by heads of government from over 
IbO countries It will be first such 
global effort to link the issues of the 
enc’ironment and development. 

The conference will discuss 
natural resources, o/one depletion, 
climate changes, land resources, 
drinking water supply, cxeans, toxic 
chemicals and hazardous wastes. 

UN 

Seven new members 

* The General Assembly admitted 
Seven new- members on September 
18, 1991 whose entry into the UN 
would have been unthinkable at the 
height of the cold war. 

The new members—North and 
South Korea, the Baltic States of Es¬ 
tonia, Latvia and Lithuania, and the 
two pacific island-nations of 
Micronesia and the Marshall Is¬ 
lands—were admitted by the as¬ 
sembly by acclamation. 

All had been unanimously en¬ 
dorsed by the Security Council. The 
UN now has 16f* members, as com- 

? ared to 51 at its founding in 1945. 

he new members reflect the 
dramatic changes that have come 


with the end of the cold war. 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
recently regained their inde¬ 
pendence, 31 years after their an¬ 
nexation by Moscow. They were 
active members of the UN's 
predeex'ssor, the League of Nations, 
until 1939, when Adolf Hitler's Cier- 
many and Joseph Stalin's USSR 
secretly decided tneir fate for the next 
halt century. 

The UN waged a war from 1950 
to 1933 against the Communist North 
Korea. For many years afterwards. 
North Korea opposexJ separate UN 
membeship tor the two Korean States 
on grounds that it would perpetuate 
their separation. 

The federated States of 
Micronesia and the republic of the 
Marshall Islands are the two Pacific 
Island-nations previously ad¬ 
ministered by the US as part of a UN 
tnist territory. The admission of the 
seven new members marked the big¬ 
gest single influx since-1960, when 17 
countries were admitted to the world 
body. Six joined in 1962 and six in 
1975. 

MISCELLANY 

Tallest TV tower In Ramgarh 

* The country's tallest TV tower is 
being constructed near Ramgarh vil¬ 
lage in Jaisalmer district, on the Indo- 
J’akistan border. The extraordinary 
height of the tower—300 metres— 
would extend Doordarslinn coverage 
to remote areas. Programmes relayed 
through it, by a 10 kw transmitter, 
would be received in an area of 250 sq 
km, covering villages of Jaisalmer, 
Barmer and Jodhpur districts. 

With a 255 metre concrete struc¬ 
ture and a 45 metre .steel mast, the 
Ramgarh TV tower would be 65 
metre taller than the TV tower in 
Delhi. At 235 metre, the Delhi tower 
is the tallest in the country, at present. 

India’s forest cover loss 
‘alarming’ 

* India's environmental stability is 
at stake as the country's forest cover 
is diminishing at an alarming rate of 
47,500 hectares per annum, says a 
report of the Forest Survey of India 
(FSI) titled "State of Forest Report-^ 
1989". 

With only 11.51 per cent of the 
country's total geographical area 


having adequate forest cover as 
against the stipulated 33 per cent, the 
situation is almost reaching crisis 
proportions. 

The average growing stock of 
wood too is only about 65 cubic 
metres per hectare which compares 
poorly with the world standatds <rf 
110 cubic metres per hectare. 

The countiw has only 64.01 mil¬ 
lion hectares of actual forest cover as 
against the recordfti 75.1 million hec¬ 
tares and out of this only 37.85 mil¬ 
lion hectares have over 40 per cent 
crown density forest area. 

The 16.456 sq km increase in 
dense forest cover as a result of 
Government's conservation efforts, 
was offset by the decrease of open 
forests by over 19,714 sq km. 

First hospital on rails 

* The world's first hospital on rails. 
Lifeline Express, was flagged off by 
12-year-olo Sangeeta Pagdhare on 
July 16, 1991. 

The project will cover the entire 
country on the Indian Railway's vast 
network, penetrating remote areas 
where medical facilities are not avail¬ 
able. 

Launched by impact India and 
Indian Railways it will provide free 
medical aid to the disabled through 
its team of medical experts and social 
workers. 

Longest total solar eclipse on 
July 11,1991 

* July 11 witnessed one of the 
longest total solar eclipses in history. 

Two hours after dawn, the moon 
eclipsed the sun directly over the 
world's greatest collection of six tele¬ 
scopes on top of Mauna Kea in 
Hawaii. The centre of the 240 km- 
wide shadow cast by the eclipse 
passed within two km of the tele¬ 
scopes conducting experiments. I 
Thus the July 11 eclipse was observed 
without scientists having tostiroutof j 
their observatories. ' 

The shadow swept across the 
surface of the earth at a speed of 
about 9000 km per hour. The eclipse 
lasted for 206 minutes along a i»th 
stretching from the mid-Pacific 
through central America to Brazil. 
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Round-up of Objective-Type 
Questions on Generai Awareness 


_ HISTORY _ 

1 Which party was organised 
by Snbhash Chandra Bose after leav¬ 
ing Congress’ 

Forward Bloc 
ih) Swarai Party 

(c) INA 

2 Who was defeated in the 
second battle of Panipat by Akbar’ 

(a) Medini Rai 

(b) Amber Singh 
(i> Hemu 

(if) AdilShah 

3 Who was the first Indian 
Governor-General of India after In¬ 
dependence’ 

(rt) Mcsuntbatten 
(h) C Raiagopalachari 
(t) Pandit Nenru 

(d) Sardar Patel 

4 Kushans came from 
(aj Bactria 

ih) China 

(r) Central Provinces 
(d) Afghanistan 

5 Babar won the first battle of 
Panipat because of 

ig^ superior artillery 
(h) lack of valour on the part of 
Indian kings 

(r) treachery of Nobles of 
Lodhi 

(d) None of these 

6 Humayun was defeated in 
the battle of Chausa because 

(ft) he was weak and incom¬ 
petent 

he was no match to Sher 
. Shah 

(aT his brothers did not help 
him 

(d) None of the above 

7 Attention on the Revenue 
System was paid for the first time by 

(a) Iltumish 

(b) Alauddm Khilu 
(c^Balban 

(d) FiruzShah 

B.” A sc^nd administrative sys¬ 
tem was introduced for the first time 
in E>elhi Sultanate by 


(oY Iltumish 
lb) Balban 

(c) Alauddm Khilji 

(d) Miihammad-bin-Tughlaq 
9 Who was deputed by 

Aurang/eb to suppress Shivaii’ 
(fliyShaista Khan 

(b) Af'^al Khan 
(i) Jai Singh 
(d) Amber Singh 

10 Bv the Treaty of Sangola 
which among the follovcing hap¬ 
pened’ 

(aJ^The power ot Peshwa in¬ 
creased 

lb) Shamba)! was defeated 
(i) I he 1 nglish tound footage 
on Maharashtra 
(d) Tarabai became ruler of 
Kohlapur 

11 The Parsis first came into 
India at 

(a) Bharuch 

(b) Surat 
leV Dm 
(if) Caluut 

12 The primary cause for the 
decline ol Imius Valiev was 

(a) foreign in\ ision 
Jb) floocis 
%) climatic change 
id) drought 

n By which Act the bast India 
Company was given power to rule’ 
hi) Regulating Act 
(W Pitt s India Act 

(c) Charter Act of 1813 
id) Chaiter Actof 1833 

14 By Gandhi Irw in Pact, which 
among the following movement was 
withdraw n’ 

(a) Non-cooperation 
p) Civil disobedience 
'Tt) Quit-lndia movement 
id) None of these 

15 The number of Pu ranas is 
>?) 18 

V>) 16 

(c) 19 

(d) 21 

16 Buddha was bom in the year 
(a) 534 BC 


lb) 567BC 
/(c) 576BC 
Id) 581 BC 

17 Mahavira was the_Tir- 

thankara 

(J) 24th 
lb) 21st 

(c) 23rd 
id) 20th 

18 Who was/were the 
founder/founders of the Vijaynagar 
Empire’ 

(a) Knshnadeva Raya 
lb) Deva Raya 

(c) Rama Raya 
(J) Han Hara and Bukka 

19 The Chinese plgnm Fa-hian 
visited India dunng tne reign of 

la) 1 Cliandragupta 1 
W Chandragupta 11 
(c) Asoka 
id) None of these 

20 Who founded the Mughal 
empire ui India’ 

ial Babur 
ib) Humayun 
(i) Akbar 

id) Muhammad Ghon 

21 Chand Bibi, who ceded Berar 
to Akbar's forces was the ruler of 

ia) Khandesh 
(W Ahmednagar 

(c) Golkonda 
id) Bijapur 

22 Muhammad Ghori defeatc>d 
Prithv iraj Chauhan in the second bat¬ 
tle of 

ifi) Tarain 
w) Panipat 
{() Samugarh 

(d) None of these 

23 Dunng Mughal period who 
was the heacf of religious endow¬ 
ments and Chanties’ 

(<i) Khan-i-Saman 
(/)) MirBakhshi 
Jf) Sadr-i-Sadiir 
id) None of these 

24 Which metal was not known 
to the Indus people’ 

ia) bronze 

ib) silver 
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(f) gold 
iron 

25. The 'Gandhara Sc hool of Art' 
was also known as: 

W Indo-Greek Art 
(h) Mathura Schtx>l 
(C) Amravati School 
W) Greco-Bactrian 

26. Charaka and Nagarjuna 
were active during the reign of: 

(rt) Bimbisara 

(b) Chandragupta I 
.i(^ Kanishka 

id) Hadipses 

27. A i hole inscription gives in¬ 
formation regarding; 

(gi Puiakesin II 
ib) Puiakesin 1 

(c) Kanishka 
id) Ashoka 

28. Who was known as the 
'Liberator of the Press'? 

i/i) Metcalfe 
(h) Macaulay 

(c) Bentinck 

(d) Hastings 

29. The name of whom is as¬ 
sociated with the introduction of 
English education? 

{a) Metcalfe 
(W Macaulay 
(c) Dalhousie 
id) None of these 

30. The immediate cause of 1857 
Revolt was; 

Greased cartric^es 

(b) Annexation of Uudh 

(c) Religious intolerance of the 
English 

(d) None of these 

31. During whose viceroyalty. 
Queen Victoria was crowned with 
'Kaiser-i-Hind' in the Delhi Durbar? 

(<i) Lord Minto 
{/jjf’ Lytton 

(c) Elgin 

(d) Hastings 

32. The capital of Kalachuri was 
at; / 

(fi; Tripuri 

(b) Manayaked 

(c) Peshawar 
(if) Mandu 

.33. In which State is the temple 
of Somnath situated? 

(a) Madhya Pradesh 

(b) Rajasthan 
(j^ Gujarat 
uf) Karnataka 

34. Who among the following 
Indian kings was defeated for the 
first time by Mahmud of Ghazni? 

(a^ Jaipal 


(b) Anandpala 

(c) Trilochanpala 
(if) Chakrayudha 

35. Who among the following 
visitors of Shahjahan's court was 
physician? 

(a) Travernier 

(b) Munucci 

(c) Bernier 

iff) Thomas Roe 

/jfe. The Hunter Commission 
under Lord Rippon made recommen¬ 
dation for improvement in: 
to) University education 
■^b) Primary ^hool education 

(c) Indigenous system of 
education 

(d) Hindu-Muslim relations 

37. The script of Indus Valley 
Civilization is; 

(a) in Prakrit lan^age 

(b) in Dravidian language 

(c) in Sanskrit language 
Jd) not yet deciphered 

38. Who gave the call: 'Dilli 
Chalo'? 

(a) Jawahar Lai Nehru 

(b) Lala Laipat Rai 

Jic) Subhasn Chandra Bose 
^d) Mahatma Gandhi 

39. India carried out its first 
nuclear underground test at: 

yto) Pokharan 
Mh) Thumba 

(c) Narora 
(if) Kota 

40. Tarik-i-Firuzshahi was writ¬ 
ten by: 

(id) FiruzShah 
Jtb) 21iyauddin Bemi 
'(c) Siraj 
id) Afiz 

41. Who was the last Mughal 
King? 

to) Bahadur Shah II 
to) ShahAlam 

(c) Akbar-U 

(if) Muhammad Shah 

42. Who established the Dual 
Government in Bengal? 

/ft) Clive 
(h) Hastings 
(q) Cornwallis 
W Elgin 

, 43. What was one of the most 
important causes of Mughal 
Empire's downfall? 

(a) Aurangzeb's fanatic policy 

(b) political 

(ef miserable economic condi¬ 
tions 

(d) institutional 

44. Who among the following 
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Governors-General was impeached 
by the British Parliament? 

(a) Wellesley 
ib) Cornwallis 
(ei Hastings 
id) Minto 

45. From which source we ac¬ 
quire the knowledge of the battle 
fought between the Aryans and the 
non-Aryans? 

torVedas 
to) Puranas 

(c) Upanishads 

(d) Smiritis 

46. The reign of Satavahanas 
lasted approximately for 

(a) 200 years 

(b) 300 years 

a 400 years 
460 years 

47. The word 'Veda' means: 

(df knowledge 
(b) sacred 

(c) revealed 

(d) None of these 

48. The Indus valley civilization 
was primarily: 

(a) rustic 
Jibj urban 
(c) nomadic 

(d) None of these 

49. The most important change 
caused by the revolt of 1857: 

(a) change in military system 

(b) change of attitude of the 
English towards Princes 
^ The rule of East India Com- 
rany came to an end 
id) The Mughal Empire disin¬ 
tegrated 

50. India was partitioned by the: 
to) Cabinet mission 
ib) Cripps Mission 

(c)- Mountbatten Plan of 3rd 
' June, 1947 
id) None of these 

51. Gandhiji withdrew Non¬ 
cooperation movement after. 

^Chauri-Chaiua incident 
to) Gandhi-Irwin Paqt 
(c) Cripps Mission 
(if) None of these 

52. Non-cooperation movement 
(Resolution) was passed in which 
session of Indian National Congress? 
to) Bombay 
-to) Calcutta 
(c) Nagpur 
id) Haripur 

53. Match List 1 with List 2 and 
select your .answer from the code 
given below the lists: 
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Listl 

^Govt of India Act 1919 

b. Govt of India Act 1935 

c. Minto Morley Reforms 

d. Cabinet Mission Plan 

List 2 

1. Provincial Autonomy 

2. Separate Electorate 

3. Dyarchy 

4. Constituent Assembly 
Codes: 

A. a b c d 

12 3 4 

B. a bed 

2 4 3 1 

C. a bed 

4 13 2 

D. a bed 

' 3 12 4 

54. Muslims were given 
separate electorate by the Act of: 

(a) 1866 

(b) ,1892 
kri909 
(d) 1919 

55. Which Act provided for All- 
India Federation at the Centre? 

(a) Act of 1909 
(W Act of 1919 
(^Actofl935 
(d) None of these 

56. Treaty of Purandhar (estab¬ 
lishing a general peace between the 
Engli^ and Maratnas) was signed in: 

(a) 1730 

(b) 1754 

(c) 1760 
id) 1776 


57. About whom it was said, 
"He was a fortunate soldier but not 
an able i^pire builder": 

idf Babur 

(b) Humayun 

(c) Jahangir 

(d) ^hjahan 

58. Ancient port city of Indus 
Valley peoirfe was: 

(aytothal 

(b) Sindhu 

(c) Mohenjodaro 

(d) Harappa 

59. The people of RIGVEDA 
period believra in: 

Idol worship 

(b) worship of vkxldesses 

(c) one God 

rituals and sacrifices 

60. Gandhiji started the famous 
Dandi M4i^ on March 12,1930 to; 

M^reak the salt laws 

(h) offer satyagraha to adiieve 


the goal of independence 

(c) protert against Bie Jallian- 
wala Ba^ massacre 

(d) give a call for civil dis¬ 
obedience movement 

61. Who started "Bhoodan" 
movement? 

(a) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
(fc) Jawahar Lai Nehru 
(ef Acharya Vinoba Bhave 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi 

62. After the decline of the Gup¬ 
tas a large part of North India was 
reunited t)y the; 

(a) Rajputs 

(b) Chalukyas 

(c) Saka Satraps 
((#)'flarshavardhan 

63. Buddha's preachings were 
mainly related to: 

(a) Belief m one God 

(b) Practice of Rituals 
(pKPurity of Thought and Con¬ 
duct 

(d) Idol Worship 

64. Which dynasty was well 
known for excellent village Ad- 
ministrahon? 

(a) Pandyas 
•W Cholas 

(c) Pallavas 
(<0 Chalukyas 

65. Which of the following In¬ 
dian kings excelled in Art and Music? 

(a) Chandra Gupta Maurya 
ib) Chandra Gupta II 

(0 Samudra Gupta 

(d) Harshavardhan 

66. Sher Shah died while fight¬ 
ing in; 

(«) Kannauj 
ib) Chausa 
(eVAsi^arh 
jkn Kalinjar 

67. In the fourth Mysore war, the 
English defeated: 

Tipu Sultan 

(b) HyderAli 

(c) Bikram Singh 

(d) None of these 

68. About first Afghan war 
(1839-42) which among the following 
IS right: 

(fl) The English defeated the 
Afghans 

(W The English gamed ascen- 
, dangr on Afghanistan 
The English suffered great 
losses 

(d) None of these 

69. Harsha Vardhana lived in: 

(ft) 406-447 A.D. 

(b) 506-547 A.D. 
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(•K606.647A.D. 

(d) 706-747 A.D. 

70. First battle of Panipat was 
fought in the year: 

(ft) 1426 
m 1526 

(c) 1«6 

(d) xm 


71 




by: 

(a) Shahjahan 
ib) Aurangzeb 

Ak^r 

(d) Jahangir 

72. Who among the following is 
associated with Permanent Settle¬ 
ment of Bengal? 

(ft) Lord Dalhousie 

(b) LordCurzon 
(fi Lord Cornwallis 
(d) William Bentinck 


73. Brahmo Samaj was founded 
by: 

(4) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
(h) Shankaracharya 

(c) Vinoba Bhave 
id) Vivekananda 

74. The first sermon of Buddha 
was delivered at: 

(a) Lumbini 
ib) Gaya 

(c) Kapilvastu 

(d) Samath 

75. The Indian National Calen¬ 
dar is based on; 

(a) Vikramera 

(b) Hijriera 
(^SaKaera 

(d) Christian era 


76. Simon Commission failed 
because: 

Od^It had no Indian members 
(all Englishmen) 

(b) Muslim League boycotted 
it 

(c) Congress also boycotted it 

(d) None of these . 

77. Who among the following 
was not associated with Home Rule 
Movement? 

M) Mrs Annie Besant 
(h) B.G.Tilak 

(c) B.CPal 
(J)' Mohd Ali Jirmah 

78. The entire military organisa¬ 
tion was put under Mansabdari sys¬ 
tem by: 

(« Akbar 

(р) Humatrun 

(с) Shahjehan 

(d) Aurangzeb 

79. Which session of the Indian 
National Congress adopted the 


JANUARY-92 CO(M>ETtTION MASTER 4«S 



resolution on'Turna 
Swdrajya"’ 

(fff I dhore Session 
(10 Lucknow Ses'>ion 
(t) Surat Session 
(if) Bombav Session 

80 Famous Dilwata Jam 
lemples" are located in which of the 
following Stales’ 

((/) Bihar 

(^) Madhya Pradesh 
(ef' Rajasthan 
(i/) Gujarat 

81 Which ruler of Gupta dynas¬ 
ty was considered a great musician’ 

((?) Lhandragupta I 
(/') Chandragupta II 
((>^amudragupta 
(if) Sakandagupta 

82 Which battle completely 
changed Asoka’ 

(ii>^alinga 
(W l-lvdaspt*s 
(() Jhelum 
(if) None of these 
81 The coronation of Shivaji 
was held in 

(a) 1672 
Of 1674 
(t) 1707 
(if) 1710 

84 Who was the successor of 
Shivaji’ 

(a) Shivaji II 

(b) Sahull 
(() Kamraja 
(dT" Shambhdji 

85 The Chola's reign was best 
know n for 

(<rr Local Self-Government 
(W Agrarian reform 
(i) Finanicial reform 
(d) Architectural innovation 

86 Which one of the following 
countries was the centre of activities 
ot the 1 N A ’ 

(tff^Singapore 
ib) Burma 
(t) ribc4 
(d) Ceylon 

87 The great Satavahana King 

was 

(rt) Haia 

(iif^autamiputra Satakarni 
(r) Kulothunjza 
id) Virarajendra 

88 Who built the famous 
temples at Khajuraho’ 

(a) Ganga Kings 
(h) Pallas as 

(c) Rashtrakutas 
(irff Chandellas 

89 Qutub-ud-din Aibak ruled 



>) 1206-10 

(b) 120)-1208 
(<) 1206-1261 

(d) 1206-1223 

90 "Zabti system" of revenue 
was prevalent during whose reign’ 

^bur 

w) Humayun 
if) Akbar 
'td) Jahangir 

91 On whose instance the 
Hindu scriptures (Upanishad) was 
translated into Persian’ 

(ii) Khusrau 
ib) Shahjahan 
Jl) Murad 

DaraShikoh 

92 The 'miniature painting' 
reached its climax during the reign 
of 

(a) Akbar 
Jb) Jahangir 
(t) Shahj^an 
(d) Aurangzeb 

93 In the revolt of 1857, the 
Sikhs 

(a) remained neutral 
supported the Bntish 
At) supported the forces of 
Banadur Shah Zafar 
(d) fought valuintly against the 
Bntish 

94 During whose Viceroyalty, 
the Ilbert Bill controversy happeneci’ 

Ja) Rippon 
/(h) Minto 

(c) Curzon 
id) Reading 

95 Who abolished Jaziya’ 

(a) Humayun 

jj») Akbar 
^t) Jahangir 

(d) None of these 

96 The practice of 'SatT was 
abolished by 

(fi) Lord William Bentmck 
y^b) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
(c) Lord Cornwallis 
id) Lord Dalhousie 

97 After disintegration of Bah- 

mani Kingdom, it was divided 
into_small kingdoms 

(a) 3 

(b) 4 
>) 5 
7d) 7 

98 The first month of the Indian' 
National Calendar is 

(a) Ashadha 
Jb) Chaitra 

(c) Vaishakha 

(d) Magha 



99 Dunng whose reign Mewar 
came to conclude peace treaty with 
Mughals’ 

(a) Akbar 
^) Jahangir 
/(i) Shahjahan 
(d) None of these 

100 "Communal award" was 
presented by 

(a) Minto 

(b) Attlee 

Jl) MacDonald 
^d) Stafford Cnpps 

GEOGRAPHY 

101 The star-like objects at the 
c*dge of the universe are 

(jl) Quasars 
Ab) Galaxy 

(c) Black hole 
id) Comet 

102 Irrigation fa< ilities should 
be improvecT urgently in India be¬ 
cause 

(n) Irrigation yields better out¬ 
put 

Jb) Monscxin is irregular 
(() Rivers are diy aunng most 
of the penoa in the year 

(d) Land under cultivation is 
small 

101 The Sun derives its energy 
from 

Jfi) Nuclear fusion reactions 
''Th) Nuclear fission radiation 
(() Oxidation of Helium 

(d) Fission ot Noble metals 

104 Chulgin hills of "Barwani" 
are located in the State of 

(a) Bihar 

(b) UP 

(e) -^4P 
(d) Assam 

105 The Himalayan mountain 
system belongs to which of the fol¬ 
lowing’ 

w Block Mountains 
^) Fold Mountains 
-/(c) Residual Mountams 
id) Volcanic Mountains 

106 Himalayan rivers have con¬ 
tinuous flow throughout the year be¬ 
cause' 

(a) these onginate from con¬ 
tinuous frlls 

(b) there are continuous ram 
throujghout the year on 
Himalayas 

U) these are both snow-fed 
' and ram-fed 
(d) None of these 
107. The oldest mountains in 
India according to Geographical his- 
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tory are: 

(a) Nilgiris 

(b) Satpura range 

(c) Vindhyas 
Aravali range 

108. Granite belongs to which of 
the following types of rocks? 

(a) Sedimentary 

(b) Igneous 
Metamorphic 

(d) None of these 

109. Which of the following 
States is the largest producer of rul> 
ber in India? 

(fl) Assam 

(b) Maharashtra 

(c) Karnataka 
Kerala 

110. The biggest producer of 
uranium in the world is: 

(a) U.S.A. 

(b) India 

(c) France 

(d) ' Zaire 

111. Relativehumidityofaplace 
is measured by 

(a) amount of rainfall at that 
place 

(b) quantity of air under the 
sea per unit area 

ief the state of atmosphere 
with respect to the water 
vapour it contains 

(d) quantity of air at the centre 
of the earth per unit area 

112. Match List 1 with List 2 and 
select your answer from the code 
given below the lists: 

List 1 

a. Kumaon Himalayas 

b. Nepal Himalayas 

c. Punjab Himalayas 

d. Assam Himalayas 

List 2 

1. Between the Indus and the 

Sutlej 

2. Between the Kali and the 

Teesta 

.1. Between the Teesta and the 
Brahmaputra 

4. Between the Sutlej and the 
Kali 
Codes: 

A. a b c d 


113. Place the different layers of 
Atmosphere in the correct sequence 
(fl) Troposphere, Ionosphere, 
Stratosphere, Mesosphere 

(b) Stratosphere, Mesosphere, 
lonospWre, Tropospnere 

(c) Troposphere, Stratosphere, 
Mesosphere, lonospnere 

id) lonospnere. Stratosphere, 
Mesosphere, Troposphere 
114 Of which of the following 
States, retreating monsoon has more 
effect? 

(a) West Bengal 


Jk) Tamil Nadu 
'^(c) Orissa 
(d) Punjab 

115. Uranium is most abundant¬ 
ly found in which of the following 
Indian States’ 

(rt) Kerala 

(b) Rajasthan 
U) Tamil Nadu 
^ Bihar 

116. As per the latest estimates, 
which country is the biggest 
producer of sugar’ 

{a) Brazil 
(b) France 
(r) Bangladesh 
India 

117 When a person moves from 
a Pole towards the Equator, the 
population of plants and animals, 
fc) increases 

(b) decreases 

(c) remains unchanged 

(d) does not show any consi.s- 
tent behaviour 

118. Which ot the following is 
not a cash crop’ 

(rt) cotton 
tea 

rubber 

potato 

u9. Match List 1 with List 2 and 
select your answer from the code 
given below the Isits. 

List 1 List 2 


a. Black Soil 

b. Red Soil 

c. Laterite 

d. Alluvial 
Codes: 

A a 


List 2 

1. Uttar Pradesh 

2. Orissa 

3 Maharashtra 
4. West Bengal 
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120. Tendu leaves are mainly 
produced in: 

fc) Madhya Pradesh 
mW Orissa 

(c) Maharashtra 

(d) Karnataka 

121. Boundaries of which of the 
following States do not touch the 
boundaries of Gujarat State? 

(n) Rajasthan 
ib) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra 
Uttar Pradesh 

122. "Hinterland" means: 

Land area served by a port 

W Delta area 
(c) Mountainous area 
id) Coastal area 

123. Of the following, which is 
Kharif crop’ 

in) Maize 
q/i) Linseed 

(c) Mustard 

(d) Wheat 

124. Mica is abundantly found in 
the district of 

(a) Cuddappa ^ 

(b) Neliore 
{c) Warangal 

(d) Krishna 

125. Which of the following 
crops is grown and ainsumed on the 
largest scale in India? 

(a) Wheat 
p) Rice 
^c) Maize 
(d) Gram 

126. Soil suitable tor growing 
cotton is: 

ki) Black soil 
A.b) Sandy soil 

(c) Red soil 

W) Laterite soil 

127. Sundarbans is a good ex¬ 
ample of: 

(a) Scrub forests 
(h) Evergreen forests 
(c) Monsoon forests 
Jd) Mangrove forests 
128 Largest State in India in 
terms of area is: 

/in) Madhya Pradesh 

ib) Uttar Pradesh 
(c) Andhra Pradesh 
id) Bihar 

129. Which of the following is 
known as the morning star? 

itt) Saturn 
p) Venus 

ic) Jupiter 

id) Mars 

130. Match List 1 with List 2 and 
select your answer from the code 
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givoa below the lists: 


List 1 
(Miticnih) 


b. Petroleum 

c. Mangcinese 

d. Mica 


Codes 

A 


List 2 

(.Chief H’l^iom of 
nitticml', extrac¬ 
tion) 

]. Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh 

2 Bihar, Andhra 
Pradesh 

3 Bihar, Bengal 

4. Maharashtra, 
Karnataka 

5. Assam, 
Cu)arat 


ni Match List 1 with List 2 and 
select your answer from the code 
given below the lists; 

List 1 List 2 

a Bongaigaon 1 Aluminium 
plant 

b Korba 2. Atomic power 
station 

c 1 lyderabad 3 Oil refinery 
d. Narora 4. Heavy water 
5. Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Ltd 

Codes: 

A a bed 


132 The nearest planet to the sun 
is. 

(a) Saturn 

(b) Mars 

(c) Venus 
f/i) Mercury 

133 Baikal Lake is in: 

(rt) Thar Desert 

(b) Sahara Desert 

(a) Siberian Desert 
-w) California Desert 

134, The International Date Line 
pas.ses through: 

(a) PaiK Strait 

ib) Capeof Good Hope 

(c) GibraJter 
(d^ Bering Strait 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

135. Who is the Supreme Com¬ 
mander of the Armed Forces in 
India^ , 

w President 
(h) Prime Minister 

(c) Field Marshal 

((/) Chief of the Army Staff 

136. A law passed by a State on a 
concurrent subiect gets precedence 
over the Central law, if: 

(a) it was passed earlier than 
, the Central law 
(1/) it was passed by the State 
Legislature and approval 
by the President 
((’) the Supreme Court so 
daides 

(d) the majority of the State 
Legislature so decides 

137. Directive Prinaples of State 
Policy are contained in: 

(a) Part 1 of the Constitution 

(b) Part 11 of the Constitution 

(c) Part III of the Constitution 
(0 Part IV of the Constitution 

138. Which of the following is 
not included in the Fundamental 
Rights of the Constitution of India? 

Right to property 

(b) Right to freedom of religion 

(c) Right to equality 

(d) Right to freedom of speech 
and expression 

139. Which can be levied by the 
State Government? 

(a) Wealth tax 
Professional tax 
cfc) Income Tax 

(d) Excise duty 

140. "Grants in aid" is provided 
to the States by the Centre for; 

(a) improving the develop¬ 
ment of rural areas 

(b) improving the Centre-State 
relations 

M implementing various 
/ development programmes 
and rehabilitation 

(d) reducing the regional im¬ 
balances 

141. When a bill is passed by 
Parliament, the President has the 
power to: 

^ return it for reconsideration 
Ah) refuse to sign it 

(c) amend the Bill 

(d) consult the Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha 

142. The Union Territories are 
administered by: 

(ai) President of India 
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(b) Governor of a neighbouring 
State 

(c) Prime Minister 

(d) Administrator 

143. The concept of Welfare State 
is included in the Constitution of 
India in the: 

(fl) fteamble 

(b) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Fourth Schedule 

/ ) The Directive Principles of 
State Policy 

144. What is Idnd-cciling? 

(a) to fix a land area for irriga¬ 
tion purposes 

(b) to fix rural land holdings at 
the existing level 

(c) to fix urban land held by a 
family 

/ ) to fix the quantum of land 
held by a family 

145. The President may be 
removed from office by impeachment, 
only when. 

(a) he so desires 

(b) The resolution for impeach¬ 
ment must be passed by 
1/3 majority of the total 
membership of the House. 

/ ) The resolution for impeach¬ 
ment must be passed by 
2/3 majority of the total 
membership of the Parlia¬ 
ment. 

(d) Chief J ustice of the Supreme 
Court dismisses him. 

146. The President of India is 
elected by: 

(a) Members of Lok Sabha and 
State Assemblies 
(b) Elected Members of Parlia¬ 
ment 

j(j:Ktlected Members of Parlia¬ 
ment and State Assemblies 

(d) The Prime Minister 

147. Which of the following is the 
largest contributor to the total tax 
revenue of the Government (Centre, 
State and Union Territory 'Ad¬ 
ministrations)? 

(a) Income Tax 
(b) Corporation Tax 

(c) Customs Duties 
Jfi) Union Excise Duties 

148. Direct Taxes are taxes: 

(a) whose burden is very high 
(b) whose impact and in¬ 
cidence is on the same per¬ 
son 

St) wHbse impact and incidence 
'' is on different persons 

(d) which are paid for the ser¬ 
vices rendered by the 
Government departments 



directly to the consumer 
149. Which of the following has 
ceased to be a Fundamental Rijpit in 
the Indian Constitution? 

(a) Right to Freedom of Speech 

(b) Right to form Educational 
Institutions 

Right to Property 
Ad) Right to Constitutional 
Remedies 

130. Which one of the following 
rights was described by Dr B.R. Am- 
bedkar as The Heart and Soul of the 
Constitution'? 

(a) Right to Freedom of 
Rdigion 

(W Right to Property 
k) Right to Equality 
Ad) Right to Constitutional 
Remedies 

1.31. Which of the following con¬ 
stitutional amendment deals with the 
Anti-Defection Law? 

(a) 51st Amendment 
JJf) 52nd Amendment 
a) .33rd Amendment 
(d) 54th Amendment 

152. Which Article empowers 
the Indian Parliament to amend the 
Constitution? 

(a) 343 
U/) 368 
(f) 378 
((/) 358 

153. A team of men selected by 
the party in opposition to take over 
the different portfolios in case the 
party is able to wrest power is known 
as: 

(a) inner Cabinet 
Uf) Shadow Cabict 
ic) Caucus 
(d) Prorogation 

154. What is the minimum j 

voting age in India? i 

(a) 18 years I 

Ab) 19 years 

(c) 20 years 

(d) 21 years 

155. The Council of Ministers in 
a parliamentary type of government 
is responsible to the: 

(a) Prime Minister 
^) Parliament 
AC) Head of State 
(d) Lower House of the Parlia¬ 
ment 

156. A person who is not a mem¬ 
ber of either House of Parliament in 
India, can remain as a Minister for a 
maximum period of: 

JA' six months 
Ab) three months 


(c) two months 

(d) five months 

157. The Lok Sabha in India can 
be dissolved by the: 

(a) Prime Minister 
President on the advice of 

/ the Prime Minister 
(c) Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court 

id) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
on advice ot the Prime 
Minister 

158. The meetings of the Cabinet 
under parliamentary form of govern¬ 
ment are presided over by the: 

(n) Chairman of "the Upper 
House* 

(b) Speaker 

(c) President 

(4) Prime Minister 

159. The real executive power'i 
in a parliamentary form of Govern 
ment rest with the: 

(a) Head of State 
jfi) Union Cabinet 

(c) Supreme C'ourt 

(d) Parliament 

160. Universal adult franchise 
means: 

in) All people living in a 
country nave the right to 
vote 

ib) All the male population of a 
country have the right to 
vote 

(c) All the male adults ot a 
country have the right to 
vote 

All the adults of a country 
^ have the right to vote ir¬ 
respective of caste, creed, 
religion, sex or place of 
birtn (except aliens and 
lunatics) 

161. Guru Granth Sahib was 
compiled by: 

(a) Guru Tegh Bahadur 

(b) Guru Nanak 

ic) Guru Gobind Singh 
i^) Guru Arjan Dev 

162. The largest spoken lan¬ 
guage in the world is: 

(a) English 

(b) Hindi 

(c) Spanish 

^ Mandarin (Chinese) 

163. Saikan, the longest railway 
tunnel, is located in: 

(d) Namibia 

(b) Switzerland 

(c) Egypt 
Jifi) Japan 

164. Homoeopathy was intro¬ 
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duced by: 

(a) Banting 

(b) Fleming 

^ Hahnemann 
Ad) Pasteur 

165. India comprises: 

(a) 22 States and 5 Union Ter¬ 
ritories 

(b) 22 States and 9 Union Ter¬ 
ritories 

25 States and 7 Union Ter- 
I / ri tones 

I (d) None of these 

I 166. India's medium range sur- 
I face-to-air missile is: 

' (a) Prithvi 

(p) Akash 

I (c) Vibhuti 

id) Agni 

167. Which is called the Fourth 
I Estate? 

(rt) Judiciary 
(lb) Press 

' ) Legislature 

I (d) None of these 

' 168. The headquarters of 

I SA ARC IS located at: 

' jfi) Kathmandu 

(h) New Delhi 

(i) Islamabad 

' (d) Dhaka 

1 169. Myanmar is the new name 

I of- 

I (a) Bhutan 

' 4}) Bunna 

I Ac) Thailand 

j (d) Malaysia 

I 170. The Rath Yatra at Puri is 

I celebrated in honour of which Hindu 
' deity? 

j (a) Shiva 

I (Jf) Jagannath 

i (c) Vishnu 

(d) Ram 

I 171. 'Mona Lisa' was painted by: 

I (a) Vincent Van Gogh 

, /b) Leonardo-da-Vinci 

I (c) Pablo Picasso 

j (d) M.F. Hussam 

I 172. Which is the oldest daily 

j newspaper existing in India? 

I (a) Times oflndia 

I (b) Anand Bazaar Patrika 

! (c) Navbharat limes 

U) Mumbai Samachar 
1/3. Which is the most widely 
circulated daily newspaper in India? 
(a) Aanand Bazaar Patrika 
U)) Malayala Manorama 
A.c) Times of India 
(d) Navbharat Times 
174. P.sycho-ana lysis test was in¬ 
troduced by: 
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(fl) Darwin 
iih) hreud 
At) Werner 
Ui) Binct 

17'i Who invented I ogarithms ^ 
((/) Newton 
(^) Dalton 

(i) Cavendish 
W) Napier 

wb The population of India ac¬ 
cording to the W91 C ensus is 
(a) 8()2crorts 
(/>) 82 2 crorc's 
4 crorcs 
(d) 88 11 rores 

177 Public Sector means 

(ii) Fiade and industry pre 
Mously private owned 
and now owned by 
government 

(W Trade and industry partly 
owned by private bcxlies 
and partly by government 
M [rade ancl industry owncxl 
f by government 
(d) None of these 

178 Rural Development 
Programmes are lelated to 

in) giving )obs to the poorer 
graduates 

(h) assist unemployed youth 

/ ) poverty alleviation in 
States 

id) selt-employment 
179 Which country became 
I60th member of the UN’ 

(rt) Switzerland 
(li) Bulgaria 
W Namibia 
'(d) C/c'choslovakia 

180 A Good citizen is one 

who 

(n/) IS aware of his sixial obliga¬ 
tions 

(b) obeys one's parents 
U) IS educated 
(d) IS an M L A 

181 A Multinational Company 

IS 

(<i) an international body to 
hc^s developing countnes 

/ ) a Company operating in 
many countries 

(t) a person who has visitc>d 
many countries 

(d) a Company established 
with foreign assistance 
182 India's contribution in 


181 Which committee was re¬ 
lated with the polities and program¬ 
mes for Agncuiture’ 

(rt) Boothalingim Committee 

(b) WanthooCommittt'c 
Bhanu Pratap Singh Com- 

z mittee 

(d) Aggarwal Committee 

184 In a camera, retina in the 
eyes act as a 

(nL film 
(to lens 

(c) shutter 

(d) None of these 

185 Secularism means 

(a) A system ot political or so 
cial philosophy that does 
not favour any religious 
faith 

(h) treedom of religion or wor 
ship to all citizens 

(t) belief 111 one God 
(d) practicing different 
religions 

186 Main source of India s na 
tional income is 

OjT' Agriculture 

(b) Tourism 

(i) Industry 

(d) None of these 

187 Which of the following is 
not common between Socialism and 
Communism’ 

(a) Violence 

(b) Nationalisation 

(t) Removal of inequality 
(tn Equality of oppoi tunities 

188 Largest source of energy m 
India IS 

(rf) hydro electric 

(b) solar 

(c) thermal 

(d) nuclear 

189 India s first indigenously 
developed super computer nas been 
named 

(i#) Param 
(b) Shakti 
(t) Dharam 
(d) Gati 

190 Avurveda deals with 

(fry 'Life knowledge" (science 
of health) 

(b) Treatises on Vedas 
(t) Performing saenhees 
(d) Hymns for God 
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RESUME OF THE EXAMINER’S GUESS QUESTIONS 


What amount of computer 
software was exported by India in 
1989-90? 

$ 100 million. The total produc¬ 
tion was Rs 9,210 crorc which is only 
about one per cent of the global 
electronics production. 

Where is the India's and Asia's 
first Industrial Academy located? 

Hakimpet near Hyderabad. It 
was inaugurated on December 9, 
1990. It will provide industrial 
security and management training to 
officers of the Central Industrial 
Security Ftirce (CISF), Central Police 
Organisations, army personnel and 
also to foreign countries. 

Where is the world's tallest 
statue, chiselled out of a single 
rock, located? 

Chulgiri near Barwani in Khar- 
gaon district of Madhya Pradesh. 

The statue of lirathankar Rishab 
Dev, popularly known as the Hnrvaii- 
^ajii Bhnifwaii, has 52 hands,Vs 84 If 
high and is said to be over UXX) years 
old 

What amount of loan has been 
offered by Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) to Oil and Natural Gas 
Commission (ONGC) for develop¬ 
ing its Gandhar field? 

$ 250 million—it will also help 
ONGC rai.se $ 250 million from the 
international market to meet the 
local currency requirement 

This is the single biggest loan 
ever offered to India by ADB. 

Name the distinguished IPS Of¬ 
ficer who has been honoured with 
Ashok Chakra—the highest 
civilian award— po'-thuiiioiisl]/. 

Randhir Prasad Verma. He laid 
down his life fighting Punjab 
militants in Dhanbad in Bihar. 

Name the first player from the 
Asian continent to qualify for the 
quarter-finals of the World Chess 
Championship. 

Viswanathan Anand. 

Name the largest warship ever 
to be built by India under "Pro|ect 
15". 

"Delhi". 


On which day is the Coast 
Guard Day celebrated? When was 
Coast Guard formally constituted 
as an armed force? 

February 2. The Coast Guard 
was formally constituted as an 
armed force on August 19,1978. The 
servit e had, however, started opera¬ 
tion on Feb 1, 1977, ,is part of the 
Indian Navy. 

The idea of a Coast Guard in 
India was bom out ot the need to 
relieve the Navy ot its non-military 
maritime task. Patterned on the US 
Coa.st Guard, its vast charter of 
duties is essentially to preserve and 
protect India's 2.8 million sq km Ex¬ 
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ). "We 
protect" is the Coast Guard motto. 

Which country in the Indian 
sub-continent has the highest per¬ 
centage of illiterates as per the 
World Bank Atlas, 1990? 

Pakistan—70 per cent. 

Bangladesh's figure is 67 per cent 
and India's 63 per cent. Sri Lanka has 
only 13 per cent of its population as 
illiterate. 

What is common between INS 
Kluikii, INS ViMiiiti, INS Shalki. INS 
Kiitlwrand INS Vipul? 

INS Kliiikn, first of its class ot 
Missile Corvettes, INS Vihhuti, first 
ot its class of East Missile Vessels, 
INS Sluilkt, first indigenously built 
SSK Submarine, INS Kutliar, missile 
Corvette and INS Vipul fast missile 
ve.ssel, have all been built by 
Mazagaon Docks, Bombay. 

What is 'City of Joy'? 

It is a film being made on the city 
of Calcutta. It has generated lot of 
controversy because it is believed 
that the story shows only the nega¬ 
tive aspects of Calcutta thus creating 
a wrong impression aliout the city 
and its people. 

Highlight the "quick es¬ 
timates" of Central statistical or¬ 
ganisation of national income and 
related aggregates for 1989- 90. 

The growth of National Income 
during 1989-90, the terminal year of 
the 7tli nan, fell sharply to 5.2 per 
cent as against 11.2 per cent rise 


recorded in 1988-89. 

The National Income (net na¬ 
tional product at cost factor) stood at 
Rs 1,74,798 crore as against Rs 
1,66,200 crore in 1988-89. 

The average annual growth of 
the economy for the 7th Five-year 
Plan period (1985-90) as a whole 
works out to 5.6 per cent against the 
target of 5 per cent. 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
at factor cost at constant prices (1980- 
81) is estimated at Rs 1,97,419 crore 
as against Rs 1,87,725 crore in 1988- 
89. 

How many times the Lok Sabha 
has been dissolved ahead of elec¬ 
tions? 

Three times. Mrs Indira Gandhi 
had dis.solved the fourth Lok Sabha 
in 1971, one year before its scheduled 
expiry, Mr Charan Singh in 1979, 
nearly three years before time and 
recently, in 1991, Mr Chandra Shek¬ 
har, nearly four years before time. 

Name the tribe of Andaman 
and Nicobar islands which recently 
came out of its self-imposed isola¬ 
tion? 

The Sontinelese. It was the last 
Indian community out of reach of 
scholars and administrators. The 
Scntinelcse are one of the tour hunt¬ 
ing-gathering tribes in the Andaman 
islands belonging to the Negrito 
race. The others are the Great An¬ 
damanese, the Onge and Jarwa. 

As per the provisional figures 
of the 1991 census what is the 
population of India? 

849,930,861 on March 1, 1991. 
The iiumbtT increased bv 23..50 per 
cent in absolute terms from 68.3.33 
million in 1981. 

The .sex ratio is 929 females per 
1,000 males. 

The literacy rate is 52.11 per tent. 
Males: 63.86 per cent and Females; 
39.42 per cent. 

The density of the population is 
267 per sq km as against 216 at the 
1981 census. Delhi top.s in the den¬ 
sity of population. According to 1991 
census the density of population of 
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Dt‘Ihi lb 611*^ por sq km Amnachal 
PiaJi'bh has lowest density with 10 
persons per sq km 

India's population remains the 
second largest in the world C hina, 
with 1160 million leads the world 
The USSR and USAcomenext These 
foul countries together account for 
nearly half the population of the 
globe India has about 16 per cent of 
the world's population 

Name the author of the book 
Rahhit ill Rl'^I 

John Updike The book has won 
the Pulil/er Pn/e toi fiction 

t 

Who had presented the design 
of the national flag to Mahatma 
Gandhi on April 1,19217 

Pengali Venkaiah, a freedom 
fighter tiom Andhra Pradesh 

Name the author of the book 
"The Power and the Glory". 

Graham Greene, British novelist 
Name the first pau* of twins to 
play together in 114 years of Test 
Cricket. 

Steve and Mark Waugh of 
Australia Both were bom, minutes 
apart, on June 2, 196‘5 and have al¬ 
ready plavod together in one-day in¬ 
terna turns 

What Is VSAT? 

Very Small Aperture Terminals 
or VSAT IS used for voice and data 
communication with remote areas A 
VSAT can be installed in a remote 
area and can communicate with 
other areas through a satellite 

How many people were eligible 
to vote for the 1991 Lok Sabha 
elecions? 1 

The electorate for the 1991 elec- i 
turns swelled to 114,126,180 as com- i 
paied with 498 906,429 in 1989 -an i 
increase ot about 1 1 million voters j 
As in 1989 two Stales—Kerala 
and Manipur—have the distinction | 
of having more women than men in i 
the electorate I 

Uttar Pradesh has the largest I 
electorate i 

Which State has been declared 
as India's first fully literate State? 

Kerala The total literacy ' 
programme, named Ak<>liara Ki ralam, ] 
was launched on February 4, 1990 i 
About 17 lakh people were made I 
literate with the gigantic efforts of 
the Kerala Sasharata Samithy, spon- i 


I sored by the State government with 
I financial assistance from the Nation¬ 
al Literacy Mission, UNESCO and 
i through contributions from the 
I public 

I At which place was the historic 
conference, to launch a Middle East 
I Peace initiative, held on October 30, 
I 1991? 

Madrid, Spain It was for the first 
I time that Israel and its Arab neigh¬ 
bours sat down tor a face-to-face 
negotiations The twin goals ot the 
conference were to achuwe limited 
I self-rule tcir the nearly two million 
I Palestinians living in Israeli-oc¬ 
cupied territories and to achieve per¬ 
manent peace between Israel anci the 
surrounding Arab States Diplomats 
from Israel, 1 gypt Syna, 1 ebanon 
and a joint Jordanian-Palestiman 
delegation participated in the con¬ 
ference 

Which country will host the 
1993 Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meet (CHOGM)? 

Cyprus The 1991 CHtXiM was 
held at Harare Zimbabwe 

Where is India's tallest TV 
tower being built? 

Near Ramgarh village in jaisal- 
mcr district of Rajasthan I he height 
of the tower will be 100 M At present 
the Delhi TV tower is the tallest in 
the country with a height of 235 M 

Name the book, written by 
Alexandra Repicy, which is the se¬ 
quel to Margaret Mitchell's 'Gone 
with the Wind'. 

Scarlett 

Recently the government per¬ 
mitted 100% foreign equity in high 
priority areas. What are the high¬ 
lights of the scheme? 

Non-resident Indians (NRls) 
and Overseas Corporate Bodies 
(OCBs) permitted to invest upto 100 
per cent foreign equity in high 
prionty industries including hotels, 
tourism related industries, shipping 
and hospitals 

—The outflow on account of 
dividend payments is balanced by 
export earnings over a period of 
seven years from the commence¬ 
ment of production 

—The proposed project should 
not be located within 25 km from the 
peripheri of the standard urban area 


limits of a aty having a population 
of more than 10 lakh according to 
1991 census 

—The faality will be available 
for new mvestments including those 
for expansion and diversification of 
existing industrial undertakings 
These provisions will apply to in¬ 
vestments in private/public limited 
companies as well as in partnership 
firms 

In which State is the Tehri 
hydro-electric project being built? 

Uttar Piadcsh Thcie has been a 
controversy, recently, regarding the 
safety of the dam as it is felt that the 
project IS situated in a earthquake 
prone area 

Where is the 1992 "earth sum¬ 
mit" proposed to be held? 

Rio de Janerio, Brazil It will be 
attended by the heads of govern¬ 
ment from over 160 countries 

In which State is Koel Karo 
hydro-electric project proposed to 
be built? 

Bihar 

What was the reason for the 
postponement of the 6th SAARC 
summit which was scheduled to be 
held from November 7, 1991 in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka? 

The summit rc'quired the 
presence ot the heads of State or 
government to secure unanimity 
which governs decisions taken by 
SAARC Since the King ot Bhutan 
expressed his inability to attend, the 
summit had to be postponed 

What does the Places of Wor¬ 
ship (Special Provisions) Bill seeks 
to provide? 

The legislation seeks to maintain 
stfl/Ms auo of religious places as they 
existeci on August 15,1947 

Wliat is 'Operation Rhino'? 

It IS operation conducted by the 
Indian Army to flush out ULFA 
militants in Assam 

What growth rate has been 
opted for the eighth five-year plan 
(1992-97)? 

5 6 per cent This will involve a 
total outlay of Rs 7,92,000 crore Out 
of this the public sector outlay is 
pegged at Rs 3,42,(X)0 crore Export 
growth rate is assumed at 13 per cent 
and I mport rate at 8 per cent per year. 
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Where is world's first white 
tiger safari located? 

Nnndan Kanan biological park 
near Bhubaneswar, Orissa 

What are the highlights of the 
nuclear-arms cuts announced by 
President Bush of USA? 

—Elimination ot all ground- 
launched, short-range nuclear 
weapons 

—Withdrawal ot all tactical 
nuclear weapons including 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, from 
Submarines and ships 

—Remocal of all US strategic 
bombers from day-to day alert 
status 

—Withdrawal from alert ot all 
inteicontinental ballistic missiles 
undei the vet-unratitied START 

-Abandoning of the conticner- 
sial lail based s\stom lor the MX 
missile’s 

— Consolidation ot the strategic 
fences of thenav> and air force unclei 
one command 

- Commitment to the B S2 
bomber and Star Wars projects to 
continue 

What are the highlights of the 
Supreme Court's judgement in the 
Bhopal Gas tragedy compensation 
case? 

- $470 million settlement bv SC 
upheld 

—Criminal pioseciiticm of Car 
bide officials anci others allow’ed 

—UCC, UCIL asked to set up 
SOO-bed hospital for victims ir 18 
months Free medical surveillance of 
\ ictims 

- Union Govt must pay premia 
from $ 470 million settlement fund 
tor insuring future victims tor eight 
years 

—Union Govt must make gcKid 
any shortfall in settlement fund for 
compensating victims under the 
Bhopal Gas Leak Act, 198^ 

As per the report of the Con¬ 
gressional Research Service of USA 
which country was the biggest sup¬ 
plier of arms to India in 1990? 

USSR Among the third world 
countries India ranked third after 
Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan to 
receive arms deliveries totalling $ 
1,760 million 




Which Indian city tops the list 
of cities in terms of population in 
India? 

Bombay Calcutta, which till the 
1991 census was the most populated 
city IS now' ranked second 

Bombay now stands sixth in the 
rating in the world's most populous 
cities, having a population of 12 6 
million 

Mexico city is the most populous 
citv in the world with a population 
of 20 2 million, with Tokyo standing 
at number two (18 million) 

Which day was celebrated as 
the Sndhhiionnn (Goodwill 

Day)^ 

August 20 the birthday of 
former Prime Minister of India, Mr 
Rajiv (.landhi 

As per the 43rd round of nation¬ 
al sample survey data 1987-88, how 
many persons in India were living 
below the poverty line? 

237 7 million As per the 1990-91 
annual report the peicenlage ot per¬ 
sons living below poverlv line has 
come down to 29 9 per cent in 1987- 
88 against “si 5 per cent m 1972-73 

What is the meaning of the 
word Putsch? 

A secretly plotted and suddenly 
executed attempt to ov'erthrow a 
government 

Name the first district outside 
Kerala to have achieved hundred 
per cent literacy. 

Burdwan West Bengal 

What was the total foreign ex¬ 
change deposit held by non-resi¬ 
dent Indians (NRIs) as on March 31, 
1991? 

Rs 20,727 croie 

Name the American athlete 
who has broken the world record of 
8.90 metres, set by Bob Beamon 
during the 1968 Mexico City Olym¬ 
pics. 

Mike Powel He jumped 8 9$ 
metres in the third world Track and 
Field championship held at Tokyo in 
August 1991 

Name the three Baltic republics 
of USSR which have become inde¬ 
pendent countries. 

Lithuania, I atvia and Estonia 

Name the two European 
countries which have been ad¬ 
mitted as guest-members of Non- 
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Aligned movement. 

Netherland and Germany Be¬ 
sides this Mongolia has been ad¬ 
mitted as 103rd member and 
Guatemala and Honduras as ob¬ 
servers 

Which country will hold the 
tenth summit of the Non-aligned 
Movement (NAM) in 1992? 

Indonesia 

Which sea is just about the only 
sea in the world where the wood of 
sunken ships can remain preserved 
almost forever? 

The Baltic Sea The reason for 
this IS the low salinity and tempera¬ 
ture of the sea that makes it an un¬ 
comfortable place toi the 
wcHid-worm tcuda lunmli'’ 

From which date will the 
Eighth Plan begin? 

April 1,1992 

Which States are involved in 
the Cauvery River water dispute? 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and Pondu herrv 

What is Lifeline Express? 

It IS world's first hospital on 
rails The project w ill cover the entire 
country on the Indian Railways' vast 
network 

As on March 29,1991 what was 
the gross outstanding deposits and 
credit of all scheduled commercial 
banks of India? 

Deposits weie Rs 20(),03b crore 
and credit was Rs ]32,$]0crore 

The rate of growth in deposits 
was 1$ 8 per cent as against 17 6 per 
cent in the year ending March 1990 
Bank ciedit registcrecl a grow'th ot 
l(i 7 per cent as against 18 3 per cent 
in 1990 

Who is the author of the classic 
poem Giiit'^n Dee\P 

Rudyard Kipling 

Where is India's first wave 
power plant located? 

Vi/hingam fishing harbour near 
Thinivanandapuram in Kerala 

In the new industrial policy the 
government has delicenced all in¬ 
dustries except for a few. Name the 
industries reserved for public sec¬ 
tor. . 

Defence items. Mining of copper, 
lead, /me, tin, sulphur, gold, 
diamonds, iron, manganese, chrome, 
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co.ll and lignite. Atomic energy 
Miner.il diK Railway'', Miner.ils 
specitied in the schedule to the 
Atoniic energy (control ot prodiu 
tion and use) order, 19^1 

What is the present value of 
rupee measured as the reciprocal of 
the consumer price index for in¬ 
dustrial workers on base 1960 = 
100 ? 

9 94 paisa 

Name the first-ever woman 
Chief iustice of a High Court. 

Ms jusiue I eila Seth, Chief |us- 
tice ol Himachal Pradesh High 
C ourf 

As per the 1990-91 annual report 
of the department of public 
enterprises, what net profit was 
earned by the 189 Central public 
enterprises’ 

Ks 2,710 27 cl ore against Rs 1,748 
crore in 1989 90 The deihne in net 
profit ovei previous yeai was 17 28 
per I ent 

The net profit as a peicenfageot 
capital employed declined to 2 oh m 
1990-91 tiom 4 82 in 1989-90 

What was the inflation rate in 
1990-91 as per the Economic Survey 
of India’ 

12 1 pel tent 

Name the book written by Mr 
M.j. Akbar which has been banned 
in Pakistan. 

"Kashmir—Behind the Vak 

Name the world's oldest com¬ 
pany. 

Stora, the Swedish toiestry com 
panv It leceiitly announcc'd it was 
ijuitting Its original business —the 
loot) vear old copper mine at I akin 
has been shut 

Which country emerged in 1991 
as the largest recipient of World 
Bank aid’ 

India India received two billion 
dollars aid in 1991 I he total 
vv orldwide assistance ot World Bank 
was 22 7 billion dollars 

What are the main highlights of 
the new trade policy of the Govern¬ 
ment of India? 

Cash Compensatory Scheme 
(CCS) suspended 

—Replenishment Licensing 
Scheme (REP) to become the pnn- 
cipal instrument tor export-related 
imports It will be called Fxim Scrip 


and can be freely traded 

—All exports to have a uniform 
REP rate ot 40 per cent ot the Freight 
On Board (FOB) yaluc 

—All supplementary licences 
stand abolished except in the case ot 
the small-scale sector and for 
prcxlucers ot lite-saving drugs/equip¬ 
ment 

-Financial institutes would be 
allowed to tiade in Fxim Scrips 
What is India's external debt 
after the devaluation of rupee in 
first week of July, 1991? 

Rs 182,000 c roie As a proportion 
ol national income it has risen Irom 
48 percent to 17 per cent 

Name the bank whose opera¬ 
tions have been shut down by 
World Central Banks for alleged 
widespread fraud and money 
laundering. 

Bank ol Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCl) Ihe bank was 
tounded in 1972, with the help ot 
C.ult money, by prominent Pakistani 
bankei Agha Hasan Aliedi The 
present majority share holder is /aid 
Bin bultan al-Nahayan, rulei ol Abu 
Dhabi 

Who holds the distinction of 
being world's longest serving 
Prime Minister? 

Former Prime Minister of Sin¬ 
gapore, Mr 1 c*e Kuan Yew He also 
had the distinction ot being the 
world s voungest Prime Minister 
when he assumed chaige in April 
19'>9 at the age ot 48 He remained 
Prime Minister of Singapore loi 41 
years 

By what name is the scroll 
painting known in Bengal? 

Piihniiitin It is the oldest folk 
heritage ot Bengal 

Which country has the world's 
oldest hereditary monarchy? 

Japan On November 12, 1990, 

F mperor Akihito became the first of 
a legendary 2,600-year old line of 
emperors to be enthroned as a State 
svmbol rather than a living god 
What is Ghanashyam? 

It IS first music theatre produc¬ 
tion of celebrated sitarist. Pandit 
Ravi Shankar It was first unveiled in 
1989 m Birmingham, UK Since then 
It has dazzled the West by its style, 
form and depth It began its Inclian 
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appearance on December 23,1990 

Which countiy has the world's 
highest per capita Gross National 
Product? 

Switzerland ($28,214) folkiwed 
by Japan ($24,382) and USA 
($19,814) 

India's per capita GNP is $ 326 

What was India's trade deficit 
during 1990-91? 

Rs 10,844 S4 crore as compared 
to Rs 7,740 41 croje during 1989-90 
thereby recording an increase of 47 7 
per cent in rupee teims and 27 8 per 
cent in US Dollar terms 

Exports during the period 
amounted to Rs 42,427 28 crore as 
compared to Rs 27,881 47 crore 
during 1989-90 This implies an ex¬ 
port growth rate of 17 4 per cent in 
rupt'e terms and 9 per cent m dollar 
terms 

The imports during 1990 91 
totalled Rs 41,170 82 crore as com¬ 
pared to Rs 44,411 88 crore during 
1989-90 Imports excluding oil 
amounted Rs 42,484 21 crore during 
1990 91 I he non-oil imports showed 
an increase of 11 1 per cent in rupee 
terms and 4 1 per cent in dollar 
terms 

As per the annual survey of 
Geneva-based Corporate Resources 
Group which is the most expensive 
city in the world? 

lokyo and Osaka were rated the 
world's most expensive cities with 
167 and 141 points respectively The 
rating was based on an index which 
places New York on a base level of 
1(K) points 

Name the place to be the 
highest polling station of India 
during the elections to the 10th Lok 
Sabha in 1991. 

Kunti, situated at the altitude of 
14,400 teet above sea level in the hill 
region of Uttar Tradesh 

What is "Blue Book"? 

Blue Book, the bible of the 
security agencies, provides secunty 
and protocol guidelines regarding 
the President and the Prime Minister 
of India 

Who is to head the Judicial 
Commissiorr*appointed to inquire 
into the assassination of Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi? 

Justice J S Verma. 
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READERS’ 

FORUM 

INDIA AND CHINA 

Apropos of pour feature "Imtui and 
China: Neiv Perspectives" (feb '92), 

Tibet is an important problem betivcen 
India and China; so it is the duty of 
Nexv Delhi to }(entlii offer friendlii ad¬ 
vice to Beijin^f to inal^e a positix’e ap¬ 
proach towards the libelan people, 
particularly toivards the Dalai Lama. 
What the Chinese Covcrnment has to 
understand is that the more adamant it 
is in respect ol the Dalai Lama and his 
foUoivers, the more difficult it would be 
for it to maintain stability and peace in 
Tibet. 

The Chinese Prime Minister dis¬ 
played pragmatism in making a public 
staicmeiit in New Delhi that his Govern¬ 
ment would be prepared to talk to the 
Dalai Lama on all Tibetan affairs exceiit 
the demand for independence. It woiila 
be right and proper in the circumstances 
for New Delhi to offer its good offices 
for a rapprochement between the Dalai 
Lama and the Chinese Government. 
Meanwhile, we should extend our 
hospitality to the Dalai Lama and 
friendly Tibetans taking shelter in our 
country. 

Pallia J K Verma 

FOCUS ON W. ASIA 

Apropos of your Cover Story 
"Focus on West Asian Tangle" (fan '92 
issue), peace-loving countries are asking 
the question; "What would be the future 
of ivorld peace?" The Cold War has 
ended. But one of the Big Poxvers has 
been fragmented to such an extent that 
it is unlikely to return to its earlier 
shape. Die NAM countries heaved a sigh 
of relief tvhcn the Cold War was over, 
but with the ll.S.A. dominating the 
ivorld, they are afraid of the consequen¬ 
ces if they continue to remain non- 
aligned. 

At this critical juncture we (the 
peace-loving NAM countries) should 
stick to our beliefs and help avert dis¬ 
astrous conflicts such as the Gulf War. 
Cfo 56 APO C C Biswiis 

It is a pity that Mr Yasser Arafat, 
leader of the PLO, is not receiving due 
regard from Israel and the Arab 
countries (merely for supporting Iraq in 
the Gulf War. To find a solution of the 
Palestine problem, Israel and the Arab 
countries must give the appropriate 
place to Mr Arafat. World peace 
depends on a satisfactory solution of 
the Palestine problem, 
lahuiii Shahab Atroze 

You have rightly stated in your 


Cover Feature that “the West Asian im¬ 
broglio is multi-faceted." Palestine is at 
Ihelieart of the problem. Israel will 
doubtless use the current peace process 
to deal sefiarately with the Arab States 
and negotiate a final settlement of their 
territories in its occupation. 

Having regard to the experience of 
four wars with Israel (of 194S, 1956, 

1967 and 1973) in which Israel occupied 
more and more Arab territories, tlw 
Arab States may have to pay a price for 
peace. It is in the long-term interest of 
Israel to offer incentives (occupied land) 
for peace rather than demand a price. 

The success of the process will depend 
equally on Washington's willingness to 
make a firm even-handed approach. 
Peace in the Middle East is possible if 
no country seeks victory over others. All 
must strive for a "shared victory". 
Blnibiiiiesuvf Durga Madhab Dash 

Die Bush Administration should 
take the initiative and persuade Israel 
to vacate the occupied Arab land—West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and Golan Heights. 

Die international community, par¬ 
ticularly the Western world, should 
declare the whole of IV<'S/ Asia as a 
peace zone and recognise the existence of 
an independent Palestine State. 

Pun Dhaimandru Paltanaik 

STATE OF DESPERATION 

Considering the disgraceful inci¬ 
dents of violence, destruction and anar¬ 
chy in the USSR, your editorial "A State 
of Desperation" (Jan '92 issue) was very 
timely. Mr Gorbachov attempted a 
major revolution through Perestroika 
and Glasnost, the collapse of the Red 
Giant is one of the greatest events of 
this century. 

Destruction of an empire is not the 
result of any single incident but the fact 
is that the seeds of the catastrophic hap¬ 
penings were sown by Stalin and his dic¬ 
tator successors, years ago. Die 
dictatorship of the monolithic Com¬ 
munist Party left no room for the 
growth of opposition. It was a highly 
centralised system with complete ab¬ 
sence of private enterprise, individual in¬ 
itiative and democratic decentralization. 

In these circumstances Mr Gor¬ 
bachov turned a dark page of history. 

He will certainly be remembered as one 
who sought to deliver the Soviet people 
from the darkness of communism out 
into the sunshine of freedom. The ivhole 
of Eastern Europe benefited from the 
winds of change. 

I do not think that it is a state of 
desperation. A new prosperous era may 
soon begin in that country, 
famalpur Binay Kumar Mishra 

TERRORISM 

Your Special Feature-I truly reflects 
all sides of terrorism and kidnappings. 


Until a few months ago these evils were 
concentrated in certain States. But they 
have gradually raised their ugly head al¬ 
most all over the country. The people 
are in a State of uncertainty and con¬ 
fusion xvhile travelling and leading their 
normal life. Die extremists resort to kid¬ 
nappings for different purposes — extor¬ 
tion of money, release of comrades, etc. 

Die Government has logo deep into 
the problems and it must take well-con¬ 
sidered, fruitful stejis to bring the mis¬ 
guided militants back into the national 
mainstream. 

lliKtglily (WB ) * Sanjuy C'handa 

BANKING REFORMS 

Many of the recommendations of 
the Narasimham Committee for im¬ 
provement of the banking service 
deseme to be accepted. However, it is 
difficult to agree with some of them. 

The committee favours liberalisa¬ 
tion of permission for foreign banks to 
open more branches. Foreign banks have 
already established their offices in practi¬ 
cally all metropolitan cities. Is it neces¬ 
sary to permit them to open more 
branches? Are Indian banks, which have 
over 100 years experience in modern bank¬ 
ing, incapable of providing better banking 
service? Die "Sivadeshi" spirit, which 
was so strong during the days of the 
freedom struggle, is gradually getting 
eroded. When tfiere is so much unemploy¬ 
ment among the educated, is it necessary 
to step up computerisation? 

Kurnoo! P Sivaram Prasad 

•C.M. ” FEATURES 

Thank you for the encouraging and 
educative feature "Positive attitude is 
the secret of success" (fan '92 issue). It 
has shown me the way to proceed 
towards success. Now I fully believe 
that by perseverance and iron-deter¬ 
mination one can reach the desired goal 
of life. 

The "CM" is the key to open the 
lock of success in the sphere of competi¬ 
tions. 

CluiMirah Nandita Bhattacharya 

/ have been a regular reader of this 
magazine since 1989. Your features "Im¬ 
prove Your Word Poxver" and "English 
Language" haxte helped me considerably 
to improxie my knowledge of the lan¬ 
guage. These features are very helpful to 
those appearing in various competitive 
examinations. 

Sidtaiipur I larpreet Kaur 

May be you have recently appeared ; 
in any competitive examination. ; 

We shall be grateful if you could ! 
send us the question papers. The ! 
original papers^will be rehtmea along I 
wim the postage spent by you. i I 

Your gesture will be highly ap -; 
predated. ; 
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Point, Counter-po 

X N recent months, Amneslt/ International and other 
human rights organisations in this country and else¬ 
where have Ifeen making a series of allegations about 
violations of human rights in India, Pakistan and other 
countries. So far as India is concerned, most of these al¬ 
legations haiv been found to be baseless and stem from 
exaggerated, biassed reports Sfiread by politically inter¬ 
ested parties. In vieio of the fact that such allegations con¬ 
tinue to be made and tend to create a wrong impression 
about the efficacy and intentions of the administration in 
this country, the Government of India has decided to es¬ 
tablish a human rights commission of its own so that a 
clear, balanced picture may he presented in this regard. 

Union Home MMster S.B. Chavan has stressed that 
India has nothing to Mde; no Tvrongdoing by security 
personnel ivould he allowed to go unpunished, provided 
there was evidence to prove the lorongdoing. Obiuously, 
unsubstantiated and vague allegations would not be pur¬ 
sued 

Taking full note of the allegations made by Amnesty 
International, Asia Watch and other human rights or¬ 
ganisations about the happenings in Kashmir and 
Punjab in particular, the Union Home Ministry has com¬ 
piled considerable data to contradict the Amnesty 
International's charges. The data show that action urns 
taken against erring personnel found guilty, and that 
courts of enquiry were in progress to ascertain the truth 
in other cases. Similarly, the other allegations have been 
countered. 

Impartial people can easily see through the interna¬ 
tional organisations' misleading reports. The Union 
Government has sent the facts to its diplomatic missions 
abroad so that the critics' allegations (^violation of baste 
human rights can be convincingly answered with true 
figures. The Union Gooemmenf has gone further. A spe¬ 
cial cell has been set up in the Home Ministry under the 
charge of a senior official to facilitate speedy flow of infor¬ 
mation and prompt tentedial action. Similar cells are 
propimi to be set up in }&K, Punjab and some other 


EDITORIAL 



sensitive States in order that the facts mUty be collected 
speedily and the needful done. Delay in thh matter and 
in presenting the truth does much harm. The credibility 
of tlje administration is at stake. 

A vigilant jouimalist complained the other day that 
Asia Watch, m its adverse comments on tlw state of of- 
fiiirs in India in regard to human rights, does not ' *' 
mention the killings of members of minority com¬ 
munities and the brutalities perpetrate against them by 
terrorists in Punjab and Kashmir. Nor does Asia Watch 
adequately report the action taken by die Government 
against erring members of the security forces. 

Asm Watch spokesmen allege that the Union 
Government did not respond to the conrnuHiCat^ssimt 
by this organisation. But it is difficult to belieoe that the‘ 
Government did not take any action against security and 
other personnel who are hally guilty ^ committing ex¬ 
cesses during the performance of their duty. Nor is it 
correct to say that the Government of India launched q 
campaign to acquit members of the security forces mid 
discredit those who brought up such charges. It is also 
hard to believe the allegation that some journalists who 
tvanted to be associaM with impartial probes received a 
rebuff. It is doubtful whether the findings of the Press 
Council support the allegations of Amnesty Intenta- 
tional and Asm Watch. 

Some international organisations, including the UN 
Human Rights Committee, have been carried away by 
hasty impressions and prejudiced reports. For instance, 
the Armed Forces Spe<^l Powers A:f, which had become 
necessary in view of the incidents indicating the misuse 
of position and powers by some persons, has been 
criticised as violating international human rights laws. 

It must not be forgotten that India greatly values its 
standing as a leading member of the intematioml com¬ 
munity', it goes out of its way to preserve human rights. 

But such is the situatbn created by militants timt special 
laws have to be enacts to ensure peace. Similar action 
has been taken by some other countries too. 
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Pakistan’s 15 N-bombs 


Pnki'^tim'y (himini I iiiitimi 

pio^iiiiuiin ha-y hi i ii iiiiu li m Hu nm'y iii 
(at lit IVllk'y Wl '/( III t Xpili'y IllU t ((III 
fii nil li that Piiki'ytiiii liii-y II ■'/()( kfiili (if I -> 
01 ^0 niuhiii htiipnii'y lluunn niiioii 
eshiiiati-y of till j’liLi-yi iniiiihii but Hun 
I'y no tioiibl no, I lliiil Pnki'ylnn lin m 
tfiiircii till Utah ni mpnbiltlu s Poi s ////s 

til'yllO'yllll Ulll lOI nillklllint ICypOII'-l 
fniin liiiliiP 

T Hf US admimstiiition, aaoidinj’ 
to Sonatoi I .inv Pifsslor is nou 
toriMiuod that I’akistan ptissossos 
niidoar weapons Reliable soiirtts 
also stati that Islamabad has at 
quiK’d nutleai tapabihtie'> with thi 
help of stolen 1 iiroptan tt\hnolo(;\ 
and C hine-'f .issistaiu i After opetat 
mg a pi mt to enrich uranium since 
1%6 and with extensive help from 
fhe Chinese in warhead design 
Pakistan has produced the bomb 
w Inch it can utilise 1 he obvious tai- 
gt t in ease the bomb is actually put to 
use would be India 

Western observers believe that 
Senator Pressler's public an 
luiuncement in Islamabad on January 
14, Pt92, that Pakistan was m posses 
Sion of nuclear weapons marks the 
failure of Congressional and 
Presidential attempts to halt 
Pakistan s nucleai programme It 
may be recalled that American condi 
turns for lesumption of aid 
suspended in Ottober 1SS(), have 
remained tlu same Pakistan must 
stop producing highly enriched 
uranium refiain from making 
uranium metal and stop preparing or 
holding uranium components tor a 
nuclear device 

Cn January H this year Pakistan 
turned down suggestions by 
Washington to roll back its weapon- 
oriented nuclear programme and 
declined to sign unilaterally the 
Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty 
(NP [) Islamabad s position was con- 
V eyed to Mr Presslei during his meet¬ 


ings with the Federal Finance Mini¬ 
ster Sarta| A/I/, Ministei tor loieign 
Allans Siddiciue Khan Kaiqii and the 
Senate C hairinan Wassam Sajjad Mr 
Presslei had uiged Pakistan to take 
ovei steps to dismantle its nuclear 
weapons eapability The Bush ad 
ministiation would be in a position to 
issue the necessaiy certitieation 
under the Presslei Amendment only 
aftei Islamabad took such a measure 
Ameiican economic and military as¬ 
sistance of over S60 million dollars 
w'as suspeneied on the suspicion, 
confirmed b\ various sources, that 
Pakistan was going ahead with the 
procc’ss of acc]uiring a micleai device 
Pakistan has howeve*r maintained 
that Its nuclear programme is only tor 
peae efiil purposes It is learnt that the 
US Coiigrcss intends to pass some 
more amendments to their regula¬ 
tions to enhance US relations with 
sue h countries as are not only rc*duc- 
ing nuclear weapons but also cutting 
down then conventional weapons 

It IS not surprising that Mr 
Pressler s name has become 
anathema to the Pakistanis because it 
IS associatecJ with the amendment 
under which the US Government 
suspended all aid to Pakistan 
Another reason for this development 
IS Mr Pressler's statement during his 
recent Delhi visit that India did not 
possess nuclear weapons and was 
not making any preparations for 
making such weapons Mr Pressler's 
name further angerc*d the Pakistanis 
because he went out of his way to 
criticise Pakistan's involvement in 
secessionist and terronst activities in 
lammu & K»ishmirand Punjab 

"Islamic Bomb": According to 
wvll-informed soun es, which hardly 
anyone has so far queshonc*d, there is 
danger of Pakistan joining the 
nuclear armesJ Islamic confederation 
AsMrU K Advani, opposition leader 
in India's Parliament, said (during 
his recent visit to Washington at the 


invitation of the Carnegie Endow¬ 
ment for Peace), the verv idea of 
Pakistan possessing an "Islamic 
bomb" was dangerous not only foi 
the Indian sub continll’nt but also for 
the whole world Mr Pressler also 
cautioned against the i^merging C on 
fedeiation of Islamic States eon 
tiguous to India with their nuclear 
potential It needs to be noted that Mr 
Pressler made nei mention of C hina 
which has bevn the major source ot 
nuclear assistance to Pakistan A ra 
tional interpretation of this cnnission 
IS that Washington now trusts India 
more than it li lists Pakistan in respect 
of the new threat from Islamic fun 
damemtalism which Washington 
views as a growing dangei 1 he new 
danger must be tackleil in a subtle 
manner without coming out openly 
against it Apparently, Washington 
believes that the new Islamic con 
federation and its bomb potentialilie'- 
would be matters c>f senoiis cconcern 
to New Delhi The possible onslaught 
of the Islamic entity is now worrying 
Washington Perhaps the dangei is 
remote, or at any rale, not verj 
serious at the moment, but the USA 
probably wants to ac t in time before 
the danger acquires disconcerting 
dimensions American sources 
believe that a bloc ot fundamentalist 
Muslim States would soon possess an 
'Islamic bomb" Influential Con¬ 
gressmen have said that it would be a 
matter of much concein to the US 
administration il two or three 
countries in the newly emerging belt 
of Islamic fundamentalist States had 
nuclear weapons 

In this connection it would be 
relevant to recall the recent observa¬ 
tion made by Mr Shireen Ma/ari, 
head of the Department of Strategic 
Studies at (^uaid-e-A/am University 
that the faction,^ithin the army that 
espouses a tough stance against 
Washington has grown in strength 
since the suspension of US aid "They 
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are more convinced than ever before 
that the USA cannot be trusted and 
that the nuclear option is the only 
guarantee of Pakistan's security", Mr 
Mazari said. 

This is not the first time that the 
world has heard talk of an Islamic 
bomb. Some years ago, there were 
persistent reports that Pakistan was 
receiving substantial funds for all-out 
research and other activity to develop 
a nuclear bomb. At that time the 
Saudi Arabia was believed to be the 
principal donor for the purpose and 
the aim was to develop a nuclear 
bomb which could be u.sed to counter 
the growing threat from Israel which 
was reported to have developed a 
bomb already. What the aim of the 
Islamic bloc is has not been clarified 
so far. But traditional hostilities have 
not been forgotten. 

Relations with U.S.; It is not 
surprising that newspapers and the 
other media in Islamabad featured 
the report that the Pakistan President 
and the Prime Minister had declined 
to meet Mr Pressler. Such calls on top 
dignitaries are customary but otficial 
sources explained, ratherunconvinc- 
ingly, that meeting with these leaders 
had not been arranged nor were they 
scheduled. 

Political observers hold the view 
that Pakistan’s relations with the 
USA had touched a low ebb in the 
wake of the US Senator's visit. As for 
the evidence reportedly shown by In¬ 
dian authorities, the Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs, Mr Kanju con¬ 
tended that the charges were "wild 
and baseless" and the allegations of 
Pakistan's involvement in terrorist 
and militant activity "lacked proof, 
logic and reason". To a querry on the 
emergence of the fundamentalist Is¬ 
lamic confederation with a nuclear 
capabilitysjwhich could pose a threat 
to India, the Pakistani official main¬ 
tained that Islamabad was pursuing 
a peaceful nuclear policy and suen 
apprehensions were totally baseless. 

Asked if the US policy was not 
discriminatory against Pakistan be¬ 
cause it ignored the fact that India 
had exploded a nuclear device in 
1974, Mr Pressler pointed out that in 
the early 1980s US technical experts 
had reported that India had aban¬ 
doned Its nuclear programme while 


Pakistan was going ahead with it. 
"This was the assessment of the tech¬ 
nical experts, not mine", Mr Pressler 
added. He asserted that the USA 
wanted to be a friend of both India 
and Pakistan. 

Mr Pressler has given a clean chit 
to India while accusing Pakistan of 
going full speed ahead with its 
nuclear programme. However, the 
US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Director, Mr Robert Gates, informed 
the Senate sub-committee on non¬ 
proliferation on January 16 this year 
that both India and Pakistan have 
nuclear weapon and ballistic missile 
programmes. They may not have as¬ 
sembled the weapons for safety 
reasons but they have all the parts for 
a nuclear weapon and also the means 
to deliver them. "We have no reasons 
to believe that either India or Pakis¬ 
tan maintained, assembled or 
deployed nuclear bombs. But such 
weapons could be assembled quickly, 
and both countries have combat 
aircraft that could be modified to 
deliver them in a crisis." 

In South Asia, according to him, 
the arms race between India and 
Pakistan is a major concern. Not only 
do both countries have nuclear 
weapons and ballistic missiles 
programmes, they have recently pur¬ 
sued chemical weapons as well. 
These programmes are particularly 
worrisome because of constant ten¬ 
sion and conflict in Kashmir. Mr 
Gates expressed anxiety over what he 
described as the Soviet Union's brain 
drain to countries like India. He had 
also heard rumours that Pakistan 
was aiding Iran in nuclear matters 
but the CIA had not independently 
verified these reports. 

India's Policy: The CIA 
Director's assessment is however in¬ 
correct. India certainly does not pos¬ 
sess a nuclear bomb, though it has the 
capability of making such a weapon, 
wnile Pakistan has presumabty a 
bomb or bombs in its basement. 
Secondly, neither country (not India 
at any rate) possesses nor, so far as is 
known, seeks to possess such 
weapons. In fact, India has repeated¬ 
ly opposed the manufacture and 
deployment of chemical weapons. 

Mr Advani has urged the 
Government of India and also the 
people to reconsider the policy on 


nuclear weapons. At a time when 
China is a full-fledged nuclear power 
and Pakistan, India's other neigh¬ 
bour, has crossed the nuclear 
threshold, how can New E>elhi close 
its nuclear options? the BJP leader 
asked. The BJP, he added, would not 
mind reconsidering its nuclear stand 
at some later stage when the situation 
had improved in India's neighbour¬ 
hood. 

India is fully aware of the grow¬ 
ing nuclear threat facing the nation. 
Pakistan's nuclear bomb would be 
used against India, especially now 
that the Afghanistan dispute is vir¬ 
tually dead or at any rate in cold 
storage. India's frequently reiterated 
policy is that nuclear energy and 
capability, developed by Indian 
scientists on their own, without 
hypocrisy or deception, is strictly for 
peacefuf purposes. With the excep¬ 
tion of a small minority, most people 
of this country have accept^ this 
policy. The plea for going nuclear is 
not very frequently heard. 

For the first time the annual 
report of India's Defence Ministry 
(1984-85) contained a reference, ap¬ 
parently designed to prompt a na¬ 
tional debate on the bomb issue, to 
the threat posed to India by the all- 
out nuclear drive next door. The 
Central Government sought 
Parliament's opinion on what it 
should do to meet the explosive 
situation. 

The pronouncenvents made by 
India's Prime Minister from time to 
time show that the policy on the 
bomb issue has undergone a slight 
change. Lately, the stand has been 
that the country may have to recon¬ 
sider its commitment not to manufac¬ 
ture nuclear weapons if the 
circumstances warrant a shift. There 
IS a widespread feeling that since 
there is no likelihood of an effective 
Indo-Pakistan agreement on nuclear 
weapons, it is time for this country to 
review its policy of self-denial and 
match Pakistan's acquisitions. 

But there is the other side of 
the question. If India were to opt 
for bomb, it would give an im¬ 
petus to a potentially disastrous 
arms race and many countries, the 
Western ones as well as the Mid¬ 
dle East, would put the blame on 
India. 
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Scientists have recLiilly discovered that most people 
use 10% or less of their minds Upto 90% or more of 
the mind power for most people just remains unused 

My name is Raj Bapna In Inis interesting article 
I want to tell you how to use more of your mind power 
for sure success in competitions like (AS PMT IIT 
Board Exams, PO Banic UPSC SSC etc Fhis infor 
mation is taken from my utipnamgly poweiM 224 page 
new hook "Raj Bapna s Mind Power Study Techniques 

How lo Get Top Position in Compotitions'* 

Toppers arc not 2 times smarter than you Or they do 
not study 2 times more than you There are only 24 
hours in a day So it is not possible to study fur many 
more hours inan other students do Knowingly or un 
knowingly toppers use more of their mind power And 
this IS the secret of getting top position in compctilions 

Hsjw iu Impro 'e iour Memory QuIckiy 

Of many easy tecliniqiies to improve your memory in 
my book two are briefly explained here 

1 Wiihoul revision we forget 82°i! in 24 hours We 
remember only IH^i after 24 hours 

It clearly shows th it you must revise I teach you my 
techniques called Systematic Revision and laaily 
Routine which are based on scientific research 

You will ilso learn to read laster and lo lake 
memonble notes So you will revise faster and 
remember more in less lime 

2 Scientific research tells us ih it we should not study 
continuously lor longtime Rut for better memory we 
should I ike rest/break I teach you my technique 
called Bre ik Routine logrr iht maximum binefil from 
the breaks 1 his teihmque n/o«t lou cluneesyour 
brim waves and puls vou in a learning si ile^ 

hroin today forWtter memory you muld revise 
more ullen and also take rest/break whi n you study 

I Pent I of Hendi i s ces j 

1 housands ind thousands of readers from every 
corner of India are already benefntmg irom this 
powerful new hook I gel many many Tellers Some 
comments from readers ire given below These have 
mniivaied me not lo leave India agaiTi but continue 
to do useful research in our own country India 
• f his liook IS lucid simple powerful can he use 
fully adopted by a wide seetion of the society 
Pr j ! I Niigraih th Dm tor Btrta h t of Tech A ^tit t Pliant 
• 1 fuund It IS d work beyond compdrison lo doy (ext 
on (hiv subject 

DrS P SImxo !a MBHS MU MtC (tiwiii) Comer Spt Sunt 
• (. ijve me d stirnul iting cxpti icnce My wife ind 
son trt rc iding it with gre it delight 
Me ^ haiiian Pn fol ha oto\a \i^alaya Ovakon Ktrelo 
• I hdve rcdlly learnt an import int path to succeed 

Caun SnitfWtft PMTcanlnlale Kota (Raj) 

• Very good book h h is changed my litc style Now 
I can concentr ite more on my studies" 

liiaiok Ulhoti UTttti late SaiikS hoot httj,riia()iKj 
• It Wd> very hcncliiidl for my lAS txam | 

Rajmkant OtMha ( fakhjiur (UPia 
• I have no words to thank your hook made things I 
so simple (hat I can not believe I improved my H 

reading speed from 80 words to ‘^(K) words per I 

minute in just two d lys Mind maps and Sn Mantra B 
surely Very useful and effective Myheaitfth I 

thanks i\htkKrM il a Uu1 it BS II L 

• Really this hook is a bible for evtryhodv || 

Mahaxif V igal VttA 

• Please don t go to U S A ag iin but continue re I 
search in India) Many many (hanks for excellent I 
and effective techniques Akhlartmun Ci nIalHthani 
• Your book IS surprisingly effective ** I 

t (Htfv ku liar inpath I A \ i and d Mt ( ivakhiniri 

• Techniques are simple Iasi and easy Unbelievah 
ly I improved niv rearling speed Irom 7*1 to 2011 
words per minute My son (class 4) improved Ins 
memory lie ilsn unproved his reading speed from 
4S lo HK) words per minute 

Pntfsr Bhatmiotr PhD, iukhaitna t/im Fdnmrh in USA 
• Helped me like a boon On the first day I im 
proved my reading efficiency from IIXI to 210 words 
per minute Sulwih Chuniini Sehno t tna fBi/ieui 

• I led much improvement within a week I 

Prmun Xitnhnn Muihiini (UPll 
• New approach Very clfeetive and easy tecitni i 
ques for increasing the menial power which is I 
p'lived clinieally iTsu il shows ihailhere is no I 
menial liniitaiion Sure this is an ideal hook for siu I 
dents & professionals I 

DrBLOaMMBBS MS BNTMrJmiU l/igi (/%«r| 
I •’Increased my reading sjieed from 740 lo SX4 | 

B A Shehnt sin tkh AJtnij/mre 

How to Read Faster and Understand Better 
Many of us read only IIXI words per minute The 
hook will teach you the "finger technique’ which will 
prove Id you in V) minutes that you can douhle vnur 


•World famous author PubTishcd X books in USA 
(I) Tricks of MS DOS Masters BtSTSlLltR 
Sams/ Macmillan 721 pages S27 9S (2) MS DOS 
Developer s Guide 78ip,Mjes S24 9S (3) Computer 
Professional s Guide i24® 

•Increased my reading speed Irom 72 words to as fast 
as lUOO words per minute 

•First job after B t paid only Rs I(XX)j>er MONTH 
Finally 6 years later earned SSd (Rs 1200) per 
HOUR in USA At the peak of success I left USA 
and returned to India To write this bsMik and share 
my expertize in Mind Power Study Techniques 
•Age 29 years Non resident Indian Can work abroad 
at nigh salary But m India By choice 
•Own a computer tompany in India which earned from 
USA S14 OiX) (or Rs 12 lakhs) m 1991 
•Spent SnOO (about Ks 10 IKK)) on two seminats in 
USA to learn a new science of success pnrgramming 
called N1 P Was a member of the Society tor Ac 
celeratcd 1 famine & Fe iching USA 
•B T Irom Bn'S Piiani M Teen from in Kharagpur 
Prestigious NTS scholar Rank S m High School Raj 
hoard (9S% in Physics Math Chemistry) 

•Learnt IM of Manesh Yogi No mind meditation of 
Osho Hi tech meditation of Brother C harles Com 

r uler mcdil ilitm 

luenl in English Hindi andMcwari Also learnt 
some SaiiskiIt French Bengali andTamil 

iracling spied Research has proved that people under 
St tnd Better if they read f ister By reading laster you 
will revise and rcmtmhe r more m If ss time 

Cm You Ansvsu IhP'se Quobtioni}/ 

• What type ol coaching is best for you personal 
slass riKim or loirespi ndenee’ • Is it heller to study 
early in the morning or I He in the night’ • Which 
viiainins cm helj^our hrain lunction belter and im 
prove your lO * The book will answer such questions 

IJ PrjwQrful Cm, furs In (ho Boch 
I Lfarn Two Mind Power Stud) Tfehniqufs in One 
Hour And Quit kiv Improse Your Study F fllcieney 
• Hie finger leehnique lo improve your re idmg sjiced 
(|iiiekly proof ih it vr u ate capible ol athusmg much 
more than what olheis h ive told you • The Daily 
Routine yourguiJi to super turcesx 
2 Fxam Secrets for (.tiling More Marks 

• Do not eat just before an exam • How do ex 
aminers coriect answer papers and how to use this 
knowledge logtr rtiort rnaA-s • For two types of ques 
lions you can even fool the examiner • Would you like 
to try meea vitamins to boost sour mteUtgrnct tent 
poranly during ex im days ■ 4 more topics 
3 Read raster and I nderstand Belter 

• Understanding m I taking care of your eyes • Fx 
[lerience your mind power as i m ignet • Expanding 
your penpher il vision • 2 more topics 
4 How lo Improve Sour Memory in a Surprisingly Easy 
Way 

• Svsiemalie Revision and Daily Kouline The easiest 
ami most powerful mimoiyUchnit(ues *4 more topics 
4 Interview Techniques for Self Conlldence and Success 
• Interviews group discussions and public sMakmg 
• How to develop c injtdence for interviews • 2 more 
topics 

6 Some Techniques for Improving Memory, 
Concentralion and Inlelligenct 
• lake these vitamins mtmprose the lunciionmgof 
your htain and your body • llow lo sleep well (Alpha 
Breathing for relaxation simplified pranayama and im 
agination • Meditation an ancient technique for more 
brain power • Use Sn Yamra for developmg your mmd 
power • Imreasf ssiur mtrlhginee hy Imige Streaming 
• 3 more topics 

7 How lo Use Your Time in Ike ( lassroom for Success 
• How logrr rnrur mwLt m practical internal or 
laboratory exams without anv extra work / • How to 
heneru from your tlassmales hard work • S more topics 
8 MinifMajis A Ntw Scientific Way lo fake 
Memorable Notes 

• Key concepts anil key words the very nature of 
memory recall • Memory key words and creative key 
words • I he best w^ to lake notes • 6 more topics 
9 Program Yourself lor Success by I sing (he Power of 
Beliefs Imagination and Neuro I ingulslie 
Programming (Nl P) 

■ ( ntering the learning stale * Anchor yourself for 
success while watching TV or films • Using music and 
relaxaliiin fur mind programming • Changing beliefs 
and habits by using Nl P • 4 more topics 
10 Advanced Memory Tethniques to Remember Long 
Sequences, Spellings and Complicated Things 
• The number shape technique aThe stents of 
mcmuiy techniques • How to remember spellings 
• H< w lo enrich your vocabulary • 2 more topics 


11 Some Major Mistakes in Exam Days and How lo 
Avoid Them • 3 topics 

12 New Research In Brain Science Shows that You are 
More Capable Than You 1 hints 

• Superlearning • Mind maeh nes and computet 
meditation • 3 more topics 

13 32 important Questions and Answers 

What the Book Can Not Uo 

Hie book rpn not moke you o supcmuin Similarly it 
ran not give vou suet esshv magic if you do not work 
hard But with it you will be studying more elTirienily 
than 99% of the students So yuur success in competi¬ 
tions will greatly increase 

I Tpdc h ttie Best from India and America 
I tombine the SOOU year old Indian techniques with 
the latest scieniitic discoveries in brain research nutri 
turn (food use) psychology (study of mind) and music 
in Amene land other countries So these techniques 
are very very effeciise 

La&y to Rotid and Benatit 
If you can understand this paragraph you will under¬ 
stand the book Do not worry even if you arc weak in 
rnghsh You will surety htnefil 

Why ti. StjcCdho So Dlffikull In India? 
lodav more thin ever before the eompeminns are 
veivvery lough Ihereare upto 200 or more can 

did lies for eveiy single seat So achieving success is 
never easy in India T3ie only important questions is 
Will you be the lutks one to get success’ 

Are ysM 11X1% sure you understand fully that you must 
0.1 iht hook now if you are really si nous about success 
Gel the book quickly Don t wail Don I delay 

110,1.1 A Bir; Chance, You Should Not>l 
I am asking you not to delay because I myself made 
this serious mistake once While studying for HT I 
wanted to take the best coaching The cost was Rs 350 
Just like many other students / could pay the money 
But I was not sure if it could reallY help me Finaily 
after 3 months I took the coaching ft war very good 
My rank was 1IU2 I did not Kt admission lo 
Llectronics Lngincering in Ifr Sol joined BITS Pilam 
I lust a big chance because I was late m my decision 
You should not loose any chance Gel the book now 
You will feelgood knowing that you are making one of 
the best insestments for belter educaiionAob,career 
Imagine the day when sou get success Your friends 
and relatives come lo your house In eongralulate you 
You leel pride of your achievement And sure of a 
bright future That day you will really thank me 

31 PAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Just use the hook If you are not fully 1(K)% satisfied 
scud the book in 31 days m its original condition and 
we will post a cheque for your money (minus stamps 
handling) No questions asked 

N >t A. silahlQ lit Aliy Bookshop 
You can gel this book only Irom us by post It is not 
available m any hoiikshop because they do not give 
money hack guarantee 

^<S'j Now tor Only Rs. 95 Save Rs40l 
•' ^ Fieo G'ft'I rrea Postag*'!' 

The price of the book is about Rs 400Tn USA, 
Fngland Canada and Australia But in India Nepal 
and Bhutan it is much less onlyRs 135 Fhebook 
has just been published so we are now offering you a 
discount price of Rs 95 only 
You can order the hook in one of the two ways 

(1) SendRs95 The postage is also FRFF Soioial 
cost toIS Rs 95 only OR 

(2) For VFp send Rs 30 as advance Postage is Rs 1U 
So pav /5 to postman when you get the book 
For VPP tot 11 cost to you is Ks 105 

We will also send you a neauldul color poster of 5>> 
Kvilru as our F rcc gift Sri Yamra is a 5l]XX)-year old 
symbol You like yogis can use it to improve your 
concentration 

So go the hank or post office make your Money 
Order Bank Draft or IPO payable lo Mind Power 
Rese ireh Irislilute Then send it tiutrkl) lo 

Oireetor Mind Power Research Institute 
M 3Mind Power ( kamlitrs II M Seclor4 
Udaipur (Raj) 313001 

Please write sour full iddress with sijic/PIN neatly 
in I nghsh ( API FAl leiicis I or MO please also 
write your address in Imaec tor Communication at 
I the bottom of the MO form 

Pftfnnghtks ktinJP KirHti.ao47Jiwil«lf fW) TWa 





SPECIAL FEATURE—II 


The Waters of Discord 


IliU’i-blttle (//s;»»/(s (HI I till lii'' 
trihulioii of lu'ir wnhi'^ luin huoiin 
Lomman in tlif^ loiiuhii I In Inh^l 
demand in the v ?;<’*- /s Hint foi •^lun iii<^ of 
Yamuna loater-i tin in a i Iniiiiiiiil In in<^ 
Punjab whnh has nddid a lUio dinnn 
Hion to the I'^'^in In/ '’Inkling fin *^tiiti s 
ilaim to a jnnt of Yiiiiiniui lAlahi'- nllo 
rated to Hai i/aiin 

M ost of Imlia s big n\<.Ts flow 
through several States The 
country s ri\ers carry about 1 68\0()() 
million cubic metres of veater eveiy 
year The main nceis ot the 
Himalayan system, both snov\ fed 
and rain-fed arc the Indus, the 
Ganga and the Brahmputra, all of 
them flincing throughout the year 
The Indus has five tributaries— 
Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sut 
le| It runs through the Himalayas, 
then flows into Sindh and finally into 
the Arabian St'a The major rivers of 
the Deccan system are Godavari, 
Krishna, Cauvery, Mahanadi, 
Damodar, Sharavati, Periyar, Nar 
mada and Tapti Being all rain-ted, 
many of them arc reduced to nvulets 
during the summer Of these the Nar¬ 
mada and Cauvery have been much 
in the news because ot the inter State 
disputes o\ er the respective shares of 
the States through v\ hith the rivers 
run 

The affected States recjuire the 
river waters not only foi agriculture 
but also for locating hydro electric 
projects An ironical aspect of the 
water sharing problem is that a con¬ 
siderable part of the waters is still 
being allowed to go waste w hile the 
riparian States continue their dis¬ 
pute’s over their shares of the pn'- 
cious, usable watc*r The disputes and 
the apparently endless haggling has, 
in a couple ot cases rc'ached the 
courts tribunals and commissions 

This implicit parochial posture is 
the very antithesis of national and 
integrated development of each 
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legu'n and of course of the country 
Some years ago, the I AG and the 
UNDI' took up a survey of India s 
water Ic’sourev's and made a proposal 
ot much importance to the region 
Among the suggestions thi'se agen 
CIOS offered was that the utilisation ot 
the counliy s water resources be 
made a Ccntial subject, the various 
Mver systems be linktxl to facilitate 
the tiillost possible use ot the im 
mense vital national asset tor the 
benefit of the entire nation India s 
then Water Rc'sources Minister ad 
dressing a meeting ot the Stale Irriga 
tion Ministers in the mid eighties, 
urged integration of the river basins 
1 arlier, in 1480, the Lnion Ministry of 
Agriculture presented a plan accord¬ 
ing to which 7'i per cent of the total 
cultivable land in the country was to 
be brought under iirigation in a 
de'eade (by 1490) little has been 
heaid about implementation of this 
commendable scheme 

It IS obvious that the aim was 
eminently dc'siiable and iniplemen 
tation ot the proposal would gieatly 
reduce intei State tensions over the 
sharing of river waters The project 
would also help much in reducing 
floods and drought Nor does the 
world as a whole know much about 
the rc'sults of the U N plan for ob¬ 
serving the 1480s as a 'Decade of 
Water" The aim was to ensure the 
supply of drinking water to all areas 
in the developing world But we do 
know that the Central Coveniment 
even now has not been able to pro¬ 
vide jxitable water to all the villages 
in the country 

Higher demands: The focus of 
this article, however, is on inter-State 
w'ater disputes, the demand for a 
higher share bv each State being for 
water urgently needed for irrigation 
purposes Some of the affected States 
have even warnc'd that unlc*ss they 
were given adequate supply of water, 
their irrigated areas would be 


reduced to deserts of wasteland In 
some cases the claims for a share ot 
river water are exaggerated and the 
plea IS politically motivalc’d In fact 
the survival ot certain State govern¬ 
ments lunge's upon their ensuring a 
fair share ot river waters Perhaps the 
most controversial issue of river 
wafer shanng concerns the Cauvery 
which runs through Karnataka, 
lamil Nadu and Union Territory of 
Pondicherry The dispute ovei 
Cauvery wafeis ijiiestion was 
referred to a fnbiiiial aiui ultimate Iv 
had to be taken to the SupiemeC ourt 
Karnataka declined to accept the ver- 
cTict of the Tiibunal while lamil 
Nadu insisted that the liibunal ver 
diet be implemented w ithout (urthc r 
delay The Karnataka (jovernment is¬ 
sued an ordinance to counter in effect 
the tiibunal decision Ihe Central 
Ciovernment after considerable pres 
sure from Tamil Nadu, notifieci the 
verdict in the ga/c'tte thus making it 
fully legal This led to considerable 
resentment in Karnataka and caused 
much violence m which the Tamils 
were the mam victims f liousands ot 
people took refuge in lamil Nadu 
and many Iivc's were lost in the dis 
turbances The Centre had to send 
para-mililary forces to Karnataka to 
quell the noting Initially, Karnataka 
refused to accept the Prime 
Minister's offer to settle the dispute 
through negotiations By the end of 
December, 1441, the number ot 
refugee’s was stated to have nsen to 
70,000 Many of them have since 
returned to their homes 

Ihe negotiations betwi'en Kar¬ 
nataka and Tamil NacTu have con¬ 
tinued over two or three decades 
Even a tentative agreement reached 
some 16 years ago between Kar¬ 
nataka and Tamil Nadu was 
repudiated The tlggneved farmers of 
Tamil Nadu allege that the supply of 
water to their fields has been adver¬ 
sely affected by the construction of 
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SPEaAL FEATUKE—a 


dams on tho tauvery and its 
tnbutarn's in Karnataka territory 

Countless people a^ree that 
water disputi's cannot be resolv ed bv 
/uduial decisions and that such is 
sues should be resobcH.! bv lugotia 
tions and mutual agreements toi 
which third-partv interventions 
vv here often needed But passions run 
high in many inler-Stafc' disputes and 
the prospects ot spicdv settlements 
have leceded in lecc nt vcais 

Constitutional provision; 
foreseeing interstate disputes on 
river waters the Indian C onstitution 
framers laid clow n (/\rticle262) as fol¬ 
low's (I) I’arliamcnl may by law pio 
vide lor the adjudication ot any 
dispute or complaint with respect to 
the use, distribution or control ot the 
wateis ot or m any mtei-State riv eror 
river valley (2) Notwithstanding 
anything m this ( cmstitution, I’arlia 
ment may by law provide that 
neither thi Supreme Court nor anv 
other coLiit shall exercise jurisdiction 
in i espec t ot any such dispute or com 
plaint as is reterrcxl to in clause (1) 

This Article has not, howev er, en- 
suied the settlement of rivei watei 
disputes Nor, iintortunately, has the 
Inter-State Council, set up undei Ai 
tide 2bT ot the Constitution, 
facilitated the settlement ot inter 
State dispute over river waters or 
other matters, sc) fai It is also a pity 
that regional emotions have been 
aiouseti with regarci to iiver wateis 
ot the Krishna and hmgabhadia Ob 
jection was taken in certain quarters 
to the Prime Minister's advice to the 
Andhia Pradesh C.overnment to ex¬ 
pedite the completion ot the TcTegu- 
Ganga Project shoitly ,itter the 
Cauvery interim order was publish 
ed in the olticial ga/etle Was it 
designed to tan regional emotions m 
both Karnataka and Andhra 

Pradesh^ 

Adjudication is cibviously 
rc*duced to a tutile exercise it the ver 
diets bv tribunals and courts are not 
fully implementcxT The outstanding 
case ot successful adjudication by an 
external agency is ot the dispute be¬ 
tween Incha and Pakistan ov'er the 
shaiing of the waters of the Indus 
which was settled through the 
mediation of the World Couit How¬ 


ever, the India-Uangladesh dispute 
ov c'l the Farakka Barrage rc*mains un- 
lesolved despite a sene's ot discus¬ 
sions spread over several years The 
waters of the Cianga are at pre'sent 
being shared by the two countrieb on 
the basis of an ad hoc arrangement 

Ihere is no denying that unless 
all the inler-State disputes w ithin the 
country are settled, tensions and dis¬ 
turbances will continue and all talk 
ot national unity and integration bt'- 
comc s meaningless m such a c ontexl 

I he disputes between UP and 
Bihai, and between U P and Madhya 
Pradesh weie not ni<ijoi ones and 
were amicably lesolvc'd It seemed 
that the dispute ovei the Naimada 
among Madhva Pradesh, 
Mahaiashtra, (aijarat, and also Rajas 
than tci some extent, had been settlexi 
and work on the dam piojcxts had 
begun But the intervention ot the 
ecology votaries and the agitatic^n by 
the people who would be rendercxl 
homeless because ot the dam con¬ 
struction, Icxl by Baba Amte, crc'ated 
complications In rcxcnl months not 
much has Ixx'ii heard ot Baba Amte s 
agitation Presumably the agitation 
has ceascxT to pose a majoi challenge 
oi cause a major uphi'aval, though 
the issuedoes come up now anci then 
diiectlv or indirectly 

Punjab Disputes: Iheie is also 
the Sutlej-Yamuna I ink C iinal project 
designed to provide a share m the 
Ravi Borts waters to flow into 
Haiyana I he issue fcsrmcxl a part ot 
the Rajiv Ciandhi-Sant Longowal ac- 
coid which has never bcx'ii imple- 
mentc'd in lull For political reasons, 
the construction ot the projc'ct in 
Punajb territory has been thwarted 
The Haiyana part ot the canal has 
already bc'en completed 

On lanuary 20, 1092, the Punjab 
Governor (m the absence ot a minis¬ 
try and the legislature) introduced a 
new dimension to the inter-State dis¬ 
pute on river waters by staking the 
State's claim to a part of Yamuna 
waters allocated to Haryana He 
cUiimed that Punjab was entitled to a 
share of 1 48 million acre fc'et (MAF) 
ot the Yamuna waters on the basis ot 
the 60 40 ra tio out of the 2 46 M AF of 
the unutilised surplus waters The 


Gov'ernor suggeste'd that Punjab's 
share of the Yamuna waters be offset 
against the T 8 MAF of Ravi-Beas 
waters allocatcxJ to Haiyana On the 
basis of this allotment Haryana has 
been insisting on spcxxly completion 
of the SYL canal For the first time, 
Punjab has staked its claim to the 
Yamuna waters on the river basin 
principle The C>overnor took objec¬ 
tion to the C entre not inviting Punjab 
to a meeting convened m January, 
1992, by the Centre evn the distribu¬ 
tion of Yamuna waters The par¬ 
ticipants in the meeting were 
1 laryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, U P and 
1 limachal Pradesh T he issue is likely 
to be referred to a tribunal whose 
tei ms ot reference are to be laid down 
bv the Union Cioveinment The 
Governor s .issertion was that Pun¬ 
jab is a major claimant to the iiver 
waters cit Punjab bc'tore the Slate was 
reorganiscxl 

Disputes ovei river waters are 
not common in other countries, 
w herev er they do cu c ur, solutions aie 
found without much delay - except 
in rare cases But despite all the stress 
on national unity m India, mter-State 
disputes over land and water persist 
even after the commissions and 
tribunals have given awards in 
favour of one party or theothc'r This 
indicates the peisistence of narrow 
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AlfllCLe 


Policy Package for Reforming 
Financial Sector 


Has experimentation with 
nationalised banking flopped? What 
financial system reforms are called for in 
the context of the sweeping changes 
being introduced in the industrial and 
trade sectors of the Indian economy to 
salvage the country from the deepening 
economic crisis? These are serious ques¬ 
tions which might raise a national debate 
against the background of the recently- 
released Narasimham committee report 
on banks. This feature is devoted to the 
discussion of this proposition. 

I. Why Refonn Banks 

T owards the end of the sixties, 
India embarked upon 
nationalisation of select private 
banks with a view "to control the 
heights of the economy aftd to meet 
progressively and serve the needs of 
development of the economy in con¬ 
formity with the national policy and 
objectives". 

This marked the beginning of 
major structural changes in the In¬ 
dian banking system. The scope and 
coverage of the public sector banking 
has considerably widened since then. 
The 9-member committee on the 
financial system of India set up in 
August 1991 under the chairmanship 
of Mr M. Narasimham (whose report 
has been tabled in the Parliament on 
December 17, 1991) has applauded 
the "commendable progress made by 
the Indian banking and financial sys¬ 
tem in extending its geographical 
spread and functional reach". 

Despite the remarkable progress, 
it has been a traumatic experience as 
the committee has diagno^ most of 
the public sector banks as 
'iTankrupt". Serious weaknesses as 
reflected in a decline in productivity, 
profitability and efficiency have 
emerged in the financial system. The 
Narasimham panel has made a num¬ 
ber of recommendations to initiate 


sweeping changes in the functioning 
of the public sector banks as also the 
development financial institutions. 

The proposed reforms are 
needed not only to restore health of 
the financial sector but also to make 
them an integral part of the macro- 
economic adjustment programme 
recently launched by the new regime. 
The highlights of the remedial 
measures rtvommended by the panel 
are listed below. 

H. Major Recommendations 

(1) Directed investment: The 
Narasimham report points out that 
two factors for the deterioration in 
the performance of banks and finan¬ 
cial institutions are: (a) directed in¬ 
vestment; and ib) directed credit 
programmes. 

In regard to the directed invest¬ 
ment, it is suggested by the commit¬ 
tee that the Statutory Liquidity Ratio 
(SLR) should not be deployed as an 
instrument for funding the public 
sector enterprises To achieve the tar¬ 
geted reduction m fiscal deficit to 6.‘i 
per cent of gross domestic product in 
1991-92 for macro-economic stability, 
the panel recommends phased reduc¬ 
tion of SLR from 38.5 per cent 
(average) to 25 per cent over a five- 
year period. Also, the Cash Reserve 
Ratio (CRR) at 25 per cent (including 
10 per cent incremental CRR from 
May 4 last) should be progressively 
brought down from its present level. 

(2) Priority sector The directed 
credit programmes like the soft loans 
for the priority sector has also con¬ 
tributed to the fall in efficiency, 
productivity and profitability of 
banks, although such programmes 
have admittedly played a useful pur¬ 
pose. The committee, therefore, sug¬ 
gests that the priority sector should 
be re-defined and the credit target 


fixed at 10 per cent of the aggregate 
credit as against the existing floor 
limit of 40 per cent of aggregate ad¬ 
vances. In the revised target group, 
the medium and laige farmers and 
the larger among the small in¬ 
dustries, including transport 
operators etc would be excluded. 
With the proposed limitation of the 
directed investment, the fiscal deficit 
would decline. 

(3) Interest rate de-regulation; 

The committee prefers de-regulation 
of the interest rates, although for the 
present the interest rates on bank 
deposits may continue to be regu¬ 
lated. It may be pointed out that de¬ 
regulation of interest rates can only 
follow success in fiscal deficit. 

Meanwhile, the concessional in¬ 
terest rates may be phased out. Even 
the Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) 
should have the interest rate struc¬ 
ture in line with that of the commer¬ 
cial banks in order to improve the 
viability of their operations. It may be 
stated that the RRBs are proposed to 
do 'universal' banking like the com- 
1 mercial banks. 

(4) Re-structuring banks: The 
committee recommends re-structure 
of the banks to evolve a four-tier pat¬ 
tern comprising (a) 3 or 4 large banks 
which could bwome international in 

j character, including the State Bank of 
' India; (b) 8 to 10 national banks with 
a network of branches throughout 
the country, (c) Local or region- 
specific banks; and id) Rural banks 
(including RRBs) whose operations 
should be confined to the rural areas 
for financing agriculture and allied 
activities but they may be allowed to 
do all types of banking business. 

(5) Growth of banks: The 
report suggests far-reaching policy 
measures for the growth and diver¬ 
sification of the banking industry. 
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The^f include a ban on further bank 
nationalisation to help more dynamic 
private banks to grow; non-dis- 
criminatory treatment between the 
private and the public sector banks; 
free entry (exit?) to new piivate 
banks; abolition of licensing for 
branch banking; establishment of 
branch offices or subsidiaries of 
foreign banks which should be 
treated as the domestic banks are. 

(6) Computerisation: On the 
most controversial question of com¬ 
puter-use in the banking services, the 
committee maintains that "com¬ 
puterisation should be recognised as 
an indispensable tool for improve¬ 
ment in customer service, the institu¬ 
tion and operation of better control 
systems, greater efficiency in infor¬ 
mation technology and the better¬ 
ment of the work environment. 

(7) Staff Recruitment: The 
panel is opposed to centralised sys¬ 
tem of recruitment of officers or 
recruitment through Banking Service 
Recruitment Boards and suggests 
that individual banks should be free 
to recruit. The committee is critical of 
politicisation of appointments made 
in the higher echelons of banks and 
observes that professionalism and in¬ 
tegrity should be prime considera¬ 
tions for such appointments. 
De-politicLsation of appointments is, 
thus, of essence, for improvement of 
performance of banks. 

(8) Administrative reform: In¬ 
dependence and autonomy in ad¬ 
ministrative affairs of banks should 
form the guiding features of the over¬ 
regulated and over-administered 
banking system in the country. The 
committee holds the view that the 
duality of control over the banking 
system should end and that the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) should 
be the primary agency for the regula¬ 
tion of the banking system. The im¬ 
plication of this is that the banking 
division of the ministry of finance 
should be wound up. For the super¬ 
visory function over the banks, the 
committee suggests a separate quasi- 
autonomous body under the aegis of 
the RBI. 

(9) Liberalised capital market: 
The committee votes against the 


present restrictions on capital market 
operations and strongly favours sub¬ 
stantial and speedy liberalisation of 
the capital market by opening it up to 
foreign portfolio investment. 

it may be said in conclusion that 
the Nfarasimham committee recom¬ 
mendations are in conformity with 
the macro-economic adjustment 
policies announced during the 
second half of the year 1991. 
Autonomy, integrity, liberalisation 
and flexibility of banking are key 
words of the committee report. De¬ 
regulation of the financial sector 
would enable it to forge closer links 
with the global financial markets and 
give India a competitive edge to ex¬ 
ploit the international opportunities 
for the Indian trade, industry and 
finance. 

III. Comments 

N their dissenting notes. Prof 
Mrinal Datta Chaudhuri and Pnif 
Manu Shroff maintain that the 
recommendations of the Narasim- 
ham committee do not go far enough 
in converting the financial sector 
from a plaything of politics to a 
dynamic, efficient entity. To rectify 
this weaknes.s, the committee has em¬ 
phasized de-politicisation of staffing 
the banks. The recommendation for 
distancing the State from the banks 
and financial institutions is in¬ 
tended to advance the process of 
liberalisation. 

The directed investment and the 
directed credit programmes have, as 
pointed out by the committee, eroded 
profitability, flexibility, productivity 
and efficiency of the banks and finan¬ 
cial institutions. The committee's cor¬ 
rectives for this are in keeping with 
the liberalisation ethos. The slashing 
down of credit for the priority sector 
will help reduce the fiscal deficit 
which is so necessary for the health of 
the economy. The pruning of the 
priority sector to keep down lending 
at the current level of ten per cent of 
aggregate advances is not an anti¬ 
poor move. 

The suggestion to encourage 
opening of the private banks and the 
foreign banks is inconsistent with the 
past policies. So is the decision to ban 
further bank take-over. The advo¬ 


cates of the public sector and the op¬ 
ponents of foreign banks' entry into 
India for banking business do not 
welcome it although the committee is 
moving with new trends as reflected 
in the economic reforms. In fur¬ 
therance of the new approach, the 
committee has rightly recommended 
a "level playing field for all the exist¬ 
ing banl« and the removal of entry 
barriers for the new ones". 

Notably, the Narasimham com¬ 
mittee does not propose privatisation 
of the public sector banks. The 
present government, too, has made a 
similar declaration to allay the un¬ 
founded fears of the bank employees. 
It bears re-iteration that the commit¬ 
tee wants the government to keep off 
from the banks and to allow them to 
function in an environment of com¬ 
plete autonomy. 

The reduction in the SLR and the 
CRR recommended by the committee 
may result in excessive liquidity and 
thus aggravate inflation. India, with 
over-heated economy, cannot afford 
to take this risk. 

The banking and financial circles 
feel that there is little scope for lower¬ 
ing the SLR for banks, although some 
re-alignment of reserve requirements 
(Rs 88,(X)0 crore as of November 29, 
1991) could be made. 

Computerisation of bank opera¬ 
tions may have the positive effe^ im¬ 
proving consumer service, which has 
deteriorated in the past few years but 
it may have an adverse effect on the 
tempo of employment exasberating 
the already growing unemployment 
situation. The dilemma to com¬ 
puterise or not to computerise cannot 
be resolved easily. One cannot how¬ 
ever ignore the fact that the existing 
foreign banks or the new entrants, if 
any, equipped with sophisticated and 
m^ern equipment, including com¬ 
puters and automatic teller machines 
will marginalise others without such 
machines. 

The Narasimham committee 
report evokes mixed reactions as it 
seeks to overturn the banking policy 
of the past four decades. Prof Mrinm 
D. ChaudhuA says that his efforts 
would be worth their while if the 
reTOrt generates a debate among 
poUticalTeaders. 
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Birth-pangs of New Commonwealth 


Like Coiivnunism itself, the USSR is 
dead. Leaders of 11 former Soviet republics 
on December 21, 1991, signed a historic 
protocol according to ivhich the existence 
of the once mighty and spraivling Soi’iet 
Union xvas ended and the establishment of 
a Cominonuvalth of Independent States 
(CIS) xvas proclaimed. The momentous 
decision xvas taken at Alma-Ata, capital of 
Kazakhistan. A significant declaration xvas 
issued on the occasion 

The neiv leader is Mr Boris Yeltsin 
xvho noxv exercises immense poiver and 
holds the "niiclearbiitton". Theseivn-i/ear 
long regime of Mr Mikhail Gorbachov 
cnaed xvith Ins resignation from the Soviet 
Presidentship There is considerable in¬ 
stability xvrging on chaos and confusion in 
some areas. 

Mr Gorbachov committed many er 
tors of jiidgcnneiit and paid the price foi 
them But fiis successor, Mr Yeltsin, does 
not inspire confidence He lacks the leadei- 
ship qualities "Gorby" pa’sessed. His at¬ 
titude as the President of the large Russian 
republic toxvards other entities xvas ar- 
I ogant The nexv role and the acquisition of 
cHist fmevrs may or may not mould the 
man into an amiable, xvidely acceptable 
leader 

Meanivbile the nexv Commomcvalth 
has been facing tough problems and graxv 
challenges; in fact, it is passing through a 
crisis Its future is uncertain 

/. Gorbachov's Farewell 

N his farewell speech before quit¬ 
ting office, Mr Gorbachov made 
several significant observations. The 
following are extracts from his 
speech "As a result of the newly 
formed situation, creation of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, 1 cease my activities in the post 
of the U.S.S.R. President. 

I am taking this decision out of 
considerations based on principle. 1 
have firmly stood for independence, 
self-rule for nations, for the 
sovereignty of the republics, but at 
the same time for preservation of the 
Union and the unity of the country. 

Events went a different way. The 
policy prevailed of dismembering 
this country and disuniting the State, 


with which 1 cannot agree. Decisions 
of such scale should have been taken 
on the basis of a popular expression 
of will. 

The country was losing perspec¬ 
tive. Everything had to be changed 
radically. I realised that to start 
reforms of such scale was a most dif¬ 
ficult and even a risky thing. But even 
today 1 am convinc^ of the historic 
correctness ot the democratic reforms 
which were started in the spring of 
1985. 

"This siKiety acquired freedom, 
liberated itself politically and 
spiritually, and this is the foremost 
achievement which we have not yet 
understixid completely, because we 
have not learned to use freedom. 
Work of historic significance has been 
accomplished The totalitarian sys¬ 
tem has been eliminated. A 
breakthrough has been achieved on 
the way to democratic changes 

"The movement to a diverse 
economy has started, ec]uality of all 
forms of property is becoming estab¬ 
lished, people who work on the land 
are coming to life again in the 
framework of land reform; farmers 
have appeared, millions of acres of 
land are being given over to people. 
Economic freedom of the producer 
has been legalised and entrepreneur- 
ship, shareholding, privatisation are 
gaining momentum. 

"We live in a new world The 
Cold War has ended, the arms race 
has stopped as has the insane 
militarisaiton which mutilated our 
economy, public psyche and morals 
The threat of a world war has been 
removed. On my part everything was 
done during the transition pericxl to 
preserve reliable control of nuclear 
weapons. 

"The nations and peoples of this 
country gained real freedom to 
choose the way of their self deter¬ 
mination. The search for a democratic 
reformation of the multinational 
State brought us to the threshold of 


concluding a new Union Treaty. It is 
vitally important to preserve the 
democratic achievements of the past 
years. They must not be given up 
under any circumstances, otherwise 
all our hopes for the better will be 
buried." 

II. “Turning point In 
History" 

S President George Bush paid 
warm tributes to Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachov, praising the departihg . 
Soviet President for joining the Wesj!^ 
in a search for peace across the globe., 
While acknowledging Mt 
Gorbachov's departure from the 
world stage as a momentous turning' 
point in history, Mr Bush praised h«(u 
for his courage and leadership as hi$ 
nation dissolved around him. 

President Gorbachov acted bold¬ 
ly and decisively to end the bitter 
divisions of the Cold War and con¬ 
tributed to the remaking of a Europe 
whole and free. Mr Gorbachov's 
revolutionary policies transformed 
the Soviet Union. His policies per¬ 
mitted the peoples of Russia and the 
other republics to cast aside decades 
of oppmssion and establish the foun¬ 
dations of freedom, the US President 
said 

Their partnership led to unprece¬ 
dented cooperation in repelling Iraqi 
aggression m Kuwait, in bringing 
peace to Nicaragua and Cambria, 
and independence to Namibia. Mr 
Gorbachov's participation in those 
events is "his legacy to his country 
and to the world", and they assure 
him an honoured place in history, the 
President said and praised Mr Gor¬ 
bachov as a man of peace 

USA wants Russia to retain N- 
arms: US Secretary of State James 
Baker expects the powerful Russian 
federation to be the only former 
Soviet republic to retain nuclear 
weapons His remarks, made -on 
December 20, appeared to contradict 
earlier statements by Ka/akhistan , 
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President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
that the Central Asia republic might 
' also retain some nuclear arms. 

Ukraine, Byelorussia and Ka/ak- 
histan had pledged to sign the inter¬ 
national Nuclear Non-proliferation 
' Treaty (NPT) as non-nuclear powers, 
indicating that they intended to get 
rid of their nuclear weapons. Russia, 
which saw itself as the logical succes¬ 
sor to the Soviet Union, would 
remain a nuclear power. 

But Mr Nazarbayev indicated 
after talks with Mr Baker in the 
Kazakh capital, Alma Ata, that his 
republic and Russia would both 
retain nuclear weapons. 

Coup warning: Hours before 
President Gorbachov tendered his 
resignation, Mr Eduard 
Shevardnadze warned of the pos¬ 
sibility of a coup. He was very ap¬ 
prehensive. "1 do not know what to 
call it—a putsch, an uprising or an 
explosion, but the threat is still as 
great." 

The most serious development 
appeared to be Russian Vice-Presi¬ 
dent Alexander Rutskoi's blast at Mr 
Boris Yeltsin. 

Mr Rutskoi, who visited Iran on 
a diplomatic mission, has frequently 
been mentioned by the US media as 
the one man who has the authority to 
carry off a coup with the support of 
the Red Army to "save the Soviet 
Union" if he feels that the alternative 
to stem action is chaos. 

Yeltsin blames Gorbachov: The 
Russian President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, 
blamed Mr Mikhail Gorbachov 
towards the end of December for the 
economic crisis facing the former 
Soviet Union. In an interview to 
"Newsweek", Yeltsin said he did not 
foresee any food riots or another 
coup attempt by the army 

Mr Gorbachov began driving 
him out when he began telling him 
that Perestroike was a mistake. "If we 
had followed the course that we are 
following today, we would have 
overcome the economic crisis—the 
catastrophic situation of our 
people—a long time ago", he said. 

According to Mr Yeltsin, Mr Gor¬ 
bachov wanted to combine things 
that cannot be combined. He wanted 
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to marry a hedgehog and a grass 
snake, communism and market 
economy, public property and 
private property ownership, th« 
multi-party system and the Com¬ 
munist Party with its monopoly on 
power. 

"But the.se things are incom¬ 
patible. He wanted to retain some of 
the old things while introducing new 
reforms. In his latest mistake he 
wanted our country to be a single 
State. That is impossible, but he 
decided to shek to his illusions and 
bide his time." 

III. Sequence of Events 

HE following is a chronology of 
major events while Mr Gor¬ 
bachov led the Soviet Union. 

March 11,1985: Gorbachov was 
named General Secretary of the 
Soviet Communist Party following 
death of Kon.stantin Chemenkov. 

February, 1986: Gorbachov pro¬ 
posed extensive restructuring of the 
Soviet society or "Perestroika". 

December 8, 1987: Gorbachov 
met US President Ronald Reagan in 
Washington and signed Inter¬ 
mediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty that banned ground-based 
missiles with ranges of480-5,600 km. 
The treaty went into effect on June 1, 
1988. 

May 15, 1988: The Soviet Union 
began withdrawal of troops from Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

October 1: Gorbachov replaced 
Mr Andrei Gromyko as Chairman of 
Presidium of Supreme Soviet. 

May 15, 1989: Gorbachov 

visited China, ending stand-off be¬ 
tween Moscow and Beijing that 
began in early 1%0&. 

May 25: Gorbachov was elected 
Chairman of Supreme Soviet by Con¬ 
gress of People's Deputies. 

February 5,1990: Gorbachov of¬ 
ficially propos^ multi-party politi¬ 
cal system and introduction of 
executive State presidency. 

March 11: Lithuania declared 
independence. Neighbouring Latvia 
and Estonia followed suit. 

March 15: Gorbachov elected 
first Soviet President by Congress of 
People's Deputies. 
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May 31 to June 2: (Sorbadiov in¬ 
itiated agreement with US President 
George Bush in Washington that led 
to strategic arms reduction treaty 
(START), reducing long-range 
nuclear arsenals by 30 per cent. 

October 15: Gorbachov named 
winner of 1990 Nobel Peace Prize. 

November 17: Gorbachov ur¬ 
ged signing of new Union treaty 
which would redefine relations be¬ 
tween Kremlin and goyemments of 
republics. 

March 17: Union treaty ap¬ 
proved in nationwide referendum. 

April 16-20: Gorbachov became 
first Soviet leader to visit Japan and 
hold talks with Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu. 

June 12: Boris Yeltsin wins Rus¬ 
sian federation's first presidential 
election. 

July 17: Gorbachov became first 
Soviet leader to attend the G-7 sum¬ 
mit of leading industrialised 
countries. He agreed with Mr Bush 
on all aspects of START treaty. 

July 26: Communist leaders 
overwhelmingly approved Gor¬ 
bachov's new party platform, aban¬ 
doning decades of Marxist rule. 

July 31: Gorbachov signed 
START treaty in Moscow with Mr 
Bush. 

August 19: Gorbachev was 
removed from presidency by 
hardline communist junta. A national 
state of emergency was declared. 

August 21: Coup failed, Gor¬ 
bachov returned to Moscow. 

August 24: Gorbachov resigned 
as head of Communist Party and 
urged it be disbanded. 

September 2: US formally 
recognised Baltic republics. 

September 6: Soviet Union 
recognised Baltics independence. 

October 1: Twelve remaining 
Soviet republics agreed to form new 
economic union. 

October 18: Gorbachov and 
presidents of eight Soviet republics 
signed treaty t« create economic 
union. 

November 4: Ukraine agreed to 
join 12 remaining Soviet republics in 


new economic union. 

November 14: Seven Soviet 
republics agreed in principle on new 
Union treaty. 

December 1: Ukrainians voted 
overwhelmingly for independence in 
referendum. 

December 3: Gorbachov issued 
appeal for renwining Soviet republics 
to sign political treaty with Kremlin 
or face poverty and collapse. 

December 8: Russia, Ukraine, 
Byelorussia declared Soviet Union 
dead and agreed to form Common¬ 
wealth of Independent States. 

December 17: Gorbachov and 
Yeltsin agreed on dissolution of the 
Soviet Union by the end of 1991. 

December 21: Eleven of 12 
republics sign accord on formation of 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States. 

December 25: Gorbachov an¬ 
nounced resignation as Soviet Presi¬ 
dent. 

IV. Alma-Ata Declaration 

HE heads of 11 republics which 
on December 21 constituted a 
new Commonwealth of Independent 
countries, thus disbanding the Soviet 
Union, issued the following Declara¬ 
tion: 

The independent republics of 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Byelorussia, 
Kazakhistan, Kuigizia, Moldavia, the 
Russian federation, Tadzikhistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Uk¬ 
raine. 

Seeking to build democratic, law- 
governed States, the relations be¬ 
tween which will develop on the 
lines of mutual recognition and 
respect for State sovereignty and 
sovereign equality, the inalienable 
right to self-determination, prin¬ 
ciples of equality and non-inter¬ 
ference in internal affairs, the 
rejection of the use of force, and 
economic and any other methods of 
pressure, a peaceful settlement of dis¬ 
putes, respwt for human rights and 
freedoms, including the rights of na¬ 
tional minorities, a conscientious ful¬ 
filment of commitments and other 
generally recognised principles and 
standards of international law. 

Recognising and respecting each 


other's territorial integrity and the in¬ 
violability of the existing borders, 
believing that the strengthening of 
the relations of friendship, good 
neighbourliness and mutually ad¬ 
vantageous cooperation which has 
deep historic roots, meets the basic 
interests of nations and promotes the 
cause of peace and security. 

Being aware of their respon¬ 
sibility for the preservation of civilian 
peace and inter-ethnic accord, being 
loyal to the objectives and principles 
of agreement on the creation of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, are making the following 
statement: 

"Cooperation between members 
of the Commonwealth will be carried 
out in accordance with the principles 
of equality through coordinating in¬ 
stitutions formed on a parity basis, 
and operating in the way established 
by the agreements between the mem¬ 
bers of the Commonwealth, which is 
neither a State nor a super State struc¬ 
ture. 

In order to ensure international 
strategic stability and security, allied 
command of the military, strategic 
forces and a single control over 
nuclear weapons will be preserved, 
the sides will respect each other's 
desire to attain the status of a non¬ 
nuclear and (or) neutral State. 

The Commonwealth of Inde¬ 
pendent States is open, with the 
agreement ol all its participants, to 
the States—members of the former 
Soviet Uijion, as well as other States 
sharing the goals and principles of 
the Commonwealth, which may join 
it. 

The allegiance to cooperation m 
the formation and development of 
the common economic space and all 
European and Eurasian markets is 
being confirmed. 

With the formation of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Independent States the 
Union of the Socialist Republics 
ceases to exist. 

Member-States of the Common¬ 
wealth guarantee, in accordance with 
their constitutional procedures, the 
fulfilment of international obliga¬ 
tions stemming from the treaties and 
agreements of the former USSR. 
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V. Republics to have own 
Armies 

L eaders of the new common¬ 
wealth of Independent countries 
have failed to preserve a unified con¬ 
ventional force and let member- 
States form their own armies in a 
compromise on the most divisive 
issue facing their young alliance. The 
Army feels it b being tom apart. 

Still, heads of the 11 former 
Soviet republics, agreed on Decem¬ 
ber 31 on a permanent unified com¬ 
mand over the former Soviet Union's 
27,000 nuclear warheads. They also 
ironed out some economic policies. 
Under the agreement, each State in 
the Commonwealth will be allowed 
to have its own army. The States may 
also opt to let the commander of the 
Commonwealth's joint nuclear forces 
control former Soviet troops on their 
territory. Azerbaijan, Moldavia and 
Ukraine have said they want to form 
their own armies. The other member- 
States, including Russia, will take 
part in the unified command over the 
troops. 

Mr Yeltsin hailed the agreement 
on nuclear control as the most impor¬ 
tant achievement at the meeting that 
was expected to be divided over 
military issues. The leaders have in¬ 
sisted that no one President will 
dominate the Council. Mr Yeltsin, 
whose republic is the central pillar of 
the Commonwealth, has stated 
repeatedly that the members will be 
"equal among equab". 

The mixed results from the meet¬ 
ing showed that the Commonwealth, 
while facing many sticky problems, 
managed to pass the first test of its 
survival on the ruins of the old Soviet 
Union. The leaders agreed on the 
principles of common tariff and 
transportation systems, and agreed 
to reconstitute the existing State 
television and radio monopoly as a 
Commonwealth-wide broadcasting 
network. The leaders also created a 
separate council of the republics' 
Prime Ministers. 

But deep divisions continued 
over economic policy. Byelorussia an¬ 
nounced it would free prices on most 
consumer goods the day after Russia 
did a similar step. The European 
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Community said in Brussels that it 
was recognising the Ukraine and 
seven other former Soviet republics. 

VI. Nuclear-Weapons 
Problem 

HERE has justifiably been 
worldwide concern over the pos¬ 
session and possible misuse of the 
27,000 odd nuclear weapons which 
the former Soviet Union possessed. 
The position regarding these 
weapons has varied, though not 
sharply, during the past few weeks. 

According to the latest available 
reports, the distribution of nuclear 
weapons was, and continues to be, as 
follows; Russia 19,000; Ukraine 4,000; 
Kazakhistan 1,800; Byelorussia 1250; 
Lithuania 325; Georgia 320; Azer¬ 
baijan 300, Estonia 270; Armenia 200, 
Latvia 185; Turkmenistan 125; Uz¬ 
bekistan 105; Moldavia 90; Tadzikhis- 
tan 75; Kurgizia 75. 

On December 17, 1991, Mr Boris 
Yeltsin, the Russian President, as¬ 
sured the US Secretaiy of State, Mr 
James Baker, that all the 27,000 
nuclear weapons would be put under 
strict control. He also envisaged that 
a single authority would take charge 
of all strategic and nuclear weapons. 
Three of the republics possessing 
nuclear weapons have promised to 
destroy these arms, leaving Russia as 
the only nuclear State from the 
splintering Soviet Union. The three 
republics that would relinquish 
nuclear weapons are Ukraine, 
Byelorussia and Kazakhistan. All 
four would join the international 
Non-proliferation Treaty. 

"Nuclear Button": Until he 
resigned the post of Soviet President, 
Mr Gorbachov held the command 
chain, notably for strategic missiles. 
The next in line were the Minister for 
Defence and the Chief of General 
Staff. The Permission Command was 
through three separate codes. Imme¬ 
diately after his resignation, Mr Gor¬ 
bachov handed over the black box 
containing the “nuclear button" to 
Mr Yeltsin. 

The problem indeed is not so 
much of security as of command and 
control systems. These constitute 
much more than a Presidential but¬ 
ton. They are, as elsewhere, a vast 


system of warning stations, monitor¬ 
ing and command built up over four 
decades in an effort to ensure the 
maximum possible security. 

All of the command control net¬ 
work leads to Moscow but not every¬ 
thing, as far as is known, directly to 
the President. The apex of the com¬ 
mand system is believed to be more 
diffuse than in the West. While the 
senior poll deal figure cannot launch a 
strike without the military, the latter 
could probably do so without the 
President after a general consensus 
among ranking fibres. 

The abundance of nuclear 
weapons in the territory now known 
as the Commonwealth of Inde¬ 
pendent countries and their distribu¬ 
tion certainly poses a threat to the 
West. Senator Sam Nunn, who head 
the Arms Services Committee and is 
believed to be the most influential 
member of the US Congress on 
Security issues, recently called for an 
urgent top level initiative to send 
money and technicians from the US 
and its allies to begin the process of 
disarming Soviet warheads. The US 
Senator has urged that western 
governments should insist on estab¬ 
lishing a time frame for disabling 
stocking and disarming Soviet war¬ 
heads that no longer serve defence 
purposes. But it is believed that dis¬ 
mantling the bulk of the Soviet war¬ 
heads would take a decade. The task 
IS beyond the capacity of Soviet tech¬ 
nicians. They have never dismantled 
a nuclear warhead successfully and 
have no system for disposing of the 
fissionable material. For that western 
funds and expertise technicians will 
be needed. A bill has been sponsored 
in the US Congress for 5(W million 
dollars to help neutralise Soviet 
nuclear weapons as a step towards 
enhancing US national security. But 
White House has not taken any ac¬ 
tion so far. The Senator has also sug¬ 
gested that Washington should join 
with allied nations including Ger¬ 
many and Italy and Britain, to mount 
a broad effort to prevent Soviet and 
expertise from falling into ffie hands 
of ethnic factions of "rogue govern¬ 
ments". 

Unified control of N-aims: Rus¬ 
sian President Boris Yeltsin on 


December 29 reiterated his position 
that strategic nuclear weapons 
should come under unified control 
and that there should be a single com¬ 
mand structure for Commonwealth 
armed forces. 

"We will have to agree on unified 
armed forces, on their struchue and 
interaction and on unified control 
over strategic nuclear weapons", Mr 
Yeltsin said in Moscow. They should 
also reach an agreement what to do 
with the land forces in the States 
which are now independent. The 
majority of their leaders favour a 
single command for the armed forces 
of the Commonwealth countries. 

While Ukraine and Belarus have 
said they would like to be nuclear- 
free States, Kazakhistan has asserted 
it would keep nuclear weapons as 
long as Russia keeps them. Ukraine is 
also unhappy at Russia taking over 
all the seats held by the former Soviet 
Union. 

VII. Challenge for India 

HE changes and developments in 
the former USSR evidently call for 
an overhaul of India's foreign policy 
because many of the policy's basic 
postulates and features were closely 
linked with India-Soviet Union rela¬ 
tions. Henceforth, for many years to 
come, India may not be able to 
depend on the countries formerly 
constituting the Soviet Union—to the 
extent to which it has been doing up 
to the last quarter of 1991. Until the 
situation in the new Commonwealth 
stabilises and a clear picture emerges, 
India will not be able to take firm 
decisions in this regard. It is, how¬ 
ever, obvious that this country will 
have to maintain the best of relation¬ 
ship with the republics. 

It is clear that the 1971 Treaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation between 
India and the USSR, recently 
renewed for another 20-year period, 
has now become almost irrelevant. 
The policy understandings will have 
to be re-negotiated. 

Meanwhile new opportunities 
for trade, investment and other 
economic relations will have to be es¬ 
tablished as best as is possible in the 
circumstances. In fact, it has been 
rightly stated that the easiest solution 
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to the complex problem raised by the 
Soviet fragmentation is expansion of 
economic relations. It n^s to be 
noted that the Western countries are 
already moving ahead to encourage 
business contacts in spite of the 
political risks implicit in any under¬ 
standing at the present juncture. 

It is significant that Russia, the 
successor State, on December 27 
described India's recognition of 12 
republics of the erstwhile Soviet 
Union as a "bold and timely step" 
and hoped that a summit meeting be¬ 
tween Mr Yeltsin and Indian Prime 
Minister Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
early in 1992, would boost and give a 
fillip to their already existing friendly 
ties. 

"India is our closest friend. Apart 
from political motives, friendship 
with India has become a deep-rooted 
tradition", according to the Minister 
Counsellor of the Russian Federation 
embassy in India. But these words are 
a part of the usual diplomatic cour¬ 
tesies and do not necessarily convey 
firm commitments. 

The Russian diplomat ^dded that 
as a prelude to the summit, the two 
sides would have high-level discus¬ 
sions in Moscow early in the new 
year to sort out problems which had 
accumulated m the past. Mr Yeltsin 
has promised to visit India soon. 

Referring to the Indo-Soviet 
Friendship Treaty, the Embassy 
spokesman said the Russian Federa¬ 
tion was committed to all interna¬ 
tional treaties and obligations. We 
have been maintaining clc»e contacts 
with India and there has been no 
misunderstanding between the two 
countries. He hoped that pioliHcal, 
economic and scientific cooperation 
would reach new heights and the 
level of cooperation would increase 
in future. 

There are some problems in trade 
matters, like the rupee-rouble issue, 
which are likely to be solved soon. 
Due to this problem, many joint ven¬ 
tures could not materialise. The debt 
problem will also come up for discus¬ 
sion. Whether this problem will be 
taken up with the Russian Federation 
or other republics, is a question to be 
resolved by the Commonwealth very 
soon. 


The Ukraine President, Mr 
Leonid Kravchuk, said on December 
19 that 'India will enjoy high and 
spedal" priority in the foreign policy 
of independent Ukraine. During a 
talk with the Indian Ambassador to 
Moscow, Mr Alfred Gonsalves, the 
Ukraine Foreign Minister said his 
country would maintain its historical 
ties with India on a direct basis and 
he was keen on signing an agreement 
on trade, project cooperation and 
defence supplies. In addition with 
the commercial agreement, Ukraine 
is willing to sign a shipping and 
banking agreement. Ukraine is a 
major supplier of steel, power and 
coal equipment to India. 

Some major problems for India 
would arise if the nationalities in¬ 
tegrated into the Russian republic 
seek autonomy or independence 
through violence if the independent 
Islamic republics become restless. 
There would then be intolerable in¬ 
stability close to India and arouse 
passions among religious fundamen¬ 
talists and unprincipled opposibon 
pohbdans in India who often make 
attempts to embarrass the Govern¬ 
ment of India on any pretext, regard¬ 
less of the danger to the country's 
interests. 

Impact on defence set-up: Ac¬ 
cording to a close observer of India's 
defence set-up, the collapse of the 
Soviet Union is causing nightmares 
to the defence planners, especially 
those handling the problem of ensur¬ 
ing a regular supply of spares for the 
equipment-suppli^ by the former 
Soviet Union. Until the close of 1991, 
India relied on the former U.S5.R. for 
the supply ot a wide variety of 
weapons. The defence supplies came 
from different centres now scattered 
among various republics over a wide 
area. 

The smooth functioning of the 
top-line weapons and eq^uipment 
systems is now endangered because 
of the latest developments in the 
former Soviet Union. It needs to be 
noted that among the systems facing 
the problems of spares are; the entire 
ground- based air defence system, ar¬ 
moured personnel carriers (AlXTs), a 
large percentage of main battle tanks, > 
air force missiles, reconnaissance and I 


transport planes and helicopters of 
all varieties. The tanks and APC fac¬ 
tories are in Ukraine and Belarus; the 
air force infrastructure is more wide¬ 
ly distributed among the republics. 
The MiG aircraft units are in Russia; 
some types of aircraft are manufac¬ 
tured in Ukraine and some others (IL 
scries) are in Tashkent. Centrally 
negotiated transactions seem unlike¬ 
ly in the present conditions, notably 
the absence of accord among the new 
Commonwealth members. 

Moreover, there is the question of 
payments and the terms of supply. 
Russia has expressed opposition to 
aid in defence of any country. So it 
will have to be on a purely commer¬ 
cial and cash basis. 

Military experts say the major 
problem envisaged is in indigenous 
manufacture of critical assembly and 
sub-assembly spares. Since the prob¬ 
lem of ensunng defence supplies has 
become serious, perhaps it would be 
safer to negotiate purchase of sup¬ 
plies, as far as possible, from East 
European countries like Poland and 
CzecKoslovakia rather than the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
countries. The former are likely to be 
more dependable; the latter are in 
any case shaky and in a fluid state. 
The difficulty is that the republics 
want to buy goods for rupees but 
they do not want to sell goods for 
rupees; hence they owe India some 
Rs 1900 crore. Since India herself has 
grave economic difficulties, it cannot 
finance the transactions with the 
republics. Economists urge a more 
realistic rupee-rouble exchange rate. 
Perhaps the republics will take an ac¬ 
commodating stand on this issue at 
this juncture 

VIII. Future of Yeltsin and 
C’wealth 

R Yeltsin, the political successor 
of Mr Gorbachov, was mistaken 
in thinking that by occTjpying the 
Kremlin he would automatically be¬ 
come a great hero and the unques¬ 
tioned leader of the new 
Commonwealth. He has to face many 
formidable challenges, the chief 
being the hungry and devastated 
Russia. In fact his ascent to power 
and transitory supremacy, it is feared 
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by many of hib own close friends and 
others, as having come at a most un¬ 
favourable moment. 

The prices are soaring (these 
were freed of all controls on lanuary 
2, 1992, and since then there lias been 
complete liberalisation, llie Russian 
Government has reassured the poor 
sections—and they constitute quite a 
number—that it would keep prices of 
most essential articles and services 
under control, but there are grave 
doubts about this matter There is 
growing frustration, misgivings 
about the future and about the 
capacity of the Commonwealth to 
deliver the goods. The new leaders 
will of course rely on the West for 
baling them out of their numerous 
economic difficulties, but how help¬ 
ful it proves remains to be seen. 

One factor that counts a great 
deal is the size of the landmass of the 
new Commonwealth and the mag¬ 
nitude of the problem of resaiing 
millions of people from misery, fluge 
funds are required for rehabilitahon 
and other purposes. American ex¬ 
perts estimate that a smooth transi¬ 
tion of the former Soviet Union to the 


market would require over 1,500,000 
million dollars. This amount the 
western countries would find it dif¬ 
ficult to mobilise There is consider¬ 
able instability in the new political 
entity. It is improbable that big inves¬ 
tors would go there to expedite 
economic recovery. 

Moreover, ther^ are reasons to 
believe that the former republics do 
not fully trust Mr Yeltsin. Mr Gor¬ 
bachov had glamour and a halo 
around him This Mr Yeltsin lacks. Mr 
Gorbachov was an internationalist, 
but Mr Yeltsin seems more concerned 
with his own republic of Ku.ssia. The 
relations with Ukraine where 11.5 
million ethnic Russians live, will also 
be a challenge. Countless people fear 
that Mr Yeltsin's presidency will be 
more turbulent than the Gorbachov 
era. Mr Yeltsin, by habit and nature, 
IS arrogant. He might seek to become 
totalitarian and a Super-President. 

Communism is dead To fill the 
"vacuum", the western leaders, in¬ 
cluding industrialists, may strive to 
transform the former communist 
republics into c^italist democracies. 
The US-based Peace Corps has al¬ 


ready planned to send about 500 
volunteers to the republics during the 
next two years to promote capitalism. 
The volunteers would help establish 
private business ventures, teach 
English and promote environmental 
concerns. 

Disintegration in the former 
Soviet bloc countries is also believed 
to pose a major threat to Europe be¬ 
cause the worsening economic 
climate is likely to lead to an exodus 
to the West. The Poli^ Defence Min¬ 
ister has already cautioned that poor 
economic conditions, coupled with a 
harsh winter, could spark dangerous 
developments—not a military threat 
but an uncontrolled population 
migration affecting not only Poland 
but the entire western Europe. 

In military terms, a Vice-Admiral 
said in an interview to "Janes's 
Defence weekly", the strongest threat 
to Poland and Europe is the loss of 
control over nuclear arms from all the 
republics where the nuclear weapons 
are kept. The effort of the whole 
world should therefore be to guaran¬ 
tee collision-free nuclear disarma¬ 
ment of the republics. 
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AKGUiitimfi^ 


Argumentative Questions on 
Sociai and Economic Problems 


WORLD'S WORST DEMOCRACY 

Q. "India's democracy is in 
many ways the world's worst." Do 
you agree with this view? Give argu* 
ments For and it. 

Ans. A denuxntc]/ meivts a 
of j^oivrnnwnt m whU It all adult citizeus 
slmre ]moer Ihrounli tlu'ir elected repre- 
sentativea. The citizens in a detuoamy 
have full rijfhtt- of dtizensdiip, :tuch as 
freedom of speech, religion, opinion and 
association; there is assertion of the rule 
of law, majority rule accompanied by 
respirt for the fights of the minorities. 
India's democracy has, howeiur, many 
faults uhich are not so prominent in 
western demoi racies such as those of the 
USA and Britain, in our set-up there are 
many dislincthv features tiK>. and these 
bring us much credit. But haven't our 
high moral fHistures been eroded'^ 

Arguments For the View 

1. Thj* very first step in India's 
democratic process—that of elec¬ 
tions—is faulty. It is true that in every 
democracy, small or big, any contest¬ 
ant who secures a majority of even a 
few votes wins the election and 
secua^ a seat on the legislature for a 
fixt*d term, or until the legislature is 
dissolved. But in this country the 
multiplicity of candidates virtually 
spoils the process. It has become 
quite common to have five, 10 or even 
morecandidak» for a .single seat. The 
winner claims the seat even if he wins 
one-tenth plus one votes, which 
means that nine-tenths «)f the voting 
electorate gws unrepa^sented The 
"first past the post ' s\s|i ii', is very' 
unfair in the Indian contest. 

2. Acairding to reports emanat¬ 
ing from various sources, the elec¬ 
toral malpra^iccs such ns rigging, 
bogus voting, impersonation and 
vkilence, have spread so rapidly in 
this country, ana to such an extent, 
that our democracy has become fal¬ 


sified and is also tainted with bkxid. 

3. In this country minority 
governments have become quite 
comnuin. The implication is that the 
majority of the people are not repre¬ 
sented in the Government of the day; 
a minority rules year after year. There 
are sharp divisions not only among 
the electorate but also among the 
legislators. This has rightly been 
described as "political dilution". 
When a government enjoys the su^ 
ptirt of only 30 or 35 per cent of tne 
electorate, how can it expect loyalty, 
affection and obedience from the 
majority of 70 or 65 TCr cent adult 
enfranchised voters? "rhis causes dis¬ 
affection and absence of loyalty. 

4. These flaws contribute to the 
confusion, disorder and bedlam in 
Parliament and the State legislatures. 
In such conditions when there is a 
walk-out or uproar inside legislative 
chambers, adequate attention is not 
given to the main task of legislation. 
Legislative proposals are rushed 
through the House in a few minutes. 
Badly drafted, ilI<onsidered laws 
cause further trouble and the 
country's democracy gets a bad 
name. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. The democratic regimes in the 
USA and Britain are exceptions; the 
electorate there is well educated and 
progressive. The scores of democratic 
Institutions elsewhere in the world 
also suffer from the same faults as the 
Indian systmn. In fact, democratic 
regimes in some other continents 
(such as Latin America) ate a blot on 
the fair name of democracy itself. It is 
uncommim to have sfraimt contests 
and a limited number of candidates 
in the field in these defective regimes 
also. 

2. Ouf democracy may be 
having many flaws but it is a 


democracy all the same. In other so- 
called democracies there are so many 
trends towards authoritarianism that 
these cannot be rightly described as 
governments of the ^ople, by the 
people and for the people. They are in 
fact dictatorships masquerading as 
democracies. 

3. In India elections are held 
regularly, though it is true that there 
are several electoral malpractices. In 
many "democracies" elections are 
not held regularly. Authoritarian 
rulers summon legislatures when 
their consent is needed for form's 
sake. Our Parliament meets regular¬ 
ly. Some of the Latin American 
countries continue to be, military 
regimes. India's democriicy is far bet¬ 
ter when compared to the regimes in 
such countries. 

4. As for multiplicity of can¬ 
didates and the unfortunate splitting 
of votes rendering the democratic 
process almost meaningless, the fact 
is that only two or three candidates 
are serious contestants; the Others are 
there either as dummies or are merely 
"also rans", or they only want some 
temporary facilities such as 
telephones and some funds from 
their political parties whose ticket 
they manage to get. 


INDIA—USA'S CLIENT STATE? 

Q. "India is fast becoming a US 
client State and has partly sur¬ 
rendered its soverei^ty." Give ai> 
gumeids For and Against this view. - 

Ans. The recent developments in 
the international arena, especially the 
hreefk-^upofthe Soviet Union, have led to 
closer IndiO’^US relations. The past ten¬ 
sions and miswuflerstandings between 
these two large countries have been for¬ 
gotten; more and more understandings 
mve been r&Klied for mutual benefit jn 
this process of conciliation. Several 


SS8 MARCH 92 CCSMPETlTION MASTER 


" >-v> y 



foreign policy adjnstnwnti have hecn 
made hy the Coivntmeiif of India in 
recent nionlha to unit the into condition'^. 
In fact some of the:v adjiititinenh haw 
gone so far that many critics haiv alleged 
surrender of India's sovereignty to the 
US and certain inleriiational agetnie’. 
such as the World Bank and the IMF. But 
that is regarded hy manu as an mnvar- 
ranted charge. 

Arguments For the View 

1. Since the collapse of the Stn iel 
Union—India's most dependable 
friend and ally—New Delhi has N-nl 
over backw'ards to compiv \Mlh 
Washington's wishes and reach un¬ 
derstandings with its v.irioiis agen¬ 
cies even at the cost ol onr freedom ol 
action and i>ur independence ol 
jiidgenienl. 

2. India's ex{x*clalK>ns are Ilia I 
the US will replace Mohjiw as Ihis 
country's close friend and supporter 
In the unipolar world that lias 
emerged alter the di'-s(>hition ol the 
USSR, the US is the sole giant who 
will hc'nceforth di'lermini" the shape 
of things to come in the internalional 
aama. No w'onder New htelhi \c islies 
to lx‘on thelvst of terms with the US 
and hasgoneoutotits was toachiexe 
the aim. 

3. for many years the Soviet 
Union was the mam supplier ot 
weapons and other mrlitarv 
hardware to India. Now that the 
traditional sourceot arms has virtual¬ 
ly dried up, the hn'iis of earnest atten¬ 
tion has shifted to Washington. 
Although Ihea' are no firm promises 
and commitments to supply 
w’eapons to India, an agrcvmeiit has 
already been reached for militate 
cixiperation. Delegations from tin* 
armed forces and from the defence 
ministry have already v isiled the US 
and held prolonged discussions with 
the officials concerned In the swond 
half of IMMl iherp w.is mmh talk of 
the Kickleighvr proposals under 
which there W'oiilo K* S'rvice to Ser¬ 
vice intiT-action. This airangcnnent 
has been made by the US with severa I 
other countries also but it iv the first 
time India has been inc'liided m the 
list. It may be recalled that in the early 
fifties the Government ol India dis- 
eourappci such military exchangi's. 
The sigmficance of the shift in the 
Stand i)eeds h > be notexi. 


Arguments Against the View 

1. There are no permanent 
friends or permanent enemies in this 
world. Treaties and agrcvments are 
subject to change and modifications 
in accorciance with the changing dr- 
cumstanct's. So there is no sandily 
about the Indo-Soviet Ireaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation, W71, 
which was renewed last August. 'Fhe 
USSR as an entity has ceased to exist; 
instead, there is the new Ct'mmon- 
weallh with Russia as the largest con¬ 
stituent and Mr Boris Yeltsin as its 
head I hi* loiiner Nnici Union is no 
longer in .i po'.ition to fuliil thi* role 
ami Ihe I oinniitment'- it had made. 
Hence the uigent need ol estalv 
hshing new Irieiidships ami the most 
appropriate new all\ is the I S.\ 
w inch can fdl the ca^iium asiio otiier 
country can 

• 2. Inili.i s Di-ieiin* Minister, Mi 

Sliar.id I’av ai, has urged openness ol 
rnlitaty ix i tionslnps not oni\ vsilh 
the LiSA (’111 alsti with other 
countries. *-0 it is not gi'ing to be a 
question of Ivcoming a client Stale of 
one western |xuver (the U^Ai. 

3. This IS the most sniiahlo time 
<nul opportunity of promoting 
lrii*ndl>' lies Pakistan is m> h>nger a 
Host* allv and teiipieiil ol a substan¬ 
tial quota ol eionomii and military 
aid Indo-U^ militarv t»K>peralion 
v\ ould certainly K* in mutual interest, 
notwithstanding the sharp diver¬ 
gence m pen eplions on nuclear mat¬ 
ters, 

4. The limes have changed and 
the US IS no longer a cinintry that 
aitivelv pursues imjx*rialist aims 
Nor dix's it believe in establishing 
colonics, and client States mnv. It has 
presumably learnt a lesson from 
recent dext iopments and the grow¬ 
ing love ot liberty and trecMom all 
round ( lit il Statesha\eceased lobe 
a trend. W'e must not turn ,1 blind eve 
to the new reaiitK’s nor slick to out¬ 
dated ix liels and trends that have 
passes.! into history. 


ROIt OF POLICE IN 
_ DEMOCRACY _ 

Q. "The higliest c'onception of a 
police-force In a dcmiKratic society 
should be .social service, and if this 
is to be realised, there must be a 
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complete reorioitation in the oub 
look and approach of police person¬ 
nel." Give arguments For and 
Against thiVview. 

Ans. Admitteilly, the main task 0} 
the police is enforcement of laxo and order, 
safeguarding property and providh^ 
protection to all citizens. They have hi 
play a fnisilhv ride in the nexe system 
SIX iai defence xvhieh lays mtich empimis 
on the eredtixv ai^peet' While laying Hie 
foundation-stone of a neio Police 
Academy hitilding near Hifderabad op 
lainiary 19.1992, Union Hotw Minister 

S.ft. Chavaii expressi'd himsi'lf against 
Hilling in the Army for tackling laxo and 
Older prolilem>. He said the ^H^Iice fxvcc 
must he reoriented to fully discharge this 
ivsfHmsihditu. There is a profiosal to con¬ 
stitute an expert committee to lix>k info 
oarioiis aspei h of the police force such ds 
adequaiu of its strength, training, 
urafumry. gadgets and communication 
cijuipment. tii’wral commit lets and cotn- 
misswns have reported on thcattitiidesof 
and flaivs in the fxdue force. But these 
liaiv mode little-difference. 

Arguments For the View 

1. StKial service is a ndativciy 
new cTincept of the role of the police. 
Until now, the police was expected to 
confine its funrtions to those of main¬ 
taining law and order, checking 
crime. Service of society in other 
ways is an altogether different line of 
action. No one w'ould deny that for 
this purpose there ought to be com¬ 
plete n<orientation in the outlcKik of 
the polie’emen and officers. 

2. The police personnel W'ork 
under considerable stress and strain. 
The irony is (hat while it seldom gets 
credit tc»r performing its functions 
wc'Il and keeping a large part of 
society fnv of crime, it is promptly 
blamt>d for every lapse or supposed 
lapse. 

3. The menace of terrorism 
poses a lu'W' challenge to society. 
Since the terrorists have the aa- 
vantage t»f possessing the most 
siyphisticated weapons and they arc 
also able tg pick and chcxise their arcfi 
of operation as w'ell as their potentiid 
victims, the police are certainly at a 
disadv.intage; so they have lUJt been 
effective in checking the militants' ac¬ 
tivities. The Army has tg be sum¬ 
moned in cases of communal gr other 
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types of disorder. VWthout equipping 
the police personnel with tne latest 
weapons and giving them adequate 
training in the use of ntodern arms 
and chalking out a new strategy, the 
Government (and the people) should 
not blame the police for the lapses 
and shortcomings. There should be 
complete reorientation in the outkxik 
and approach of both jxilico officers 
and lower categories of personnel 

4. A reform and tiaining 
strategy for the needs of modernisa¬ 
tion should be based on an adequate 
understanding ol the new approach 
that should dominate the scene This 
is necessary in order to ensure that 
the entire set-up lesponds positively 
to the growing challenge of the rapid¬ 
ly changing society. The old tradi¬ 
tions have to be forgotten and the 
jxilice in modem times should have a 
reoriented approach if it is to perform 
its duties effectively and come upto 
the expectations of the Government 
and the people 

Arguments Agai/isf the View 

1. The proposed pattern of train¬ 
ing will not be enough to meet the 
new requirements because of unmis¬ 
takable fall in the general morale ot 
the fxjlice force. What can the process 
of modernisation do if the morale is 
low and if the requisite vigour and 
determination are lacking"^ The 
decline in morale is due to the une¬ 
qual battles the police have been re¬ 
quired to fight, especially the one 
with the well-armed, wily and deter¬ 
mined terrorists. 

2. As long as there is political in¬ 
terference in the posting and 
functioning of the police, there would 
be lack of effectiveness and persisting 
low morale So there is no point in 
merely providing more weapons to 
police personnel as long the 
politicians' pressure and interference 
are not ended 

3. While the training does need 
to be reoriented it is even more im¬ 
portant to streamline the methods of 
recruitment. Somehow persons of the 
requisite qualificzttions, standard and 
status are not being recruited Only a 
minority of the new recruits are alert 
and intelligent while it is necessary to 
ensure alertness and intelligence m 
every policeman, newly recruited or 
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the old ones. 

4. At present there is a profes¬ 
sional bias among policemen to keep 
their structure "closed", like 
restricted trade unions. This should 
be discarded if all-round improve¬ 
ments are to be ensured. 

5. There is so much corruption 
in the police that the entire force 
entrusted with the vital task of main¬ 
taining law and order has become 
notorious for this evil. Not to speak of 
petw criminals, even murderers and 
professional as.saiiants do their dirty 
jobs and merrily get away. 

6. The National Police Commis¬ 
sion and some other bodies have ob¬ 
served that an efficient 
communication system is essential 
for adequate functioning of the force. 
Such a communication system 
should ensure speed, accuracy and 
integrity ot transmission This basic 
requisite is still missing, even though 
some wireless-equipped jeeps and 
cars are now at the disposal of the 
police in cosmopolitan towns 

IS REFERENDUM ADVISABLE? 

Q. "Adoption of the practice of 
holding referendum in India would 
be inadvisable." Give arguments For 
and Against this view. 

Ans. Decades ago, the devices of in¬ 
itiative and referendum xoere introduced 
in some countries, notably Switzerland, 
to overcome some of the defects of indirect 
democracy The practice of referendum 
implied a reference of a major issue to the 
people for aeciston instead of letting the 
legislature decide the matter one way or 
the other In a referendum the people's 
vote IS regarded as final. 

Arguments For the View 

1. Experience of referendums in 
certain countries, especially large 
ones, has shown that this device is 
unworkable. The transfer of power 
from the representatives of the 
people to the masses directly has led 
to wrong decisions, and since the ver¬ 
dict of the people is regaided as irre¬ 
versible, wrong decisions have done 
much harm to the country. 

2. Verdicts by referendum 
would mean decisions by ignorant 
and largely uneducated petmie—the 
masses. While duly elected repre¬ 
sentatives of the people constituting 


the legislature fulfil the prescribed 
qualiHirations, the men and women 
in the sheets have no understanding 
of important problems, The worst 
aspects of democracy would then be¬ 
come manifest with a vengeance. 
India is a huge country in which the 
number of iluterate pmple runs into 
crates. In a referendum no distinction 
is made between educated, 
knowledgeable people and others. 
Ignorant people can oe easily misled 
and misguided by selfish politicians 
through oratory and rhetoric. 

3. In a referendum it is possibe 
only to reject or accept; it is not pos¬ 
sible to amend or select. Besides, a 
referendum generally supports the 
status quo and not radical reforms 
even if these are overdue. 

Arguments Againsf the View 

1. The device of referendum 
would be a check on hasty legisla¬ 
tion Such practices of oirect 
democracy have ensured that vitally 
important measures such as amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution are not 
pushed through without the clear 
consent of the fieople. It is the last and 
sensible step in the process of 
democracy—^rule of the people in the 
real sense. 

2. Members of Parliament and of 
the various State legislatures do not 
mamtain regular and effective touch 
with the people. Because of their 
preoccupations with party politics, 
toppling drives and tne bid for the 
loaves and fishes of office, they ig¬ 
nore the people whose voice is heara 
only after five years—at the time of 
elections. In fact, even m Britain it is 
at times felt that the representative 
system has broken down. 

3. The impression that the In¬ 
dian masses are i^orant is baseless. 
The maturity and innate wisdom of 
the masses have been proved by all 
general elections held in this country 
during the past three decades or so. If 
the voters exercise sound judgement 
in a general election, they can do so in 
a referendum also. Moreover, the 
people at large would vote for a 
measure and a*.principle, not in¬ 
dividuals as such. In a r^rendum 
they have to consider the merits and 
demerits of a single issue, not a 
jumble of issues. 








ECONOMIC SCENE 


Hole of Monetaiv Poltev 

Q. Discuss how the monetary 
policy and the interest rate are being 
harnessed as instruments to meet 
the economic ailments in India. 

Ans. In the context of the 
economic crisis, inherited by the 
present government at the Centre, 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
launched a package of measures to 
correct the balance of payments. Tt is 
aimed at import compression, ac¬ 
celeration of the realisation of export 
proceeds and curbing the aggregate 
demand. 

The bank has raised the interest 
rates on commercial bank deposits as 
well as the loans by a substantial mar¬ 
gin. The re-fmance facility to com¬ 
mercial banks is drastically cut. Thus 
has the RBI introduced^ the tightest 
monetary policy ever. It has attracted 
severe indictment. 

It is argued that the RBI dear 
money pwlicy would only add to the 
existing cost-push inflation rather 
than containing it. To ensure a lower 
effective exchange rate to narrow 
down the yawning current account 
deficit what is needed is a lower infla¬ 
tion rate. The monetary policy is, 
therefore, ill-suited to meet the 
present situation. 

The monetary authorities have 
emphasised tightening of the 
monetaiy and cr^it system through 
the interest rate mechanism supple¬ 
mented with other measures for cur¬ 
tailing aggregate demand. Mr C. 
RangarajOT, former deputy governor, 
RBI, believes that the restrictive 
monetary policy and aggregate 
demand r^uction are the ap¬ 
propriate policies in the prevailing 
economic scenario. 

The RBI approach lays stress on 
aggregate demand management to 

f iuy a greater role in fightiiig infla* 
ion than the aggregate supply 
management. Mr Rangarajan says 


that unless the overall aggregate 
demand is brought dowm, the ad¬ 
vantage of rupee devaluation would 
be eaten away by inflation. 

The increase in interest rate as an 
instrument of monetary policy 
would reduce the quantum of bor¬ 
rowing from the commercial banks 
and through adjustments in the 
levels of production and factor in¬ 
comes. 

The nse in the interest rate will 
affect production only if it results in 
contraction in inventory-holding in 
the long term but may not cause ad¬ 
verse production if such a rise leads 
to better inventory management. 

The increase in interest rate on 
bank deposits operates as an incen¬ 
tive to savers and therefore the higher 
interest rate structuie is needed to at¬ 
tract savings which have started 
declining. 

The interest rate re-structure is 
key to the financial sector reform The 
Narasimham committee on bank 
reforms has made some crucial 
recommendations on this issue. It has 
suggested reduction in the Statutory 
Liquidity Ratio (Sl.R) on incremental 
deposits, de-rcgulation and 
simplification of the interest rate 
structure. Mr Rangarajan is in agree¬ 
ment with the aimmittce The ad¬ 
ministered structure of the interest 
rate has undoubtedly enabled certain 
preferred or priority sectors to bor¬ 
row at cheaper cost or concessional 
rate of interest but, at the same time, 
it has led to certain weaknesses Ac¬ 
cording to Mr Rangarajan, the partial 
de-regulation ot interest rates has dis¬ 
advantaged the banks. Complete de¬ 
regulation of interest rates is equally 
un-desirable economically and unac¬ 
ceptable politically. 

Battling Inflatkm 

Q. Analyse briefly the continu¬ 
ing spurt in the commodity prices. 
What remedial measures has the 


government taken or proposes to . 
take? 

Ans. The Union Rnance Mini¬ 
ster, Dr Manmohan Singh, had 
claimed in July last that his maiden 
budget for 1991-92 was disinflation¬ 
ary. The price scenario during die rix 
post-budget months does ndt sup¬ 
port the claim. 

In a note on inflation, recently*, 
prepared by the finance ministry, 
concern has been expressed over the 
build-up of inflationary pressures: At ' 
the same time, confidence has been 
expressed that the structural reforms * * 
in the areas of industry, trade, public ’ 
sector and the financial systeni 
coupled with strict monetary and fis- 
cal discipline will rein in inflation ‘ 
through imparting dynamism to the 
. growth process and increasing ef¬ 
ficiency as well as productivity. 

Inflationary level: The annual 
rate of inflation was 13.6 per cent for • 
the week ended December 7, 1991, 
compared to 10.6 per cent on the cor¬ 
responding date in 1990. The current 
inflation rate is much more 
"moderate" compared to the 30 per j 
cent per annum in 1974, or 300 per 
cent in Russia. When "politicised , it 
assumes demonic dimension. 

Causes: What causes aincem is ! 
that substantial price rise has oc¬ 
curred despite the three bumper har¬ 
vests in a row and the good prospects , 
for the fourth one in the current fiscal 
year. The price rise during this year is v 
due to hike in food prices (19.3 per 
cent), minerals (5.1 per cent) and 
manufactured products (7.5 per 
cent). 

The inflationaiy build-up is ac¬ 
counted for by the ever-growing fis¬ 
cal deficits; supply-demand 
imbalances due to snortfalls in 
domestic output and import; wage 
spiral leading to cost-push and 
demand-pull inflation; and psychosis 
of inflation. The specific factors 
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if •; which have contributed to the price 
i ■ upswing in recent months are: ( 1 ) rise 
the procurement prices and the 
Issue prices in the wake of cuts in 
I fertiliser subsidy set the trend in the 
irj. ©pen market prices; (2) the persistent 
shortfalls (or stagnation ?) in produc- 
' tion of pulses led to price escalation; 
x (3) shortage in domestic output and 
failure to import edible oils pushed 
up their prices; (4) fruit and vegetable 
prices increased due to market im- 
■ perfections and higher transport and 
distribution costs following oil price 
^ hike; (5) higher freight charges and 
5 increase in the issue prices of sugar 
C and fertilisers. 

; Broadly, the current price be¬ 
haviour i.s policy-induced. It is also 
■; the consequence of constricted 
- manoeuverability for supply- 
demand management due to BOP 
crisis, lack of scope for further 
monetaiy sijueeze and price hike of 
goods in short supply. 

Anti-inflation strategy: There 
are no soft options available to roll 
back the prices. The twin strategy 
adopted by the government to curb 
inflation comprises squeeze on fiscal 
and current account deficits and 
boost revenues. 

Towards this end, the Centa* has 
^ steppied up the price of even ossentiiil 
commodities such as wheat, rice, 
sugar, coal. The i.ssue prices of wheat 
and rice at the fair price shops (Fl’Ss) 
have been raised in one go to make 
up for three previous increases in the 
r procurement prices. The price of 
petroleum products has moved up in 
©le\'en States following the decision 
j of the Centre to withdraw' support for 
i',. the tax levied by these State govem- 
: ments on these products. The up- 
(; tyard climb in prices has frustrated 
‘ " ^ common man's hope for an early 
'r' reversal of the trend. It is difficult to 
! r* share the official optimism that the 
. pricing policies would rejuvenate the 
I;', economy to his good in the near fu- 
Isi" tuie. 

' The Finance Minister has ex- 
I ‘ plained the ratkinale of the policies as 
[ . anti-dote to the past protligacy in 
I public spending and for targetting 
i subsidies. The price hike in these 
I . products was long-expected and it 

[ "only represents "tfeferted inflation". 

I . 
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1 he K’duC'.K'ii in subsidv will biTp 
shrink the non plan expenditure and 
bring down the fiscal deficit. 

Austerity drive has been 
launched to cut the government ex¬ 
penditure. The Prime Minister, Mr 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, announced at 
the National Development Council 
meeting, 10 percent rcxluction in the 
strength ot the senior offiiials pl)^ts 
from the le\ el of joint seerctarv, aboli¬ 
tion of lOiH) jobs in thrve agencies, 
namely Chief C'ontioller of Imports 
and Exports CCO and Director- 
General ot Technical and l^i'wlojv 
ment; ban on ministers' foreign travel 
by first class by air; and 20 fx*r cent 
reduction in travel budget allocation 
for officials. Ten per cent of the 
present telephone lines with Central 
government ministries and depart¬ 
ments will be withdrawn 

The President ot Indi.i, the rrime 
Minister, Mr Kao, and si'veral Union 
ministers have volunteered to forego 
10 per cent of their monthlv salary to 
set an example ot austeritv. 

It Is notable that there is no such 
move tor a voluntary cut in the 
emoluments by the members of the 
Parliament and the Stale legislators. 

Import curbs ha\e Kx-n eascil 
with a view to shore up customs 
revenues. I itorls at tax mobilisation 
and excise duty ciillection have been 
intensitied to increa.se the revenue 
receipts. 

Curbs on imports, now being 
gradually relaxed, and export 
promotion measures are expected to 
reduce current account deficits. In¬ 
creased imports would dampen the 
amlxers ot the tire ot inflation and also 
augmnit revenue from customs dutv. 

Revamping of the public dis¬ 
tribution system is being done to pro¬ 
vide relief to the }HK*r and to take the 
heat of the economy out. The govern¬ 
ment has fdentific'd 17(X) blcKks in 
rural area where fair price shops will 
be opened. 

Dr Singh maintains that "if we 
persist with our macro economic 
policies, intlation would go down 
below It) per cent jx-r annum". 

Plan Okayed 

Q. Outline the major changed 


introduced in the eighth five-year 
plan at the recent meeting of the Na¬ 
tional Development Council. 

Ana. The forty-third National 
Development Council meeting 
recommended certain important 
changes in the Gadgil formula for 
distribution of funds to the State 
government and for the transfer of 
some schemes to the States during 
the eighth five-year plan. These chan¬ 
ges are as follows: 

(1) Devolution orf finances: 
The Gadgil formula governing the 
share of divisible funds for the Centre 
and the States and among the States 
themselves has lx*en amended unan¬ 
imously as under: The criteria and 
the proportion for the transfer of 
funds to the St.ite governments are 
laid down as follow's: 

(//) Populntioii criterion: 60 per 
cent (oO per cent I weightage. 

ih) Per cafutii i}ianne: 25 per cent 
(20 per cent). The break-up of the per 
capita incomes is; 20 per cent on the 
basis ot income deviation and 5 per 
cent c'n distance; 

(c) Perforniiiiice: 7.5 per cent (10 
per cent), including tax effort, fiscal 
management, n.itional priorities such 
as population, literacy and comple¬ 
tion ot foreign aided projects; 

<(/) SiHYuil rrobleiti'i: 7.5 per cent 
(10 percent). 

Note: The figures in brackets 
reier to the Gadgil for¬ 
mula. 

Under the new formula, the gain 
or loss to the States will be w'ithin the 
range of 1() to 20 per cent, according 
to Mr Rao. 

(2) Central schemes trans¬ 
ferred: As many as 11.5 Centrally- 
sponsored schemes have been trans¬ 
ferred to the State's. But the pattern of 
financing them w^ould continue as at 
present. 

'Tlie miijority of Chief Ministers 
attending the NDC meeting 
demanded transfer to the Slate 
go\ enimentfi the majcir poverty and 
employment generation schemes 
such as lawaha^ Rozgar Yojana. 
Prime Minister Kao has however said 
that these would continue to stay 
with the Centre. 






Descriptive Questions 


The follouuug nre the amwer<i to 
qin‘^fioii'> in the Dc’m <Pnfvi s’/ lu 
ihe ewimiiatioii foi POf In/ tin 
BSRB Delhi, held I acntty 

VVt’ thank Mr Anil Kumar Antal of 
Shiiiila foi 'H’lidiiig us a co/n/ of Ihe qiws- 
lioii fiafK'i 

Q. 1. The more heated argu¬ 
ments you win, the more good 
friends you lose. What is your 
opinion about it? Substantiate your 
opinion. 

Ans. Human psvcholugv IS siu li 
that no one likes to be defetited either 
on the battlefield or in a game ol 
hockey, tennis or fixitball, or in a race, 
and not even m a debate or discus¬ 
sion We like to score o\er others A 
victory in any arena appiientlv 
boosts our ego and Ihevvinnei Ivgins 
to feel that he is a superioi perscm an^l 
that the person who loses an argu¬ 
ment IS inferior in intellectual and 
other capacities When c\e cvin in a 
heated argument, we may ha\e the 
satisfaction that we ha\e triumplu’d 
but the friend with whom v^e begin 
an argument and who ultimately is .it 
the losing end, develops a feeling ol 
hostility towards us To all intents 
and purposes, he ceases to be on the* 
same old friendly terms as he was 
before the discussion commenced 

Thus every time you win an <u> 
gumenl with a friend, you virtually 
lose him if you emerge tnumphant 
and if he is unable to answer your 
contentions In effect, therefore you 
emerge the winner, but since vou 
stand to lose a friend, your loss may 
be much greater than the other 
person's It is better, therefore, to be 
mcxlest, humble and not to say or do 
anything that might teiHl to 
humiliate a friend even if he is very 
much in the wrong Winning an ar¬ 
gument, after all, provides transitory 
satisfaction. We can do without en tar¬ 
ing into heated arguments. It is better 
to rely op "give and take", put forth 
an argument in response to 


someone's plea and concede the 
merit and righteousness of his c.nise 
After all then* .ire lu o side’s of c c c’l\ 
coin 

Although there is some tnith in 
the statement given in the question, 
my expc’rience is that oniv hy|H'i si n 
sitive persons take a defeat to heart 
and become hostile to a friend simple 
bc’caiise he has uon a heated argu 
ment Carm'd to its logical con¬ 
clusion it would mean that it \ou 
lose a hockev tennis or football 
match, vou would develop a fu’ling 
of hostility towards the winner I hat 
would iiicleed be absurd One should 
takea defeat in the sporting spirit We 
all know that after a game of tennis, 
tor instant c both plaveis shake 
hands lo uinlirm thal the fttlings ol 
friendship and cordiality are not at- 
fc'cted by victory cn defeat Onl\ one 
side can win does a decision either 
way nic'an the other side has been 
humbled and hiimiliatocP ( ert.imlv 
nol I riendhness, foibeai.iiue and 
toleiance and a spirit of nuitu.il ,k 
commodation am cNsenti.il i|U.ililie'. 
.imong goiKf friends A peison who 
fakesoffeiui it his arguments aie nol 
.iciepted bv others is not woilh tul 
tiv ating as a friend True friendship 
should lx* able losfand tests and tiials 

Etiminatinig Corruption 

Q. 2. Suggest three measures to 
eradicate corruption from public of¬ 
fices. Explain how the measures 
suggested by you would be effec¬ 
tive 

Ans. Bribery, corruptum, under 
the-Lnble deals and similar malpr.u 
tices are quite common in public 
otficcs in this countrv No tiles inov e 
until the palms of the ^H’rsons icin 
corned are gre.isc'd in the maimci ac 
ceptable to them I suggest 'he 
following measures to lackh the 
menace 

1 Since honesty and integrity 
are lacking in Ministers of various 
categories, they have generollv en- 


msetmtvi cmtiom 


nchcxj themselves illegitimatelv, ob¬ 
tained giHid |c>bs for their sons and 
other close lelations and have reaped 
other K'lietits, there shoulcf be a per¬ 
manent authority to ki'op a con- 
Inuunis watch over the doings ot 
Ministers In this connection, the U»k 
I’al, appointed some vears agci, 
should be made more active, his 
authontv should Iv more extc’ilsive 
and his detisions should be made 
lundmg 

2 I'olilicians and legislators 
should also be brought under the 
|uii>diction of all anti corruption 
authontes fhere is a general belief 
that politics and demix’racy bring 
corruption in their wake Corruption 
should not be tolerated as a necessiiry 
c’v il But so long as there are jnsiple 
w ho are ready to offer bribes, cash or 
gifts of V iiiious types, in order to get 
their woik done, and so long as there 
aie greecK pc'ople evi*r readv to ac- 
11 pt bribes, this e\ il w ill not beeradi- 
i.iicd ‘hi olfeis of bribcN should lx* 
ti.icked and strict .u licm l.ikc’ii 

t He major iiason tor giving 
bribes is the dela\ in the disposal of 
public business fhe pitv is that, 
despite all the campaigns for 
c'limmafing delavs in the disposal of 
otfice woik, the bureaucracy a>n- 
tinues to function in a tardy nunner. 
The a'sort tospix.d money should be 
made uimc’iesNu v The old, outdated 
time-consuming rulcN and regula¬ 
tions should be streamlineci or 
scrapped I engthv and elaborate 
procedures pi escribed bv the 
Ciovernmeiit toi various tasks should 
be changed w’llhoiit further delay 

4 Thehvpocnsv m private and 
public life should be eliminated It is 
neccNstiry to propagate anti-corrup¬ 
tion campaigns, and staNs the impor¬ 
tance ot a clean, hontwl hte. right 
fn>m file stht'ol stage Our people 
lack cluiracter, unless we develop a 
gotxl moral character, there woulo be 
considerable corruption in public ot- 
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Hces. The measures suggested above 
would, in my view, prove effective 
because they would tackle the root 
causes of graft and corruption. 
Moreover, if inflation and the cost of 
living are kept under control, the 
temptations to earn extra money to 
feed the family would gradually 
fade away. 

Sex Tests 

Q. 3. Sex determination tests 
which lead to female foeticide (kill¬ 
ing the unborn) should be banned 
and people found guilty should be 

S iunlshed. Give two arguments in 
avour and two against the given 
viewpoint. 

Ans. In recent years, sex deter¬ 
mination tests (to find out whether 
the child in a woman's womb is male 
or female) have becorfie fashionable. 
The basic reason is the desire of 

g arents to have only male children as 
ir as possible. The prejudice against 
the girl child persists, even among 
educated people. This is indeed un¬ 
fortunate. 

Arguments in favour of ban on tests 
1. As long as sex determination 
tests continue, killing unborn female 
children will not end. In India the 
social climate and the prejudices 
against female children persist in 
parents' minds because of the heavy 
and almost life-long liabilities as¬ 
sociated with girls. ’ 

2. People must acc^t children 
of either sex. They are God's gifts 
and should not be discriminated 
against. The tests permitted at 
present to determine the sex of the 
unborn child have led to many 
malpractices and exploitation of 
semi-educated and ignorant people 
by unscrupulous, ilNqualified and 
bogus, fake "doctors". 

Arguments Against the viewpoint 
1. Ill-treatment of female 
children is quite common in this 
country. In the West parents welcome 
female children (they are known to be 
more affectionate and look after 
elderly parents with greater love and 
care than male offspring who often 
leave the elders (especially when 
they are ill) to their fate. In India 
things are different. According to 
traditional beliefe, especially among 
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Hindus, a son in the family is 
desirable because he alone is con¬ 
sidered capable of feeding the 
parents with his earnings, perform 
the last rites at funerals. Why not 
make the choice between a male and 
a female child when it can be done 
before the birth of a child? Those who 
resort to foeticide have a point. Why 
add to the "burden" of a poor family 
with the addition of girls? 

2. Abortions are risky; repeated 
abortions endanger the health of the 
mother. When the ban is removed, 
sex determination tests would be 
openly carried out instead of furtive 
practices. People can save themselves 
from dismal consequences. 

Barking Doga 

Q. 4. "Barking dogs seldom 
bite." But, remember, most of the 
dogs do not know this proverb. 
Elaborate on the caution given for 
the said proverb, narrating a 
humorous incident you have ex¬ 
perienced, heard or can imagine. 

Ans. The barking of a dog un¬ 
deniably frightens people, and mat¬ 
ters become worse in case a dog bites 
a human being. If the dog that bites is 
a mad one, the bitten person has to 
take a senes of painful injections as a 
precaution against rabies. Since the 
barking dogs neither take note of this 
proverb nor can they be subjected to 
rules and r^ulations or expected to 
possess common sense, it would be 
best to beware of dog.s, whether they 
are the barking types or the others. 
Often they quietly catch a human 
being's leg or arm and inflict a 
wound necessitating injections 
which cause fever and upset the 
human system for several days. The 
caution given in the statement is, 
therefore, fully warranted. 

Animals, including dugs and 
foxes (which also barkX cannot of 
course read or think before they bite. 
So anyone who just ignores barking 
dogs m the belief that they vrill not 
bite is deluding himself or herself. 
There are cases, it is said, of dogs 
whose bark is worse than their bite 
(this is soul-chilling). The proverb 
refers to a person who is ill-tempered 
but not dangerous. A mad, infected 
dog is however both bad tempered as 


well as dangerous. Once a person 
gets bitten by a barking or other dog, 
it would be futile to complain to the 
dog owner (or to get the guilty dog 
punished) for the consequences of a 
bite have to be borne in any case. But 
there are hundreds of cases of dogs 
having saved their masters through 
timely barks and bites against in¬ 
truders, deceits and murderers. 

I have suffered heavily because I 
took a handsome woman at her 
word. While out foj; a walk and 
taking the dog with her, she assured 
me when her dog barked at me that 
the dog would not bite. I tried to 
frighten the dog away but the sup¬ 
posedly domesticated animal caught 
my left leg and inflicted a deep 
wound on it. Since the wound started 
bleeding, 1 had to go to a hospital and 
take injections in the abdomen These 
pricks were of course painful It was 
no use my rebuking the pretty lady 
whose assurance that the dog was 
"safe" had misled me It was all my 
own fault I should not have been 
misled by a pretty face; perhaps I 
would not have taken the dog owner 
at her word if she had been an ugly 
and haggard woman. Such is human 
weakness, a pretty face can easily 
mislead and misguide a young man. 
But beauty and sensibility sometimes 
go together. 

I remember another inadent that 
happened some weeks ago While 
taking her tiny but apparently angry 
dog out for a walk, a comely girl 
made it a point to warn everyone 
who tried to tease the dog that both 
distemper and rabies almost always 
prove fatal. Rabies, caused by an in¬ 
fected dog through a bite, is most 
dreaded hreause it can be passed on 
to human beings. A person infected 
by rabies behaves like an insane in¬ 
dividual. 

Distemper, an expert told m^he 
other day, is seldom curable; it is a 
disease of the respiratory and nerv¬ 
ous system. So when 1 committed the 
folly of throwing a stone at a dog, I 
ran a great risk. It was just by chance 
that I survived the dog's bite; if I had 
not, I might not have been aUve now 
to answer this odd question on bark¬ 
ing dogs. 
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india-Russia Political 
Treaty 

I NDIA and Russia have finalised a 
new political treaty and signed 
Memoranda of Understanding 
(MoU) on trade and supplies of 
defence and power generation equip¬ 
ment. This followed the three-day 
talks between high-level delegations 
of the two countries in mid-January 
The political treaty contains elements 
of the 1971 Indo-Soviet Friendship 
Treaty while the memoranda on 
trade, defence and power equipment 
supplies have been structured to 
allow flexibility to met‘t changes in 
the two countries' economies. 

On the rupee-rouble exchange 
rate the object of the discussions was 
to make an assessment of the new 
exchange rate on a realistic basis. A 
draft political treaty has been 
received from Ukraine as well. 

The treaty conforms to the new 
situation. Besides some elements of 
the Indo-Soviet treaty, it has a refer¬ 
ence to the Delhi Declaration signed 
by the late Rajiv Gandhi and the 
former Soviet President, Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachov. The finalisation of the 
political treaty is a positive response 
from India to the Russian President, 
Mr Boris Yeltsin's suggestion for such 
an arrangement 

The Indian Prime Minister's 
letter to Mr Yeltsin has two impor¬ 
tant elements, one is that India ac¬ 
cepts Russia as a successor State, 
suDject to terms it works out with 
other former Soviet republics, and 
the other an invitation to Mr Yeltsin 
to visit India at his earliest con¬ 


venience. Mr Yeltsin has accepted 
the invitation. 

Indla-Pak N-race? 

HE Central Intelligence Agency 
director, Mr Robert Gates, has 
contended that both India and Pakis¬ 
tan have nuclear weapons and ballis¬ 
tic missile programmes and are now 
going chemical as well While they 
may not have assembled the 
weapons for stockpiling for safety 
reasons, they have all the parts for a 
nuclear weapon and the means to 
deliver them, Mr Gates told Senator 
John Glenn's sub-committee on non¬ 
proliferation in January. He said. "In 
South Asia, the arms race between 
India and Pakistan is a major con¬ 
cern Not only do both countries have 
nuclear weapon and ballistic missile 
programmes, they have rcvently pur- 
sueci chemical weapons. These 
programmes are particularly wor¬ 
risome because of constant tension 
and conflict in Kashmir." 

Mr Gate's expre-ssed concern over 
a Soviet nuclear brain-drain to 
countries like India. He had heard 
rumours that Pakistan was aiding 
Iran in nuclear matters but the CIA 
had not independently verified these 
reports. He felt that nuclear weapons 
could be assembled quickly. Both 
countries have combat aircraft that 
could be modified to deliver them in 
a crisis. 

"Both have publicly agreed to 
certain confidence-building mea¬ 
sures such as not attacking each 
other's nuclear facilities and are 
hopeful that the continuing dialogue 
would bear fruit. 


Mr Gates promised to plant more 
CIA agents to monitor nuclear 
proliferation and chemical and 
biological weapons proliferation 
worldwide. Most Soviet scientists 
who want to emigrate probably 
would prefer to settle in the West but 
the West probably cannot absorb all 
of them. 

Nearly one million Soviet 
citi^ens were involved in the nuclear 
weapons programme one way or the 
other and probably a thousand or 
two thousand have the skills to make 
nuclear weapons. 

President calls for 
Moratorium 

P RESIDENT R. Venkataraman on 
January 25 said there Was an im¬ 
perative need for a voluntary 
moratorium on all "bandhs", strikes, 
ItKkouts, go-slow and work-to-rule 
at the national level for at least two 
years. 

'"This IS a duty which we owe to 
our own children and progeny", he 
observed in his customary Republic 
Day eve broadcast to the nation. It is 
every citizen's duty to contribute his 
mite for putting the economy back on' 
the rails. The effort should be to max¬ 
imise production and ensure its equi¬ 
table distribution so that the weaker 
sections are not left to fend for them¬ 
selves 

Nothing that militates against 
the fullest utilisation of all existing 
capacities in agriculture, trade, com¬ 
merce, communications and banking 
should be tolerated or encouraged, 
he said. The President also focussed 
attention on the problem of popula¬ 
tion explosion and the scoutge of ter¬ 
rorism. 

He cautioned against three nega¬ 
tive forces which are constantly at 
work. Terrorism is one, the virus of 
communal hatred is second and the 
third is invisible but most corrosive; a 
pervasive slackening in national dis- 



MARCH 92 COMPETITION MASTER 565 



CURRENT AFFAIRS 


iiplmv 

Mi'ilc (s and bombs h.i\ o no plaio 
in .1 diincKiacv uhc'io lUtniios foi 
CoiistitLilional lodressal iMst tlov\ 
ivoi ht'wondi lod it thiU’was nuid 
to j;o beyond wt'odin*; out llu to\R 
plants ol tonoiism \V< miisluisua 
that tlu tatises and londilions uhnh 
brood tononsm aro elmnnatod This 
would leqimo a moie \ii;oious im 
plomontatum ol land ri'torms ol 
v\astoland d(.\ olopim nl otridiu tion 
ot disparities ind |iri>\ ision ot ade- 
t|uate emploMUint oppoitumtits (oi 
ourvoiith hi sui;c;ostLd 

Till I’ll still nt said It was shanu* 
till and.uaiisi lot soiiow thalith.id 
not hi i*n possible to prevont eom 
munal indiaste v loloiuo m ditlori>nt 
p.irts ol the eountrv \orv of ton he 
addiel i l.ishos aro iaused b\ some- 
thini; e< rv trivial and ve't it leave-s a 
trail ot ihath and de’struelion 

Ordinance cuts campaign 
period 

KISIOINI R Venkataraman 
piomulgited em Januarv l‘>an or 
dmanio rodueing tho eampammn}; 
porienl tor tho 1 ok Sabha anel As 
somblv ele'etions trom a minimum ot 
20 days to 11 days I \ idt ntly tho 
eampaign porioei was uduti'el attir 
assossm^ till ovorall law and ordor 
situation m I’liniab I ho ordinanio 
hovvover, stales that tho anu ndmont 
to be'Ction lO ol tho Re'preseiitation of 
tho IVoplo Aet ol lOSl will apply to 
thoontiioeountry 

Mr Narasiinha Rao was boliovoel 
to havo urgivl foi a shoiler ponoel of 
eampai>;nm^ m Puniab to ledueo tho 
ihrevit faeed by eanebdalos thoro 
1 hough tho ai my hail bt‘e n doplov ikI 
in Punjab to assist tho luil ael 
ministration in laekling tho minaio 
of tonoiisin till C ontio was vvorrieHl 
that the'so anti national Ion os might 
make* atli mpts, v\ ith holp liom aeross 
tho bordoi to elisrupl the ole-etion 

pi OIOSS 

1 he unamondod Soe lion "id of tho 
RPA spoeifios that tho minimum 
poiiiKl foi holding poll in an oloetion 
to tho I ok Sabha oi legislative* as- 
somblv ot a Stato shouki not be* less 
than 20 days from tho last date* of 
witheirawal of eandielaturos from 
time to time thoro has be*on a gone'ral 
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demand for reducing this minimum 
period 

Tho Punjab Gov'ornor, Mr 
Suiendra Nath and various perhtieal 
parlies tavoure*d cutting down the 
campaign period for soeurity 
reasons 7o make up fur lodiieing tho 
campaign period political parties in 
tholiav worooflored morolimein the 
eleetitime media to explain thoir 
stands Fho last Assembly and 1 ok 
Sabha polls we're held in the State m 
September 108S, after tho Rajiy 
(landhi I ongowal accord 

Shape of Parties in 
Parliament 

IIL composition ot the ruling 
party, theC ongress m Parliament 
IS likely to rt'main largely the same 
oven after tho rexont by elections and 
tho April, 1W2, retire ment of one 
third of Rajya Sabha members In 
t.iet, the ovorall Congress strength in 
the Rajya Sabha will probably be 
riduec'd The Narasiinha Ciovern- 
ment would eonseipunlly suffer a 
solbaek in rc'speet of numbers I ho 
ruling party is likely to w in half the 
numbe'r ot sc'ats in the ele'etions to be 
hold in the States following tho exit of 
thi so members Its position in the 
Rajya Sabha, where it is iritieally 
dependant on Opposition support 
may Ix’come worse 

In tho I ok Sabha, the minority 
goyernmont cannot push through 
bills involving constitutional 
amendments without the Opposi¬ 
tion support Already, the Opposi¬ 
tion partii's, including the Janata 
Dal and C PM have threatened not 
to support tho (jovornment any 
more on account of the stiff 
iconomie reforms introdiiec'd by it 
iiionlly Without the committed 
Opposition support, the govern¬ 
ment cannot have its own nominee 
elected as the next President The 
Presidential election is due in July 
this vc'ar 

In all, 70 Kajya Sabha members 
are due to retire While tho first batch 
of thc'se MPs c|uits on April 2, the 
retirement process will continue till 
October 21 when the term of the Na¬ 
tional Conference member from 
Jammu and Kashmir is du§ to expire 
1 he Congress no longer enjoys 


maprity in State Assemblies where 
election for vacant Upper House 
seats will be held The present 
strength ot various parties in the 245- 
member Upper House is as follows 
Congress—108, Janata Dal—25, CPI 
(M)—17, BJP—17, Janata Dal (S)--15, 
Mugu Di'scim— 10 DMK—to CPI— 4, 
AIADMK—4 and the rest, other Op¬ 
position parties and independents 
The number of MPs ot vanous parhes 
retiring this year is as follows Con- 
g,ess—%, ID—7, CPI (M)—2, BJP— 
3, JD(S)—2, TDP—5, DMK-1, 
AIADMK- 3, and the remaining out¬ 
going members belong to Opposition 
parties and independents 

hollowing the retirement of 70 
members this year, the position of BJP 
and Janata Dal will probably im¬ 
prove in the Rajya Sabha Seven scats 
will be tilled trcim Bihar, where a JD 
government is in office, 12 sc'ats will 
be fillc'd from UP, now ruled by a BJP 
government 

Bofors Scandal “Dead” 

in’ Bofors gun scandal, which 
was the focus of public attenhon 
in the country tor many months, is 
now apparently buried deep in offi¬ 
cial records Reports in the third 
week of January indicated that the 
Swedish Government has decided 
not to make public the confidential 
record of negotiations between the 
then Prime Minister, Mr Olof Palme, 
and Mr Rajiv Gandhi, on the Bofors 
Howit/er deal as doing so would be 
harmful to the relations between the 
two tountri(?s The negotiations in 
question wore those held by the two 
Prime Ministers when Mr Olof Palme 
was in New Delhi in connechon with 
the five continents' initiative on 
world peace and disarmament 

The lone voice in the Cabinet 
that urged the papers be made 
public was that ot the Defence Min¬ 
ister, Mr Anders Bjork, a Swedish 
daily reported The four-party 
coalition government came to the 
same conclusion as its predecessor, 
the Social Democratic Government, 
that Sweden's relations with India 
would be huft if the notes of two 
Prime Ministers' talks were made 
public On the same reasoning, the 
Government also decided that 


ti 






details of the talks the Minister for 
Foreign A ffai rsm the formerCovern- 
ment had with an Indian Govern¬ 
ment official should not be made 
public 

Delimitation and Poll 
Reforms 

A new Delimitation Commission is 
to be set up to adjust the 1-ok 
Sabha and State Assembly con¬ 
stituencies on the basis of the latest 
census The three-member commis¬ 
sion would effect changes in the 
reserved constituencies for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes on a rotational basis 

The Government would convene 
an all-party meeting siKin to discuss 
comprehensive eU'ctoral refonns, in¬ 
cluding State funding of elettions 
Other subjects on the agenda include 
issuance of identity cards to voters 
and measures to minimise the num¬ 
ber of indejx'iident candidates, par¬ 
ticularly the non-senotis ones 

The new IX'limilatioii Commis¬ 
sion would have three members, two 
of whom woulcH be judy^s of either of 
the Supreme Court or the High 
Courts, while the Chief Flection 
Commissioiiei would be ex ofticio 
member The composition of the 
Commission will be announced 
shortly 

I he existing delimitation of con¬ 
stituencies done by the Delimifation 
C'ommission set up under the 
Delimitation Act 1972, contained 
many infirmities and defects brought 
to the notice of the Flt*ction C ommis- 
sion by various individuals and or¬ 
ganisations 

Certain villages are found as 
enclaves in some Assembly con¬ 
stituencies due to inadvertence In¬ 
clusion or exclusion of certain areas 
in or from certain assembly con¬ 
stituencies had caused consiclerable 
hardship to the local people The 
population figures of Schedukxl Cas¬ 
tes and Scliedulc'd Tribes were not 
exact and they were mere pmjections 
by the Registrar-General under the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes (amendment) Order, 1976 The 
delimitation work is expc'ctcxl to last 
at least two years. Continued reserva¬ 
tion of certain parliamentary and As¬ 


sembly constituencies for the 
SchedulcxJ Castes and the' Schcxiulcxl 
Tribes for many years had resultc*d in 
dissatisfaction and fmstration of the 
public 

More N.-Power for India 

HE Nuclear Power Corporation 
has draw’ll up ambitious plans to 
produce 8,21)0 MW of power in the 
next 10 years, ni addition to the exist¬ 
ing gi'iieiation of l,s40 MW in lour 
atomic power stations in dillermt 
parts of the country rhecoiintiv ist>n 
the threshold of surging aluxid in 
nuclear power geneiation 

Bihar, howev'er, is not jilanning 
to set up lUK Ic'ai power plants, as 
these are more expensive than Ihi’r- 
mal power stations Apart Irom this, 
the Bihar (.o\ eminent is vet toolfcra 
site tor the NI’C to set up then 
prciject Bihar is the only sujspliei of 
natural iirannim tor prtxessingat the 
Hydeiabad uiinplex, jirodiiiing fuel 
for iiiicic'ar power stations I wo units 
of 220 MW' each of the Kakrapar 
atomic jsower jirojcxt, two units eai h 
of the 220 MW Kaiga project and the 
third and touith units of the Rajas¬ 
than atomic power pioject, which 
were in their linal stages of construc¬ 
tion would be synchionised by the 
end of I T here were also schemes 
foi another extension at Kaiga, w'hu h 
would have loin more units of 220 
MW each 

SimilaiK, the larapur atomic 
power pl.inf, which had prc'sently 
two units of 160 MW each, will be 
extended by adding two more units 
of 'sOO MW each The Rajasthan 
atomic powiT project, having two 
units cif 100 MW and 220 MW, w ill be 
enhanced by two units cif T(K) MW 
each, besides the* two units imdei 
constiiiction l ight units will also be 
c'onstnicted at different place's in the 
country toi geneialing 1,000 MW 

India Recognises Israel 

I N a major rc'vei.sal of its Wc-st Asm 
policy, India on January 2‘) dex idc’d 
to establish full diplomatic relations 
with Israel, 41 years attei recognising 
the Jewish State The clec ision, which 
IS bound to have far reaching conse- 
cjuences for India's foreign policy, 
came on the eve of Prime Minister 
P.V Nara.simha Kao's visit to New 
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York for the summit mc’etmg of the 
U N Sc»eurity Council members 

A mong other things, the decision 
seemed to have been guided by the 
end c>f the C old Wai between the | 
Super Powers, the disintegration of i 
the Soviet Union and India's growing 
political ties with the United State's 

India had rcxognised Israel way 
back in 1951 but did not maintain any I 
presence in the Jewish State, though 
the Israelis have had a consulate in 
Bombay lor the past few decades to : 
look after its mterc'sts in Maharashtra 
and Karnataka India's decision toes- ‘ 
tahlisli full diplomatic relations is a , 
belatc'd one It marks the end of what 
IS called a dogma and fear exf reac- 
tions from the Aiab Wcirld New 
Delhi was anxious not to lose Arab 
sujvjxirt for its stand on Kashmir, and ' 
its fear stemmc'd Irom the possibility ; 
of alienating the Muslims, including ’ 
those in India 

riiere were electoral reasons also. 
l)nlv the* BjP among the opjxisihon 
pailies was keen on establishing 
closes ties with Israel The situation 
had latelv i hanged India is likely to 
benefit from the move in trade, 
(‘conomic and technical fields Israel 
IS a highly progressive country and 
would be ready to enter into agree¬ 
ments m various fields 

Criteria for Jobs Not yet 

T ill Central Government has not 
yet toimulated the promised 
c'conomic ciiteria for job n'servation. 
On ianuaiv 28 it recjuested the 
Supreme C oiiit to grant eight more 
wec'ks to spell out the criteiia for ex¬ 
tending leseivations lc> the Socially 
and f ciucafionally Backw'ard Classes 
(SI BCs) as well as the ptxir 

1 xplainiiig the methexi adopted 
toi ev oK mg the consensus, the Addi- 
tional Solicitor-General said the 
C entre had written to the State 
governments to give their views. 
After getting the feedback, the Centre 
would convene a "national 
conference"' which would help 
dev ise the criteria 

The Constitution Bench, headed 
by the C liief justice of India, Mr M H. 
Kama, expressed cfispleasure at the 
Government's ri'jieatcxl failure to an¬ 
nounce the criteria ever since it is- 
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sued an office memorandum last 
September stating, among other 
things, tnat prefeience would be 
iven to the pinirer sections of the 
EBCs 

The pro-Mandal lawyers iirgtvl 
the court to vacate the slay on the 
implementation of the Mandal 
recommendations because that 
would force the Government to come 
up fast Meanwhile the adcocates on 
both sides have been asked to give a 
)Oint list of the issue's to be dcx. ided by 
the nine-judge Bench, iirespective of 
the criteria devised by the Govern¬ 
ment 

At the pre\ lous hearing on 
December 4, the Government had 
romised to be ready with the criteria 
y January 2S Dui ing the last sessum 
of Parliamc-nt, the Minister of State 
for Personnel, Mrs Margaret -Mva, 
announcenj that the Government was 
considering Karnataka's C hinnappa 
Reddy Commission report to lay 
down the criteria The olfice 
memorandum of last September has 
taken the proportion of reservations 
to '>9 5 per cent from 49 5 per cent 
introduced by the V P Singh Govern 
ment The extra 10 per cent is for the 
poor, irrespective of their castes 

Central Rule Ends in 
Meghalaya 

Hh fragile political structure in 
the tiny North-Eastern State of 
Meghalaya has undergone another 
change On February 5 a 20-member 
Congress-led United Meghalaya Par¬ 
liamentary Forum coalition ministry, 
headed by Mr DD lapang was 
sworn in, ending the nearly tour- 
months-old Presidential rule in the 
Stale 

The two-tier ministry has 19 
Cabinet Ministers and one Minister 
of State This is undeniably a very 
large ministry in Meghalaya which 
has only a small population and a 
60-member Assembly 

Meghalaya came under 
Presidential rule on OctobcT 11 last 
year The UMPF at the moment has a 
strength of 32 One seat is vacant A 
majority of the members of the 
newly-installed ministry were mem¬ 
bers of the previous Congress (I)-lcd 
government headed by Mr Puma 


A Sangina 

I he Meghalaya United Par¬ 
liamentary Paity (MUPP) has con¬ 
demned the "foul means' adopted 
by the (. enlre to install a Congrc'ss- 
led ministry in the Slate Former 
t hief Minister ,ind MUPP Chairman 
B B Lyngdoh contended that 
President's rule had been imposed by 
the C entry last October despite the 
Supreme Court s ruling issued on 
October 9 putting the then ruling 
MUPP m a majority with a strength 
c)t 30 in a House then only 58 strong 
The Centre, he alleged, had violalcxi 
Article 142 of the Constitution The 
C ongress had also gone back on the 
assurance it gave on December 
10,1991, that a popular ministrv 
would be formed by December 16 It 
is believed that the developinimt in 
the State had bcx;*n contriv'ed by the 
(.ongress Party which has only 23 
members in the House' 

RM.’s Stress on Indo-Pak 
Cooperation 

O N return to New Delhi cm 
February 4 after his six day trip 
to the USA and Switzerland, Mr PV 
Narasiinha Rao, the Prime Minister 
said we must be mature enough to 
take the ups and downs m Indo- 
Pakistan ties without losing sight of 
the objective of striving for good 
neighbour!mess and cordial rela 
tusns That needs cooperation fioin 
both sides, it is a kind of two-way 
tratlic", ht said 

The Indian Prime Minister's at¬ 
tention was drawn to Pakistan 
Premier Nawaz Sharif's call tor a 
bandh within hours of the two Prime 
Ministers' cordial talk at Davos 
(Switzerland) during which he 
stiessed the importance of solidant}' 
with the people of Kashmir, Mr Rao 
declined to comment The Indian 
Prime Minister said he was least 
surprised by the occasional discor¬ 
dant notes in Indo-Pakistan relations. 
"Discordant notes also have their 
relevance", he said, "because from 
them one draws omclusions, they are 
not chance remarks" In fact the dis¬ 
cordant notes have to be put in 
proper perspective in the jigsaw, tor 
drawmg conclusions 

On Pakistan's proposal for a five- 


nation summit to sort out the nuclear 
question in South Asia, Prime Mini¬ 
ster Rao said he was categorical in 
explaining India's stand on this issue 
that It was "inadcxjuate" 

Blatant Interference: India 
regarded the call foi a nationwide 
strike by the Pakistan Prime Mmister, 
Mr Nawaz Sharif, to express 
solidarity with the people of Kashmir 
as blatant interference in the 
country's internal affairs Mr Sharif s 
call raised doubts in New Delhi about 
the sincerity of Islamabad in its com¬ 
mitment tc» normalise relations bc*- 
tween the two neighbouring 
countnes 

A spokesman ot the Indian Exter¬ 
nal Affairs ministry deplorc'd 
Pakistan's action as a design to incite 
peope to violence and militancy In 
dian spokc«.men have urged Pakistan 
to abandon its negative approach to 
this country and wsiriu'd that the 
anti Indian pripaganda would un¬ 
dermine the on-going bilateral talks 

New Law to Protect 
Women 

detailed scrutiny has confirmcxl 
the widespread impression that 
the laws to tac kle the evils of dowry 
Srt/i, immoral traffic, etc , aie ineffec¬ 
tive To give tecHh to these laws the 
Government intends to amend the 
relevant Acts The amendments 
which are to be inioipoiated into the 
Dowry Prohibition Act and theC om- 
mission of Self/ (Prevention) Act hava' 
been finalised and the Bills tor 
amending these Acts are likely to be 
intrcxluced in the coming budget ses¬ 
sion 

The Immoral Iraffic (Prevention) 
Act and the Indecent Representatum 
(Prohibition) Ac t are also being ex¬ 
amined and attempts are being made 
to plug the loopholes A thorevugh ex¬ 
amination of all these laws showed 
that the punishment pre-senbed was 
npt strmgent enough and the laws 
were not being implemented effec¬ 
tively The amendments to these Acts, 
It was stated, would remove the basic 
lacunae 

A multi-pronged programme has 
also been launched to combat the 
growing problem of exploitation of 
adolscent girls by training them for 
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omplovment 

National panel for women: The 
Govcniment of India has decided to 
set up a National Commission for 
Women under the National Commis¬ 
sion tor Women Act and also an office 
of the Commissioner, Resources 
Development Minister Mr Arjun 
Singh intormed Parliament The 


Sharp cut in U.S., Russia 
N.-arms 

P KlSiniNT Hush annouiueil on 
Ian 2‘t .1 dramaln. $ sO-billion 
detente cut unilateral reductuin ot 
luulear arms and an oftei to lUt 
mu liar arms ecen lurther it Piesident 
Yeltsin was prepared to lecipiocate 
He proclaimed piouciiv "Ctmi 
munisin died tins year Hv the gi at e ol 
(,od, Ameritti uon the ( old War We 
are the Lniled States ol Anu'iica, the 
leadei ot the West that has In'tome the 
leader of the u orid ' But v\ hen it came 
to the tountiv s economy, he warned 
Ins tellou citi/ens 'I know were in 
hard times 

Among the major weapon sys 
terns targetc\t tor cancellation art' the 
Seawolt submarine the B'2 Stealth 
bombei after 20 plane's are built, and 
several other strategic modernisation 
programme's, including the MX ballis¬ 
tic missile and plans to build the 
mobile Midgetman missile 

To realise the defence cuts of S> SO 
billion, the President is also proposing 
cuts ot $ 6 6 billion in the current fiscal 
year, including about $ 4 billion in 
reductions of current Defence Depart¬ 
ment programmes 

Germany's Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl w'elcomed the announcement by 
President Bush of unilateral cmls m the 
stocks of US nuclear weapons The 
cuts were a "tangible sign that we 
have reached a new cpality in world¬ 
wide security policy" Mr Bush's 


Commission will investigate mat¬ 
ters relating to the constitutional 
and legal safeguards piovided for 
women, revu'w the existing legisla¬ 
tions, look into the complaints and 
take s)/u inoto notice ot matters per 
taming to the rights ot women and 
advise on the socio-economic 
development of women 


decision look account of the major 
changes in I mope and the world Mr 
Bush was again showing hi' could set 
the jiaie in intetnalional disarma 
rnent 

Yeltsin offers major cut: Russian 
President Hons 'leltsin announced a 
10 point disaimamenl plan, with the 
objective ol lujindating all nucleai, 
biological and ihemical mass destruc¬ 
tion weapons Mi \eltsin said Russia, 
as succc'ssot tc) the Soviet Union, 
w’ould cut the number ot strategic 
nucleai missiles to the level set by the 
Si ART tieatv 

Russia had taken c>tf the aleit stale 
about <i(H)stiategic land and sea based 
nuclear missiles and had sharply cut 
the production of long-range nuclear 
bombi'is Mr Yeltsin alsci proposed to 
sc't up an international nucleai arms 
control agent v vvhich in the long run 
should contiol the whole cycle of 
nuclc'ai pioci'ss from mining to the 
buiial of nuclear waste 

Mr \c'lfsin also announced that 
Russia had decided to stop the 
production cat TU-160 and lU-^fS 
heavy bombers, stop the production 
of long-range air-based aiici sea-bast'd 
cruise missiles; and stop programmes 
to design or mcxiemise sev'eral types 
of strategic offensive weapons "Con¬ 
ditions have ripened today which 
make it possible to take a number ot 
majoi steps in arms cutbacks", Mr 
Yeltsin said, A part ot them are taken 
on a unilateral basis, the others on a 
mutual basis 


Worldwide effort to help 
C’wealth 

Sa result largely of the U S. initia¬ 
tive, a global effort is being made 
to provide c'conomic assistance to the 
new Commonwealth of Independent 
States ot the former Soviet Union 
How much assistance actually 
materialises is however uncertain 

At the opening of a 48-nahon in¬ 
ternational conference in Washington 
on how to aid the new Common¬ 
wealth ot Independent States, U.S. 
President George Bush said "Let us 
pull together to win the peace in this 
post-Cold War tra." The challenge of 
helping the new republics to avert 
economic disaster and then to 
develop as free economic's was a 
global challenge which recjuired a ‘ 
ciHirdmated response from "a global 
coalition' 

I he U b, which had led interna¬ 
tional dev elopment efforts tor over 40 
years, "cannot and will not falter" 
this time, declared Mr Bush A 
Proposal foi S bUO million ot new 
tc'chnual assistance to the 12 
lepubhcs was already before the U.S. 
Congress for appioval At the same 
time, Mr Bush made it a point to note 
the contributions of Western Kurope 
and othc'i nations Germany in par¬ 
ticular, had assumed enormous 
responsibilities while other 
iuropean nations had already 
moved in VMth their efforts Japan 
also had made important contribu¬ 
tions and commitments and "will be 
critical to this effort" 

If the world did not respond ade- 
cjuatelv, "We risk a reversal of the 
historic leap to freedom" taken by 
Russia, Ukraine and other republics 
rhe battle w as really for them to win, 
but 'they cannot win it alone" India 
does not figure anyw'here at the 
major world gathering Unconfirmed 
reports say that India made some in- 
cjuines to bo included as an invitee 
but did not succeed Its absence may 
reflect its status in the emerging 
world order 

Aid-Arms check link: Tlie Ger¬ 
man Chancellor, Mr Helmut Kohl, 
told the republics of the former Soviet 
Union that they would continue to 
receive Western c'conomic aid only if 
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, they con\ineo the West they are 
j' honourmj' iiitei national arms control 
j* agreements 

1 Mr Kohl for the first time spelt 
I out a link between aid for the Com- 
I monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) and ga\ e assurances th.it agree 
ments signed by the tornnr Soviet 
I’lesident, Mr Gorbachoe would be 
honoured 

"In our talks on Western aid, we 
must make clear to those responsible 
in the former Soviet icpiiblies that 
trust IS a precenulitiem tor help 
Nuclear, conventumal and chemical 
weapons should be tullv under con 
trol and produe tion should not con 
tinue in .in unconlrollcvl manner 

U.N. Council Summit 

T HOUCil I shoi n ot much ot its ex- 
pected glamour, the fust UN 
Secuiilv Council summit held on 
January lebruary 1 ties year made 
some high sounding pronounce¬ 
ments World leaders attending the 
summit, including the Indian I’rimt 
Minister, the I’residents ot the US, 
Russia and 1 ranee, the Prime Mini¬ 
ster ot China and then counterparts 
from either ceiuntnes, reattirmcxi their 
commitment te> collective security to 
deal with threats to peace and to 
reverse acts of aggression 

They alsei pledged to strengthen 
the UN lole in disarmament, arms 
control and non-proliferation ot 
nuclear weapons they underlintxi 
the need for all States to fulfil their 
obligations to arms contnil and disar- 
manu'nt anci to resolve peacefully all 
problems threatening or disrupting 
the maintenance of regional and 
global stability 

The aim of the summit w as to set 
the post-Cold War agenda for the 
UN The leaders asked the UN 
Secretary Cieneral to submit his 
analysis and rc'commendalions on 
ways ot strengthening the capacity of 
the world body for preceptive 
diplomacy for peace keeping 

Many leaders howevei had 
reservations abesut some aspects ot 
the declaration The declaration did 
not touch on reforming the world 
body structure and improving its 
financial position 
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Chtna-lsrael ties 

Ht recent developments in the in¬ 
ternational arena have led to new 
alignments For instance, on January 
21 China, an advocate of Palestinian 
rights, c'stablished diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with Israel for the first time, 
opening the wav for China to |oin 
Middle Fast peace talks 

Ihe Israeli loreign Minister, Mr 
Uavid lew and the Chinese Foreign 
Minister, Mi Qian Qichen, signed a 
joint commiinicjue establishing for¬ 
mal ties Aftei wards, Mr I c*vy said he 
hoped tomal relations would help 
reduce the flow of Chinc'se arms to 
the Middle I ast 

We have discussed the arms 
race and know that it is in contrast to 
the peace process', Mr I evy said The 
joint communiciue states that the two 
governments had decidc>d to estab¬ 
lish lelations at the ambassadorial 
Ic'vel Israel recogni/es the Govern¬ 
ment ot the People's Republic cit 
( hina as the sole legal government 
representing the whole ot C hina and 
laiwan is an inalienable part ot the 
territory of the People's Republic of 
China" 

I he two side's agreed to develop 
fric'iidly relations and cooperation 
betwc'en the two countries and two 
people's on the basis of the universal- 
Iv recogni/ed principles of mutual 
respc'ct for sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, nuilual non-aggression, 
non inlerterence m each other's in¬ 
ternal affairs, ecjuality and mutual 
benefit and pc'acetul co-existence" 

C hina will try to make efforts to 
push forward the peace process 
'China has gcKid relations with the 
Arab countries and will try to make 
efforts' 

China has sold missiles to Iran, 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia and discussed 
a sale to Syria China also has sold 
other weapons to Arab countries, in¬ 
cluding Fgyptand Libya Some of the 
weapons, ironically, have incor- 
poratal technology China reportedly 
purchased from Israel, itself an arms 
exporter 

Libya formally withdraws 
Kashmir issue 

OWING to strong protests from 
I ndia, Libya on January 24 formal¬ 


ly withdrew the Kashmir issue from 
the list of unresolved problems 
which It wanted a special session of 
the UN General Assembly to discuss 
In Its letter, Libya had called for a 
speaal session on terrorism and had 
listed Kashmir among the problems 
which were causing tension in the 
world Other issues listed included 
the Palestine question, problems of 
South Africa, minorities m the world, 
northern Ireland and Cyprus 

Immediately after the Libyan let¬ 
ter containing the request was circu¬ 
lated by the United Nations, the 
Indian Ambassador to the U N , Mr 
Charekhan, lodged a strong protest 
with the Libyan Ambassador over 
the inclusion of Kashmir among un¬ 
resolved problems He pointed out 
that Kashmir is an integral part of 
India and not a disputed territory, the 
only problem in the Stale was ter¬ 
rorism sponsored from across the 
border The least Libya could <^o was 
to delete reference to Kashmir in the 
list It had Circulated India had taken 
the stand that Kashmir was a bilateral 
problem with Pakistan and said it 
was a mistake on Libya's part to have 
included Kashmir as an unresolved 
issue 

S. Korea signs historic 
pact 

T HF South Korean Prime Minister, 
Mr Chung Won-Shik, signc'd in 
January a historic non-nuclear agree¬ 
ment, opening the way for a nuclear- 
free Korean peninsula Mr Chung 
signed the milestone accord, in¬ 
itialled by working officials of the 
two Koreas The agreement will go 
into effect during the sixth round of 
Prime Ministers' talks in the North's 
capital of Pyongyang on Feb 18-21 

The agreement calls for 
denuclearisation of the heavily 
armed Korean peninsula, separated 
into the communist North and the 
capitalist South since 1945 It bans 
both Koreas from tesbng, possessing, 
producing and deploying nuclear 
weapons in their territories The 
agreement, reached after weeks of in¬ 
tense negotiations, required North 
Korea to formally renounce its 
suspected nuclear weapons 
programme Experts believe the 
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North would be able to make a crude 
atomic bomb as early as 1993. 

After initialling the agreement. 
North Korea announced that it 
would sign a safeguards agreement 
with the U.N. International Atomic 
Energy Agency and open its nuclear 
facilities to outside inspections. The 
hard-line communist State also 
agreed to reciprocal, simultaneous 
inspections of suspected nuclear 
weapons sites in both Koreas, 
separate from IAEA inspections. 

Pak Enters World’s arms 
Bazaar 

NDER the latest deal, France is to 
supply 40 Miragc-2000 fighter 
jets to Pakistan. The agreement, 
which also includes sale of sub¬ 
marines, minesweepers and radars, 
was made during the visit of the 
Pakistani Prime Minister, Mr Nawaz 
Sharif, to France. With this defence 
deal, Pakistan has entered the world 
arms bazaar in a big way. 
Islamabad's change of shops for its 
arms purchases comes in the wake of 
broad hints from Wa.shington that the 
"10 year long honeym^lon in the 
Pakistan-US relationship is all but 
over", the "Dawn" commented in an 
analysis. 

Diplomatic sources in Islamabad 
said the recent visit to the US by the 
Pakistan army chief, Gen Asif Nawaz 
Janjua, had failed to break fresh 
grounds in the normalisation of 
bilateral relations, which have been 
under strain for the last 15 months. In 
October, 199t), Washington halted 
economic and military aid of over US 
$ "^ibO million on the suspicion that 
Pakistan was going ahead with its 
weapon-oriented nuclear pro¬ 
gramme. Between 1979 and 1989, all 
the three Pakistan defence services 
were armed with U.S. weapon sys¬ 
tems, creating an additional debt bur¬ 
den of about $ 1.5 billion. Islamabad 
had paid another $ 1.5 billion for the 
equipment from its own sources. 

The warming up of defence ties 
between Pakistan and France has 
also been evident from the three mis¬ 
sions sent to Islamabad by the 
makers of Mirage aircraft, for parleys 
on the modernisation of the existing 
Mirage fleet with the Pakistan air 


force, besides exploring the pos¬ 
sibility of striking a Mirage-2000 
deal. 

Pak WOOS Asian Republics 

P AKISTAN is working out a full 
package for technical, economic 
and monetary collaboration to bo of¬ 
fered to the Central Asian Muslim 
States in the near future. 

The State Minister for Ectmomic 
Affairs, who led a delegation on a 
three-week fact-finding mission to 
Central Asian States—Uzbekistan, 
Tadjikistan, Kirgizistan, Turkmenia 
and Kazakhistan—as well as to Azer¬ 
baijan and Russia offered each 
republic a long-term crc>dit loan tor 
the import of Pakistani light en¬ 
gineering giKids. He also offered to 
send financial experts and managers' 
to help them stabilise their 
economies. 

"The Central Asian market offers 
an excellent opportunity to the Pakis¬ 
tani business community", he felt 
The Central Asian republics aa’ also 
keen on developing their trade ties 
and for joint venture's, specially in 
their transport and rail track sectors, 
with Pakistan. 

U.N. Confirms Iraq’s Bomb 

T he United Nations has con¬ 
firmed that Iraq is well on its way 
to achieving its target of developing a 
nuclear device after producing 
sizable quantities of enriched 
uranium. Completing an insjx'ction 
of Iraqi nuclear installations and 
weapon depots, U.N. officials said 
that given lime Iraq could be success¬ 
ful in completing its nuclear 
programme. 

However, UN inspectors failed to 
find enough evidence of foreign- 
made components needed to make a 
nuclear device, allegedly supplied to 
Baghdad after the commencement of 
the Gulf war. 

According to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
Baghdad did'possess German equip¬ 
ment for its bomb programme. 1 his 
was discovered by experts while 
analysing the rubble of destroyed 
sites. The evidence was found 
"consistent" vyith the quantities 
procured. 


Meanwhile, Iraq confessed to 
have rea'ived German components, 
needed to build 10,000 centrifuges, 
which would have expanded its 
ability to produce enou^ enriched 
uranium tor three or four nuclear 
bombs a year. The U.N. labelled this 
admission as acknowledgement that 
Baghdad "was pursuing a prcxduc- 
tion-scale programme of uranium en¬ 
richment by this method". 

The team sent by the IAEA under 
the auspices of the U.N. was assigned 
the sptvified mi.ssion of unearthing 
raw materials and components al- 
legetily sold to Iraq by German com¬ 
panies. 

Pledge to make S-E Asia 
N-free 

T he Association of South-East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) has 
backed efforts to conclude the 
Uruguay round of trade negotiations 
on tile basis of a compromise drafted 
by Arthur Dunkel, Director-General 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Irade (GATT). 

ASEAN grouping, Brunei, In¬ 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand, delivered 
the endorsement m a declaration is¬ 
sued after a two-day summit of its 
heads of government in Singapore. 
Mr Dunkel had propo.sed a com¬ 
promise to bridge U.S. and European 
positions on agricultural subsidies 
which had stalled the trade talks. The 
summit pledged to make South-East 
Asia a nuclear weapon.s-free zone 
and an ama of peace, frtvdom and 
neutrality. The top rank ASEAN 
leaders said in the declaration that 
with the end of the Cold War the 
ASEAN should move towards a 
higher plane of economic and politi¬ 
cal cooperation'^to secure regional 
peace and prosperity. 

ASEAN called on all parties in 
Cambodia to implement the Paris 
peace agreement and adopt national 
reconciliation to bring lasting peace, 
promising to play an active role for 
the reconstniction of Cambodia, Viet¬ 
nam and Laos. The leaders said the 
grouping should establish an 
ASEAN free trade area using the 
Common Effective Trade Preferential 
Tariffs (CEPT) scheme as the main 
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mechanism within 15 years. 

ASF AN urged the world's major 
trading countries to settle their dit- 
[ ferences on agriculture and other 
areas and use the Dunkel draft to 
work towards an early and successful 
conclusion ot the Uruguay negotia¬ 
tions started in 1986. 

The ASEAN summit of six heads 
of government adopted India as its 
sectoral partner as per their 
Ministers' recommendation. Sin¬ 
gapore Foreign Ministi'r Wong Kan 
Sengh, said India's application to be¬ 
come a sectoral partner in specific 
areas like trade, investment, science 
and technology and training was ear¬ 
lier approved by the Foreign Mini¬ 
sters at the summit preparatory 
meeting. 

The leaders ended the summit 
with a declaration voicing their com¬ 
mon stand against the emergence of 
economic blocks throughout the 
world, seeking to undermine and 
erode the fledgling economies ot 
Asia. 

Kabul seeks New Allies 

R Najibullah is earnestly work¬ 
ing towards a resolution of U)- 
year old agony. The Afghan 
Government seems to be set for some 
change. On January 23 Dr Najibullah 
spoke about the changes in his 
Government's international and 
domestic perceptions in the wake ot 
the break-up ot the USSR, and cessa¬ 
tion of all US aid to the rebel 
Mujahideen. 

Afghanistan, which was one of 
the largest beneficiaries of Soviet aid, 
is once again looking towards Russia 
and the Central Asian republics to 
sustain the country's economy Dr 
Najibullah said that his government 
"has taken a series of political, 
economic and diplomatic initiatives 
with the Government in Moscow and 
with the governments in the newly 
independent Asian republics", to tide 
over problems of food and fuel 
shortage and rising inflation. 

Following the detente between 
the US and the former USSR, Dr 
Najibullah has made attempts to 
dilute his party's obvious links with 
the communist ideology, that would 
have negated any form of contact 


with Islamic countries in West Asia. 
Ho said that "Afghanistan is willing 
to have dose relations with all neigh¬ 
bouring countries". 

About the possibility of Af¬ 
ghanistan coming together with 
Saudi Arabia and Iran to form a 
larger bloc against Pakistan, the 
President said it was in his country's 
interests to promote "partnership in 
the region" rather than to resort tp 
"confrontation and the formation of 
blcKs". 

Mr Najibullah felt that following 
the recent changes in the world order, 
it was in "the national interest of 
Pakistan to have friendly relations 
with Afghanistan, so that it can find 
access to a route to the markets in the 
Central Asian republics". These 
economic interests were compelling 
Pakistan "towards political settle¬ 
ment with Afghanistan". 

He pointed out that Pakistan's 
continued military support to 
rebels on Atghanistan's borders 
was leading to unrest Dr Najibul¬ 
lah called for the setting up ot an 
international monitoring agency 
under the aegis of the UN "to con¬ 
trol the shipment of arms on 
Afghanistan's borders". 

Pak accepts Afghan plan: 
Pakistan recently announced accep¬ 
tance of the UN proposal for conven¬ 
ing of an Afghan Assembly to dedde 
on the shape of the interim govern¬ 
ment acceptable to the Afghans. 
Simultaneously, Pakistan served 
notice on Mujahideen groups to join 
the peace process. There are at least 
four Afghan resistance groups which 
have put obstacles to the peace 
process. 

Until 1989 Pakistan was 
earnestly seeking a military victory 
in Afghanistan and the installation 
of a fundamentalist government in 
Kabul. Since then the former UN 
Secretary-General has announced 
his five-point peace formula and 
negative symmetry by which arms 
aid to combatants on both sides 
would be halted. Pakistan is now 
readjusting its policy in accordance 
with the realities. These include the 
break-up of the former Soviet 
Union and the creation of inde¬ 


pendent Muslim States on Pakistan's 
northernflank. 

W. Asia Peace Talks 
Fruitless 

two-day West Asia peace con¬ 
ference, boycotted by Pales¬ 
tinians, Syria and Lebanon, ended in 
Moscow on January 29, setting up 
several working groups for multi¬ 
lateral talks. The issues to be con¬ 
sidered by the groups include 
disarmament, watea sharing, en¬ 
vironment, economic development 
and refugees. 

An expanded Palestinian delega¬ 
tion continued its boycott of the con¬ 
ference on the final day over a 
dispute about the delegation's com¬ 
position. The delegation includes 
representatives from East Jerusalem 
and exiled groups. But Russia and the 
USA, co-hosts of the conference, sup¬ 
porting the Israeli stand, told the 
Palestinians that only representatives 
from occupied territories of West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip would be 
allowed to participate. 

The Palestinians stayed away, 
protesting the restrictions on the 
composition of their delegation. A 
Palestinian spokesman contended 
that the Madrid fomula was 
"unjust". The formula was evolved 
to start the process at Madrid. The 
Palestinian delegation set an official 
memorandum to the co-sponsors of 
the Moscow meet and proposed two 
more working groups on Jeru.salem 
and human rights, but no reply was 
received. That was why the Pales¬ 
tinians could not partiapate in tjie 
proceedings. 

Autonomy plan for 
Palestine 

HE Palestininas have presented 
an autonomy plan for the oc¬ 
cupied territories in their bilateral 
talKs at the U.S. State Department 
with the Israelis. The plan calls for 
Palestinian self-rule in tM West Bank 
an Gaza Strip, withdrawal of Israeli 
military forces, their replacement by 
UN peace-keepers and election of an 
interim Palestinian government to 
rule the territories until their final 
status is decided. Jewish settlements 
would not be planted any more in the 
occupied territories, according to the 
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plan. 

It calls for a system centred on an 
assembly of 180 representatives to be 
elected under international super¬ 
vision from among all Palestinians in 
the territories captured by Isreal 
during the 1967 war. The plan re¬ 
quires all residents of the occupied 
territories now "detained by Israel to 
be freed to enable participation in the 
elections. 

Once an assembly has been 
chosen, it would elect a chairman of 
an executive council, who in turn 
would choose 20 members to serve 
under him. This parliamentary 
government will assume authority 
over all the people, land and resour¬ 
ces now exercised by Israel—until 
there is a final status agreement. 


highly enriched uranium and 
weapons "core", essential to produc¬ 
ing bombs. But there was no plan to 
destroy the parts. The US, the Foreign 
Secretary contended, must put pres¬ 
sure on India to force a change in 
policy postures on the US-Pakistan 
nuclear proposal for de-nuclearisa¬ 
tion of the South Asian region. 

This could be worked out as part 
of a regional arms contrel accord 
which the US is urging at Islamabad's 
behest. Otherwise, Mr Khan added, 
"I foresee no reversal by Pakistan of 
its policy to keep the components and 
core we have already made to as¬ 
semble nuclear bombs. 

Pak facing disaster? 

HE latest reports from foreign 
countries show that more Pakis¬ 
tanis than ever before question the 
direction their lountry is taking and 
its place in a changing world. Uncer¬ 
tainty about the future feeds the 
suspicion that democracy docs not 
work in Pakistan and the military 
may have to setp in once again. 

Corruption permeates the con¬ 
servative Islamic Government. 
Human rights activists claim that vic¬ 
timisation of the political opposition 
is more prevalent than in the darkc*st 
days of martial law. The country is 
awash with guns and sophisticated 
weapons attracted by the civil war in 
neighbouring Afghanistan. Tribal 
wars also continue. Bandits roam the 
countryside, looting and kidnapping 
innocent people. 

Drug trafficking has become so 
common that many foreign narcotic 
agents describe Pakistan as the "new 
Colombia", which had become 
notorious for such lawless and 
dangerous activity. 

Besides, never in 40 years has 
the relationship with the U.S. been 
so bad. Washington stopped 
economic and military aid about 18 
months ago. The Americans are 
being pushed closer to India, 
Pakistan's traditional enemy. 
Pakistan is looking for new friends. 
It is courting the newly inde¬ 
pendent republics of the Common¬ 
wealth of Independent States 
which were formerly a part of the 


USSR. 

US Report criticises Pak 

ET another expisure of the Pakis¬ 
tan Government's excesses 
against members of the minorities 
and others in Sindh provinces had 
come through the US State Depart¬ 
ment. 

According to the State 
Department's assessment, while 
there was improvement in some 
aspects of human rights in Pakistan 
last year, the situation detenorated 
significantly in Sindh provinces 
where the Chief Minister abused ex¬ 
ecutive and judicial powers to arrest 
and detain members of the opposi¬ 
tion. 

The report also holds the Provin¬ 
cial administration liable for its 
failure to uphold the freexiom of the 
press. It highhghS the abuse of the 
Islamic system by the newly set up 
courts tor speedy trial. 

The report lists several cases 
which include the assassination of a 
Sunni leader which caused sec¬ 
tarian clashes, abductions and 
misuse of powers by the police. 
Several cases have been reported of 
assaults on women, including the 
assault on Vecna Hayat, a friend of 
Ms Bena/ir Bhutto. Over 19000 
juveniles have been put in Punjab 
)ails. The accused are .seldom tried 
or punished. 

The US reports also states that 
Pakistan maintains several domestic 
intelligence .services which monitor 
politicians, political activists, 
suspected terrorists and suspected 
foreign intelligence agents. Regard¬ 
ing minorities, the reports mentions 
the Ahmc*dis who have been declared 
non-Muslims by the State. 

It was alleged that parents who 
raise their children as Ahmedis are 
inciting them to apostasy and are 
committing a crime entailing capital 
punishment. 

There have been reports of forced 
conversions, confiscation of Hindu 
shrines and disruption of prayer ser¬ 
vices. Christians are also being dis¬ 
criminated against in the public 
services, the universities and the 
military. 


Israel and Jordan held their first 
formal substantive peace talks but Is¬ 
raeli officials exchanged bitter ac¬ 
cusations with Arabs on terrorism. 

Pak’s Nuclear Admission 

P AKISTAN'S Foreign Secretary 
Shahryar Khan openly admitted 
on February 7 that his country had 
the capacity to assemble at least one 
nuclear device whenever it desired to 
do so. This disclosure was made to 
the "Washington Times". The 
capability is there, he said. Pakistan 
had elements which, put together, 
would become a device. 

This is the first time that a Pakis¬ 
tani official has publicly acknow¬ 
ledged the extent of Pakistan's 
nuclear progress. But, Mr Khan 
added, Pakistan had pledged not to 
explode such a device or transfer its 
nuclear technology to other Islamic 
States or Third World countries that 
wanted to obtain it. He claimed that 
he was speaking on record to "avoid 
credibility gaps". Previously, Pakis¬ 
tan had repeatedly denied US insis¬ 
tence that it possessed the ability to 
make nuclear weapons. 

It may be recalled that the US 
Administration had halted 573 mil¬ 
lion dollars as aid to Pakistan in an 
attempt to curb its nuclear develop- 
nfient programme and has not 
resumed Hie aid programme since 
then. Pakistan, it is officially ad¬ 
mitted, had forzen production of 
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Q. Wheru was Iho 2'?rd Interna- 
Uonal Film Kstival of India (IFFI) 
held? 

Ans. Bangaloie 
Q. Who IS Mr Arthur llunkcP 
Ans. i It IS the Director General 
of CAT r Thirt has been a big eon- 
trovers\ going in political cirtles of 
India on the proposals popularly 
known as LXinkel proposals sent bv 
him tor acceptance bv India during 
Uruguay Round trade negotiations 
Q. What IS stockinvest ^ 

Ans This IS a new scheme an¬ 
nounced bv the Indian government 
under vvhuh the monev of the ap 
plicant, applying for shares would 
continue to remain in his account 
and only to the extent he is success¬ 
ful in obtaining allotment of shares, 
the stock instrument will be en¬ 
cashed bv the company issuing 
shares 

Q. Name {he only brigade of the 
Indian army which has the President 
ot India as its Colonel-in C hieP 
Ans. The Brigade of Ciuards It 
IS the first infantry brigade to be 
chosen for complete mechanisa¬ 
tion—an army term for mcxiernisa- 
tion in all aspects 

Q. What was the annual rate of 
inflation for the calendar year 1991 
based on monthly average of 
wholesale price index (base 1981 82 
= 100 )’ 

Ans. n I per cent The annual 
rate of inflation for 1990 was 9 1 per 
cent 

Q. What IS the purpose of Na¬ 
tional Renewal Fund (NKF)’ 

Ans. NRl IS a non-statufory 
fund that would cover the rcxjuire- 
ments of labour in industries that 
may have to resort to retrenchment, 
retaining or redeployment ot labciur 
as a lesult of modernisation and 
teoJmologv upgradation The fund 
would also cover the ret|uirements 
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for providing a social safety net to 
workers retrenched from side and 
closed units 

Q Which country has agreed in 
principal, recently, to sell 40 Mirage- 
2000 fighter )ets to Pakistan’ 

Ans France 

Q Across which river is Asia's 
second longest cable-stayed bridge, 
being bolt’ 

Ans. Hooghly The bridge 
would connect Calcutta with 
Howrah Japan has Asia s longest 
cable-stayed bridge 

Q. India has recently bex'n made 
sectoral partner ot which economic 
block’ 

Ans. The Asscxiation of South 
Fast Asian Nations (ASF AN) 

Q. Name the first public sector 
undertaking to go pnvate’ 

Ans. Maruti Udyog Limited 
Q. Who was the chief guest at 
1992 Republic Day Parade’ 

Ans. Mr Mario Soares, [’resi¬ 
dent of Portugal 

Q. Reserve Bank of India has 
decided to free foreign companies 
from FERA regulations What dcx?s 
this mean’ 

Ans. Freedom from FFRA 
would mean that now the foreign 
companies would be allowed to 
open their branches, permit their 
trade marks to be used freely and to 
carry on in India any activity of a 
trading, commercial or industrial na¬ 
ture They will also be free to borrow 
money and accept deposits in India 
They would be permitted to deal in 
and acquire immovable property in 
India, provided the purchase con¬ 
sideration IS made in foreign ex¬ 
change out of remittances from 
abroad 

Q. What amount of aid for India 
has been pledged by USA for 1993’ 
Ans. $ 127 08 million 
Q. What are the mam functions 


of the Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SFBI)’ 

Ans. The main functions of 
SFBI are to provide investor protec¬ 
tion, promote the development of 
the capital market and regulate the 
functioning of the securities market 
It wciuld also regulate the working of 
collective investment schemes in¬ 
cluding mutual funds 

O. What amount has been 
fetched by the India Development 
Bonds (IDB) and Foreign Exchange 
Remittances schemes’ 

Ans. US S 1 yso million (Rs 
4,4b2 SO crore) IDB fetched $ 753 
million and remittances $ 997 mil¬ 
lion 

Q. Name the countries which 
participated in the first evt'r Security 
Counal summit at New York’ 

Ans. USA, Britain, France, Rus¬ 
sia, C hma (all permanent members), 
Ecuador, Venezuela, Cape Verde, 
Morocco, Belgium, Austria, Hun¬ 
gary, Zimbabwe, India and Japan 
Q. 'Project Elephant', an am¬ 
bitious effort for conservation of 
elephants, is to be executed in which 
States’ 

Ans. Assam, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Onssa, Tamil 
Nadu and West Bengal 

Q. What milestone was 
achieved by Kapil Dev in the Tost 
match played at Perth, Australia on 
February 3,1992’ 

Ans. Kapil Dev claimed his 
400th Test victim, a milestone only 
crossed by Sir Richard Hadlee of 
New Zealand 

Q. With which European multi¬ 
national has National Thermal 
Power Corporation signed a joint 
venture agreement for constructing 
massive power plahts in India’ 

Ans. Asean Brown Bovery 
(ABB). 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ARTRAC: Army Training Com¬ 
mand. 

CIS: Commonwealth of Inde¬ 
pendent States. 

CSCE: Conference on Security 
and Co-operation Europe. 

FERA: Foreign ‘ Exchange 
Rc'gulation Act. 

NRF: National Renewal Fund. 

NSE: National Slock Exchange. 

NSMS: National Stock Market 
System. 

RABMN: Remote Area Bu.siness 
Message Network. 

AWARDS 

1992 Republic Day Awards 

Bharat Ratna: Subhash Chandra 
Bo.se (/x;st//»;«e«s/i/), Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad (post/ij/wioi's/y) and 
J.R.D. Tata 

Padma Vibhushan: Ten promi- 
ment persons were honoured with 
Padma Vibushan. They are: A.B. Vaj¬ 
payee, senior leader of BjP; Swaran 
Singh, former external affairs mini¬ 
ster; Aruna Asaf Ali, freedom fighter; 
V. Shantaram (iK»tliumously), film 
roducer and director, Govindbhai 
hroff, educationist; K. Narayana 
Rao, poet; Pt Lakshman Shastri joshi, 
philosopher; Dr M.B Mansoor, clas- 
.sical musician; Ravi Narayan Reddy 
(posthuimtisly)', and Dr S. Padmavati, 
cardiologist. 

Thirty four personalities were 
honoured with Padma Bhushan. 
Prominent among them were: Film 
actor and director Girish Karnad, 
flutist Hari Prasad Chaurasia, Dr 
Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan (space 
technology), Mrs Mrinalini Sarabhai 
(dance), Naushad Ali (film music), 
Mrs Sonal Mansingh (dance), Talat 
MelimcKxl (Hindi film singer), PtC.R. 
Vyas (vocal music). Prof Romila 
Tnapar (history) and Bijoy Chandra 
Bhagwati (public life). 

Eighty six prominent persons 


were awarded Padma Shri. 
Prominent among them were: 
Former Olympic hockey captain Ajit 
Pal Singh, mountaineer Hukam 
Singh, athlete Shnram Singh, tormer 
actress Jaya Bachchan, BBC repre¬ 
sentative in India Mark Tully, Biren 
De (painting), Sister Felisa Garbala 
(service to leprosy patients), Homi J. 
Talyarkhan (public life), Mr Joseph 
Alla Stein (architecture), K.M. Mam- 
men Mapoillai (industrial develop¬ 
ment), Dr Luis Jose D'Sou/a 
(medicine). Intelligence Bureau chief 
M.K. Narayanan and Mrs Vidyabchn 
Shah (social work). 

Ashok Chakra 

HE President has awarded Ashok 
Chakra, the highest civilian gal¬ 
lantry award, to Capl Sandeep 
Sankhla, p'.f/ii/iHous/y. 

Capt Sankhla, of 18 Dogra, 
laid down his life fighting 
militants in Jammu and Ka.smir in 
August 1991 

Indira Gandhi award for 
international justice and harmony 
HE first Indira Gandhi award for 
international justice and har¬ 
mony has been given PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat. 

The award, comprising a silver 
shield, is instituted by the Indian 
Council of World Affairs (ICWA). 

Saraswati Samman 

ENOWNED Hindi poet and 
author Dr Harivansh Rai Bach¬ 
chan has been selected for the 
country's highest literary award, 
Saraswati Samman. The award has 
been instituted by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation, a charitable literary cul¬ 
tural and scx’ial organisation. 

The honour carries a cash award 
of Rs three lakh. 

Dr Bachchan had been 
nominated for the award for the 
fourth and the last volume of his 
autobiography titled “DasMivar se 
sopan tak (1985). 


1992 Lata Mangeshkar award 
HE l,ata Mangeshkar award, 1992 
has been given to nolcxi singer, 
Yesudas. 

Instituted by the Madhva 
Pradesh Government the award is 
given annually for excellence in 
creativity, outstanding achievement 
and dedication to light music. The 
award carries a citation and an 
amount of Rs one lakh 

B.D. Goenka award for excellence 
in journalism 

R T N Ninan, editor ot the 
Economic Times, has been 
named for the B.D. Goenka Award 
for Excellence in purnalisin tor 1991. 

In the Indian language section, 
the award has gone to Mr PV. 
Acharya, former editor of "Kastun". 

Mr Ninan was choses for his 
professionalism in pmviding concep¬ 
tual leadership to an established 
newspaper. Mr Acharya, who set 
new standards in Kannada prose, 
was selected for his life-long service 
as an editor, columnist and scholar. 

DEFENCE 

Sixth Command of Indian Army 
HE Indian Army has entered a 
new era with the raising of the 
Army Training Command 
(ARTRAC) at Mhow. With the 
launching of the new sixth Com¬ 
mand, the Indian Army is preparing 
Itself to keep pace with the fast¬ 
changing global scenario. 

Headed by Lt Gen A.S. Kalkat, 
SYSM, AVSM, VSM—a soldier with 
vast experience and a keen insight— 
the ARTRAC is envisaged to help the 
Army in maximising their training 
effectiveness for the challenging 
tasks in the hi-tech world, and to be 
better prepared for complex battle 
field situations in futuristic conflict 
scenarios. 

Many advanced armies have 
.such an organisation to wholly con¬ 
centrate on standardising and 
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streamlining their training efforts. 

The AKTRAC headquarters is or- 
anised in three major branches: 
trategy and Operational Doctrine 
Branch; Training Branch and Opera¬ 
tional Logistics Branch—each 
headed by a Major General The 
primary role of ARTRAC is the 
development of concepts and 
doctrines covering important ac¬ 
tivities from strategy to human 
resource development. The main 
function of this newly created com¬ 
mand will be to work as an integrated 
defence 'think-tank' 

INS Shalki—First indigenously 
built submarine-launched 

HE first indigenously-built sub¬ 
marine, INS SUalkt was commis¬ 
sioned by Defence Minister, Sharad 
Pawar, at Indian Naval Dockyard, 
Bombay on February 7, 1992. 

INS ^hnlki has been constructed 
at Ma/agaon Dcx'ks in collaboration 
with the submarine builder HDW 
(Germany). It is based on design 
provided by IKL (Germany). It is the 
third submat me of SK (submarine 
killers) class. The other two being INS 
Shislutinar and INS Shaiikush (both 
made in Germany) 

INS Shalki is a diesel electric sub¬ 
marine with most modern features 
comparable to the best in the world. 
It has ISOO tonne displacement 
capacity and five ballast tanks. The 
submarine has a length of 61 metres. 
It has a torpedo room, a combat infor¬ 
mation centre, a steering stand, a gar¬ 
bage reactor, a data bank and inertial 
navigational system to give location 
at any given lime. 

The submarine has undergone 
extensive harbour and sea trials. With 
the commissioning of INS Shalki, the 
Indian Navy will have altogether 
eighteen submarines. 

PERSONS 

Azad, Maulana Abul Kalam 

E was one of the stalwarts of 
India's freedom struggle. He has 
been honoured with title of Bharat 
Ratna (^wZ/iHiHoiis/y). He had op 
posed partition of India in 1947. In his 
book India wins Freedom, published 
in 1958, he had partially blamed 
Nehru and Patel for the partition of 


the country. 

Throughout his life he cham¬ 
pioned the cause of Hindu-Muslim 
unity. 

Bhushan, Bharat 

HARAT Bhushan, the proininent 
film hero of the Ms, whose forte 
was portraying legendry figures like 
Baiju Bawra and Mirm Ghalth died on 
January 27,1992. He was 71. 

He made his mark as a hero 1940s 
with Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Then he 
made a smooth transition from 
mythologicals to legendry lovers like 
Sohni MahimI to lighter romanticals 
like Gakimy of Imlia. He and the late 
Madhubala were a hit pair in several 
films. In all he had worked in more 
than 200 films. 

Bose, Subhash Chandra 

ETTER known as Nffaji of A/ad 
Hind Fouj (Indian National 
Army). Subhash Chandra Bose has 
been honoured by the Indian govern¬ 
ment with a Bharat Ratna (pos/hu- 
inously) He was a powerful 
nationalist leader and was also 
elected President of the Indian Na¬ 
tional Congress once. He gained 
much prominence for organising 
I.N.A. during the World War II. He is 
reported to have died in a plane crash 
in 1945. 

Kumar Gandharva 

OTED musician, Kumar 
Gandharva died on January 12, 
1992. He was 67. 

He was born as Shivaputrayya 
Komalimath on April 8,1924 in Kar¬ 
nataka. His propensity to assimilate 
the music of the maestros and render 
them faithfully prompted a swami to 
call him Kumar Gandharva and the 
name stuck. At the tender age of five 
he rendered Basant rag of Savai 
Gandharva, a noted exponent of 
Kirana Gharaua. In his eleventh year, 
he embarked on the road to stardom 
with a concert in Allahabad. 

Kumar Gandharva had a 
penchant for creating new ragas, 
based on folk music. He was always 
an innovator, making his own path 
without blindly following the beaten 
track in the name of sticking to tradi¬ 
tion. 

He was a recipient of Padma 


Bhushan, Padma Vibw^han and Kalidas 
Samman awards 

Tata, J.R.D. 

J EHANGIR Ratanji Dadabhoy Tata 
is the recipient of Bharat Ratna 
award for 1992. 

He was born on July 29,1904 in 
Paris to a French mother and an In¬ 
dian father. When he came to India in 
1924 to settle down, he was hardly 
twenty years old In 1926 he was 
made a director of Tata Sons after the 
death of his father. In 1938, the Tala 
Sons directors, all senior to him, 
selected him as their leader. Chair¬ 
man. And for the next 53 years he was 
the exceptionally popular "Boss" of 
the industrial empire of Tatas. 

He was the first in India to 
qualify as a pilot and was grantc*d 
pilot licence serial No 1 in March 
1929. He was founder ot Air India 
which was takenover by the govern¬ 
ment atler nationalLsalion. 

PROJECTS 

Gandhar power project cleared 
HE Government has approved 
the setting up of the 650 MW 
Gandhar gas-based power project 
Stage 1 in Gujarat It is estimated lo 
cost Rs 1860.11 crore. 

Of the total estimated cost, a sum 
of Rs 1656.30 crore has been ear¬ 
marked for the power station and 
facilities and Rs 203.81 crore tor the 
asscKiatcsd transmission system, both 
of which will be execTjted by the Na¬ 
tional Tliermal Power Corporation. 

The project, to be located in 
Bharuch distnet of Gujarat, will be 
implemented with Japanese assis¬ 
tance. It has been allocated 1.5 
MCMD of gas from the Gandhar gas 
field and will operate according to 
the power demand of the Western 
region. Its first gas turbine is likely to 
be commission^ 24 months from the 
award of the contract tor the main 
plant and equipment and subsequent 
units at intervals of two months each 
thereafter. 

Big expansion plan for postal 
services 

project to ti^nsmit moneyorders 
by statellites is the highlight of a 
massive modernisation and expan¬ 
sion plan of the postal services to be 
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launched shortly. 

Under the plan a Rs 27-crore 
project had been initiated to utilise 
the satellite channels for the trans¬ 
mission of moneyorders. To begin 
with, 75 stations, including state capi¬ 
tals, would be connected tlirough the 
satellite. Subsequently, the satellite 
communication facility would be ex¬ 
tended to electronic mail and other 
serv'ices. 

A spt'ed post corporation is also 
proposed to be set up as a separate 
company operating on commercial 
terms and profitability. This would 
speed up the postal operations, espe¬ 
cially the handling of bulk mail, and 
be in tune with the trend world over 
to move towards corporatisation in 
the postal administration. 

Till the satellite facility becomes 
available tor remote areas, remote 
area business message network 
(RABMN) would be utilised for 
transmissKin of moneyorders to these 
areas. '■ 


The sorting of mail, which is one 
ol the main causes of delay, would 
also be mechanised. 

For expansion ot the postal .ser¬ 
vices a programme had been 
launched to provide a post office 
within a three km radius of each vil¬ 
lage, subject to satisfaction of certain 
norms relating to population and 
economic viability. 


indium phosphide crystal, making 
India the eighth nation possessing 
the technology. 

Indium phosphide has tremen¬ 
dous potential in opto-electronics 
and communication. 

Unique cable-stayed bridge 
almost ready 

SIA's second longest cable- 
stayed bridge across the river 
Hooghly, which would connect Cal¬ 
cutta with Howrah, is likely to be 
completed by April 1992. 

Once completed, the "Unique" 
bridge, built on the technique of 
"dead-load composite system", 
would provide much-awaited relief 
to the chronic traffic congestion on 
the existing Rabindra Setu. 

Originally estimated at Rs 57 
crore in 1979, when the work began, 
the 2700 feet main bridge on the river 
along with 16.5 km long elevated 
structure on both sides would now 
cost about a staggering Rs 400 crores. 

Although japan has Asia's, 
longest cable-staytxi bridge, the new 
bridge would be "unique" as it is 
built on "dead-load composite 
system", while the bridge in Japan is 
constructed on "livt'-load compoiste 
system". 

SPACE RESEARCH 

'Discovery' launch 

HE US space shuttle Disccrociy 
was launched on January 22,1992 
with seven astronauts and an assort¬ 
ment of creatures on board. 

Among the specimens that were 
on board were: roundw'orms, fruit 
flies, yeast, bacteria, slime mold, frog 
eggs and sperm, fetal mouse bones, 
oat and wheat seedlings, lentil roots, 
hamster kidney cells and human 
blood cells. 

The idea is to see how plants 
respond in orbit to varying amounts 
of light and artificial gravity, and 
how animal and cell development is 
affected by weightlessness and space 
radiation. 

The research mission is the first 
of at least eight shuttle flights 
planned for 199^ 

The crew consisted of a physicist, 
two physicians and four engineers. 
One was Canadian, another German 


and the rest were from the United 
States. 

The astronauts spent most of 
their time conducting experiments 
inside spacelab, a module in the 
cargo bay. Human medical tests were 
conduct^ to gain understanding of 
space motion sickness and back pain, 
frequently suffered by astronauts in 
orbit. 

Such knowledge is vital asNASA 
heads towards the first two-week 
shuttle flight in 1992 summer and 
considerably longer stints aboard the 
planned space station. 

Discovery of new planet a mistake 
RITISH astronomers, who 
claimed two months ago to have 
discovered a new planet have now- 
admitted that the planet does not 
exist. 

In a report published in the 
British journal Nature they said their 
earlier inference was a mistake. 
Reprocessing the data revealed there 
was no planet. 

MISCELLANY 

Mongolia changes name 

M ongolia has officially 

dropped "People's Republic" 
from its name and will formally 
adopted new constitution on January 
13,1992. 

The Central Asian nation's legis¬ 
lature adopted by a majority the 
name "State of Mongolia", removing 
one 6f the last remnants of a Stalinist 
past. 

Mongolia held its first 
democratic elections in 1990, ending 
69 years of communist rule and 
adopting a radical programme to 
privatise its economy. 

Tass ceases to exist, RITA is in 
HE Tass news agency, official 
media voice of the former Soviet 
Union for nearly seven decades, has 
been merged into a new agency 
called RITA. 

The Russian president, Mr Boris 
Yeltsin, by decree issued on January 
22,1992, ordered that the Russian In¬ 
formation Telegraph Agency or RITA 
would group both Tass and the semi¬ 
official Novosti agency and be subor¬ 
dinate to Ihc Rii^'i li i'. 

prt'-;'di'nl 'ii'i i-.'i-* , 


It has also been decided to pro¬ 
vide at least a letter box in each vil¬ 
lage having population over 1,000. In 
the second phase, letter boxes would 
be provided in villages having 
population exceeding ,500. 

The organisational structure of 
the department of posts would be 
reorganised and decentralised to 
make it more responsive to new chal¬ 
lenges. This would be achieved by 
redistribution and rationalisation of 
the postal regiorrs. 

There would be a higher level 
delegation to the field functionaries 
accompanied with cc»mplete account¬ 
ability for management of their 
respective postal circles or regions. 

India on global map in crystal 
growth technology 

A nna University, Madras, has 
successfully grown the high tech 
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BADMINTON 

National Championships 

Men's singles: Rajeev Bagga 
(Maharashtra) 

Women's singles: Manjusha 
Pa \va ngail ka r (Maha rashtra) 

Women's doubles: Manjusha 
and Auhana Deodhar (Maha¬ 
rashtra) 

Mixed doubles: Smdhu Gulati 
and Fiarjeel Singh (Railways) 

46lh Inter-State Championship 
Tisentv eight yeai-old Madhumita 
Bishl, queen ot Indian Badminton, 
speaiheaded Indian Railways to a 
2 1 victory over traditional rival 
Maharashtra to retain the C hadha 
L up for women for the third time 
in a tow m the Puma Carona 46th 
Inter-State badminton champion¬ 
ships 

BAS KETBALL 

42nd National Championship 
Railways' supremacy in the nation¬ 
al basketball scene was proved 
beyond doubt when they retained 
tlie Idward William Todd Memorial 
Trophy for the men's event for the 
fifth consecutive vear 

Railways also won the women's 
title beating Punjab 78-48 

BRI DGE 

National Championship 
R Krishnan and 1 PJ Albuquerque, 
both trom Madras, annexed the 
Kakinada Trophy having won the 
Lile-masters catc’gory of pairs event 
with T42 poinS in the National 
Bridge ( hampionship 

Dr PD Boa/ from Madras, and 
Aain Biswas trom Calcutta, in their 
maiden partnership, claimed the 
‘sundaram Trophy tor the pairs 
event of the National Masters with 
141 points 

CHKS 

Dubai Gold Cup 

Jakarta annexed the Dubai Gold 
Cup with a tally ot 25 5 points at 
the end of the final round of the 
Asian C itics team chess champion¬ 
ship 


Melbourne also got 25 5 points 
but lost the championship title on 
tie-break to Jakarta 

Jamshedpur defeated Doha 4-0 
to take the fourth position in the 
championship 
National 'A' title 

Anupama Gokhalc (Maharashtra) 
legained the National 'A' chess title 
alter one year In the penultimate 
round, Anupama quickly agreed for 
a draw against Krishna Jahangirdar 
by playing eight moves of mcxlern 
defence 

Reggio Fmilia Chess tournament 
Indian grandmaster Vishwanathan 
Anand won the star-studded Rc*ggio 
Fmilia Chess Fournament when he 
beat Alexander Belyavsky of Uk¬ 
raine in the ninth and linal round 

World champion Garry 
Kasparov, who drew his final match 
with Alexander Khahnmin, was 
second 

CRICKET 

Duleep Trophy 

Spinner Manindcr Singh and 
medium pacer Vivek Ra/dan 
bowled North 7one to their ninth 
final triumph m the Duleep Trophy 
Tournament 

West Zone, chasing a victory 
target of 457, crashed to a paltry 
total of 220 off 83 overs North's 
236-run win over West was the one 
of the most humiliating for West 
in its Dulcvp history 
Deodhar Trophy 

South Zone regained the Dcxxihar 
Trophy after 10 years when they 
registered a comfortable 36-run vic¬ 
tory over Central Zone in the final 
One-da^ World Series 
Championship 

Despite a gallant 61 by an injured 
Ravi Shastri and a heroic 69 from 
the consistent Sachin Tendulkar, 
India were beaten by Australia, by 
SIX runs, m a close finish in the 
second leg of the best-of-three final 
of the one-day World Series cricket 
competition 

Having won the first leg in 


Melbourne by 88 runs, Australia 
became champions for the fifth time 
since the inception of the competi¬ 
tion in the late 1970s India were 
losing finalists to them on their last 
tour as wc'll, in 1985-86 
Australia-India Test Series 

Fourth match: Australia wore 
down spirited resistance from 
Mohammed A/haruddin, who hit 
a century, and Manoj IVabhakar to 
defeat India by 38 runs in the fourth 
cricket played at Adelaide 

The win gave Australia an un¬ 
beatable 3-0 in the five Test senes 

Third Test: The third lest, 
played at Sydney, endcxl in an ex¬ 
citing finish Australia, who needcxl 
170 to avoid an innings defeat, were 
seven wickets down when they 
cleared the defiat m the c'leventn 
over of the mandatory 15 

India were denied win by a 
50-run seventh-wicket partnership 
between Allan Border and Morvm 
Hughes 

Shastri emulates Mankad; In 
the Sydney Test, Ravi Shastn i>stab- 
lished a number of rexords When 
he reached 175, Shastri became 
India's highest scorer against 
Australia surpassing Sandeep Patil's 
174 at Adelaide in 1980-81 When 
he reached 188, he bettered his pre 
vious highest Test score—187 
against England in the 1990 Oval 
Test 

With his 206, Shastri is now the 
ninth Indian to have recorded 
double century in Tests Sunil 
Gavaskar holds the records for 
having scored fc>ur—three against 
the West Indues (220 at Port-ot- 
Spain, 1970-71, 205 at Bombay 1978- 
79 and 236 not out at Madras, 
1983-84) and one against England 
(221 at the Oval in 1979) 

In Australia's second innings, 
Shastri claimed 4 for 45 runs to 
emulate Vmoo Mankad, who had 
also given a similar all round per¬ 
formance in the 1955-56 Madras 
Test against New Zealand Mankad 
as. an opener, had posted 181 in 
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the first innings and in New 
Zealand's second innings, claimed 
4 for 65. 

In the 115 years of Test cricket, 
only two players have achieved the 
distinction of a double century and 
five w(Kkets in an innings in the 
same Test. 

Fifth Test: In what could be 
described as one of their worst 
debacle's, India were bowled out tor 
a humiliatingly low score of 141 to 
be beaten by a staggering 300 runs 
in the fifth and final Test against 
Australia, played at Perth. 

Australia won the series 4-0, a 
margin as wide as they have ever 
achieved in a rubber against India. 

From the Indian viewpoint it 
could be considered their biggest 
flop since they were whitewashed 
by England in 1974.' 

Kapil Dev reaches landmark 

Playing in his 113th Test match, 
Indian all-rounder Kapil Dev went 
on to claim his 400tn Test victim 
on February .3, 1992, a milestone 
only crossra bv Sir Richard Hadlee 
ot New Zealand. 


Kapil Dev, who turned .33 on 
Jan 6, achieved the landmark when 
he trapped Australian opener Mark 
Taylor leg-before in the last session 
of the third day of the final Test 
at Perth. 

During the 1991-92 tour of 
Australia, Kapil Dev had reacht'd 
another milestone when he became 
the first btiwler to have taken more 
than 200 wickets in one-day cricket. 

Kapil Dev, who began his Test 
career in 1978 during the tour of 
Pakistan, now has a lone target in 
front of him—the all-time haul of 
431 wickets by Sir Richard Hadlee 
of New Zealand. 

[In Jnivwn/ 1992 isi-uc on 
395 and 400 the total xvickch taken 
by Sir Richard Hadlee iiw.s printed as 
423 instead of 431. The nnstakc is 
regretted. 

Editor] 


New Zealand-England Test Series 

Second Test: England quickly 
completed the formality of taking 
New Zealand's last two wickets on 
the final morning of the second 
Test to win the match and the 
three-Te.st series. New Zealand, 203 
for 8 overnight, were all out for 
214 to give England a win by 168 


runs. 

It was England's first win in a 
series in New Zealand since 1975 
and for the hosts their first home 
series defeat since 1979. 
Pakistan-Sri Lanka One-day 
Series 

javed Miandad cast off his ailing 
fortunes by blasting an unbeaten 
115 off 103 balls, in the Hyderabad 
match, to spur Pakistan to a win¬ 
ning 3-0 lead in their one-day crick¬ 
et series against Sri Lanka. 

Miandad's century in the third 
of five internationals lifted Pakistan 
to 241 for three from their 40 overs 
and they st'cured a victory by 59 
runs after restricting the touring 
team to 182 for nine. 

Pakistan won the first oni'-dayer 
at Sargodha by eight wickets and 
the second at Karachi by 29 runs. 

FOOTBALL 

Rajiv Gandhi International 
Soccer Tournament 
Romania, displaying all-round 
supremacy, lifted the glittering Gold 
Cup drubbing South Korea 3-0 in 
an eventlul final of the first Raiiv 
Gandhi International Soccer (under 
21) Tournament at the JRD Tata 
Sports Complex, Jamshedpur. 

HOCKE Y 

Scindia Cup 

Indian Airlines trounced defending 
champions Punjab and Sind Bank 
5-2 to win the 68th All-India Scindia 
Gold Cup hockey tournament. 

SQUASH 

Asian Women's Championship 
Singapore's top-seeded Mah Li 
Lian completed a hat-trick of vic- 
toric's by successfully defending her 
title in the Asian women's squash 
championships at the glas.s-back 
Cricket Club of India Courts at 
Bombay. Bhuvaneshwari Kumari of 
India became the first Indian to 
figure among the medallists at the 
continental competition. She came 
third. 

Malaysia won the Asian 
women's squash title for the first 
time, swamping Sri Lanka 3-0 in 
their final league tie. 

India failed to improve upon 
the third-place position they had at 
the 1990 Calcutta championships. 
Defending champions Singapore 
clinched the second spot with a 


<.•1 ,.,1- t .<*M. .A Xi fCOa ,'f 


resounding .3-0 win over the hosts. 

TABLE TENNIS 

35rd National Championships 
Defending champion Kamlesh 
Mehta not only forced top seed 
Sujay Ghorpade of Maharashtra into 
submission but also entered the 
record books by taking the men's 
title for the seventh time. Kamlesh 
won in three straight games 21-16, 
21-17, 21-10. 

Niyoti Shah of Tamil Nadu 
came in for a bit of tough time 
only in the third game of the match 
but maintained her winning streak 
and took the title, piping top-seed 
Radhika of Railways, 22-20, 21-15, 
6-21, 21-14. 

Other Finals 

Women's doubles; Sujata 
Babras and Shilpa Takalkar 
(Maharashtra). 

Men's doubles: S. Raman and 
Jacob Premkumar (Tamil Nadu). 

Mixed doubles: S. Raman and 
B. Bhuvaneshwari ^Tamil Nadu). 
European Cup 

Germany won the Eurowan na¬ 
tions cup men's team table tennis 
championship for the second year 
in succession, beating France 3-2 in 
the final. 

TENNIS 

Australian Oj^en 

Jim Courier, blasting winners tmm 
the baseline almost at will, over¬ 
came top-seed*'d Stefan Edberg's 
serve-ano-volley game to take tbe 
Australian Open men's final 6-3, 
3-6, 6-4, 6-2 

The victory was the second 
Grand Slam title for the second- 
secxled Courier. 

World number one Monjea %’les 
kept her Australian Open Tennis 
Crown with straight sets thrashing 
of seventh-si’eded American Marv- 
Joe FernandOiS. 

V OLLEYBALL 

National Championships 
Tamil Nadu men and Railways 
women retained their respective na¬ 
tional titles in the 40tn national 
volleyball championships. 

Tamil Nadu took less than an 
hour to dispo.se of Andhra Pradesh 
15-8, 1.5-2, 15-5 in a tame final. 

In the women's final. Railways 
came from behind to beat a fighting 
Tamil Nadu 6-15, 15-7, 15-5, 15-7. 
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Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Zlwlyu ZlicU’v Prosidt'nt of Bul¬ 
garia, he has won a new five-year 
term in run off voting in Bulgaria's 
first popular presidential election. 

E}{ou Klep'^ili A German Chris¬ 
tian Democr.it, he has been elected 
as president of the 518-momber 
European Parliament. 

Tijt Vijiilii: He has been ap¬ 
pointed the new Prime Minister of 
Estonia 

Di M Chenna Reddy: He has 
been appointed as the Governor of 
Rajasthan. 

D D. Lnpaiii^: He is the new Chief 
Minister ot Meghalaya. He heads a 
20-member Congress(I)-led coali¬ 
tion ministry. 

//rtrAis/iaij Surp'et: He has 
been elected General Secretary of 
Communist Party of India (Marxist). 

I.P. Khobla: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as India's Ambassador to 
the Netherlands. 

Shai-hi Kant Kiipooi: He has been 
appointed Director-General of All 
India Radio. 

Resigned 

Cliadli Bendjedid: President of Al¬ 
geria. ^ 

hd^ar bavi'^aar: Prime Minister of 
Estonia. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Mario Soares: President of Por¬ 


tugal. He is the first head of State of 
Portugal to visit India. 

Dr Censu Tabotte: President of 
Malta. 

Yasser Arafat: President of Pales¬ 
tine. 

Dougtas Hurd: Foreign and Com¬ 
monwealth Affairs Secretary of 
Britain. 

And Batchoo: Minister of Trade 
and Shipping of Mauritius. 

M. Mottaki: Deputy Foreign 
Minister of Iran. 

Larry Pressler: US Republican 
Senator and author of the controver¬ 
sial Pressler amendment. 

LI Gen Johnny Corns: The Com¬ 
manding General of the United 
States Army's Pacific Command. 

Ismat Abel Meguid: Secretary- 
General of the Arab league. 

Died 

Kumar Gandharva: The 

prominent vocalist of the Hindus¬ 
tani classical music. He was 69. 

Prof A.K. Dasgupta: The doyen 
of South Asian economists. He was 
89. 

Bharat Bhushan: Prominent film 
personality of the Indian cinema. He 
was 71. 

Mohan Choti: Popular film come¬ 
dian and producer-director. He was 
I 52. 


EVENTS 


JANUARY 

10—The 23rd International Film 
Festival opens in Bangalore. 

13—Special operations by Army 
against ULFA in Assam are 
sirspended as a matter of good¬ 
will to facilitate the process of 
negotiations. 

16—India and UK agree on ter¬ 
rorists extradition treaty. 

—Steel prices are decontrolled. 


17—Key Akali factions decide to 
boycott Punjab polls. 

19—France agrees in principle to 
sell 40 Mirage-20(X) planes to 
Pakistan. 

24—Blast at Police Headquarters in 
Srinagar injures DGP, Mr J.N. 
Saxena and four senior security 
officers. 

—China establishes diplomatic 
ties with Israel. 
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26—The BJP President, Mr Murli 
Manohar 5pshi, unfurls the Na¬ 
tional Flag at the heavily- 
guarded Lai Chowk in Srinagar. 

28— Palestinians boycott the West 
Asia Peace talks being held at 
Moscow. 

29— India and Israel decide to es¬ 
tablish full diplomatic ties. 

—US President, Mr George Bush 
announces $ 50 billion defence 
cut, unilateral reduction of 
nuclear arms and an offer to cut 
nuclear arms even further if the 
Russian President, Mr Boris 
Yeltsin was prepared to recipro¬ 
cate. 

—The Association of South-East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) adopts 
India as its sectoral partner. 

30— USA freezes aid to Pakistan for 
the third year in succession as 
a punishment for its nuclear 
weapon programme. 

FEBRUARY 

1—^The first-ever Security Council 
Summit is held at New York. 

—Formal ceasefire comes into ef¬ 
fect in the 12-year Civil War in El 
Salvador. 

5—^Seventy people are killed and 
more than 300 arrested in the 
failed coup attempt in 
Venezuela. 

—Four-month-old President's rule 
ends in Meghalaya with the 
swearing-in of a 20-member 
Congress(I)-led coalition 
Government. 

7—Foreign Secretary of Pakistan, 
Mr Shahryar Khan, admits that 
his country has components 
and know-hovy to assemble at- 
least one N.-bomb. 

9—Pakistan orders its army and 
the occupied Kashmir Govern¬ 
ment to prevent the JKLF-led 
Kashmiri militants from cross¬ 
ing the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) on February 11. 

10—The Punjab Government in¬ 
vokes T/CDA against 60 leaders 
of six panthic organisations 
spearheading poll boycott 






QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 


The questions given under this feature were set in the 
BSRB Gramin Bank examination heid on the 15th Decem¬ 
ber, 1991. 

We thank San'shri Ajay Kumar Singh. Gautam Kumar 
Singh and Ranjan Kumar for sending these questions. 

What should be in place of the question mark (?) in 
the following questions? 

1. lU? = ? 

4 3 


(c) 9.9 


(e) None of these 

2. ?% 0146 = 16.1 

(a) 25 (h) 34 (r) 45 

(e) None of these 

3. 11% 0(90:=^?% of 1 

(a) 9.9 (h) 9 (c) 9.9 

(c) None of these 

4. 8692 - 4739 - 79=? 

(a) 4032 (b) 3953 (c) 4948 

(c) Noneofthe.se 

5. 3.23x0.03 = ? • 

(a) 0.0969 (h) 9.69 (r ) 0.099 

(<•) None of these 

6. 0.3469 + 41.7+ 1.65 = ? 

(a) 43.6969 (b) 42.4669 (c) 42.3541 

(d) 42.6969 (e) None of these 

7. 123x20-16 = ? 

(a) 244 (b) 2460 (c) 2444 

(e) None of these 

8. 4256 + 1639 + 307=? 

(a) 8965 (ft) 6202 (r) 6102 

(e) None of these 

9. 16“% of 198 = ? 


(d) 35 


{d) 0.99 


(c) 4948 (d) 3874 


(r ) 0.099 Ul) 0.969 


(c) 2444 (d) 2434 


(f) 6102 (d) 6192 


(a) 66 

(ft) 

33 

(0 

132 

(d) 

11 

(e) None of these 






10. 8458- 

4378 + 

1419 = ? 





(a) 2661 

(b) 

4080 

U) 

5499 

Id) 

5599 

(e) None of these 






11. 4267+1936+ ? 

= 7911 





(a) 6203 

(b) 

3644 

(c) 

5580 

(d) 

2331 

(e) None of these- 






12. 7.48-3 

.065 + 1. 

35 = ? 





(a) 3.065 

ib) 

5.775 

ic) 

5.765 

(cl) 

5.45 

(e) None of these 






13. 12.574 H 

■4.029+? = 26 





(a) 16.603 

ib) 

9.397 

(c) 

9.307 

(d) 

17.455 


(c) 2- 


(c) 12.004 (d) 12.4 


(c) 20 


(c) 1047 (d) 953 


(c) 0.05 (d) 0.2 


(e) None of these 

14. 8602 - 4514 = ? 

(a) 4198 (ft) 4088 (c) 4098 (d) 4188 

(e) None of these 
2 1 

15. 4“ - 2^ = ? 

3 6 

{a) 2^ (ft) 2^ (c) 2^ id) 2 ~ 

(e) None of these 

16. 9.04 + 9.4-6.4 = ? 

{a) 12.0 (ft) 12.04 (c) 12.004 (d) 12.4 

(c) Noneofthe.se 

17. 22.70 + 0.1135 = ? 

(a) 0.02 (ft) 0.2 (c) 20 (d) 2 

(c) None of these 

18. 407000 + 4070 = ?-47 

(a) 147 (ft) 53 (c) 1047 (d) 953 

(e) None of the.sc 

19. 

(a) 0.5 (ft) 2 (c) 0.05 (d) 0.2 

(e) J>Jone of these 

20. 6794-? = 5097 

(a) 1707 (ft) 1797 ' (r) 697 (d) 1697 

(c) None of these 

21. 476 + 2639 + 29 + 4028 = ? 

(a) 7162 (ft) 7072 (t ) 7272 (d) 7172 

(e) Noneoftliese 

22. 0.78 - 0.0078 = ? 

(a) 0.7732 (ft) 0.7778 (c ) 0.6722 (d) 0.772: 

(e) None of these 

23. 0.014 X 0.14 = ? 

(a) 0.0196 (ft) 0.00196 (c) 0.000196 

(t/) 0.(X)169 (e) None of these 

24 . 5687 + 4358 + 3959 = ? 

(a) 13004 (ft) 1.3994 (r) 14004 (d) 1490^ 

(e) None of the.se 

25. 7.46-1.78 - 3.59 = ? 

(a) 9.27 (ft) 2.19 (c) 2.09 (d) 3.09 

(e) None of these 

26. 51x22 + 52 = ? 

(tf) 1122 (ft) 3774 (c) 1070 (d) 1174 

(c) None of these 

27 

* 9 _ 4 X 2 

(a) 25 (ft) 0.9 (r) 2.5 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 


(c) 697 


(d) 1697 


(d) 7172 


(<■) 0.000196 


(r) 14004 (d) 1490^ 


(c) 2.09 


(d) 3.09 


(c) 1070 (d) 1174 


(c) 2.5 
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28. 


V? 


= 0.5 


180 

{a) 810 (&) 360 

(f) None of these 

29. 5691- (1703+2469) = ? 

(a) 1519 (b) 4925 

(e) None of these 

30. 4.62 + (4.62-2.42) = ? 

(o) 2.01 (6) 2.31 

(e) None of these 

31. 3.2X4.5-3.2 = ? 

(a) 14.4 (h) 4.5 

(e) None of these 

32. 2.80-0.08+ 0.2 = ? 

(a) 13.6 (6) 0.136 

(e) None of thes<; 

33. 0.201 + 0.67 = ? 

(a) 0.03 (h) 3.0 

(e) None of these 


34. 


3 4.5 - 

- X - ~ ~ = ? 

8 5 6 


(a) 


(b) 


4 


(e) Noneofthe.se 
172.92 

35 y .—— = ? 

10^-62 • 

(a) 3^ (.6) 6^ 

(e) None of these 
36. 2464 + 22 + 55 = ? 
(a) 32 (6) 167 

(e) None of these 
.1 
^2 

(a) 1.2 (b) 3.5 

(e) None of these 
1.2 X 4.8-1.6 „ 

''0.2X1.6 =• 

(o) 1.3 (b) 12 

(e) None of these 

39. 37-2% of 456 = ? 


37. 6' 


4U. 

3 


342 


(a) 126 (6) 

(e) None of these 
40. 12^ + 18 + 12 = ? 
(a) 4.8 (/>) 30 

(e) None of these 
3 + 4x2-5 , 


(a) 2 


(/») 1 


(e) None of these 


(c) 0.81 


(c) 2.2 


(r) 4.16 


(c) 304 
(r) 20 

(e) d 
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(c) 6457 (d) 1529 


(d) 2.11 


[d) 11.2 


(f) 1.25 (d) 1.05 


(r) 0.13 (d) 1.2 


id) 171 
id) 4 


id) 


2 2 3 

42. fx2|x^ = ? 

3 5 4 

ia) 1.5 ih) 0.2 
(e) None of the.se 

43. = ? 

8x21 


ic) 2.2 


ia) 


ib) 


21 

32 

14 


ic) 


id) 1.2 


id) 1^ 


(e) None of these 
.. 39 . . , 

' 2 ' ^ Vl% ’^169" ■ 
(a) 13 ib) 19.5 

(e) None oof these 
45. 2304 + 48+ 16 = ? 


(c) 1.5 , id) 3 


ic) 2.76 

id) 1.36 

ia) 48 

ib) 3 

ic) 768 

id) 256 



ie) None of these 





46. 208 + 

16 = 26x? 



ic) 0.3 

id) 0.003 

(a) 0.5 

ib) 13 

(c) 2 

id) 0.2 



(e) None of these 





47. 2184-i 

- ? = 26 X 6 





ia) 156 

lb) 504 

(c) 78 

id) 14 

. 3 

id) 4 

(e) None of these 



(c) - 

48. V64 X 

? = 1 X 8 

4 



5 






(a) 0.4 

ib) 0.25 

ic) .32 

id) 0.2 



(<*) None of these 



ic) "o 

id) 3^- 

49. ? + 18 

= 360+ 12 



(a) 12 

ib) 6 

(r) 144 

id) 30 

8 

8 

1 (e) None of these 





50. 9^-? 

= 99-81 



(c) 302 

id) 112 

ia) 18 

ib) 63 

(r) 36 

id) 81 

(e) None of the.se 


ANSWERS 


1. 

id) 

2. 

id) 

3. 

ie) 

4. 

id) 

5. 

ia) 

6. 

ia) 

7. 

ic) 

8. 

ib) 

9. 

ib) 

10. 

ic) 

11. 

ie) Ans. 1708 

12. 

ic) 

13. 

ib) 

14. 

ib) 

15. 

ia) 

16. 

ib) 

17. 

ic) 

Ans. 200 


18. 

ia) 

19. 

ia) 

20. 

id) 

21. 

id) 

22. 

iii) 

23. 

ib) 

24. 

ic) 

25. 

ic) 

26. 

id) 

27. 

ia) 

28. 

ie) 

Ans. 8100 

29. 

ia) 

30. 

ie) Ans.2.1' 


31. 

id) 

32. 

(e) Ans. 2.4 

33. 

(f) 

34. 

ie) 



35. 

ia) 

36. 

ib) 

37. 

ie) 

Ans. l| 

• 



38. 

ic) Ans. 13 






39. 

iii) 





40. 

ic) 

41. 

ic) 





42. 

id) 

43. 

ifl) 





44. 

ic) 

45. 

ib) 





46. 

ia) 

47. 

id) 





48. 

ib) 

49. 

ic) 





50. 

ib) 
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OBJBCnVB-TYPE QUiSTIONS 


(A) PQSR 

(B) SQPR 

(C) PQRS 

(D) RPSQ 

18 1 The basic function of all 
education is to increase the survival 
prospects of the group 

P There have been times 
when the group disap¬ 
peared 

Q If not, it doesn't 
R If this function is fulfilled, 
the group surviv es 
S Generally, this resulted 
fR>m changes in the kinds 
of threats the group facts! 

6 The threats changed, but the 
education did not, and so the group 
disappeared 

(A) PRQS 

(B) RQPS 

(C) PSRQ 

(D) RQSP 

19 1 Evolution IS not progress 
P And yet, for all their dif 

ferenccs, it is not wholly 
wrong to identif) evolu 
tion vv ith progrt“>s 
Q As a noted scientist had 
said, the tape w orin in its 
inglorious lot in man's m 
testine is an outcome of 
evolution as well as the 
lark at heavens gate ' 

R Three hundred million 
years after the first land 
creatures crawled out of 
the sea, the one-celled 
amoeba is man himself 
S The physical facts of evolu¬ 
tion betray such advance 

6 For, like progress, evolution 
does, over the long run, imply better 
ment 

(A) SRQP 

(B) SPQR 

(C) RPSQ 

(D) QPSR 

20 1 But at that moment 1 
glanced around at the crowd that had 
followed me 

P It was an immense crow'd, 
2000 at the least and grow¬ 
ing every minute 
Q They were w'atching me as 
they would watch a con¬ 
jurer about to perform a 
trick 

R I looked at the sea of yel¬ 
low faces above the garish 


clothes—faces all happy 
and excited over this bit of 
fun, all certain that the 
elephant was going to be 
shot 

S It blcKked the road for a 
long distance on either 
side 

6 They did not like me, but with 
the magical rifle in my hands I was 
momentanly worth watching 

(A) PSRQ 

(B) SQPR 

(C) RQPS 

(D) SPQR 

Din I tion-^ In questions 21 to 25 
out of the four alternatives choose 
the one which can be substituted for 
the given words/sentence. 

21 One who is honourably dis 
c harged from service 

(A) Retired 

(B) 1 mentus 

(C) Relieved 

(D) Emancipated 

22 One wl.o cannot be cor 
rec ted 

(A) Incurable 

(B) Incorrigible 

(C) Hardened 

(D) Invulnerable 

21 The study of ancient 
societies 

(A) Anthropology 

(B) Archaeology 

(C) History 

(D) Ithnology 

24 A small shop that sells 
fashionable clothes, cosmc'tus etc 

(A) Store 

(B) Stall 

(C) Boutique 

(D) Booth 

25 One who is in charge of a 
museum 

(A) C orator 

(B) Supervisor 

(( ) Caretaker 

(D) Warden 

D//(c f/ni/s In the following pas¬ 
sage (26 to 35) some of the words 
have been left out. First read the pas¬ 
sage over and try to understand 
what it is about. Then fill in the 
blanks with the help of the alterna¬ 
tives given and tick mark (V) the 
answer. 

His talk used to be full of wit and 
humour He liked reading He was a 


26 reader and would pore over books 
2Z a wide range of interests as 2S a** 
he got them He had 29_ a standing v 
order to two bcxikshops 3i) Bombay 
to mail him catalogues ILall the latest 
titles Books woulci J2 come to him in 
crates, 33 to the amazement of his 
friends He 24 fo s>c’t apart a portion 35 
his salary every month for meeting 
the cost of these books 

26 (A) voiacious 

(B) fervent 

(C) anxious 

(D) enthusiastic 

27 (A) covering 

(B) barnng 

(C) incluciing 

(D) containing 

28 (A) firmly 

(B) quickly 

(C) scHin 

(D) urgently 

29 (A) offered 

(B) proclaimc'd 
(O intimated 
(D) given 

30 (A) at (B) in 

(C) within (D) inside 

31 (A) of (B) alxHit 

(O for (D) from 

32 (^) rarel> 

(B) occasionally 

(C) somc'times 

(D) often 

33 (A) most 

(B) much 

(C) least 

(D) more 

34 (A) tried 
(B) liked 
(( ) used 

(D) wanted 

35 (A) of 
(B) from 
(O m 
(D) with 


ANSVVF^S 

1 (C) tliev have ever lived 

2 (C) unfoss she has a strong 

desire to live 

3 (A) Not onlv did the bandits 

rob 


4 

(B) 

a tremendous 

c ttec t 



5 

(B) 

'a little of 





6 

(B) 

7 

IB) 

8 

(C) 

9 

(C) 

10 

(B) 

n 

(D) 

12 

(C) 

13 

(B) 

14 

(D) 

15 

(B) 

16 

(D) 

17 

(D) 

18 

(B) 

19 

(A) 

20 

(A) 

21 

(A) 

22 

(B) 

23 

(A) 

24 

(C) 

25 

(A) 

26 

(A) 

27 

(A) 

28 

(C) 

29 

(D) 

30 

(B) 

31 

(A) 

32 

(D) 

33 

(B) 

34 

(C) 

35 

(A) 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING-1 


NUMBER SERIES 

Find out the missing numbers: 

1 2,S, 10, ,26,17 


2 

-1 

, 6 , 28 62 






1 

1 , 

12,4 

1 , 

6 7, 86 , 8 





4 

2 ,( 

f>, 12 

20 , 

,42 





8 

7 : 

28,4, 

21 , 6 , 

, 1 , 11,1 





6 

1 , 

1 4,8 

' 9, 

, 16, 64 





7 

11 , 

, 17,20 24, 

29, 





8 

6,8 12 , 

24,24,72,48, 





Find the odd-man out. 





9 

07) 

69 

(/>) 

48 

(() 

81 

00 

87 


00 

26 







10 

(77) 

144 

(b) 

99 

(t) 

81 

0 /) 

121 


(.-) 

4 







11 

(<7) 

8 

(b) 

141 

(t) 

216 

(</) 

128 


0 ) 

68 







12 

(ll) 

48 

(b) 

124 

(t) 

114 

(d) 

60 


0 ) 

216 







11 

M 

28 

(b) 

48 

(f) 

84 

00 

16 


0 ) 

72 







14 

07) 

7 

(b) 

11 

(t) 

18 

OO 

17 


(<■) 21 

Find out the missing numbers: 




According to a certain code, x is +; ^ is x ; + is - and 
- is -r Now solve the following questions: 

IS -1 + 28-7 , 


18 


(<) 

6 


2 (d) 1 (i>) 4 


- 7 


(i) 2 (d) 1 (f) 4 


17 

6 + 4 + 17x 6 
(a) 0 ib) 1 
1 T 6 x 2 + 24 
19 - llx I 
(rt) 0 (li) 1 
In the following questions: 

A moans is bigger than 
□ means is smaller than 
0 means is equal to 
© means is not equal to 
19 lfCAA,AJB,D0BandBUC,lhen 
{a) DAC (b) DJC 

(() AAC W) B© D 


20 IfBA D,DLJC,CAAand B0A,thenC B 

(a) CAB (W C □ B 

(t) C 0 B ((/) Can't say 

21 If B ® A, D A A, C A B and C l 1 then 

(<7) AAB (b) A0B 

(() AU B (d) BAA 

In questions given below, two of the signs have been 
interchanged. Your task is to find out these two signs so 
that the equation may become correct. 

22 28 - S 4 1 X 2 - 1 - 0 

(a) X and+00 +and - (r)- andxW) + and - 

21 18-7x2-18+1-4-2 

in) X and - (b) + and U) - and i- (d) x and - 

CODING-DECODING 

24 According to a certain code: 
tir me sat means Cjrecn are tasty 
dit sat toi means lomato is green 
vot tir toi means Itxid is tasty 
What would be the code for 
'Tomato IS tasty' 

(a) tir sat tor (h) die tir sat 

(t) die lor tir {d) tortotdit 

28 If 'C.RLATNLSS' is HNKODK1, what would be 
the 1 ode for 'GOODNESS'? 

Words in the following question are written in their 
codes as well. Your task is to find out which choice from 
a, b, i d and e represents the letter from the word 
enclosed in box: 


26 M O 

.V) E D 


(ft) w 

ib) ] 

0 ) n 

(d) y 

ie) 1 


27 Dj R 

1 V E 


(fl) b 

ib) n 

0 ) 1 

(d) I 

ic) u 


28 G R 

E A 1 T| 


(a) h 

ib) p 

ic) k 

(d) b 

(c) n 


29 1 [R 

A D E 


(fl) 1 

ib) h 

ft) n 

id) k 

ie) b 


30 T R 

A M [bl 


(a) c 

ib) b 

ic) y 

id) h 

ic) k 



LETTER SERIES 


If letters 2, 4, 6, 8...26 were taken out from the al- 
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phabetical order and were written in reverse order from 
Z to B while 1, 3,5...25 retained their own places (A Z C 
X E...) 

31 1 he letter between K and M would be 

(fl) P (/)) O 

(f) N (d) L 

32 Which would be seventh letter from nght^ 

33 Which letter is exactly in the middle of 18th letter 
from left and 13th letter from right^ 

34 Which letter is in the middle of the set of three 
letters that continue to retain the same positions as they 
have in the alphabetical order’ 

33 The word ASTOUNDFR has how many words 
without using any letter twice and without changing the 
order of letters’ 

(a) 1 U>) 2 

(t) 3 (d) 4 


If the first four letters of the word CONFUSION 
were written in reverse order, the fifth retained its place 
and the last four were written in reverse order too: 

3ft I low many letters will be there between the two 

Ns’ 

37 Which letter would be midway betw'een I and t_ ’ 
Find the odd-man out: 


38 

bac 

bca aibaca t-bac 


(a) 

bcab 


(W 

abeb 


(<) 

aeba 


(d) 

abba 

39 

acb 

' b ac-cbcba-acbc 


(a) 

cbac 


(h) 

ccac 


U) 

cabb 


(d) 

bbac 

40 

c abc-cacbab-bacbab- 


(rt) 

bbec 


(b) 

be be 


(i) 

bacc 


(d) 

abcc 

41 

(n) 

FADC 


(b) 

ZVYX 


(c) 

JFIH 


(cl) 

RNQP 


(0 

TOSR 

42 

(rt) 

ZXVY 


(b) 

TRPS 


(i) 

FDAE 


Ui) 

N1JM 


(e) 

LJHK 


CALCULATIONS 


43 In a certain village, 4591 persons own land, 35% 
own cattle and 8% own both, land as well as cattle How 
many persons have neither’ 

(a) 12% (« 28% (c) 20% (d) 18% 


44 Dunng survey of an area, it was observed that 
62% families owned TV sets,48'’< owned refngeratorsand 
24% neither TV sets nor refrigerators How many families 
had both the items’ 

(i?) 28% (6)14% (t) 34 1 (d) 38% 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Find the odd-man out: 






In the questions given below, the first two figures 
have certain relationship. You have to tick-mark the 
figure from A, B, C and D with the similar relationship 
to the third figure. 






? 





¥ 



\ 0 / 


. . II. - .. M -i -- .....1- 

A B C 



so 
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I 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 17 Tlionumlx'rshavedifffivnLOon,5,7,9 respec- 

tivolv 

2 12T The numbers are 1 -2 2 -2, 'l''-2 

1 ^0 In sets of three, the second number is the prixluct 
of first and third numbers 

4 30 The senes is 1^+1, 2^+2, 3^+3, hence has a dif¬ 

ference of 4,6,8,10 respectively 

5 18 Second, fourth sixth, eighth numbers are prcxiuct 

of numbers on tlicir right and left 

6 27 The senes is 1^1 \ 2^ 2\ 3^, 3^ 

7 33 Go on adding 2, 3,4,3 to numbers respectively 

8 216 I here are two senes, 6, 12, 24, 48 each numter 

double of the previous one and 8, 24, 72, 216, each 
number three times of (he previous number 

9 (f) It IS the only pnme number 

10 (h) AII the other numbers are squares of certain num¬ 

bers 

11 (i) All the other numbers are tube of some number 

12 (<) All the others are divisible by 4 

13 (a) All the others are divisible by 3 

14 (t) All the others are pnme numbers 

13 4 For each quarter the inner number is obtained by 
adding squares of outer numbers 7^+4^ - 63 
16 3 rhe arrangement is (3+4)^, (9+2)^ - 121 


17 ib) 18 (e) 19 (W 20 (d) 

21 (a) 22 (d) 23 (b) 24 c) 

25 HQFZUMFRT 

Mve the next set of cmestions by sorting out com¬ 
mon letters and matemng them with common let¬ 
ters in codes, eg only 'R' is common in 'DRIVE' 
and 'TRAMS' so 'b' would be the cocle for 'R' 

26 (b) 27 (c) 28 (c) 29 (e) 

30 (a) 

The series ivould be 

AZCXEVGTlRKPMNOLQjSHUFWDYB 

31 (a) 32 H 33 L 34 N 

33 (c) AS/TO/UNDER 

36 3(FNC)CUNOIS) 37 N 

38 id) Two sets are repeated batab/tabac/ba 

39 (b) Two sets are repeated acbc/bcac/ac 

40 ia) The series IS cbabc/btacb/abcba/cbabt 

41 (e) 42 (c) 43 ib) 44 (c) 

43 B The figure inside has two arms less, all the others 
have one side less only 

46 E The figure crossing the main figure should have 

one arm less 7 his one has tv\ o arms less 

47 D 1 he figure inside should tilt, this one stands m the 

same position 

48 D 49 B 30 C 


TEST OF REASONING 
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TEST OF REASONING-II 


ODD-MAN 


Find the odd-man out: 


1 (a) chart 

(b) poster 

(c) design 
(c) sketch 

(d) paper 

2 . (a) chick 

S faF’' 

(b) pony 
(d) ducKiing 

3. (rt) cream 

(b) curd 

(c) butter 
ie) cheese 

(d) oil 

4 (a) cake 

(b) biscuit 

(t) bread 
(c) pastry 

(d) omelette 

5. (a) scrub 

(b) sweep 

(c) stain 
(c) wash 

(d) wipe 

6 (a) Indian 

(h) Atlantic 

(c) Pacific 
(c) Arctic 

(d) Mediterranean 

7. (a) rhyme 

(b) rhombus 

(c) limerick 
(<’) veise 

(d) couplet 

8 . (a) hat 

(b) cap 

(c) helmet 
(e) veil 

(d) turban 


ANALOGIES 


Words in the first set in the following questions have 
definite relationship. Your task is to tick-mark the 
loice with similar relationship: 

9. tace: expression :: hand: ? 

(a) handshake (h) waving 

(r) fingers (rf) work 

((?) pam 

10 . heart: blood ;: lung: ? 

(n) air (h) breathing 

(c) purification (d) ribs 

(e) respiration 

11 . food : refrigerator:; petrol: ? 

(a) oil-wells (b) tank 

(r) cars (d) refinery 

(c) evaporation 

12. fog: visibility :: AIDS: ? 

(a) virus (b) death 

(f) disease (d) resistance 

■ (e) health 

13. infant: child :: bud : ? 

(a) flower (b) plant 


(c) twig (d) tree 

(t>) fragrance 

14. radio. transistor •: pen : ? 

(«) wnting (b) ink 

(i) bail-point (d) stationery 

(e) paper 

15. provide deprive:: ? : important 

(a) urgent (b) influential 

(f) power (d) trifle 

((’) position 

16. coal garment influenza : ^ 

(</) inftvtion (b) disease 

(c) fever (d) epidemic 

((’) treatment 

What is common in the following? You have to tick- 
mark (\) the most appropriate choice. 

17. Jane Austin: Earnest Hemingway. Sarojini Naidu. 
(n) They were freedom fighters 

(b) lliey were governors. 

(t) They were writers. 

(d) They were scientists. 

18. rickets : scurvy • ben-ben 
(fl) They are insects. 

(h) They arc infectious diseases 
(i ) They arc diseases caused by deficiency of 
vitamins. 

(d) Tliese are diseases caused by certain insect 
bite. 

19. pharynx . diaphragm : capillaries. 

(a) The terms are related to Egyptian architec¬ 
ture. 

(h) They are human organs. 

(i) They are herbs, very useful from medical point 
of view. 

(d) All these terms are used in land-survey. 

20 . magenta: fawn ; turquoise 
(ij) They are migratory birds. 

(h) They are precious and semi-precious stones. 

(c) They are marine creatures. 

(d) They arc colours. 

_ LOGICAL DEDUCTIONS _ 

21. Starting from North, Ramesh goes 30 metres 
towards South and then takes a left turn and goes 25 
metres. He again turns towards left and goes 30 metres. To 
which direction and how much away is he from his start¬ 
ing piint? 

(n) 25 metres West (b) 25 metre's East 

(c) 55 metres South (d) 5 metres North 

22. Ravi is ranked 8 th from the top and 28th from the 
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last in his tlass The number of students in the class is 
(rt) % (W 35 (c) 34 W) 37 

23 1 low many pair of letters are there m the word 
IDLAl (the word is to be written clockwise m a round) 
whu h are as far as they appear in alphabet^ 

(«) None (h) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

Read the information given below and answer the 
questions that follow* 

A, B, Q D, E and F are members of a family and are 
lawyer, doctor, teacher, salesman, engineer and accountant 
by profession 

There aa* two married couples in the family 
D, the s^ilesman is marncHl to the lady teacher 
The doctor is marned to the lawyer 
I, the accountant, is son of B and brother of E 
C, the lawyer is daughter-in-law of A 
E IS an unmarried engineer 
A IS grand-mother of F 

24 What IS the profession of B’ 

(a) accountant (b) doctor 

(c) teacher (if) can't be determined 

25 What IS the profession of A’ 

(a) teacher {b) doctor 

(i) lawyer (tf) can't be determined 

26 Bis ofD 

(rt) son (h) grandson 

(i) brother (d) None of these 

27 How IS D related to 

(n) husband (b) brother 

(() father (d) grandfather 

28 Which ot the following is a marned couple’ 

(rt)CandD (WAandB 

(t) hand A (d) BandC 

Mukesh is taller than Rajeev but shorter than Amar 
who is shorter than Vijay. Suman is taller than Mukesh 
but shorter than Amar. 

29 Who IS the tallest’ 

(fl) Mukesh (b) Suman 

(i) Vqay (d) Amar 

30 If all are asked to stand in descending order ac¬ 
cording to height, who would be in fourth place’ 

(rt) Vijav (b) Suman 

(c) Mukesh (d) Rajeev 

Five girls, Sheela, Saria, Shakuntala, Vlmla and Usha 
are serving m Yokohama, Addis Ababa, Jakarta, Paris 
and Bangkok. Your task is to match the right parts on the 


basis of the information given below: 

Sheela and Usha do not serve in Jakarta or Bangkok 

Saria and Shakuntala are not serving m Addis Ababa 
or Pans 

Vimla has nothing to do with Jakarta or Addis Ababa 

Shakuntala is not in Jakarta neither is Vimla in 
Bangkok or Pans 

Usha IS not in Addis Ababa 

31 Sheela A Yokohama 

32 Saria B Addis Ababa 

33 Shakuntala C lakarta 

34 Vimla D Pans 

35 Usha E Bangkok 

36 If dunng a certam year, 4th Apnl was on Wednes¬ 
day, 4th July in that year would be on 

(a) Monday (b) Tuesday 

(<) Wedneway (d) Fnday 

Four devotees A, B, C and D started on foot for yatra 
to a temple that was 10 miles away from their starting 
point. They reached their destination in following man¬ 
ner 

A covered the first 3 miles at 10 minutes per mile, the 
next 4 at 12 minutes per mile and the remaining 3 at 14 
minutes per mile 

B covered the first 4 miles at 9 minutes per mile, 4 at 
the rate of 11 minutes per mile and the remaining 2 miles 
in 15 minutes per mile 

C travelled the first 5 miles at the rate of 11 minutes per 
mile, the next 4 at 12 minutc*s per mile and the last remain¬ 
ing mile in 13 mmutes 

D covered the first 5 miles at the rate of 11 minutes per 
mile, the next 3 at the rate of 12 minutes per mile and the 
last 2 miles at the rate of 13 minutes per mile 

37 Who was the first person to reach the temple’ 

(a) A (b) B (c) C id) D 

38 Who was the third person to reach there’ 

(rt) A (W B (c) C (d) D 

The average age of four children Mahesh, Ramesh, 
Jagdish and Satish is 10 years. Mahesh is the eldest ancl 
Satish is youngest Satish and Jagdish have difference of 
one year. Ramesh and Mahesh have difference of one 
year. Satish and Mahesh have a gap of four years bet¬ 
ween them. 

39 How old IS Mahesh’ 

(fl) 8 (b) 10 (c) 12 (d) 14 

40 How old IS Jagdish’ 

(a) 8 (W 9 (c) 10 id) 11 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E Find 
out which of the Answer Figures would fit in place of the question mark in the Fteblem Figures: 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 


41 
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1. (d) It it. the base on which all the others are drawn 

2. (b) Pony is a speaes while others are young ones of 

animals. 

3 (d) All the others are milk products. 

4. (d) All the others are baked. 

5. (c) All the others are terms related to cleaning. 

6. (d) It is the only sea among oceans. 

7. (h) It is a geometrical figure while others are rela ted to 

poetry. 

8. (e) it covers face, all the others cover head. 

9. (d) The relationship is that of object and the way it 

expresses and functions. 

10. (ft) The relationship is that of the organ and the thing 

it stores for purification. 

11. (b) The relationship is that of the item and the object 

where it can be safely stored. 

12. (d) One makes the other poor. 

13. (a) The relationship is that of previous and later stage. 

14. (c) Both belong to the same category. 

15. (d) The words are anton 5 mis. 

16. (b) One is a particular item of the second category. 


17. (c) 

18. 

(0 

19. 

(b) 

20. 

(d) 

21 . (b) 

22 . 

(b) 

23. 

(d)AD,AE,DE. 

24. (b) 

25. 

(fl) 

26. 

(fl) 

27. 

id) 

28. (d) 

29. 

(c) 

30. 

(0 

31. 

B 

32. C 

33. E 


34. A 


35. D 

36. 


37 (b) 38 (d) 39. (c) 40 (b) 

41. B The circle moves right and left, the square goes 

round anti-clockwise and the arrow-head shifts 
up and down and changes direction 

42. E Dot and peg move in opposite direction and have 

different pace. The figure in the centre tilts alter¬ 
nately. 

43. C. The figure rotates clockwise with an added line 

and interchange of figures at the edges. The dot 
slides round the figure. 

44. E. Study the movement of all the small flags and 

figures. 

45. B The rod turns up and down, the bar near it goes 

right and left with an added line. 

46. E. The main figure rotates anti-clockwise, pattern 

changes alternately and dot covers one pace extra 
with each step anti-clockwise. 

47. A. The pattern changes alternately, arrow changes 

direction and moves fiom left to centre and ex¬ 
treme right. 

48. C. Study the movement of each figure individually. 

49. D. Triangle goes from one comer to the opjxisite one 

changing direction, circle in the centre rotates and 
the third figure rotates as well as moves anti-clock¬ 
wise. 

50. B. Study the movement of each figure individually. 
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TEST OF REASONING—III 


SYLLOGISM 


TYPE I 

In each question f^iven beloio is a 'Stalement' follouvd by 
two coursei< of m tioii numbered / and U A course of action is a 
step or administrative decision to be taken for mproivtiienf, 
folicnv up, for further action in regard to the problem, policy etc. 
Assuming the 'Statement' to be true, you have to decide which 
of the two given suggested courses of action logically follows 
Tick-mark N) your answers. 

(a) if only I follows. 

(W if only II follows. 

(() if both 1 and II follow. 

(d) if either I or II follows 

(e) if neither 1 nor II follows. 

Statement 

1. The Committee has criticized the Institute tor 
failure to implement a dozen of regular programmes 
despite an increase in the staff-strength and not drawing 
up a firm action plan for studies and research. 

Course of Action. 

I. The broad objectives of the Institute should be 

redefined to implement a practical action i 
plan j 

II. The Institute should give a report on reasons 

for not having imfMemented the planned | 
programmes. j 

0?) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ I 

Statement: | 

2. The rates of interest on Post-Office recurring 
deposit accounts have been increased to attract deposits. 
Course of Action. 

I Efforts should be made to make the public 
aware of this increase in rates of interest. 

II If the deposits do not increase in next six 
months, tne rate of interest should be further 
increased 

(a) 'J (b) J (c) U id) LI (e) □ 

Statement: 

.3. The State Govt has decided to declare 'Kala Azar' 
as a notifiable disease under the Epidemics Act. Under the 
Epidemics Act, 1897, members or family and neighbour¬ 
hood are liable to be punished in case they did not inform 
the authorities concerned. 

Course of Action: 

I. Efforts should be made to collectively imple¬ 
ment the Act. 

II. The cases of punishment should be 
propagated through mass-media so that more 
people become aware of the stem action, 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 


Statement: 

4. Every year, at the beginning or at the end of mon¬ 
soons, we have some cases of conjunctivitis, but this year, 
it seems to be a major epidemic, witnessed after nearly 
four years. * 

Course of Action: 

I. Preventive measures should be taken after 
every four years only to check the epidemic. 

II. People should be advised to use clean water. 

(rt) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) U 

TYPED 

Read the following information carefully and answer ques¬ 
tions S to 15 by applying the rules to them. 

Follmving are the conditions of promotion from scale D to 
scale C in an organisation. 

An employee must: 

(a) be graduate with minimum 50% marks. 

(h) not be more than 45 years as on 10.11.1991. 

(c) have secured minimum required marks in 
Promotion Test (P.T.) The minimum marks are 
Part A—35 out of 100 and Part B—25 out of 75, 
and total of 70 in both A and B. 

id) have atleast 10 years' experience from which at 
least four years experience must be in scale D. 

ie) having Confidential Report (CR) without any 
negative entry. 

Also that: 

I. If a candidate satisfies all other conditions but 
is more than 45 years and less than 50 years, 
he must be referred to the Governing B^rd. 

II. If a candidate satisfies all other conditions, but 
has not completed 4 years' service in scale D 
then he must be referred to Director, provided 
he has secured 120 or more than 120 marks in 
the Promotion Test. 

On the basis of above information, you have to decide about 
the promotion of each case individually and tick-mark (^) your 
answer: 

(a) if the employee is to be promoted. 

(b) if case is to be referred to the Governing Board. 

(c) if the case is to be referred to the Director. 

id) if the information is inadequate and is not suffi¬ 
cient to decide. 

(e) if the employee cannot be promoted. 

5. Ravi Tandon is a graduate with 60% marics. His CR 
does not have any negative entry. He has secured 80 
marks in PT with M marks in Part A. His date of birth is 
12.10.1948. He has served the (Hganisation for 10 years 
and has recently been promoted to grade D. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ W) □ (e) □ 

6 . Vlmla Mahesh joined the organisation as scale E 
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I employee 9 years ago 2 years later she was promoted to 
Stale U and two increments were also given to her She 
secured 76'^ marks in graduation and was of "10 years as 
on 10 8 91 Her CR has no negative entry 

(a) lJ (/>) J (t) J W) J (c) J 

7 Mohan Seth, who is in scale D since last five yeai s 
has done graduation with marks He joined the or¬ 
ganisation as scale F employee and was promoted S years 
later He was 40 vears old on 22190 and his CR has no 
negative entry He has secured 40 and SO marks in Part A 
and Bof PT rc'spectively 

in) J (W J (t) J id) J ic) J 

8 Bipin Saha, who is a graduate with SI'/ marks 

was born on 19 9 4S His CR nas no negative entry he 
secured 40 and SO marks respectively in Part A and B of 
PT respcxtiyely He has been with the organisation for the 
last IS years and was promoted to scale D 6 years ago 

(<7) J (M J (c) J (d) J (<) J 

9 S2-year old Vinita Sun is graduate in Home 
Science with S2'( marks She has completed 10 years of 
serv ice in the organisation and during this service she was 
in scale D itself She scH.ured SSS marks in Part A of PT 

I and total of 7S 

I (,;) J (/>) J (t) J (d) J (<) J 

10 Sam Ram has secured 40 and 20 marks in Part A 
and B of PT rc-spectively 1 fis C R does not have any nega¬ 
tive entry He lias completed IS years c»f service out of 
which 6 years service has been in grade D 

ill) Li (/>) J (c) J id) J (() uJ 

11 Mukesh has served in the organisation for 20 
years and T years ago he was promoted to scale D He is a 
science graduate with bt)'/ marks He was 42 on 1 S9I 

I le secured 80 marks in Part A and 4 S m Part B of PT His 
C R IS good 

(rt) J (h) J (c) U id) Li (c) J 

12 On21 S91,T0-vearold ArchanaGuptacompletc'd 

II years of service m the organisation Iwo years back she 
w as promotc’d to scale D She is graduate with (>')% marks 

! She also got a total of 1 TO marks in the P1 of which she got 

I 80 in Part A Her CR has no negative entry 

(<i) J 0) J (c) J (d) J (f) J 

1T Ajay Sondhi secured highest marks in the IT 1 ie 
also got highc'st marks in each part of the PT He is a 
graduate with 80'/ marks He was 47 on 1 9 91 and has no 
negative entry in his CR He has completed 10 years of 
service in scale D 

(a) □ (f>) J (c) J (d) J (t) U 

14 Deepti was T7 on 14 T 1989 She has done her 
graduation with ^9% marks She seaired 125 total marks 
in the PT Her CR has no negative remark She has com 
pleted 12 years of service in the organisation with 4 years 
in scale D 

(a) □ 0 ) □ (c) □ (d) □ 0 ) □ 

15 Bala Chandan, whose date of birth is 2 8 1947, has 
done her graduation with 50% marks She has been serv¬ 
ing the organisation for 12 years, of which, for 5 years she 
was in grade D Her CR has no negative entry In promev 
tion test. Part A, she got 50 marks and 25 in Part B 

0 ) □ 0 ) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 
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TYPE III 

iu qiie'>ho»'’ ifivcu Mow, a statement is follouvd by im- 
plu ntious / and II Imply I and II to the statement and markyoitr 
ansuHisas under 

(a) Only 1 is implicit 
(l>) Only II IS impliat 
(t) Both 1 and II are implicit 
(d) Either 1 or II is impliat 
(t) Neither 1 nor II IS implicit 
Stall mint 

16 OcHirdarshan has invited proposals for selection 
of new serials after the payment of a registration tee of Rs 
2000 / to discourage non senous pioducers fmm coming 
into tray 

Impliuitions 

I 1 very Tom, Dick and Harry tnes to enter the 
race ot serial pitxlucers 

II Only well to-do producers present good 
serials 

(fl) J 0) J (f) U id) J (i) J 
Stall nil III 

17 The Indian gov i rnment has been extra careful in 
not seeming to interfere m Burma, yet our PM sent mes¬ 
sage ot congratulations to Suu Kyi on being awardesd 
Nobel Pri/e and w ished her success with her mission 
Impliia turns 

I 1 he policit's of Indian government are chang¬ 
ing and they do not mind giving opinion 

II Courtesy demanded this course ot action from 
a neighbour having faith m demeKracy 

(a) Li 0) J (t) J (d) J 0) □ 

Statenii nt 

18 Moves are on to change the history syllabus in 
sch(K)Is and colle'ges 

Impliuitions 

I The history taught in schools and college's is 
not Iheeorrt'ct record eifthe events 

II There would be no clvange in other subjects 

(a) J (/>) J (t) J (d) J 0) J 

Statement 

19 Ot all the States, Bihar has benefitted the least 
from developmental activities since independence 
Jmplicalions 

I The funds sanctioned by the Centre arc not 
sufficient 

II The development ptxigrammes have not bc'en 
sorted out wisely according to the need of 
State 

(a) J (b) Ji (l) U Id) J {(’) J 

Statement 

20 Leaders, thc'se days, are involved more in fiarty- 
activihes than in the welfare of the countr) 

Implications 

I Country cannot progress without party-ac¬ 
tivities 

II Power seeking leaders are not the dedicated 
type 

0) J 0) □ 0) J ill) J 0) Li 
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GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TYPE IV 

in iiiaktin^ lini'^ioii'y nlnnit inipoitnnt i/kisZ/oi/s it ;s 
linsiiablc to h tihli to di'>tiu<iuhlt htlami •^tioii‘^ iii<^iiim'itt^ 
ami Milk iin^iinuiit'- A Miik m ^uimiit inaif not bi liiiiLthi 
iilnbit to tin qin’'>tion niiii/ In of trninl iinportaiui ot nun/ bi 
icintiil to ^nni uitnor M/uit ol tin i]nf,tion In iiiustioii'-' fiioin 
biliHV a qiii'^tion is folloMil In/ ni'^nim nt'- himi II yon luuvto 
iluult ivhuli of till in\iinnint> Is sttoii'^ aiul u’liuli is Miik 
niul thill tiik innik i/oiii niisa'iisiis niulii 
Ui) t)nl\ I IS stioni, 

(/>) C^nly II IS stuirn; 

(() Both I iIikI II .in- strong 
ill) riHit'i I oi II IS stiong 
((’) Niitiui 1 noi II IS strong 

21 ShoiiIJ i ItittoiiK miKliiiu’s bt iistxl tor rigisti'r- 
ing votL's’ 

I \(.s thi“ USE'ol <iutom.itu (loEtronu m.uhinos 
would stop ira'gulcuitit's 

II No m.nhini's spa\id untniploymcnt 

(n) J (b) J (() U ill) J (<) J 

22 Should ii mine be closi'd lor long it tin u has been 
some misha}!^ 

1 Yt's, the v\ hole set upakmg u ith its t\.]uipment 
should bethoEked and rE'ehEH.kE'd 

li No Elosing the ithiie' uiEVins unempkivmE'nl 
lEir the labour 

(a) J (/>) J (e) J (./) J (e) J 

2"! Will the Non Poliferation lreat\ last long’ 

I 'i E's, the w Eirkl is su k of the paniE and thrE'at of 
N-arms 

II Ne>, the nuElear ambition knows lui Ixiunds 

(ii) J (/■) J k) J ((/) J (<) J 

24 ShEnild students using unfair means be rusticatE'e! 
tor a long peruKl’ 

I Yes, sueh se\eie punishmE*nts are essEiitial to 
set example fEir otheis 

[| Ne), theEaavi ot sueIi young pE'ople isSEairE'd 
and spottExl tore\er 

((/) J (b) J (() J (il) J (<) J 

2 Y Should lavs s be amended frEim time to time’ 

I Ye’s, with Ehanging times, new persptxtives 
dE E elop and new situaluins arise 

II No, basiEs always rE'main the same and the 
persons who iruiEle laws were very wise and 
torE'sighted 

ill) J ib) J U) J ill) J k) J 

FYPt V 

In qiiistioiis •^htn below stntmients I and 2 an followed 
hi/ coiu liisioiis I and II Tnkinit the stalenunts, to be tnii al 
thou<ili llm/ 111 ( 11 /iippiai al wrtaiin with lomnionh/ accepted 
fmts tiikmaik i/otii atisweisas nndei 

(a) Only I is valid 

(b) Onlv li IS valid 

k) Both I and II are valid 
(d) I ither I or II IS valid 
U) Neither 1 nor II is valid 

‘stall iiHiits 

26 1 All reaviers are black 
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2 All writers are black 
Com liisioiis I SEime readers are writers 
II Some writE>rs arc readers 
(a) li ib) J U) li id) □ k) J 

‘staliineiils 

27 I All goats are cows 
2 All cows are dogs 
C om liisions I All dogs are goats 
II AH gEiats are clEYgs 
{a) J (k) U (i) J ((/) J (c) J 

Itahnu Ills 

2H I Some mistake's arc seruius 

2 Stime aE tions are mistake's ^ 

L om liisioiis I Some actions are serious 
II All mistakes aie sc i loos 
ki) □ (b) J k) J (d) J k) □ 

‘stahim lit 

2'l I All pens are pencils 
’ Some books are pencils 
Lorn liisioiis I No [X'lKiIs are books 
li All pens aie books 

ki) J (b) J k) J ((/) J k) J 

'stab Hunts 

10 1 All scientists are resE-aicheis 

2 Some resc'arehers are tc'ai hers 
t om liisioiis I No scientist is te'acher 

II Some teachers aie se lenlists 
ki) J ib) J k) sJ id) J kl J 

‘stall mints 

11 1 Only some of those- c hildc'rn play tennis who are 

E'ltner short or tall 

2 All children who do not play tennis are either 
singers or dancers 

Loniliisioiis 1 Some tall children are dam eis or singers 
II Nosingeiisadancci 
(rt) J ib) J (e) J k/) J k) J 

‘stall minis 

12 1 All diplomats wear black hat 

2 All ladies put on c'lthcr yellow or red hat 
Lonilusions I No lady is a diplomat 

II Men othc'i than diplomats do not wc-ar 
black hat 

kt) J (b) J (e) J id) J (() U 

‘stnti inents 

T1 1 C olds are often followE'd by ear-aches 
2 Eai-aches often end in head-<iches 
Conclusions 1 AH colds end in headaches 

II Nose, oar and ht'ad aie intETEonnectcxl 
kt) □ (k) □ (c) J Id) U k') □ 

TYPE VI 

In questions ^iven below, Assumption A is followed by 
Reasons Rl and RII 1 u k-niark yoiii answers 
(a) if only Rl is the reason for A 
(k) if only RII is the reason fi>r A 
k) if both Rl and RII are reasons for A 

(d) if either Rl or RII is reason for A 

(e) if neither Rl nor RII is the reason for A 

34 A Children like action-packed movies while 
emotional themes bore them 

Rl Actions are always exciting tor children. 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


Rll Childien arc not mature enough to undciNtaiui 
ami appiociatc human emotions 
(a) J (/«) J (() J (if) J (tO J 

Ti A The theme of most of the popular gha/als in 
)am maikhana and saqi (liquor, bar and barmaid) 

Rl All gha/al poets frequent bars and spend muih 
time with baimaids 

Rll I he audience likes this particulai theme much 
more than othei deep ones 
(rt) J (l>) J (c) J ((/) J ((-) J 

A Coinage of vsorcis often gives an added 
dimension to the statement 

RI Simple woids cannot conves all one wants to 
sa\ 

Rll Newlv coined w oids have to be used loi coinev 
ing undcilying ineamim 
(n) J (/>) J (() J " (</) J (c) J 
’’>7 A In tilnulom, it an actor plays the role ot villain 
in his tirst film ‘ lucesstullv, he is stamped a villain tor 
ev er 

Rl The Indian cinema goes by image 
Rll Ihe diicctois know the actor s |iotenlialilv and 
do not want to mve him a vaiicty ol loles 
iii) J (/-) J (t) J ill) J (<) J 

18 A Most ot the haid cote criminals started then 
under-vvoild activities vsith pick pocketing 

Rl f lime IS an ail that has to lx* learnt by degices 
Rll 1 heic IS not much punishment tor pick jxxkel 
ing 

(/i) J (/i) J (c) J (</) J (e) J 

19 A It a piisoner dies in the custody ot the police 
the authorities aie in trouble 

Rl Prisoners aie kept in tail lor then well being 
Rll It rellects on thud clegree mcthixls which are not 
to be used iiccoidmg to law 
(d) J (W J (c) J (ti) J (e) J 

TYPE VII 

BiUnv Is y/em n (iiissa^c folUnml l<\/ secrni/ iiihniui^ 
wliiili Liin In it I mm [loni the fmts s/d/i’d in tin /wssu^yi )oii 
liiHV to dci hie in>on Its clei^iee of tiiith oi falsif\/ Aihu'i i 
A it the inference IS definitely true 
B if it IS probably true 
C if data IS inadequate 
D it the inference is probably false 
E it it is detinitelv talse 

Years of international experience and debates on the 
question of the long term viability ol large dam projects 
have by now' yieldecl enough evidence for us to unhesitat 
mgly conclucie that all such ptojects are counter produc¬ 
tive, anti-people, anti-environmental and especially, 
anti-poor As such, considering the information available 
on the subject, the advocacy of such a project on the part 
of thfise w ho ought to know better, must be seen as an 
irresponsible act 

40 Some people are in favour of constructing large 
dams 

AJ BJ CU DU EU 

41 The construction of large dams is not a rexent 


idea 

(rt) J (/>) J (c) J (,f) J (c) J 

42 Most of the international organisations support 
the idea of large dam projects 

AJ BJ CJ DJ EJ 

41 IVople adv'cxating large dam pmjects aa* not 
aware ot its ill effects 

AJ BJ CJ DJ FJ 

44 riie pioposed project is a replica ot large dam m 
some other country' 

AJ BJ CJ DJ rj 

4‘> In the international aiena, the controversy on the 
long teim viability of large dam projexts ended decadc^s 
.igo 




A J 

B J 

c 

J 

D J 

r J 



ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1 

(<) 

2 

(d) 

1 

(<) 

4 

Ul) 

1 

(() 

0 

(i) 

7 

Ul) 

8 

ill) 

9 

U) 

10 

(if) 

11 

(l) 

12 

(c) 

11 

(h) 

11 

(d) 

11 

Ul) 

16 

(d) 

17 

(/') 

18 

(<) 

19 

Ul) 

20 

(h) 

21 

(d) 

22 

(t) 

21 

ul) 

24 

(c) 

21 

(d) 








Olit 

stioiis fnnii iii\t 

N t dll 

1 IV' 

4 iiiisn\reil In/ liiawiiKf 


(/my;dills ol nil llu i>ossil>li siliiatioiis niul then leihliin^t a 

ikfllUti iOlUlllsioii 
26 (<) 


27 (/') 


28 (<) 


29 (t) 


10 Ul) 


11 (c) 


12 (d) No lady ne.iis black hat which is essential for 
diplomats, hence the conclusion 
11 (h) First IS not c onfirmed because of the word 'often' 

14 (i) 11 (/i) 16 (c') 17 (d) 

38 (d) 19 (/>) 

40 A The passage refers to people who advexate such 

projexts 

41 A The passage mentions the word'years' 

42 C Nothing has bc^n stated regarding international 

my'olvement m such projects 
41 B 1 he pass.ige refers to tneir innocence and yet states 
facts about debates on the subjec t, hence probably 
hue 

44 C No information has been given in this regard 
41 D The e\ idence and results nav e bex'n yielded newv 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1 animadversion: (<;) appieiiatum (/>) dc\otion (c) 
deception {iD critKism 

2 bile: («) corruption (/>) cooperation (t) irritability 
(li) taith 

3 checkmate (</) encourage (f’) dcieat U) boast (d) 
break 

4 dalliance, (a) flirtation (h) losjxinsibilitv (i) dit- 
tidenie (il) sacnlict 

'i fillip (a) t \piession (l>) dec ision (t) doubt (li) in 
centic e 

h garbled' (a) dear (b) biiglit (i) confused Ul) in 

jurc'd 

7 hawk (Vi’ih) (ti) spread (/>) flv 0 ) float (d) diown 

8 inebriated: (a) unconscious (/>) excited (i) silent 
(d) sei lolls 

jumble (Noun) (aj delicious (h) bitter (t) cheap 
ill) disotdei 

10 linchpin: (a) ptos|X'iit\ (h) progress (c) orthodox 
(d) Xital 


11 mollycoddle: (a) control (/») pamper (i) donate (d) 
condole 

12 nadir: (a) depression (b) suspicion (i) consolation 
(d) top 

n panjandrum: (a) pompous (/») moderate (t) 
modest (d) victim 

11 quisling: (a) singer (b) musician (t) leformer (d) 
traitoi 

15 rumbustious: (a) quarrelsome (b) depressed (t) 
boisterous (d) helpful 

16 snazzy: (a) backwaid {/O lonscrxatne (i) slovc (d) 
smart 

17 typhoon: (a) businessman (b) hurricane (i) en¬ 
gineer (d) brokc'r 

IS ungainly: (a) plentiful (b) clumsy (< ) I'lnptv (d) 
\acant 

]6 woozy: (a) enlightoiuxl (b) contused (i) daik Ul) 
caretrcH' 

20 yelp (Noun) (a) bark (b) aid (<) feai (d) offence 


ANSWERS 

1 animadversion: (d) cnticism 

—Besidc>s being a dcNcription of bar-room cxilture, the 
tun el IS an niwmdvet'^ion on Last-West relations as well 

2 bile: (t) iiritabihty, bad tempt'r 

—The men, powerless in foreign environment, turn their 
bik and anger on the women 

1 checkmate* (f>) defeat, tnistrafe 

—llie nefarious designs of the enemy to push trained 
subversives across the Kirder were thakmateil by the aleit 
soldiers 

4 dalliance, (a) flirtation, frivolous behax lour 

—Paients should keep a watch over such children as are 
in the Ixabit of s]:iending time in idle dalhaiicc^ 

5 fillip: (d) incentive stimulus, enaiuragement 

—An adv ertising campaign on the television is the most 
effcxtix t way of giving fillip to the sagging sales 

6 garbled: (i) confused, misleading 

—Tlxe injurexi man was still m a state of shexk and could 
only give a Wt d account of the accident 

7 hawk(M?di) (a) spread, sell, peddle 

—'Lhose hell bent on bringing about changes resort to 
Imickiiig about dreams among the people 

8 inebriated: (lOexcited, drunk, intoxicated 

— Inehimti’d by his success in the competitive examina¬ 
tion, the voung scholar was in high spirits 

9 jumble (Noun) (d) disorder, mix up, confusion 

—From a /ir/i/Wc of books and papers on the table, 1 was 
ti ying to find out the bcxik of mv choice 

10 linchpin: (rf) vital, pivotal, important 

—Till yesterday the success of communism as panacea 
for all ills was the Inn lipin of many ruling parties' political 

philosophy 

n mollycoddle: (W pamper, spoil 
—He dex's not believe that children should be molli/cixl 
dll by treating them with tcxi much protection 

12 nadir (it) depression, despair 
— Fconomists fear that world economy may have to face 
another nndir before the end of this century 

n panjandrum: (a) pompous, self important 
—It is a matter of concern that Indian intellectual, the 
pearless panjaiidnini of impenetrable poses, is fast fading out 

14 quisling: (d) traitor 

—Durmg the freedom struggle, India produccxl an army 
of patriots along with a few cjiiis/in^s as well 

15 rumbustious: (c) boisterous, cheerful 

—The street-theatre evokes a spontancxius and runibu<t- 
Uou-> response trom the audience 

16 snazzy: (d) smart, stylish 

—^The young execuhves are fond of fast focxl and siwzzy 
drcssc^s 

17 typhoon: (b) hurricane, cyclone 

—The h/phooii that hit the coastal districts of southern 
States, left behind a trail of death and destruedoa 

18. ungainly: (b) clumsy, awkward. 

—The ungmnly movements of ducks out of water left an 
ugly etfect on the viewers, 

19 woozy: (W confused, dizzy, dazed 
—As a result of drinking too iqi^ch alcohol, the host was 
too xooozy to look after the guests 

20. yelp <iV(iun)‘ fa) bark, cry 
—^The dog gave a sudden yelp when I trod on its paw. 
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Parliamentary Democracy in 
india 


foi fonii'^ of <,^oo(iniiunt ht looh 

l OZ/fi’-./ 

WIihIl 1 1 ;*> hi'>t iuliiinii‘>ti tiii ;s 
hc^t 

—Pope 

HI torch boarois of India s 
ficedom movement, guided and 
inspired bv the lalherlv tigure 
Mahatma Ci.indhi as well as the 
founding fatheis (most of whom 
were common) of the Indian Con 
stitution vsere convinced ot the fact 
that democracy (Rritish model) was 
the onlv viable svstem that could 
pieserve the Indian entity, (onstitute 
its whole beyond the su;n of the 
various Iragments that go into its 
making and promote its invaluable 
genius of stumbling along towards a 
human order after centuries of ex¬ 
ploitation, humiliation and Iwrren- 
doiis sufferings If demcKracy was 
done away with, India itself would 
sink in the morass of vaiious par¬ 
ticularities that constituted it 
Universal adult-franchise and a peri¬ 
odic renewal of the popular mandate 
obtained by the gcivernments, both at 
the Centre and in the States, arc the 
Mill’ qua iton of democracy and hence 
ot India's integiity and ib dis.tinct 
identity among the comity of nations 
The framers ot the Constitution built 
up a glorious edifice of popular rule 
which has survived various stresses 
and stiains of time, both internally 
and externally Inspite of the 
vociferous apprehensions ot the 
sceptics, democracy in India has 
come to stay 

There is no denying the fact that 
in a parliamentary democracy like 
ours, the place, prestige and position 
of the Speaker is a pivotal one Not 
only is he the conscience keeper of 


the House but also he is the cusfixlian 
ot its time-tested piecedents, conven 
turns and traditions It is he who 
upholds the dignity of the office as 
well as that of the august House 
without leai or favour I ike Caesar's 
wife, he IS abovi board and mundane 
motives lor him Speakership' is 
neither a launching pad nor a step 
ping stone toi something to manipu 
late now and wait for some later-day 
rew'ard Of course there are moments 
when the pioieedings of the House* 
become highly c xplcisive and instead 
of tongue power it is the lung-power 
that niles the rcH)st and like a helpless 
spectatoi, the pooi Speaker finds 
himself friendless and defenceless In 
the midst ot deatening din and free- 
for-all exchange of epithets and ver¬ 
bal threats he is the one who has to 
show an exemplar) sense of time and 
tune all his powers to conduct its 
business m a manner that leaves an 
indelible impiession of his tactful¬ 
ness and tenai itv 

The success ot parliamentary 
deinoi lac y depends upon the stature 
ot its Speaker leader ot the House, 
calibre and conduct ot its members 
and above all the firm faith of all that 
the House is a sacied institution tor 
debate and discussum, argument and 
opinion and not an arena to show 
physical prowess and bullying tac 
tics Parliamentary history the world 
over IS lull ot anecdotes and incidents 
that speak volumes of the wit and 
wisdom of stalwarts, who took the 
legislative business of the House* m 
all seriousness and sobrietv While 
sitting m the House there is ncHhing 
casual oi cavalier to fall back it par¬ 
liamentary demociacy is to survive 
and fulfil the aspirations of people 
whose collective will and wisdom the 


members represent Of late, unfor¬ 
tunately, the image of this august of¬ 
fice, barring a few exceptions, has 
come under a cloud Rewarding the 
'delecting members' with ministerial 
berths or with some ec]uivalent 
public office IS a sad commentary on 
the working of parliamentary 
dc*mcKiacv in India 

Ever since the coming into force 
of the Constitution m 1950 (amendtxi 
more than 70 times since then), the 
question and criterion of a 
Governor's selection, appointment, 
transfer or even dismissal have* bc*en 
a subject ot both sc'nous and con¬ 
tinuous controversy for the simple 
reason that the role of a (.overnor as 
the c'ars and eves of the Central 
government has a great bearing on 
the health of parliamentary 
democracy In the initwl years after 
independence, men of eminence 
were sent to the 'Raj Bhavans to lend 
grace and glory to the office but with 
the passage of time, degeneration set 
in and considerations other than the 
C onstilutional ones came to the tore, 
as a result ot which scmie incon- 
Venient/rejected/pliable politicians 
were despatched to occupy the R<ij 
Bhavans and as and when the situa¬ 
tion so recjuited, they were con 
veniently used to promote the luling 
party's interests at the Centre 
without giving even a passing 
thought to the hammeitng blow that 
such acts of expcxlitncv would give 
to the functioning of our nascent par¬ 
liamentary democracy The way a 
popularly elected government was 
got nd of in Kerala in the fifties, was 
the beginning ot a sad chapter in our 
parliamentary history In the same 
vein the absurd drama was enactexi 
with the wholesale dismissal of State 
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governmonts and Governors ahi'r 
197, ‘lections Taw inntnvfs do not 
nuiki a w^ht Hence the repeat pertor 
mance of dismissing State govern 
ments and C.ovemors again in 1980 
was more a vindictive exercise in 
tutilitv than a C onstitutional 
propriety which left a long trail of 
bad blood and ill will among politi 
cal parties Ihc ab'^urJilv ot these 
populist gimmuk becomes clear 
and candid m hmdsuht onlv when 
tempers are cooled and the writings 
on the wall become iindeislandablt 

India IS a tunctioning anarchy 
said John Cialbraith But according to 
Prot I hod Rudoll (b S A ) Incfia s 
ability to carry on with a minority 
government (June 1991) has 
suipiiscd political scientists The 
people ot India have cJisplayed 
maturitv and sophi-.tication 
Though these comments are c]uite 
flittering, one canno' forget the fate 
of two earlier attempts of sustaining 
such minority governments (19S9 90) 
with outside suppoit that ended in a 
fiasco and failure without a tear 
be ing she'd or an obituary being writ 
ten on their demise 

As IS natural and nc>rmal our 
parliamc*ntarv demcH racy has passed 
thiough the )ungle of hopes and 
fears permutations and combina¬ 
tions convenient floor ciossmgs and 
expedient exercises in engineering 
defections in the name of stability 
ideologv and integrity but all such 
acts of the theatre of the absurd 
made the politicians a laughing stock 
and the dcmcKiatie institutions suffer 
kicks and kncKks, the worst of which 
came with the dc'claration of Fmer- 
gency in 197‘> In sharp contrast to 
what Prof Rudolf has said, the com¬ 
ments of The liomvui^t (1 ondon) 
after the fall of two minority govern 
mt'nts were highly pungent and 
thought-prov oking 1 he thoughts of 
India's leaders dwell on which 
colleagues backs can be most con- 
V eniently stabbed at the smallest risk 
ot exposing their own Until that 
change's, India cannot prosper The 
country is going to rack and ruin No 
one IS discussing the economic 
crisis they spend all their time on 
how to make and unmake govern 


ments " (March 1991) 

hc]ually relevant and realistic are 
the views of a former Secretary- 
General of I ok Sabha The decline c^f 
Parliament, like environmental 
degradation, is a world-wide con¬ 
cern Whether the Indian Parliament 
has deteriorated depends on how 
you perceive its role Yes, there is a 
drop in the standards of debating and 
oratory Hut today's MPs are more 
eaithv and concerned with the needs 
of their constituents' In contrast to 
the c'arlier I ok Sabhas which were 
moic clilist and in which the leader 
ship c line from uiban westernised 
and well to do sections today s 
Hcitise has a piedommantly agncul 
tural background, underscoring the 
fundamental shift to real India Ivpi 
cally today s average MP is Ic'ss inter 
csted in law making or exercising 
parliamentary surveillance over the 
government and administration 
Most MPs perceive Parliament as a 
forum tor grievance ventilation on 
behalf of their constituents The Par 
liament is beginning to ciiscuss inter 
national issues less and less and the 
shift from international to national, to 
regional, to local issues is very evi 
dent 

Over the years if the Indian elec¬ 
torate has shown a remaikable 
evidence ot political wisdom and 
maturity, the same cannot be said of 
the system that has come to be iden 
titled with the polluting power of 
money, muscle and mafia' The 
visionaries who framcx.1 the Indian 
C onstitution, could not have im¬ 
agined even in their wildest dreams 
that such distortions as criminalisa- 
tion of politics', 'kicJnappings of 
elected members', 'clandc'stine sale 
and purchase of members' et al 
vvouW bcxomc the wiodws operand/ of 
some It does not augur well for the 
future of parliamentary democracy 
in India if some elected members of a 
State assembly resisted their arrest 
with the help of their peisonal armed 
guards, knowing fully well that they 
were being arrested on the basis of 
some criminal charges against them 
In the same breath, the election of 
'two highjackers' to a State assembly 
a few years back is not something to 


be brushed aside or ignored Such 
cases are not mere aberrations in the 
functioning of our parliamentary 
demcKracy, they are the symptoms ot 
a malaise that has acquired respect¬ 
ability and acceptance in our milieu 

Besidc*s the cancer of 'defections', 
cnminalisation of politics, the par¬ 
liamentary system has come under 
the grave threat of disruption which 
the insurgents, militants, seces¬ 
sionists and terronsts arc hell-bent to 
cany out To some*extent they suc¬ 
ceeded in their nefarious designs by 
forcing the 'powers that be" to 
postpone elc i lions to one or two State 
assemblies and also rendered the frc'c 
movement of people s repre*- 
sentatives' a highly restricted exer¬ 
cise It IS an inteic'sting paradox of 
Indian polity, that whereas (he Indian 
electorate has again and again 
demonstrated its ability to rise above 
communal and casteist mobilisation 
it IS the managers of the polity who 
are unw illing to give up their agi'-old 
constnictions ot the mind of Indian 
masses a mind thev can only con¬ 
ceive ot as steeped in caste and com 
munal identities 

Notwithstanding the occasional 
set backs and pit falls that par¬ 
liamentary democracy has to en¬ 
counter and suffer a few bruises here 
and there, the heart is sound and 
sonorous To make it more resilient 
and rigorous, the President's advice 
to limit the si/e of ministries and to 
stop defectors from holding public 
office, has come to us at a time when 
wc have already embarked upon a 
new course ot economic liberalisa 
tion and monetary reforms Why not 
make similar departures in our politi¬ 
cal philosophy as well so that our 
parliamentary democracy is insu¬ 
lated against evil intrusions 

"Without wishing to make 
prophecies, we can say that in this 
great historical vacuum democracy is 
the only regime which is still show¬ 
ing signs of life" (Ot tav/o Paz, Nobel 
Laureate) and "when demoCTacy be¬ 
comes corrujjt, the best gravitates to 
the bottom, the worst floats to the 
top, and the vile is replaced by the 
more vile" (He/in/ George) 
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SHOm ESSAY 


Politics in Sports 


/Politics in sports' is the bane of all 
creative passions and pursuits as 
also an insult to human endeavour 
that is ever eager and earnest to dis¬ 
play its physical as well as mental 
agility and prowess to the best of its 
vision and ability. The lengthening 
shadows of politics were most per¬ 
ceptible ami palpable during the 
ygars of 'Cold War' when issues, 
whether scientific, cultural or sport¬ 
ing, were judged by ideological 
idiosyncracies rather than by the 
ideals of excellence and emulation. 
Lven the award of 'Nobel Prices' 
used to evoke mixed responses and 
sharp reactions when they were an¬ 
nounced, specially for peace and 
literature. 

After the Second World War, the 
use of 'politics' as a wily wuipon was 
resorted to both in the UN as well as 
outside, no matter whether it meant 
the debarring of recalcitrant South 
Africa from participation in all 
regional and international sports 
competitions or boycotting of Olym¬ 
pics by the then super-powers and 
their political allies Of course, when 
South Africa was expelled from the 
membership of International Olym¬ 
pic AsscKiation, nearly three decades 
ago, for its blatant and bcKirish policy 
ot apartheid, the guiding spint be¬ 
hind the expulsion was a belated but 
genuine concern for racial equality 
and human dignity of all irrespective 
of their colour and creed. This 
decision by the international frater¬ 
nity was in response to the obduracy 
of the South African white minority 
government that had practised the 
abominable policy of racial dis¬ 
crimination in its most heinous and 
hideous hues. And now with the 
gradual dismantling of 'apartheid' 
the expulsion has been revoked. 

Nearer home, the hydra-headed 
phenomenon of 'politics in sports' 
tells a different story, full of plots and 


sub-plots, wheels-within-wheels 
coupled with comic-pathetic dimen¬ 
sions and dilemmas leading to 
ridiculously low levels of performan¬ 
ces and achievements of our athletes 
and sports-persons. Strangely 
enough, like a timc-rCspccted ritual, 
after every drubbing and dashing of 
hopes, a conimittee/commission is 
appointed to go into the causes of our 
dismal showing and suggest ways 
and moans to rid ourselves of the rub¬ 
bish and ruetul results m future. By 
the time the next 'meet' arrives the 
report of the previous inquiry com¬ 
mittee is ainveniently and conscious¬ 
ly put under the carpet as if nothing 
had happened and our canny con¬ 
sciences are as clear as the sky on a 
starry night. 

Unfortunately, we have allowed 
the monster of politics such a fren; 
entry in all walks of our stxrial, cul¬ 
tural and extra-curricular life that for 
the protagonists of this diabolic 
drama no holds are barred and no 
price IS too high and heavy to use 
sports as a spnng-board to cross all 
hurdles to reach the summit of recog¬ 
nition and VI P status. 

To the much trained and 
motivattxJ sports-persons the highly 
coveted medal may proven mirage or 
a distant dream to realise but to a 
politician, with a few exceptions 
apart no obstacle is too high to cross 
and no difficulty too big to surmount 
so long as he can manoeuvre the 
course of events and levers of power 
in his favour with means, fair or foul. 
His possessive passion to be in the 
selection/screening committee is too 
strong to be resisted and it means a 
fig for him; the sport in whose name 
he is ruling the roost, may go to the 
dogs. To a cynic, the highest value to 
be cultivated in the pf^nl-day free- 
for-all scenario is to feed and breed 
the cult of 'nuisance value'. What a 


fall! 

Whether the fiesta is Olympics, 
Asiad, Afro-Asian Games, Common¬ 
wealth Games or even SAARC jam- 
booree of athletic competitions, the 
shadow of politics over the Indian 
contingent is more than obvious. And 
if the performance and preparedness 
of our contingents fail below all 
levels of expectations and aspira¬ 
tions, the usual uproar takes place in 
the media as well as m other form of 
public opinion but sexm all is for¬ 
given and forgotten. It makes no dif¬ 
ference to the health of 'powers that 
be' that the country's prestige has 
taken a nose-dive due to the 
manipulations of those who have 
nothing to do with sports and their 
promotion 

How the 'Sports Federations' 
meehngs end m fracas, exchange of 
hot words and blows, charges and 
counter-charges, court litigations etc, 
is a matter that calls tor immediate 
remedial measures if Indian sports 
and .sports-men are to make their 
niche in the comity of nations and 
prove their mettle. 

It is hardly a matter ot consola¬ 
tion and comforts if a few in¬ 
dividuals, ot their own dedication 
and devotion, have shown promising 
potency and proclivity whereas the 
bulk of our talent has been allowed 
to deteriorate and decay for no fault 
of theirs. In the all-pervasive atmos¬ 
phere of 'political interference' and 
disgusting results on the score- 
board staring us in the face, the sane 
voice of a former Secretary-General 
of lOA should be both timely and 
touching: "Sport must be kept free 
from politics. We cannot let 
politicians bully and subjugate the 
national sports federation and State 
Olympic associations. We live in a 
democracy and democratic values 
have to be upheld." 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


The most seditious is Ihc most 
cowardly. 




The most si Jilioiis is tlio one 
who IS the most sn leln i I !e ton 
lenes his stheiiu s m dtiikniss and 
plants tlu ir i veiulion in obsiurit\ 
He IS lannv < nouj;h to tairy out his 
sinister dtsimis through the 
iredulousand tin gullible With the 
gitl of his gab he impiesses the 
strangers first who betome his firm 
followers afterwards It is verv raie 
that anyoni tan see through his 
game of hide and seek Thus his 
sedilious nature sumeds in tonieal- 
ing his lowaidue and he keeps on 
en|o\ mg the lonfidence of all those 
who have been taken in by his glib 
tongue and radnal ideas 1 le is 
adept in the strategy of hitting 
below the belt lest he is distov ert\i 
and evposi d It is doubtful if suih a 
person w'ho is highly seditious and 
malignant in nature and cowardly 
at heart is true to the cause for 
which he mutes and initiates others 
to |oin him in the (mis)ad\enture, 
the outlines and objectiv c’s of which 
are known only to him 


Goodness becomes a lame vir¬ 
tue, if along with it there is no 
courage to endure everything 

—M k Cainllii 

To be good is a \ irlue woi thy 
of emulation and commendation 
but to become good b\ i ultivating 
courage and lonv iction is to rise 
above the multitude In .1 life beset 
with thoins and thrushc's, challen 
ges and chagrins one cannot 
remain indifferent and complacent 
in the half-bakt'd belief that mere 
goodness will help him cross the 
whirl-pool or face the whirl-wmd of 
worldly knocks and kicks In oniir 
to rise to the cKcasion and take the 
bull bv the horns, we must learn to 
endure all types of sufferings and 
sorrows tliat may intimidate and 


scare us Goodness is not an 
abstract virtue only, it has to be ac¬ 
tive, c reativ e and many a time cura¬ 
tive also By sitting in an iv 01 v 
tower, cut off from the social siir 
loundmgs and its myriad ina/es, 
one may hope to escape the 
iigorous realities of life but one can 
not claim the cic'dit of having learnt 
the lessons of life (,oodness be 
comes gold when it passes thiough 
the tierv tests and tiibulafions of life 
and IS ever piepari*d to face the 
onslaughts of life vv ith patience 
poise and endui ance I he se virtue’s 
can be had not tor the meic asking 
but bv befriending courage and 
combating cow arduc of c’vt rv 
colour 

Nobody can acquire honour by 
doing what is wrong. 

— T/lO/llfls /(ffcis(i)l 

Right or w rong, good or bad, 
virtue or sin—these are some ot the 
attributes of human psyche and 
character that make or mar his 
standing in the social milieu where 
he h\ es Howev er noble or v irtuous 
his intentions may be, it is his ac¬ 
tions that will determine his place 
in the hearts of people because no 
accolades are given to those who 
resort to questionable means to 
achieve their ends 'Lnds must jus¬ 
tify the means' is the golden rule of 
life 1 low much one acquires in life 
IS not that important as to 'how one 
acquires it No dirty dram can add 
to the lustre of a nver and no 
muddy nver can contnbute to the 
splendour of a sea Similarly a 
wrong act cannot bring honour to 
the wrong doer, although it may 
bring some glittering gam or il¬ 
lusory elevation for a while To be¬ 
come h mourable in life, one has to 
be above board One should not 
only act well but also should seem 
to have acted right all the time 
Those who plot to earn honour 


through deceit, double-talk and 
double-deal, Inc in a fool's 
paradise, for no honourable citadel 
was ever built on faulty founda¬ 
tions and wavenng'walls 

We should strive not to live long 
but to live rightly 


V I Kill 


'Quality and not ijuantity 
should be the guiding and goading 
motto of life because w hat matters 
in the ultimate analysis is not the 
length ot life that we hope to live 
but the nature and contours of exist 
i nee that we try to improv c and en 
rich 1 he tiait of an oak tres’ is its 
long but bairen presem e but that of 
a rose is its shoit and flagrant 
manifestation The former provokes 
cynicism whereas the latter inspires 
apprc’ciation and gaiety m the ob¬ 
server 1 he one has the dubious 
charactenstic of evoking revulsion 
whereas the other has the gift of ex¬ 
citing rewiry and revelation Men 
have been judged not tor the lon¬ 
gevity of their existence but for the 
quality and excellence ot their live's 
It IS the grace of living that imparts 
direction and distinction to an other¬ 
wise dull and drab life The saints 
and sages of the hoary past looked 
upion life as the trust of God and im¬ 
pressed upxm generations to come 
to treat life not as a tool 'to eat, 
drink and be meny' but as a mis¬ 
sion, the loftiness of which was 
the only incentive and motiva¬ 
tion for which we are born, bred 
and blessed on this earth How 
ridiculous It looks when people 
are found praying for a long but 
not for a purposeful life Men of 
clay, flesh and bones, as we are, 
we fall for a living that is cosy 
and comfortable, however erratic 
and ephemenal its contents and 
curves may be As human beings, 
we should strive to live to the 
best of our ability 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


End of Non-alignment? 


Rcii'iil lu tioii'^ h/ Iniiia in the inter 
nntnniiilini nn niiluiiti that tlihioiintn/ 
I'^noloii’^ii non nli<^nii1 liutin i'^ in any 
irtM not a hiiihi of tin non ali’iiml 
o'oild iiOii' It '-<<//;■’ uhlnuii niou anil 
inoie to oott in fnooin of it‘>oliitioii'y 
'^jion^oud In/ till U '■< at tiu United Nii 
tioii'' I III piopo^ition foi di'^Lii'y'^ion ;s 
India has iihandoiiid its tiaditional 
poln/ of non nli'^niiu nt 


MrA Sir it has K limit'ob 

\ loiis that intotnational lolations 
aioiind tho uorld art' uiuleigoing a 
ihangt' thc\ aii' in lait, in a staleol 
llii\ Old liu'iidships and lommit 
iiii'iits ha\L boon tioan foi^ollon 
and non links are In ini» ostablishod 
Ml piirsuamo ol soil intorist and in 
order to lairv out tho adjust nonts 
necessitated by the fast changing 
conditions Mon alignment scx'iiis to 
lia\ e become an obsidete t one opt It 
\\ as a mov ement that piaved an at 
tivt roll iHiimg the Cold War India 
kept herselt aloot trom the militar\ 
bItKs and pursued an iiiciepeiident 
polity Ittirmlv established itseltas 
a leader ot the non aligned 
countiies and many countiies tif the 
Third World followed its lead i/ith 
the result that over 100 countries 
ji'inc'd NAM But during the past 
one year or so, India has adopted a 
new stand at the United Nations 
which shows that it has mixlitied its 
foreign policy which is undergoing 
readjustments rc'gardless ot the fact 
that these violate the long-standing 
policy of non-alignment India s 
support to US-spemsored U N 
resolutions has been unmistakable 
There was the vote on the resolu¬ 
tion on Zionism, followed by talk of 
establishing diplomatic relations 
with Israel, unmindful of the impact 
this action w'ould have on the Arab 
world and on its decades old su|> 
port to tlve cause of Palestine. The 
resolution equated Zionism with 


racism, thus putting Israel on the 
same tiKiting as South Africa Both 
these dt'cisions in elfc'ct bai ked the 
US policy Such batking was am- 
sideic'd highlv impiobable only a 
few vears ago The third move is in- 
dicativ e ol full sujrporl tc) the 
United States So is the vote against 
1 ibya signitving opposition to inter¬ 
national terroiism The motion was 
sponsoied by three impoitant 
ccmntries— the United Stales 
Britain and 1 rante India has al 
ways been liiinlv oppostd to ter 
roiism it has itst It suHt it d heav ilv 
from this cvil in ) & K and l’un|ab, 
not to mention stnne othei States 
when alst>t»rionsisand militants 
have done havix to civilian life and 
projx'rtv I he it solution dejiloic'd 
1 ibya s refusal to hand overtwoot 
Its nationals at cost'd of causing ex¬ 
plosions in a US and a f rench an 
linei in WSSand IW) which killed 
a total ol 441) jx'rsons In fact 
1 ibva s Hack rt'coid in lespect ot ter¬ 
rorism IS outrageous So what India 
has done is tulK justilic'd, non-align¬ 
ment oi no non alignment I ach 
move was dutati d by considera¬ 
tions ol justice 


MrB My piedecessor MrA, 
has argued that India has violated 
the basic tenets ot non-alignment by 
voting in tavourot the resolutions 
moved by the US and two other 
western tountries 1 would like to 
point out that the founders ot non 
alignment never favoured acts of 
terrorism and injustice jawnharlal 
Nehru clearly said that teirorism it¬ 
self IS a clear violation of human 
rights These rights non-alignment 
has always suppcirted It India had 
voted for Libya it would have im¬ 
plied support, though indirect, to 
acts ot terrorism and the blatant use 
of force Moic'over, Libya has back¬ 
ed Pakistan several times in resjx'ct 


ot the Kashmir issue As for the 
racism and Zionism resolution, two 
f.ictors have played a part in deter¬ 
mining India's line of action One, 
lacism IS on its wav out This is indi- 
I atc'd by the notable shift in the 
South Afritan C>overnment's policy 
on apartheid The new South 
African President, Mr De Klerk, has 
takt n several steps to end apartheid 
and racism India has even accepted 
South Afrit a on the cricket held, 
bc'lore leaving toi the Australian 
toui the Indian inckc'ters plavt'ci a 
South Afrit an team in thiee 
matches India has undeniably lost 
its high moral posture on certain 
major issues New' Delhi set'ms to 
have Ignored the fact that a 1 ibvan 
dignitary recently conceded that his 
Cjovernment had made a mistake in 
desciibing Kashmir as an unsettled 
issue When a country admits its 
mistake, there is no point in ignor¬ 
ing its admission and taking note 
only of the earlier postuie Again, 

I ibva has renounced the jxilicv ot 
State sponsored terrorism and has 
made known its intc'ntion to put on 
Inal the tw'o men guill\ of destroy¬ 
ing the US and British aircraft To 
remov e doubts about a fair trial, a 
lontention niiide bv the w'c'Stern 
countries, I ibva has jiroposed that 
they could send legal experts to 
I ibya to watch the trial of the guillv 
men It has also to bt' noted that 
other enlightened powers also con¬ 
demned at ts ot terronsm com¬ 
mitted by Libya and other 
countries So w hat India has done is 
precisely what other NAM and 
Aiab League countries would have 
done Since India has been asking 
the international community to con¬ 
demn and help check Pakistan- 
sjxinsored acts of terrorism in j & K, 
how could it vote against the US 
resolution on Libya in the 
Security CounciP 
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MrC 1 bcIit'M’ that India has 
madi’ a mistake in voting toi the 
resolution sponson'd by the US m 
the U N Assembly rheimj’liia 
tions aie seiious enough to di mand 
careful tluuight The tollou upot 
the ri'solution, that IS dm im 
plementation and theionseqiiential 
commitments, must not be 
bypassed If at the instanee ot the 
U S, theSeeuiitv t oiineil favours 
sanctions against I ibya as a logical 
step, will India (ollow suit’ 
rconomic sanctions ma\ have to be 
followed bv ofher types of s.vnc 
fions, to w Inch India is generally al 
lergic, as was indicatcxl bv this 
country s lefusal to c ontribute units 
to the U S dominated military tor- 
c os of western nations operating 
against the Irac]! regime ot President 
Saddam Hussein about bS months 
ago Surely, India will not )om 
anstrikes against 1 ibva s cities and 
various facilities We must not play 
into the hands of President Hush 
who seeks one platform and then 
another to promote his chances in 
the next Presidential election in his 
country due to be held after a tew 
months Why indeed should India 
become a tool m the hands of the 
US President^ It neexis to be noted 
that now the word non alignment 
does not occur foicefully in the 
foreign policy statements made by 
India's External Affairs ministry 
spokesmen, except for form's sake I 
also feel sure that nations which 
would not have voted against Libya 
m the United Nations are among 
those who have not suffered from 
the menace of terronsm India has 
been among the’ major victims ot ter¬ 
ronsm I ibya has in effect bc*en put 
on probation for good conduct, but 
It IS unlikely to mend its ways Not 
long ago, almost the entire world, 
except some close allies of C ol Gad¬ 
dafi, deplored the terrorists' 
depredations which caused the 
deaths of numerous inncxent 
people In recent months, terrorism 
has been on the decline, except m 
Kashmir So India had to march in 
line with the others It has shown 
^ that it IS no longer a faithful, un- 


flinc hmg and faithful votary ot 
NAM I ibya and Iracj are among 
the NAVI members and vet India 
did not hesitate to vote against 
these countries whose leaders 
deficxi world conscience and acted 
arbitrarily 

MrD Mv predecc’ssors, Mr B 
.ind Ml C, have not made anv leter- 
ence to the explanations and 
claiifications given bv Mi Yassei 
Aiafat, the Palestine I ibeiafion Or¬ 
ganisation C hairman who visited 
India in the thud weekot fanu.iry 
‘’peakmg in Delhi on laniiary 21 
Arafat viitually approved India's 
possible upgradatum ol diplomatic 
relations w ith Israel 'I xchange ot 
ambassadors and rcxognition of 
‘’tatc's are acts of sovemigiitv m 
w hic h I cannot interfere he said 
He respected any choice made by 
the Ciovernment of India 'Our rel i 
turns with India are so sfiong that 
they cannot be atltvfed by other 
things ' The Palestinians especially 
Mr \asser Arafat, hav e always en¬ 
joyed firm Indian supiaort for their 
cause As tar as India was con 
corned, he addexi, it had nevei 
severed relations with Israel since 
19S1 This country has political rela 
tions with Israel since thc*n, though 
in low profile Asked about India s 
vote in the U N Cioneral Assembly 
on the resolution to delete from the 
1976 Resolution 1379 the sentence 
"Zionism IS a form of racism and ra¬ 
cial discnmmation", Mr Aiatat 
recalled that it had been agrcH'd to 
suspend revcKation of this sentence 
until next year so that we could go 
for it with an agreement on Pales¬ 
tinian homelanci in our hands But 
President Bush lobbied widely and 
pushed It through the UN at the last 
moment Nehru often spoke of the 
moral approach ot India to world 
problems in general It was sup¬ 
posed that Indian culture is supe¬ 
rior to the Western culture Both 
these assumptions have proved er¬ 
roneous, anci also the belief that 
India can do without force These as¬ 
sumptions formed the basis of non- 
alignment When the basic planks 
have proved untenable, what 



reli’vance has non-alignment, c'spe- 
cially after the end of the Cold War 
and of the Big Power conflicts^ 
Moreover, we have bt'en arming 
ourselves with a vengeance India 
has not said farewell to NAM, only 
there is a perceptible change m the 
international arena and m the com¬ 
position of pressure groups and m 
the compulsions worldwide 

MrE My prede^c'ssor, MrD, 
has quoted at length from the 
speech delivered by Mr Aratat in 
IX'Ihi m January this year, but 1 
would like to focus attention on 
anothei observ'ation made by the 
PI O C haiimaii Askexi about his 
leaction to India's gesture tow'ards 
Israel, Mr Aratat said though he 
had no objection fo the move but 
such recognition from a country 
whii h he considers not only friend 
ly but also brotherly, should c ome 
only alter the outcome of the West 
Asian talks when Palestinian people 
have scxurcxl some concessions 
"Our land is still occupied ' he said, 
implying that until Israel vacates ag¬ 
gression, it should not be recog¬ 
nised diplomatically India, strictly 
sjieaking, should not establish rela¬ 
tions with Israel as long as the latter 
remains the aggressor That w'ould 
be in line with the foreign policy, in¬ 
cluding non-alignment, v huh it has 
been following in Asia and else 
where 


KiND ATTENTION 
SUBSCRIBERS 

Please attach your 
address label, pasted 
on the envelope in 
which the magazine is 
sent, along with your let¬ 
ter while making any en- 
quiry regarding your 
subscription. 

Withput this it will not 
be possible to verify 
your record. 


606 MARCH 92 COMPETITION MASTER 




PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


The Will To Succeed 


Life ts not anything; it is only the 
opportunity to do soniethwg. 

— Hebbel. 

What is Success? 

S uccess consists in doing and ac¬ 
complishing things It IS tlie ac¬ 
complishment of an end aimed at. It 
IS doing one's best to make the most 
of oneself. It is not something that can 
be measured in relation to the ac¬ 
complishments of others. It is an in¬ 
dividual matter and must always be 
determined by the degree in which a 
specific person has attained his own 
highest potentialities 

A Goal 

T he first success factor is the for- 
mul^ition of a goal The general 
causes of our mediocrity in perfor¬ 
mance of our failure in accv’mplish- 
ment are not lack of ability, 
unwillingness to work, or indif¬ 
ference or lack of earnestness. The 
real cause is that we do not formulate 
specific, concrete goals towards 
which to direct our efforts. We aim 
our efforts at vague generali/ations, 
and not at bull's-eye. Always spis itv 
your goal in such a way that it has 
four characteristics. (1) It is specific; 
(2) It is positive; (3) It is realistic; and 
(4) It IcH’ates the goal within some 
environment or situation. Oc¬ 
casionally it is necessary to break the 
end goal into sub-goals and set peri¬ 
odic goals to achieve the targeted 
end-goal gradually. 

Passion 

T O attain your goal pursue it 
single-mindedly and with pas¬ 
sion and strong enthusiasm, which 
moves heaven and earth. As Emerson 
has put it, "nothing great was ever 
achieved without enthusiasm " The 
father of modem psychology, Wil¬ 
liam James, expressed this point 
Beautifully; "In almost any subject 
your passion for the subject will save 
you. If >ou only care enough for a 
result, you will most certainly attain 


it. If you wish to be rich, you will be 
rich; it you wish to be learned, you 
will be learned, if you wish to be 
good, you will be good. Only you 
must then really wish these things 
and not wish them with exclusive¬ 
ness and not wish at the same time a 
hundred other incompatible things 
just as strong." 

To pvirsuc a goal passionately is 
the best possible assurance of success 
in it. It there is a wav to success, pas¬ 
sion finds if and is cowed by few dif¬ 
ficulties or obstacles. It enlists the 
whole body and soul of man to 
achieve its coveted objeciives. 

The American motion picture 
pioneer, Samuel Goldwyn, used to 
say. "No jx’rson who is enthusiastic 
about his work had anything to fear 
from life " Passion is the indispen¬ 
sable condition or qualification for a 
great achievement. "We may affirm", 
says I legel, "absolutely that nothing 
great in the world has been ac¬ 
complished without passion." Pas¬ 
sion IS the prime success factor. All 
other needed factors follow as a mat¬ 
ter of course in its wake. 

Driving Force 

C LOSELY related to passion 'is 
driving force that there is no gain 
without work. 

The old saying has it, "Through 
hardship to the stars " Anyone can be 
successful if he is prepared to pay the 
price for it. But the price you have to 
pay is a continual one. If you stop 
paying the price when you have 
achieved some success, then you will 
slip back. It means that the driving 
force has gone and the price is no 
longer being paid. The trouble wnth 
some people is that they want to gel 
to the promised land without going 
through the wilderness. 

"Pay for it and take it", said 
Emerson. Everything worthwhile 
has a price and to make it meaningful 
we must pay that price. Beware of the 


philosophy ofi"Something for noth¬ 
ing". Two young men of equal 
abilities start in the business world at 
the same time. One remains stuck in 
a small job all his life, while the other 
climbs to the top in his trade. What is 
the difference? just this, the one who 
was stufk refused to pay the price of 
success. 

Courage 

A NOT! lER essential success factor 
is courage Kierkegaard, 
Niel/sche, Camus and Sartre have 
proclaimed that courage is not the 
absence of dc'-pair, it is rather the 
capacity to move ahead in spite of 
ih'sfiuir. It IS the willingness to con¬ 
front fear. It means flying in the face 
of criticism, relying on yourself, 
being willing to accept and learn 
from the consequences of your 
choices. Courage is the recognition 
that failure is a genuine possibility 
and that absolute certainty is an il¬ 
lusion. This is what Sydney Smith 
said about courage: "A great deal of 
talent is lost in the world for want of 
a little courage. Everyday Sends to 
their groves .obscure men whom 
timidity prevented fnim making a 
great effort, who, if they could have 
been induced to begin, would in all 
probability have gone great lengths 
in the career of fame. The fact is that 
to do anything in the world worth 
doing, we must not stand back 
shivering and thinking of the aild 
and danger, but jump in and scramble 
through as well as we can. It will not do 
to be perpetually calculating risks 
and adjusting nice changes, but at 
present a man waits, and doubts and 
consults his brother, and his par¬ 
ticular friends, till one day he finds he 
is 60 years old and that he has lost so 
much time in consulting cousins and 
friends 'that he has no more time to 
follow their advice." 

As Core Harris advises, "The 
bravest thing you can do when vou 
are not brave is to profess courage 
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and act accordingly." The idea of 
professing courage is sound because 
the important thing to do is to act, 
rather than to try to convince yourself 
of how brave you are or aren't at any 
given movement. Self pity does no 
one any good. 

Success Visualization 

T he effectiveness of the foregoing 
success factors will be greatly en¬ 
hanced if you visualize yourself as a 
success and act accordingly several 
times a day. Success or failure in any 
enterprise is caused more by mental 
attitude than by mental capacities. 
The success altitude magnetizes suc¬ 
cess, the failure attitude, failure. Con¬ 
duct yourself as if you were what you 
want to be. As Shakespeare wrote in 
"Hamlet", "Assume a virtue if you 
have it not." Build up a very vivid 
picture of yourself behaving in the 
way you want to behave, being the 
sort of person you want to be and let 
this image drift into your mind. On 
this plus success factor Dr H.E. Stan¬ 
ton observes, "Perhaps the greatest 
power we have as human being is to 
use our imagination to help us 
change in the ways we want to 
change...The way to do this would 
appear to be to create in one's mind 
an image of the person one wants to 
be. The value of this approach...has 
been repeatedly affirm^ in my own 
therapy." 

Firmly fix in your mind what you 
would like to do, and when, without 
veering off course, you will move 
straight to your goal. Preserve the 
success attitude. All things come 
through desire. We become like that 
on which our hearts are fixed. Set 
your heart on a goal, visualize its at¬ 
tainment, work for it like blazes, give 
it that little extra, and with God's 
help you will achieve it. 

Persistence 

T he spirit behind the above suc¬ 
cess factors is the unbending 
spirit called persistence. It enables 
you to hold on when there is nothing 
in you except the will which says to 
you, "Hold On". The magic formula 
of success is: Never let down! Never let 
up! Give up your giving up and 
replace it with dogg^ persistence. If 
you persist and follow up tirelessly. 


never even entertaining the idea of 
being pnit off, then you will almost 
always emerge not only having 
reached your goal, but often having 
far exceeded your initial expecta¬ 
tions. 

In the art of success there is no 
substitute for persistence. The slogan 
'Press On' has solved and always will 
solve the problems of the human 
race. 

Open-mindedness 

Y et another vital success factor is 
open-mindedness, the ability and 
willingness to learn from our errors, 
no matter how painful they may be. 
The only complete mistake is the mis¬ 
take from which we learn nothing. 
Samuel Smiles remarks, "We often 
discover what will do, by finding out 
w'hat will not do; and probably he 
who never made a mistake never 
made a discovery." 

As the Overstreets have it: "Man 
is a mistake-maker. This fact points 
out our obligation to let one another 
make a normal quota of mistakes, ac¬ 
knowledge them, learn from them 
and move beyond them, keeping in¬ 
tact, all the while, a reasonable self- 
respect and self-confidence." Don't 
make the same mistake twice. It is 
better to look forward and to make 
new mistakes than to look back and 
do nothing. The worst mistake you 
can make is to lose your initiative. It 
is the man who keeps on who climbs 
to the top rung of the ladder. 

The Will to Succeed 

S uccess comes to the person who 
has the will to succe^. It is no 
bonanza, it does not come as a gift of 
heaven. It is the end product of our 
own efforts. It is the result of our will 
to succeed. The individual who has 
the will to succeed takes charge of his 
success. He knows what he wants 
and he plans the steps by which to 
achieve it. He directs and bends the 
force of his life to the attainments of 
his goals. He does not expect fate to 
throw success in his lap, nor does he 
rely on other people to give it to him. 
He knows what he wants, and he 
regulates his daily actions to attain it. 
He succeeds because he has the will 
to succeed. At the back of 99 out of 
100 assertions that a thing cannot be 


done is nothing but unwillingness to 
do it. 

When you attempt to do a thing 
you should do it with a will and be 
confident that you will succeed. You 
should act as if it were impossible to 
fail. It is will-power that makes the 
dreams come true. Don't pray for 
lighter burdens but for stronger 
backs. 

Do Your Best 

A nother success factor is "Do 
your best, and leave the rest." 
"Success for any sane adult", says 
Dorathsa Brand, "is exactly 
equivalent to doing his best. What 
best may be, what its farthest reaches 
may include, we can discover only by 
freeing ourselves from the will to fail." 

In his autobiography "Un¬ 
finished journey" the great violinist, 
Yehudi Menuhin, says: "Striving to 
do my best 1 have found fulfilment." 
"Perfection", he adds, "cannot be 
achieved unless its pursuit becomes a 
way of life." 

At no given point can a sincere 
and developing person feel that he 
has 'arrived'. For, success is a journey, 
not a location. 

Be Friendly 

T O live successfully with your en¬ 
vironment you need friends, real 
friends. Associate yourself with 
people who bring you out. Some 
people inspire a style. They make you 
witty or thoughtful or generous or 
sensible. They make you more like 
the person who wish to be. Search out 
such persons and cultivate their 
friendship. Do what you can for them 
and let them do things for you. You 
will find that your greatest social 
security lies in your friendships. 

Efficiency 

T O live successfully with your en¬ 
vironment, you have got to be ef¬ 
ficient. In other words, you have to 
learn to make the most economical 
use of lime, space, energy and 
materials. Intelligent organisation of 
these ingredients means richer and 
more rewarding life. Without ef¬ 
ficiency you are not likely to hit the 
bull's eye very often. Efliciency will 
increase your confidence and self-es¬ 
teem. 
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READERS’ 

FORUM 

PAKISTAN'S N.-BOMBS 

Your t-pciiiil fentiirc "/'fiA/>//(« > IS 
l\l-Boiiil>s" in the March '12 issiie is veri/ 
informative. lon>~rankhi}( ,\mencim 
Senator, Mr Preftslcr's statement diiriiiff 
his recent Delhi visit is not a iliploinatic 
I'ictori/ of liulia afiaiiist Pakistan. In 
fact. It is an Anieriian ilifiloiiiatu trap 
in which liulia iiiiist not fall. 

After the enil of the Cold IViir and 
withdrawal of the Soi'iet troops from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is not an impor¬ 
tant country from the American 
strategu point ofvieu’. India is a very 
big market for American goods. Ihepos- 
sihilily of the emergence of a new Is¬ 
lamic confederation and its nui Icar 
potential is an obvious danger for both 
New Delhi and Washington. Dierefore, 
the U.S. seems to lean towards India. 
There is inasswe American pressure on 
Nejv Delhi to agree to sign the NPT. 

When China is a full-fledged 
nuclear power and Pakistan has crossed 
the nuclear threshold, India iiiiist not 
abandon its mu learyrograinnie and 
never agree to sign the Nl’T. 

Wf certainly stand for total destruc¬ 
tion of all nuclear weapons in the 
world. If all nuclear powers agree to 
destroy their nuclear weapons, India 
would abandon its nuclear option. 
Iiimnlpiii Bin.iv Kuin.ii Vlishi.i 

Apropos of the article on nuclear 
weapons (Cover Feature, Marih '92), 
after the breakdoivn of the U.S.S.R., the 
new independent republics have their 
own share of the dreaded devices. How¬ 
ever, Russia has two-thirds of all the 
nuclear weapons which the former 
U.S.S.K. possessed. I ack of jobs, 
shortage of food, soaring prices, 
economic crises and sharp difference 
among the republics—these are some im¬ 
portant factors which can change the 
form of the republics. And if once the 
republics fall into the hands of fun¬ 
damentalists, they would pose a threat 
to the U.S. because they can misuse the 
nuclear weapons. 

Also, if the jobless atomic scien¬ 
tists of these republics (especially those 
of the Islamic ones) migrate to West 
Asia (some countries would welcome 
them), in the near future they would 
pose a problem to all the countries 
which xvant peace and also cause a 
headache to Mr Bush. Hence the ll.N. 
should go deep into this problem. 

Siu'iin Kh.ilid I his-.,iin 

Your Cover Stonj "India and 
China—Neiv Perspectwes" (Feb '92 
issue) was interesting. The visit of the 


Chinese Premier, Mr Li Peng, was not a 
'landmark' as far as India is concerned. 

Past e.xperience shows that the 
Chinese are untrustworthy. I U'onder 
why the Government of India should gel 
over-e\cited about this visit. 

The visit of Mr Li Peng had nothing 
special. He did ivhat he wanted to do. 
lint the Goiiernnient of India failed to 
break the toughness of the Chinese 
Premier. I he Indian CoveminenI must 
tackle Hie Chinese with cleverness and 
diplomacy. After having interacted with 
Mr Li Peng and the Chinese delegation, 
our leaders should learn how to remain 
firm on sensitive issues. 

Certainly we should not try to 
make friends at the cost of our dignity 
and prestige. 

Hiiliiiigii iOiiss/i) Dob.ui.ilt.i l’.inij>r.ihi 

Your editorial (Feb issue) "'Ihe 
Irony of Gorbaihov" canies sound ideas 
about the top-knohh global statesman, 
Mikhail Gorbacov, I admire biiii very 
much because Ihe steps he took were 
meant to bring about a historical 
change. The process of democratisatioii 
IS proceeding rapidly all ovei the world. 
In this ihangiiig situation a great 
country like the ll.S.a.R. must not 
remain backward in the yiiesl for 
democracy. Gorby was the first 'Red' 
Russian to dream of the blissful mo¬ 
ments of democracy. He is the first great 
Russian in world coniniuiiist history to 
give his countnjmen the original taste of 
freedom, and of the doctrine of 
democracy, but he was ignored and 
rebuffed. Perhaps the countn/ was not 
ripe for full democracy. 

Hhiihiiiii’siiw (ih.insliv.im S.ihon 

TERRORISM AND KIDNAPPINGS 

Your special feature on "lerrortsm 
and Kidnappings" is an exhaustive 
piece. Inspite of the Governinent's ef¬ 
forts to curb the menace of terrorism, in¬ 
stead of getting reduced it is increasing 
day by day. Examples of such incidents 
can be had from recent nexvspaper 
reports. In A.P., Mr Hayagrirachari, a 
freedom fighter, was shot dead, and 
some prominent persons were kidnapped. 

I feel that unless the issue is tackled 
at its roots, the present sitnalion may 
even get aggravated. 

Gulbaiga Devondra Kumar 

NOT A CLIENT STATE 

With reference to xvrite-up “India — 
USA's Client State" (in the aigumenta- 
tion, March issue) in my viexv it is not a 
fair remark on the recent tilt of New 
Delhi towards Washington. 

In today's international arena, no 
one is a permanent friend or a per¬ 
manent enemy; the only thing per¬ 
manent is national interest. In t950s, 
once Mr Nehru remarked to Mr Menon 
that if the U.S. could set up fexv in¬ 


dustries for us, why not tilt a bit 
towards it? He ivas a staunch advocate 
of non-alignment. Noxv again, if U.S. is 
in a position to help India out of the 
economic crisis, why not tilt toxoards 
the USA, a bit? In such a course we hax’e 
nothing to lose but have something to gain. 
Dliaiihnd Anup Kumar SuirIi 

PROTECTIONISM IN U.S. 

If the recent happenings are indica¬ 
tive of the latest trend in the U.S., 
protectionism is most likely to influence 
the U.S. trade laws in future. Ihe recent 
hostility toxvards a fapanese company, 
ex’entudlly causing it {u lose a $122 mil¬ 
lion contract for rail care in Los Angeles 
oxviiig to local anti-foreign sentiments 
is one example. Granted that this inci¬ 
dent IS sporadii in nature and does not 
affett the overall trade between the U.S. 
and fayan, but Ihe point is not of inci¬ 
dents but of the prex'ailing mood in the 
Western xvorld. 

Some Asian countries like fapan, S. 
Korea and Fanvan have shoxvii that 
they can do ex>en better than the West. 

The result is that their are fewer "Made 
III U.S.A."inoducts in .Imerixa now 
than ex'er before. What does the West do 
ill such a situation? I bey loiiie up xvith 
bright themes like the Stria tiiral Adjust¬ 
ment Initiatix'e to coivi up their protec¬ 
tionist intentions. Liiropean countries 
are x’en/ close to forming a tiadiiig bloc 
with the signing of the Maastrich 
Treaty. 

One of the most important parts of 
the treaty is the Monetary Union xvhiili 
xoill soon become a reality. So xvhy is 
the West opposed to the third World 
and ASEAN blots? Self-interest of 
course; xvhal else? 

;slidloiig Brv.in I vngdoh 

AOS. QUESTION 

I read your letter on the ads. ques¬ 
tion (Febrtiaiy '92 issue). As a render of 
CM, I fully appreciate your position in 
this regard. A.s you have rightly pointed 
out, even a slight increase in the cost of 
the magazine has major repercussions 
on the readers. 

I can honestly say that you are 
choosing the right type of ads. These 
ads. are informatwe and productive as 
far as careers are concerned. Through 
this h/pe of ads, the qualitif of the 
magazine is in no way affected. 

In my opinion, the "Competition 
Master" is a good and useful magazine. 
Bolmigir . Debadatt.T I’anigrahi 

All the topics covered in your 
magazine are very informative and use¬ 
ful for students. 

The xvrile-mi "The will to succeed" 
in Personality Test is very useful to stu¬ 
dents. Candidate;^ xvho xvant to succeed 
ill life are eager to get guidelines. So this 
feature is a boon to all of them, 

AHahttbad Abdul Qadir Jaferi 





EDITORIAL 


Retrenchment by Another Name 


D uring the past feiv months the Government of 
India's spokesmen have stressed the urgency of ef¬ 
fecting a reduction in the total strength of the official es¬ 
tablishment, including senior employees at various 
leivls. The staff cut talked about is 10 to 20 per cent. The 
atm IS to effect economy dictated by tlw resources crunch 
and the worsening financial crisis. But care is reportedly 
being taken to see that there is no "retrenchment" ns 
‘^uch. 

On March 3 the Union Finance Minister, Dr Man- 
mohan Singh, stated in the Rajya Sabha that the 
Government has no plans to retrench any of its 
employees, though surplus employees would be 
redeployed. "No retrendniicnt is being undertaken", the 
Finance Minister asserted. The Government, it is under¬ 
stood, IS making eivry effort to cut out wasteful 
expenditure, particularly regarding travel and 
telephones. 

As regards the staff, if some people atv found 
'surplus, they will be deployed elserohere. "We ivill do it 
III such a manner that it does not cause needless suffer¬ 
ing." Some saving xvill be made by abolishing 450 posts 
III the Department of Industries and the Directorate- 
General of Technical Development. A reduction of 20 per 
cent in the travelling allowance budget would save about 
Rs 25 crore annually. Many temporary employees will 
indeed be retrenched. There would be ffeility of redeploy¬ 
ment for those who have completed three years service. 
They will be absorbed in future vacancies. The assump¬ 
tion is that there are hundreds of superfluous people in 
government offices without whose services work can be 
carried on. V^y are superfluous staff recruited, one 
might ask? India's bureaucracy is undeniably bloated; 
the responsibility should be fi^ for the xvaste of money 
and time. 

A report published in a leading newspaper on March 
6 disclosed that the UPSC is reassessing the strength of 
various Central services iniceeping tu/rti the 
Government's endeavour to prune posts for reducing ex¬ 
penditure. The Prime Minister had recently announced 


that there xooiild be a gradual 10 per cent reduction in 
the posts in the government without dislocating the life 
of civil semants. Some posts of Secretaries and Addition¬ 
al Secretaries have already been retrenched. A few 
officials have been given additional charge of the work 
which was N'ing done by the retired officers. The accent 
is stated to be on reducing the strength of government 
posts over a period of time. 

It is all too af^rparent that in the coming years there 
loould he fewer opportunities in the civil services for, 
aspiring youth. Whcneivr there are some vacancies in 
certain departments, the first priority for appointments 
uwuld be given to those who have been retrenched on one 
pretext or another. It would he wrong to say that there 
umild be no neiu opportunities at all, but the fresh 
recruitment would certainly be less than normal. 

This policy of partially streamlining the administra¬ 
tion and removing the "fit” would result in financial 
savings. But retrenchment is retrenchment; there is no 
point in giving it other names. We hope the decisions in 
this regard would he implemented without fiivouritism 
and nepotism which, unffrtunately, are quite common in 
this country. Wasteful expenditure should be avoided 
wherever it is found; after all, the national interests must 
be supreme. But uv earnestly Iwpe that all hardship 
would be avoided and that the Government would con¬ 
sider the question on merit and not fall a victim of vested 
interests. 

Besides, employment opportunities must be provided 
to all retrenched hands by promoting the economic 
development process in backward areas. The Prime Mini¬ 
ster has said that there would be ample opportunities for 
self-employment. For thb purpose adequate financial 
and other resources would be required. It is to he hoped 
that the administration would give the highest priority 
to the problem of providing jobs for young men and 
xvomen. If this is not done, there would Ik considerable 
frustration and the pattern of life ivoutd be dislocated to 
a disconcerting extent. 
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Commission for Women: Vital 
Talks Ahead 


I he uewh/ s( I till Ndtioiiiil Coniiiu-. 
•^1011 foi Wonitii lo Lii-^tin 

inpnl improoiiiiiiil in tin s/k/hs niui 
of tt'onuii //ii-/t)///(A/( (( (//iso/ 
f)iobleiit'< lls ((i;//;)()s///()// //(Is iilniiilif 
hcionie n 'tibinl of (O/il/oi t/si/ A 
pioiuiihnl Idhlii of aonicii'^ ot'^iini^ii 
hoii'> hii'^ lit'■a ilk tl llu lIioili of tin 
Coinini'^'-ion im iiibt / s //s h n ibly tli^np 
IHniilnn^ Wluihoill be llu nctotihonw 

of Hus t Mil 1st ^ 

A h'w VMrks cigo, tho (iinein/iioiit 
ot Indi.i formed a Commission 
for Women under the Natuinal C om 
mission for Women Act, IWO, and 
also appointi'd a Commissioner to 
promote the same oh)ei tives The Ac t 
was passed nemly two decades attei 
women had raised the demand tor 
the creation of a statutory body to 
monitor the implementation of legis¬ 
lation concerning women and to 
tighten laws lo remo\ e all loopholes 
in them 

1 he problems faced by w omen in 
India are so vast and varied that the 
National Commission foi Women 
has* a most challenging task ahead, 
according to Mrs layanti Patnaik, a 
veteran who fought for women's 
rights almost all her life Her work as 
head of the new Commission, she 
said on February 10, 1992, would be 
part of the effort to ensure women 
their rights 

The struggle loi women's rights 
IS almost worldwide 7 he United Na¬ 
tions designated 1975 as "Interna¬ 
tional Women s Year" in order to 
focus attention on the advancement 
of women all the world ov er The spe¬ 
cial themes for the year were 
Equality, Development and Peace 
The ofhcial UN emblem for the 
Women's Year was a stylised dove, 
the biological symbol for women, 
together with the mathematical sign 
tor equality 


Fxplaining the significance ot the 
!nleination*il Year, the UN called 
upon member States to step up 
measuies to piomote eciuality to cm 
sine full mtegiation ot women in the 
total development effort especially 
by emphasising women s lespon- 
sibilitv and importanl lole in 
economic, social and ciiltuial 
development, and to recognise 
women's incrcMsmg confribulion to 
the strengthening ot world peace 
I he UN Social and Huinanitaiian 
C ommitteo unanimously adopted on 
IVeember 7, 1975, a resolution tor 
proclaiming the dcKade l‘)7b-1985 as 
UN Dc\ adc' tor Women to be devotc'd 
to the 'World Plan for Action to en¬ 
sure women's equality m hk letv 

In theory, women in India have 
several legal, including constitution¬ 
al rights, but only a section of them 
are fully aware and enthusiastic 
about exercising these rights Under¬ 
lining the average Indian woman s 
awaieness ot the rights she is often 
denied, the Committee on the Status 
of Indian Women declared that it was 
up to the Government of India to en¬ 
sure implementation of the constitu¬ 
tional rights and called for a national 
policv for the development of this 
wastexJ asset of 290 million citi/ens 
(this number is much larger now) 

Hindrance to Development: 
Stressing the national implications of 
women's uplift, the then Chairman of 
the Committee stated that the back¬ 
wardness of women was a serious 
impediment to development The fu¬ 
ture of the family would also be jeop¬ 
ardised if the gap between men's and 
women's advancement continually 
widened Equal nghts for men and 
women were enshrined in the Con¬ 
stitution, but for the most part Indian 
society has been ignoring this fact 
The notable exception is the en¬ 
lightened section of the urban social 


stnii ture in general 

Due notice has to be taken ot the 
tact that there art' a soric** ot laws on 
the statute book to protect and 
piomote the rights ol women, but the 
implementation is pcKii The result is 
that the plight ot women in large 
jiai ts of the couiiti v iemains pathetic 
One of the piiority tasks of the new 
Commission tor Women is to ensure 
imph'mentation of the existing laws 
concerning women While laws to 
deal with scxial evils such as dowry, 
' 5ati" and indecent portraval ot 
women in the media (especially in 
newspapeis, maga/ines and even 
censcireci films) exist, very often these 
laws are not implemented 

A detailed scrutiny has con¬ 
firmed the widespread and well- 
founded impression that the laws to 
tackle the evils of dowry, "Sati" im 
moral traffic, etc, are ineffective 
Nobody has claimed that these laws 
are having the desired result lo giv'e 
teeth to these laws, the Union 
Government intends to amend them 
The proposed amendments to the 
Dowry Prohibition Act and some 
other Acts have been finalised and 
the necessary Bills for amending 
these laws are expected to be intro¬ 
duced in Parliament during the cur¬ 
rent Budget session The Immoral 
Traffic (Prevention) Act and the In 
decent Representation (Prohibition) 
Act are being examined and attempts 
are being made to plug the loopholes 
so as to ensure that the basic aims are 
achieved 

It has been found after a 
thorough study of these laws, and of 
the few cases filed under them in the 
courts, that the punishment 
prescribed is not severe enough The 
basic lacunae in these laws are to be 
removed A multi-pronged pro¬ 
gramme has also been launched to 
tackle the increasing problem of ex- 
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ploitation of adolescent girls, they 
will be trained tor suitable employ¬ 
ment 

Discriminatory Practices: I here 
IS no doubt that lile for most women 
in India and other developing 
lounliies IS tough Female thildren, 
ai cording to a I IN Report on Human 
Development, gel less food, less 
iiealth care, less edutation, less 
protessional tiaming and less pav 
even when they work for longer 
houis than mi'ii in tait, theie is dis- 
I Minmation against women inalmost 
all ateas ot actwity Fheie is also ex 
ploitation at eveiv step 

‘sime the attainment of inde 
pendeme m 1^)17, sexerai laws have 
been passed to check the disciimina 
turn .md improve the condition of 
w(line'll \mong the-.c laws ate the 
icjinl Ki'miineration Act and the 
Vlimmuin Wages Act Ihcic are also 
the Indian Pc-nal C ode provisions 
ae,ainst inuidei attempted imiiihi 
and abetment in suicide 1 ven these 
legal prov isicms have not bevn v'eiv 
etteitive Women aie still bi'ing as 
saulled in uiban as well as mral 
aieas Dowry deaths are on the in 
c lease in cities such as IX'lhi, ciespite 
ill the high scHind mg assurances that 
ettective steps would be taken by the 
( 10 X 01 ninent to check the menace 
1 emale inlantuide also continues in 
c('Itain aieas, notably U 1’ and Bihar 
Ivon the highly obnoxious piactice 
ot Sati has licit been totally 
eliminated (cases do occut in back- 
waid States such as Rajasthan) 

llaiijan women, in particular, 
still suffer frcim indignities Fheie is 
often consideiable humiliation in 
home's Scltish people take maximum ^ 
advantage of women's hclplessnc'ss 
Vlost of the time w'omen cio not raise 
lovid piolc'sts and suffer silently 

Injustice in political arena: It is 
a pity that even political parties, evei 
seeking votes, deny women justice 
and ec]ual treatment We fine! v'ery | 
few women in Parliament and in the 
State Assemblies, the number of 
women in the legislatures is totally ' 
disproportionate to their strength in 
the country's pipulation Therefore, 
several women's organisations ap- , 
pealed to various political parties 
contesting the last general election j 
held in June 1991 m a bid to ensure ' 


that women are given proper repre¬ 
sentation and women's issues arc ac¬ 
corded ddec]uate altc'ntion The effort 
proved largely tmitless 

Ihe charter ot demands jointly 
I prepared by Action India, Ankur, 
jagori. Joint Women's Programme 
' Kali tor Women, Saheli, Shakti 
I Shalini and othc'i women's cirgamsa- 
lioiis inged the political paitics to 
u'serve 'll) per cent of the seats tor 
women m every ek'ction and m the 
decision making bodies Fhe Nation 
al Commission on Women, the 
charter said, should be made tunc 
tinnal within six months ot the elec¬ 
tions and similai structures should he 
c leated at the Stale lev el 

It was also suggested that funds 
for development of womc'n should be 
eaimarked in all sectors and the 
Depaitment ot Women should be 
made indej.it'iiclent C ells should be 
sc't up in every' department ot the 
Ciovetnmenl as well as the Planning 
Commission to ensure that funds al¬ 
located foi women are properly 
utilised I hc-sc' cells should be- made 
accountable' to the National Commis¬ 
sion on Women The numbei ot 
women elected to Parliament over 
the years tc'lls Ihe story elfcx.liyely 
prx2 elections-22, WS7—27, 1962 - 
H, 1967—'ll, 1971 22, 1977—16, 

1960 -26, 1984—42, 1989 -27 The 
nunibc'i of women put up as can¬ 
didate's was totally madeejuate 1 ven 
111 the IWl poll ih e same story w as 
repeated I he lessons ot history have 
been repeatcxlly ignored and the m 
difference tcnvaids women's repre 
senlation persists 

Women comcitute betwi'i'n 4'i to 
'iO per cent of the country's total elec 
toiale In some case's, in both Par- 
liamentiiry'and Assembly (cmstituenc us, 
women I'lec tors outnumber men I he 
tollow'ing figure's are ciuite n'v'ealing 
111 1980 tlieie were I8s,210,^l‘i men, 

170,'180,386 women in a total elec¬ 
torate of 3')'i,s90,7lX), in 1981 there 
were 196,730,499 men and 
182,810,109 women in a total of 
379,340,608 In 1989 there were 
262,045,142 men and 236,861,287 
women m a total of 498,906,429 I he 
number of women conte'stants was 
also low 1980—151 (only 28 elc'cled) 

In 1984 the contestants were 161 
women and 42 were elected In 1989, I 
198 women candidates contested and 


I only 27 weie electc'd 

Remedies: Political parlies 
I should be persuaded to set up mom 
women candidates strong public 
opinion should be built up in this 
regard, since men will not agiee to a 
cut in their ow'n share, women 
I should organise themselves more ct- 
fectivelv to pursue their case*, dedi¬ 
cated yvomen possessing the 
rc'c]uisile enthusiasm should become 
more active instead of spending most 
of their spaie hme in draw ing-rcxams 
and in idle talk 

ll is mdeexi a pity that all the com¬ 
mitments made to w’omen mgarding 
the 11 rights and lepresentation in the 
I’arliamc'iit, State legislature's and in 
municipal bodies are forgotten by 
politicians yvhen they assume power 
A couple ot vi'ars ago a firm commit¬ 
ment yvas made by the then Prime 
Ministc'i that there would be at least 
3(1 pel cent seals for women in 
various local luiclic's at all levels and 
in the' legislatures In v'ery tew cases 
has this bevn done tmpow’eimcnt of 
women at all levels to participate ef- 
fcxtively in the political procc'ss is 
necessary in order to create an 
cijualitanan scKiety in India 

Another dismal aspc'ct ot the 
situation is the increase in crime 
against women even in the country's 
capital—Delhi Against 159 cases of 
molestation, 161 rape's, 33(i cast's of 
ciueltv by husbands and 109 by in¬ 
laws and 109 dowry deaths in 1989, 
there w'ere 176 molestations, 179 
rape's, 341 in-law casualties and 116 
dowry deaths in 1990 These figures 
arc almost ceitainlv under-estimate's 
because of the social stigma attached 
to siK h outrages and the const*quent 
lelui taut to leport cast's to the police. 
With criminal gangs roaming the 
stieets and dark corners, often with 
political support, crime against 
women in male-dominated society is 
inevitable 

In Western countries, c'spcxiallv in 
the USA, also CTune has been on the 
inciease On currentshowing, rapid im¬ 
provement in the position and status ot 
w omen is unlikely even after fhe new' 
Commission starts functioning activ ely 

The basic problem is of attitudes 
and of general teelmg The sense ot 
supenemtv of the male has to be dis- 
caided. I here should be a total 
revolution in thinking in this sphere 
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TsPROVEMENT COUHSf ^ 

1 INTELLIGENCE AND rtEA- Rs 100 
SONING IMPROVEMENT COURSE 

(Foi FiANK F> O MBA L I C 
O I C A A O oU Exams } 

Icqicai Rei^nrj Data into Manage 

ment Aplrtud'' and Verbal & Non Voibat 1» tf»llK)enr<* 

2 ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT R8 60 

COURSE 

bovi rs I I 111 rii tngl sh Cir I r fT d C (mmon 
f-ffop- Compreho i* wn and Word l*owef 

3 GENERAL SCIENCE IMPROVEMENT 

COURSE RS 60 

Stijriy Mali i <il I i y a s ciiemistry L if« Sr ur< 
Spare Srenr#* N Inar Si onre & Compuler 
Si emc t-VPfyMy ■* pnte Bisic Cor ucpta 
S N m n Ou / & H |f (vi Quo lions 

4 MATHEMATICS IMPROVEMENT 

COURSE Rs 50 

(For N DA snd c O S Exams) 

Arthrnptc Mensuration Algebra Ceomelry 
TriyonometrYand Statistics Hints Solved Examples 
A Fxerc se* 

5 OBJECTIVE MODEL PAPERS R« 50 

(F VC Sets ForNDA CDS MBA ate) 
Model Papers based on Previc us Years Papers on 
f ngltsh G K Current Affairs A Mathematics 

BASIC BOOKS ren AL L E-XAMS 

1 Probable (Lataat) Easaya Ra 40 

2 Pracia Writing Ra 20 

3 Paragraph Writing Ra 20 

4 Latter Writing Ra 25 

5 Objective Engilah Ra 25 

6 Advanced General Engilah Ra 30 

7 Teal of Raaaonlna/Logical Ra 30 I 


1 Probable (Lataat) Eaaaya Ra 40 

2 Pracia Writing Ra 20 

3 Paragraph Writing Ra 20 

4 Latter Writing Ra 25 

5 Objective Engilah Ra 25 

6 Advanced General Engilah Ra 30 

7 Teat of Raaaoning/Logical Ra 30 

Raaaoning 

8 Intalliganca & Raaaoning Ra 20 
Testa 

9 Mental Ability Testa Ra 25 

10 Numerical Ability - A Capsule Rs 20 

11 Objective Arithmetic Rs 20 

12 Everyday Science Rs 20 

13 ComprahanalvaQenaral Ra 30 

Sclanca 

14 Ganaral Mental Ability Ra 35 

(Including Verbal Non Verbal S 

Basic Mathematical Ability) 

15 Indian Economy - A Study Rs 30 

16 The Constitution of India Ra 40 

17 History of India Including Indian 

National Movement Rs 35 

18 Geography - World & India Ra SO 

19 General Knew ledge Digest Ra 90 

(Comprehensive Coverage of all Facets of 
General Knowledge S Current Affairs 

A ready reckoner for Competitive Exams ) 


LATEST K!TS 

1 RESERVE BANK OF INDIA Rs 25C 
OFFICERS GRADE A EXAM KIT 

Comprehensive Coverage of all Subjects 
Viz Rpasoninij (Logical Verbal & Non Ver 
bat) Quantitative Aptitude English Lan 
guage Essays Precis Writing 
Comprehension General Studios including 
Currant Affairs Cc onomic <S Soci it 
Problems of India & The World 

2 S S C INVESTIGATORS Rs 250 

EXAM KIT 

Adegu tie Study Malarial (As aid lor undei 
stind ng) and objective Questions on Gen 
Awareness Intelligence Reasoning & 

English w th Mathern dies Economics | while 
ordering speuty Mathematics or Economics) 

3 NOA KIT Rs 150 

4 CDS KIT Rs 150 I 

N DA Kit and CDS Kit contain Model 
Papers based on PREVIOUS YEARS 
PAPERS on 

English G K Current Affairs & Mathe 
malic s English Language General 
Knowledge Sciences Humanities Mattie 
malics Ar ihmehc Mensuration Algebn 
Geometry Trigonometry and Statistic s 

5 MBA KIT Rs 150 

(For Admission tests of Institutes Umver 
sities) 

6 BANKPO KIT Rs 150 

I For SBI Associate Banks ol SBI and other 
Nationalised Banks PO Exam) 

7 S S C DIV ACCOUNTANTS Rs 150 

AUDITORS EXAM KIT 

8 S S C Income Tax/Excise RsiSO 

Inspectors Exam 

9 SSC Assistants Grade Exam Rs 150 

1 HOTEL MANAGEMENT Rs 100 

(ADMISSION) EXAM 

2 INDIAN FOREST SERVICE Rs 75 

EXAM (English GK 8 Current Alfa rs) 

3 SANK RECRUITMENT TESTS Rs 40 

(For Clerks Typists Etc ) 

4 RAILWAY RECRUITMENT TESTS Rs SO 

(For ASMS Clerks etc) 

5 S S C SI Police Exam Rs 75 

(Delhi Police CPO etc) 

CURRENT AFFAIRS ~ 
_Inform a 1992 rs 40 

Presents the Latest National 8 International 
Scene Indepth study of Socto Economic 
Political 8 ^lentific Developments 
Proper Background provided Persons & 

Places in news Honours 8 Awards Sports 
Round up Diary of Events Coverage upto 


LA-S. 1 992 

Civil Services Preliminary Exam 

1. GENERAL STUDIES Rs.250 

KIT In one volume 1800 Page* I 

* Authentic A Exheuelive Study Melerial 

* Over 7000 Objective Queetlone 

* Over SOO Short Anewer Ouestione 

The Q S Kit eontetne the foHowfng eeettbnr 
(A) Previoue Yeare Papere 1979 1991 (B) 
General Sclanca (C) Hialory of India (0) Nation 
al Movemant (E) Qaography (F) Indian Polity 
(Q) Indian Economy (H) General Ability (I) G K 
Miscallanaoua (JJ Latest Currant Affaira 
*Latssl Economic Scene *Ceneua - 1991 

2 REFRESHER COURSE Rs 125 

IN GENERAL STUDIES 

3 GENERAL STUDIES Rs 50 

Sotved Papers (1979 1991) 

4 SCHEME & SYLLABUS Rs. 25 

(1992) FOR CIVIL SERVICES 
EXAM 

COMPLETE COURSE SERIES 

Contains Exhaustive Study Material 
Objective Questions and Specimen 
Papers based on Previous Years Papers 

1 PHYSICS Rs 100 

2 CHEMISTRY Rs 100 

3 BOTANY Rs 90 

4 ZOOLOGY Rs 100 

5 MATHEMATICS Rs 90 

6 INDIAN HISTORY Rs 120 

7 POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs 120 

8 SOCIOLOGY Rs 90 

9 PSYCHOLOGY Rs 90 

10 LAW Rs 100 

11 ECONOMICS Rs 120 

TEN MODEL PAPERS 

(12(X} Objective Questions) 

Each Model Paper has 120 Questions as per the 
actual pattern of examination Questions from 
Previous Years Papers included 

1 BOTANY Rs. 40 

2 ZOOLOGY Rs 40 

3.SOCIOLOQY Rs 40 

4 HISTORY Rs 40 

5 POL SCIENCE Rs 40 

6.PUBUC ADMN Rs 40 

7 LAW Rs 40 


Rs 100 
Rs 120 


8. ECONOMICS 

9. COMMERCE 
10.PHILOSOPHY 


Rs.40 
Rs 40 
Rs 40 
Rs 40 
Rs 40 
Rs 40 
Rs 40 
Rs 40 
Rs.40 
Rs.40 
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Use IVlore iVlind Power 

for Sure Success in Competitions 

Scientists say most peopfe: use only 10% 




■m- 


: remains unused. 


If you can learn to use more of^our mind power, then you can achieve more success than you 
are achieving now. Yes, even if you are a topper, this is true for you. 

By usiiw more mind power, you can read more in less time. You can remember more in less 
time. So, you can study more efficiently than 99% of the students. 

So your success in competitions will greatly increase: IAS, PMT, PET, Board Exams, PO, 
Bank, UPSw, SSC etc. 


My name is Raj Bapna i want to tell you how to use 
more ofyour mino power for sure success m competi¬ 
tions. This information is taken from my sumtismify 
poweiful 224-page new hook "Raj Bapna’s Mind Fbwer 
Study Techniques" 

Sncrof of Toppoys 

Tbppers are not 2 limes smarter than other students. 
Or, they do not study 2 times more than other students. 
There are only 24 hours in a day. So. it is not possible to 
study for many more hours than other students do. 
Knowingly or unknowingly, toppers use more of iheir 
mind power to study. And this is the secret of getting top 
position in competitions 

howi tci ii’ifiovi Vc'iii Mriirtpi V Oijlckiy 

Of many easy techniques to improve your memory in 
my book. I oneny explain two techniques below: 

1. Without revision, we forgeT 82% in 24 hours. We 
remember only 18% after 24 hours. 

It clearly snows that you must revise I teach you my 
techniques called "Systematic Revision" and "Daily 
Routine* which are based on scientiiic research. 

You will also learn to read faster and to lake 
memorable notes. So, you will revise faster and remem¬ 
ber more in less time 

2. Scientific research tells us that we should not study 
continuously for long iimc But, for better memory, we 
should take rcslAireak I teach you my technique called 
"Break Routine" to gel the maximum benefit from the 
breaks. This technique lelaxes you, chasiges your brain 
waves, and puts you in a "learning state". 

From today, for better inemoiy, you should revise 
more often, and also take rest/break when you study. 

riu/tet 11 -' It' "ri Sti 1 y Mo-p> III { css Tlmn 

Many of us read only lOO words per minute. The book 
will leach you the “finger technique" which will prove to 
you in 30 minutes that you can double your readingspeed. 
By reading faster, you will be able to revise more in lest 
time. So. you will remember more in less time. 

Vil’.jt Hoscfr*. fjoy (il/Oiit th« Book 
•This book is lucid, simple, powerful._ can be usefully 
adopted by a wide section of the society.' 

-fn>f/JN0fwih, PyDifeeie^Mt^lnsltf1mdS€tenee,fUmi 

•'It waa very beneficial for iny IAS exam.* 

- Ji^jRikant DUahH, Gor^dipitr(ltg^hadkaM} 


r(U9^fmauh}\ 


cally also •- it shows that there is no mental limitation. 
Sure this is an ideal book for students A professionals' 
-DrBL Dahl, UBBS, MS, BNTMaekaTCiS^ UMpar 

•'I am veiy grateful to your suiprisingty effective book. 
Even my teacher was surprised seeing my high marks. 
I owe my auccess to God and to you.* 

^BaURanukmhiuuefhdmttlm XII, Bombay 

•T have no words to thank your book — made things so 
simple that I can not belike. I improved my reading 
speed from 80 words to 300 words per minute in just 
twodays. Mind maps and Sri Yantra surely very uieAd 
and effective My heartfelt thanks.* 

-AshokI&M oAom, xtadmBSeU, tbm fUPJ 

•'Rcallx this book Is a bible for cvciybo^* 

-MobmlrSli^auamkiStDaBil 

•Thchmques are simple, fast, md ean. Unbelievably, 
I improved my reading speed bom 75 to W worda per 
minute. My son (class 4) improved his memoiy. He 
also iinproved his reading speed from 45 to lOQ?* _ 
-KofMBbooupoiPiSilSiiibikfyalMefO'molylnlOA 

•Helped me b'ke a boon. Fliu day, I improved my 
readwg efficient from 100 to 210 words per mliaite,' 

- Sibmb Oiomta Saban eiCit 0«>e (BBrnr) 

•Mfonr book it really a nlracie.' 

Bemadl K Cbalabkam (KoeMI 

a“Vety umAiI to me. Thank too very mod!.* 

-Jaoambm X^Sekya hifcaniw fWtmQ 

•*1 tacreaaed reading aiiced llroni 170 to 375.' 

Swa«i»ier Smm rMTaSSkBrnru (Hembal ftaSsStJ 

Can Yisu Anawar Ttiaaa Quaationa? 

• What type of eoocUiig ti bam Ibr yon: personal. 


class-room, or correspondence? • Is it better to study 
early in the nuirning or late in the idght? • Which vitamins 
can tielpyour brain function better and improve your 107 
The booK will aruwer such questions. 

13 Poworfii! Ch.jptera lit tho Book 

1. Lcara IWo Mind Power Stedy TbdinlqBes la Oae 
Hour-And Quickly ImproveKborSladyEincleBcyeThe 
frnger technique to improve your reading speed quickly; 
proof that you are capable of achieving much mare than 
what others have told you • The Daily Routine: your 
guide to super success 

2. Exam Secrets for Getting More Marks e Do not eat 
just before an exam • How do examiners correct answer 
papers, and how to use this knowledge loger more marks 

• For two npes of questions, you can even fool the 
examiner • Would you like to try mega-viuinins to boost 
your intelligenee temporanly during exam-days • 4 more 
topics 

3. Read Fhsier and Uaderslaad Belter e Under¬ 
standing and taking care of your eyes • Experience your 
mind power as a magnet a Expanding your peripheral 
vision • 2 more topics 

4. How to Improve Your Meawiy in a Sarprislagly 
Ea^Way e Systematic Revision and Daily Routine: the 
easiest and motr powerful rnemory techniques • 4 more 
lopia 

9. Interview Ibchniqucs br ScIMbBlMcacc and Sac- 
cess • Interviews, group discussions, and public speaking 
a How to develop confidence •2moret«>iGS 

6. Some Ibeaniqucs for Impravlag Meauiyc Coa- 
ceatratioB, and laielligeacc • ikke these viiamira to 
improve the functioning, ofyour brain and your body • 
How to sleep well • MpSa-Bicathing fbr relaxation: 
simplified pranayama ana imagination • Meditatkm; an 
anaeni technique for more brain power • Use Sri Yantra 
for developing your mind power o increase your iniel- 
ligence by Image Streaming • 3 more topics 

7. How to Use Your Time la the Classroom for Saectea 

• How to gel more marks in practical, internal, or 
laboratory exams, without any extra work? • How to 
benefit from your classmates' hard woril; • 6 more topics 

I. Mind Maps: A New Sdealiflc Way te 
Memorable Notes • Key concepts and key words: the 
veiy nature of memw recall a Memoiy key wonts and 
creative key words • The best way to take notes edmore 
topics 

9. Program \hurself for Success by Using the Power 



•Spent S1300 (about Rs 3(1000) on two seminars in 
USA to learn a new science of success proiramming 
called NLR Was a member ^ the Sodety for Ac* 
celeraied Learning ATeaching, USA 
•B E from BITS Klant. M Thai from OT Kharagpur. 
• Prestigious NTS scholar. Rank 5 in Hi^ Schoonigj 
board (9S% in Physics, Math, (^bemistiy). 

•Learnt TM of Mthesh Yogi, No-mind mediiathM of 
Osho, Hi-tech meditation at Brother Charlct, Ottm- 
puter mediution. 

•Fluent in English, Hindi, and Mewari. Abo Icanit 
some Sansknt, French, Bengali, and ThmlL 


Expanding your peripheral Areyoo 100% suit you umbrsond fully that you aeuw 

.. ... . *fre book now if you are realfy serious about siteceaa. 

ifoir^oSi^ ^ 

emory techniques • 4 more j gjg Should NOtIt 


yourself for success while watdiing Tv or blms • Using 
music and relaxation for mind promamming • Changing 
beliefr knd habits by using NLP *4 more topics 

10. Advaaced Memoiy TediBiqDts (o Rnacmbcr Long 
Seqaeaeos, Spellings, and Camplicaled Things e The 
number-sh^ie technique • The secrets of memory lecfa- 
niques oHow torememberspeOingt •Howto enrich your 
vocabulary • 2 more topics 

11. Sonw MMor Mistakes la Exam-Oays sad How to 
Avoid Them • 3 topics 

12. New Research in Brain Sdtac* Shows that Xbu an 
Mora (bpaMc Than VHiTUak • Superlearning oMind 
machines and computer meditation *3 more tmics 

13.32 ImporUal Questioas and Aaswers a 32 topics 

fha Book Is Not 

The Imk eon not make you a supemum. Similarly, it 


So, your success In competitions will greatly increase. 
Easy to Road and Benofll 
Thb book is easy to read. Sixty one diagraim will help 
you imdeiatand it and hendif Atm it easily. Oonotworry 
even ifyou are weak in Ei^bh. 

Thniuodi and thousands of readers from every 
eorner of Indb are already benefiltlM from thb powerful 
new book. Ibu will also surely bends. 

Why is Success So Difficult In India? 
Tbday, more than ever before, the competitions are 
very veiy tou|^ Thera are upto 200 or more candidates 
for every sin^ seat. So aduevingsueceab newer eaqr 


monih^ look the coaching, it war vety good. My rank 
was 11(12. I did not get admission to Clectroaics En- 
gineering in HT So I Joined BITS Pilani. 

I lost a big chance because 1 was late in my deebioo. 
You should not loose any chance. Get the book now Kai 
will/iwf good knowing that you ore mokiflf one of the heN 
investments for belter educalibn/job/career. 

Imagine the day when you ga success. Your friendl 
and rebtives come to your house to congratubte yon. 
You feel pride of your achievement. And be sure of a 
blight future. That day, you will realty thank me. 

31 DAy MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
Some of you may still be doubtful. But, I am 100% 
sure that you will benefit maiely. So I give you tl^ 
guarantee; Just use the book. If you are not folly 100% 
satisfied, send the book in 31 days in its original eondilion 
and we will send your money back, (minus stamps, han¬ 
dling). No questions asked. 

Not AusitaUlq in .Any Bookanop 
You can get this book only from us by post It ta not 
available in any bookshop because they do not giro 
nKmejrJbady^wMtro^__ 

f Now frit Only««95, I 

I Sava RctyT pj-e. Gift:' Froo Po 8 t» 9 «l(! I 
j The price of the book b about Rs 400 in USA j 
I England, Cbnada and Australia. But in India, Nepal, ■ 

I and Bhutan, it is much less: only Rs 135. The book has | 

I just been published, so we are now offering you a i 
dtaeMal prica of Rs 9S only, 
j You can order the book in one of the two wtm { 
1(1) Send Rs 95. The postage a also FREE. So total I 
I cost to you is Rs SIS only. OR I 

j (2) For VFR send Rs 30 as advance. Postage b Rs 10. 

I So, pay7S to postman when you get the book. ! 

j For vlT’, total cost to you bRs IQS. ] 

I Wk will also send you a beautiful color poster of 5MI 
I Yatlra as our Free gift. Sri Yantra b a 5000-year old | 

I symbol. You, like yogis, can use it to improve your j 
I concentration. ! 


lof everyjangieieBL aoaciucvingsueceabneweriplease abo write your address in "Space for com-i 
inliidia.'nMOiiIyiiivottaniquestiaiisKWiUjouteibe munication* at the bottom of the MO form. I 

fodly one Mget success? '- Teffhfi^/BimSdTIm^Tlamnm.'Tm 



_ _ 'ilquickfylot 1 

Director, Miad Piiwcr Researen lasulato i 
M-4 Mind Power Chambers, HJM. Sector 4 | 
Udaipur (Rei) 313081 
Please write your mil address with I 
neatly in Engibb CAPITAL letters. For MO, | 
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Restructuring the U.N. 


The need to t hiniif;e the stmclnre of 
the United Nations is noio hetn^ wideh/ 
rcco;fntsed Several su^i^e^tioiis have 
been made in this les^ard The conipost- 
tion and powers of the S’ci iinh/ Council, 
in particiilai, have been under ciitical 
examtiiahon A strong ease has been 
made out fot iinlusion of India and 
Japan in the Semrity Council. What are 
the prospei ts ol the envisiaed reforms in 
the world orf’anisatioiC 

T HERL is a sharp difference of 
opinion on the question whether 
the U.N. ha.s truly and adequately 
fulfilled Its aims and objects of main¬ 
taining peace and preventing wars. 
At the first summit of the Security 
Council held in New York on January 
31, 1992, several world leaders reaf¬ 
firmed their commitment to collec¬ 
tive security to deal with the threats 
to peace and to reverse acts of aggres¬ 
sion. They pledged to strengthen the 
U.N. role in disarmament, arms con¬ 
trol and non-proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. They 
undertook to avoid excessive and 
destabilising accumulations and 
transfer of arms, and to resolve 
peacefully any problems threatening 
or disrupting the maintenance of 
regional and global security. 

The basic purpose of convening 
the summit, as explained by the 
British Prime Minister, Mr John 
Major, who had sponsored the sum¬ 
mit was to set the post-Cold War 
agenda for the U.N. So they asked the 
Secretary-General, Mr Boutros Ghali, 
to submit by July 1 this year his 
analysis and recommendations on 
ways of strengthening the capacity of 
the world body for preventive 
diplomacy, for peace-making and 
peace-keeping. A declaration read 
out by the British Prime Minister at 
the end of the summit expressed the 
commitment of the members to take 
concrete steps to enhance the effec¬ 
tiveness of the UN in the fields of 


disarmament, arms control and non¬ 
proliferation. 

The summit declaration seems 
unexceptionable but such is the ex¬ 
tent of mutual suspicions and the 
resultant tensions that it took several 
days tor the leaders and their aides to 
hammer out the declaration. Even 
then, several members conceded that 
the declaration does not reflect hill 
consensus. India too had her reserva¬ 
tions. Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao clearly stated that 
"the declaration docs not reflect one 
or two of India's crucial concerns". 
Even so, the document was impor¬ 
tant and It certainly needs to be fol¬ 
lowed up by moie specific 
commitments and actions The world 
has had far too many generalisations 
and high-sounding pronouncements 
and too few concrete steps. 

The declaration did not touch on 
the suggestions to reform the world 
body and improvement of its finan¬ 
cial position. Moreover, it needs to be 
noted that the absence of military 
conflicts among the States does not 
by itself ensure international security. 
The non-military sources of in¬ 
stability in the economic, social, 
humanitarian and ecological fields 
have become threats to peace and 
security, the declaration said, and 
urged that the highest priority be 
given to this aspect. Since the 
proliferation of all weapons of mass 
destruction constitutes a threat to in¬ 
ternational peace and security, the 
declaration commits the members to 
work towards preventing the spread 
of technology related to research or 
production of such weapons. 

U.N. Renaissance: In his annual 
report to the General Assembly, the 
former Secretary-General, Mr Perez 
de Cuellar, spoke of the renaissance 
of the United Nations. The end of the 
Cold War, the upheavals in the Soviet 


Union and East Europe and the wave 
of democracy that swept other parts 
of the world made U.N missions 
possible as would have been un¬ 
thinkable in the past. Jk decade ago, 
on assuming office ns the Secretary- 
General, Mr De C'uellar spoke of the 
erosion of authority and status of the 
UN and the inaction of the Security 
Council in the face of conflicts. Fear¬ 
ing international anarchy, he sug¬ 
gested several ways to make the 
Council, and, along with it, the 
Secretary-General more effective in 
keeping peace. Tlie importance of the 
Security Council as the main execu¬ 
tive body can hardly be over-em¬ 
phasised. It plays a highly important 
role, as was evident in 1990 when it 
speedily passed a series of resolu¬ 
tions against Iraq and execution of 
the Gulf War, mostly at the instance 
of the USA. Differences among the 
members of the Security Council 
came out into the open swn after the 
January 31, 1992, Council summit. 
The disagreements were over the 
French and the Anglo-American 
ideas which could have serious im¬ 
plications for Anglo-American plans 
for the UN's peace-making and 
peace-keeping roles. 

With the Americans and the 
British on one side and the French on 
the other, things have become com¬ 
plicated over who should control the 
proposed UN forces—which would 
be assigned the role of the world's 
policemen. The NATO countries 
enjoy a weightage in the Security 
Council. This reflect the post-war 
power structure which has, in the 
view of the majority of the UN mem¬ 
bers, become outdated. Since the 
Third World lacks unity and 
cohesion, the NATO bloc has been 
able to retain its privileged position. 
The two rival sides differ on the role 
of the Military Strff Council Commit¬ 
tee consisting of senior officers of 
the five permanent members of the 
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BOOKHIV€ PUBLICRTIONS 1992 


CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY 


1. Gamnil Studies (Pnl.) 15lh Edition 22 

2. Agricvllur* ObjacKva Type i 

3. Botany Obfectiv* Typa i 

4. Chemistry Objadiva Typ* 7 

5. Commanca O^adiva type 11 

6. Elect. Engineering Objadiva Type 4 

7. Economics Obfadua Type 1C 

8. Geography Objadiva Typo 7 

9. Indian History Objective Type 7 

to. Indion Constitution ObjacKva Typo 3 

11 low Objadiva Typo 8 

12. Mothamolics Objadiva Type 8 

13 Psychology Objs^va Type 5 

14. Political Scienca Objective Typo 8 

15. Physics Objective Typo 1G 

16. Sociology Objactiva Type S 

17 Zoology Objective Type 7 

18. Public Admlnislralion Objadiva Type 7 

19 Syllabus |C.S.| Main ^ Pral 2 

20 Indian Economy (A Briei Survey with 6 

latest tnformolion & Doto) 

21. Spam (la ^ TOiW) 20 

22. 3Pf «R5J 7 

23. 'HTtl lirlBJd 6 

24 (Iv|!tRli|, «rf6J 7i 

25 TWra Si 

26 wPrai Hi 

27. vftg; BMITR 7i 

28. fijRl -6 

29. 6. 

' UX/MEPiCAl/ENGG/ 
ROORKEE/GATE EXAMS 

I . I I.T. Guide 181 

2 Medical Entronce Guide 24; 

3 Sell Scorer 201 

with Q. Bonk lor A4edical Exams 

4. 11T. Solved Paper 11985 91) 6'. 

5 Engg. Collegas Ent. Exam Guide 19( 

6. Roorkee Examination Guide 15i 

7. Roorkea Solved Paper (1988 - 91) 3( 

8. l.l.T. Screening Tests Guide 71 

9. Physics Q. Bonk lor I I.T /Engg. Exams 81 

10. A4alhs Q. Bank lor l.l T./Engg. Exoms 8i 

11. Chemistry Q. Bonk lor l.l.T./Engg. Exams 8( 

12. Zoology Q. Bonk lor A4adical Exams 31 

13. Botony Q. Bank lor Medical Exams 31 

14. Numerical Examples in Physics |t 1.1] Hi 

15. Numerical Examples in Physics jMedicoll 13( 

16. Objective Physics (l.l T) 19i 

17. Objective Physics (PA4.T.| 9i 

18 Numerical Exomples In Chemistry 7‘. 

(A.K. Koushal) 

19. Raosonlng Problems in Physics 32 

20. Physics lor Rootkaa Ent. Exom Guide 6C 

21. l.l.T. Mathematics by S.K. Malhotro 9C 

22. T.S. Rajendro Exam Guide 75 

23. Dhonbad |I.S.M.) Entrance Exam Guide 9C 

24. S.C.R.A.’s Ent. Exam Guide 12C 

25. PraMadical/PraDanlol Entrance Guide 235 



GATE EXAMS’ 92 

-- - _ 


OATi (PAPER-1) 

GATE SEA 

140.00 

GATESEB 

140.00 

Mechanics 

65.00 

Physics 

90.00 

Model Test Popars (For SEA & SEB) 

40.00 

GATE (PAPER-H) 

Mach. Engg. 

65.00 

Elect. Engg. 

85.00 

Ovil Engg. 

65.00 

Advonced Physics Vol 1 

120.00 

Advanced Physics Vol. II 

120.00 


DiRECrORiES ) 

I. 

Hand Book d Inlotmalion (or 



Comp. Exam. 

22.00 

2. 

Directory ol Medical 



Coiiogas in India 

24.00 

3. 

Directory ol Engg. Collages in Indio 

24.00 

4. 

Directory of Atonogamenl 

20.00 


Colleges in India 

BANK P.O./M8A/GMAT/NOA/TO£Fll 


ENOU5H IMPROVEMENT SERIES 


1. Vocabuloty Test (or CompoHlions 28 

2. Book ol Quotations 22 

3. Word Power In Pi 

4. School Essays In P 

5. Antonyms & Synonyms In P 

6. Idioms & Phrases In P 

GENERAL BOOKS 


1. P.O'sQuonlilaNvaAptiludaTesI 50 

2. Advanced Muhipla Choice English 40 

3. Taste!RaosoningO 45 

4. Siluallon Test 20 

5. Numerical Aptitude Test 35 

6. Test d Numerical Abilily 22 

7. Clerical Aptitude Test 25 

8. Mathematics lor N.DA. and C.0A. 30 

9. Oflice Procedure and Drolling 36 

10. Agriculture Knowledge TestO 18. 

11. Objective English (Big) 44. 

12. Objective English (Smat) 25. 

13. Objective Arithmetic (Guloti] 40. 

14. Objective Arithmetic (Norairj 50. 

15. Gen. Mental Ability 18. 


1. 

RtMEve Bonk Officers Exom Guide (Or 'A1 155.00 

17. 

Interview (How to Do Wall) 

12.00 

2. 

Bonk/Slale Bonk/P.O. Exam GvideO 

105.00 

18. 

Sports and Gomes 

25.00 

3. 

GMAT Guide 

95.00 


(Rules 8 Techniques o( 


4. 

A46A Entrance Exam 

150 


25 world famous gomes) 


5. 

Holal Management Guide 

85.00 

19 

An EBicienl Manager 

55.00 

6 

CAT Guide 

75.00 


(Tips for a successful manager) 


7 

N.T5.E. Guide (XthjO 

90.00 

20. 

Social 8 Economic Problams ol India 

130.00 

8 

N.DA Guide 

95.00 

21. 

Indian Govt. & Politics 

mjx 

9. 

C.D.S. Guido 

75.00 

22. 

InlemoKonal Problems (Social & Economic 

30.00 

10 

IA,F. (Non. Tech ) Guide 

60.00 

23. 

World ConsliluKons 

70.00 

H. 

I.A.F. (Tech.) Guide 

70.00 

24. 

Indian ConsUluHons & its Working 

30/X) 

12. 

Sornik Schools CuideO 

40.00 

25. 

Conslilulional Development & 


14. 

Indian Aidme$ 

55.00 


Notional Movement in India 

70.00 

15 

Air India 

50.00 

26 

InlernoHonal RalaRons 

120.00 

16. 

Indian Navy 

60.00 

27. 

Public Administrotion IPoper I) 

90.00 

17. 

C.A. Enhance Exam Guide 

135.00 

28. 

Public Adminisiralion (Paper II) 

120.00 

18, 

LI.C. Officers Exam Guide 

105.00 

29. 

CarKthi, Tagore ond Nehru 

24.00 

19. 

G.I.e. OBicers Exam Guide 

105.00 

30. 

Waslam and Indion Pol. Thinkers 

60,00 

20. 

Bonk Rad GuideO 

48.00 

31. 

PoliKcal thought (Plolo to matxj 
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SPECIAL FEATURE—II 


Security Council It is considered 
highly unlikely thnt the USA and 
Britain vcould give up tlu'ii 
privilegi’d position on peace keep 
mg 

India's case The geiu lal c xpcc 
tation IS that it will take* a \tar or 
more to expand the Secuiitv Council 
but there has been much speculation 
on the piospects ol indue tion of iii'w 
permanent mcmbcis such as India in 
order to bring the UN power centre in 
line with the changing time s Seveial 
reasons are gi\cn in tavoiir of such 
expansion I ore most there are the 
realities ol the political situation 
Britain and fi.inee no longcT en)ov 
the povvei they once did CiCTmany 
and Japan Inve^ e’merge'd as the lead 
ingeeonomie powers I ike these two 
eountiie's India the world s largest 
de'niexracv eortainlv deserves a pe r 
manent sevit At present abenit 100 
developing nations are not repre 
sentexl among the permanent mem 
bers Atrican nations have no voice 
there nor the emerging regional 
penveis like India, Brazil and Nigeria 
there have been scvt*ral pioposals 
for c'xpaiision of theSe'curitv Coune il 
The urge IK V of the matter was 
stressed during the General Assemb 
ly session m December, I9‘)l The 
spcMkeis uiged that dcxisions affect 
ing the unrepresentc'd areas of the 
world were on the anvil and that the 
syste m must therefore be updatc'd 

Non-ahgnexl countries like A1 
geria Argentina and Sri Lanka have 
repeatc'dlv emphasised that the 
Council membc'rship should be 
raisc'd from the present 1‘i to 21 so as 
to make this vital Ixidv fully re*pre*- 
semtative and take into account the 
post-colonial le'alitie's Italy's sugges¬ 
tion IS tor addition of more per¬ 
manent members on the basis of 
population. Gross National Product 
or contribution to the UN funds 
without however giving them the 
right of veto The General Assembly 
decided in December last that if the'se 
criteria are adopted, the choice 
should fall on Japan, Germany, India 
and Brazil The issue will probably be 
taken up again during the 1992 sts 
Sion of the General Assembly Be¬ 


cause of the extensive support they 
command, Japan and Germany will 
probably be taken on the Council ear¬ 
lier than India whose entry is op- 
posc’d by Pakistan and some other 
countries 

Japan's Plea: Japan has been 
trying to sc'cure a permanent sc'at in 
the touneil because it wishes to 
serve the world from a permanent 
position in its management core now 
oecupie'd b) only five members II 
believes it can perform its world 
duties be ttei with a share in that core 
of power The sc'cond reason given bv 
Japan is that it is the second largest 
payei of the UN bills (after the USA 
whose due's aie often in arrears) and 
It IS also an economic super pow c'r So 
it de'sc'rves a role matching its status 
1 hcic IS however, a section of society 
in that country whic h feels that Japan 
must not press its claims at the UN on 
the basis of its economic pow er Japan 
has btvn making efforts to establish 
cordial relations with its Asian neigh¬ 
bours Ihis effort might suffer a set- 
back Japan could make a solid 
contribution through technology and 
expertise It has been elected a record 
number of times (sev en) as a non-per 
manent member of the Council 

The US has a bleak record as a 
membt r of the U N In its 4‘i years of 
existence the UN has been used more 
often than not as a tool for pursuing 
US foreign policy goals An over 
whelming number of Security Coun¬ 
cil resolutions were vetoed by the 
USA and Bntain Most of these had 
little or nothing to do with the C old 
War but were supporting anti 
colonial struggles in the Thirci World 
Moreover, the USA's lack of full sup¬ 
port to ILO, UNESCO, the Interna¬ 
tional Court of Justice and WHO has 
helped to undermine the UN system 

Indian spcikesmcn have more 
than once pointed out that there 
should be a wider application of the 
democratic principle in the deasion- 
making procedures of the UN or¬ 
ganisation At present, equality and 
democratic decision-making are ab¬ 
sent in the functioning of the world 
organisation generally and of the 
Security Council in particular The 


Counal's five permanent members 
have been conferring frequently to 
ccxirdinate in advance their line of 
action, thus virtually determining the 
shape of things m vital arenas 

Some modification is also urgent¬ 
ly needed in respect of the veto 
powei Absolute right of veto in 
defiance of the majonty of interna¬ 
tional opinion IS undeniably un¬ 
democratic However, it must be 
conceded that sometimes the power 
of veto has been nghtly used to check 
excesses and wrong, hasty decisions 
by arrogant western powers It has 
saved the world, or a large section of 
It from awkward situations But 
what would happen if the veto power 
IS exercised by more than five, say 10 
Council members’ There would be a 
viitual mess in the international 
sphere 

An important suggestion for 
reforming the funi honing of fhe UN 
IS the creation of a permanent peacc'- 
ki*eping force Since its establishment 
the U N has lound it necessary to set 
up peace-keeping forces 11 times It is 
one of the UN s most successful 
extra-Charter innovations 

But the key question is that of 
arranging finances for the UN ac¬ 
tivities At present, this bexiy is al¬ 
most broke because many of its 
members aie defaulters in respect of 
the payment of their annual subscrip¬ 
tions An additional financial burden 
IS implicit in constituting a peace¬ 
keeping fund 
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ARTICLE 


Indian Agriculture During the 
Eighties 


A^fiiciilhiiiil iliiini^i the la<it 
th’itidc lia'^ been both ofi beer and disap¬ 
pointment Now then I'-niiuh talk about 
evoh’iii^ a taini poluif like the one for 
inilii->ti les An appnahal of what liai> 
been ai hieoedoi has not been nihieved h 
tiinehi lilts feature pu’i-enti- a tacy 
leoiew of the fann si-iim \ petfornianie 
dtiitn^; the eighties 

1. Introduction 

INC F tho .idvent of the Green 
Revolution in India in mid-sixtieii, 
the .igiiciiltural sector has taken 
many strides whicli have a bearing 
on the prodiKtion ot tood and cash 
irops All the same, agriculture 
lemains a gamble in monsoons 

In seven out ot the ten years en¬ 
ding IWO, the monsoon had been 
below par and consequently the 
agriiLiltural production had recorded 
a limited grow th during the decade 
ol the eighties. The year 1991 also has 
been i haracterised by poor precipita¬ 
tion .IS well as distribution of south¬ 
west moiistion. The year 1987-88 
expel lenced the worst drought of the 
century. Yet, the decline in foodgrain 
produttion in that year was less than 
that in 1979-80 drought. Tins estab¬ 
lishes, beyond doubt, that agriculture 
had developed entiugh resilience to 
counteract the impact of weather 
aberrations But the fluctuations in 
output from year to year have tended 
to de-stabilise the economy. 

If. Growth Trends 

HE annual average growth rate of 
production ot certain selected 
crops shows a wide spectrum of 
divergence Barring cotton, jute and 
mesta, the growth rates during the 
seventh hve-year plan, 198'i-90, have 
ruled lower than those in the sixth 
five year plan, 1980-85. Fixidgrains 
rei otded a growth rate of 3.6 (6.5) per 
cent per annum, rice 5.4 (7.8) per cent; 
w he.it 2 8 (f> 9) per cent; coarse cereals 


2.6 (3.6) per cent; pulses 2.1 (7.4) per 
cent; oilseeds 7.1 (9.6) percent; sugar¬ 
cane 5.6 (6.4) per cent. (The percent¬ 
ages within the parentheses 
represent the growth rate averages 
posted during the sixth plan pericid). 

The strategy of the Green 
Revolution has, undoubtedly, im¬ 
parted a dynamism to the growth in 
foodgrains production and helped in 
transforming the food economy from 
a "global food basket to a national 
self-sufficiency". But it is limited to 
only a few crops such as rice and 
wheat and to regions with assured 
irrigation and access to adequate fer¬ 
tilisers In other words, the rain-fed 
areas constituting nearly 70 per cent 
of the cultivable area and contribut¬ 
ing about 40 per cent of foodgrain 
output still remain outside the ambit 
of the Green Revolution. 

There }s a growing disparity be¬ 
tween the actual and the potential 
yield of both the food and the cash 
crops. To reach a higher growth path 
on a sustained basis, the thrust of 
agricultural production policy 
should be to increase land produc¬ 
tivity, the prospect of area expansion 
being rulea out. 

The low profile in farm produc¬ 
tion only reflects that priority has not 
been accorded to maximise the yield 
in the past. It has now been realized 
that the agricultural research should 
be oriented to remove this lacuna, if 
India is to build up its capability to 
produce 240 million ton (estimated) 
foodgrains by the turn of the century 
to meet the requirements of the bur¬ 
geoning population. Higher produc¬ 
tivity would require extension of area 
under the high-yield varieties seeds; 
inaeased prrauction and supply of 
quality seeds; greater use of fertilisers 
and adequate irrigation facQities. 

The distribution of certified 
seeds has increased nearly 2^ per 


cent during the last decade from 2.5 
million quintals in 198P-81 to 6 mil¬ 
lion quintals in 1990-91. The produc¬ 
tion and distribution of seeds has 
gained momentum in recent years 
after a spell of stagnation around 5.5 
to 5.7 million quintals for five years, 
1985-86 to 1989-90, but it reflected in 
increased agricultural production. 
There has actually been a slow-down 
in the agricultural output This is at¬ 
tributed to the declining productivity 
of seeds which is a serious lacuna in 
the strategy for development of the 
seed sector. 

With an annual growth rate of 
18.8 per cent in seed distribution 
during the sixth plan period, the 
foodgrain production grew; at 6.3 per 
cent annually but the set^ offtake 
plummeted to 3.4 per cent during the 
seventh plan and the foodgrain 
production (and also of other crops) 
diminished to a low of 3.6 per cent. 

In so far as the coverage of HYV 
seeds is concerned, it is noticed that 
there is a wide variation between one 
crop and another. The wheat crop has 
88 per cent area under these seed 
varieties while paddy covers only 65 
per cent and coarse grains not even 50 
per cent. The difference in coverage is 
an indication of the different con¬ 
sumption patterns. That is, while the 
fine grains—wheat and rice—are the 
most-preferred crops, the coarse 
grains belong to the less-preferred 
category. 

With the growth in the areas 
under the HYv seeds, the provision 
of irrigation facilities cannot be over¬ 
emphasised in India where as much 
as 70 per cent of the 186 million cul¬ 
tivable area is rain-fed and vagaries 
of monsoon talre a heavy toll on 
a^cultural output. And vet, in none 
ot the sectors ms the fmlure of the 
planning process been so glaring and 
returns on investment $p poor as in 
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irrigation. Time and cost over-runs 
are mounting. Some of the schemes 
conceived in the fifties have yet to see 
the light of the day. Losses from 
delays in implementation of irriga¬ 
tion works are increasing (at the rate 
of Rs 800 crore per annum at present) 
while productivity from land is sub- 
optimal. On the other side, there has 
been no let-up in creating irrigation 
1 potential at the rate of 2.5 million hec¬ 
tare annually during the seventh plan 
to reach the cumulative total of 80 
million hectare by the terminal year 
of the plan. At this rate, the country 
will take about 13 more years to bring 
under irrigation 33 million hectare to 
attain the targeted irrigation poten¬ 
tial of 113 million hectare. Vvhat is 
however notable is the mis-match be¬ 
tween the irrigation potential and its 
utilisation. So that, the investment on 
irrigation projects which has been 
rising from plan to plan has not 
yielded commensurate returns. 

India is the fourth largest 
producer and consumer of fertilisers, 
thanks to the new technology for cul¬ 
tivation. The overall fertiTis-*r con¬ 
sumption has shown a growtii rate of 
8.7 per cent during the eighties, 
though the inter-State and inter¬ 
regional disparities continue. 

India has always been a net im¬ 
porter of fertiliser as well as 
feedstock, notwithstanding the 
record production and capacity 
utilisation. The fertiliser imports in 
1991-92 may ctoss Rs 6,000 crore as 
against Rs 4,500 crore budgeted for. 
But the share of imports to total fer¬ 
tiliser consumption has declined sub¬ 
stantially from 50 per cent in 1980-81 
to 21.5 per cent in 1990-91. 

The government announced a 
policy change in the 1991-92 budget 
through the abolition of subsidy on 
fertilisers as a part of its str? tegy to 
slash down non-plan expenditure for 
lowering the fiscal deficit. Tlris trig¬ 
gered off a big controversy. The 
policy withdrawing fertiliser subsidy 
was dubbed as an anti-farmer move. 

With the passageof time, the new 
policy appears to have received a 
welcome at the hands o) the farming 
community also. In a recent pre- 
bi;idget meetmg (January 23, lw2), 
the representanves of agrietdturists 
have expressed the bpinion that all 


subsidies, whether for agriculture or 
industry should go. A majority of 
them favoured abolition of fertiliser 
subsidy. It was also suggested that 
the price of fertilisers be raised. 

The fertiliser subsidy in 1991-92 
may surge up to Rs 64(X) crore— 
about 13 times the level of Rs 505 
crore ten years ago. The snow-balling 
of subsidies has contributed a deal to 
the mounting fiscal deficits which the 
present government is irrevocably 
committ^ to slash down. 

The review of the performance of 
the agricultural sector without a 
passing reference to the erratic 
production scenario of pulses, grow¬ 
ing demand-supply imbalances and 
half-hearted institutional reforms 
will be incomplete. 

As an essentially vegetarian na-. 
tion, Indian citizens largely depend 
on pulses to derive protein in food. 
This depends on the availability and 
quantum of consumption of pulses. 
The trend in output of pulses over the 
last forty years does not show any 
consistent upswing but only a see¬ 
saw movement. The production 
hovered around 14 million ton in 
1990-91 rising from about 10.6 mil¬ 
lion ton in 1980-81 and 8.4 million ton 
in 1950-51. It is noticed that the 
production could not be doubled 
during the last four decades. The area 
under pulses of all types had in¬ 
creased by 22 per cent and the yield 
25 per cent during this duration. The 
Green Revolution has benefited most 
two staple fix)dgrain crops—wheat 
and rice—but relegated the pulses to 
marginal lands leading to a virtual 
stagnation in output. The sluggish¬ 
ness coupled with the burgeoning 
population resulted in a fall in per 
capita availability from 74.9 gramme 
in 1959 to a low of 36.5 gramme in 
1990. The minimum per capita re¬ 
quirement of pulses is estimated at 47 
gramme per diem. The obvious result 
is low intake of protein or under- 
nutrition. 

The shortage of pulses has 
resulted in high prices and increasing 
reliance on imports. The Wholesale 
Price Index of pulses shot up to 255.4 
in November 1991 feom 94.2 in 1982- 
83, with 1981-82 as the base year. The 
soaring prices have' kept pulses 
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beyond the reach of the bulk of 
population. 

Tlie growing shortages in edible 
oils which constitute staple con¬ 
stituents of an average menu are due 
to the low production of oilseeds. The 
various measures taken to boost 
production on a sustaint*d basis have 
made little headway. With the current 
ear's shortages, soaring prices and 
eavy imports the problem of edible 
oil economy is looked upon with con¬ 
cern. 

Once an exporter of edible oils, 
India is now rcductxi to a net im¬ 
porter. However,-because of the 
foreign exchange constraints, im¬ 
ports havecomedown in late eighties 
compared to mid-198()s. In 1991-92, 
imports are bound to rise if the 
projection about the diminution in 
oilseeds pnxiuction comes true. As 
the Press reports go, the government 
has decided to import by end-March 
this year three lakh ton of edible oils 
although bumper crops of rapeseed 
and mustard a a* expected. 

The major problem relative to 
edible oils is obsolete and wasteful 
method of oil extraction. 

One of the most serious lacuna in 
agriculture relates to land retomis in¬ 
volving re-distribution of surplus 
land among the small and marginal 
farmers who constitute the bulk of 
the farming community The Con¬ 
gress initiated the entire gamut of 
land reforms way back towards the 
end of 1940s and early 1950s. That is 
soon after the attainment ol Inde¬ 
pendence but the task is still un¬ 
finished, thanks to the vested 
interests. Even a limited re-distribu¬ 
tion of land would go a long way in 
generating additional employment 
opportunities in the rural .ireas and 
giving a fillip to production. 

Prof A M. Khusro is of the \’iew 
that all hackneyed thinking on 
agriculture must slop. The approach 
of Imposition of ceilings on holdings 
which received great emphasis in 
land reforms should be abandoned. 
Instead, there should be tenurial 
reform in which the actual pnniucers 
from land be identified and provided 
the requisite inputs to step up 
production. 
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India-Pakistan Tensions 


De‘ipitc the ft cqiii iit and ai> 

’^urniuc'^ of ft wnd'yltip and loidialiti/ by 
Namabtui tin kii'^ioii'^ ktuveii India 
and Paki'>tan haoi been nionntni}^ The 
di<ittt'>'^ion'> and intetin;f'< at variou'^ 
leivl‘> held in Ni a’ Di llii and Nanialtad, 
and alstt at key border /K)sfs, generally 
10^.1111 III iindii'^taiidnig'^ on minor mat¬ 
ter', but the iiiiiial jsskin remain un- 
ie',olved India > pei:,i',tent effort', to 
cti'Uin peaci and amity befuven the two 
neighbour', have pioved futile 

Paki',tnii ',poke',men ',eem to 
re',ppnd to India ',ge',tuu", with rea',',iir 
ing words and statements, but these as 
siiraines have always turned out to be 
dcLeptive Within hours of signing state 
ments and making oral promises, Pakis¬ 
tan results to hostile activity in various 
shapes and forms A stage has been 
real lied when such af'Uirances haw be¬ 
come meaningless and hypocritical In 
fat t, many people have begun to wonder 
wliethei the peaie moves will bear any 
fruit at all and whethei an armed conflict 
alone would resolw the tangle But a 
war, whuh neithei side favours, would 
be disastioiis foi both Lountiies 

The latest high level meeting be¬ 
tween the Pttiiie Miiiisteis of the two 
LOiintiies held at Dai’os (Switzer¬ 
land) on February 2 Both Prime Mini¬ 
sters reiterated their desne to reduce 
tensions and continue the bilateial 
dialogue aimed at lesolving the out¬ 
standing diffeteines through peaceful 
means 

Neiv Delhi rightly atliibutes the 
stiaiiied relations betxveeii the two 
LOiintrics to Islamabad s officially spon¬ 
sored abetment of terrorism and seces- 
bionism III the sensitive Indian border 
States of Punjab and Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir The tioo leaders fir'll met at Harare, 
during the Commoinvealth summit, in 
Octoixr, 1991 Since then Pakistan has 
Lontiniied its iiiterferenu’ in India s in¬ 
ternal affairs The mterfereme is so ob¬ 
vious that Indian Prime Minister 
Narasiinha Rao h(is accused Pakistan of 
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blatantly sponsoring terrorism in Pun¬ 
jab and f & K 

Thus things have been getting 
worse instead of getting better The 
Pakistan leaders have gone to the extent 
of expiessing full supfwrt to the seces¬ 
sionist movements launched by some 
militant gioiips in Kashmir Valley 

The differences over the Slacken 
glacier region iii the north and the Sir 
Creek in Western India haw lassened 
and have lately ceased to cause tensions 

/. The Background 

T he State of Jammu and Kashmir, 
situated in the extreme north of 
the country occupies a strategic posi¬ 
tion It IS bounded on the north by 
China, on the east by Tibet and on the 
south by Himachal Pradesh, Pun)ab 
and Pakistan Article 370 of the Con¬ 
stitution of India confers a special 
status on Jammu and Kashmir In¬ 
dian leaders desenbe this Article as 
"a bridge" between the State and the 
rest of the country The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and certain other 
organisations have been demandmg 
abrogation of this Article but the 
Kashmir leaders, including former 
Prime Ministers, have warned that 
any attempt to abrogate this Article 
would have serious consequences 

Among the m a t n - eims of grant¬ 
ing a special status to the State were 
(a) to assure the Kashmiris that their 
distinct identity would thus be 
preserved, and (b) to placate the Mus¬ 
lims of the Valley who were feeling 
uncertain over their future, espeaally 
because most of the areas where their 
community is in a majority had gone 
over to Paiustan 

Many legal experts hold the view 
that Article 370 is the umbilical cord 
that links J & K to India and has been 
dynamically brought into play time 
and again through Constitutional 
amendments extending various 
provisions of the Indian Constitution 


to J & K with the consent of the State 
Assembly The Article, it needs to be 
recalled, broadly follows the identi¬ 
cal procedure employed in similarly 
extending Indian Constitutional 
provisions to all the other princely 
States existing before India became 
independent 

The Article essentially governs 
Centre-State relations, and issues of 
regional balance within States are 
similarly dealt with in the case of 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra, 
Assam, Sikkim, Manipur, Nagaland, 
Tripura, Meghalaya and Arunachal 
Pradesh (in Article 371 and 371A and 
Schedules 5 and 6) Kashmir, in this 
sense, is not uniquely treated 

The irony is that although the 
Government of India has been very 
generous to Kashmir in regard to 
Plan allocahons for development to 
various areas, the anti-lndian feel¬ 
ings persist among the Kashmiris 


It. Conflicting Contentions 

T he respective standpoints of 
India and Pakistan on Kashmir 
reflect a conflicting and contradictory 
approach India argues that both 
legally and conshtutionally Jammu 
and Kashmir is a part of India since 
the State acceded to the Union of 
India of Its own free will The Instru¬ 
ment of Accession was duly signed 
by the late Maharaja of Kashmir 
Since J & K IS an integral part of India, 
there is no dispute as such over Kash¬ 
mir But Pakistan insists that Kashmir 
is a disputed territory and is not an 
integral part of India. 

India points out that since 
several elections have been held in 
the State since it became a part of 
India, there is no point in holding a 
plebiscite The people of Kashmir 
nave already inaicated their wishes 
and preference through the elections. 

As for the U.N. resolutions of 
1948, the Government of India rightly 
contends that the preconditions for 
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holding a plebiscite must be fulfilled 
before sucn an exercise can be held. 
The first and foremost condition is 
that all Pakistani military forces must 
be withdrawn from Kashmir Valley, 
notably the occupied territory known 
as "Azad Kashmir", which is actual¬ 
ly Indian territory at present under 
the illegal occupation of Pakistan. 

Moreover, the plebiscite issue is 
dead; Pakistan is flogging a dead 
horse. Four decades have passed 
since the UN resolution on the subject 
was passed. The conditions in Kash¬ 
mir have changed radically since that 
time. But Pakistan insists that 
through a plebiscite alone can the 
issue be settled. Pakistani leaders 
pose the question: "Why should the 
people of Kashmir be denied the 
right of self-determination when in 
every other region of the world the 
people are exercising this right and 
India herself, the Pakistani spokes¬ 
men contend, supports this right in 
every continent, in Africa, for ex¬ 
ample. 

India's Stand: The basic aims of 
promoting peace all round and of 


building bridges, especially with 
neighbouring countries, have been 
pursued by the Government of India 
consistently The requisite adjust¬ 
ments have been made as and when 
deemed necessary. The net result for 
India is a streamlined policy of which 
timely diplomatic initiatives rightly 
form an essential part. Of course the 
national interest has been the 
supreme consideration, as is the case 
in other cases. While this policy has 

E roved fruitful ^sewhere, it has not 
ome fruit in the case of Pakistan. 
There have been setbacks in 
Indo-Pakistan relations. The periods 
of amity and sustained goodwill 
have been short and very infrequent. 
One such—and distinct—period was 
during the Pnme Ministership of Ms 
Benazir Bhutto. After the initial fer¬ 
vour and pro-India sentiments ex¬ 
pressed by Benazir Bhutto during the 
early months of her all-too-short 
Prime Ministership, strains 
developed between the two 
countries. These were due to the hos¬ 
tile postures of the fundamentalists 
and the highly disconcerting 


developments in Kashmir Valley for 
which Pakistan was largely respon¬ 
sible. It deliberately promoted sub¬ 
versive and terrorist activities in the 
Valley. 

India has throughout favoured 
the establishment of a strong, stable 
democratic Pakistan. To give a rela¬ 
tively recent instance, on August 8, 
1990, New Delhi expressed surprise 
at the abrupt dismissal of Ms Benazir 
Bhutto from Prime Ministership but 
affirmed that it would continue to 
build a relationship of cooperation 
with Pakistan "despite severe 
provocations, including support for 
terrorism and subversion". In a state¬ 
ment in Parliament, the then Union 
Minister for External Affairs said 
developments in Pakistan were an in¬ 
ternal affair of that country but ex¬ 
perience showed that "shocks" of 
this nature anywhere put democracy 
under severe strain "We sincerely 
hope that there will be no discon¬ 
tinuity or setback to the democratic 
process and that the people's will 
would prevail" He hoped that 
friendly ties between the two 
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louiUms uDiild contnbute to ptMu* 
«ind s(.ihlit\ m Ihorogion 

ill. "Line of Control" 
Episode 

T UhRb was a near crisis on 
I ebruary 11,1992, and during the 
preceding week when there was a 
comentiation of the arniv along the 
India Pakistan border JKI f activists 
had planned to cross the I me of Ac¬ 
tual Contiol (I AC) and enter India 
Indian spokesmen repeatedly 
warned that if an\ such step w'as 
taken, then would bean armed con¬ 
flict as India was determinc'd not to 
permit anv intrusion into Indian ter- 
ritorv 

1 he (»o\ c rnment of Pakistan also 
realised that it the JKI F activists led 
bv Amanullah Khan crossed the Line 
ol Actual Control, it wcmld mean 
clcsir aggicssion and would bestem- 
Iv dealt with bv India Ihat would 
result in a bloody, armc*d conflict Bet¬ 
ter sense prevailed and the Pakistani 
authc>riti<>s took steps to stop the 
jkl I woikers several kms from the 
I me ol Actual Control, in Pakistan 
temtorv in order to prevent a clash 
between the twocountne*s 

For the preceding K) months the 
border had remained more or less 
normal (the occasional outbursts and 
thrcMts notwithstanding) The threat 
posed bv the JKI F to cross the line 
was happily averted, although the 
danger ol isolatcx.! incidents remains 
Tension has bc'en defusc'd T he Pakis¬ 
tan policeopc'iied tire on the militants 
trying to cross the border into India 
At least 12 persems w ert' killed and SO 
injured in clashc'sbetween the Pakis¬ 
tan police and the marchers Nobexiy 
actually crossed the Line of Control 
New IXThi emphatically denitxi that 
agroupol theJKI 1 activists had be«i 
successful in sneaking across the bor¬ 
der 

According to reports from New 
Delhi, about 1S,(X)0 pc*ople had as¬ 
sembled on February 11-12 at 
Chakoti, the last Pakistani checkpost 
near the Une of Control, but they 
Vere pushed back the Pakistani 
sc*curity forces Meanwhile the main 
caravan of the JKLF, led by its chief, 
Mr Amanullah Khan, had reached 
Chinan, a couple of kilometres from 


the border, and were expected to 
make an attempt to cross tne Line of 
Control Mr Amanullah Khan told 
reporters in Chinan that he, along 
with other activists, were determined 
to "accomplish their goal at any 
cost" But their move was effectively 
foiled, and he conceded the point 

Hostile moves on the Line of 
Control would cause more tensions 
The Pak-occupied Kashmir ad¬ 
ministration disclosed on February 
29 this year that it is keeping a strict- 
vigil on the activities of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Liberation Front The 
people of Kashmir and of Pakistan, it 
said, had rejected the JKLF for its 
anti-State activities 

Credit for averting a major con¬ 
flict must be shared by the govern¬ 
ments of both India and Pakistan and 
also by the polihcal leaders of both 
sides who did not lose their cool and 
favoured the utmost caution They 
bowed to the urgent not'd to defuse 
tensions and not to allow the 
militants to create a crisis They right¬ 
ly realised that a confrontation could 
have led to a very dangerous escala¬ 
tion which would have serious con¬ 
sequences The Government of India 
had kept the international com¬ 
munity, through the ambassadors of 
various countries accredited to Delhi, 
fully informed about the dangerous 
situation 

All the parties concerned exer¬ 
cised a restraining influence The 
USA and Moscow clearly opposed 
any potentially dangerous 
manoeuvre China also tendeiw the 
sound advice that "any problem left 
by history should be resolved 
through bilateral negotiations" 
Doubtless these countires realised 
that another armed conflict between 
India and Pakistan would be highly 
dangerous No one can afford a was¬ 
teful and pointless conflict 

The JKLF leader, Mr Amanuallah 
Khan then announced that another 
attempt to cross the Line of Actual 
Control would be made on March 30 
but there was no doubt that the move 
would be checked well in time and 
prove fruitless 

The Pakistan Pnme Minister, Mr 
Nawaz Slianf, though by no means a 
dove, rightly realised the dangerous 


potentialities of an explosive situa¬ 
tion Hundreds of Pakistani soldiers 
and others would have been killed m 
the consequential fighting But then, 
Mr Shanf would have wen over¬ 
thrown if he had ordered his army to 
remain passive, he acted tactfully, 
though he offended the JKLF and its 
leaders 

There was a distinct sigh of relief 
at the outcome of the episode. Some 
quarter^ su'^pect that there was a 
trade-off between the shipment of 
military spaie parts*for planes and 
other US equipment and Mr Sharif's 
timely measures to prevent a border 
clash It IS true that the JKLF leaders 
based in Kashmir Valley have 
denounced Islamabad for betraying 
their cause but it is in the interest of 
Pakistan itself that the JKLF activists 
should be kept in leash This or¬ 
ganisation has since then been 
declared unlawful 

IV. Pak Actions Damage 
Ties 

N hi«- opening address to both 
Houses of Parliament on February 
24 this year. President R 
Venkataraman regretted that the 
Pakistan Government and the Pakis¬ 
tan National Assembly had chosen to 
associate themselves with the state¬ 
ments and actions that have vitiated 
the relatii-nship with India 
Pakistan's negative approach 
towards India and its support to ter¬ 
rorism in Punjab and Jammu and 
Kashmir continue to be the main im¬ 
pediments to normahsation pf rela¬ 
tions 

He >aid "We have nevertheless 
continued with our efforts to carry 
the confidence-building process and 
bilateral dialogue forward." The 
danger inherent in violating the 
Simla Agreement and the basic 
norms of inter-State conduct had 
repeatedly been pointed out to Is¬ 
lamabad. The President of India ex¬ 
pressed the hope that the Pakistan 
Government would join New Delhi 
in the efforts to establish tension free 
relations. 

India's efforts and policies were 
geared to be a ^art of resurgent Asia 
as it is a part of our hope that the 21st 
century would be an Asian century 
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India is aware that our destiny lies in 
Asia, more specially in South Asia. So 
the Government attached high 
priority to strengthening relations 
with the Association of South-East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

Internationalising Kashmir 
issue: Pakistan has, during the past 
few years—in fact right from the 
l;;eginning of the dispute over Kash¬ 
mir a few months after the 1947 par¬ 
tition—repeatedly tried to 
internationalise the issue. Speaking 
in Parliament on February 2/, Union 
Home Minister S.B. Chavan again ac¬ 
cused Pakistan of trying to inter¬ 
nationalise the issue in violation of 
the Simla accord. 

He also charged the Pakistan 
Prime Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif, of 
adopting hypocritical attitudes by 
holding talks with Indian Prime Min¬ 
ister Narasimha Rao in Davos (Swit¬ 
zerland) recently and calling for a 
"bandh" in the country on the Kash¬ 
mir issue on the very next day. He 
said the Pakistan military regulars 
were being sent in civilian clotlies to 
crtrss the border into India, obviouslv 


with ulterior motives. However, he 
rejected the demand voiced by a BJP 
member for sending the Indian army 
to Pakistan-occupied Kashmir tq 
destroy terrorist training camps 
there. 

V. Fear of Indo-Pak War 

F ears of an Indo-Pakistan armed 
conflict have been expressed by 
several prominent people and certain 
organisations around the globe; they 
have earnestly counselled both 
countries to be careful about their 
moves and counter-moves m order to 
avoid such contingencies and 
promote peace 

The U.S. Central Intelligcnee 
Agency (CIA) Director, Mr Robert 
Gates, has warned agaiast the danger 
of a nuclear war between India and 
Pakistan. In his testimony before a 
Congressional committee in 
Washington in December, 1991, he 
said: "It is a small world, they used to 
say, and it is the truth. It is indeed a 
small world today. Events in places 
we used to consider remote insistent¬ 
ly engage our attention." 
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In this connectiQn, he referred to 
the possibility and the dangei of a 
nuclear war between India and 
Pakistan, a civil war in Yugoslavia 
and the process of peace-making in 
Cambodia and West Asia. 

Tire CIA Chief said the world's 
most significant military forces, aside 
from the Soviet Union, belonged to 
China, India and North Koma llie 
CIA expects the Chinese to continue 
modernising iN missile forces Ilu' 
short-range missiles purportedly 
with the conventional warheads, 
were being marketed abroad to earn 
hard currency. New Chinese missiles, 
including mobile iCBMs, would 
probably be fielded in 1992. Thi.s fur¬ 
ther increased the danger of an 
armed conflict in South Asia <ind in 
other sensitive regions. 

Chemical Arms: Mr Robert 
Gates made a further allegation 
which has the potential of intensify¬ 
ing tensions between India and 
Pakistan. He told a House Foreign 
Affairs Committee on February 26 
that both these countries continue 
their race to develop weapons of 
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mass dostaiction. Not only do both turned down suggestions by the USA 

ctnintri<*s lun e nuclenr weapt)ns and to roll back its weapon-oriented 

ballistic rni'ssile programmes, they nuclear programme and declined to 

have roccntlv pursued chemical sign unilaterally the Nuclear Non- 

weapons as well. He addetl. "VVe proliteration Treaty (NPT). During 

have no reason to believi' that either Ins riicnt visit. Senator Pressler gave 

country maintains assembled luu leal a (.lean chit to India and said this 

bombs, much less that either has country did not possess nuclear 

deployed them. But such weapons weapons and was not making any 

could be assembled quickly. And preparations for manufacturing such 

both countries have combat aircraft weapons. As prominent Indian 

that could be modified to deliver leaders have said, the very idea of 

them in a crisis. Both have however Pakistan possessing an/.s/rtit/ichd/Hh is 

publicly agreed to certain con- dangerous, not only for the Indian 

fidence-buildiiig measures such as sub-continent but also for the whole 

not attacking each other's nuclear world. 

facilities. India and Pakistan first agreed to 

... ,, I r% L. refrain from attacking each other’s 

VI. The Nuclear Bomb nuclear facilities during the then 

Issue Pakistan President Gen Zia-ul-Haq's 

., , , ,, ^ . visit to New Delhi in 1985. A formal 

JN the early years of the post-.nde- ^ 

Ipendence period several unsolvcxl Iaiuntries, Mr 

questions generated tensions be- 

tween India and Pakistan, but m b,., 31 , , 9 g 8 , 

recent years it is the nuclear bomb ^ , . 

issue that has caused misunderstand- Oil |anuary 1, 199_, Pakistan 

ings and inteiisifieil the suspicions ended the uncertainty m regard to the 
about each other's intentions. The US Hiree-vear-o d agreement with India 
Administration and several other non-attack of each other s nuc ear 
countries an- now convinced that exchanged with New 

Pakistan possesses nuclear capability list of nuclear installations 

and also some nuclear devices or governed by the accord. Pakis- 

weapons In fact, Pakistan's ad- tan had at first delayed ratification of 

valued nuclear programme has been agreement by about eight months 

much in the news hi recent months. ^ India had ratified it in Febmary, 

There are various estimates of the -TTk r 

precise numbei of nuclear weapons w‘^ vf 

oil,,. , . u . nut ear installations and facilities, 

which Pakistan now posses.ses, but 

no one doubts that the country has bJS technical experts had ex- 

soine nuclear ilevices maiuifacturt>d pressed the view based on their 

at its nuclear plants, especially the authentic study that India had aban- 

one at Kahuta, near Islamabad.' ^^oned its nuclear programme while 

Pakistan was going ahead with it. 

1 he general and well-tounded That is the basis of the demand by the 

belief is that Pakistan has acquircxl B|P and some other parties that India 

nuclear capability with the help of should go nuclear in order to fully 

stolen Furopean technology and con- safeguard its national security, 

tinuous, extensive Chinese assis- - n i 

tance. After operating a plant to Poll Plank /fl Britain 

enrich uranium since 198(i, and with rpHE Kashmir issue and the hap- 
additional help from Beqing in war- 1 penings in the Valley, and of 
head designs, Pakistan has produced course the developing tensions be- 

the bomb which it can utilise. The tvveen India and Pakistan, have been 

obvious target in case the bomb is jhe focus of publ ic attention not only 

actually put to use would be India, j,., sub-continent but also across 

The main Indian cities and towns in foe seas. It has even become an elec- 

North India, not to mention other tion plank in Britain. The ruling Con- 

areas, would be well within the reach ^ervative Party there on February 28 

of Pakistani military' attacks. 11 , 1 ^ y^^j. castigated the opTOsition 

On January 13, 1992, Pakistan LabourParly for making Kashmir an 
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election issue and promising "the 
earth" to the Kashmiri community 
for electoral gains. 

According to reports, the Labour 
Parly has lately been making pledges 
on sensitive issues such as Kashmir 
which are based upon electoral cal¬ 
culations rather than on an honest 
and realistic appraisal of the best way 
to achieve progress. Foreign 
Secretary Doughlas Hurd, who 
visited India recently, assured 
Britain's full cooperatiqri in fighting 
terrorism in the Kashmir Valley and 
elsewhere. He is acutely aware of the 
tensions and dangers in Kashmir and 
IS treating them with seriousness and 
integrity. Like countless other people, 
he has been urging a dialogue be¬ 
tween the parties and seeking to 
promote confidence-building mea¬ 
sures. 

Mr Lennox-Boyd, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State in Britain, 
admitted that the Kashmir issue is 
"perhaps the most significant and in¬ 
tractable problem with which he has 
had to deal". The situahon in Kash¬ 
mir is causing much concern to 
people in Britain. In fact, it is one of 
the most persistent sources of con¬ 
cern to the w'orld. India and Pakistan 
have fought wars over it on three oc¬ 
casions. It has brought them on the 
brink of another. "We whole-hearted¬ 
ly condemn terrorism in the State", 
he declared. 

In view of the volatility of the 
situation in Kashmir, Mr Lennox- 
Boyd said, it is important that the 
Government of Pakistan should seek 
to ensure that arms, money or other 
material aid is not provided from 
Pakistan territory to groups which 
pursue their objectives through 
violence. Such support from inside 
Kashmir to the men of violence in 
Kashmir will surely increase the 
resistance of the Indian Government 
to a dialogue. The British leaders feel 
the dispute can ultimately be 
resolvecl only through peaceful 
agreement between India and Pakis¬ 
tan. 

VIII. ••Third Option” 
Manoeuvre 

A seemingly off-the-cuff remark by 
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 


Sharif upholding the right of the 
Kashmiris to opt for independence in 
case of a plebiscite created a virtual 
storm in Islamabad early in February 
this year. The remark added a new 
dih^ension to the already complex 
Kashmir situation. An official 
spokesman of Pakistan declined to 
....comment on the Prime Minister's 
statement to the BBC at Teheran. On 
return to Islamabad, on February 19, 
Mr Nawaz Sharif did not contradict 
the report but merely said that his 
country was committed to the right 
of self-determination for the people 
of Kashmir in accordance with the 
U.N. Security Council resolution. Mr 
Nawaz Sharif's airport statement 
was circulated only by the State-con¬ 
trolled Associated Press of Pakistan 
(APP) and was carried by all 
newspapers. The official Foreign Ot- 
tice spokesman said only the Prime 
Minister could offer a clarification on 
his remarks made to the BBC. 

Interestingly, "The Muslim", the 
well-known Islamabad newspaper, 
wrote: "The British statute granting 
freedom to India provided for the 
creation of two—^and only Iwo—in¬ 
dependent sovereign dominions. 
What on earth is Mr Nawaz Sharif 
driving at when he nonchalantly 
talks of "independence" in the con¬ 
text of the Kashmir dispute? If he 
meant what he told the BBC, he has 
done something which defies belief 
He has put the Kashmir issue on its 
head." 

The newspaper added. "To talk 
of anything more than an india- 
Pakistan choice for a plebiscite is to 
open the Pandora's box; no one has a 
mandate from the Pakistani nation to 
give an entirely new, and wholly un¬ 
called for, twist to the Kashmir 
issue." The paper chastised the Prime 
Minister for making his an¬ 
nouncement on foreign soil. It then 
warned of the "incalculably unset¬ 
tling consequences of such ill-con¬ 
ceived actions". 

IX. The Way Out 

T he security environment as 
created by the Kashmir tangle cer¬ 
tainly needs to be re-shaped. The 
proxy war in Kashmir in fact poses a 
grave danger to peace and cordiality 
all round. The political and 
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diplomatic measures taken by India 
so far have proved fruitless. Pakistan 
seems to care little for foreign 
criticism of its actions. The USA, 
Britain, France and other countries 
have all deplored the Islamabad's 
hostile tactics in the Valley. 

What then is the way out of the 
baffling situation for which the 
militants in Kashmir Valley, along 
with their supporters in Pakistan and 
Aznd Kti^lwu), are wholly respon¬ 
sible? While the efforts to bring pres¬ 
sure on Pakistan to stop active 
support to terrorists in J & K and Pun¬ 
jab must continue, suggestions have 
been made by certain experts and ob¬ 
servers of the scene, including some 
Indians, that in at least one resptxrt an 
initiative can be taken by New Delhi. 
This relates to a sizable cuts in the 
military forces Projx^sals could be 
made for reduction in the military' 
power of both sides without en¬ 
dangering the security ot either State. 
The ntvd is tor bilateral agrt'ements 
Some time ago Pakistan itself ex¬ 
pressed willingness for reducing the 
military forces on both sides on an 
agreed basis But there were differen¬ 
ces on the details. The tank strength, 
the light and heavy pieces ot artillery, 
armoured infantry, fighting vehicles, 
combat aircraft and amied helicop¬ 
ters could all be curtailed. For nuclear 
stability an international conference 
could be arranged. 1 he agreement on 
non-attack of each other's nuclear 
facilities should be brought into force 
without further formalities and sanc¬ 
tions. 

Both sides agree that a war 
would never solve any problem, it is 
not an acceptable option. And yet the 
two countries maintain fairly strong 
armies, obviously to serve the pur- 

f >c»se of deterrence Ironically, both 
ndia and Pakistan arc currently 
facing a severe resources crunch but 
they regard the substantial expendi¬ 
ture on defence forces in Kashmir as 
unavoidable. They should make a 
virtue of necessity and reduce their 
force levels to reasonable and 
economical levels to promote the 
prospects of peace. 

Clear confirmation ot this assess¬ 
ment came on March 2 this year 
through observations made by Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao in the 


course of an interview to a Bombay 
fortnightly, "Onlooker". He stated 
that Pakistan's support to terrorists 
and secessionist forces in Jammu ahd 
Kashmir "is a hindrance to improve¬ 
ment in relations between the two 
countries". He hoped that Pakistan 
would realise this fact and work 
towards creating the right climate for 
elimination of tensions. 

A notable feature of the current 
situation is the firm attitude of the 
Nawaz Sharif Government for check¬ 
ing the hostile moves being planned 
by the Jammu and Kashmir Libera¬ 
tion Front, and also to some extent by 
the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir aa- 
ministration which declared on 
February 29 that it is keeping a strict 
vigil on the activities of tne JKLF. He 
contended that the JKLF was trying 
to divert the attention of the people 
from the "struggle" of the Kashmiris 
but the people could no longer be 
"hoodwinked" by it. Criticising the 
remarks ot the JKLF against Pakistan, 
the spokesman of the Aznd Kashmir 
said the Front was now attempting to 
win the sympathies of the people and 
cover up its "subversive activities" 
by observing hunger-strikes. 

Meanwhile the JKLF chief af¬ 
firmed on March 1 that his group 
"would not budge from its plan to 
cross the Line of Control" and it is 
ready to face any eventuality. From 
the February 11 effort, which proved 
abortive, the date was changed to 
March 30, and if that schedule proved 
abortive, another date would probab¬ 
ly be fixed for the purpose. He 
charged the Nawaz Sharif Govern¬ 
ment with having an "ill-conceived 
policy on Kashmir issue". Reunifica¬ 
tion of both parts of Kashmir would 
bo "achieved sooner or later". Ac¬ 
cording to him, Islamabad had failed 
to project the Kashmiris' cause befit- 
tingly. 

Thus, by sheer coincidence, the 
aim of the Indian authorities, the Is¬ 
lamabad Government and the "Azad 
Kashmir" administration is the same 
for the moment—to check the JKLF 
leader's manoeuvre. But the cause of 
tensions remains and India has to be 
on her guard. The attitudes across the 
border may be hypocritical and 
their motives may be altogether dif¬ 
ferent. 
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Argumentative Questions on 
Sociai and Economic Problems 


SCIKNCK AND ENVIRONMENT 

Q. "Since scientific progress 
causes environmental degradation, 
the advancement of science should 
be halted or slowed down for the 
present." Do you accept this view? 
Give arguments For and Af^oinsf it. 

Ans. Prof M.G K. Mcitoii, foniicr 
Union Minn^hr for Science niul Tecltnol- 
ofiiiinuin loell known stcr/JrtVsfd 
the view (while innii^iiiroHn/f on internn- 
tioiuil seniinar on Environ men hil Hii>- 
toni of South mill South Enit Asm in 
New Delhi on Febrnnn/18) tiuit the root 
lanse of most of the environmental 
problems could be traced to scientific and 
technoloj^ical progress, increase in 
population and the corresponding in¬ 
crease III the utilisation of natural resour¬ 
ces. The historical roots of environmental 
issues was the central theme of the con¬ 
ference whuli xoas organised bp the Na¬ 
tional Institute of Science, Technology 
and Dei’clopment Studies and the Global 
Environment and Histori/ Unit of the 
University of Cambridge, U.K. There is 
much to be said for the i>iav expressed by 
Prof M.G K Menon, though the other 
side of the picture also calls for an impar¬ 
tial assessment. 

Arguments For the View 

1. The existence of man depends 
upon the environment in which he 
lives. If the environment is polluted 
and unhealthy, life would be gravely 
endangered and in due course be¬ 
come extinct. It is no wonder that 
much stress is now being laid on the 
maintenance of the environment. In 
many countries, especially the ad¬ 
vanced ones, there is a separate min¬ 
istry or department of environment. 
This indicates that much importance 
is being given to this matter. India 


also has a Ministry of Environment. 

2. Science has given mankind 
several devices for the exploitation of 
natural resources and it is this ex¬ 
ploitation that has led to destruction 
of natural wealth and has gradually 
eroded our precious assets. Some of 
these assets cannot be replaced. 

3. No one can deny that it is in¬ 
dustrial advancement that has 
caused much of the pollution in 
western countries. The USA is an out¬ 
standing example. The noise, the 
smoke, the rapid reduction in the 
quantum of oxygen and the increase 
in the harmful gases such as carbon 
dioxide. In countries where industry 
has not made much progress and the 
causes of pollution of the atmosphere 
are fewer, the span of human life is 
bound to be longer. 

4. Environment refers to those 
natural things that surround us—the 
essentials to sustain human life, such 
as the earth's atmosphere, healthy air 
and drinkable water. Wild animals, 
forests and the rich natural diversity 
of the planet also help sustain life. All 
these natural resources arc being 
gradually destroyed by scientific 
devices and by the establishment of 
industrial enterprises. 

5. The ecological crisis has also 
been caused by the modem means of 
energy-consuming means of 
transport, such as motor-cars. 
Nature's precious balance is being 
gravely upset. We can help in restor¬ 
ing it by halting or slowing down the 
establishment of industrial enter¬ 
prises. Some industrial progress has 
to be made but rapid advancement 
and the fantastic increase in petrol- 
run transport, oil-run machines and 


the smoke, visible Snd non-visible, 
are endangering human survival. 
Measures must be taken to check the 
pollution as far as possible. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. It is through industry that 
mankind has made rapid progress. It 
would be folly to halt or slow down 
industrial progress. We would in ef¬ 
fect be slowing down human 
development. Industrial progress in 
many cases helps to make human life 
easier and more comfortable. Should 
we end human progress simply be¬ 
cause factories and other industrial 
establishments also produce smoke, 
ash and other waste material? 

2. We should instead promote 
clean industries that is, industries 
which do not pollute the atmosphere 
and which do not endanger human 
life in any way. It is the "unclean in¬ 
dustry" that should be discouraged, 
not industrial units in general. 

3. Already, the Government of 
India and the governments in other 
countries give permission for only 
those industrial plants which do not 
pollute the atmosphere and which 
take anti-pollution measures in some 
form or other. Industries which pose 
hazards to human life, directly or in¬ 
directly, are being proceeded against. 
So the right course is being adopted 
and in due course the harmful effects 
of ill-planned industrial develop¬ 
ment would be effectively checked— 
unless there is a slackening of the 
efforts in that direction. 

4. The Union Minister of State 
for Environmdht and Forests, Mr 
Kamal Nath, inaugurating a con¬ 
ference organised by the Centre for 
Science and Environment in Delhi 
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called for the establishment of a 
World Environment Court similar to 
the International Court of Justice at 
the Hague. A plea has been made for 
banning the manufacture of environ¬ 
mentally hazardous chemicals in 
every country. Thus the requisite 
awareness of the dangers ahead has 
already come about The ASEAN 
group adopted on February 18 this 
year, the Singapore resolution on En¬ 
vironment and Development besides 
taking a common stand on the 
forthcoming U.N. Conference due to 
be held in Brazil in June. 

~~RIGHTTO WORK NOT YET 

Q. The Government of India 
has reportedly shelved the schemes 
for ensuring the Right to Work and 
Employment Cuaranteee schemes. 
Do you regard this decision as cor¬ 
rect? Give reasons For and A^^aiUbt 
this action. 

Ans. are comittiom of'nyaal 

life without which man canupt he at his 
hcbt or ^ive of his> best, theya're needed for 
adequate development and expression of 
one's personality They are opportunities 
the absence of which deprive man of 
somcthini;* essential No State can afford 
to i;^noie the ri^ht to work, though few 
States outside the former Soviet Union 
legally recognised this right. 

Aiguments in Fawur of Decision 

1. The scheme for granting the 
right to work and guarantee employ¬ 
ment to all physically fit people was 
drawn up in earnestness by the V.P. 
Singh regime in 1990 and endorsed 
with some modifications by Mr 
Chandra Shekhar when he was the 
Prime Minister. Suggestions to pur¬ 
sue this right were made by earlier 
regimes also. But each time the 
scheme was deferred because it was 
found impracticable. Both schemes 
have been put in cold storage again 
for a decade or so, until conditions 
are created for making the right to 
work a Fundamental Right. The con¬ 
ditions at present are far from being 
suitable for ensuring this right. 

2 . Besides the unsuitable condi¬ 
tions in general, there are the finan¬ 


cial constraints. The country is al¬ 
ready in the midst of a major financial 
crisis. The resources crunch is indeed 
formidable. A few years ago the cost 
of making the right to work legal and 
guaranteeing this right to employ¬ 
ment to everyone was estimated at Rs 
13,000 crore. Since the population has 
increased since then, the amount of 
money needed would be still more. 
This factor alone would rule out the 
grant of this "right". 

3. Then there are the legal com¬ 
plications. There would be suits 
galore; everyone who is unable to 
secure a suitable job would probably 
like to file a suit in a court against the 
State for the latter's failure to provide 
him with a job. In fact, declaring the 
right to work as a fundamental right 
would lead to endless legal 
problems. There would be frequent 
resort by unemployed people to Ar¬ 
ticle 32 of the Constitution. The back¬ 
log of unemployment was recently 
put at over 5,153 million person days 
(3,229 million in rural areas and 1924 
million in urban areas). The popula¬ 
tion is continuously increasing; so the 
grant of this "right" is obviously im¬ 
possible. 

4. There would also be endless 
differences and claims about the 
salaries and grades granted to each 
person, man or woman. The 
claimants would be so many and the 
resources so limited that a good part 
of the Government's funds would 
have to be spent on preparing the 
legal cases to counter the claims. 
Moreover, unemployment is likely to 
increase with the passage of years as 
a result of automation and 
mechanisation of factory and farm 
operations. A good part of the avail¬ 
able funds would have to be spent on 
paying compensation to people 
rendered jobless as a result of moder¬ 
nisation and upgradation of technol¬ 
ogy- 

Arguments Against the Decision 

1. The right to work is implicit in 
the right to life which is recognised as 
a fundamental right under the Con¬ 
stitution. In a rationally organised 
society man must live on the reward 


of his labour. Society should provide 
him with facilities to perform his 
functions and earn his living in order 
to maintain his life. If the State fails to 
provide him with such facility and 
opportunity, it in effect deprives him 
of all the means that make possible 
the realisation and development of 
his personality. 

2. A struggling and starving 
man or woman is admittedly a bur¬ 
den to society and a social handicap. 
Of what use are all the high-soundu\g 
assertions about a "welfare State” 
and ambitious social legislation if 
millions of people are jobless and 
have to starve? 

3. Unemployment insuarance, 
which has been, and is being, tried at 
several places has not been found as • 
beneficial and as practicable as it was 
expected to be. This again involves a 
substantial outlay of money. The 
employers are disinclined to con¬ 
tribute to funds to meet such contin¬ 
gencies. The employees and others 
directly or indirectly concerned are 
not in a position to contribute to the 
fund which it would be necessary to 
create for this purpose. 

4. Although at present the right 
to work is not included in the Fun¬ 
damental Rights in the Constitution, 
it is provided for in the Directive 
Principles of State Policy. Under Ar¬ 
ticle 39(a) of the Constitution the 
State is required to direct its policies 
towards ensuring that the citizens do 
get the right to adequate m^ns of 
livelihood. Besides, Art. 41 indirectly 
provides the right to work when it 
lays down that the State shall, within 
the limits of its economic capacity , 
and development, make effective | 
provisions for securing the right to 
work, to education and to public as¬ 
sistance in case of unemployment, 
sickness and disablement and in 
other cases of undeserved want. So 
the State is failing in its constitutional 
obligation when it does not ensure 
the right to work. 

GOOD-BVETONON- 
_ ALIGNMENT _ 

Q. India's new defence ties 
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with several countries indicates that 
this country's traditional policy of 
non-alignment is being discarded. 
Give arguments For and A}iaiii>l this 
view. 

Ans. The of luvi-nliyniiiciil 
which India pioneered, put sued and 
propagated for sei>eral years, notably 
under the ^itidanec of faioahailal Nehru, 
implied that tliifi countty would keep 
away from fHnoer bhu s and nultlary nl 
liaiua. It earnestly folhnocd an inde¬ 
pendent policy. Bid in recent inonths, 
especially since the a<suniption of office 
by a Coiiyress mniistiy under the leader¬ 
ship of Mr Narastinha Rao, India's 
niilitan/ isolationism has ended. Will the 
new policy briii);’ us benefits even though 
it marks a deination from past practices 
and coiniiiitinents? 

Arguments For the View 

1. For many years the USA was 
regarded as a mighty western power, 
leader of the West's military alliance 
and a strong opponent of the Third 
World, especially of the non-aligned 
countries. But during the past year or 
so, India has come closer to 
Washington and has even established 
provisional military ties. Both have 
tried to promote defence coopera¬ 
tion, marking a notable change in 
perception and practice. 

2. The first meeting of the Joint 
Indo-US Army Steering Council took 
place in the third week of January, 
1992, as part of a new sustained 
military interaction between the In¬ 
dian Army and the US Army. Similar 
interaction is expected to tegin be¬ 
tween the two Navies and the Air 
Forces of the two countries. Both 
India and the US have agreed to 
facilitate communication at sea. Joint 
naval exercises are also being con¬ 
sidered. Such exercises are unlikely 
to materialise in the near future. But 
the very fact that this has been dis¬ 
cussed shows the way the wind is 
blowing. 

3. In recognition of the new 
realities, Britain has also expressed 
willingness to return to earlier levels 
of military interaction with India. 
This became evident during the 


recent visit of the British Foreign 
Secretary, Mr Douglas Hurd, to New 
Delhi. Such military interaction was 
unthinkable a few years ago. 

4. France and India are also con¬ 
sidering military interaction between 
the two countries. This interaction 
may include joint naval manoeuvres. 
Several regional powers are showing 
similar interc'st. Australia had led the 
campaign against India's naval 
build-up in the 198()s. But it is now 
reported to be kc'en on initial naval 
cooperation. In November, 19^)1, In¬ 
dian and Australian navies under¬ 
took a joint exercise, though on a 
limited scale. Some ASEAN members 
are also stated to be willing to estab¬ 
lish military cooperation with India. 
Kuwait is report^ to have expressed 
intcre,st in Indian military equipment 
as well as cooperation in arranging 
military training. 

5. The Indian Defence Minister 
has announced the opening up of In¬ 
dian military establishments to wide- 
ranging external interaction; this is 
likely to bear fruit. 

Arguments the View 

1. The Government of India has 
repeatedly as.scrted that ours is still a 
non-aligned country. This country 
has not joincxl any military alliance. 
The mere establishment of friendly 
ties and the efforts to set up 
machinery for sale and purchase of 
military equipment or provide train¬ 
ing facilities does not imply a break 
from the policy of non-alignment. 
Such arrangements existed even a 
decade ago. 

2. Even closer military and other 
ties were established with the Soviet 
Union through the Indo-Soviet 
Treaty of Friendship and Coopera¬ 
tion, 1971. But the signing of that 20- 
year treaty was not regarded as a 
violation of the 1971 treaty. Then why 
are mere friendly approaches and 
oral assurances of cooperation in 
various arenas regarded as devia¬ 
tions from the non-alignment policy. 

3. It must be kept in mind that 
the USA, France, Britain or any other 
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country is not interested in a specific 
and full-fledged military alliance of 
the type which became all too 
familiar in the Cold War years. The 
offers of cooperation by foreign 
countries, including the USA, Britain, 
France and Australia, are of a very 
limited nature and it would be wrong 
to exaggerate them or to misinterpret 
them. 

4. In view of the recurring ten¬ 
sions on the India-Pllkistan border 
and the possibility of clashes on the 
India-China border despite the recent 
gestures of friendship and the as¬ 
surances, the Government of India is 
fully ju.stified in promoting cordial 
ties with all naval and other powers 
with a view to gaining experience 
and safeguarding our country. In fact, 
the primary orientation of Indian 
armed forces is the defence of our 
borders—and rightly so. 

5. This country, like others, must 
keep in mind its strategic interests 
and not stick slavishly to obsolete, 
outdated concepts, though the policy 
of non-alignment in principle and as 
readjusted to the post Cold-War 
situation has to be adhered to. This 
policy was not sacrificed when India 
undertook operations in Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives in the late 1980s. 
These operations did draw attention 
to this country's military capabilities. 
Even at that time India participated 
in several international peace-keep¬ 
ing operations under the UN flag in 
the context of the intense East-West 
ideological, political and military 
struggles. But India's international 
military profile through the peace¬ 
keeping operations was naturally 
restricted. The non-alignment policy 
opened only limited possibilities for 
the Indian armed forces for even 
professional interaction with other 
services in the world. Jawaharlal 
Nehru did not see the British and 
Commonwealth links as contradic¬ 
tions to the much acclaimed policy of 
non-alignment. The Indian Navy 
used to participate on a small scale in 
the joint exercises off Trincomalee 
along with British and Common¬ 
wealth forces until the mid-1960s. 
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Economy in 1992 

Q. 'The Indian economy could 
be the miracle story of the nineties" 
(IBRD). Do you share this predic¬ 
tion? 

Ans. The International Bank of 
Re-construction and Development 
(IBRD) has predicted 1992 as another 
difficult year for the developing na¬ 
tions but has singled out India as one 
destined to be a miracle, thanks to the 
"bold" i*conomic reforms which the 
present Congress government under 
the stew'ardship of Prime Minister 
PV. Narasimha Rao initiated in )uly 
last. These reforms have already 
started yielding visible results but the 
next twelve months will, according to 
the Union Finance Minister, Dr Man- 
mohan Singh, be difficult. 

Briefly, the economic reforms— 
sale of gold, loans against gold, 
devaluation of rupee, liberalisation ot 
trade and industries, privatisation 
and an incredible loan from the Inter¬ 
national Fund—aim at a credible 
stabilisation programme and re¬ 
structuring of the debt-ridden "fos¬ 
silised" economy. 

As a result, India has regained 
international confidence; foreign 
private investment prospects have 
brightened; globalisation of in¬ 
dustries and competitiveness are 
\’ery much in evidence. But that is far 
from being enough. Much more is 
needed if the benefits of the macro- 
economic adjustments are not to be 
frittered away. 

The Finance Minister has re¬ 
iterated the warning that the budget 
for 1992-93 will be tougher. The IMF 
gave India loans in 1991-92 worth 
millions of dollars and is disposed to 
consider favourably more long-term 
loans under the Extended Fund 
Facility scheme, subject to certain 
conditionalities. India has to reduce 
the fiscal deficit from 8.4 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) in 
1990-91 to 6.5 per cent of GDP in 


1991-92 and further to 5 per cent of 
GDP in 1992-93 and to 4 per cent of 
GDP in the following year. This 
would call for a drastic reduction in 
the growth of the public expenditure 
and whopping increase in govern¬ 
ment revenues 

Tax revenues, it is felt, have limits 
and cannot be raised easily. More 
revenues have to come from higher 
growth, not through hike in ad¬ 
ministered prices and higher tax 
rates. It may be pointed out that for 
higher growth emphasis has to be on 
improving efficiency in terms of in- 
i reast'd prixluctivity, production and 
quality ot products. This may need 
more capital investment, but more 
than that modern technology. 

Professor R.|. Ghelliah is of the 
view that the emphasis should not be 
merely on raising more resources but 
on adjustment of expenditure. The 
government has already decided to 
abolish loot) posts above the ranks of 
joint secretary. (As the Press reports 
go, the Centre proposes to wind up 
the F(.x>d PrcKessing Ministry "very 
soon" in pursuance of the Prime 
Minister's desire to prune the mini¬ 
stries to rcxluce expenditure of a non- 
development nature). While 
retrenchment of surplus staff may ag- 
gravale unemployment leading to 
social unrest, new recruitment may 
be stopped. This would virtually 
amount to zero employment genera¬ 
tion—the very negation of the goals 
of economic development. 

Prof Chelliah suggests reduction 
in government's past debts through 
buying up the public debt in the 
market with the money from the sale 
of equity and confiscated gold. The 
amount of debt that could be got rid 
of is estimated at Rs twenty thousand 
to Rs thirty thousand crore. Cor¬ 
respondingly, the interest burden 
would be r^uoed. 

The government has decided on 
20 per cent disinvestment of the 




f 

f 


public sector undertakings in order 
to raise resources. It has, however, 
not spelt out the exit policy in respect 
of the sick units. In its al^nce, it is 
faced with the labour problems. As a 
first step, the government has set up 
a National Renewal Fund with a cor¬ 
pus of Rs 200 crore (likely to be in¬ 
creased, if necessary) to provide 
retrenchment benefits of re-training 
or re-deployment of workers of 50 
chronically sick PSEs. The financing 
will be done till the end of the fiscal 
year 1992-93. The success of this 
measure of "privatisation" will 
depend on successful tackling of the 
problem of labour affected in the 
public as well as the private enter¬ 
prises. 

Reduction or abolition of sub¬ 
sidies on food, fertilisers, exports and 
withdrawal of "hidden" subsidies is 
also resorted to in a bid to cut the 
non-plan expenditure. Whatever the 
rationale, the exercise to cut subsidies 
has evoked widespread resentjnent 
and dissension, even among the 
Union ministers. Dr Singh had, per¬ 
force, to backtrack on subsidy cuts on 
fertilisers. Will he now make another 
attempt to slash down various sub¬ 
sidies to achieve a lower deficit in the 
next year's (1992-93/1993-94) budget 
as promised to the IMF? If this were 
not done as a part of the sweeping 
economic reforms, the country will 
face a dismal future. It may be 
recalled that deficit financing in 1991- 
92 has already hit a record level of Rs 
14,700 crore in mid-January, 1992 
which is far higher than the limit of 
Rs8,700 crore agreed to with the IMF 
for March end, 1992. The resultant 
excessive money supply is fuelling 
inflation. 

In a desperate bid to hit the tar- 
getted fiscal deficit for 1991-92 
budget, the plan allocation for 
development for 1991-92 has been 
whittled down by a margin of Rs 500 
crore. This might affect the major 
welfare projects such as Jawahar Roz- 
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% gar Yojna, the rural drinking water 
p^rogramme and the Integratt^ Rural 
' Development Programme (IRDP). 
, This is the "unkindest cut": It cannot 
be excused to reach the goal of lower 
^ fiscal deficit. If the government's 
reforms package is to succeed, it must 
not cut the anti-poverty or minimum 
^ needs programme. 

Equity participation, not debt; 
free-market economy, not a rigidly 
controlled and over-regulated 
economy; open door policy for direct 
foreign investment and competition, 
not oligopolistic market are the 
salient features of the economic 
reforms now under way. The 
economic policies of the past are on 
the way out and the new ones are in 
place. The old order changeth. More 
reforms are in the offing c.g. financial 
institutions. It is going to be a con¬ 
tinuing process. The Prime Minister 
asserted at Davos (Switzerland) that 
the reforms will not only be con¬ 
tinued but accelerated. There is no 
question of making a retreat from the 
new path delineated by the nation, he 
assured to the World Economic 
Forum where businessmen had as¬ 
sembled. 

There has been little impact of the 
economic reforms on the people. 
Their effects will be felt after 2-3 
years. With the first phase over, the 
reforms enter now phase II. The 
government has to fulfil the promises 
made to the IMF and the World Bank. 
Notably, it has to squeeze the fiscal 
deficit to 5 per cent of GDP in the 
1992-93 budget and maintain, at the 
same time, a growth rate of four per 
cent. A formidable challenge! 

Equally important is the pace of 
implementation of the reforms. A go- 
slow approach or any back-tracking 
on reforms will mean disaster for the 
economy according to Dr Singh. On 
the other hand, many politicians (in¬ 
cluding some Union ministers) and 
bureaucrats think that the people 
should not be steam-rolled with such 
radical changes. The industrial sector 
has already slipped into a recession; 
the exports are on the down-swing 
and the prices are sky-rocketing. The 
government has decided to trim the 
size of the bureaucracy. 

The way out? The government 


should maintain 4 per cent growth 
rate; control prices; step up employ¬ 
ment and keep fiscal deficit and cur¬ 
rent account deficit very low. People 
must be prevailed to reconcile to the 
new economic order which is emerg¬ 
ing, though gradually. It is a bitter pill 
but will have a curative effect on the 
ailing economy. 

Industrial Prospects Bleak? 

O' The Indian industries are in 
the throes of a recession. Trace its 
causes and suggest corrective 
measures. 

Ans. The industrial sector has 
entered the recessionary phase, going 
by the production trends during the 
eight months, April-November, 1991, 
in the manufacturing industries, 
notably automobiles, consumer 
durables, mill-made cloth, soda ash, 
petroleum oil/products and vanas- 
pati. The slow-growth trends are like¬ 
ly to affect other units also, if left 
unchecked. It may be addtxi that a 
recession is generally defined as a 
decline in production for two succes¬ 
sive quarters. 

Causes: The current recession¬ 
ary trends are a post-economic 
reforms phenomenon and so not 
quite unexpected. The Reserve Bank 
of India has predicted a 3-4 per cent 
growth rate for the fiscal year 1991-92 
and a lower growth rate m the fol¬ 
lowing year. The impending reces¬ 
sion is thus policy-induced and not a 
cyclical change. 

The genesis of economic crisis 
(1991) can be traced back to the mid- 
1980s. During the seventh five year 
plan, 1985-90, the expansionary fiscal 
and monetary policy led to an ac¬ 
celeration in demand for consumer 
durables and also for producers' 
giKxis. The public spending on plans 
and non-plan items {e.g. interest on 
past debts, defence, subsidies etc.) 
beyond the revenue resources led to 
fiscal deficits. The expenditure-in¬ 
come gap continued widening every 
year. To plug the gap, the govern¬ 
ment had to incur debts. 

The merchandise trade gap 
togetherwith the decline in net 
receipts from invisibles aggravated 
the negative growth of feweign trade 
which meant more external debt. The 


debt-service ratio went up and India 
has been down-gradeo in credit 
rating last year. The country lost in¬ 
ternational confidence and 
credibility as a boraiwer. No countiy 
or lending agency would stake acl- 
vancing loans to India. That was the 
state of economy on the eve of the 
package of reforms. 

In these circumstances, recourse 
to an IMF loan was inevitable. India 
has to pay for it a heavy price to abide 
by the conditionalities imposed by 
the Fund, namely implementing the 
re-structuring package consisting of 
rupee devaluation, reduction in fiscal 
deficit; tight money policy and 
liberalisation of trade and industrial 
policies. 

In the short run, rupee devalua¬ 
tion combined with import curbs 
(imposed by the RBI) have made im¬ 
ports costlier and short in supply; im¬ 
port-intensive goods are in short 
supply; hike in interest rate, high 
statutory liquidity ratio and cash 
reserve ratio have squeezed credit 
and money supply. All these 
measures have generated cost-push 
inflationary pressures and reduced 
production. Simultaneously, the 
demand contraction has occurred. 
Decline in production amidst infla¬ 
tion IS termed stagflation. 

Exports have not spurted, not¬ 
withstanding devaluation, and trade 
liberalisation. In fact, they have 
declined. The benefits from devalua¬ 
tion in terms of higher exports a re not 
in sight, thanks to faster infla¬ 
tion/stagflation. 

How to get out of the impasse? 
The answer is: improve productivity 
by investment in infra-structure and 
modern technology. Trade openness 
can help overcome the balance of 
trade crisis. The policies of restrictive 
credit and squeeze on money supply 
need to be replaced by expansionaiy 
fiscal and monetary policies. Unless 
this is done, the recession in growth 
will stay with us for 2-3 years. In the 
long run, however, growth in agricul¬ 
ture can help regain industrial 
recovery. Amculture has the poten¬ 
tial to earn foreign exchange through 
creating exportable surplus and 
reducing im^rts of food, raible oils, 
sugar etc. 
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The foUoiimg are aitsuvrs to the 
questions set in the Descriptive Paper set 
for the B.S.R.B. Lucknow (Probationary 
Officers) examination hehi recently. 

We thank Mr Inder Pal Singh of 
Neiv Delhi for sending us a copy of the 
qui'stion paper. 

Defence Expenditure 

Q. 1. Expenditure on defence 
should be reduced to give impetus 
to development activities in other 
areas. 

Give two arguments each in 
favour and against the view ex¬ 
pressed in the statement. 

Ans. The defence of a country is 
admittedly of the utmost importance 
and the highest priority is given to it. 
It is obvious that unless the safety 
and security of the country are ade¬ 
quately provided, neither n&nnal life 
nor economic prosperity can be en¬ 
sured through development. 

Arguments For the View 

1. In recent years, India's 
defence expend iture has been mount¬ 
ing. The annual provision under this 
head in the 1991-92 budget was put at 
Rs 16,350 crore as against Rs 15,750 
crore in the preceding year. This did 
not take into account the Rs 255 crore 
spent on the ministry itself nor the 
rising pension bill, pegged at Rs 1750 
crore for the year. The amount does 
not appear large when compared 
with the corresponding figures of 
prosperous Western countries, but 
India is a pcxir country and cannot 
afford a defence outlay of this order. 
When millions of people either have 
to starve or live on one meal a day, an 
amount of Rs 16,350 crore for defence 
is almost a luxury. Several develop¬ 
ment departments and programmes 
are starred of funds while there is 
waste and corruption in the Defence 
wing, 

2. Since the entire defence ex¬ 
penditure is treated as a sacred cow 


and a matter of the highest priority, 
few questions are asked in Parlia¬ 
ment about the details. We should 
also keep in mind that no neighbour¬ 
ing country is likely to pose a serious 
threat to the safety and integrity of 
this large country. India-China rela¬ 
tions have now become friendly, and 
Pakistan, regarded by many as a hos¬ 
tile neighbour, does not have suffi¬ 
cient military strength to be able to 
win a war against India, Islamabad 
has learnt bitter lessons from the pre¬ 
vious wars it fought against this 
country, especially those fought in 
1965 and 1971. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Defence of the country is a 
matter of the highest priority and no 
patriotic person can afford to play 
with it. Of what use are the invest¬ 
ments in various development 
projects if the country remains highly 
vulnerable and militarily weak and 
can be overrun by an aggressor at any 
time. To draw a parallel, of what use 
are apparel, buildings, educational, 
health and other facilities if life itself 
becomes extinct? All the expenditure 
that is incurred or proposed to be in¬ 
curred on social and economic 
development would be sheer waste if 
the country remains weak. 

2. The defence budget is not 
large in reality. We must take into ac¬ 
count the high degree of inflation 
which sharply emdes the value of 
money and as a result of which the 
actual funds available for military 
purposes is much smaller. There is 
also the fact that a gocxl part of the 
budget is accounted for by salaries, 
allowances and pensions. The money 
available for moden weapons and 
military equipment is in fact limited. 
Moreover, oDsolete weapons have 
necessarily to be replaced to keep 
them in working order whenever 
these are needcnl for national defence. 
The armed forces have to be constant¬ 
ly trained and familiarised with 


modern military hardware. We must 
not be declared guilty of betraying 
the country by future generation if 
the country is enslaved by foreigners. 
There is virtually no limit to an 
aggressor's ambitions for territorial 
expansion. India has to guard against 
all such eventualities. So there should 
not be any cuts in defence outlay. Im¬ 
petus should be given to develop¬ 
ment in other areas by other means. 

Mortal Man 

Q. 2. What would happen if 
man becomes immortal? 

Give at least three possible con¬ 
sequences if such a situation comes 
about? 

Ans. Almighty God has or¬ 
dained a relatively short span of life 
for man. Some people do wish to live 
a long life and even to become im¬ 
mortal, that is, they wish to live for 
ever. In fact, sadhus and saints strive 
for immortality and use every pos¬ 
sible means in a vain bid to attain this 
end. Saintly people are exceptions; 
they have no cares and worries or 
similar other problems in life. There 
would be several interesring conse¬ 
quences if man becomes immortal. 

One. At present, life is generally 
considered snort. Childhood, youth 
and adolescence are followed by old 
age and senility. Man knows that he 
IS destined to die sooner or later. He 
has several years of full activity, then 
lives through a period of virtual 
retirement. But all this will change 
when man lives on and on, without 
any sign of an end to one's existence. 
Presumably, old age will persist, 
which would hardly be conducive to 
health and happiness. The various 
stages of life will continue for ever 
and, in all probability, life itself will 
become dull and full of sheer 
boredom. 

The enjoyment part will go out; 
instead there would be fatigue, 
gloom and, possibly, a desire to ler- 
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minate existence after some decades. 
This would be especially so when ill¬ 
ness comes and a person remain.s in 
indifferent health year after year Of 
what use is existence when one is 
constantly ailing? Life would become 
a great burden, especially when the 
person and his family are poor and 
have no or inadequate means of sub¬ 
sistence. Saint Bernard, m a mood of 
despondency said: "It is a misery to 
be bom and a pain to live, a trouble to 
die.” It all depends on the cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Two. This world will have mil¬ 
lions and millions of people, for 
everyone will remain alive and will 
never die. If there are numerous 
births and no deaths, before long 
there would not be enough space for 
all the people. How will the world go 
on if no one d ies? There would not be 
enough food, shelter and land for all 
the people, young and old. Tliere 
might be no retirement from service 
or business. Nor would there be work 
enough for everyone. After all, there 
is a limit to everything. There should 
be endless resources when life be¬ 
comes endless. 

Three. The criminals, the dacoits 
and the latest menace—the ter¬ 
rorists—will go on ceaselessly with 
their nefarious activity for ever and 
ever—altogether a dismal, heart¬ 
breaking scenario. The only persons 
who would be happy and useful to 
humanity at large would be those 
who regard life as a mission, a period 
of service to fellow men. Those who 
deem it their duty to make others 
happy would have endless time to 
spread joy and happiness. If this 
category of people are in a majority, 
the world would be a happy place to 
live in. 

The Democratic Pattern 

Q. 3. More and more countries 
ate accepting the democratic pattern 
of Government. 

Give at least three reasons for 
the occurrence of this phenomenon. 

Ans. Democracy means power 
of the people; a democratic structure 
is one in which the people are 
supreme and where there is equality 
as far as it is po.-,sjble. Dicey defined 
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democracy as that form of govern¬ 
ment in which the governing body is 
a comparatively large fraction of the 
entire nation. Thus, in a democratic 
form the ruling power of the State is 
largely vested in the members of the 
community as a whole. 

The following are among -the 
reasons for occurrence of the 
phenomenon- 

One. Since the people, through 
their representatives, enjoy all the 
power, they prefer this pattern of 
governmental structure to every 
other system. Where there is 
autocracy and authoritarianism, 
there are bound to be arbitrary 
decisions which often imply injustice 
and inequality. 

Two. A democracy allows every 
qualified citizen to express an 
opinion on affairs of the State. Of 
course each and every citizen can¬ 
not—and in fact should not—have a 
say in the administration. For in¬ 
stance, lunatics, criminals and 
children do not have the same rights 
as adults. So, whenever we speak of 
the will of the jaeople we actually 
mean the will of the majority and it is 
the will of the majority that matters. 
Since that is so, the people prefer the 
democratic structure of government, 
not an aristocracy, oligarchy or a 
monarchy. 

Three. A truly democratic society 
is a society of frre, equal, active and 
intelligent citizens, each man or 
woman choosing his or her own way 
of life and letting others to choose 
theirs. Tolerance and goodwill be¬ 
come the norms. Ideally, the brother¬ 
hood of man is the basis of 
democratic society. A democratic 
society is supposed to be free of ine¬ 
qualities and injustices. There are o|;>- 
portunities for all the people. Of 
course talent and merit count; 
everyone cannot have the same type 
of job and the same level of emolu¬ 
ments. But the opportunity is there 
for all. Social, economic and political 
justice is constantly sought and 
generally ensured. 

Employment Generation 

Q. 4. Various Government 
schemes for employment genera¬ 
tion in rural areas are not hearing 
fruit. Explain the reasons for this 


situation. 

Ans. It is indeed ironical that, 
despite the laige amounts of money 
allocated for the series of schemes 
designed to generate employment in 
rural areas where millions of people 
remain jobless or are only partially 
employed, the ambitious schemes 
have borne little fruit. There are 
several reasons for this dismal se¬ 
quel. 

One. The various employment 
schemes are drawri^up at the top 
without adequate consultations with 
the people in the villages who are 
directly concerned. The bureaucrats 
do not adequately understand the 
rural folks' attitudes and problems. 
Schemes prepared in New Delhi by 
officials suffer from this initial hand¬ 
icap, whatever the amount sanc¬ 
tioned for them. Some examples are 
the Rural Youth Training for Self- 
employment, Rural Landless Employ¬ 
ment Guarantee ProCTamme, National 
Rural Employment Programme. 

Two. There is corruption at every 
level. A few years ago, the late Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi himself con¬ 
ceded that less than 14 paise in the 
rupee are actually spent for the 
benefit of the people; the rest of the 
sanctioned grant or allocation just 
"disappears". There are so many 
greedy, selfish intermediaries that the 
schemes and projects, even the most 
ambitious and well-thought-out 
ones, make little impact on the over¬ 
all situation. There is considerable ex¬ 
ploitation by landowners. The 
unemployed villagers watch the 
phenomenon helplessly. Unemploy¬ 
ment is the bane of rural and also, to 
a smaller extent, urban India. 

Three. To cap it all, there is the 
highly deplorable and the apparently 
endless inefficiency. Most of the 
functionaries who are entrusted with 
the implementation of the Govern¬ 
ment schemes are grossly inefficient, 
and they are indifferent too. To make 
matters worse, there are frauds, in¬ 
cluding "cooking" of data and of the 
so-calira "achievements". These in¬ 
flated figures are wholly misleading 
and highly deceptive. When the vary 
basis and the overall assessment are 
wrong, how can the results be satis¬ 
factory and fnlltful? Besides, many of 
the senemes are over-ambitious and 
not practicable. 
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Tax Concessions in 
1992-93 Budget 

W IDESPREAD reliefs in income 
l.i\, including the raising of the 
e\em}ition limit from Rs 22,000 to Rs 
28,(K)0, cuts in tax slabs with a maxi¬ 
mum of 40'/i, a Rs 1400-a-year 
presumptive tax on traders, 
u'lthdrawa! ot tax deduction at 
source on bank deposits, 7‘’/< increase 
in defence expenditure aresimong the 
mam features ot the 1992-93 budget, 
lotal receipts. Rs 113,698 crore; Non¬ 
plan expenditure—Rs 84,475 crore; 
plan expenditure—Rs 34,612 crore; 
Total expenditure—Rs 119,087 crore. 

At a Glance: Personal income-tax 
exemption limit rai.sed from Rs 
22,000 to Rs 28,(K)0. Three slabs of 
income tax proposcxl Entry point at 
20 per cent applicable to incomes ot 
Rs 50,OCX). Thirty per cent for incomes 
of Rs 1 lakh, anci 40 per cent for in¬ 
comes of above Rs 1 lakh. Govern¬ 
ment to retain surcharge of 12 per 
cent for one more year, payable by 
those whose income exceeds Rs 1 
lakh. Exemption from income tax for 
mutual funds of both public and 
private sector firms recognised by the 
securities and Exchange Board. Es¬ 
sential items like tea, coffee, sugar, 
matches and kerosene and vanaspati 
fully exempted from special excise 
duty which is being levied at present 
at tne rate of 10 per cent of the basic 
excise. Excise duty on cement in¬ 
creased from Rs 215 to Rs 290 per 
tonne. Excise duty on cement 
produced in mini plants increased 
from Rs 90 to Rs 160 per tonne. Excise 


j duty on cigarettes and light commer¬ 
cial vehicles up 

Excise duty on all cigarettes ex¬ 
cept non-filter cigarettes ot less than 
60 mm m length rai.sed by Rs 30 to Rs 
100 per thousand depending on the 
length. Wealth tax limit hiked to Rs 15 
lakh. 

Presumptive tax of Rs 1,400 to be 
introdueexi to oner new taxpayers 
like shopkeepers and retailers whose 
annual turnover is below Rs 5 lakh 
For playwrights, actors, musicians, 
sportsmen and authors tax rebate in¬ 
creased from 20 per cent to 25 per 
cent. Tax incentives to working 
women. Tax rebate of 10 per cent on 
net tax liability for those above 65 
years of age and whose annual in¬ 
come does not exceed Rs .50,000. Duty 
on watches increascxi from 5 per cent 
to 10 per cent Tax deduction at 
source on term deposits in banks to 
be withdrawn 

Import of glazed newsprint, 
which attracts a duty of Rs 550 per 
tonne, now fully exempted from 
duty. 

15 per cent ad I'alorcm import 
duty on gold upto 5 kg payable in 
convertible foreign currency It 
amounts to Rs 450 per 10 gm of gold. 
Excise duty on two wheelers and 
motor-cycles to l>e rationalised. Two 
wheelers with engine capacity of 75 
cc to attract 15 per cent, above 75 cc to 
attract 25 per cent excise duty. 

Excise duty on paints increased 
from existing levels of 15 percent and 
30 per cent to 20 per cent and .35 per 
cent respectively. All cooperative 


sticieties, including urban develop¬ 
ment banks, to be exempted from the 
purview of expenditure tax. The levy 
imposed on air-conditioned res¬ 
taurants last year to be withdrawn. 
To help film industiy, import duty on 
unexposed colour films reduced by 
20 per cent. 

Overall budget deficit is es¬ 
timated at Rs 5,389 crore for the year 
1992-93 and fiscal deficit at Rs 34,408 
crore. Drastic cut in duty on capital 
goods for energy sector, import duty 
on specified pesticides and inter¬ 
mediates down, full exemption to 
.setxis for vegetables, pulses, oilseeds, 
flowers, etc. Duty on moped tyres 
reduced from Rs 30 to Rs 25 per lyre. 
Existing specific rates of duty on 
tyres, tubes and flaps to be revised 
upwards. 

Defence Outlay; The defence 
outlay for 1992-93 at Rs 17,500 crore 
marks an increase of Rs 1,150 crore 
over the estimates of 1991-92. Taking 
into account the 12 per cent rate of 
inflation and the effect of devaluation 
of the rupee, in real terms the next 
financial year's budget shows a 
decline. 

The Army has been allocated Rs 
8,937,23 crore which is an increase of 
Rs 438.16 crore over the revised es¬ 
timates for 1991-92. The Air Force 
with a budget allocation of Rs 
2,526.50 crore for 1992-93 shows an 
increase of Rs 117.50 crore over the 
revised estimates for 1991-92. The 
Navy's allocation of Rs. 1,020.05 crore 
shows a marginal increase of Rs 54.21 
ewre over the revised estimates. 

The capital outlay on defence ser¬ 
vices at Rs 5,340.89 crore shows an 
increase of Rs 463.49 crore over the 
revised estimates of Rs 4,877.40 crore 
for 1991-92. 

The defence pensions with an al¬ 
location of Rs 2,119.67 crore which 
shows an increase of Rs 280 crore 
over the revised estimates of Rs 
1,839.67 crore for 1991-92 covers the 
pension for retired personnel, their 
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gratuity and gallantry awards. 

' Th«'Ministry of Defence has been 

allocated Rs 1,616.52 crore, which is 
an increase of Ks 207.61 crore over the 
revised estimates. 


Rail Budaet: Sharp 
Hike in Pares 

large amount of Rs 1,366 crore of 
additional revenue was 
roposed to be rai.sed in the Railway 
udget for l‘»2-93 through 
widespread but moderate increases 
in freight and fare rates. First class 
and AC fares will cost 20 per cent 
more and the freight rates for all com¬ 
modities, barring 15 essential items, 
vyill go up by 7 5 per cent. Second 
class travel will also cost more, but 
the increase will be a maximum of Rs 
5 for ordinary trains and Rs 25 for 
express and mail trains. 

Presenting the Rs 563.54-crore 
surplus budget in the Lok Sabha, the 
Railway Minister, Mr C.K. Jaffer 
Sharief, proposed exemption for 15 
essential items from the freight hike 
and a lower four per cent increase in 
the freight rate for coal to contain in¬ 
flationary pressure on the economy. 

The brunt of the passenger fare 
hike would be borne by the upper 
class travellers with the fares for AC 
first class, AC sleeper, first class and 
AC chair car going up by 20 per cent 
for all distances. Fares for Rajdhani 
Express, New Delhi-Bombay AC Ex¬ 
press and Shatabdi Express trains are 
also to be increased suitably. 

The increase in freight rates, in 
effect would be more than 7.5 per 
cent as the Railway Minister has also 
proposed rationalisation in the clas¬ 
sification structure of different com¬ 
modities by raising the trainload, 
wagonload and "smalls" classifica¬ 
tion by one step. 

The following are notable fea¬ 
tures of the budget: Freight rates of all 
items, except 15 essential com¬ 
modities, up by 7.5 per cent and for 
coal by 4 dct cent; Minimum charge 
for fresh fruit and vegetables Rs 20 
and for parcels and luggage up from 
Rs 17 to 30. Minimum tare for AC, 1st 
class, AC sleeper. First Class AC chair 
car up by 20 ^r cent for all distances; 
Fares for Rmdhani, Shatabdi, Delhi- 
Bombay AC express trains to be 
suitably increased; llnd Class Mail, 
Express fares up by Re one at the 


lowest distance slab, going upto Rs 
25 per ticket for distances beyond 
1,300 km, llnd class ordinary fares up 
by 50 paise per ticket in the lowest 
slab, going upto Rs 5 per ticket for 
beyond 250 Icm travel llnd class 
sleeper surcharge for 501 km to 1,(K)0 
km up from Rs 20 to Rs 25; Freight 
rates of essential commodities like 
foodgrains, pulses, salt, sugar, tea, 
fruit and vegetables, edible oils, 
kerosene, diesel, oilseeds, livestock 
and fodder. 

State of Economy 

T he annual economic survey tor 
1991-92, presented to Parliament 
on February 27, asserts that although 
the twin problems of balance of pay¬ 
ments and inflation have not been 
overcome, they are more 
"manageable" now. A considerably 
better economic performance is also 
within reach, provided policy direc¬ 
tions of the recent months are con¬ 
tinued. 

The survey acknowledges that 
the economic policies of the Govern¬ 
ment to tackle the immediate crisis 
have caused hardship to the people. 
"But the immediate options are 
limited", it points out, while a.ssuring 
that this does not mean giving up the 
vision of self-reliance. 

"Even if anyone wished to aban¬ 
don self-reliance, India is too large a 
country for the rest of the world to 
look after. There is thus no alternative 
to self-reliance", the survey says. 

For the fiscal year 1991-92, the 
survey estimates a modest growth in 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 
only 2.5 per cent, and admits that an 
industrial recession has set in, slow¬ 
ing down industrial investment. 

Since foreign direct investment 
would play only a minor role in com¬ 
parison to domestic investment, "the 
t7alance of payments problem would 
have to be resolved with our own 
resources and ingenuity". This, ac¬ 
cording to the survey, illustrates the 
'general proposition that there is no 
alternative to self-reliance. 

As for inflation, a policy of 
demand restraint was unavoidable to 
control inflation in the short run. But 
a more effective and durable way of 
stabilising prices in the long run 
would be to improve the supply 
response to price changes. 


Highlights: Modest growth in 
GDP of about 2.5 per cent; Inflation 
rate down to 11.8 per cent; Foreign 
exchange reserves touch $ 4.4 billion; 
good performance by infrastructure; 
agricultural growth static, at best 
negligible; negative growth in in¬ 
dustrial production; highest priority 
to balance of payments and contain¬ 
ing inflation; Calls for reduction of 
subsidies and elimination of open- 
ended cross-subsidisation; reduction 
of external support .to production 
enterprises to make them responsive 
to price and demand changes; four- 
point adjustment strategy to boost 
exports savings on the one hand, and 
the development of improved or¬ 
ganisational structures in agriculture 
and industry on the other. 

The current inflation has high¬ 
lighted the crucial role ot agriculture 
output; it has led not only to general 
inflation but also to a relatively faster 
rise in agricultural than in inau.strial 
prices. 

Worst year for Industry: The 
1991-92 financial year has proved to 
be the worst year on record in over a 
decade for Indian industry. Reeling 
under the multiple shocks of 
devaluaticm, import squeeve, spirall¬ 
ing cost of money, rising costs of im¬ 
ports and severe demand 
compression caused by inflation and 
a cutback in government expendi¬ 
ture. Industrial production has 
declined, for the first time since 1980- 
81. 

The industrial sector is likely to 
face recessionary pressures for some 
more time to come. "Constraining 
factors like import compression, tight 
money policy, fiscal retrenchment 
and inflationary pressure are still in 
operation, and some of them, par¬ 
ticularly the strict monetary and fis¬ 
cal discipline, which are basic 
elements of the macro economic ad¬ 
justment programme initiated by the 
Government, are still in operation. 

Low Voting in Punjab 
Poll 

HE Central Government fulfilled 
its commitment to hold elections 
in Punjab on February 19, whatever 
the odds. The vdling was very low— 
21.75 per cent of the electorate. It was 
the lowest ever because of the boycott 
of the Akalis. The polling Was held 
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under the tightest security. 

The Congress has been swept 
into power with a record three- 
fourths of the total number of seats in 
the State legislature. It won 87 seats in 
the 117-member Assembly. 

Besides the unprecedented suc¬ 
cess in the Assembly elections, the 
Congress made a near-clean sweep in 
the Lok Sabha pr)ll by winning 12 of 
the 13 seats. The only seat it lost was 
Ferozepore where its nominee lost to 
the Bahujan Samaj nominee by 1,300 
votes. 

Never before has any party in the 
State won three-fourths of the total 
seats. The best performance by any 
party in the past was by the 
Shiromani Akali Dal in the last As¬ 


caused by the retirement of Rajya 
Sabha members from Punjab in 1988 
and 1990 could not be filled because 
the electoral college consisting of the 
State Assembly did not exist. Two 
Rajya Sabha members from Punjab 
are due h) retire in July next. Elections 
to the Rajya Sabha frornPunjab will 
be held in three stages. The State As¬ 
sembly will be called upon to fill two 
vacancies caused in 1988. The As¬ 
sembly will then elect three members 
to fill the vacancies caused in 1990. In 
July elections to the Rajya Sabha will 
again be held to fill the vacancies to 
be caused that month. 

The ruling party's three-fourths 
majority in the State Assembly will 
enable it to get all its candidates 


sembly elections when it won 73 scats 
in a I louse of 117. The Ci>ngress im¬ 
proved the record by claiming 87 
seats out ot the 116 it contested. It 
formed the Government for the sixth 
time since 1952. In 1952 the Congress 
won 122 seats, 120 in 1957,90 in 1962, 
48 in 1967,38 in 1969,66 in 1972,17in 
1977, 63 in 1980 and 32 in 1985. 

After a gap of 57 months, the 
Congress formed a popular govern¬ 
ment in the State on Feb 25 The elec¬ 
tion projected the Bahujan Sama) 
Party as the second largest party in 
tlie Slate, though it won only nipe 
seats. Besides, it won one Lok Sabha 
seat (Ferozepore). 

The Akali Dal (K), the sole Akali 
Dal participant, fared badly. It could 
win only throe seats, including the 
unopposed elcvtion of its chairman of 
its Parliamentary Board, Capt 
Amarinder Singh, from Samana. 

The poll boycott call given by the 
militants and backed by the major 
Akali factions proved effective. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party, also 
suffered a setback. It could win only 
six seats. Its major gain had been the 
/^nandpur Sahib Assembly seat 
which it won by defeating the Con¬ 
gress nominee. 

Final party position; Total seats 
117; Congress 87, BSP 9, BJP 6, CPI 4, 
Akali Dal (K) 3, CPM 1, Janata Dal 1, 
UCPI1, Independents and others 5. 

Rajya Sabha Seats: The unprece¬ 
dented victory of the Congress in the 
Punjab elections has also put it in a 
position to capture all the seven 
Rajya Sabha seats from the State be¬ 
tween now and July. Five vacancies 


elected to the Rajya Sabha from the 
State. This will be a heart-warming 
development for the ruling party. 
Since the party has fared badly in Ul’, 
Madhya Pradesh and Bihar, its 
strength in the Rajya Sabha from 
these States will go down sharply. 

The victory of 12 Congressmen 
from Punjab in the Lok Sabha poll 
has increased the party's strengtn in 
that House to 243. The Lok Sabha's 
effective strength at the moment is 
537. The ruling party needs th»‘ sup¬ 
port of 269 members for a clear 
majority. It has the support of 16 
members belonging to parties sup¬ 
porting it. They are the AIADMK 
(11), Muslim League (two), Kerala 
Congress-Mani (one), Majlis-e-Ithadi 
Muselmeen (one), and the United 
Communist Party of India (one). This 
brings the total to 259—10 short of the 
magic figure. 

Congress leaders say they can 
bank upon the support of six unat¬ 
tached members—four belonging to 
the Ajit group expelled by the Janata 
Dal and two breakaway members of 
the Shiv Sena. Tliis will still leave the 
party four short of the majority. There 
is, however, no dearth of smaller par¬ 
ties like the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
who may be willing to come to the 
rescue of the ruling party when 
threatened by the joint (opposition. 

Govt's legitimacy in doubt: The 
poll statistics throw doubts on the 
legitimacy of the new Punjab 
Government. The Congress, which 
has polled merely 14 lakh odd votM 
out of a total electorate of 1.31 crore, 
accounts for only nine per cent poll- 
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ing. One crore of the 1.31-crore elec¬ 
torate chose not to exercise their 
franchise. Of the 31.45 lakh votes 
polled, 1.38 lakh votes were rejected, 
reducing the total of valid votes 
polled to 30.1 lakh. 

This is a dismal contrast to the 
1985 elections when the polling per¬ 
centage was 67.5. In fact, ever since 
the formation of the,present State of 
Punjab in 1966 the polling percentage 
has always hovered between 64.3 and 
72.3. Significantly, 25 candidates won 
the elections by polling less than 
5,000 votes each. Another 26 won by 
polling between 5,000 and 10,000 
votes. 

S. Korea Backs India 

S OUTH Korea supports India's 
stand on nuclear non-prolifera¬ 
tion for all countries, incluaing those 
who were nuclear powers berore the 
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) was introduced, the South 
Korean ambassador, Mr Joung Binn 
Lee, indicated in New Delhi on 
February 26. 

The ambassador explained that 
he was aware of India's position on 
the NIT. He realised this country's 
compulsions on insisting that 
bilateral arrangements on non¬ 
proliferation in South Asia with 
Pakistan would have no relevance so 
long as China, the central Asian 
republics of the former Soviet Union, 
and other countries in the region con¬ 
tinued to possess nuclear arms. 

The Korean peninsula faced a 
similar situation. He urged India to 
prevail upon North Korea to allow 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to inspect its nuclear 
installations. Seoul feels that New 
Delhi can use its influence with 
North Korea and was in a position to 
give friendly advice to Pyongyang. 

Observers feel, however, that 
India which, unlike North Korea, has 
refused to sign the NIT, and is under 
tremendous pressure to do so, is 
hardly in a position to give advice on 
this issue. 

The point made by the ambas¬ 
sador was that, unlike India, North 
Korea had agreed to IAEA inspec- 
liolv, as well as the NIT. As such, it 
was morally obliged to abide by these 
conditions. If North Korea had 
doubts, it should not have agreed to 
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sign the NPT, nor to inspection of its 
nuclear installations by the IAEA. 
South Korea had 10 nuclear power 
stations all of which were open to 
inspection by the IAEA. North Korea 
was now dragging its feet on inspec¬ 
tion, which has made Seoul a little 
suspicious. He felt the matter would 
have to go to the UN Security Coun¬ 
cil, if North Korea refused to allow 
Inspection. 

Reforms in More Areas 

RESIDENT R. Venkataraman, in 
his opening address to the budget 
session of Parliament late in 
February, expressed the 
Government's determination to con¬ 
tinue its efforts to restructure the 
economy for greater productivity 
and growth. "Changes have been 
made in industrial, fiscal and trade 
policies. This process of change will 
continue and will have to be ex¬ 
tended to other important sectors of 
the economy", he stated. 

At the same time, the Govern¬ 
ment would take steps to protect the 
interests of workers who might be 
affected by the new reforms. It would 
continue its bid to check the rise in 
prices and strengthen the Public Dis¬ 
tribution System (PDS). 

The address covered a wide 
range of issues, including Pakistan's 
continued support to terrorists in 
Kashmir and Pubjab, creation of 
more job opportunities, the Eighth 
Plan priorities, agricultural growth, 
housing and health. The President 
noted with satisfaction that despite 
many serious problems, the Govern¬ 
ment had fulnlled its assurance to 
hold elections in Punjab. The Govern¬ 
ment is committed to finding a just 
and amicable solution to all out- | 
standing issues in the State. The 
Rajiv-Longowal accord was a step in 
this direction. 

Referring to the situation in 
Kashmir, he said the Government 
had launched a massive operation 
against the terrorists who were being 
araed from across the border. The 
recent bid by terrorists to make in¬ 
trusions through the Line of Control 
caused a serious threat to peace in the 
area. "Action, though belated, on the 
ground by Pakistan and diplomatic 
moves by the Government succeeded 
in meeting this grave threat." 
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Some groups of terrorists had 
I surrendered with their arms. "Dis- 
I cussions have been held in different 
fora to activate a meaningful interac¬ 
tion with the people." At the same 
time, the Government was continu¬ 
ing its efforts to speed up economic 
development and expanding 
employment opportunities. An ad¬ 
visory committee had also been set 
up at the State level. 

ULFA Issue: Referring to the 
situation in the eastern region, he 
said the United Liberation Front of 
A.som (ULFA) had shown willing¬ 
ness to seek a negotiated settlement 
of problems of Assam within the 
framework of the Constitution. The 
army operations in the State had been 
suspended pending a dialogue. 

Following the speedy steps taken 
by the Government, the balance of 
payments problem had been handled 
successfully and the foreign ex¬ 
change reserves now stixid at over Rs 
10,(X)() crore. The pledged gold had 
been redeemed and outflow of capi¬ 
tal checked. International confidence 
in India was being restored. 

Stress on Checking 
Terrorism 

NDIA has called upon the UN 
Commission on Human Rights to 
take the lead in bringing sustained 
pressure of world public opinion 
against terrorists and subversives 
with a view to preserving and 
promoting the human rights of mil¬ 
lions of oidinary people. The single 
most pernicious threat to the enjoy¬ 
ment of human rights came from ter¬ 
rorism and narco-terrorism, the 
leader of the Indian delegation, Mr 
V.N. Gadgil, told the 53-nation com¬ 
mission at its session in Geneva. 

Mr Gadgil regretted that the at¬ 
tention being given to brutal and sys¬ 
tematic violations of the human 
rights of innocent people by terrorists 
was not commensurate with the scale 
of their brutality and their contempt 
for the right to life of human beings. 
Concentration of attention on 
governments which were fighting 
terrorism to preserve human rights 
while minimising attention on the 
major threat to human rights posed 
by terrorism was a matter of concern. 

Sustained pressure of world 
public opinion against terrorists and 
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subversives was essential if the 
Commission's members were 
genuinely interested in the preserva¬ 
tion and promotion of the human 
rights of millions of ordinary people. 

The implementation of human 
rights instruments did not give the 
international community or nations 
acting in its name the right to violate 
the principles of sovereignty 
enshrined in the UN Charter. 

Democratic governments based 
on the will of their pepple were, in 
any case, immediately accountable to 
their ptHiple for the exercise of their 
human rights. The primary respon¬ 
sibility of democratically elected 
governments was the welfare of their 
people and international obligations 
could not override constitutional 
responsibilities of governments to 
their own people. Confining human 
rights only to civil and political 
privileges and giving lesser impor¬ 
tance to poverty and want by treating 
them as irrelevant to the enjoyment 
of human rights was unacceptable. 

New Pollution Control 
Policy 

T he Union Government an¬ 
nounced on February 22 its new 
pollution control policy which seeks 
to tighten the existing regulatory 
mechanisms and introduce market- 
oriented price mechanisms to in¬ 
fluence people's behaviour to avoid 
excessive use of natural resources. 

Announcing the policy, the Mini¬ 
ster of State for Environment, Mr 
Kamal Nath, said maximum use of 
legislation and rc'gulation, fiscal in¬ 
centives, voluntary agreements, 
educational programmes and infor¬ 
mation campaigns would play a key 
role in the policy implementation. 

The policy statement prescribes a 
comprehensive approach to integrate 
environmental and economic aspects 
in development planning. The policy 
lays stress on preventive aspects for 
pollution control and promotion of 
technological inputs to reduce in¬ 
dustrial pollutants. 'The emphasis 
will be on clean technologies and not 
clean up technologies", observed the 
Minister. 

Another objective is to integrate 
environmental consideration into 
decision-making at all levels. This 
will be taken up in five steps, includ- 





ing prevention of pollution at source 
and involvement of the public in 
decision making, 

The pollution control norms will 
be revised to lay down mass-based 
standards, which will set specific 
limits to encourage minimisation of 
waste, promote recycling and re-use 
of materials as well as conservation 
of natural resources. 

India to Sign Montreal 
Treaty 

A new dimension has been added 
to the worldwide effort to save 
the ozone layer. India has now 
decided to sign the Montreal Treaty 
designed for this purpose. Earlier, it 
had urged some amendments to the 
treaty. 

Pre.sident Bush announced, 
before the campaign for his re-elec¬ 
tion was started, that the US would 
halt the production of CFCs by 1995. 
This was five years ahead of the 
schedule drawn up by the signatories 
ot the international treaty on this 
topic; it was called the Montreal 
Protocol. He also called upon other 
countries to follow suit. But, in reality 
the US was lollovving European 
countries, who had deckled to ad¬ 
vance the phase-out schedule to 1997 
or 1995, but the US resistance was the 
major stumbling block. 

The US, which manufactures and 
consumed over 40 per cent of these 
chemicals, used mainly as 
refrigerants, coolants, and cleaning 
agents in electronics, had resisted 
the phase-out effort on the plea 
that the data linking the chemicals 
to the depletion ot ozone was in¬ 
adequate. 

India, China and other develop¬ 
ing countries resisted joining the 
protocol till certain discriminatory 
clauses were amended. These 
amendments were agreed to at a 
meeting of the signatories in London 
in June, 1990. ' 

Experts say that India's stubborn 
stand is likely to cost it dearly. In 
January this year China signed the 
protocol and India will have to wait 
to get assistance from the fund which 
will initially help the country to con¬ 
duct studies about the switchover 
costs, and evaluation of CFC sub¬ 
stitutes under various stages of 
development abroad. 
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India, UK Pact on 
Terrorism 

HE Indo-Britain Extradition 
Treaty and the agreement to con¬ 
fiscate, on a reciprocal basis, the as¬ 
sets of terrorists and drug runners in 
either country, signed in London on 
February 28 mark a new internation¬ 
al model for cooperation against ter¬ 
rorism. The two accords also usher in 
a new legal regime between the two 
countries for tackling the twin prob¬ 
lem of terrorism and drug trafficking. 

Each side will now seek the ap¬ 
propriate government and par¬ 
liamentary affirmation for these 
agreements. In reality, the treaties 
come into effect immediately, accord¬ 
ing to official sources. 

The agreement was initialled 
after four days of official-level talks 
between the two countries. Mr P.S. 
Rao, Joint Secretary (legal and 
treaties) Ministry of External Affairs, 
signed the agreements on behalf of 
India. Two senior officials in the 
Foreign and Commonwealth office, 
Mr Jeoff Underwotid and Mr Peter 
Vallance, signed the extradition 
treaty and the agreement on confisca¬ 
tion of terrorist funds respectively for 
the British Government. The official- 
level talks were preceded by the min¬ 
isterial-level negotiations in New 
Delhi during the visit of the Home 
Secretary, Mr Kenneth Baker, in 
January. 

The confiscation agreement is the 
first of its kind in the world where 
two countries act together on the sub¬ 
ject. India is the first country with 
which Britain has signed such an 
agreement.The extradition treaty, 
too, is the first between Britain and 
another Commonwealth country. 
The two agreements demonstrate the 
importance which Britain and India 
attach to the fight against the evils ot 
international terrorism and drug traf¬ 
ficking. 

N-Plants in India Safer 
than Chernobyl 

R P.K. Iyengar, Chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission, has 
claimed that the safety measures in 
the nuclear installations in India were 
stronger by about "four stages" than 
Chernobyl. Speaking in "Nuclear 
science for national development" at 
the regional research laboratory at 


Bhubaneshwar, Dr Iyengar said India' 
was the only country in the world 
where the entire cycle of nuclear 
power generation, from uranium 
mining at Jaduguda to dumping of 
wastes, was done indigenously 
through a safety conscious system 
with least ecological daipage. Dr 
Iyengar explained that the nuclear in¬ 
stallations in the country were very 
safe. The Chernobyl mishap is the 
only example of its kind among the 
420 reactors in the world. "An acci¬ 
dent is an accident", he said. 

Tracing the history of nuclear re¬ 
search in the country since the instal¬ 
lation of the 400-MW reactors at 
Tarapur in 1969, Dr Iyengar said the 
country has enough resources for 
self-reliance in nuclear power 
generation for the next 1,200 to 1,500 
years. The country has come a long 
way since Tarapur had crossed the 
second stage in fast breeder reactors. 

Through comparative figures of 
other sources of power. Dr Iyengar 
said nuclearjxDwer was commercial- 
ly viable. One gram of uranium 
generates one MW of electricity 
which rrauired thousands of tonnes 
of coal. Tne country has an installed 
capacity to generate 1,500 MW of 
nuclear power and if a suitable 
strategy was adopted, this could be 
raised to 2,000 MW in the next five 
years and to 8,000 MW by the turn of 
I the century. But India's nuclear 
I power generation was insufficient 
I even in comparison to Eastern 
I Europe. Nuclear power generation 
saves transportation and labour cost. 
In the world, nuclear power genera¬ 
tion through 926 power stations com¬ 
prises 18 per cent of the total power 
1 generated. 

! India-China Talks on 
j Boundary Issue 

NDIA and China on February 22 
agreed to establish a hotline be¬ 
tween the border personnel and in¬ 
stitutionalise regular meetings 
between the military personnel twice 
a year as a part of a series of con- 
fidence-builtling measures for ensur¬ 
ing peace and tranquility in the areas 
along the Line of Actual Control. 

An External Affairs Ministry 
spokesman said at the end of the 
Foreign Secretary-level talks held in 
Delhi, aimed at resolving the three 
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^ decade old boundary question, that 
the progress achieved was "mean¬ 
ingful and tangible". 

The significance of the fourth 
meeting of the Joint Working Croup 
was that both delegations for the first 
time had IDcfencc Ministry officials 
from the civilian side and an Army 
officer of Brigadier level from the two 
sides. 

As part of the bilateral visits, the 
President, Mr R. Venkataraman, will 
visit Beijing in May. The Defence 
Minister, Mr Sharad Pawar, and the 
External Affairs Minister, Mr Mad- 
havsinh Solanki, accepted invitations 
to visit China possibly this year. 
China's Deputy Chief of the Army 
Staff, Gen Xu Xm, will visit India later 
this year. 

A joint press release issued for 
the first time since the Working 
Group was established in W88, indi¬ 
cated that the two sides agmed in 
principle to provide prior intimation 
regarding military exercises that 
would reflect the state of improved 
relations between the two countries. 
The Joint Working Group had four 
rounds of discussions spread over 
two days and 80 per cent of sugges¬ 
tions put across the table were ac¬ 
cepted. 

The two countries agreed that, 
instead of taking a rigid stand, both 
sides would work in cooperation to 
resolve the boundary question. The 
. Chinese side emphasised that the 
substantive problem relating to the 
boundary question needed an ap- 
roach of "sincerity and patience", 
he two Foreign Secretaries 
describc'd their discussions as "satis¬ 
factory, meaningful and positive". 
This time the JWG moved from con¬ 
cepts to specifics and from ideas to 
measures in regard to stabilisation of 
the LAC and building on the peace 
and tranquility there to resolve the 
boundary question. 

It was agreed that the military 

E ersonnel of the two sides would 
ave regular meetings in June and 
October every year at Bumla Pass in 
the eastern sector and in the Spangur 
gap area in the western sector. China, 
he said, wanted Indo-Pakistan 
problems to be resolved peacefully. 

The question of nuclear non¬ 
proliferation also came up for discus¬ 
sion. China voiced support for 


Pakistan's proposal for a five-nation 
summit to resolve the nuclear issues 
in South Asia. Mr Xu appreciated 
India's reservations on the proposal 
for a five-nation summit. 

India, Russia sign 
I Protocol 

NDIA and the Russian Federation 
agreed in the last week of February 
to continue with the rupee trade 
during 1992 as a transitional arrange¬ 
ment and signed a trade protocol for 
the year envisaging a two-way turn¬ 
over of Rs 7,500 crore with a technical 
credit provision of Rs 850 crore from 
India. 

In addition to the trade under the 
bilateral rupee clearing arrangement, 
the protocol also provides for hard 
currency trade between business or¬ 
ganisations of the two countries. The 
protocol, which is the first legal diKu- 
menl to have been signed between j 
India and the Russian Federation, en- , 
visages trade and business ctxipc’ra- 
tion at the enterprise level in the form 
ot barter, buy back and counter-trade. 

Under the trade protocol, exports 
from Russia will include petroleum 
crude, kerosene, diesel, non-ferrous 
metals, synthetic rubber and 
newsprint. Exports from India will 
mainly comprise tea, coffee, textile 
items, black pepper, soyabean extrac¬ 
tions, castor oil, medicines, .shoe up¬ 
pers, paints, cosmetics, detergents 
and plastic products. 

An agreement on trade and 
economic cooperation between India 
and Russia was also finalised and in¬ 
itialled by the leaders of the two 
delegations. 

India-Kazakhstan Pact: India 
and the Republic of Kazakhstan 
signed a framework agreement on 
cooperation in trade, economic rela¬ 
tions and science and technology 
Following this agreement, the two 
countries will conclude a trade agree¬ 
ment and a trade protocol for 1992 
during the forthcoming visit of an of¬ 
ficial delegation from Kazakhstan to 
India. 

Both sides agreed to continue 
and consolidate their historic 
friendship and cooperation and im¬ 
part a new impul^ to the ties in 
trade, economic relations and science 
and technology. One of the two 
countries agreed to accord each other 
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the most-favoured-nation treatment 
in all matters of trade and economic 
cooperation. 

The framework agreement 
provides for payments and settle¬ 
ments to be made in a manner to be 
mutually agreed upon by the two 
countries. Both sides have agreed to 
encourage investment, technology 
cooperation and joint ventures. Tne 
agreement, valid for five years, also 
provides for promotion of contacts 
between the trading and industrial 
enterprises of the two countries 
through exchange fif business 
delegations, participation in fairs and 
exchange of information 

Armed Conflict on 
Eastern Border? 

ANGER signs of an armed con¬ 
flict have become visible on the 
India-Burma border. Myanmar 
(Burma) threatens to create trouble 
on the border with India An Assam 
daily reports that the relationship be¬ 
tween the two countries has 
deteriorated sharply after 2500 
Myanmar nationals who inhabit the 
villages along the border, fled the 
country and took refuge in 
Nagaland. They were running away 
from the Myanmar army which had 
gone on a rampage killing and tortur¬ 
ing the villagers, most of them Mus¬ 
lims. 

The trouble started when an 
army patrol was ambushed by Myan¬ 
mar student activists in the border 
areas. Soon afterwards, the Myanmar 
army took revenge by attacking vil¬ 
lages across the border in Nagaland. 
The Myanmar nationals appealed to 
the Nagaland Government to give 
them protection on humanitarian 
grounds. Unable to turn down their 
desperate plea.s, the Indian 
authorities issued permits allowing 
them to stay in the country initially 
for 15 days. The permits are likely to 
be extended. "After all, the villagers 
cannot be pushed back into the jaws 
of death", observes newspaper. 

The military rulers of Myanmar, 
however, are spitting venom at the 
Indian Government, accusing it of 
"giving succour to Myanmar insur¬ 
gents and providing them with arms 
and training". They have also 
charged India With attempting to 
dest^ilise the Myanmar economy by 
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flooding the neighbouring country 
with fake "Kyat" (Myanmar curren¬ 
cy). The Indian authorities have 
termed the charges as figments of the 
imagination. 

The Myanmar Government is tepo^ 
tedly out to take revenge by making in- 


Signs of Peace in 
Yugoslavia 

ESET by mounting opposition 
over the human and economic toll 
of the conflict with Croatia, President 
Clobodan Milosevic of Serbia 
declared the war over on February 28. 
In another sign of peace, the Croatian 
President, Mr Fran)o Tiidjman, or¬ 
dered the demobilisation of 20,000 
reservists An aide said the order 
would take effect immediately and 
was the first step in a plan to rebuild 
war-torn Croatia. 

"Today wc can say tlvat most of 
the agony in our country is over, and 
that conditions now exist for the 
peaceful and democratic .solution of 
the Yugoslav crisis", Mr Milosevic 
told Serbia's parliament as a U.N.- 
mediated truce stretched to nearly 
two months. About 14,000 peace¬ 
keepers arc to enforce the truce, while 
political negotiations settle the future 
shape of the patchwork Balkan na¬ 
tion. 

Mr Milosevic also seemed to 
move away from previous insistence 
that Serb-dominated regions in other 
republics be united with Serbia. 
Serbia's union with tiny Montenegro 
in a smaller Yugoslavia was deemed 
to be "the best option". 

But his close ally and a prominent 
Serb, Mr Borislav Jovic, contradicted 
Mr Milosevic by saying the self- 
proclaimed Serb republic of Krajina 
in western Croatia should be part of 
Yugoslavia. Croat leaders have 
vowed to fight rather than giving up 
any territory. 

Croatia and Slovenia have 
received international recognition as 


cursions into Indian territoiy and 
repeatedly attacking villages near die 
border on the Indian ^e. Security 
measures have been strengthened 
along the Indo-Myanmar bolder and 
the armies of the two countries are 
ready for any eventuality. 


independent States and Bosnia Her¬ 
cegovina and Macedonia are follow¬ 
ing that path. There is also growing 
opposition within Montenegro to a 
union with Serbia, the Yugoslav 
federation's largest republic. 

Various leaders and diplomats 
from different parts of Yugoslavia 
have welcomed the decision. to 
deploy UN peace-keeping forces 
there. The chairman of tne Yugoslav 
Government committee on coopera¬ 
tion with U N. representatives, Mr 
Bonslav Jovic said the Security Coun¬ 
cil resolution on Yugoslavia would 
mark a historic turnabout. 

With this decision, the interna¬ 
tional community has contributed 
decisively to the strengthening of 
peace in Yugoslavia and hence 
generated conditions for opening 
dialogues on a political and com¬ 
prehensive solution of Yugoslavia's 
crisis. UN Feace troops will not auto¬ 
matically resolve the conflict but their 
arrival will create pre-requisites for 
continuing the talks on outstanding 
issues. 

Gorbachov Ready to 
Face Trial 

HE former Soviet President, Mr 
Mikhail Gorbachov said in an in¬ 
terview to a German daily on 
February 28 that he was prepared to 
face trial to defend his record, but 
refused to be considered a 
"scapegoat". Asked by the mass cir¬ 
culation newspaper about prosecu¬ 
tion calls by hardline communists 
blhming him for the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Mr Gorbachov replied: 
"If society need that, I am ready. I am 
not afraid and 1 have nothing to lose." 


"1 hold Perestroika (restructur¬ 
ing) to be something important and 
necessary, but nobody will be able to 
turn me into a scapegoat", he went 
on. "I received one letter recom¬ 
mending that 1 commit suicide but 1 
get support in hundreds of letters." 

Mr Gorbachov also denied the 
report that he had amassed a per¬ 
sonal fortune and that he owned 
several country houses. He also chal¬ 
lenged all the banks in the world to 
release information about his bank 
accounts. "That is the only way I can 

C e that I do not have a foreign 
account", he said. 

Mr Gorbachov disclosed that he 
had no plans to leave Russia, saying: 

"I will help the Russian Government 
to carry out its political programme... 
my aim is not to found a political 
party." 

Pak Switch on 
Afghanistan 

HE latest reports indicate that the 
prospects or peace in Afghanistan 
have brightened following Pakistan's 
decision to abandon efforts to force 
the Afghan issue militarily and, in*- 
stead, pursue a political settlement. 

On January 27, Pakistan's Mini¬ 
ster of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr , 
Siddique Kunju, announced that , 
Pakistan would put its weight behind ' 
the five-point U.N. formula which 
prescribed an end to arms supplies to 
Afghanistan and a cease-fire before 
calling a meeting of the grand as- , 
sembly (Loya Jirga) to decide the es- j 
tablishincnt and composition of an 
interim government m Kabul that 
could hold an election in the country 
to bring to power a government 
chosen by the people. 

Pakistan has also indicated that it < 
would exercise its influence with the 
Mujahideen groups for promoting a 
consensus on the issue. Since the 
abortive Mujahideen offensive on the 
city of Jalalabad in 1989, and more 
recently on Gardez, the voice of 
moderates in the Pakistani estab¬ 
lishment and the intelligentsia has 
steadily gained strength. 

After the withdrawal of the 
Soviet forces the military ineptitude 
of the Mujahideen could no longer be , 
lossed over. In strategic terms, they i 
aue gained nothing significant in i 
the three years since the last Soviet ' 
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I soldier pulled out of Afghanistan. In 
spite of the most sophisticated 
military hardware supplied by the 
U.S.A. and logistic and material sup¬ 
port and even the direct involvement 
I of Pakistani army units and the I.S.I., 
the siege of Jalalabad failed. Their 
recent offensive on Garden also 
petered out. They did, however, 
manage to capture the small garrison 
town ot Khost, just beyond the 
Khyber Pass and of little strategic im¬ 
portance fi>r Kabul. 

Irreconcilable differences be¬ 
tween various Mujahidtvn groups— 
organised on tribal loyalties and not 
a common nationalist outlook—has 
precluded them from offering a 
credible challenge to Dr Najibullah. 
No longer docs anyone seriously 
believe that the Mujahideen "Jehad" 
forced the Soviet army to retreat, ex¬ 
cept the Mujahideen and the Jamaat- 
e-lslami of Pakistan. 

Now that U S. aid to Pakistan has 
dried up, the social and economic 
costs of its Afghan operations have 
assumed serums proportions. It is 
saddled with more than 3 million 
armed Afghan refugees, mostly in 
Baluchistan and the N.W.F.P. 

Pak Army in Power 
Struggle 

NOTHER power struggle is cur¬ 
rently in progress in Pakistan. 
The army, particularly its Chief, 
General Asif Nawaz Janjua, is in the 
eye of a storm whose outcome will 
determine whether it will continue as 
a major player in the three-cornered 
power stmeture which governs the 
country. The other two limbs of the 
governing troika are the President, 
Mr Ghulam Ishaq Klian, and Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif. Personalities 
may come and go, but power in 
Pakistan revolves around these three 
institutions. 

Domestically, the foremost chal¬ 
lenge confronting the anny is how to 
clean up the mess in a State-control¬ 
led unit which is in the red, thanks to 
years of politicking and mismanage¬ 
ment. A serving Lt-General has been 
placed in charge of the clean-up 
operations at the Karachi-based 
Pakistan Steel enterprise. 

The army faces a challenge on the 
foreign policy front also. General Asif 
Nawaz gave his blessings to the UN- 
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I Afghan peace formula at a crucial 
meeting of the Afghan cell. It was 
I after this meeting that Pakistan for¬ 
mally announced in January its ac¬ 
ceptance of the UN peace plan. Since 
then, discordant voices nave been 
heard on the Afghan settlement from 
I the establishment. 

The MQM is in alliance with the 
I ruling Islami Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI) 

I government in Sindh and has a repre- 
I sentation in the IJI federal govem- 
I ment as well. Mr Islam Nabi, the 
I MQM Federal Minister, moaned that 
' matters at the major steel mill could 
not be improved by "tinkering" and 
I that the management should con- 
I centrate on reducing losses. 

‘ But truly embarrassing for the 
I army has been the certificate ot 
I patriotism given by Mr Ghulam 
I Ishaq Khan to the MQM supremo Mr 
I Altar I lussam. 

Pak to Block JKLF Bid 

AKISTAN will block any sub¬ 
sequent move by the JKLF to cross 
I the Line ot Control (LC) into India, 

I the Pakistan Interior Minister, 
j Chaudhry Shu)aat Hussain, said 
even as the POK Government 
threatened to ban the outfit if it in¬ 
dulged in "terrorist activities". 

Islamabad would take necessary 
measures to avoid any confrontation 
between civilians and law enforcing 
agencies over the issue. 

To a question about the JKLF call 
to make a second attempt to cross the 
LC on March 30, Mr Hussain did not 
rule out the use of force in containing 
the processionists. On February 12, at 
least 17 people were killed and about 
2lK) injured when the JKLF marchers 
clashed with the police and para¬ 
military forces in Chinari near the 
Indo-Pak border. However, the Pakis- 
tan-tKcupied government has put the 
number of those killed at six and the 
number of injured at 48. Islamabad 
hopes that the JKLF should see 
reason in Pakistan's decision to 
prevent the marchers. The decision 
was "in line with the Pakistan 
Government's policy of finding a 
peaceful solution to the Kashmir 
problem." 

Pak not to Go for 
N.-option 

P AKISTAN has said it would not 
forgo ,its nuclear options 


unilaterally but at the same time use 
its nuclear capability for peaceful 
purposes. 

"Pakistan is not producing 
nuclear weapons, does not possess a 
nuclear explosive device nor has any 
intention of making one", the Mini¬ 
ster of State for Foreign Affairs 
claimed on February 21. He urged 
India to respond "positively" to the 
proposals made by it to keep the 
South Asian region free from nuclear 
weapons. If India responded posi¬ 
tively, other countries of the region 
could devote themselves to the task 
of economic development, he said. 

The U.S. had stopped $ 560 mil¬ 
lion of military and economic aid to 
Lslamabad in October, 1990, on the 
suspicion that Pakistan was trying to 
acquire a nuclear explosive device. 
Despite the efforts by Pakistan, in¬ 
cluding the recent visit to 
Washington by the Foreign Secretary, 
Mr Shanryar Khan, and the Chief of 
Army Staff, Gen Asif Nawaz Janjua, 
the US had declined to resume its aid 
to Islamabad. 

A statement was made by the 
Pakistan foreign Office that Pakistan, 
having acquired a certain capability 
in the nuclear field, would not trans¬ 
fer sensitive nuclear technology to a 
third country. 

Australian concern: Australia 
has expressed concern over 
Pakistan's nuclear programme 
which, it says, runs counter to the 
global nucleardisarmament regime's 
policies. 

Saying his country was "dtvply 
distressed" by Pakistan's nuclear 
programme, the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Mr Gareth 
Evens, said in a statement towards 
the close of February, "Pakistan's ad¬ 
mission has essentially the same sig¬ 
nificance as India's cletonation of a 
nuclear explosive device in 1974." 
The Minister was referring to the 
Pakistan Foreign Secretary Mr Shah- 
ryar Khan's statement reported in the 
"Washington Post" in which he had 
clearly announced Pakistan's 
capability to produce a nuclear 
bomb. 

According to him, "neither act 
contributed to the security of South 
Asia and both challenge trie interna¬ 
tional nuclear ” non-proliferation 
regime, which the overwhelming 




majority ot the community of nations 
subscribes to as fundamental to their 
security". I Ic hoped that the "greater 
transparency" that now exists about 
the Pakistani nuclear weapons 
programme would provide a oasis 
for winding back and eliminating 
nuclear rivalry in the region. 
Australia is optimistic that the cur¬ 
rent five-power proposal may pro¬ 
vide an acceptable basis for progress. 

Pak, China Pacts for 
N-piant 

AKISTAN and China on February 
23 signed two subsidiary con¬ 
tracts relating to a 300-MW nuclear 
power plant, it was officially an¬ 
nounced. The nuclear power plant 
which Pakistan purchased from 
China is being set up at Chashma 
near Mianwali. The main contract for 
the power plant was concluded in 
Beijing on December 31,1991. 

The contracts were signed by the 
President ot the China National 
Nuclear Corporation (CNNC), Mr | 
Fian Xinxiong, and the Chairman of I 
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission J 
(PAEC), Dr Ishfaq Ahmed 

According to an official press n?lease, 
Mr jian assurai tliat the Cjunese side 
would do its best to complete the project 
according to schedule and that the plant 
would function efficiently and safely. Mr 
Jiang, who was heading a higlvpower 
delegation also met the Pakistan I’resi- 
dent, Mr Ghulam Isliaq Khan, and ap¬ 
prised him about the "cooperation 
between China and Pakistan in the peace¬ 
ful ases ot atomic energy". 

US Lifts Curbs Against 
China 

HE U.S. announced late in 
February that it was lifting trade 
sanctions against China after receiv¬ 
ing a pledge from Beijing that it will 
abide by an international accord 
restricting missile exports. The State 
Department announced in a com¬ 
munique that it was lifting the sanc¬ 
tions that wore imposed in June 1991 
after the US learned that China was 
exporting missile technology. The US 
had retaliated by suspending the 
sales of high-speed computers, satel¬ 
lite parts and sensitive equipment to 
Chinese weapons firms. 

The missile technology exported 
by two Chinese companies was 
covered by guidelines of the Missile 


Technology Control Regime (MTCR), 
which seeks to limit ballistic missile 
proliferation. "China's written com¬ 
mitment to abide by the MTCR 
guidelines and parameters is an im¬ 
portant step forward in securing 
Chinese support for ballistic nussile 
non-proliferation", a communique 
stated. 

Meanwhile, China welcomed the 
US decision to lift a ban on high tech¬ 
nology exports, but failed to set a 
date when it will abide by an interna¬ 
tional accord restricting missile ex¬ 
ports. 

"Upon the effective lifting of the 
sanctions by the US Government, 
China will act in accordance with the 
existing MTCR guidelines and 
parameters in its export’of missiles 
and missile technology", a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. Xinhua 
welcomed the US announcement as 
"a positive step" towards the im¬ 
provement of relations between ll^e 
two countries. ' 

India, Pak Large 
Military Spenders 

T he us Arms Control and Disar¬ 
mament Agency, in its annual 
report on world military expendi- 
j tures and arms transfers, describes 
I India and Pakistan as "South Asia's 
I largest military spenders". But 
I without making allowance for the 
I relative si7e of the two countries, 

I their populations, the different na¬ 
ture of the threats they face, the 
higher per capita military spending 
by Pakistan and the higher percent¬ 
age of men in Pakistan's armed forces 
compared to India, tilts the blame 
against India. It however acknow¬ 
ledges that India's military expendi¬ 
ture has fallen and Pakistan's risen. 

Military expenditures in India 
and Pakistan, South Asia's largest 
military spenders, experienced rapid 
growth during the decade, according 
to the report. Indian spending, which 
accounted for 74 per cent of the total 
South Asian military expenditures 
over the decade 1979-1989, increased 
steadily throughout four-fifths of the 
decade and resulted in a growth rate 
of 5.8 per cent for the decade and 2.3 
per cent for the last half. 

Following the 1987 peak in 
military expenditures of $ 8.9 billion, 
Indian spending has decreased, ul¬ 
timately falling 8 per cent by 1989. 
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Military expenditure in Pakistan in¬ 
creased at a much more rapid pace— 

8.6 per cent during the decade and 5.8 
per cent during the last half. An espe¬ 
cially large increase occurred in 1983 
when Pakistani military expenditure 
jumped nearly 26 per cent. Even so, 
Pakistan's military expenditure 
made up only 19 per cent of the 
&>uth-Asia total over the decade. 

India and Afghanistan, South 
Asia's largest arms importers during 
198S89, acquired $ 16.1 billion and $ 

9.7 billion worth arms. In 1989 Af¬ 
ghanistan was the second largest 
arms importer in the world after 
Saudi Arabia and India. Pakistan, not 
among the world's top 25 arms im¬ 
porters, was a distant third in South 
Asia, accumulating some $ 2 millicm 
in arms imports. 

UN Chief’s Plan for 
Peace 

HE UN Secretary-General, Mr 
Boutros Ghali, has recommended 
mounting of the world body's second 
biggest peace keeping operation to 
prepare Cambodia for free'and fair 
elections and a democratic govern¬ 
ment. 

The operation, which is expected 
to cost at least $ 2 billion is scheduled 
to be completed by the spring of 1993 
' with the installation of a democrati- 
I cally elected government. But several 
I diplomats said it may well run into 
1 1994 because of the difficult condi¬ 
tions in the war-ravaged country. 

The military component will 
comprise 15,900 troop at the height 
of the operation. It will be responsiole 
for verification of withdrawal and 
non-return of all foreign forces, su¬ 
pervision of the ceasefire and related 
matters, including demobilisation of 
i armed forces of four factions and 
their confinement to the cantonments 
and assisting in de-mining opera¬ 
tions. 

Besides the military component, 
the operation has five other com¬ 
ponents—human rights, civil ad¬ 
ministration, repatriation of refugees 
and rehabilitation. The electoral com¬ 
ponent will be responsible for or¬ 
ganisation and conduct of free and 
fair elections. The 120-member con¬ 
stituent assembly will tuni itself into 
the legislative assembly once it has 
drafted and adopted the constitution. 
Voting will be for political parlies, not 
for candidates. 
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THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. Niime tho former world 
heavyweight thainpion vnIio has 
been found guilty of raping a beaiify 
queen in a hoteP 
Ans. Mike T) son 
Q. Where is Barren Island 
situated’ What is its signiticame’ 
Ans. Barren Island lies ITS km 
north east of Poit Blair in the Bay of 
Bengal It IS the lone live Volcano m 
India It came alive in March IWl 
after twoienturies 

Q. Name the author of the 
books Root'’ and The Aulobio^iaphi/ of 
Miiholm X’ 

Ans. Alex 1 laley 
Q. What conditions have been 
put up by USA to give loan guaran¬ 
tees to Israel’ 

Ans. USA has asked Israel to 
free/e new settlement housing in the 
occupied territories as a condition 
tor receiving US loan guarantees 
Q. Where will the 10th non- 
aligned summit be held in Septem 
ber 1*192’ 

Ans. Jakarta, Indonesia 
Q. What was the number of 
foreign tourists that visited India in 
1991’ 

Ans. 16,77,461 The foreign ex¬ 
change earned was approximately 
Rs 2,91S crore 

' Q. What IS the present strength 
of UN’ 

Ans. 17S 

Q What was the rate of popula¬ 
tion growth of India in 1990-91’ 

Ans. 2 11 In 1911 it was 125 
The birth rate declined from 19 9 in 
1950-51 to 29 9 per thousand in 1990- 
91. The life expectancy has increased 
from 32 years in 1950-51 to 59 years 
in 1990-91 

Q. Who IS to lead the United 
Nations Protection Force h be 
deployed in Yugoslavia’ 

Ans. Lt Gen Satish Nambiar, 


Director General, military opera¬ 
tions, at the army HQ in New Delhi 
Q. Fftective from March 2,1992 
what Is the bank lending rate on 
credit limits of over Rs 2 lakh’ 

Ans. 19 per cent The banks 
have also been asked to bring down 
the incremental Statutory Liquidity 
Ratio (SI R) from 18 5 per cent to 10 
per cent and introduce a two-per¬ 
centage points reduction in the inter¬ 
est rate on post-shipment export 
credit denominated in US dollars 
Q. What IS the C entral plan out¬ 
lay for 1992-91? 

Ans. Rs 48,407 08 crore It was 
Rs 42,968 75 crore tor 1991-92 

Q. What IS the name of the 
largest ship to be built indigenously’ 
Ans. jawaharlal Nehru The 
86,000 tonnes capacity vessel has 
bt'en built by the Cochin Shipyard 
Q. WhatisLFRMS’ 

Ans. Liberalised Exchange Rate 
Management System (LERMS) is the 
scheme to cover the partial rupee 
convertibility 

Q. As per the latest business ex¬ 
penses guide which two cities are the 
cheapest commercial centres of the 
wcirld’ 

Ans. Delhi and Calcutta Oslo, 
capital of Norway, is the most expen¬ 
sive city 

Q. Which foreign currency is 
being used by the Reserve Bank of 
India as the intervention currency’ 
Ans. Dollar Previously it was 
Pound Sterling 

Q. What amount of aid has been 
sanctioned to India by mternahonal 
credit agencies for its AlDS-control 
programme’ 

Ans. $100 million 
Q. What was the Gross Domes¬ 
tic I’roduct (GDP) in 1990-91’ 

Ans. At constant prices (1980- 
81) GDP IS estimated at Rs 2,10,477 


crore as against Rs 1,99,329 crore 
during previous year 

At current prices GDP is es¬ 
timated at Rs 4,72,599 crore as 
against Rs 4,01,569 crore 

The per capita expenditure 
during 1990-91 works out to Rs 408 
at current prices and Rs 1882 at con¬ 
stant prices as against Rs 355 and Rs 
1852 respectively in 1989-90 

Q. Outline the highlights of the 
railway budget’ 

Ans. Freight rates of all items, 
except 15 essential commodities up 
by 7 5 per cent and tor loal by 4 per 
cent 

* Minimum charge lor tresh fruit 
and vegetables Rs 20 and for parcels 
and luggage up from Rs 17 to Rs 30 

* Minimum tare tor AC 1st Class, 
AC SlcHiper, First C lass, AC Chair 
Car up by 20 per cent for all distan¬ 
ces 

* Fifteen new trains to be introduced 
from July I this year 

* A weekly Rajdhani Ixnress from 
New Delhi to Secunderabad/Ban 
galore to be introduced during '92- 
'93 

* Budget to yield Rs 1,366 crore of 
additional revenue 

* There will be a Rs 563 crore 
surplus 

Q. Outline the highlights of the 
1992-93 budget’ 

Ans. Rupee to be made partially 
convertible 

* Sweeping delicensing of imports 

* Foreign investment to be allowed 
in share market 

* Interest rate floor reduced by 1 per 
cent on commercial bank loans 

k 

* Gold bond scheme to be intro¬ 
duced, gold import eased 

(Contd. on Page 651) 
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Current General Knowledge 


A BBREVIATIONS 

LAC: Line of Actual Control. 

LERMS: Liberalised Exchange 
Rate Management System. 

RBI: Reserve Bank of India. 

AWARDS 

Bharatendu Harishchandra 
Awards, 1990 

HE 1990 Bharatendu awards have 
been given to eight writers for 
original writings in Hindi on subjects 
of mass communication. 

The first pn/e has been given to 
Mr Jai Prakash Bharati, editor of 
children's publication Nandan for his 
manuscript Unltik, Bnl Snliih/ii Aiir 
Pdtnihintd. 

riie seconti pri/e has been 
awarded to Mr Manoj Kumar Pateria 
tor his work } liiuh Pntniknrila 

and the third pri/e to Mr Keshav 
Chandra Verma for his book Slmbad 
Ki Sakh. 

The Bharatendu awards have 
been instituted by the Ministry of In¬ 
formation and Broadcasting for 
original I lindi writing on any .subject 
in mass communications like jour¬ 
nalism, publication, advertising, 
broadcasting, films etc. 

Kalidas Samman, 1991-92 

HE Madhya Pradesh Govern¬ 
ment has decided to confer the 
Kalidas Samman for 1991-92 on 
eminent Kuchipudi exponent Guru 
Bempathi Chinna Sathyam for his ex¬ 
cellence, creativity and outstanding 
contribution to dance. 

Astronautical Award for Prof Rao 
HE chairman of the Space Com¬ 
mission, Pnifessor U.R. Rao, has 
been awarded the Allan D. Emil 
Memorial Award for international 
co-operation in astronautics by the 
International Astronautical Federa¬ 
tion (lAF). He is the first Asian to 
receive the award. 

The award has been given in 
recognition of his outstanding 


leadership during the past three 
decades in developing and promot¬ 
ing space technology and applica¬ 
tions, particularly in developing 
nations. 

Second International Film Festival 
for Documentary 

HRl^E Indian film makers bagged 
awards at the week-long second 
International Film Festival for 
Documentary, Short and Animation 
Films, which concluded at Bombay 
on February 8,1992. 

Nilita Vachani's £yr.s of Slone won 
the Golden Conch and a cash award 
of Rs 25 lakh for the best non-fiction 
film (under 40 minutes). Reena 
Mohan was adjudged the best 
debutant director for her film Kinn- 
liihil. Kumar Shahani receivc*d a cer¬ 
tificate of merit from the 
international critics jury for his 
documentary, fihavan 'Parana. 

The award instituted by the fami¬ 
ly welfare department for the best 
documentary on family and popula¬ 
tion carried the festival's highest 
cash award of Rs S lakh. But, the jury 
headed by the noted British anima¬ 
tion film-maker, |ohn Halas, found 
all the films in this category unfit for 
the award 

The award for the best fiction 
film under 60 minutes, carrying a 
cash prize of Rs 2.5 lakh, was given to 
Three Ma^i, directed by Bela S/obolits 
(Hungary). 

Tlie best non-fiction film, under 
40 minutes, also carrying a cash pri/e 
of Rs 2.5 lakh, went to Anitna Mundi, 
directed by Godfrey Reggio (Italy). 

The Coto, directed by Alexander 
Petrov (USSR), was adjudged the best 
animation film and given a cash prize 
of Rs 2.5 lakh. The international jury 
prize, with a cash award of Rs 1 lakh, 
was bagged by Pavel Koutsky. 

Birla Awards for Literature 

HE K.K. Birla Foundation has in¬ 
stituted three awards in the field 
of literature. 


The Sarastoali Samman with an 
award money of Rs 3 lakh, is for an 
outstanding work in any Indian lan¬ 
guage. 

The Vyas Samman carries an 
award money of Rs 1.50 lakh and will 
be given for a Hindi work only. 

The third award is Bihari Purskar 
for outstanding Hindi work publish¬ 
ed during last ten years by Rajasthani 
writer. It carries a cash prize of Rs 
50,000. Original residents as also all 
those who have settled down in 
Rajasthan for more than seven years 
are considered I^ajasthanis.for this 
award. 

The first Bihari Purskar for the 
year 1991 has been given to Dr Jai" ‘ 
Singh Niraj for his collection of 
pt)ems Dharthi Ka Admi. It was pub- 
Ikshed in 1985. 

EXPEDITIONS 

Expedition to Volcano on Barren , 
Island 

multi-disciplinary scientific ex¬ 
pedition organised by the 
Geological Survey of India (GSI) left 
Port Blair on February 8, 1992 for a 
detailed study in and around the lone 
live volcano in India on "Barren Is-' 
land", lying 135 km north east of Port 
Blair in the Bay of Bengal. 

The volcano in the 10 .sq km Bar¬ 
ren Island of the Andamans group 
came alive last March after a span of 
two centuries. The eruptions con¬ 
tinued unabated till mid-October last ' 
year. 

The expedition is actively guided 
by GSI Director General Mr C.P. 
Vohra, a noted explorer. A member of 
the first than.' Indian expeditions on 
Mount Everest Mr Vohra scaled the 
summit in 1965. He was also the 
deputy leader of the first Indian ex¬ 
pedition to Antarctica. 

Though the GSI had been 
monitoring the volcanism since May 
last year and also visited the area On 
a few occasions, this was the first 
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i time that a fullfledged multi-discipli¬ 
nary scientific exp^ition to study the 
various asjx’cts of this volcano and 
conduct some experiments on the 
ocean around it was undertaken. 

The Barren Island came into ex¬ 
istence possibly one million years 
ago, following a submarine vol- 
canism. This volcanism gave rise to a 
giant volcanic cone which was the 

f >redecessor of the present Barren Is- 
and. The ancient volcanic cone sub¬ 
sequently blew up leaving behind a 
relict cauldron. 

Link with Antarctica team 
established 

HF Pune-based Research and 
Development Establishment has 
successtuHv set up voice and data 
links with scientists, engineers and 
technologists m Antarctica through a 
dedicated high frequency (HF) link. 

The first communication with 
Mnilii, the Indian station situated al¬ 
most at the South pole, was estab¬ 
lished by the K and DE (engineers) on 
January b, 1W2, in voice mode. It was 
followed up with data link despite 
several problems like bad weather 
and magnetic storms. 

The new link would replace the 
present communication system 
which depends on expensive interna¬ 
tional communication statellites. It 
would also help in remotely monitor¬ 
ing the engineering systems and also 
make accessible scientific data to the 
Indian team in the most inaccessible 
continent of the world where the 
average winter temperature ranges 
from minus 30 degrees to minus 70 
degrees celcius. 

Every year members of the In¬ 
dian team spend about six months in 
Antarctica. Without such a reliable, 
cheap and effective communication 
system, communication became ex¬ 
tremely costly, complicated and 
frustrating for the team members, 
thus hampering research work. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Synchrotron radiation facility by 
year-end 

NDIA will become a key member 
of an exclusive 15-nation club 
when its first synchrotron radiation 
facility, INDUS-1, an advanced 
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nuclear particle accelerator, is com¬ 
missioned later this year at the Centre 
tor Advanced Technology (CAT), 
Indore. 

A more powerful version of the 
accelerator, INDUS-2, also being built 
indigenously, will be commissioned 
in 1996. Twenty-six such facilities are 
in operation in developed countries, 
including the US, UK, Japan, France, 
Germany, Sweden and Russia, while 
17 more are under construction in 
Brazil, China, Taiwan and South 
Korea and 10 more are being 
planned 

Particle accelerators have many 
important applications. The high 
energy particle beams are an effective 
probe for unravelling the innermost 
structure of the matter and the forces 
that govern its behaviour. The higher 
the energy of the particles, the 
’smaller is the size of the matter that 
can be studied. Smaller accelerators 
are finding increasing use in 
medicine and industry. These ac¬ 
celerators are also used widely in in¬ 
dustry for treatment of materials, 
welding, drilling of refractory metals 
and etching of microchips in the 
production of integrated circuits. 

RESEARCH 

Pre-human fossil 2.4 m years old 
CIENTISTS say they have iden¬ 
tified the oldest well-documented 
fossil specimen of the immediate 
predecessors of humans, pushing 
back the direct evidence for this 
evolutionary line by 5,00,000 years. 

According to them the three-inch 
scrap of skull bone found 25 years 
ago in Kenya was 2.4 million years 
old and came from a member of the 
evolutionary group called "Homo". 

The finding, however, would not 
change scientific understanding of 
human evolution because stone tools 
made 2 million years ago have al¬ 
ready been attributed to a member of 
Homo. 

But, until now, there had been no 
strong evidence that members of 
Homo lived that long ago. 

When the bone fragment, which 
included the hole for the right ear and 
the part that met the lower jaw was 
found, researchers said they djd not 
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know whether it came from Homo or 
from related creatures called 
"australiopithecines". 

Researchers cited two features 
characteristic of Homo. One indi¬ 
cated that part of the creature's brain 
was directly over the jaw joint, 
whereas in australiopithecines the 
brain did not extend out that far. The 
other characteristic was the sharp 
angle of a ridge of bone called the 
petrous crest on the inside of the 
skull. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Pioneer-ID'S Odyssey in space 
continues 

IONEER-10 had set out for 
Jupiter, 20 years ago, carrying a 
message from earthlings, just in case. 

The nuclear-powered spacecraft 
is now billions of kilometres away 
further from earth than any other 
human made object and still beaming 
back precious scientific data as it 
hurtles deeper and deeper into space. 

The great technical miracle ot the 
whole thing i.s that we can receive 
intelligible data from billion ol miles 
away using only eight watts of radio 
power. That's great human achieve¬ 
ment. 

The faint radio pulses eventually 
will disappear and power to the 
scientific instruments will cease, 
probably around the year 2000. But 
Pioneer-lO's odyssey will go on and 
on, barring collision. 

No one knew what to expect 
when Pioneer-10 was hoisted into 
space by an Atlas-Centaur rocket on 
March 2,1972. The 250 kg craft was 
designed to operate for a minimum 
21 months, just long enough to fly by 
Jupiter and take pictures of the 
mysterious, giant planet. 

NASA worried whether the 
aluminium and magnesium probe 
would make it through the asteroid 
belt, a massive band of rock and dust 
orbiting between Mars and Jupiter, 
which a spacecraft had never passed 
before. 

Pioneer 10 entered the asteroid 
belt in July 1972 and emerged un¬ 
scathed seven months later. The 
spacecraft surviv^ another trial in 
December, 1973, in Jupiter's intense 
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radiation belts. 

When pioneer 10 crossed 
Neptune’s orbit in 1983 it became the 
first human-made object to leave the 
solar system. 

If it continued on its path, at a 
speed of thousands of kilometres per 
hour, it would pass within three light 
years of a star called Ross 248 in 
32,bl0 years. 

Seven of the 11 scientific instru¬ 
ments of the spacecraft still work, in¬ 
cluding Van Allen's tek'scope. They 
monitor solar wind, cosmic particles 
and ultraviolet glow. Scientists 
scrutinize the data for evidence of a 
10th planet and signs of the 
heliopause, the outer limits of the 
sun's influence Pioneer lO's radio 
signals take seven hours to reach 
earth. 

Signals are received once, some¬ 
times twice a day. 

For anyone or anything that 
might be out there. Pioneer 10 bears a 
plaque. It shows a naked man and 
woman standing side by ^’ide. The 
man's right hand is raised in greet- 
ing 

UN 

UN admits former Soviet republics 
HF United Nations General A,s- 
sembly has admitted on March 2, 
1992 nine members, including San 
Marino and eight republics of the 
former Soviet Union, thus raising its 
membership to 175. 

The eight republics are: Mol¬ 
dova, Kirgistan, Armenia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhistan, Azerbaijan 
and Turkmenistan. 

MISCELLANY 

Solar power: new thrust area 

new kind of antenna pointed at 
the sun is sprouting on rooftops 
of remote villages, providing 
thousands of Indians their first en¬ 
counter with electricity. 

Tapping energy from a source, 
150 million km away, that will last for 
five billion years, the antennas are 
part of systems designed to turn sun¬ 
light into electric power at sites, dis¬ 
tant and so far untouched by electric 


grids. 

Electricity from the sun is now 
running at least 40,000 domestic and 
street lights, several hundred railway 
signals and 30 mini-electric plants in 
Indian villages. Five more solar 
plants will soon be up on the An¬ 
daman islands. 

Some 75 million homes around 
India are potential beneficiaries of 
solar electric power as it gradually 
spreads promoted by scientists, the 
energy department and the private 
industry. 

"Solar electric power is the best 
option available for at least 10,000 
isolated villages", says Dr E.V R. 
Sastry, Director in the Non-Conven- 
tional Energy Sources (DNES). India 
has about 100,000 villages that have 
never seen electricity. 

Some fifty remote villages 
around India, located across deserts, 
thick jungles, and mountains now 
boast of their own solar electric 
plants that feeds light, community 
TV sets and water pumps. The street 
lights run 12 hours during the night, 
and domestic lights come on six 
hours in the evenings. 

Although solar pholovoltaics are 
primarily intended to be cost-effec¬ 
tive in remote areas, out of reach of 
commercial electricity, manufac¬ 
turers are also eyeing urban centres 
as potential markets. 

It the unsubsidised cost of 
kerosene is taken into account, light 
from solar lantern will cost less than 
half that of light from kerosene 
lamps. 

A solar photovoltaic powered 
consumer market could be created in 
urban areas where there is a craving 
for a reliable standby source during 
hours of loadshedding. Besides 
answering very low power needs, 
this sort of an urban-movement 
toward solar photovoltaics could cre¬ 
ate a favourable taste for this technol¬ 
ogy- 

The first solar-powered systems 
for medical applications are also 
emerging. Some Indian companies 
have unveiled solar-powered 


refrigerators which could play a key 
role in keeping vaccines at the right 
temperatures in villages. 

Inmarsat to be operational in May 
HE Rs 22-crore earth station to 
receive Inmarsat-A signals will 
become operational at Arvi, near 
Pune, in May, facilitating enhanced 
maritime communications. 

The station would be upgraded 
to receive signals from the Inmarsat- 
C before the first quarter of next year 
with additional investment of Rs 2.5 
crore. 

Besides 74 maritime terminals, 
the Union Government had sanc¬ 
tioned 14 terminals for land and 
mobile operations. Most of them are 
with the Oil and Natural Gas Com¬ 
mission and the Indian Oil Corpora¬ 
tion. 

India is a founder member of In¬ 
marsat but its share had plummetted 
to 0.43 per cent from two per cent 
because of poor utilisation. However, 
twith the setting up of the earth sta¬ 
tion the utilisation of the satellite 
should increase. 

The Indian Space Research Or¬ 
ganisation is trying to indigenoasly 
develop terminals for Inmarsat satel¬ 
lites. 

VSNL would soon experimCTiton 
the use of Inmarsat satellite terminals 
for telephone link in trains. The ex¬ 
periment would be conducted initial¬ 
ly in Shatabdi, Rajdhani or Taj 
Express. 

June 30 to be longer by 2 secs 

N extra second will be added to 
the world's clocks on June 30, ac¬ 
cording to the US Naval Observatory, 
which keeps the official time in the 
United States. 

The combination of a leap day 
and a leap second will make 15^2 the 
longest year since 1972, when a leap 
day and two leap seconds were 
added. 

This will be the 17th leap second 
added since 1972, when scientists 
decided to let their extremely ac¬ 
curate atomic clocks run inde¬ 
pendently of the rotation of the earth 
and then adjust them. 
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Winter Olympics, 1992 

Sixty five nations pnrtKipated 
in the bif'f’esl Winter Olympus 
in history, held at Albertville, 
France, from lebniary 9 to 21, 
1992 The ^anios were declared 
open by the French President, 
Mr Francois Mitterrand betore a 
crowd of 11,000 

1 he games ended with Ger¬ 
many on top of the medals tally 
They were followed by Common¬ 
wealth ot Independent States (CIS), 
Austria and Norway, in that order 

The main highlight of the games 
was a gold medal won by Jact]iieline 
Boeiner ot Germany in I,S00 m 
spc*cvlskatmg event She was nearly 
killed m an accident about 17 
months back 1 ler legs were so bat¬ 
tered that she had to spend eight 
months learning how to walk 

BOXING 

38th Senior National 
Championship 

In a dramatic tum of Wents, the 
pughsts ot Services did their team 
proud by bagging as many as six 
gold medals to retain the overall 
championship title in the 3Sth senior 
National Boxing Championship 
which concluded at Jamshedpur 

The Services boxers ticcumu- 
lated “il points, same as their close 
rivals. Hallways But Services won 
the title on the basis of winning 
more gold medals 

The Railways, could take home 
only three gold medals, despite 
their boxers figuring in nine final 
bouts 

16th Asian Championship 

South Korea emerged as the lead¬ 
ing Asian boxing nation claiming 
SIX golds at the 16th Asian Boxing 
Championships' which concluded at 
the Gymnasium, one of the National 

6S0 APRIL 92 COMPETITION MASTER 


Stadium, Bangkok 

India, which did not have a 
boxer figuring in the finals, baggcxi 
two bron/cs through Dharmendra 
Singh Yadav and Rajendra Piasad 
Incidentally Yadav was declared the 
most promising boxer of the tour¬ 
nament 

CRICKE T 

New Zealand-England Test Series 

Third Test Match: A broken leg 
for Fngland bowler David Lawrence 
and a scuffle involving team 
manager Micky Stewart marred the 
final day ol the third iruket lest 
against New Zealand, which ended 
in a draw at Wellington 

The final Test petered out to a 
draw after England baSman Allan 
I amb, with a sturdy century, foiled 
New Zealand's hopes of a consola¬ 
tion victory in the three match 
senes, which England won 2-0 

Srikanth first Indian to make 
4,000 runs in one-day cricket 

Krishnamachari Srikanth com¬ 
pleted 4,000 runs during his knock 
of 39 in India's opening World Cup 
engagement against England on 
February 22, 1992 He thus becomes 
the first Indian to cross the coveted 
mark 

For Ravi Shastri also the match 
was an important one The Indian 
Vice-captain completed 3,000 runs 
in instant cricket during his knock 
ot 50-plus 

Besides Srikanth, other Indians 
to reach the 3,000 tally so far have 
been Dihp Vengsarkar (3,508 from 
129 matches), Sunil Gavaskar 
(3,092 from 108 matches), Kapil 
Dev (3,341 from 182 matches) and 
M A/haruddin (3,064 from 130 
matches) 

The following is the list of 
batsmen who have scored more 
than 4,000 runs in one-day crick¬ 


et 

Desmond Haynes (Wc*st Indies) 
7,288 m 194 matihes, Javed Mian- 
dad (Pakistan) 6,073 m 186 matches, 
Allan Border (Australia) 5843 m 234 
matches. Dean jones (Austialia) 
4,793 in 125 matches, Richie 
Richardson (West Indies) 4694 in 
153 matches, Geof Marsh (Australia) 
4,225 in 113 matches, K Snkanth 
(India) 4,014 in 139 matches 

FOOTBA LL 

Federation Cup 

Favouiites Mohim Bagan missc-ci 
chances galore but still beat arch 
rivals 1 ast Bengal by a 2 0 in the 
16th Federation Cup at the Salt 
lake Stadium, Calcutta 

gymnastic 

5th Asian Junior Championship 

China retained the team titles in 
both the boys and girls sections 
of the fifth Asian junior Gymnas¬ 
tics Championships held in New 
Delhi 

The silver went to japm in both 
sections, while the two Koreas 
shared the bron/e medals, with 
North winning it in the boys and 
South in the girls sections 

HOCKEY 

Champions Trophy 

Forward Andreas Becker slammed 
in all four goals as Germany 
trounced Australia 4-0 to retain the 
14th Champions Irophy, played at 
Karachi, Pakistan 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh Gold Cup 

Railway Coach Factory (Kapur- 
thala) lifted the Maharap Ranjit 
Singh Gold Cup hockey trophy 
defeating favourites Punjab and 
Sind Bank (Delhi) via tie-breaker in 
the final The*teams, playing fast 
and attacking hockey, were tied at 
1-1 after extra lime. RCF won the 
tie-breaker 3-1 
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55th Men's National 
Championship 

Services lifted the Rangaswamy 
Cup with an aggregate of five goals 
to four against Indian Airlines in 
the Lifebuoy 55th men's national 
hockey championships. 

The teams were liKked 1-1 even 
at the end of extra time. 

SQUASH 

Welsh Classic Tournament 

Jansher Khan greatly increased his 
chance of winning back the world 
number one ranking when he beat 
the set ond-seeded Australian 
Open champion Chris Dittmar to 
win the Welsh Classic Squash 
Tournament. 

TENN IS 

Navratilova's 158th title 

Martina Navratilova won a record 
158th career singles title by saving 
a match point to beat Czechos¬ 
lovakian Jana Novotna at the 
350,000-doilar Virginia Slims ot 
Chicago Tournament. 

The 35-year-old Navratilova 
had shared the all-time record with 
her longtime rival Chris Evert, who 
retired two years ago. Jimmy Con¬ 
nors holds the men's mark at 109 
career singles titles. 

Courier on top of the world 
rankings 

Jim Courier became the first 
American in six and a half years 
to reach No. 1 in the world by 
defeating Derrick Rostagno 4-6, 6-3, 
6-2 in a semi-final of the $ 260,000 
Volvo San Francisco tennis tourna¬ 
ment. However, in the finals he 
was defeated by Michael Chang, 
also of USA. 

By reaching the tournament's 
finals. Courier earned enough com¬ 
puter points to surpass top-ranked 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden. 

Jimmy Connors is the only other 
American to be ranked No. 1 since 
the ATP rankings began in 1973. 

Courier, 21, won the 1991 
French Open and the 1992 
Australian Open and was a finalist 
in the U5. Open in 1991. 


■* Incremental Statutory Liquidity 
Ratio (SLR) slashed from 38.5 to 30 
per cent. 

* Income tax limit raised from Rs 
22,000 to Rs 28,0(X). 

* IT slabs reduced to three, new 
tax limits pegged at 20, 30 and 40 
per cent. 

* Wealth tax limit raised to Rs 15 
lakh 

* Excise duty on cigarettes, cement, 
tyres, steel, two-wheelers, light com¬ 
mercial vehicles (LCVs) up Total 
excise proposals to yield aaditional 
Rs 2211 crore 

* No change in corporate tax struc¬ 
ture 

* Partnership firms treed from 
double taxation 

* Tax incentives to working women, 
senior citizens, artists and 
sportsmen 

* Central Plan outlay tor 1992-93 
raised by 20 f^ier cent over 1991-92 
(Budget Esliinalc) and by 12.6 per 
cent over 1991-92 (Revised Fs- 
timatc)' to be Rs 48,407 crore 

* Fiscal deficit for 1992-93 to be 
reduced to Rs 34,308 crore against 
Rs 37,727 (Budget Estimate) and Rs 
37,992 croa’ (Kevised Estimate) in 
current year 1991-92 fiscal deficit 
down to 6.5 per cent of GDP. 

* Seven per rent hike in defence 
spending, peggixl at Rs 17,.500 crore: 
cfefence pensions up 15 per cent. 

* Rs 5000 crore for fertiliser subsidy, 
2000 crorc for hxid subsidy. 

* Expenditure tax on A/C res¬ 
taurants eliminated. 

* New scheme to attract shop¬ 
keepers and retailers in tax net. 

* Substantial reduction in import 
duties: revenue loss to be Rs 1700 
crore. Peak duty down from 150 
per cent to 110 per cent. 

* Double taxation of income in 
partnership firms to be avoided. 

*■ Income tax schemes on voluntary 
retirement schemes to be extended 
to private sector. 

* Income tax exemptions for higher 
income groups to be abolisneil, 
benefits under Section 88 to con¬ 
tinue. 

* Shares and bank deposits totally 
exempt from wealth tax. 


* Tax on long-term capital gains to 
be adjusted for inflation, exemptions 
witharawn. 

* Vl^ithdrawal of deductions under 
8()CCA and 80CCB for savings in 
mutual funds. 

* Deduction under SOL for un¬ 
earned incomes withdrawn. Minor's 
income, except wage income, 
clubbed with that of parent. 

* Capital gains tax to be a flat 20 
per cent for individuals and HUFs, 
40 per cent for companies and firms. 

* SEBl authorised private sector 
mutual funds exempted from in¬ 
come tax 

* Exempticin from expenditure tax 
on payments in foreign exchange 


withdrawn 
Rupee comes 

Borrowing from RBI 4P 

Non tax revenue 14P 

Customs 18P 

Internal borrowings 18P 

Other capital reci-ipts 6P 

Corporation tax 6P 

Income tax 6P 

External borrowings 3P 

Excise 23P 

Other taxt“s 2P 

Rupee goes 

Central plan 13P 

Interest 23P 

Defence 1.31’ 

State's share ot taxes and 
duties 14P 

Non-plan assistance 6P 

Subsidies 7P 


State and UT plan a.ssistance 12P 
Other non-plan expenditure 12P 
Q. What were the highlights of 
Economic Survey for lWl-92? 

* Growth in GDP of about 2.5 per 
cent. 

* Good performance by infrastruc¬ 
ture. 

* Five to 6 per cent growth in 
services. 

* Foreign exchange reserves reach 
4.4 bUlion 

* Inflation rate down to 11.8 per 
cent. 

* Agricultural growth static—at 
best negligible. 

* Industrial production registers 
negative growth. 
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WHO’S WHO 


T 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Siiiiiii Rtinjati Btiniiaii: He has 
been elected as the Chiet Minister 
of Tripura. 

Hcaiit Siii<flr He has been 
elected as the Chu-t Minister of 
Punjab. 

Cioiii Balh'i He took over as 
the first il’nlfaif^ ot Israel to 

India foIIowinj> the decision of the 
two countries to have tull-fledged 
diplomatic relations. 

T/i()ii/(is Piikmii;^'. I le is the new 
Ambassador of USA to India. 

P.V. Nora^inilin Rno: Prime Min¬ 
ister of India, he has been elected 
the President of Congress I. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Pnitcc Cliarlc-^ ami Ladif Duma of 
Britain. 

Sivu Niiiotuii: President ot 
Namibia. 

Niti'^iiltaii NauirbayciK Presi- 


FEBRUARY 

12—Pakistan authorities block at¬ 
tempt bv jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKI F) to 
cross the line i>t actual control. 
At least 12 persons are killed 
in tiring by Pakistani troops 


dent of Kazakhstan. 

Alf Sx'ciisfioii: Deputy Foreign 
Minister of Sweden. 

Xit Du in in: Deputy Foreign 
Minister ol China. 

Data Sri liaji Moiid Najib Bin 
Tun Haji Abdul Riizak: Defence Min¬ 
ister ot Malaysia. 

/(«i(> dc Ociis Pinlu'ini: Foreign 
Minister of Portugal. 

Hans Van Den Block: Foreign 
Minister of Netherlands. 

Died 

Alc\ Halci/: The famous author 
ot Roots and The Autobio^rai>!iii o) 
Malcolm X. He w'as 70. 

Sunder. Veteran comedian of 
Indian film industry. He was 78. 

Mennclieui Beifiii: Former Prime 
Minister of Israel who helped forge 
the historic Camp David accord 
with Egypt. 


13—In a cold-blooded operation, 
armed extremists massacn.' 39 
persons in Bara village, 42 km 
from Gaya in Bihar. 

17—The meeting called by the 
Prime Minister, Mr Narasimha 


Rati, to find a solution to the 
Cauvery row, fails. 

18— 47 persons are killed in a 
wall collapse during 
Mahamaham festival in 
Kerala. 

19— .30 per cent turn out is 
reported in peaceful Punjab 
elections. 

20— —Congress I gets two-thirds 

majorilv in Pupjab elections. 

25—Railway Budget for 1992-93 
is presenteil in the Lok Sabha. 

—President's rule is revoked in 
Punjab. A 2b-member Con- 
grt'ss ministry, headed by Mr 
Beant Singh, is sworn-in. 

29-The 1992-93 Budget is 
presented in the Lok Sabha 
by the rinance Minister Dr 
Manmohan Singh. 

MARCH 

1—The partial rupee convert¬ 
ibility comes into eltect. 

3—The Reserve Bank ot India 
switches over to the US dollar 
as intervention currency. 

b —At least 57 people are killed 
in clashes, between Azerbaijan 
and Armenian forces, over the 
disputed enclave ot Nagorny 
Karabakh. 

8— At least 120 people are killed 
as a ferry collides with an oil 
tanker in the Gulf of Thailand. 

9— The Congress 1 Government 
survives trial of strength in 
Lok Sabha. BJP amendments 
are defeatevl by 52 votes. 


EVENTS 


on the jKLF marchers. 


KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBLISHERS) PVT LTD 

126, Industrial Area, Chandigarh^lBO 002 

(PuBfisfiers of ^est Moolis on 
QeneraC 7(nozo[ecfye & Current affairs 
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OBJBCnVE-TYPe QUESTIONS 


QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 


The ijiu’sfions givoi Moie were set in the Income-lax/Ex- ■ 
cise Inspectors' Exminnothn held on the 22nd December, 1991. 

We are eraMul to Saroshri Rnnjan Rajnn and Canfain 
Kumar Sineli of Patna far -n'lidinif these questions to ns. 

1. Tne sum of two numbers is 528 and their HCF is 
33. The number of pairs of numbers satisfying the above 
condition is: 

ia) 16 (W 12 (c) 8 ((/) 4 

2. The greatest number that will divide 187,2.33 and 
279 leaving tne same remainder in each case is: 

la) .30 (/i) 36 ic) 46 id) 56 

• 3. The difference between the place value of 7 in 

574873'is: 

(a) 69930 (h) 59930 (c) 96390 {d) 69305 

♦ • ] 

4. Water expands of >fs volume as it freezes 

into ice. The cubic metres ot ice which can be obtained 
from a 55 cubic metres of water is: 

(a) 50 (b) 60 ((') 80 id) 75 

5. The simplification ot: 

13* ■ [ 4 ’-13-(2-2)11 gives 

(d) 9 ’ (6) ,10l . (c) 10'] id) 1 . 3 ' 

2 *'2 4 2 

6. A man ordered 4 pairs of black scK'ks and some 
pairs of brown socks. The price of a black pair is double 
that of a brown pair. While preparing the bill, the clerk 
interchanged the number ot black and brown pairs by 
mistake which increased the bill by 50%. The ratio of the 
number of black and brown pair ot scKks in the original 
order was: 

(a) 4 :1 (/>) 2-A ic) 1 ;4 (d) 1.2 

7. Theyalueof is: 

V.09 

(a) 3 (b) 0.3 (c) 30 (d) 300 

8. A four digit number divisible by 7 becomes 
diyisiblc by 3 when 10 is added to it. The largest such 
number is: 

(a) 9987 (b) 9989 (c) 9996 (if) 9947 

9. If // is any positive integer then 3^"- 4 " is always 
divisible by: 

(a) 7 (6) 17 (c) 112 (d) 145 

10. A man plants 15625 apple trees in his garden and 
arranges them so that there areas many rows as there are 
apple trees in the row, then the' number of rows is. 

(a) 125 (h) 85 (c) 105 W) 135 

11. What number should be subtracted from 23, 30, 
57 and 78, so that the remainders may be proportiorial." 

(a) j6 (b) 5 ic) 4 (d) 7 

12. A and B run round a circular garden whose cir¬ 
cumference is 1200 metres at the rate of 210 m and 1(W m 
per minute respectively. If they run in the opposite direc¬ 
tion, they will meet each other in: 

id) 1 minutes (b) 3 minutes 

(c) 30 minutes (d) 40 minutes 


13. A football team won 40% of the total number of 
matches it played during a year. If it lost 50% of the 
matches played and 20 matches were drawn, the total 
number of matches played by the team during the year 
was: 

(a) 40 (/>) .50 (c) 100 id) 200 

14 The average monthly salary paid to 75 employees 
in a company is Rs 1420. The average salary of 25 of them 
IS Rs 1350 and that of 30 others is Rs 142.5. The average 
salary of the remaining employees .is: 

(a) Rs 13.50 ib) Rsl425 ic) Rs 1500 id) Rs 1420 

15. In a bag there are coins of 25 paise and lOpaisein 
the ratio 6:17. if bag contains Rs 16 then the number of 10 
pai.se coins is: 

ia) .30 ib) 40 (c) 70 (if) 85 

16. The average of three numbers is 135. The largest 
number is 180 and the difference of the others is 25. The 
smallest number is: 

ia) 130 ib) 125 ic) 120 id) 100 

17. It Rs 1066 are divided amoiw A, B, C and D such 
that A; B = 3 • 4, B: C - 5:6 and C: D = 7:5, who will get 
the maximum? 

(a) B ib) A , ic) C id) D 

% 18. A man can row * 1^/K(>ur instill water and he 

finds that it takes him thrice as much time to row up than 
as to rov\' down the same distance in river. The speed of 
current is: 

ia) 3 .^km/hour ib) 3 ^km/hour 

2 

ic) 14 km/hour id) 4 ^km/hour 

19. CJold is 19 times as heavy ds water and copper is 
9 times as heavy as water. In what ratio these be mixed to 
get an alloy 15 times as heavy as water? 

ia) 1:1 ib) 2: 3 ic) 1:2 id) 3 :2 

20. The hands of a clock are 3 cm and 1 cm long 
respectively. The difference between the distances 
traversed by their extremities in 6 hours is: 

ia) 971 cm ib) 1871 cm (c) 2471 cm id) 3571 cm 

21. A retailer buys 30 pens from a wholesaler and 
pays equal to marked price of 27 pens. If he sells the pens 
at the marked price, his fjrofit per cent in the transaction 
is: 

ia) 9^^^% ib) 10% ic) 11^% (if) 20% 

22. A can do a piece of work in 7 days of 9 hours each! 
and B can do it in 6 days of 7 hours each. How long will 

* 2 

they take to do it, working'together 8^ hours a day. 

ia) 2 days ib) 3 days (r) 4 days id) 4 ^ days 

23. A shopkeeper's charges are 20% over cost price. 
He allows his customers 10% off their bills for cash pay- 
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ment His net e.iin per cent is 

(<7) 12 (M 8 (i) 10 W) IS 

24 If A takes half a*, long to do a pus-e of work as B 
takes ind C does it in the s<ime time as A and B together 
If all working togethoi lan linish the w'ork m 7 days, then 
C does the work in 

(rt) 14 days (1>) 21 days (c) ISdays (</) 42 days 

25 A shopkeeper first allow s a discount t)t 20V< on a 
certain variety of iloth and then furthet>gives a discount 
of IS'/t to the persons holding a shareholder's coupon 
The total discount received by a person holding a 
shareholder's coupon would be 

in) SO'l (W M'r (t) SSSV, (,f) SSV, 

26 An electrical fan listed at Rs 260 is sold at a dis 
count of 10' { Due to oft season, another discount of 891 is 
available, the n its selling price is 

(a) Rs200 (h) Rs21S28 

(t) Rs?‘12 72 ((/) Rs272 S2 

27 Tw o trains trav el in opposite direc tions at % km 
and 4‘5 km per hour and a man sitting in the slower tram 
passt*s the faster tram in 8 seconds length of the taster 
tram is 

on SOm (/>) 100 m (i) 120 m (rf) 180 m 

28 A horse worth Rs ‘lOtX) is sold by A to B ata 10‘7r' 
loss B stdis the horse back to A at a lO'f gain The result 

IS 

(ti) A makes no profit or loss (h) BgainsRs9(X) 

(t) A loses Rs‘f(M) ((/) A loses Rs 810 •• 

29 A certain sum doubles itselt in a period of five 
veais at a certain rate of simple interest With the same rale 
of interest Rs IlH) will amount to Rs 24tJ0 in 

on lSyc*ars (/>) 20 years 

0) 10 years 01) IS years 

10 Mohan can do a piece of work m 40 days He 
works at it tor S days and then Sohan comes to his help 
and fmisht's it in 21 days 1 lence Mohan and Sohan can do 
this piece of work m 

on 10da\s (h) 12 days 

(c) 20 days -W)24da\s 

11 A ri'ctangular carpet has an area of 60 sc] m Its 
diagonal and its longer side together t\]ual S times the 
shorter side 1 he length of the carpet is 

(a) Sm (l>) 12m (i) 11m OD 14Sm 

12 



Vff ’15“ V*? W MP MI 


In the above figure the temperature of the patient at 
n 00 A M and 100 PM respc»ctivcly are 

(a) 100^,10^^ (b) 100°F, 103°F 

(i) 104"^ lOO'^’F >01) 10ST,100'’F 

13 A sum of Rs 4{X30 yields a compound interest of 
Rs 610 50 in 3 years, interest being compounded annually 
The rate of interest per annum is 

(a) 4%- (h) 5% (0 8% (d) 10% 

14 The slant height and the diameter of a conical 
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tombafe25mand 14 m respectively The cost of polishing 
Its curved surface at 80 paise per sq mt is 

on Rs4 40 (h) Rs44 00 

He) Rs440 00 (rf) Rs660 00 

15 Study the following table and answer the ques¬ 
tions below 

Slafes Student Enrolment (1980-84) 

1980 1981 ^1982 [l983 1984 

1 Maharashtra 721 840 900 920 ' 925 

Kerala 1035 ^ 940 1200 UOO JSOO 

Karnataka | 750 600 f 810 575 900 

West Bengal i 500 550 ^ 450^ 600 ' 525 

Andhra Pradesh I 800 840 875 | 'vai 785 

Which of the following statements is not correct’ 

In the year 1981, Maharashtra and Andhra 
^ Pradesh had same number of students 

(b) In Andhra Pradesh, there was a continuous in¬ 
crease m the number of students* except in the 
year 1984 

I 0 ) In West Bengal, the number of students was the 
lowest in all the years as compared to the other 
States 

OD In Kerala, the number of students was higher in 
all the years as compared to the other States 

16 What sum w ill amount to Rs 6600 in 4 v ears at 8‘f 
per annum simple interest’ 

on RsbOtX) (b) Rs5000 

(t) Rs4000 01) Rs62(X) 

17 A well with an inside diameter of 8 m is 14 m 
dc'ep Earth taken out of it has been spread evenly all 
around it to a width of 1 m to form an embankment The 
height of the embankment approximately is 

on 0 68 m (W 6 8 m (t) 68 m 

01) None of these 

18 What is the spet*d of a car if its wheel is 07 m m 
diameter and makes sOO revolutions per minute’ 

Oj) 2 2 km/hour (h) *60 xm/hour 

(c) 66 km/hour (d) 100 km/hour 

6 X 10 

19 expresstvl in scientific notation is equal 
9xl0'^ 


(a) 67x10 ■” (b) 67^x10'-'^’ 

(1)6 7x10"'^ (d) 67x10^" . 

40 The approximate product 26990 x OJO0914 to one 
significant figure is 

(n) 10x10^ (b) 27xl0' ^ 

0) 1x10^ .(rf) 2 52 xlO^ ^ 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


_ HISTORY _ 

1. Which of the following 
countries excelled all the other im¬ 
perial nations of Europe at the open¬ 
ing of the 20th century? 

in) France 

(b) Germany 

(c) Russia 
Acf) Britain 

(e) USA 

2. John Morley, the radical 
thinker, whom the Labour Party in 
Britain considered a suitable spoKes- 
man of their opinions, was ap- 

F minted the Secretary of State for 
ndia in the year: 

(rt) 1904 
(/>) 1905 
(<•) 1906 
W) 1907 

5. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is lalse: 

(ff) Tukaram was a contem- i 
porary ol Shivaji 
(b) Njadir Shah invaded Delhi 
during the role ot the i 
Mughal emperor Muham¬ 
mad Shah 

(c) The Dutch East India Com¬ 
pany was established in the 
year 1602 A.D. 

ill) the first Gov'ernor of the 
Portuguese possessions in 
India was Alfanso-de-Al- 
buquerciue 

4. The first Non-aligned sum¬ 
mit was held in 1961 in the city of: 

Oi) Belgrade 
(h) Lusaka 
(c) New Delhi 
id) Havana 

5. Who among the following is 
asstKiated with Macedonia? 

(i?) Alexander the Great 
(b) Napoleon Bonaparte 
(c) Ne^on 

(if) George Washington 
(c) None of these 
6. A resolution for complete in¬ 
dependence of India was passed in 
Congress session held in: 

(a) Lahore ^ 

(b) Madras 
(c) Delhi 
(d) Lucknow 
' (e) Calcutta 

7. Aianta caves are situated in 
the State of: 


I Maharashtra 

(b) Madhya Pradt*sh 

(c) Orissa 

(d) Karnataka 
(c) Kerala 

IT. Who among the following 
I was a contemporary of Kalidas? 

(a) Ashol«i 

' j(W Chandra Gupta II 

U) Samudra Gupta 
I (d) Prithvi Raj Cnohan 

(c) Pulakesin-Il 

9. Gautama Buddha was bom 
in; 

1 (n) Vaishali 

(b) Bodh Gaya 
(f) Lumbini 
(if) Kapilvastu 

10. The place where Tipu Sultan 
died fighting the British forces is 
known as: 

(ii) Nandi Hill 
4ii) Seringapatnam 

(c) Hampi 
(if) Sarnath 

11. The English established their 
first trade centre in 1614 A.D. at: 

(rt) Chandcrnagore 

(b) Calicut 

(c) Surat 
(if) Madras 

12. Khajuraho temples were 
built by the: 

(i») C'handella rulers 
(b) Taluva rulers 
(r) fiolenki rulers 
id) Chola nilers 

13. Who was known as "Fueh¬ 
rer"? 

Or) Hitler 

(b) Stalin 

(c) Mussolini 
id) Napoleon 

14. Who was founder of the 
Aligarh Muslim University? 

(a) Madan Mohan Malaviya 
ih) Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 
(c) Dr Zakir Hussain 
id) Dr Mir Qasim 

15. Who was the first woman 
President of the Indian National Con¬ 
gress? 

(a) Vijaya Laxmi Pandit 
ib) Indira Gandhi 
(c) Sucheta Kripalani 
. (if) Sarojini Naidu 

16. Who was the founder of 
"Khalsa"? 

(a) Guru Nanak 


ib) Guru Gobind Singh / 

(c) Guru Tegh Bahadur 

(d) Guru Arjan Dev 

17. Tripitakas is a sacred book of: 

(a) Jainism 

(b) Buddhism 

(c) Sikhism 

(d) Hinduism 

18. The leader of the 1917 Rus¬ 
sian Revolution was: 

(a) Lenin 

(b) Stalin 

(c) Tolstoy 

(d) Karensky 

19. Fahcin, a Chinese traveller, 
visited India during the reign of: 

(a) Chandragupta Maurya 

' (b) Chandragupta Vikrama- 

I ditya 

I (c) Asnoka 

(if) Harsha 

I 20. The slogan "Liberty, Prater* 

I nity and Equality" was raisw in the: 

I (i?)* French Revolution 

I ib) Russian Revolution 

I (c) Irish People's Revolution 

; id) American War of Inde- 

I pendcnce 

I 21. Bardoli Satyagraha is as¬ 
sociated with: 

(ii) Sardar Patel 
I ib) M.K. Gandhi 

I (c) Kaka Kalelkar 

I (if) Vinoba Bhave 

I 22. The tragedy of Jalliam^ala 
Bagh took place during the 
I Viceroyalty of: 

(ii) LordCurzon 
1 ib) Lord Wellington 

I (^) Lord Chelmsfoid 

, (if) Lord Wavel 

1 23. The date April 6, 1930, in In* 

' dian history is known for: 

I (a) first Round Table Con- 

I ference in London 

(b) Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

_ (c) Dandi March by Mahatma 
Gandhi 

(if) "Quit India" movement 

24. Amir Khusro was the court 
poet of: 

(i?) Akbar 

(b) Mohd Ghazni 

(c) Shahjahan 

(d) Alauddin Khilji - 

(e) Babur 

25. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is wrong? 

(ff) Magdlan was the first per- 
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son to sail round the world 
(/>) French Revolution took 

f laccin the year 1789 
he movement for the 
return of lews to Palestine 
was called Zionism 
(W) The Sumerian civilization 
’ flourished on the banks of 

’ the river Nile 

26. Rajaraja-I was the great king 
of; 

(fl) Chola dynasty 
(h) Chalukya dynasty 

(c) Maurya dynasty 

(d) Gupta dynasty 

27. Humavun was defeated by 
Sher Shah Suri at Kannaui in: 

(ii) l‘^39AD 
(h) 1^40AD ■ 

(c) 1543 AD 
(</) 1602 A.D. 

28. The Surat Congress session 
is known tor: 

(rt) split between Mahatma 
Gandhi and Subhash 
Chandra Bose 

(h) split between the 
moderates and the ex¬ 
tremists 

(c) passing of the "Quit India" 
resolution 

(d) declaration for complete in¬ 
dependence 

29. Which battle laid the founda¬ 
tion of the Mughal rule in India? 

(ii) Battle of Plassey 
(10 Battle of Talikota 
(c) Battle of Haldighat 

(d) Third battle of Panipat 
(c) None of these 

30. The name of the ruined capi¬ 
tal of Vijayanagar Empire was: 

(n) Hampi- 
(10 Ilalebid 
(c) Harappa 
(d) Mohenjodaro 

31. What was the main reason 
for the mutiny of 1857? 

(a) Doctrine of Lapse 
(h) devotion to the country 
(c) use of greased cartridges 
(d) maltreatment of the local 
people 

32. Clive laid the foundation of 
the British Empire by winning the 
battle of: * 

(fl) Wandiawash 
(b) Panipat 
(c) Plassey ■- 
(d) Talikota 

33. The Buland Darwaza was 
built to mark Akbar's conquest of: 

(fl) Malwa 
(fi) Chittor 
(c) Gujarat 
(d) Uijain 

34. Which of the following state¬ 


ments is false: 

(rt) Brahmo Samaj was 
founded by Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy 

(h) Razia Begum was the first 
and the only Muslim lady 
to sit on the throne of Delhi 

(c) Gautama Buddha was Ixim 
in Lumbini 

(d) The first railway line in 
India ran between Bombay 
and Thana 

(e) None of these 

35. Through which Act was the 
English East India Company brought 
under the supervision of the British 
Parliament? 

(a) Pitt's India Act, 1784 

(b) The Regulating Act, 1774 

(c) Government of India Act, 
1919 

(d) Indian Councils Act, 1861 

36. Who said "Freedom is my 
birth-right and I shall have it"? 

(a) Lala Lapat Rai 

(b) Bipin Cnander Pa! 

(c) Mahatma Gandhi 

(d) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

37. What was the main reason 
behind Gandhiji's decision to call oft 
the "Non-cooperation Movement"? 

(а) imprisonment of Gandhiji 
and other top-line leaders 

(б) violent incidences at 

/ Chauri Chaura in 

Gorakhpur district of D.P. 

(c) compromise between the 
Congress Party and the 
British government 

(d) fear of loss of too many 
lives in the process 

38. In which year did the 
Cabinet Mission (of Britain) came to 
India? 

(a) 1936 

(b) 1942 

(f) 1944 

(d) 1945, 

(e) None of these 

39. Which of the following 
philosophers influenced the French 
Revolution by his thoughts? 

(a) Marx 
(h) Aristotle 
<c) Rousseau 
(d) ReneCassin 

40. Which of the following is 
correct in chronological order? 

(a) Russian Revolution— 

Chinese Revolution— 

American Revolution— 
French Revolution 

(b) Chinese Revolution— 
American Revolution— 
French Revolution—Russian 
Revolution 

(c) Russian Revolution— 
American Revolution— 


French Revolution— 

Chinese Revolution 

(d) American Revolution— 
French Revolution—Rus¬ 
sian Revolution—Chinese 
Revolution 

41. East India Company was es¬ 
tablished in the year: 

(ti) 1532 

(b) 1587 

(c) 1600 

(d) 1701 

42. What was the real name of 
Chanakya? 

(a) Vaisakhadatta 

(b) Vishnu Gupt' 

(c) Vasubandhu 

(e) Kautilya 

43. The Chola dynasty was an 
ancient Tamil kinguom along the 
banks of the river; 

(a) Tapti 

(b) Godavari 

(c) Krishna 

(d) Cauvery-J 

44. The city of Amritsar was 
foundcxl in the year 1577 by 

(ii) Guru Nanak 

(b) Guru Arjan Dev 

(c) Guru Ram Das., 

(d) Guru Tegh Bahadpr 

45. In which year did the Indian 
Naval Mutiny against the British take 
place? 

(rt) 1942 

(b) 1945 

(c) 1946 

(d) 1947 

(c) 1857 

46. The Government of India 
Act of 1935 abolished; 

(a) Bicameral Legislature 

(b) Separate Communal Elec¬ 
tions 

(c) Dyarchy in Provinces 

(d) Provincial Autontwny 

47. Which of the following is 
true? 

(a) The battle of Kalinga was 
fought in 361 B.C. 

(b) In the second battle of 
Tarain, Prithvi Rai Chohan 
defeated Mohammad 
Ghori 

(c) In the second battle of 
Panipat, Babur defeated 
Ibrahim Lodhi 

(d) Battle of Plassey was 
fought in 1757 

48. The first partition of Bengal 
was done during the Viceroyalty of: 

(a) Hastings 

(b) Curzon 

(c) Cornwallis 

(d) Dupleix 

49. The most powerful and 
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prosperous king of Vijayanagar Em¬ 
pire was: 

(a) Krishna Dev Raya> 
ih) I^nishka 
(r) Tantiya Tope 
(d) Chalukya 

50. Which of the following com¬ 
bination IS false? 

in) Dr Rajendra Prasad—First 
President of the Indian 
Republic 

(h) C. Rajagopalachari—first 
Indian Governor-General 
of Free India 

(c) Sardar Patel—First Home 
Minister of India 
id) Dr Ambedkar—Chairman 
of the Constituent Assemb- 
\y, which framed the Indian 
Constitution 
(c) None of these 

51. Alexander invaded India in: 

(a) 526 B.C. 

(h) 326 B.C. 

(c) 226 B.C 
id) 326 A.D 

GEOGRAPFIY 


52 South Pole was discovered in 
1912 by 

(n) Ronald Amundsen 
(fr) jvm Corbett 

(c) Romam Rolland 

(d) Wassily LcontiQf 

53. The National Institute of 
Oceanography is located in: 

(ii) Bombay 

(b) Panag / 

(t) Coimbatore 
(fO Kanyakuman 

(c) Madras 

54 Diurnal range of tempera¬ 
ture IS the difference b«ween the 
maximum and the minimum 
temfjeraturc of. 

(a) a day 

(b) a week 

(c) a month 

(d) a year 

55. The highest waterfall (Ger- 
soppa Waterfall; in India is located in 
the State of: 

(a) Tamil Nadu 
(h) Kerala 
(f) Karnataka * 

(d) Maharashtra 

(e) Himachal Pradesh 

56. On which of the following 
niinerals does India depend largely 
on foreign imports? 

(a) iron ore 
(2i) silica 
(c) bauxite . 
id) copper / 

57. Whicn of the following state¬ 
ments is wrong? 

(a) A comet gets its name after 


the name of the astronomer 
who discovers it 
ib) Everywhere at the equator, 
the latitude is zero 
(c) The hottest planet of the 
solar system is Mars 
id) Solar eclipse occurs when 
the moon comes in-be- 
tween the sun and the earth 
Which State in India 


58. wmen state in India 
produces the largest quantity of bar¬ 
ley? 

(a) Bihar 
(fc) Haryana 

(c) Punjab 
id) U.P 

59. Which of the following 
rivers of Peninsular India flow 
towards the northern plain? 

(a) Godavari 

(b) Krishna 

(f) Luni 

(d) Chambal 

(e) Sone 

60. Cuba IS in: 

(a) Pacific Ocean 
(h) Atlantic Ocean ’ 

(c) Black Sea 

(d) Red Sea 

61. Which of the following sub¬ 
stances is used for the preservation of 
grams? 

(a) Bone Atid , 

(b) Sodium Benzoid - 

(c) Potassium Permanganate 

(d) Alum 

62 Number of signs in the 
Zodiac is. 

(of 7 
(b) 9 
(0 12 
(d) 27 

63 Which of the follow'ing 
planets is nearest to the Sun? 

(a) Mercury* 

(b) Mars 

(c) Uranus ^ 
id) Venus * 

64. How much per cent of the 
total geographic area of India is 
under forests^ 

(a) 22.7 

(b) 30.6 
(0 42 

(d) 45 

65. Of which of the following 
items, India is the largest exporter in 
the world? 

(a) Rice 

(b) Wheat 

(c) Rubber 

(d) Cardamom-' 

66. The innermost layer of the 
earth is called: 

(fl) LithcMphere 
(W Mesosphere 
(c) Ionosphere 


(d) Cone 

67. Olive and Cork-oak grow in: 

(a) Mediterranean type re¬ 
gions 

(b) Siherian type regions 

(c) Equatorial type regions 

(d) Temperate type regions 

68. A depression in a range of 
hills is called: 

(a) Col 

(b) Ridge 

(c) Goife 
id) Core 

69.. A gorge, relatively narrow 
but of consmerable size, bounded by 
steep slopes and usually formed by 
river, is known as: 

(fl) Canyon 
(W Atoll 

(c) Great Bear 

(d) Isthmus 

70. Isohel is a: 

(a) Contour line showing 
equal amount of sunshine 

(b) Contour line showing 
equal rainfall 

(c) Contour line of magnetic 
declination 

(li) Line joining those places 
which nave same 
barometric pressure 

71. Which planet is never visible 
from the earth at mid-night? 

(u) Uranus 
(W Neptune 
(r) Pluro 
Venus 

72. Gulf stream is a warm ocean 
current emerging from the: 

(a) GuftofMexico 

(b) Persian Gulf 

(f) Strait of Hormuz 

(d) White Sea 

73. As seen from the earth, 
which planet passes through phases 
similar to those of moon? 

(a) Pluto 
ib) Mars 

(c) Venu&/ 

(d) Jupiter 

74. Who among the following 
was the first to measure the circum¬ 
ference of the Earth? 

(a) Eratosthenes 

(b) Newton 

(c) Aryabhatta 

(d) Einstein 

75. The National Emblem of 
India, Lion Capitol, has been taken 
from: 

(a) the temples of Konark 
(W Ashoka^s Pillar at ^math'' 

(c) Sanchi Stupa at Ranchi 
00 Mundaka Upanishad 

76. On which river is Surat 
situated? 

(a) Narbada ^ 
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(h) Tapti 
((') Mahanadi 
W) Krishna 

EVERYDAY SCIENCE 

77. Electric current is generated 
by: 

(a) diode 

(b) transistor 

(c) dynamcv 
id) Motor 

78. Transformers are used to: 

(fl) convert AC to IXT 

(f>) convert DC to AC 

(c) step up DC voltage 

step up or step down AC 
voltage 

79. The sky is blue because 

{<() there is more blue light in 
the sunlight 

(b) ot scattering of sunlight by 
air molecules in the atmos¬ 
phere 

(r) ot scattering of sunlight by 
dust particles in the atmos¬ 
phere 

(d) other colours arc absorbed 
by heavenly bodies 

80. In order that a hydrometer 
may float vertically in water, its 
centre of gravity should be: 

(a) raisoci 

(b) lowered 

(c) displaced sideways 
((/) undisturbed 

81. A particle in uniform circular 
motion has' 

((?) no acceleration 

(b) constant acceleration 

(c) increasing acceleration 

(d) decreasing acceleration 

82. Under which of the follow¬ 
ing conditions is a gas most soluble in 
a liquid'^ 

(a) high temperature and high 
pressure 

(h) low temperature and low 
pressure 

(f) nigh temperature and low 
pressure 

(d) low temperature and high 
pressure 

83. Of the following, which is 
the purest form of Iron? 

(a) wrought iron/ 

(b) crude iron 

(c) pig iron 

(d) stM 

84. Honey bees get their food 
from: 

(fl) buds 

(b) flowers 

(c) fruits 

(d) seeds 

'4 85. Dispersal of seeds takes 
pUce through; 

(a) man ' 


I (b) birds 

(c) cattle 

(d) all of the above 

86. A human whose gal! bladder 
is removed may at first have difficul¬ 
ty in: 

(a) carbohydrate digestion 

(b) fat emulsification 

(c) protein oxidation 

(d) starch assimilation 

87. Which hormone stimulates 
the pancreas to produce pancreatic 
juice? 

(d) adrenm 

(b) insulin 
(f) ACTH 
(d) secretin 

88 The bending of stems toward 
light is due to uneven growth of cells 
caused by. 

(d) enzymes 

(b) auxins 

(c) gibberellic acid 
(i/) stored proteins 

89. As blood passes through 
lungs, gases are exchanged through 
blcKid vessels called: 

(d) capillaries 

(b) arteries 
(f) arterioles 
(d) veins 

90. Respiration in earth worms 
is directly dependent upon large sur¬ 
face areas of: 

(d) lung 

(b) moist skin . 

(f) tracheae 

(d) gills ^ 

91. Of the following rock types, 
which one is likely to yield the most 
abundant supply of ground water? 

(d) granite 

(b) basalt 

(c) sandstone ' 
id) limestone 

92. The mechanical breaking 
down of rocks into smaller fragments 
IS known as: 

(d) decomposition 

(b) oxidation : 

(t) carbonation 
{(i) disintegration <■ 

93. A sedimentary rock which is 
made from stratified mud is: 

(a) sandstone 

(b) shale * 

(f) conglomerate 
(d) granite 

94. The sun is the centre of: 

(d) all the stars 

(b) the solar system, 

(c) the sky 

(d) the N^lky Way 

95. As excited hydrogen atoms 
return to the ground state, they emit: 

(a) elecnxms 

(b) protons 


I (c) photons 

j (d) neutrons . 

96. Which wave requires a 
medium for transmission? 

(d) light 

(b) infra-red 

(c) radio 

I (d) sound ' 

I 97. If the mass of an object were 
doubled, its acceleration due to 
gravity would be: 

(a) halved 

(b) doubled 

(c) unchanged 

(d) quadrupled* 

I 98. The rate at which a force 
I does work may be measured in: 

' (d) watts 

I (b) newtons 

' (c) joules 

(d) kilocalories 

99 Which element is present in 
all common fuels'^ 

(d) carbon 
I (b) nitrogen 

' (c) oxygen 

(d) phosphorus 

I KX). Wood heated in an enclosed 

I container will produce. 

I (d) coal 

I (W charcoal 

! (<§ coke 

i , (S) ash 

I 101 . Which metal IS attracted by 

I a magnet? 

(a) copper 

(b) lead 
(f) cobalt 

(d) aluminium 

102. Whi^ of the following will 
not bum? >• 

^ to) carbon tetrachloride x/ 

I (b) gasoline 


id)' turpentine 

103. Mushrooms reproduce by 
means of: 

to) seeds 

(b) spores 

(c) cuttings 
'j (d) bulbs 

104. Which of these plants has 
flowers that are usually pollinated by 
bees? 

to) clover j 

(b) com 

(c) fern 

(d) rye 

105. A mouse is classified as: 

to) an amphibian 

ib) a mammal 

(c) a crustacean 

(d) a reptile 

106. A bdlanced aquarium 
should contain water, animals, and: 

to) pebbles 

(b) shells 
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(c) coloured rock^' 

id) green plant%/ I 

107. In which organ of the man, 1 
the voluntary muscles are present? | 

(fl) in heart ! 

ib) in forearm ! 

(c) in the wall of blood vessels 
id) in lower jaw 

108. Which organ is the largest 
in size in the human body? 

(fl) heart 

ib) liver 
it) spleen 
(rf) pancreas 

109. An adult person respires 

about: i 

ia) 16 times/minute | 

ib) 25 limes/miniite I 

ic) 35 times/minute ' 

id) 45 times/minute ] 

110. Spirometer is used to | 

measure the: ' 

ia) temperature I 

ib) depth of the sea ' 

ic) vital capacity of the lungs I 

id) beat-rate of the heart i 

111. The heart is encU)sed in a 
double walled sac, called: 

ia) peritonium I 

ib) pericardium | 

ic) cranium 

id) diaphragm ^ 

112. Limestone caves were i 

formed because the groend water ] 
contained dissolved: I 

ia) oxygen 

ib) chlorine , 

ic) carbon dioxide 

id) iron oxide j 

113. Which rock is formed by the | 

cooling of molten rock? , 

(a) granite 

ib) Hmestone 

ic) sandstone 

id) shale 

114. Which rock results directly 
from the cementing together of rock 
particles? 

ia) sandstone k. 

ib) slate I 

(c) granite 

id) shale I 

115. A "shooting star" that 
flvhes across the night sky is really a: 

ia) meteor 

ib) comet 

* ic) falling planet 
id) falling star 

116. Which of the following con¬ 
stituents is responsible for the com¬ 
position of bones? 

ia) Calcium Phosphate * 

ib) Calcium Sulphate 

ic) Calcium Caroonate 

id) Caldum Chloride 

117. Which of the following al¬ 
loys mdts at the lowest temperature? 


_ OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 

ia) soldepl I id) red 


(h) brass 

ic) bronze 

id) german silver 

118. To purify gold, it should be 
treated with: 

(fl) cone, hydrochloric acid 
ib) cone, sulphuric acid 
(c) cone, nitric acidf 
id) aqua regia 

119. Which of the following li¬ 
quids is the best conductor of heat? 

ia) water 

ib) mercury 
(c) honey 

id) glycerine i 

120. Forgotxl health, the relative | 

humidity of a room should be about: 

ia) W/< I 

ib) 50';; , 

ic) 60'/, 1 

id) 100'/, 

121. Which of the following 1 
statements about fuse wire is correct? 

ia) it is made of copper i 

(b) it has high melting point i 

(f) it has low melting pt)int I 

id) it is very costly 

122. Light of which colour h.as 
the longest wave-length? 

ia) green 

ib) yellow 

id blue ' 

w) red 1 

123. Which of the tollowing is i 

used to detcH’t the presence of charge 
on a given body? 

ia) micrdscope 
^ electroscope 
(f) galvanoscope 
id) spectroscope 

124. Which of the following 
words should be used to describe the 
action of bile on fats? 

ia) digestion 
emulsification 

(c) neutralisation 
id) dissolution 

125. Which of the following 
glands act both as endocrine and ex¬ 
ocrine gland ? 

ia) pancreas 

ib) thyroid 
(f) pituitaiy 
id) adrenal 

126. Ploughing (drain.ige) is 
done to improve: 

ia) soil fertility 

ib) soil structure 

ic) soil aeration 

id) soil texture 

127. Which of the following 
waves of light is not utilised in 
photosynthesis? 

ia) blue 

ib) greeib 

ic) yellow 


128. Blood minus all cells and 
fibrin is called: 

ia) serum ib) corpuscle 

(c) platelet id) plasma 

129. Red blood corpuscles sur¬ 
vive for; 

ia) 117 days ib) 171 days 

(c) 217 days (4 127 days 

130. A cfyld at the of five nor¬ 
mally has: 

(fl) 16 teeth ib) 18 teeth 

(cy'20 teeth id) 24 teeth 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIOI^ 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


* Read the following passage care¬ 
fully and answer the questions 
given below it Certain words/phrases 
are printed in BOLD to help you to 
locate them while answering some 
of the questions 

One evening two leinale caniels 
belonging to tv\o different men 
strayed away from Ihcir homes 
When fhtir owners came upon them 
the next morning they found that 
both camels had given birth in the 
night However there was only one 
calf and both the adult camels were 
tending it I he owners guessed that 
one of tne calves had been taken by a 
wild animal Now they faced a prob¬ 
lem to which camel ciid the surviv 
ing calt belong’ Fach man claimcxi 
that the surviving calf was delivercxl 
by his own camel The dispute was 
brought before Fmperor Akbar who 
unable to come to a decision, passed 
on the case to his most celebrated 
courtier, Birbal Akbar knew that 
only Birbal would be able to solve the 
dispute regarding the ownership ot 
the calf 

Indeed, Birbal solved the case in 
no time He placed the baby camel on 
one bank ot a river and the two adult 
camels on the opposite bank One of 
the adults made a great deal ot noise 
w'hen she saw the calt but made no 
attempt to cross The other one 
plunged into the tast-flowing nver 
and fought her way across ^ould 
anybody but a mother have done 
that’" asked Birbal and strode back 
to the palace to the cheers of the 
crowd that had assembled there The 
calt was taken away by the rightful 
owner 

1 The rightful ow ner of the calf 
was the one whose camel 

(1) stayed on the bank of the 
riv er 

(2) made a great deal of noise 

(3) strayed away from home 
at night 

• (4) crossed the river to go 

near the calf 

(5) was taken by a wild 
animal 

2 Which of the following is 
NOT TRUE in the context of the pas¬ 
sage’ 

• (1) Birbal sought Akbar's 


help in solving the dis- 

I 

(2) The camel which made a 
great deal of noise did not 
swim across the river 

(3) One morning the men 
found their camels tending 
the same calf 

(4) Akbar failed to come to a 
decision regarding the 
ow nership of the calf 

(3) Birbal placed the adult 
camels on one bank and 
the calf on the other bank 
of the river 

3 Akbar asked Birbal to solve 
the dispute because 

f(l) Birbal was the mcist 
celebrated courtiei in 
Akbar s court 

(2) the men wantcxl the case 
to be referred to Birbal 

• (3) Akbar could not decide 
w ho the rightful owner of 
the calf was 

(4) Akbar wanted to see how 
fast Birbal could solve the 
dispute 

(3) Akbar was not interested 
in taking a decision on his 
own 

4 When the men found that 

there was only one calf, they 
presumed that__ 

(1) the other calf had died 

(2) the other calf was stolen 
by someone 

(3) one of the camels did not 
deliver a calf 

(4) the other calf had strayed 

,(5) The other calf had been 

killed by some animal 

3 While saying "would 
anybody but a mother have done 
that’" Birbal meant that _ 

(1) only the real mother of the 
calf would make such a 
great deal of noise 

(2) mother of the calf would 
not have allowed it to be 
killed 

(3) anyone except the mother 
of the calf would be able to 
cross the nver 

4(4) only the mother would 
nsk her life to go near its 
calf 


’ (5) only the real mother of the 
calf would have plunged 
into the nver to save its calf 
from drowning 

6 The dispute between the two 

men arose because of the _ 

(1) presence of only one adult 
camel * 

(2) mistaken identity ot the 
adult camels 

*(3) presence of only one calf 

(4) killing ot one or the camels 

(3) straying away of one of 
the camels 

* Choose the word which is most near¬ 
ly the SAME in meaning as the word 
given in BOLD as used in the passage: 

7 Strayed 

(1) escaped (2) wandered 

(3) crossed (4) walked 

(3) movcxl 

8 Dispute 

(1) fight 

(2) claim 

(3) anger 

(4) disagreement 
(3) enmity 

* Choose the word which is most OP¬ 
POSITE in meaning of the word 
given in BOLD as used in the passage: 

9 rightful 

(1) jushfied 

(2) indecent 

(3) real 

(4) unimportant 
(3) unlawful 

10 assembled 

(1) crowded (2) diffused 
(3) removed (4) dispersed 
(3) eliminated 

* Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is any grammatical or 
idiomatic error in it. The error, if 
any, will be in one part of the sen¬ 
tence. The number of that part is the 
answer. If there is no error, the 
answer is '5', t e. No error. (Ignore 
the errors of punctuation, if any). 

11 The mother advised (1) her 
daughter t^ot (2) to go out with (3) 
her friends at night (4) No error (5) 

12 It was, in fact, Mala's(l) hus¬ 
band who forced (2) her to resiygn (3) 
her teaching |ob (4) No error ( 5 ) 

13 One of Sanja/s ambitions (1) 
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in life wej« to (2) visit all the historic 

(3) place§ in the country (4). No error 
(5) 

14. Police di^succeed^ (1) in 
recovering the (2) idols sUlten from 
the temp l e O) aft er some day«-<4). No 
error (5). 

15. John thinks that (1) his pet 
do^ is (2) superior t^n his (3) 
ne^hbour's pet dog (4). No error (5). 

16. No sooner did the Manager 

(1) enter the office when' (2) the 
employees stopped (3) talking and 
started working (4). No error (5). 

17. Had hebeen careful (1) while 
crossing the road, (2) he would not 
have (3) met with the accident (4). No 
error (5). 

18. The Government finally (1) 
accepted some of the (2) suggestions 
of the workers' union (3) as regards tq, 
the matter (4). No error (5). 

19. This idol is (1) ^ heavy that 

(2) even four men (3) caimot lift it (4). 
No error (5). 

20. Neither Deepti nor her (1) 
sister Deepa we^;p (2) seen by me 
during (3) yesterday's function m the 
college (4). No error (5). 

* Pick out the most effective word 
from the given words to fill in the 
blank to make the sentence mean¬ 
ingfully complete. 

21. 1 was speaking to him on 

phone when the line.cut. 

»(1) got (2) gets 

(3) gotten (4) getting 

(5) get 

22. 1 do not.ot his conduct 

although he is my own brother. 

(1) tolerate (2) agree 

(3) excuse '•(4) approve 

(5) decide 

23. Rakesh promised me that he 

would be. a letter after reaching 

home. 

(1) wrote (2) written 

(3) write ,(4) writing 

(5) writer 

24. The judge found him guilty 

and was sentenced.death. 

1(1) to (2) upon 

(3) for (4) till 

(5) as 

25. Satish is the strongest . 

all the boys in our school. 

' (1) on (2) between 

.N(3) of (4) to 

(5) before 

26. The teacher asked Priya to go 

home when she started . of 

stomach pain. 

fl) complaining 


(2) knowing 

(3) blaming 

(4) feeling 

(5) developing 

27. Anuradha's voice is 


(1) more (2) far 

'(3) as (4) very 

(5) .so 

28. The child has been.sick 

very often for the last three months. 

(1) fell % (2) falling 

(3) falls (4) fallen 

(5) fall 

29. The surgeon advised the 

patient to.an operation. 

»(1) undergo 

(2) underpass 

(3) underset 

(4) underlie 

(5) undertake 

30. It was m consultation. 

the workers' union that the Manage¬ 
ment arrived at this decision. 

(1) over (2) to 

(3) about (4) bv 

, (5) with 

* In each sentence below, one word 
has been printed in BOLD. Below 
the sentence, five words are sug¬ 
gested, one of which can replace the 
word printed in BOLD without 
changing the meaning of the sen¬ 
tence. Find ouj the appropriate 
word in each case. 

31. His athicwments in field s)l 
Education are creditable 

(1) desirable 

(2) infinite 

'(3) praiseuorthv 

(4) believable 

(5) supienie 

32 The spec tators were sensible 
enough to remain silent during the 
cultural programme. 

.(1) reasonable 

(2) determined 

(3) peaieful 

(4) attentive 

(3) capable 

33. Some of the books in this 
library are invaluable. 

(1) rare (2) cheap 

(3) invalid 

(4) insignificant 
*(5) priceless 

34. He refu.sed to reveal the con¬ 
tents of his bag to the customs of¬ 
ficers. 

(1) discuss (2) suppress 

(3) check (4) accept 

i(5) show 

35. All the students were in- 


rm-tiPB Qu^om 


formed about the commencement of 
the examination. 

(1) continuation 

(2) postponement 
/(3) neginning 

canceUatinn - 

(5) end 

* Rearrange the following five sen¬ 
tences A, B, C, D and E in proper 
sequence so as to make a meaning¬ 
ful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below them. 
ji>[(A) 1 called out his name. 

(B) 11 was indeed my old 
■ friend. 

^ (C) He looked around but did 
not see me. 

%■ CD) I slopped to have a closer ' 
look at the person. 

V (F.) I saw a familiar face in the 
crowd. 

36. Which of the sentences 
should come SECOND in the para¬ 
graph? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

D (5) E 

37. Which of the sentences 
should come THIRD in the para¬ 
graph? 

(1) A -»(2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

38. Which of the sentences 
should come FOURTH m the para¬ 
graph? 

.(]) A (2) B (3).C 

(4) 1) (5) E 

39. Which of the .sentences 
should come LAST in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B X (3) C 

(4) D (5) F 

40. Which of the sentences 
should come FIRST in the para- 
graph? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4)'D ^(5) E 


_ ANSWERS 

1 (4) 2. (1) 3 (1 

S (3) 6. (3) 7. (2 

9. (3) 10 (4) 

II. (2) 'her d.iughler not' 

13 (2) 'in lite was to' 

14. (I) 'police did succeed' 
or 

'polio* succeeded' 

15 (3) 'superior to his' 

16 (2) 'enter the office than' 


12. (5) 


15 (3) 'superior to his' 

16 (2) 'enter the office than' 

17. (5) 

18. (4)'as regards the matter' 

19. (2) 'so heavy that' 


(2) 'sister Deepa was' 



(1) 

22. (4) 

23. (4) 

24. 

0) 

(3) 

26. (1) 

27 (3) 

28. 

(2) 

(1) 

30. (3) 

31 (3) 

32. 

(1) 

(5) 

34. (5) 

35. (3) 

36. 

(4) 

(2) 

38 (1) 

39 (.3) 

40. 

(5) 
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TEST OF REASONING-4 


riw quc^tuws giviii bt’lou' hh u wl in the Income lax/Ex- 
t/sc /ijspt’f/ofs examnmtnm luldon the22nd December, 7991 
We are grateful to ‘Juns/in Ran/an Rajan and Apy Kumar 
Singh of Patna and niiiiii roii'^ofoiirothei esteemed readers who 
sent these quistions to us 

Directions (Questions t to 5> 

In each of the following questions there is some 
relationship between the two groups of letters to the left 
of the sign ( ) The same relationship obtains between 
the group to the nght of the sign (::) and one of the four 
alternative letter groups under it. This alternative is 
your answer. Mark it on the answer sheet as instructed. 


1 

BAYZ CDXW 

FEUV ’ 


(a) 11C.S1 

(b) GUTS 


(i) FI YU 

(d) BAYZ 

2 

fMXK UlYJ 

WQFZ ’ 


(a) XPGA 

(b) XGPA 


(i) XPC.Y 

(d) XGPY 

3 

ASTN 7TSO 

MSUB ’ 


(a) ITTC 

(b) LRRC 


(() LTFA 

(d) NTVC 

4 

GOAI HPBK 

POST ’ 


(<7) TSOP 

(b) QPTS 


U) srpo 

(d) QPST 

S 

HHUV HJQP 

LLQQ ’ 


(a) IKOP 

(b) LKJI 


(() IMNO 

(d) LNMK 


Directions (Questions 6 to 75) 

In each of the following questions a pair of words 
has been given. In the answer-sheet mark 

(a) if one is the product of the other 

(b) if one IS the cause of the other 

(t) if one IS the opposite of the other 
(d) if one belongs to the other 

6 Root—plant 

7 Fvaporation—heat 

8 Cow—milk 

9 Heavy—light 

10 Malana—mosquito 

11 Page'—book 

12 Deep—shallow 
n Movement—force 

14 Petal—flower 

15 Steam—water 
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16 In a photograph Shyam is to the left of Madan, 
Mary is to the nght of George, Kanm is in between Shyam 
and Mary Who is at the comer’ 

(a) Shyam (b) Mary 

(c) George (d) Kanm 

17 Four points A, B, C and D in thaf order are on a 
line in a manner that the distance between C and D is 
twice that between B and C and four times that between 
A and B If the distance from A to D be 14 cm, what is the 
distance between B and C’ 

(a) 2 cm (f») 4 cm 

(c) 6 cm (d) 8 cm 

18 If '1+2+3' stands for These are boys', '1+3+4' 
stands for 'Boys are naughty' and '1+4+5' stands for 
'Naughty boys smg', what stands for 'naughty'’ 

(a) 1 (b) 3 

(i) 4 (d) 5 

19 A goes 100 m to the south and then 100 m to the 
east to reach B's house From there they together go to the 
market which is to the north-east of B's house If the 
market be to the east of A's house, how far is it from his 
house’ 

(a) 100 m (W 200 m 

(() 300 m (d) 400 m 

20 The letters A to Z of the alphabet are given con¬ 
secutive numerical values in a descending order and the 
sum of the numerical values of the letters of the word 
SORE IS 67 What is the sum of the numerical values of the 
letters in the word GATE’ 

(a) 85 (b) 89 

(c) 91 (d) 97 

21 A team of six is to be selected from amongst 5 
boys X, Y, Z, T, W and four girls P, Q, R and S m such a way 
that X and Y go together and T and W are not to be put 
with any girl while Z cannot go with Y The possible team 

IS 

(a) X,Y,PQ,R,S (b) X,Y,Z,P,Q,R 

(t) X,Y,Z,T,W,P (d) Z,T,W,P,aR 

22 In a certain code BROAD is written as ASNBC, 
how IS PLUGH written m that code’ 

(a) OMVHI (b) QMTFG 

(c) OMTHG (d) QKVn 

23 In a caravan there are some camels, some goats, 
some hens and some pigeons alongwith 50 men, wom«i 
and children. The nunmr of hens is'tiiree times that of 
pigeons and that of Camels four more than that of goats. If 


1 


I 



M’ ' 


the ratio of animals and birds be 2; 5 and there be 226 legs 
more than the heads, how many camels and hens are there 
in the caravan? 

(a) 14,18 (W 18,60 

(c) 20,60 W) 20,18 

24. Sita, Sudha and Fatima play a game of cards. Sita 
says to Sudha, "If you give me 10 cards, I shall have twice 
as mariy as Fatima's and you will have three less than she 
has. If Fatima gives me four cards, I shall have as many as 
you have." How many cards does Fatima have? 

(a) 13 (W 14 

(c) 16 W) 19 

25. The difference between the ages of Karim and 
Saleem is the same as between that of ^leem and Sohan 
Edward is 4 yrs older than Saleem and 3 yrs older than 
Kanm. If Saleem is 14 yrs, how old is Sohan? 

(t7) 12 years (b) 13 years 

(c) 14 years (d) 18 years 

Directions: (Questions 26 to 30) 

In an election the total number of eligible voters was 
1,45,300. Five of the contestants belonged to political 
parties while three were independents. Seventy per cent 
of the voters exercised their franchise. Of the total votes 
polled 470 were declared invalid. Now answer the fol¬ 
lowing questions: 

26 What IS the minimum number of votes required 
to be polled by a candidate in order to have a chance of 
being elected'^ 

(a) 12655 ^ (b) 12656 

(c) 12717 (d) 18104 

27 If 24% of the eligible voters cast their votes in 
favour of the independent candidates and the votes cast 
in their favour were in the ratio 3:2 1, how many votes 
were cast in favour of the most popular independent 
candidate’ 

(a) 17436 (b) 34872 

(t) 36208 id) 36325 

28. What IS the minimum number of votes which a 
candidate were to poll in order to be sure of his victory? 

ia) 72,651 ib) 72,181 

(c) 51,091 id) 50,621 

29. Of the valid votes it 40% were cast in favour of the 

winning candidate and his nearest rival lost by 4318 votes, 
then how many valid votes were polled by the later? 

(fl) 36178 ib) 36266 

(c) 36648 id) 36736 

30. Of the total votes cast if 20% were polled by 
independent candidates, then how many votes were 
pollra by the candidates from the political parties? 

ia) 20342 ib) 36208 

ic) 70260 id) 81368 

Directions: (Questions 31 to 40) 

In each of the following questions a word has been 
given followed by four alternatives one of whidi is its 


mimAi umumuci 


minor image. 'This image is yotu aiuwet Mark it on the 
answer sheet as instructed. 


51 REQUEST 

(A) U32TP3g 

(B) T23Up3fl 

(C) fl3pU3aT 
(0TS3UQ3R 

32 RACE 

(A) 30ASI 

(B) aA03 

(C) EOASI 
(UaCAS 

33 QUIRE 
W QUISIE 
(B) PUI93 
(0 35IIUQ 
(0 35IIUP 

3AB0NE 
W 3 N 0 a 
(B) aon 3 
(0 3noa 
(P) 3N0B 
35 PEG 
{A)PEq 
(0033 
(qG 33 
(P)330 


3<SIZE 
0 3132 
(03ZI2 
(0 3SI2 
(0 2IS3 

37 RAY 

(A) AYSI 

(B) YA5I 

(C) 3AY 
(IJYAR 

38 SAY 
(/9YA2 

(B) AY2 

(C) 2AY 
(0A2Y 

39 WAX 

(A) WAX 

(B) WXA 

(C) XAW 

(D) XWA 

40 REST 
(f) SI3ST 

(B) SI32T 

(C) TS3SI 

(D) T23S 


Directions: (Questions 41 to 50) 

In each of the following number series one term is 
wrong. It is given as one of the four alternatives under 
it. Find this term in each question and mark your answer 
on the answer-sheet. 

41. 5,9,15,23,34,45,59 

ia) 23 *(W 34 

(c) 45 id) 59 

42. 6,12,24,14,24,48,24,48,96 

ia) 6 ib) 12 

ic) 24 « id) 14 

43. 12,23,37,49,94,73,34,21 
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(a) 94 (b) 73 

(c) 34 W) 21 

44 336,210,120,62,24,6,0 

[ii) 62 (b) 24 

(() 6 (</) 0 

45 1,2,^,37,65,126,217 

(a) 2 (fc) 9 , 

(c) 37' W) 65 

46. 0,2,6,14,20,30,42 

(a) 14 (W 20 

(c) 30 W) 42 

47 529,361,289,171,121,49 

(a) 361 (i») 289 

(c) 171 W) 121 

48 97,86,73,58,45,36 

(a) 73 (b) 58 

(c) 45 W) 36 

49 2,5,7,10,12,14 

(a) 7 (ft) 10 

(c) 12 (d) 14 

50. 0,3,8,15,27,35,48 

(a) 15 (ft) 27 

(c) 35 (d) 48 

Directions; (Questions 51 to 55) 

In the following questions some symbols have been 
used to stand for the mathematical operation mentioned 
against each: 

U for plus 
i.) for minus 
i|) for into 
6 for divided by 
A for greater than 


Xfl) xAy (ft) x9y 

(c) y Az (d) y •? 

Directions: (Questions 56 to 60) 

A cube is coloured red on four faces and green 
on two opposite faces. It is then cut into 64 
smaller cubes. Now answer the following ques¬ 
tions: 

56, How many cubes are coloured red on at least one 
face? 


(a) 8 
(c) 40 


(ft) 16 
(d) 48 


57. How many cubes are coloured on one face only 
and that too with colour? * 

(a) 8 (ft) 16 

(c) 24 (d) 32 

58 How many cubes have a green face^ 

(a) 8 (ft) 16 

(c) 24 (d) 32 

59 How many cubes are coloured rod on three faces 
each? 

(a) 0 (ft) 4 

(c) 8 (d) 16 

60 How many cubes are coloured only on one face 
and that too with green colour’ 

(a) 8 (ft) 16 

(i) 20 (rf) 24 

Directions: (Questions 61 to 70) 

In each of the following questions a lead word has 
been given followed by four alternatives. One of these 
alternatives has some relationship with the lead word 
which is different from the one which the other three 
have with this lead word. The one with a different 
relationship is your answer. Find this word in each case 
and mark your answer on the answer-sheet as in¬ 
structed. 


■ for less than 


61 

REDUCrriON 


# for equal to 



(fl) Noise 

(ft) Induce 

A for not equal to 



(c) Cauhon 

id) Action 

Now answer the following questions: 

62 

TERMINATE 


51. If xA yU z, yA z then 



(a) Mineral 

(ft) Minaret 

(fl) xA2y 

(ft) xA2z 


(c) Nature 

(d) Temper 

(c) xB2y 

id) xB2z 

63 

HOUSEHOLDER 


52. If xi^ y# xSyAz then 



(a) Source 

(ft) Erode 

(a) X Az 

(ft) x^^z"* 


(c) Blouse 

(d) Leader 

(c) x^Az^ 

(d) X 9z 

64. OBLIGATION 


53. If2xA3y, 2y #z, then 



(n) Ration 

(ft) Acticm 

(a) X ■ z 

(ft) 4xB3z 


(c) Motion 

(d) Litigation 

(c) xA z 

(d) 4xA3z 

65 

SYMPATHY 


54 If X 92z, 2yA3z then 



(a) Apathy 

(ft) Mate 

(«) 3xA4y 

(ft) xB2y 


(c) Yatch 

(d) Symptom 

(c) 3xA4y 

(d) 3x^y 

66. SOLITARY 

% 

55. If 2xzB y^, x^ 2yz then 



(a) Soal 

(ft) Art 


684 APRIL 92 CO*#»ETlTlON MASTER 






(c) Salt W) Tyre 

67. MARATHON 

(<?) Through ib) Normal 

(c) Horns (d) Thema 

68. PRUDENT 

(a) Proud (W Truth 

(c) Pride (d) Tender 

69. TREMENDOUS 

(a) Remember (b) Tender 

(c) Oust (d) Mender 

70. NEUTRALISE 

(fl) Utilise (6) Trauma 

(c) Utility (d) Seam 

Directions: (Questions 71 to 80) 

In eadi of the following letter sequences some letters have 
been left out and they are given in that order as one of the four 
alternatives under it Find the correct alternative in each case 
and mark your answer on die answersheet as instructed 

71. a-bbaa-baa-baab-aab 

(a) abab (h) baba (c) abbb (d) bbaa 

72. ab-baabc-aabcb-abcb- 

(a) bcaa (b) cbaa (r) abca id) aacb 

73. a-bba-b-aab-a-bbaab 

(a) aabba (h) bbaba (c) aaaab (d) ababa 

74. -aab-caa-bbcaa-b-caa 

(a) abaab (h) c!abab (c) bccaa (d) baaba 

75. ab-aabb-caa-bb-cccaaaa- 

(a) caeca (h) ccabb (c) abeeb (d) abacc 

76. aa-bc-aab-ccaa-bcc-ab 

(a) bebba (W abcca (c) aacbc (d) bacab 

77. ab-cba-bcc-aabccb-abc-ba 


(c) abbb (d) bbaa 


(r) abca (d) aacb 


(c) aaaab (d) ababa 


(c) bccaa (d) baaba 


(c) abeeb (d) abacc 


(c) aacbc (d) bacab 


(a) caaaa (6) aebaa 

78. a-ba-cbaac-aa-ba 

(a) cebb (b) cabc 

79. -cb-aca-bba-ac-bacac 
(a) bcbca (b) cbaca 

80. aa-aaa-aaaa-aaaa-b 
(a) baaa (b) bbaa 


(c) cabac (d) cbaac 


(c) ebeb (d) bbcc 


(c) ababa (d) abeeb 


(c) bbbb (d) bbba 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (W 

2. (c) 

3. W 

4. (W 

5 (d) 

6. (d) 

7. (b) 

8. (a) 

9. (c) 

10 (W 

11. (d) 

12. (c) 

13 (W 

14. (d) 

15. (a) 



16. (c) L f-^R. George: Mary: Karim: Shyam: Madan 

17. (W;....... , 18.fcX 


19. 


.MAIKET 


. (c) The values are 

A B C D E F...X Y Z 

30 29 28 27:^25 7 6 5 

. (fl) 22. (c) 

. (b) Hu. beings 50, hcns6Q; pigeons 20; cameb 18; goats 14; 
No, of legs 100; 120; 40; 72; 56 

Legs 388-head8162 = 226 legs more 
. (a) Sita—16;Sudha—^20; Fatitnar—13. 

. (b) Karim—15; Edward—18; Salim—14;Sohan—13 
. (b) Valid votes 101240+candidates8 «12655+1 (to win) 

. (<?) 24% of 1,45,300 = 34872; votes cast 17436; 11624:5812. 

. (d) Valid votes 101240+2 =50620+1. 

(a) 40% of 101240 = 404%-4318. 

(d) 20% of 101710 = 20342.101710-20342. 

(B) 32 (A) 33 (D) 34. (C) 

(B) 36 (Q 37. (B) 38. (A) 

(C) 40 (D) 

(b) The numbeis have difference of 4,6; 8; 10; 12 ; 34 should 

be 33. 

. (d) Makesetsof3. The senes IS x,2x,4x, 14 should be 12, 

(c) Digits of numbers are reversed; 34 should be 32. 

(fl) The numbers are 7^—7,6’-6,5^-5,4^—4,3^ - 3.., 62 

should be 60 

(c) The numbers are O'Vl; !’+l;2Vl;3Vl;4’+l;5'+l..., The 

number should have been 28 instead of 37. 

(a) The difference in numbers is 2,4,6,8. ,14 should be 12. 
(f) All the others are squares of numbere. 

(d) The difference in numbers is 11,13,15,13,11. 

(d) The difference in numbers is 3,2,3,2,3... 

(6) The differeno,' m numbers is 3,5,7,9,11,13....; 27 should 
be 24. 

(b) 52 (c) 53. (rf) 54. (c) 

(a) 56. (d) 57 (bf 58. (<0 

(a) 60. (a) 

(b) It is the only word with all the letters from the lead word. 

Others have one letter of their own. 

(b) Same as above. 

(b) Same as above. 

(d) Other words have one outsider, this one has two. 

(d) Same as question no 64. 

(d) It is the only one that has a letter whiidi is not there m the 
lead word. 

(a) Same as 61,62 and 63 

(b) Same as 61 

(a) The word has three letters other than the ones used in the 

lead word. 

(b) Same as 61 

(c) The senes is, aabb/aabb/aabb/... 

(b) The senes is, abeba/abeba/afeeba/... 

(fl) The senes is, aabb/aabb/aabb/.. 

(a) The arrangement b, aaa/bbcaaa/bbcaaa. 

(b) The arrangfflnent abc/aabbcc/aaabbbccc/aaaa 

(a) The arrangement is aabbcc/aabbcc/aabbcc.. 

(c) The arrangement b abccba/abccba/abccha .. 

(b) The arrangement b aeba/aeba/aeba... 

(d) The series b ad>b/acacbb/acacbb/... 

(d) The arrangement is a<ib/aaab/aaaab/a.iaaab 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


SYLLOGISM 


TYPE I 

III qiu’i-tuiiii- jfivcii heUno, Assumption 'A' is folloimi by 
Rca<>oiii< Rl anti Rll Apply the Reasons to the Assumption ami 
tick-mark (✓) your ansuvrs as under 

(a) Only Rl is the reason for A 

(b) Only RII is the reason for A. 

(r) Both Rl and Rll are reasons for A 

((/) Either Rl or RII is the reason for A 

(f) Neither Rl nor RII is the reason for A. 

1. A Some of the extremely rich persons do not 
clear their income-tax dues in time. 

R1 They are too busy with their business affairs 
to bother about tnvial things like income-tax. 

Rll As they invest all their money in different 
projects they have no cash in hand. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

2 A. Parties these days are usually arranged in big 
hotels. 

R 1. The hotel staff takes care of everything, from 
decoration and food-stuff to the most minute 
details. 

Rll. It is a question of fashion, prestige and com¬ 
petition for the hosts. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

3 A. Some books create a lot of legal trouble and 
antagonism for their writer. 

R I. They write agamst the existing government 
to expose its black face. 

Rll The books are a challenge to religion, morals 
and social values. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

4. A. Palaces, that have been converted into grand 
hotels are ranged above five-star hotels. 

R I. Five star hotels lack sufficient comforts. 

RII. The palace hotels have an irresistible fascina¬ 
tion, grandeur and the antique atmosphere of 
their own that no modem structure could 
provide. 

(a) □ (b) □ (0 □ (d) Q (e) □ 

5. A. The art of blue pottery in Jaipur follows exact¬ 
ly the same pattern as the blue pottery of Afghanistan and 
Persia. 


R1. The old mlers of Jaipur brought some artists 
from Afghanistan and Persia to instruct the 
local artists. 

RII. Some of the local artists we^e sent there to 
learn the technique. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

6. A. Loneliness, depression, boredom and anger 
often lead a person to drink heavily. 

Rl Such persons lack will-power and 
strength within to fight these emotional 
stresses. 

Rll Only alcoholic drugs can case out the pain 
and tensions mentioned above. 

(a) U (b) U U) U (d) U (e) U 

7 A. Indians, who quit their secure jobs and go 
over to Gulf countries often return penniless. 

R I They know nothing about bogus agencies, 
who, after extracting money from them and 
sending them to Gult cou ntries, vanish in thin 
air. 

RII. They are declared unfit when they reach 
there. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

8 A. Life for hou.sewives with jobs is one mad 

rush. 

R I. She does not want to be a negligent 
housewife. 

RII. She does not want to be labelled as an 
apathetic employee. 

(fl) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

9. The historians are convinced that Mr Gor'bachov 
will have a distinct place in history. 

R1. He brought freedom of thought and 
democracy to his people. 

Rll. He tried his best to materialize his dream of 
international peace and amity. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

10. Small scale industries are more beneficial for our 
country than gigantic projects. 

RL We need foreign help for establishing big 
projects. 

RIL The eptrepreneur earn^much more in small 
scale industries. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 
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TYPE II 

In questions given below, a ><ituation been explained in 
a few staleinenh follotoed by a conclusion You have to say 
whether the conclusion 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements 

(b) IS only a long drawn one 

(c) defmitely does not follow 

W) IS doubtful, as the data provided is inadequate 

Note Yotfr answers should only be in the light of the stale 
ments given 
Statememts 

11 1 Most of the Institutions provide fellowships for 

its researchers 

2 Such fellowships are only provided to verv 
brijght students 

3 Manesh, a research student is getting fellowship 

from an Institution 

Conduston Mahesh is a very intelligent student 
(a) LI (b) □ (c) □ (rf) U 

Statements 

12 1 In case of sudden death, the nominee of the 

deceased claims the due amount from In 
surance Company 

2 The Company takes very long in paying the due 
amount 

Conclusion The Insurance people lack sympathy 
(a) U (h) □ fc) J Id) J 

Stiitements 

13 1 The lush green hills of Raigarh are being con 

verted into commercial hill stations 
2 There are already many hill stations in the 
Kaigarh District 

Conclusion Tne existing hill-stations are unable to cope 
with the increasing crowd of tourists 
(a) □ (b) □ (i) □ (if) U 

Statements 

14 1 Dramas are very popular in Gujarat and 

Maharashtra 

2 In Delhi, they do not attract that much crowd 
Conditsion The performers of Delhi lack the perfection of 
Gujarab and Marathi artists 
(fl) □ (b) □ fc) □ (if) □ 

Statements 

15 1 Meghalaya has made fremendous progress since 

Its inception as a State two decades back 
2 It IS also known as The Scotland of the Last' 
Conclusion Scotland has also made progress during the 
last twenty years only 

(fl) □ (W □ (d □ (if) □ 

Statements 

16 1 International authorities want to settle wars at 

the negotiating table 

2 The people of the concerning countries resent 
international involvement 

Conclusion They prefer to settle down their disputes in 
the battlefield 

(fi) □ m □ (c) □ (d) □ 


Statements 

17 1 Iraq is believed to have atomic weapons 

2 The technology of producing N-weapons 
originated in the U S A 
Conclusion Iraq leamf this art from the U S A 

(fl) □ ib) □ (i) □ (d) J 

TYPE III 

In making deiisioiis about imfiortant questions, it is 
desiiable to be able to distinguish between*stiong aigumeiits 
and weak arguments so far as they are lonu'ntcil until the 
question Weak arginnenls may not he diici tly lelaled to the 
qiu stioii, may be o f minor impoi tain e oi may be related to some 
trivial iistK'cl of the question laih question given below is 
followid by tuHi arguinehts inimhred I and II You have to 
decide wimh of the arctmiunts is strong and whiili is 'uvak' 

I hen decide xohidi of the ansuvrs given below and numbered 
(a) (b) (L),(d)aiid (e) IS thecoriedansu'Ci 

(a) Only 1 is strong 

(b) Only II IS strong 

(() Both I and II are strong 

(d) I ither 1 oi II IS strong 

(() Neither I nor II is strong 

18 Will the Islamic fundamentalists ever provide 
equal rights to their women’ 

I Yes they can't remain unaffected by the interna¬ 
tional stream of equal rights 

II No, they refuse to accept any change in their 
age-old set-up 

(a) J (h) J (c) U (d) J (() J 

W Should growth of monopoly through patenting 
be discouraged’ 

I Yes the prices of such products arc high as 
there is no competitor 

11 No, the product can retain its quality if it is 
patented 

(a) J (b) J (() J (d) U (c) J 

20 Is increase in duties on all cosmetic items with 
every budget a right deasion’ 

I Yes, cosmetics are luxury items 

II No, the items are used by the hard pressed 
lower and middle class as well and weigh 
heavy on their pockets 

(a) J (b) J (() □ (d) □ (() U 

21 Doc's smoking really cause cancer’ 

I Yes, the doctors say so 

' II No, every smoker does not suffer from cancer 
(a) U (b) □ fc) □ (d) U ((-) □ 

22 Is staying oft bad habits easy’ 

I Yes, one just needs a little wiH-pow ei 

II No, the craving to return to them and depress¬ 
ing Circumstances often prove too strong 

(a) U (h) J ft) □ (d) U <e) J 

23 Does success change a person’ 

I Yes, nothing succeeds like success, hence it goes 


APRIL'92 COMPETITION MASTER 0ST 


GENERAL INmUGENCB 


directly to one's head 

II No the basic nature ot a person remains the 
same 

{.II) J (/i) J ht J {cD J 0) J 

24 Is money alkualed tor the development ot the 
tnbals put to its best use ^ 

I Ye's the're aie so many deeelopmental proje’ets 

to! the lx iH til ot (he tnbals 

II No a lan;e share ot the money goes in the pock¬ 
ets ot I orniptotfieials and crooked tribal heads 

in) J (/) J J Ui) J (c) J 

TYPE IV 

In \ii'tn In low •^liiltmiiih J and 2 im followid 

by i(i/ii./»si(i//s I and II Inkin'^ llu '^taknunl'^ lo In Inn 
altlioii'^li lluy may s(m at oariann with nmnnonly aaefitid 
tint'' Ink nunk yoni aif-aii'<a^ undu 
(a) Only I tollows 
(/') Clnly n follows 
(() Both I and 11 tollow 
((/) 1 ithc r I or II follows 
(i) Neillu'r I nor II follovcs 
nu nt'^ 

2-1 1 All triends are toes • 

2 All tex's are relatn cs 

Collc/llMOIls 

h \11 telalives are tricmds 
II Some relalu es are trie nds 
(a) J \b) J U) J id) J («) J 

'^tahnii nt'< 

2f> 1 Some chcKolates are bittc’r 

2 Ml bitter things contain vitamin A 

t O/Ic/nMOI/s 

1 All c hoeolates ha\e v it A 

II Nonec>f thechcxolates has vit A 
(a) J ib) J (cl ul id) J (c) J 

'>lalinit nh 

27 1 Some dogs are cats 

2 Sunil i.i(s.Tr.^hlii.r 

C dill lii^iow^ 

1 Some dc'gs are blue 

11 Some eats aie not clogs 
ia) J UO J (,) J id) J (i) J 

S/o/i l/llllts 

28 1 All buildings are huts 

2 Some huts are hospitals 

1 None of the buildings is a hospital 
11 Some buildings are hospitals 

(0) J (M □ ft) J id) J ie) J 

Sf/7/( IHl’Ilfs 

29 1 All boys are either law'yers or docttiis 

2 All doctors are either teacheis or 
businessmen 



Com/»sinus 

1 Some boys are te'achers 

II Some businessmen are boys 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ W) □ (c) □ 

St/iti nu ufs 

10 1 Some trains aie tars 

2 All ears are comfortable 
Lomhisidus 

I Some trams are comfortable 

II Some tra ins are not comfortable 

(a) J ib) J f<) ul id) J (c) □ 

TYPE V 

riu Londiliow^ for apyiarni'i at a mtain fiimlexamtmtton 
aic (js follou s 

I he attendance rexjuircxl is 78'/,, if the student has 
participated in sports games or debates he/she would be 
given an advantage of ^‘r, 2% attendance is in the hands 

ol the Pnneipal and in the hands of the Chairman of 

the Boaid but only one of the two can be given 

11 the student has been ill, the minimum attendance 
reciLiind is bi)‘< with no other advantage The cast's of 
those who have or less attendance will not be con- 
sich n d 

1 he student must have completc'd 17 years of age on 
110 91 I he last limit for boys is 19 years and for girls 20 
\e us It a bov is handicapped the age limit is 22 and for 
h mdicapfX'd girls it is 2S ye*ars If a student secured 80% 
or more* in the last t xammation the Secretary of the Board 
can lelax the age limit upto one* year 

L \ try student must have the remark good' in his/her 
certihcate if he/she only has the remark satisfactory' but 
secured 80'( marks in the last examination the Principal 
can allow him/her to appear at the examination If, how¬ 
ever a student failed to secure at least S'iVr in the last 
examination he /she cannot take the* final examination 

\4aik 1 / 011 / o/isiocrs 

A The student is eligible 

B The student can appear on the recommendation of 
the IVincipal 

C Tlie student needs Ihe Secretary's recommenda- 

tion 

D The student shall appear on the recommendation 
of the Chairman 

L 1 he* student cannot appear at the examination 

31 Abha was bom on S 2 73, her attendance is 69%, 
she IS captain of hex key-team, she secured 58% marks in 
the pievious examination and her conduct is good 

A J BU CU DJ EQ 

32 Bdlraj, an excellent de'bator with 80% attendance 
was born on 3 8 72, has good conduct and secured 55% 
marks in the previous examination 

AU BU CO *D O E a 

33 Chandar secured 82% marks, has very good cort- 
duct He was very ill hence his attendance is 62% only. He 





was bom on 2.3.72. 

AG BQ CG DG EG 

34. 11.12.71 bom debater Dinesh is handicapped. His 
conduct is good and attendance 78%. He secured 61% 
marks in previous examination. 

AG BG CG DG EG 

35. Evan, a goixi debater, secured 58% marks. Bom 
on 8.1.74 he got 'very good' remark for conduct and lus 
attendance is 71 %. 

AG BG CG DG EG 

36. 1.1.72 bom Fatima has 79% attendance and a 
good conduct. She scored 72% marks in the previous 
examination and was ill for a fortnight. 

AG BG CG DG EG 

37. Born on 2.12.66, the handicapped girl CJeeta 
has 71% attendance. Her conduct is very good and 
she secured 63% marks in the previous examina¬ 
tion. 

AG BG CG DG EG 

38 Harish has 76% attendance. Born on 25.11.73 he 
could only get the remark 'satisfactory' in his charatter 
certificate Ht' secured 85% marks in the previous ex¬ 
amination 

AG BG CG DG EG 

39 Bom on 3.12.71, Indra scored 607p marks in the 
previous examination; her conduct is good, attendance is 
67% anti she is an excellent athlete. 

AG BG CG DG EG 

40. jogendar was born on 2.10 71. His conduct is 
good, his attendance is 68%). He has submitted medical 
certificate for a fortnight and his percentage was 85%. 

AG BG CG DG EG 


ODD-MAN 


Find the odd-man out: 


41. (a) stock 

(b) hoard 

(c) treasure 
(e) save 

(d) invest 

42. (a) Ganga 

(b) Narbada 

(c) Brahamputra 
(c) Godavari 

(d) Mahanadi 

43. (a) sledge 

(b) rickshaw 

(c) tonga 
(e) victoria 

(d) cart 

44. (a) wings 

(b) prompter 

(c) camera 
(e) stage 

(d) curtain 

45. (a) disobey 

(b) revolt 

(c) defy 
(e) submit 

(d) violate 

46. (a) Confucius 

(b) Mohammed 

(c) Buddha 

(d) Chanakya 


(e) Christ 
47. (a) nap 
(h) dc»e 

(c) slumber 

(d) drowsy 

(e) hibernate 

48 (a) microphone 

(b) radio 

(c) projector 

(d) telephone 
(c) transistor 


ANALOGIES 


r/ic iwrdf, w qucatnnis giwn hcimo have certain relation- 
'^liip. Your task is to find out the ri^lit pair from (a), (h), (c) and 
(d) with similar relationship. 

49 grey : green 
(fl) pony: yak 

(b) teacher: student 

(c) wheat:bread 

(d) gtild • ornaments 

50 nebula . .star 

(«) space: earth 

(b) stone; diamond 

(c) mtxin: sky 
id) forest: tree 

51 sprain: fracture 

(a) fever: malaria 

(W excitement: frenzy 

(c) devotion: blessing 

(d) sleep • dream 

52 spring summer 

(a) childhood ; old age 

(b) dusk; darkness 

(c) plains: mountains 

(d) river; sea 

53 stationary: mobile 

(a) quack: expert 

(b) vehicle • bus 

(c) quilt: sheet 

(d) bulb ■ lube light 

54. temple. pray 

(a) exam: practicals 

(b) memorial; greatmen 

(c) green-room: make-up 
Id) medicine: cure 

55. cotton: plant 

(a) tonic: health 

(b) wheat:fields 

(c) diamond: coal-mine 

(d) silk: threads 


LOGICAL FIGURES 


Items in questions 56 to 60 are represented by sets of figures 
A, B. C, D and E, each circle representing one item irrespective 
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of its size You haiH. to match the n^ht si / of fic^urcs with the 
nght i^uatioii 

56 dinosaur tiger reptilt 


57 cone prism cxibi 



QB 


58 shelves, books library 


59 robin swallow bird 


60 ciogs cows black 


(od 


o 

QO 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of Figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures Your task is to find out which 
of the Answer Figures from A, B, C, D and E would be the next one in the senes of the Problem Figures 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 
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Note Some of these non-verbal senes questions were actually asked in the Gramm Bank Examination held 
December, '91 
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_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. U’) 

2 . (c) 

3. (d) 

4. (W 

5. (d) 

6 . (a) 

7. (rt) 

8. (d 

9. (d 

10. (d 

11. (a) The conclusion is in confirmation with the btate- 

ments. 

12. (d There could be other formalities or reasons as 

well. 

13. (d) The reason for the action has not been stated 
14 (c) The conclusion is not convincing enough. 

15. (d There ought to be other reasons, hence not a con¬ 

vincing conclusion. 

16. (a) The conclusion is a natural one. 

17. (b) The art might have reached there indirectly, hence 

a hurried and long drawn conclusion. 

18 id) 

19. (a) 

20 . (a) 

21. (d 

22. (b) 

2.3. (//) 

24. (b) 

The questions of Type IV are best attsivered by dnmm^ 
diagrams of all the probabilities and then reaching the fool-proof 
comluston 

25 . (b) 


26. (e) 


27. (d 


28. (d) 


29. (d 



30. (i) 



CARS /V''^CA*S 
comf \ 


31, B. Attendance 69% + 59? (hockey)+l% by the Prin¬ 
cipal = 75% 


32. E. The boy is above 19. 

33. C. Above 80% hence 1 year's relaxation in age by the 

Secretary. 

34. A. All conditions are fulfilled as the boy is hand¬ 

icapped. 

35. A. Attendance 71%+5% (debater), other conditions 

are fulfilled. 

36. A. AH the conditions are fulfilled. 

37. A. The girl is handicapped, aU other conditions are 

fulfilled. 

.38. B. The conduct is satisfactory but marks 85%, hence 
considered by the Principal. 

39. D. Attendance 67%+5% (games)+3% by the Chair¬ 

man. 

40. C. One year's relaxation by the Secretary as the 

marks obtained are 85%. 

41. (d) All the others are related to collection. 

42. (b) All the other rivers flow towards The Bay of Ben¬ 

gal. 

43. (b) It is the only vehicle drawn by man. 

44. (c) All the other terms are related to drama. 

45. ((’) All the others show a resentment. 

46 (d) All the others started new religions. 

47. (b) All the other terms are connected with sleep. 

48 (t) It is the only visual instrument among the audio 
ones. 

49. (a) just as grey and green are colours, pony and yak 
arc domestic animals, hence same category 
relationship. 

50 ((/) The relation.ship is that of cluster and one unit. 

51. (b) The relationship is that of ordinary and higher 

intensity. 

52. (b) One follows the other. 

53. ((?) The words are opposites. 

54 (c) The relationship is that of place and its object. 

55. (c) One is obtained from the other. 

56. D. Tiger is different while dinosaur is a reptile. 

57. E. All are different units. 

58 A. Books are in shelves, and shelves in library. 

59. C Both robin and swallow are birds. 

60. B. Some dogs and some cows are black. 

61. to 70. For ansuvrtng these questions, you should study 

each of the given figure individually and try to see 
(/) whether it moves clockwise or anticlockwise 
(n) what is the pace of movement. 

(in) whether the figure changes direction, it may 
adopt a reverse position, may turn right or left or may 
have a swinging motion. 

(fi’) whether something is added to it or taken away 
from it. 

(v) what is the relation of the figure with other figures 
in the box, eg. a dot or a dash may hop in and out of the 
main figure. 

(vt) whether the figure expands in dimensions or 
contracts. 


61. A 
66. B 


63. E 64. C 65. B 

68. A 69. D 70. B 


62. E 
67. D 
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VOCABUlAlfr 


Improve Your Word Power 


1 agitprop: (a) prayor (b) propaganda (i) knowledge 
id) information 

2 burgeon: («) surrender (W grow (c) define (tf) cap¬ 
ture 

3 collate: (n) assemble (b) narrate (i) describe id) 
prestnbe 

4 dowdy: (a) bright (b) fashionable (i) un¬ 
fashionable (d) expensive 

"s extenuate: Oi) provoke (b) invoke (r) prevent (d) 
excuse 

6 flounder: (a) fall (b) confine (t) hesitate (t/) at¬ 
tack 

7 grapevine : (a) rope (b) stick (i) source 
id) lumour 

5 hiccup: (rt) scdulion (f>) small problem (O oppor¬ 
tunity id) trial 

9 lugubrious: in) dismal ib) slow (i) excitement id) 
inspiration 

10 moratorium: ia) delay ib) cooperation (c) en¬ 


couragement id) expression 

11 notch: ia) corner ib) floor (<) bottom id) level 

12 overture: ia) distinction ib) order (c) approach id) 
opening 

n pogrom: ia) design ib) deception (i) reception id) 
killing 

14 quixotic: ia) noble ib) distant (cKiear id) moving 

15 rigmarole: (n) excellent ib) complete (c) compli¬ 
cated id) tall 

16 soggy: ia) satisfaction ib) soaked (c) impatient id) 
ugly 

17 trauma: ia) death ib) disease (t) disgrace id) 
shock 

IS urbane: (a) elegant (fi) dull (i) offensive (i/) dry 

19 verve: ia) haste ib) diffidence (t) direction id) en¬ 
thusiasm 

20 wee: (a) sorrow (h) woe (c) suffering (</) little 


ANSWERS 


1 agitprop; (h) propaganda 

—^The wide teaming and poebc awareness of the wnter lifts 
his narrative above mereiigit;w;> 

2 burgeon: (b) grow, flourish 

—The domestic ready-made garment market is burgeotutiK at 
a di7?vmg rate 

1 collate; (a) assemble, gather 

—The hook-binder was busy miollatiiiK the loose pages of a 
bix)k recently printed 

4 dowdy; (t) unfashionable, dull 

—Fashion experts are complaining that successful profes¬ 
sional women in Washington prefer conservative dress and cknvihf 
look 

5 extenuate: (rf) excuse, mitigate, weaken 

—Because ol i-\teniuitmg circumstances (facts that might be 
regarded as an excuse) the court acquitted him ot the crime 

6 flounder (c) hesitate, fumble 

—I wasn t I'xpectmg the interviewer to ask about my pnvate 
hfe and was lelt ftoumimng for a while 

7 grapevine: (if) rumour, gossip, news 

—The atmosphere was hot with thegm/icnine that the ministry 
was on the verge of a collapse 

8 hiccup: ib) smaQ problem 

—It IS self dcludmg to believe that the troubles in some border 
States are at best a hwcup that will be set right soon 

9 lugubrious: (a) dismal, mournful 

—Nobody welcomes a lugttbnous fellow in a marriage party. 

10 moratorium: (o) delay, stoppmg 

—It 18 high time to declare a moratorium on arms sales to the 
warring factions in any region of the world 


11 notch; id) level/grade (excellence) 

—In a deovocrahe set-up, editors of newspapers have a spe¬ 
cial status, a notch above the managers 

12 overture: (c) approach, proposal, bid 

—If we want to live in peace and harmony wilh our neigh¬ 
bours, we must make overtures of friendship to them 

13 pogrom id) killing, massacre, moss murder 

—The biggest migration of human beings from one country to 
the other took place in August 1947 due to the terror of pogrom-t 

14 quixotic: ia) noble, unselfish 

—The members of art-academy live away from the hustle- 
bustle of aty hfe, totally immersed in tfuixotic and creative pursuits 

15 rigmarole: (c) compheated, incoherent 

—^The painter under discussion portrays the rigmarole of 
urban hfe in a semi-abstract manner 

16 soggy: ib) soaked, moist, wet 

—^TTie hlerary crihc wonders why all literature became so 
soggy with sentiment after the Mahabharta. 

17 trauma: id) shock, distressing experience 

—None did appreciate the traumas of divolce that the young 
lady was gomg through 

18. urbane: (a) elegant, retoed 

—The visttot impressed the gathering with his urbane man¬ 
ners and quKk wit 

19 verve: (<0 enthumasm,„v^aur 

—The book is a bnliiant work, written wfth verve thatdaives 
Its power from the writer's addiction to truth. 

20 wees id) little, small. « 

—Usually I have anwdrx^trf cream ill n^Oc^leeafterhinch. 
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TOPfCAL ESSAY 


Investigative Journaiism 


Our citizcua may be deceived for a 
whde, and have Ihvii deceived; bill as 
hug ns the presses can he protected, uv 
man trust them for light. Our liberty 
depends on the freedom of the press, and 
that cannot be limited ivithoiit being 
lost" 

nomas Jefferson. 

T HKRE is no gain-sdying the' fact 
that with freedom of press inves¬ 
tigative journalism has acquired a 
distinct place of credibility among 
the people. If for most ot the ur¬ 
banites or elite, a morning cup of tea 
and/or a newspaper have become 
the compulsive stimulants, the onset 
and onslaught of investigative jour¬ 
nalism, which litts many a lid from 
the seething couldron ot clandestine 
deals or harrowing events, may 
prove t(H) stunning or stupefying to 
believe and digest at once. If 'news' 
by definition is the reporting of recent 
events worthy of being put in black 
and white, "investigating jour¬ 
nalism" aims at indepth probe or 
close examination, inspired and ig¬ 
nited by overt objectivity consciously 
committed to finding out truth or 
facts that have been deliberately kept 
away from public ga/e and critical 
scrutiny for fear of censure, breach ot 
trust or loss of face. Whatever be the 
motives behind concealing 'the 
skeletons in the cupboards' of chill¬ 
ing vaults of official archives, inves¬ 
tigative journalism leaves no stone 
unturned to unearth the facts that 
have remained inaccc^ible and in¬ 
visible so far. 

Whereas the composition and 
contents of news are fresh and imme¬ 
diate, the contours of investigative 
journalism are spicy, bom out of a 
.stale story, resurrected and resus¬ 
citated. The former conceives itself in 


the present whereas the latter draws 
its substance and sustenance fn»m the 
past, buried in halt-lruths and calcu¬ 
lated concoctions, even lies. Lest the 
reading public is carried away by 
everything published in the name of 
investigative journalism, care should 
be taken to dilferentiate between a 
'scandal and an authentic account'; 
'character a.ssassinafion and charac¬ 
ter analysis'; 'sensationalism and fac¬ 
tual prt'sonlalion of events/deals'. 

The true votarii*s and prac¬ 
titioners ol investigative journalism 
arc men ot conviction and courage. 
Their commitment to the job is not tor 
personal aggrandisement or for 
spreading the venom ot suspicion 
and hatred. Their pursuit and pas¬ 
sion for truth and objective enejuiry 
into the past is not the result of any 
impulsive or momentary flash of in¬ 
spiration. Rather, investigation 
brings out the ills that might have 
gone into the making of an agree¬ 
ment or decision in the past. By ex¬ 
posing those under-hand and under 
the table' coded conversations and 
minutes between the vested interests, 
it helps to educate the public on na¬ 
tional as well as international affairs. 
Besides, investigative journalism be¬ 
comes a catalyst to social change in a 
'credulous' society while ktx'ping a 
critical eye on national stxrurity as 
also on those who handle sensitive 
matters ot defence equipment, their 
purchase and quality, usefulness and 
combative u orthiness. 

In the corridors of power, there is 
always some link/leak to help the 
inquisitive journalLst to get at the bot¬ 
tom of tmth. Bit by bit the patches are 
collected and then collated to make 
out an exposition that had been 
denied the opportunity to fall into the 
hands of public. Without fear or 
favour, for love or for money, hands 


are laid on secret papers, which 
reveal kickbacks running into mil¬ 
lions of dollars in the finalisation of 
bilateral business/defence deals and 
the money thus extracted finding its 
way into foreign banks. 

While one may quibble over the 
scope and ethics of the term 'inves¬ 
tigative journalism' no one can have 
any doubts about the stories that 
have been investigated in India: Bel- 
chi, Bhagalpur, Bofors, Kalahandi,. 
Kuo, et al. The exposes which made it 
to the front pages of newspapers and 
journals after the Emergency have 
become part of journalistic legend 
and need no repetition to bring home 
to the readers how investigative jour¬ 
nalists had uncovered the stink and 
stigma of excesses that were com¬ 
mitted in the name of "disciplined 
democracy", as professed and prac¬ 
tised by the j^owers that be then. 

It IS quite common that major 
newspapers in free and open 
societic>s typically pride themselves 
on publishing, in the words of N.Y. 
Times, "all the news that is fit to 
print." "The Times" is a §ood test of 
this claim. It has blazed some well- 
known trails in independent, inves¬ 
tigative reporting. Along with the 
Washington Post, it first published the 
Pentagon I’apers during the Vietnam 
War, providing a backstage view of 
how policy makers were intentional¬ 
ly misleading American public 
opinion over the war in particular 
and the whole world in general. And 
the Times (again with the Post) relent¬ 
lessly pursued the Watergate affair, 
documenting the White House 
sabotage of the Democratic Party that 
led to Richard Nixon's forced resig¬ 
nation from the presidency. There is 
no denying the fact that investigative 
journalism in its hot and dogged pur¬ 
suit of truth, sealed the fate of an 
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Anifraiin riosak'nl hv digging mil 
tiu* v\iu liil fiKi ol Watoig.ili sonl 
p.iiWing ii MpniU’s** IVinii' Miniski 
ovtT I oikliccd misdt’moanmit niKi 
It'd the Into Indian I’liino MinisU'i ti> 
lose oloi tions (19h4) <)\ ci flu i ,sik ot 
loiriiptioii in higli pl.Ht (linlois) 
('(Hipled v\itii till ( i!i tK I u-> nd 
tlien tall mit tin lo m (milo i toa 
otlu'i fXpdMtuin hit In Mil 1 ai 
masMtio ol \ It I iiiiu'-i oiiiim.' tlio 
son‘.oU"^s Vu tnain V\ II n d i n kill 
tugs ot (.i \ iliaiv ill imi', Ilia | \\ai 

flu SI' I (111 llu^ galling Imppiii 
mgs s\iu bimi’,lit lo tlu' iHtlui ol 
Woild itpiiiioii li\ till' daiing and 
ilaiuiting illoits ol those v\lio nue 
deti iiniiii il to iinm<isk the iiglv latcs 
ot those whom powii had made 
iia/\ and i.illous \o Joiihl, what 
iiiMsiig iiing media bung lo light is 
)iisi the tip ot an iie heig 1 he 
dubious di'als hoireiuloiis honors ot 
v\ar Ol oppiession, \iolalioii ol 
human lights exploitation ot tlu 
inetk and weak thise aie some ol 
till tpme-ihilling areas in ditterent 
parts ot the uoild uheie media m 
vesligalion trie trom pre)udiie and 
pii i oiueptioip IS always iei|uiied so 
that the iiimes against humanity 
lommitled m \estiryears, aie ex¬ 
posed and woild lonsuemeis pink¬ 
ed to do some iiUiospeilion 

I he woi Id was taken by suipiise 
whin Ameiuan )ouinalist I awreiue 
1 ilsihult/ investigated and expostxl 
the alleged miirkv and ilandistme 
opt ration iiuolving tin Isiaehs ,ind 
the t lA with Pakistan as a conduit, 
of the backdoor sale to Iran ot mil 
lions ol dollais ol Ameruan made 
weapons About S2 billion supply 
nctwoik t siablishcxl to pio\ ision the 
Afgh.in lesislaiue was exploited by 
the mteiestid pailies/ageniies and 
m this way the y\ hole operation vast 
Iv exietded m siope and stale the 
known dimensions ot the Iran-Con 
tia scandal which came to light in 
1^86 Again it was the assistance trom 
the U S and later theeistwhile Soviet 
L nion that helped Iraq lo betonie the 
regional powei 1 hus emboldenc'd b) 
its massive sliike-powet and vast 
army, Irac] inv aded Kuwait in August 
bWt), spaikmg ott the CUilt War that 
came lo an end with the neardecima- 


lioii ot Iraq's economy and military 
iiipability In thecouiseof time when 
niou‘|ouinalists peep into the sicken¬ 
ing affair ot ban Iraq wai and then 
liaq-Kuwait lontlicl and colleit in- 
iiiminatmg eyidente on how LS 
litlpid arm both ban and Iraq to 
wage the most bloixlv wai, thi' dis- 
tlosuu's, it any, would startle the 
world 

(.K ( hesteiton h.id remaiked 
once that it is not Ihe world that has 
got so mill h woi^e but the news 
loveiagi tliat has got so much bit 
ti r ^nlil\lll Ainilt theCiultWai 
iipoilii Into (CX'x) piovi'ii 
( histirlon iighi by hi iipiib wai 
upoitage Itoiii lia 1 although b’s 
liy e ti ansmiisioiis evoked mui li 
tiilicism trom lh< L)^ admiiiistrainm 
and envious inal hacks History 
would sillily place m piTspeilue 
the man who sent out tlu best 
lougli dialt ot history biiiig writ 
ten m blood .md teais during the 
most devaslatiiig wai that did not 
span even the hospitals, milk 
producing tai tones budges 
power houses etc m liaq In Info's, 
Arnett had lomeout with his most 
lanious stoiy that US and South 
Vietnamese tones were ex- 
piiimenlmg with non lethal gas 
III' was coveiing an inlantry ai 
tion then with seveial olhei 
lepoiters and while olheis were 
busy taking in details ot the 
landscape and the sound ot mor 
tais anci aitillery, Ainett tuned m 
to the radio tiattic between the 
lommand post and outlying com 
panic's to land on the s( opp (puxeot 
news) 

Is investigating )ournahsm a 
serious or salat ions (mdeteiU) busi 
ness’ It, It a solemn oi sturiilous 
(abusiv e) puisuit^ Ihese are some ol 
the questions that keep arising trom 
time to time w hen hnancial scandals, 
political and administrative 
demeanours are dig out lest the 
'peephole' journalists lose sight of 
their paramount duty and cultivatcxi 
commitment to truth and become vic¬ 
tims ot fabrication and lalschood a 
nolo of caution that 'investigation 
and not insinuation', 'facts and not 
fiction' constitute the parameters ot 
investigative journalism Under no 


circumstances doc’s it stand tor char- 
actc'i yilification noi does it en¬ 
courage the spieading iit vendetta, 
howevei compulsive'and loercivebt' 
the circumstances undei which the 
jouinalists have to woi k II is neither 
the settlemi'iil of jx’isonal sccires nor 
IS it a launching pad for the leahsa- 
tion ol some mean and mercenary 
motive Witli the passage ot time 
things have come under a cloud and 
the lament ol a deeply dedicaled In 
dian edilor fveiything has bec'ii 
devalui’d ot lale- not mcie oui cui 
lent V, but OUI ail and ciiituri'and our 
joiiinahsm loday, pajK'rs an* being 
kuinclieii to kill cai h othei lhal is 
not joumalism that is a coipoiate 
w.ii' IS not a vain ily otdespan but 
1 ic'llection on the health of joui- 
nalism which may li.insloim itself 
liiilher horn being an objective ob 
sirvc'T loanaciibic activist it its dis 
toition ot purpose and jiiiisuit is luit 
clieckmati’d right now 

I have' bee'll leading the morn 
ing piipci I do it ivi'iv moining- 
well know ing that 1 shall lind m it the 
usual dcpiavitii's and basenc'ss and 
Iwpoi HSU'S and cnu'ltres that make¬ 
up civ ilisation, and cause meloput in 
the u'st ol the day plc'.iding tor the 
damnation ot the human ran'' 

Miuk Id/llll 
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SHORT B$SAY 


Hazards to Life in a Big City 


C.(w/ iinu1( flu lOiiiitn/ ivid min 
nuuit flic tdd’ii 

- Cou'/tei 

T Hr foarsome tiut i)t IiIl in any bii; 

city IS that hazards to hfo arc 
mnu or loss tommon anti (.amorous 
in naturo and psvtht 1 hi’ risks tlial 
ono tn(.cnintois and ondiiros m a big 
i.il\ ni.iv bo duo to its tortuous traffic, 
pollutod airand watorand/oi nhc’na- 
tion of thocitv dwoilor, ulio is none 
c'thor than von .ind mo in difforont 
;arbs gaits and gimmu ks With .ill 
Ivpts ol cohicU's plying on tho city 
roads tho chancos of being knocked 
clou n and out, are not imaginarv but 
rc'al it ono wore to boho\ o tho nuniboi 
ol load fatahlic’s taking place iuoi\ 
If) (ton) minutes duo Ic) vehicular ox 
plosion dare devil di iv mg and shoi t- 
sightod load planning 

I ho c.iustic comment that in 
India people h\o/dio b\ chance on 
roads ma\ not bc> wholly tine but its 
essence is pengnant and paintul 
enough to lomind iis th.it traltic 
h.izards to hte are not gist a matter to 
be laughed at and hc’iiceot no serious 
coiisec]uence Rightly somebcKlc has 
callcxl the citv-ioads as death-traps' 
uheie pedc’stiians as uell as those 
silting on the diner's se.il and back 
run the risk of being inn o\er or 
struck down by a speeding he.nv 
vehicle, and nonually enough, none 
may stop to look at the \iclim 
profusely bleeding on the road to 
take him to a nearby hospital tor feai 
of ner\e breaking legal implications 
later on oi due to insolent insen¬ 
sitivity acquired oyer the yc’ars 

In the mad race to reach then 
place of \vc>rk/appointmcmt, the city- 
dwellers have btvn caught m the cob¬ 
web ot spc'cxl which has given birth to 
numemus human ailments ouch as 
nervous-tension, mental strain, 
worry and anxiety, but despite these 
ills everyone is hell-bent to take o\ er 
the other and beat the time-clcx.k by 


the trai tion ol a second With this ob 
session on the mind, the cil\ loads 
h.i\e become a \critable vortex of life 
embracing death, huriv becoming 
vvoriy .md li.iste lurnmg into 
hystcti.i Rash diivmg on the* con¬ 
gested cil\ nods causes haiioumg 
haiassmeni tc' public m gc iieial but to 
children, women .md the aged in par- 
tic ulai 

The alaiming accelei.ition with 
which cities aic expanding and ex 
plod mg witli sound and smoke, 
poisonous gases and pounding pres 
sines then is no deny me, the l.utthat 
cxistencemabigcilv scc'm-.i.night m 
a war zone ot open manholes, and 
pot holes sticams ot /'(imi-stamcxl 
spittle banana skills and slt.i) cattle, 
thus lendciing human movements 
vulnei.iblt to all types of twists and 
turns The exacting I’xcicisc ol getting 
intocrowdc'd hose's .md m<>tros/sub 
urban li.imsand then gc’ttmgoft fiom 
them, is almost leading a perilous 
life, loi this loiitiiu m\ohes 1 libbing 
shouldeis with pickpockets, gc'tting 
thrown out ot the city s ovei 
ciowded local liams/biisc's.md baie 
ly escaping tall into the iiuinc'roiis 
pitlalls that clutter the city lo.ids 
Wheie emo cannot roach ones emn 
pocket without hinting hall a dozen 
libs, the’ pickpockc'l with his lu’ai 
peiti'ct tc'chnii]U( picks youi pocket 
anci reaches lor anolhei victim ol his 
ait 

Besides ti.itlic haz.irds ihc’ city 
dwellers have to inhale polluted an 
anci drink polluted watei with the’ 
result that then lungs, chests and 
othc'i vital human oigans are adver¬ 
sely affix tevi and m some cases ir¬ 
reparably damaged With the 
excessive presc’me ol smoke and 
dust, sound and fury, poisonous 
g.ises and a host cit other pollutants in 
the air and watci, people suffer both 
physical as well as emotional agony 
ot chronic diseases, breathing 
troubles and heanng impairments 


T he long c]ucx]ues m hospitals and 
mil sing homes, in cities, big and not 
so big, Ix'ai testimony to the crying 
tact that all is not wc’ll with tlw city 
life bi’c.nise people are being sub¬ 
jected to t.ice health hazards that 
h.ive bexome an inescapable part of 
city life’ 

And last but not least aie emo- 
tional/psvi hological hazards that 
one has to put up with in the torm 
c’l alicn.ition, estiangemcnt or 
lone hness m the' midst ol surging 
ciowds and exploding numbers 

I OSS of idi’iitity and non-ii’cogni- 
tion ot pc'rscm.il entity as something 
di'-tmct and deseiving are the ir¬ 
ritants that constantly batter and 
h.mmui a sensitive soul caught in 
the w hirlpool ot eai nmg two scptare 
nu'als and over whelmed bv the 
deluge ol 'acqiiisitue hedonism' 
(belii’l that pleasure should be main 
aim of life) and consumption 
boom/culture Ihc aspirations that 
diive the new entrants/chte hc^ad- 
long towards the tacelesf> 
cosmopolitan', global identity 

have' moie to do vx lUi the values ot 
aval ice, greed and acquisitiveness 
OI with the notion of inclividual suc- 
cc’ss, than the notions ot compas¬ 
sion, sharing, caring or success 
detined m larger, community terms 
as lai as the city culture, its com¬ 
position and complexes are con¬ 
cerned 

All said and done, hte in a big city 
IS both a challc’nge <md an opportunity 

II it holds out the mythical 'golden pot' 
and stupc’ndoiis possibilities foi selt- 
piomotion and pmspentv, it throws 
b.u k a gcxid many pmblems as w ell In 
the evc’r changing urban scenano, the 
choices are getting limited and 
a’stnctcxi to chcxising between sur¬ 
vival and suriendei I he delinc>us 
demands ot life and tinu' are such as 
will bnxik no excuse to put the cJcxrk 
back, how evc’r dangi'rous and daunt¬ 
ing be the facets of lilc' in a big city 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


"To laugh at men of sense is the 
privilege of fools." 

—jctni I / ii Bruycrc 

To pick up holes m tiie pockets 
of wise men's wit and wisdom is 
the privilege of tools. No doubt it is 
again the fools who rush headlong 
where even the angels fear to tread. 
When fools mock at the sensible, 
they do so with no malice at heart 
and no malignancy of purpose. In 
Shakespeare's great comedies, it is a 
privilege conferred on the fcxils 
only to laugh at the rulers as well as 
their courtiers free from all censure 
and castigation by the powers-that- 
be. The fools are ever prepared to 
mock at the sagacity of those who 
claim to 'know-all' and vie with 
their equals to display their gems of 
knowledge at the throw of a hat in 
order to curry favour with their 
masters/bosses. In such situations 
the fcxils like mischievous pickers of 
jibes jump into the fray and make 
their presence felt by some caustic 
comment or tongue-in-chevk 
remark. To impute motives to fixils 
that never exist 1^ to belittle their 
role in the too sombre and serious 
scenario of human relations and 
state-craft. When the fools put to 
ridicule the statements anci judge¬ 
ments of the wise, they do so to take 
out the sting of bitterness or 
banality that might have influenced 
the deliberations of the sensible. 

"An ounce of prudence is worth 
a pound of gold." 

—Smollett 

When we are cornered in a tight 
corner, it is not gold but prudence 
that comes to our rescue. Both far¬ 
sight and fore-sight prove better as¬ 
sets in movements of trials and 
tribulations than the glittering yel¬ 
low metal. It is with the help of dis¬ 
cretion and doughty judgement that 
we can turn the tide and swim 
home safe and sound. Mental alert¬ 


ness coupled with knowledge and 
caution enables us to tide over un¬ 
foreseen situations of confusion and 
consteniation. With prudence one 
can devise ways and means to face 
the ghosts of dilemmas that take us 
by surprise to brow-beat and 
upstage us. Creed for gold put us in 
the ranks of ordinary mortals but 
preference for circumspection and 
thoughtfulness brings us in the com¬ 
pany of the wise and learned. Theft 
of gold renders us poor and pauper 
but there is no danger to prudence 
being snatched or swindled by a 
thief or a pick-pocket. What is in a 
pocket/bag is likely to fall into the 
crafty hands of a swindler but what 
is in the brain, always multiplies 
and magnifies. Men of prudence 
and patience are tlie privileged ones 
who make a mark for themselves 
without fear or favour. 

"Nothing in life is to be feared. 
It is only to be understood." 

—Marie Curie 

Life is not a silent surrender to 
fears and phantoms. It is a constant 
quest to understand its riddles and 
mysteries. To run away from the bat¬ 
tle-field of life for fear of being 
beaten and battered is the lot of the 
coward and the crazy but the real 
fighters are those who stand up to 
the challenge and make every con¬ 
ceivable effort, both physical as well 
as intellectual, to unravel and com¬ 
prehend life's secrets that have 
remained unresolved and unear¬ 
thed so far. To some, life's journey is 
shrouded in fears but for the daring 
and daunting, it is a haunting 
ground where every appearance or 
happening is the result of cause and 
effect. To the intelligent and the 
rationalist, there is nothing which 
cannot be explained or ap¬ 
prehended provided there is a will 
to know and analyse. God has 


equipped man with intellect, fie 
would not like him to be caught in 
the cobweb of fears, mostly imagi¬ 
nary and thus waste his powers and 
talents that make from 

other species. The one who enters the 
haunted-house of worldly mysteries 
and solves its ainfounding coils of 
puzzles and predicaments, is the one 
who justifies his existence and proves 
equal to the task that has been as¬ 
signed to him by the Superior Master. 

"Those who cannot remember 
the past arc condemned to repeat it." 

—George Santm/aiui 

Remembering the past is like 
sifting chaff from the grain and thus 
preserving the best and the noblest 
that can stand by us when gather¬ 
ing storms of divisions ancldistrac- 
tions are about to blind us to fall 
into the pits of moral decay and cul¬ 
tural decadence. Past is like the 
light-house that guides the straying 
and staggering boat of our life to 
reach its harbour and haven. To say 
all that has gone bye is pure and 
pristine is to deny the truth and con¬ 
ceal the convulsions that had given 
many a blow and battering to social 
values and national ethos. Such dis¬ 
tortions of the past as were respon¬ 
sible for our decline should never 
be allowed to go out of our percep¬ 
tions lest we should be condemned 
to repeat them now and become a 
laughing stock in our own eyes and 
a butt of joke in the eyes of others. 
Knowleage of past mistakes and fol¬ 
lies should be enough to jolt us out 
of our mental inertia and physical 
complacency because falling into 
the state of amnesia tantamounts to 
inviting the enemy waiting in the 
wings of life's theatre/stage to un¬ 
leash the forces of fren^, greed, 
lies, superstitions et al. If history 
were not the record of adventures 
and misadventures, deeds and mis¬ 
deeds, light and shade, there would 
have been no need to learn from the 
past. 
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DEBAre: DISCUSSION 


Parliament on TV 


Since the bcj^inning of December 
hist, Doordarshan has been telecast¬ 
ing a part of the proceedini^s. The 
presentation started loitli Question 
Hour. Has the e.xperiinent been suc¬ 
cessful and has it served its purpose? 
There are different viexopoints on this 
issue. The proposition for discussion 
is: "The tclecastiiic> of Parliament 
proceediiiKs has proved useful and 
should be continued despite the ex¬ 
penditure on it.” 

Mr A Sir, from December 2, 
1941, Question Hour in the Lok 
Sabha, and later from the Rajya 
Sabha, has been filmed, the sound 
recorded then telecast on a regular 
basis. On February 29 this year, the 
Dix)rdarshan viewers had the op¬ 
portunity to watch the dire ct presen¬ 
tation, in a familiar professional 
manner, of the 1992-93 Central 
Budget by the Finance Minister, Dr 
Manmohan Singh. From many 
points of view, this partial coverage 
of Parliament has been interesting 
and useful. First, the people are 
now able'to see clearly their elected 
representatives performing their 
duty (as the latter think is right and 
proper), from the comfort of their 
drawing-rooms. They don't have to 
go all the way to Parliament House, 
obtain a pass for the Visitors' Gal¬ 
lery through an M.P., wait in the 
long queue, go through the security 
checks, etc and remain confined to 
their seats for a fairly long time. 
Second, they find that the Members 
of Parliament are now more regular 
in attending the sessions of the 
House of which they are members. 
Thirdly, the M.P.s are spruced up 
sartorially (they are better dress^ 
because they are conscious of the 
fact that they will be on the small 
screen sooner or later for 
everyone to see. The shabby pul¬ 


lovers and crumpled shirts, and the 
ordinary sarees of old times, have 
given way to more presentable and 
well pressed apparel. Fourthly, 
there is less of shouting, at any rate 
by some members, though the 
others still believe that the best 
method of making their presence 
felt (or seen) by the general public is 
to shout now and then, speak loud¬ 
ly and make dramatic gestures in 
order to attract attention of the 
Speaker (the Chairman in thi" case 
of the Rajya S.ibha). Fifthly, there 
have been very few ugly scenes in 
the I louse; there has bivn more dis¬ 
cipline, more orderly conduct and 
more of compliance with the direc¬ 
tives and orders ot the presiding of¬ 
ficer. In other words, television has 
exercised a generally sobering in¬ 
fluence on the legi.slators. Time W'as 
when there was total absence of 
decorum; what a Minister or other 
member was trying to say to prove 
a point was not audible. Now 
things have changed. In fact, in 
some ways the change has been 
remarkable and the general opinion 
seems to be that such telecasting of 
Parliament proceedings should be 
continued and extended for the 
benefit of the people. Since the 
Members of Parliament get full ex¬ 
posure on the small screen at one 
time or other, they too are in favour 
of continuing the camera prc'senta- 
tion by Dtnirdarshan. 

MrB My predecessor, Mr A, 
seems to have been carried away by 
first impressions and docs not seem 
to have given adequate thought and 
consideration to the actualities. To 
stress a basic point first, we should 
take into account the fact that only a 
small percentage of the people of 
this country possess television sets. 
The majority of the people do not 


own TV sets (they are of course ex¬ 
pensive devices) and are unable to 
watch the programmes. We should 
remember that over 75 per cent of 
the voters live in rural areas, while 
the majority of those^who have the 
privilege of owning TV sets are in 
urban areas. The urban people 
know, through newspapers and 
magazines, how well or badly their 
chosen representatives in Parlia¬ 
ment perform their function. It is 
not necc’ssary for them to watch 
Dtxirdarshan presentation to make 
a note of their members' actions, 
their dress, their frequent interrup¬ 
tions of Ministers' speeches etc. 
DiHirdarshan is spending lakhs of 
rupees on telecasting Parliament 
proceedings—an exercise which 
benefits only a small percentage of 
the fieople. I venture to ask. Sir, 
whether a poor country like India, 
where millions of people starve day 
in and day out, can afford to incur 
heavy expenditure on this luxury. 
What benefit docs the country and 
the nation get out of this venture? 
Very little. The mass of the people 
are illiterate anyway and so they are 
ignorant. They do not know who is 
who in the Parliament chamber; in 
fact, most of them have seldom, if 
ever, seen their representatives in 
Parliament. They cast their votes at 
election time, generally for a party, 
once in five years or so and then 
they forget all about the matter. The 
community television sets (at 
panchayat "bhavans" or com¬ 
munity centres) generally remain 
out of order (their maintenance is 
very poor and they remain as show¬ 
pieces). As a result, the common 
man does not get any opportunity 
to see the "tamasha" which, he is 
told, goes on in Parliament at a cer¬ 
tain fixed hour. The telecasting of 
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porlwniontiiiv piocivdiny^s is a 
nii’aninj’kss M'ntiiro as tar as lht‘ 
masses an i oim-rnod, espei iail\ be 
cause he v are- ten* bus\ oainiiiji; 

Hun lieelihoud, Hire)ui;h aj^rnul 
tural e»pe*ratu>ns e\e*n in the lu it ul 
the sun oi wurkinj^ in a tacteie 
Henv ean they internipl tin ii woik 
in holds eir tae tones tei e\ lU h 
tel<‘\ ision preigiainnii s ’ All tin v 
ean manage is to liste n to llu radio 
in the e \e nmgs (tin tailio is veiv 
eeiminon in luial <iie as alseO At that 
time tluie is no ti li lasting ol I’ailia 
mont proii t'dinj s tluv iisti'ii only 
to him and othei songs on All India 
Kaelio <ind that e ill Se) teleeasting 
eh pailiann ntai\ pieneu’dings is o( 
ne» use to the in eee-n tluiugh as tax 
pa\ers they ha\e to be*ar a goeid 
part ot the* expenditine 

MrC Sii, It v\e v\eie to aeeept 
iheaigunientsgnen by Mr B we 
would beeompe'lltnl to leaeli the 
eonelusion that the expensw e Dooi 
daishan shoulel itselt be closeid 
eleiwn lietause the* masse's eannot at 
tenei te> buy TV sets f iu* time w he n 
rV se*ts w oulel becenne sei e he'ap as 
te) Sint the peiekets ol the poeir m.is- 
ses is far tar aw ay Does th<it me*aii 
that the eountry as il is now, shoulel 
have no televisuin at alP Fhe laet is 
that more and inoie people are now 
in a position to buy teleyision sets 
and wateh the* yarietv ol piogiam 
mi’s on the s< re*e*n day alter ela\ 
espeeiaily in theeeenings I woulel 
not like to join the issue raise*el b\ 
m\ predi’iessor, Mr B, that 
teli’yision is a sluvr luxury and be 
eaust* India is a poor eountry, vm* 
shoulel not think eit maintaining 
and expanding the elaborate* in 
trastiueture Meareene^r, the telecast 
mg ot parliamentarv prenex’dings is 
bv aeeonnts an e’poeh-making 
e\ent It is a ste*p ahi*ad in Inelia's 
denuKlatie eli'\ elopment The ex}x*e- 
tatiems are that the e*\ emt might 
seH>n bring about a near-rex olution 
7 he* staiulard ot eiur Parliamentary 
work IS likely to improve beuaiise 
the Mcmbe*rs conduct will be em 
display 1 he IV audience is becom¬ 
ing progressively larger m dimen¬ 
sion and is alsi) becoming iiurre 


disi iinnnatory Both tlie R<idio and 
Doordarshan have immi'nse c’diica 
tivi* value Why should the oppor 
tuinty ol pri’senting the 
pailMiiU’iitai V lunctionnig be 
wastixl'’ After all, the C.oveminent 
has spent erore’s ot rupee’s on se'tling 
up telev ision stations anei is spend¬ 
ing lakhs every dav on presenting 
the programme’s, the I’liteilamment, 
the disiussions through paiu’ls ol 
experts, the song and dance* items, 
the plavs, tile* dramas scri*e*ning ol 
lihns and doeiime’ntaiies <ind so on 
I he visual presentation IS all tor the 
pe opie s benefit Cases are know n 
ot vote IS asking their repie 
sentatives w hat the*v are doing lor 
them in Pai liainent 1 hiough Dooi 
daishan telecasting thev can know 
w hat thev want to know 1 lu aigu 
ment put forth by some erities, espe 
I lally the* cvnies among tlu m that 
those who are ieallv*kivn to know 
w hat the* MPs do in the I louse i an 
ri’ail the lU’Wspape’is espeeiillv the 
itc'ins di’seribmg the pioiee dings m 
the two Houses, is haidh eonviiu 
mg I he reports ot i’arliament 
proic*e*dings have to be v ei v biiet 
‘sevc’ial other items—sports, com¬ 
mercial reports, soeial and 
economic developments niial and 
urban aeliv ities, progri'ss ot in 
diistrv and agricultuie, aelivitie*s 
outside* Parhanu’nt—all tlu’se have 
to be accommodated But w hat 
V isual prc’sentation can achieve, 
mere words in a newspaper report 
eannot When the proceedings are 
being teleiast, the membeis arc* on 
then bc’st behaviour bew pi’eiple 
have the* lime tei read newspapers m 
detail M oreov er, anew spa per 
report devote's, bc’iause ot pressure 
on space, emly a tew lines to each ot 
the speakers On the other hand a 
telecast presentation m a tew 
minutes shows what a legislator is 
doing, how he is presenting his 
constituents' case, and so on 

MrD Sir, if w'c* carefully ex¬ 
amine the* records and note the im- 
prc*ssions ot those who regularly 
w ate h the proceedings of Parlia- 
nu'iit, we would find that the 
gams expected from telecasting 


thi’Questiem Hour and some other 
proe eedings have not ae e nii’d On 
February 2‘t this year, w hen the 
Union Budget was presenteei, there 
was no indication ot belter be- 
haviouj by the members There 
were intei ruptionsof the* budget 
spc’c’c h, there w as some noise also, 
though happily there* was no pan¬ 
demonium There wasalsosemie 
shouting and, lor a few minutes, vir¬ 
tual be*dlam IheSpc’akerofthel ok 
Sabha mamtauu'd his temper and 
re*taine*d hiselegaiu e*, but it theaim 
ot teleeasting tlu proee*e*dings was 
toensure, orat any late promote*, 
decorum all through thesession, 
that w as not ae hiev I'd Wate li mg the 
pertoi ma lu es hv eon Ihesmall 
se reen isee 1 tainly interesting,but 
does the nation pay heav ily only lor 
entertainment ten an hourorso’ Is 
thi'e’xpense woith all the trouble 
andexpe*nse'’C (*itainl\ not We 
lould have managed w itlunit it, and 
the e ounti y w ould not h.iv i* bi*en 
any woise In tact,at time’s it was 
si’lt deleatmg Again, aslionomieai 
su ms are spent on showjng excel pts 
from thc’Que’stion Houi, thenet 
gam to thecountry is hardly worth 
mentioning Morc*over,manv 
pi’ople* hav e* begun to doubt 
w hether theexpei iment was instruc 
tiv eand enlightening if did how 
eVer ha v e some i n teres ting 
moments but at w'hat heavy expen 
diture'The* polished and articulate 
M Fsand inthespeitlightinanv 
e ase, teli’cast or no telecast Then 
speee he*sa reprominently pu blishi’d 
in newspapers and reported in nor¬ 
mal T V broadcasts, notably in the 
"Parliamc'ntNews' and 'Sansad 
Samae har" in both English and 
Hindi beveralM Bswhoareback 
bene hers still dose oft orreTax I 
and many othei pimple refuse to ae'- 
i I’pt the plea that telecasting of 
Doordarshan programmes help to 
promote the democra tic process Be¬ 
sides,seveialBarliainentmembers 
ha vecomplainc*d that the 15-minute 
condensation of Question Hour m 
thenextmorning'sprogramme 
hardly does justice to them Shorten¬ 
ing of such items to a quarter of the 
timeutilised often results in distor¬ 
tion of the programmes 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


You Can Manage Your Troubles 


>(i;/ iiviiict •'top llu /(ii-'s of tioiihh 
horn (»((/ ifoiii luiiti I iit i/oii (fill 
pniLiil tin 111 fioiii iiiiikiii^ /;<s/s ni \/oiii 
linn 

Lhiiu’'>( Pun I lb 

Wc all have our troubles 

II of us luut tunibks —soint 
piobltms tniotion.il tips and 
dow n-- -ciLisLil bv Iito s truslralions 
inontv prob'ems )t>b uorrits ,ind a 
luist ot othi 1 kiiitls ot tiListritions 
Kulioi poor troubks ttnnt (o ill tit 

II No oiu knows with inliiiilv 
tioni out d n to thi m \t |ust v\ li it tin 
in \t tl n will bun.; lift is \ii\ on 
pn.dntabk Tin IkI tint noin. tan 
fid totilK sttutt in invtliiiiL, sub 
Jilts in to a lommon Irvisirition V\i 

III ill in till smil bu.it tivniv; toinaki 
tin most ol lilt ailoptinj^ouiscKi sto 
i.u li i li ini'iiig situation 

Duty to surviNC lile's troubles 
Ri 1 nianv ot us biiiij’ on oui 
ow n mistortuiu Rut it is. ilso tun 
that many ol us oftm become llu in 
iiotenl \iitiins ot the slinks and ar 
rows ot outranious lorluni 
\ssuming the philosophual ittitudi 
that any ont at anv tinu can sudden 
U bi lonfronted w ith a si nous prob 
km beiaust ot union sun 
iiiiumstaiiiis makes us lo.ili/i that 
no OIU IS exempt trom liti s Inistra 
tions Man is born unto lioiible is 
the spaikstly upwards VVetanonl\ 
be held responsible for thosi troubles 
wliieh we have de'liberatelv brought 
on oursehes due to tauftv judge 
ment or some other leason 

Wink we are all eapabk ot 
making seiioiis mistakes the impor 
tant thing is pieitit trom oui sati ex 
perieiiie's We eannot alwavs /ig /ag 
trom life s dilfuulties Wlu'ii troubles 
come to us, and often they eome not 
single spies but in battalions it is 
only natural that wt* should have our 
moods of depression and diseourage- 
ment It is only human to find oursel¬ 
ves in trouble and reaeting to it with 
tempoiary despondeney Neverthe 
less to remain eontinually in the 
doldrums because of some major 
frustration is an emotieinal reaction 
that IS morbid and capable of making 


you siikiI than \on would i ver want 
to be As Martin C.I.iv says in his A 
Book ol I iti (I'i/S) I ife s pen 
duhim swmgs bi twe'en darkiu ss and 
light dt -.piii mil hoj.K* torment ind 
jnaii I 111 has always to be re eon 
i|ueud Allixisteiue is a truggk 
Ilk IS siinplv winning through 

Aie you a ehronie worfier’ 

Y woin we mean an abnormal 
coiuiin over sonuthiiig existing 
Ol somdlung uiipk.isiiit \ou tiai 
m IV happm to vou It is detiiiid is 
being immubili/id m the piiseiit as 
a result ol things going or not going 
to happen in tin lutnre It is .1 ion 
tin mu thil ki I ps you imiiiobili/td 
in till now ibout something in tin 
tutuii treejueiitlv soiiii thing met 
w hii h vou h i\ e no i onitol 

\bnoinial woriy is tiequently 
tlu loot ol unre lii ved ekpre-.sioii and 
unhappmcbb Aihionn worrier dis 
sifiati s Ins energy bex ause the things 
he w 01 lie's about seldom happen As 
Dr Novel Poster aptly puts it lo 
woiiv IS as loolish and wasteful as 
driv mg OIU s lar into the garage and 
k iviiig till motoi ninnmg.il! night 
A tienicndous amount of energy 
weuild be eonsiinied but the i ir 
w ould not be going anyw he le I x 
I issue woirv i an bring nice is hv 
peite’iision clamps he'adaehis and 
the like It destioys health it i in 
cause premature ageing It is a toini 
of self torment Phe tamoiis Dejiimi 
of Fans said In our lues tin n 111 
mountains ind molehills but in tin 
lues ot nturastheiiies thiii ire onlv 
mountains 

Worry Test 

R Cajirio has toimiilated the lol 
lowing woriy tc'st II will eiiabk 
you to gain some inkling as to 
whethe'r you are a ehronie woriier 
Ask yoiirsc'lf the following questions 
Check the \es or No eoTumn If the 
majoiitv ot your ehciks are Yes 
answe*rs you no denibt h.we the per 
sonality of neurotic worrier 

Questions 

1 Do you bring vour work 


tl oubli's home’ 't es/ No 

2 Are' vou constantly piixn 
lupied with health problems’ 

"Vi's/No 

1 Does the least emotional 
stress give \ on a fevling of butterflies 
III mil stoiiiaih’ Yes/No 

4 IX> ye'U go tiom diKtor lo 

doitoi ti\iiig to find out what s 
u rung w itli vou’ \es/No 

s \re you oveily cautious 
ibmit I virv ihmg’ ^es/No 

k Do vou take a pe'ssimistii 
view ibout most things’ 'Vi's/No 
Xn vuu iiielined to make 
mount iiiis ot moll lulls’’ Yes/No 

5 \ii vou ovei loneerne'd 
iboul w 11 It othi 1 people think’ 

\es/No 

4 Alt' Vml loiitinuaily worriexi 
ibout the vvi ll ire of members of youi 
tiniilv’ Xe's/No 

10 Do vou dwell on past mis- 

takis’ Yc's/No 

11 Do \ou worn about going 
insane dying or de'v eloping eanec'r’ 

Yes/No 

12 Do vou lack lontidenee in 

till tuhiri ’ Yeb/No 

11 All you supi'isiitioiis’ 

\i>s/No 

14 Do vou wenIV about Ciod 

pimishiiig you’ Yes/No 

15 All you a pentcitionist’ 

'He's/No 

IfS Win you biought up by 
p in nts who w 01 ril'd to excess’ 

"^cs/No 

17 Have you always bi'en 
seiious mindc'd’ Xes/No 

IS Are you oversensitive to 
iritieism, e'asilv offended and ad 
dieted to brooding ov i r slights'* 

Yes/No 

N Can you tiaie vour woirv 
habit to some painlul tiustiation 111 
the past’ Yis/No 

20 Do you worry about 
everyday respon'-ibilitiis’ Xi s/No 

21 Do vou w orry alxiut the kind 
of impression you maki on othei 
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petiple’ Yes/No 

22 Do you tonstnntly talk about 

the things that worry you to those 
around you’ Ycs/No 

23 Must you be lonstantU reas 

sured that nothing will happen to 
you? \es/No 

24 Are you dt pendc nt on others 
to soil e your troubles’ Yes/No 

25 Do \ou woriy i xtessiiely 

about other piopli s troubles and 
niistortuius'’ ' Vls/No 

2h Are voui imagined fear as- 
soiiated vMth something you have 
read or heard' Yes/No 

27 Am* you o\ er suspicious, and 
doubt tin integrity ot your friends’ 

Yes/No 

2S Am \our money troubles a 
constant sinirceot worry’ Yc*s/No 

2‘) Do you have a compulsive 
need to worry ’ Yes/No 

30 Are you the type to bite ott 

moic than you can chew and then 
woriy about It’ Yes/No 

31 [3o you laik a sense of 

humoui’ Yes/No 

32 Are you afraid to en)oy life’ 

'tes/No 

How to manage your troubles? 

I RL aie some psychologically 
sound techniques foi the 
management of vour day to day 
tniubles and frustrations 

Don't cross a bridge till you 
come to It: That is to say, don't 
worry about something before it 
has happened Youi tears may be 
groundless, tor it may never hap 
pen Remember "NTever trouble 
trouble till trouble tumbles you" 

Don't think about you all the 
time If you do so your trouble's are 
likely to get out or,hand Molehills 
will grow into mountains, and any 
setback will be seen as more of an 
obstacle than it actually is It is neces¬ 
sary to look beyond yourself Then 
you recogni/e fcir instance that you 
are not the only person expenc'ncmg 
the loneliness ot the hospital bed, or 
the aching emptiness ot bereave¬ 
ment, or the cruel frustration ot 
another failure, or the nagging pain 
of unavoidable frustration Don't 
ever be Uxi sorry for yourself Every 
minute of every dav, somewhere, 
some one lands m trouble similar to 
yours You are not the only target of 
trouble 

Don't leap in the dark: Think 


tarefully betore you acL People are 
easily frustrated when they allow 
till mselves to act on an impulse Act 
with clear understanding to avoid 
disappointment "Haste makes 
waste*' runs the old saying, "and 
waste makes want, and want makes 
stnfe betwc'en the good man and his 
wife ' If you must hasten, hasten 
slow’ly 

Don't be a perfectionist: Perfec¬ 
tionists aie disposed to be easily 
frustrated because thev expect too 
muih of themselves and others They 
aie too idealistic and less realistic 
Savs Bertrand Russell, "Real life is, to 
most men, a long second-best—a per 
petual compromise between the ideal 
and the possible' Perteition spells 
immobility or paralysis 

Don't look for trouble. An op¬ 
timist and a pessimist went into busi¬ 
ness together Trade flourished 
'Well", said the optimist,' We've had 
a wondeitul month It has been one 
lonstant run of customers Yeah', 
agreed the pessimist dourly, 'We 
have had some gixid business But 
Itxik at those front doors' If jpt'ople 
keep shoving through them, the hin¬ 
ges will be out m another week' 
Don t meet trouble halt wav 

Talk out your problems Talk out 
your pioblems with someone you 
think can help you Merely talking 
things over with someone provides 
an outlet for tear and tension Never 
be tiX) proud or shy to seek outside 
help 

Simplify your life* Don't deli¬ 
berately invite complnations that 
will cause worry and anxiety 

Learn to live now Learn to 
live in the present and not waste 
your current moments in immobi- 
ii/ing thoughts about the past or 
future "There is no other moment 
to live but now", says Dr Dyer 
I ewis Carroll m his 'Alice Through 
the I ooking-Glass speaks about 
living in the present 

'The rule is jam less tomorrow 
and jam yesterday but never jam 
today' 

'It must come sometimes to jam 
today' Alice objected How about 
vou’ Any jam todays Since it must 
come sometimes, how about now’ At 
the same time don't look too far 
ahead Live one day at a time Make 
the best and most of here and now 

Worry-killer question: Ask 
yourself this worry eradicating 


question, "What's the worst thing 
that could happen to me (or them) 
and what is the likelihood ot it 
occurring’" You will discover the 
absurdity of worry m this way 

You cannot please everybody; You 
cannot always please' everyone To 
run into people who dislike you, 
IS to be expected Accept rejection 
stoically 

Be practical Be strictly practical 
and down-to-earth about your 
troubles Accept them as a chal¬ 
lenge to your courage, guts and 
ingenuity , 

Lift of laughter. When things 
go wrong try the lift ot laughter 
Think or something to smile or 
laugh about Use your sense of 
humour when you need it most 
Don t take yourself and your 
problems so seriously that you lan- 
not stand back ancl view the ab¬ 
surdity of taking anything so 
solemnlv 'Appreiiate the immense 
value of humour", savs H N Cas- 
son, 'No man ever laughed himself 
mad, but millions have laughcxi 
themselv'es into sense and sanity' 

Power within 

LI I yourself the idea that you 
have a power within you that will 
heljs you to meet your adversities 
courageously—that will enable you 
to surmount any obstacle 'There are 
still potentialities in you that you can¬ 
not even feel", says M Malinski in his 
'One Daily Bread' (1979) 'You are 
capable or deeds you never thought 
of in your wildest dreams Creafness 
slumoors within you Have con- 
fideme in yourself" 

Control your emotions: Learn 
to control your emotions Coping 
with your day-to-day frustra¬ 
tions successfully depencis on 
how well you can control your 
emotions 

Act 

CTION IS the single most effec¬ 
tive antidote for depression, 
worry and tension It is virtually im¬ 
possible to be depressed and active at 
the same time If you decide to do 
something about your problem 
rather than grumbling about it, you 
will be on the road to changing things 
around yourself If about your situa- 
tional-problem you find asking your¬ 
self, "Yes, but what can I do’" the 
answer is really very simple Any¬ 
thing IS lots b^ter than nothing Be an 
acbon-onenled person 
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If is common knowledge that litis is the age of professionalism and, by and 
large, of professionals, that is, people who are fully trained in one vocation or 
another. The employment market for such trained and skilled people is wide while 
that for untrained youth who have received merely theoretical education and have 
no experience or training is narrow. 

In this connection it would he releixmt to mention the findings of a Bombay- 
based company which recently carried out a survey. Evidently reflecting the 
transformed economic scenario, the bulk of the professionally equipped youth 
prefer the banking and financial sector for good jobs. Nearly 57 per cent of the 
vast number of fresh MBA graduates, for instance, now expect a monthly salary 
of between Rs 4000 to Rs 7000. The lucky ones may get Rs 7000 or more per 
month in their very first fwst. This is indeed heartening. 

On April 2 this year. Finance Minister Manmohan Singh assured bank 
employees that the Government had an open mind regarding the 
recommendations of the Narasimhan Committee on financial sector reforms. The 
Government, in fact, ts anxious to ensure that the health of the hanking system 
improves at a faster rate. 

Since the ultimate interests of both the well-qualified employees in various 
sectors and the administration arc the same, it would be best to avoid the path of 
confrontation and uwk in cooperation. Unfortunately, because of a snag or a 
slow-down at some level, obstructions are created. These benefit no one and 
merely cause a setback to the public interest. 

With best ivislu's, 

Yours sincerely. 
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READERS’ 

FORUM 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

The editorial in the March 

'92 issue seems to retlect the 
Government's line with resnect to 
human rights in India, to dismiss 
reports oj Amnesti/ International as 
bein^ politicallii motivated is to hi/pass 
the issue. 

Kashmir and Piiniab are perhaps 
the onlxf exceptions in which violation 
Inhuman riglits can he 'deteiided' hij the 
Covernment. In these two States, seces¬ 
sionists and terrorists have been using 
the (f«»» with iiiijiuniti/ and pose a threat 
to t)ie unity and integrity o f the countnt. 
As such, the Government is right in com¬ 
ing down on the trouble-makers with a 
heavy hand. So wide has become the 
terrorists' base that they are nmv in 
league with the police and civilians 
holding responsible positions in society. 
As such, the chances of innocent persons 
being victimised cannot be ruled out. 

The rest of India has a sorry tale to 
tell as regards human rights. Tile 
Bhagalpur blindings, the Mehani by- 
elections, the numerous caste wars that 
are still common in Bihar, and the ex¬ 
ploitation of rural labour by un¬ 
scrupulous contractors and'middlemen 
are a few instances of human rights 
being trampled upon. Law and/ustice 
are realised only in Hindi films and not 
in real life. This, Sir, is my counter-point 
to your ''Point counter-phint". 
laiiiiiiii Roshiin Mehta 

RACE FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

Your Special Veature-I (March 'll 
issue) paints a very unfortunate but true 
picture of Pak's nuclear capability. On 
the one hand, Pakistan wants the In¬ 
dian sub-continent to be free from 
nuclear weapons and wants India to 
sign a treaty, ivhile on the other hand it 
continues to enhance its weapons stock¬ 
pile. This has been evident from U.S. 
Senator Pressler's statement at Is¬ 
lamabad. 

In these circumstances India should 
reconsider its foreign policy. It should 
raise the issue in the U.N. and put pres¬ 
sure on Pakistan so that it abandons its 
nuclear iveapon programme, else the 
arms concentration may lead to a 
catastrophe. 

Miingnlorc Banibrata Saha 

"Pakistan's 15 N-bombs" (March 
'92 issue) is undoubtedly a timely ar- • 
tide. If Pakistan does possess nuclear 
bombs in the true sense of the term, it 
would certainly he a grave danger to 
India because "the obvious target in 
case the bomb is actually put to use 
would be India". 

A good many problems are now 
facing India, The Kashmir issue is a glar¬ 


ing instance. Now Islamabad is adding 
another problem. 

Kiimrii Kiislnpiir Ramprasnd Dcbnath 

India must have a nuclear bomb be¬ 
cause of hvo specific reasons. The Pak 
possession of n.-bombs is an acknow¬ 
ledged fact. Countering any threat to its 
sovereignty is India's prime concern. 

The past lias shown the true intentions 
of our neighbours. Pakistan can go to 
any extent in internal crises, from aiding 
terrorism to waging proxy roars to set¬ 
tle old scores ivith India and to satisfy 
its hurl psyche. To maintain peace anil 
harmony in the region thus becomes a 
matter of India's deep concern. It should 
act as a big brother. It is wise to have 
power and then become a champion of 
peace. So a nuclear weapon is indispen¬ 
sable for India. 

C/o W AP('> (. pi Manphool Singh 

WOMEN’S PLIGHT 

The formation of a national com¬ 
mission for women has kindled hopes 
for a higher status. Women face a 
plethora of problems in society. Since in¬ 
dependence a series of Unvs hd-ve been 
passed by the Covernment for uplift of 
women but, unfortunately, nothing 
much has come out of them. Why are 
these laws not effective? Why are 
women still victims of molestation, 
rapes, social infustice, husband cruelty, 
down/ deaths, etc? This question ex¬ 
poses the hollowness of our society. 

Laws and commissions seem to be far¬ 
ces because of non-implementation. 
Miizalfarpiii Manimala Sinha 

A woman's life is fraught with 
problems since her birth. In childhood 
she is ill-treated at home and later be¬ 
comes a victim of the lust of males. 
Women suffer humiliation silently. Ihe 
Constitution provides full rights for 
them, politicians gii’c high-sounding as¬ 
surances for their welfare; a commission 
has been formed to uphold their dignity 
but all these efforts are a mere eyewash. 
Women should not be confined to the 
four ivalls of Ihe home. They should be 
able to taste the privileges guaranteed 
to them and show their mettle in the so¬ 
cial arena. 

Hooghly Siiiijoy t'handa 

I found one point missing from the 
article "Commission for Women". 
Nobody has pointed out an effective 
remedy for the backwardness of ivonien 
in society. 

I would like to ask the Govern¬ 
ment: when it can reserve some con¬ 
stituencies for SIC fV SIT, why can't it 
adopt the same course for women who 
comprise almost half the country's 
population? I feel that entri/ of women 
in politics in a large number would help 
in hringing down violence and other 
malpractices. 

Miizoflaipiir Navesh Kumar 

AGRICULTURE DURING THE EIGHTIES 

The article is timely and reflects 


due regard for the core structure of the 
Indian economy. Nearly three decades 
^o, the late Prime Minister Lai 
Bahadur Shastri gave a clarion call — 
"fai Jawan, Jai Kisan" which seems to 
have been buried under bureaucratic 
files. 

Land resources having great poten¬ 
tial for unemployed manpower should 
be harnessed through adroit planning. 
MITTRILAT CplJ. Singh 

EIGHTH FIVE YEAR PLAN 

Apropos of your article I would like 
to say that our feaders should follow 
the example ofalhleteawho take a high 
jump, higher than the earlier one in a 
high jump competition. Every leap 
should be better than Ihe earlier one in 
the economy. Our leaders should check 
Ihe reasons'for their failures in the ear¬ 
lier plans and avoid them or endeavour 
to remove the faults. 

Trequent checks, continuous ac¬ 
celeration and strict vigilation are what 
we require today. More and more people 
should be motivated to ivork honestly 
for objectives of the Eighth Plan. 'Iherc 
is aizvays room for improi'cment ezurn in 
the best. 

Eilivti Vi)av Lakshmi 

THE WILL TO SUCCEED 

Your zvrite-iip is inspiring. It is 
easier to raise people in slumber than 
the people who are awake. Similarly, 
"The C.M." is raising the waking and 
disappointed people, which is indeed a 
difficult work. While reading this fea¬ 
ture, I ant reminded of a famous stanza 
of Longfellozv: 

Let us then be up and doing 
zvith a heart for any fate 

Still achieving still pursuing 

Learn to labour and to zvait 
Sheikhpiira Md hiro/Khan Sakoonat 

AOS IN CM 

I read your letter in the April '92 
issue regarding the inclusion of ads in 
the CM. Some readers have unnecessari¬ 
ly raised hue and cn/ against ads. There 
should he no objection to ads as long as 
there is no cut in the material in the 
magazine. Moreover if zue get a sub¬ 
sidised rate following the inclusion of 
ads, zvhat's the harm? 

Rnnkec Loki'sh 


May be you have recently appeared ; 
in any competitive examination. j 

We shall be grateful if you could ; 
send us the question papers. The ; 
original papers wilt be returned along ; 
with the postage spent by you. ; 

Your gestur^will be highly ap- I 
predated. j 

_......_...................J 
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EDITORIAl 


More Political Entities! 


T 'HE divisive and splitting up process in the country 
seems to be endless. The latest evidence in this regard 
IS provided by the recommendation of a representative 
body to set up an autonomous administratixx political 
'.tructiire, to be known as Jharkand General Council, for 
13 districts of south Bihar instead of accepting the 
Jharkand Mukti Morcita's persistent demand for estah- 
lislimeut of a separate State. The Committee on jharkand, 
m its report suomitted recently,proposed the creation of a 
Union Territory or a Jharkand General Council. The 
Union Government seems to favour the latter course. 
Since the ffiarkand Mukti Morcha has rejected the 
proposal for establishing a General Council to manage 
local matters, and also ihej>roposal for creating a Union 
Territory, and since the Government has firmly turned 
down the plea for formation of a separate Jharkand State, 
there is a deadlock in the negotiations. 

The deadlock loas confirmed on April 6 and 7 this 
year when Home Minister S.B. Chavan conferred with 
leaders of various political parties in Nero Delhi. The lack 
of consensus on the issue of creating a jharkand State 
came to the fore at the discussions. True, there is almost al¬ 
ways a difference of opinion whenever the question of 
cawing out a new State or Union Territory is under dis¬ 
cussion, but the Jharkand issue has several complications 
and compulsions. 

The 24-mcmber committee on Jharkand has recom¬ 
mended that at this stage the applicability of the Union 
Territory model may be considered because the Jharkand 
region is of singular economic importance. The response 
to the demand for a separate State or autonomy in the 
Jharkand region is extensive and is more regional than 
ethnic. While suggesting the Union Territory model, the 
report said that from the mineral ores, forests, water and 
hydel potential view, the Jharkand region constitutes per¬ 
haps the richest zone in the country. Since the beginning 
of this century, it has witnessed an unprecedented pace of 
industrialisation. Demographically, its composition is 
variegated, forming a rich mosaic. Paradoxically, the local 
and indigenous population has remained very poor and 
backward. All these ingredientsgo to make the Jharkand 
region unique, meriting direct (Antral care. But the 


Union Territory status implies separation of the region ' 
from the present State of Bihar. ', 

Further, there is no guarantee that the region will 
secure an objective and promotfve ddministration in lieu ; 


visablc to look for cm assured basis of an administrate^. 
that is locally responsive. The report makes it clear that 
the idea of a separate Jharkand State carved out of BBiaff \ 
Madhya Pradesh, Wht Bengal and Orissa is not 
able to the other States. However the Committee, tuhm. '' "r 
recognising the similarities in ethnicity and cultures of 
the trihals in the area demanded as Jharkand, has stated ■ ' ’r 
that the 22 districts spread over four States should be 
recognised as a distinct cidtural arm which should be 
demoped irrespective of the political and administrative 
boundaries into which it has been divided. 

Bihar is obviously facing a major crisa. Apart from 
the intense poverty, general laxolessness and increase in ‘ 
crime, there is the proposal to carve out a resources rich 
jharkand from it. The anarchic coiiditions were high¬ 
lighted by the Jharkand “bandh", the spate of extortions ‘ ■ 
and kidnappings for ransom. That is lohy the Chief Mini-' 
ster feels greatly concerned over the fharkand issue tmd' 
has been in close touch with the Centre about the mat¬ 
ter. 

Then there is the issue of Bodoknd—an entity , 
proposed to be created out of Assam territory. The Uifluen- 
tiat and expert committee is reported to have suggested 
setting up of a three-tier politico-administrative structure 
from me village level towards creating a Legislative Coun¬ 
cil in Assam and providing an organu: link between the 
two by making a provision /or ethnic representation in 
the Upper House. The Bodo groups have been fighting for 
a separate State. The committee nmde a thorou^ assess¬ 
ment of the Bodo popuiaiion and other plains tribes to the 
north of the Brahamaputm,and it considered the extent 
of the autonomy that could be given to tribes. The Bodo 
report recommended two councils and an Upper House in 
Aissam. This plan, if implemented, while solving a few 
problems ivould Iwve far-reaching repercussions. *- 
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Curbing Money Power in Poiis 


Motit'y (iiiil mti'-ilf I'owcr, iinfor- 
tumti'h/, piny a oilnl tolc in cU'i tion\ in 
Indlii. In fill t, the imiiieinu'^ elci tomi 
malptnitice‘< me ii‘^lif tmiil-^ on Indian 
detnoenuy and lUioiinl foi the delme- 
mentofoin polilual life In the ptoie'>'^, 
the reio;^in'<ed noini'^ of an elechnal e\ 
enii>e are < lean for;^otten. In Mart h this 
year the Flet tion Coninitsswn made new 
proposalb lor poll tcfornis tsonie of these 
are disi ns'^ed in Ihib fcatine. 

A mong the glcinng defects m the 
Indicin electornl system is the 
lixiphole which endbles a candidate 
to spend tons of money on his or her 
election without properly <iccounting 
for it, that is, without a true and liilly 
verified statement of accounts The 
result is that elections have become 
very expensive, the candidates are 
able to spend lakhs, and in some 
cases over a crore or more, in the bid 
to improve the chances ot success. 
IVople commanding fat purses them¬ 
selves, or enjoying the support of rich 
businessmen, profiteers, smugglers 
and black rruirketeers, alone can al- 
tord to contest elections, especially 
from the large sprawling Lok Sabha 
constiluenac's. The statements of ac¬ 
counts submitted by the candidates 
are mostly false and hence totally 
misleading But so faulty is the exist¬ 
ing system that they get away with 
them. As a consixiuence, a legislator 
starts his career with a statement of 
election accounts which hides the 
truth. 

To partly solve this problem, the 
Election Commission periodically 
makes recommendations. It has now 
suggested that all registered political 
parties should publish their accounts 
annually to be audited by agencies 
specifically specified by the Election 
Commission, to curb money power 
in the electoral arena. This is one of 
the measures recommended by the 
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Election Commission to minimise the 
pernicious role of money power in 
elections. Otherwise, the Commis¬ 
sion feels, any State subvention or 
subsidy to candidates would only be¬ 
come an additional resource at their 
disposal and add to the already huge 
expenses of the election. 

In another significant recommen¬ 
dation, the Commission has said that 
no a.s.sociation or body of persons (ex¬ 
cept a registered jxilitical party or in¬ 
dividual should be permitted to incur 
any election expenditure without the 
written authorisation of the can¬ 
didate concerned or his election 
agent If so authorised, such expendi¬ 
ture should be included in the return 
of election expenses of the candidate 
concerned. This lecommendation is 
significant because in the light of the 
practice adopted by a majority of the 
candidates who declare their per¬ 
sonal election expenditure as within 
the official limits saying the rest of the 
contributions were made and expen¬ 
diture was incurred by friends and 
well-wishers. 

Poll Expenditure: The Election 
Commission is of the view that the 
existing provisions in Section 77 and 
78, read with Section 10A of the Rep¬ 
resentation of the People Act, 1951, 
relating to election exjaenses by can¬ 
didates are totally ineffective to serve 
the intended purpose of placing 
curbs on the unscrupulous use of 
money in elections. Again, it has to be 
kept in mind that under the existing 
law the candidates and political par¬ 
ties frt*ely spend as much as they can, 
with impunity. Cases are known of 
candidates spending lakhs and lakhs 
of rupees on poll campaigns and yet 
stating "nil" or nominal figures in the 
statement of expenses filed by them 
before the authorities concerned. In 
every case, the expenses are stated to 
be well within the prescribed limit. 


There is obviously need to tighten the 
law so that it serves the purpose and 
those flouting the provisions should 
be made to suffer penalties. As things 
are, many people tljink we might as 
well scrap the Liw because it is whol¬ 
ly ineffective and is mocked at. The 
Commission has suggested that any 
person violating the legal provisions 
should be liable to punishment with 
minimum imprisonment of one year 
which may be extended up to five 
years and with fine. 

The Flection Commission's new 
package has been so designed as to 
make it truly effective. To this end, 
three additional recommendations 
have bevn made. Any candidate fail¬ 
ing to maintain a true account of elec¬ 
tion expenses or not filing a true copy 
with the District Election Officers 
within the prescribed time and man¬ 
ner or lodging a false account, should 
be liable to punishment with a mini¬ 
mum period of six months imprison¬ 
ment and extending up to 12 months, 
with fine. Any such person should, 
on conviction, become disqualified 
for being chosen as a member of Par¬ 
liament or a State Assembly for a 
period of six years. Further, any can¬ 
didate failing to lodge his return of 
election expenses within the 
prescribed time-limit should auto¬ 
matically stand disqualified for five 
years. 

Dealing with corrupt practices 
and corrupt candidates for elections 
has all along been a difficult problem. 
Such people repeatedly flout the code 
of conduct. So the Election Commis¬ 
sion has urged that candidates 
found violating the model code of 
conduct and guilty of corrupt prac¬ 
tices should be automatically dis¬ 
qualified for a six-year period. The 
Commission fgit that the proposal 
to give legal sanction to part VII of 
the Model Code of Conduct, vide 
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Clauses 15 and 16 of the Repre¬ 
sentation of the I’lHjple (Amendment) 
Bill, 1990, to make its violation an 
illegal practice with imprisonment 
up to two years or with fine, or botli, 
would not achieve the desired result 

Anomalous Position; Accord¬ 
ing to the Commission, the ivstirt to 
these illegal practices should also 
result in the election being declared 
void. At present a person found guil¬ 
ty of corrupt prac tin's might lie dis¬ 
qualified under Section 8-A of the 
Representation of the I’eople Act, 
1951, by the President on the opinion 
of the Klection Commission tor any 
pericxi up to six years. Pending the 
decision of the President, the person 
concerned is free to contest elections. 
This results in an anomalous situa¬ 
tion if he gets elected and is sulv 
sequently disqualilied by the 
President on the basis of the 
Commission's opinion. Therefore it 
would be belter it the guilty person 
automatically inairs disc]ualilication 
for six years, as was the case before 
the 1975 amendment. 

In another far-reaching proposal, 
the Commission has recommended 
that the Chief Electoral Officers, Dis¬ 
trict Election Officers and Returning 
Officers should be empowered to 
order "cease and dc'sist" in cases of 
violation of the model ctxie, involv¬ 
ing misuse of government machinery 
and vehicles, or offending posters 
and cassettes. 

Among the practices now sought 
to be made illegal are: political par¬ 
ties and candidates writing slogans 
or pasting posters on the walls of 
government buildings and private 
premises; those posters am sources 
of great annoyance and their 
removal means unnecessary expen¬ 
diture on the part of the building 
owners. Though some States have 
enacted laws on the subject, they are 
generally ineffective. 

Again, countermanding an elec¬ 
tion because of the death of an inde¬ 
pendent candidate causes much 
dislocation of the electoral exercise. 
In the summer of 1991 elections were 
scheduled to be held in Punjab but 
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were postponed by the Chief Election 
Commissioner (allegedly for political 
rciisons because the Congress had 
decided not to contest the polls, for 
undisclosed reasons). About 20 inde¬ 
pendent candidates were stated to 
have been killed by the militants in 
the State. A Bill passed by the Rajya 
Sabha in March this year was aimed 
at restricting the countermanding of 
elections only on the ground of the 
death of a candidate belonging to a 
recognesed political party. With in¬ 
creasing terrorism and violence in 
some parts of the country and the 
increase in the number of inde¬ 
pendent candidates, the danger of 
disruption of the electoral process 
has multiplied. The Bill replaced the 
ordinance promulgated on January 4, 
1992. In May 1991, a high-powered 
committee on electoral reforms, in its 
report released in May, 1991, recom¬ 
mended countermanding of an elec¬ 
tion only in the case of the death of a 
candidate belonging to a recognised 
political party, a time-limit for hold¬ 
ing by-elections (at present there is no 
such limit and by-elections are at 
times held after a long interval, at the 
convenience of the ruling party and 
the Election Commission, lowering 
the age for contesting elections and 
strengthening the Election Commis¬ 
sion to ensure free and fair polls. The 
Committee also recommended that 
the age for contesting elections to the 
Lok Sabha and the Legislative As¬ 
semblies should be reduced to 21 
years, and for eicctioas to the Rajya 
Sabha (de-scribixl as the "House of 
Elders") and the Legislative Councils 
to 25 years. The Committee stressed 
the need for a multi-member Election 
Commission comprising three mem¬ 
bers. The Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner should be appointed by the 
President in consultation with the 
Chief Justice of India and the Leader 
of the Opposition In cd.se no Leader 
of the Opposition was available, con¬ 
sultation in this regard should be 
held with the leader of the largest 
opposition group in the Lok &ibha. 
The consultation regarding the ap¬ 
pointment of the Chief Election Com¬ 
missioner should be made stahitory. 
But the Committee did not favour the 
suggestion made by some political 
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parties that Regional Commissioners 
for different zones should be ap¬ 
pointed. Such appointments should 
be made only as and when necessary 
and not on a pi*rmanent footing. The 
tenure of the officials should be five 
years or till the age of 65, whichever 
is later. They should be made in¬ 
eligible for any appointment under 
the Government or as Governors. 
Transfers of officials connected with 
election work should be effected only 
in consultation with the Election 
Commission. , 

But the recommendations of the 
committee on electoral reforms and 
the various measure’s passed by Par¬ 
liament do not cover such important 
matters as rigging which has become 
a great menfice in recent years. There 
has been much progress lately in the 
technique and metlnxls of rigging the 
polls. 'There are case’s where a group 
of toughs and musclemen bacleing a 
particular candidate do not permit or 
scare a way the poll agents of the rival 
parties or stuff the boxes with seized 
voting papers marked in favour of 
the favoured candidate. In many 
such cases, the ele’Ction office’rs and 
their staff are asked to go away or are 
forced to quit the polling booth or 
watch the scene quietly under the 
shadow of the gun. Often the jfoonda^ 
swoop down at a polling btxith and 
prevent innocent voters from enter¬ 
ing a btxith. There arc more aggres¬ 
sive methods of rigging also. Until 
these practices are stopped, tree and 
fair elections are impossible. 
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US Threats to India 


Nt‘u> strnin'< lint’c itciU'lopcd be¬ 
tween India and the USA hi'^idious 
pri’ssurrs are hein^ e\eteised from ncro'^'^ 
the sYrts, tlwii^li tlii'^ impresifion /.s bein}> 
denied hv both Wa'^hm^ton and New 
Delhi Jlie aiea'< covered include the 
nuclear held, the NPT and uImi mun¬ 
dane inattei'^ e^uch a.s the supply and 
punhase of foiHl^rains, notablif ivheat 
and me. rxtraneous failoiii have also 
played a part in the latest twist in rela¬ 
tions hetnveii the two countries. 

T he use of force by the United 
States against India, and also 
Pakistan (if need be) in certain cir¬ 
cumstances to prevent development 
ot weapons of mass destruction by 
these two countries is contemplated, 
according to a classified internal 
policy document. This report, ob¬ 
viously a top secret, has caused 
surprise to countless people in many 
countries, especially the Indian sub¬ 
continent. The document has been 
prepared by the Pentagon in ctHij^rera- 
tion with the National Security Coun¬ 
cil ot the USA and with the consent of 
President George Bush and his senior 
advisers. In particular, the work has 
been done under the direction of the 
Under-Secrctary for Defence Policy. 

In the context of the recent ges¬ 
tures made by the USA through its 
President and his spokesmen, people 
in this country would hardly believe 
that in the post Cold-War context a 
friendly country such as the USA 
would even think of attacking India. 
And yet, as a popular idiom would 
have it, there are no permanent 
friends in this world, only permanent 
interests. These interests often turn 
friends into enemies and enemies 
into friends. In some cases, the 
changes take time while in others 
the political weather changes in a 
matter of a few months or even 
weeks. 

The new policy document clubs 


India and Pakistan with Iran and 
North Korea as part of the USA's 
military targets at a future time. The 
US may be faced with tjie question of 
whether to take military steps to 
prevent the development or use ot 
weapons of mass destruction. It 
notes that the measures could in¬ 
clude pre-empting an impending 
attack with nuclear, chemical or 
biological weapons or punishing 
the attackers or threatening punish¬ 
ment ot aggressors through a 
variety of means, including attacks 
on the establishments that 
manufacture such weapons. The 
document takes note of the fact that 
the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) is due tor renewal in 
W95and says: "Should it tail, there 
could ensue a potentially destabilis¬ 
ing process that could produce un¬ 
specified critical challenges which 
the US and concerned partners 
must be prepared to meet. 

The USA's political and military 
missions in the post-Cold War world 
will be to ensure that no rival super 
power emerges in Western Europe, 
Asia or the former Soviet Union. 
Clearly, the US administration, as is 
quite appropriate, is anxious to 
safeguard the country's defence in¬ 
terests in the years to come. The 48- 
page document, according to US 
press reports, has been circulating at 
the highest levels of the Pentagon for 
the past many wevks. It is believed to 
be the basis on which the US is cur¬ 
rently demanding that India should 
attend a five-power conference to 
proclaim South Asia a nuclear peace 
zone to get U.S and Pakistan arms 
manufacturers off the hook on 
nuclear proliferation. At the same 
time, so runs the US defence officials' 
belief, India should not try to develop 
as a missile power. It is understood 
that part of the American mission 
will be convincing potential com¬ 


petitors that they need not aspire to a 
greater role to pursue a more aggres¬ 
sive posture to protect their 
legitimate interests. 

Defence Minjster, Mr Sharad 
Pawar, informed Parliament on 
March 9 this year that India's Foreign 
Secretary J.N. Dixit, who was then in 
Washington, had been asked to 
gather more information about the 
Pentagon's strategic Plan to initiate 
military action against India and 
some other countries to prevent the 
development or use of weapons of 
mass destruction. Mr Pawar also 
stated that the Government of India 
did not have any authentic infprma- 
tion about the Pentagon's strategic 
plans. He was trying to pacify the 
agitated opposition members who 
were apparently alarmed by the 
reports that the US might use force 
against India. The concemt'd M.P.s 
feared a threat to the country's 
sovereignty. Whether by coincidence 
or design, the US Deputy Secrctaiy ot 
State, Mr Lawrence Engleburger, 
tried to minimise the significance of 
the Pentagon report (threatening 
India with war under certain cir¬ 
cumstances and expressing the need 
for creating a balance of power in 
South Asia to checkmate India's 
"hegemonistic ambitions") by stating 
that it need not be taken note of as a 
serious matter. In fact, a spokesman 
said the State Department had no 
input in the document. India's 
Foreign Secretary Dixit was of the 
view that it was "perhaps an internal 
document". He felt that Indo-U.S. 
relations should be dealt with at a 
more substantial level. 

Doubts about the assertions 
made by the State Department 
spokesman were confirmed on 
March 12 when US President 
George Bush,^aid he was "broadly 
supportive" of the Pentagon docu¬ 
ment on the US intention to remain the 
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SPECIAL FEATURE^II 


world's st»lo Super Power. What is 
*' more. Pentagon officials disclosed 
that the draft was likely to be ap¬ 
proved by the Defence Seiretary, 
with only "minor changes", it was 
not clear whether the "minor chan¬ 
ges" would leave intact the portion of 
the statement where it env isagt^ US 
military power being used against 
India and Pakistan, it necessary, to 
prevent nuclear and missile proli¬ 
feration and regional conflicts. The 
document urges resumption ot 
military aid to Pakistan and describes 
India as hegemonic. 

But President Bush said he had 
not read the 4(vpage classified dixu- 
ment which has been extensively 
published 111 the USA's leading 
newspapers, 'The New York Times" 
and the "Washington Post". But he 
urged reporters at a news conference 
not to put too much emphasis on 
leaked reports, particularly the ones 
that he had not seen. Referring to his 
own security philosophy, however, 
he said he favoured the thrust ot the 
Pentagon document. According to 
him, the USA has a burden to bcMr. 
"We have worked effectively through 
multinational organisations." The 
clearest example ot that was what 
happened in the Clulf War, but "we 
are leaders and we must continue to 
lead, we must continue to stay 
engaged. So it is not a clear-cut choice 
of either or.." 

It is also important to note tliat 
India and the USA have decided to 
hold bilateral nuclear talks in a few 
weeks. This virtually stalls the earlier 
US insistence on holding the five- 
power nuclear conference (as earlier 
proposed by Pakistan Prime Minister 
and later, tor reasons of subtle 
diplomacy, ottered as the USA's own 
proposal). The future of the five- 
power talks, which cannot be held 
without India, will depend on how 
the bilateral Indo-American talks go. 
Mr Dixit's talks with US officials have 
established a link between Indian 
participation in any five-nation or 
larger conference and the 
bilateral discussions on what it is 
all about. 

Mr Dixit is stated to have as- 
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sorted that there is no questioning of 
our contention that there is a dif¬ 
ference between signing the Non¬ 
proliferation Treaty and commitment 
to non-proliferation. The fact is that 
during Mr Dixit's talks in 
Washington there was an advocacy 
by the Americans that India should 
sign the NIT, though "there is no 
pressure on that". However, the US 
is absolutely insistent on substantive 
parleys on non-proliferation 
bilaterally first and they are keen on 
a tive-power conference, Mr Dixit 
disclosed. 

On March 16 India categorically 
ruled out signing of the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and in ef¬ 
fect turned down the US proposal for 
a five-nation summit to discuss non¬ 
proliferation in South Asia. Making a 
statement in Parliament on that day, 
the Minister of State tor External Af¬ 
fairs explained that while India was 
prepared to talk to the USA on non¬ 
proliferation, given the ground 
realities, the proposed five-nation 
meeting would be "an exercise in 
acrimony". The Minister also af¬ 
firmed that the Pentagon statement 
did not reflect the official view. In 
fact, the view expressed in it had been 
described by a US official spokesman 
as "myopic and shallow". The docu¬ 
ment, which outlines the U.S. percep¬ 
tions and strategies in relation to the 
entire world, contains some para¬ 
graphs which actually favour a US- 
Pakistani military relationship to 
promote stable security conditions in 
South-West Asia and Central Asia. It 
also refers to India's "hegemonistic 
aspirations" in South Asia. 

The Indian Foreign Secretary had 
confirmed during his talks in 
Washington that there was no change 
in India's stand on the NPT. India 
will not sign the treaty which is 
"highly discriminatory", he said. The 
US has been urging India to take a 
course of action with regard to Spe¬ 
cial-301. The Government of India 
had affirmed that it would never 
compromise the country's national 
interests. Trade-related intellectual 
property rights are being discussed 
and negotiated in GATT under 


Uruguay Round. 

The foodgrains question: To 
curtail the quota for wheat export 
and improve the supply position and 
thus to contain prices in the country 
the Government of India decided in 
January this year to make arrange¬ 
ments for import of 10 lakh tonnes of 
wheat. The Government claimed to 
exercise abundant caution in ensur¬ 
ing adequate supply of foodgrains 
through the public distribution sys¬ 
tem and the open market. During the 
current year (1991-92) a total quantity 
of 6.72 lakh tonnes of wheat had been 
exported. 

Recently, Cuba had asked for 
wheat and rice; since the Union 
Government has limited stocks of 
wheat but had sufficient stocks of 
rice, it expressed its inability to supp¬ 
ly wheat but offered rice. The 
American Agriculture Secretary's 
remark that since India was not a 
traditional importer of US wheat, the 
US would not be able to supply this 
grain to this country. The US stand 
was reportedly supported by the plea 
that since India had struck a deal 
with Cuba for sale of rice, the US 
would not supply wheat to this 
country. Of course India is free to buy 
wheat from any country (the other 
potential sellers are E.E.C., Canada, 
Argentina and Mexico). 

The US Secretary for Agriculture 
made it clear that the US could not 
extend to India the subsidised price 
for the one million tonnes of wheat 
that country had asked tor. The US 
official made no reference to the 
proposed sale of Indian wheat to 
Cuba, but it is understood that objec¬ 
tion had been taken by some US 
quarters to the prerposed Indian 
supply of rice to Cuba, presumably 
on ideological grounds. India's Com¬ 
merce Minister, Mr Chidambaram, 
pointed out that the linking of 
projposed sale of Indian rice to Cuba 
with supply of US wheat to India at a 
subsidisixl price was unacceptable. It 
is believed that the US Agriculture 
Secretary's belligerence is 
motivated by domestic factors (this 
is an election year in the USA). 
India has r%htly refused to be in¬ 
fluenced by extraneous factors in 
this matter. 



Union Budget, 1992-93: A Landmark 
in the Fiscai History of india 


Introduction 

EVER in the history of Inde¬ 
pendent India has the Central 
government's budget triggered off a 
storm that rocked the Parliament and 
even jeopardised Mr P.V Narasimha 
Kao's eight month old government. 
All this preceded the presentation of 
the budget under discussion Is there 
something basically wrong with the 
formulations or content of the budget 
which justified this? The question 
calls for examination here. 

It may be stated without any fear 
of contradiction that no economic 
budget can have the distinction of 
universal acceptance or credibility 
The budget for W2-93 is no excep¬ 
tion. What bothers one most is that 
the onslaught mounted by the Op¬ 
position IS highly politically- 
motivated and has no economic 
rationale. 

The charge that the budget has 
been prepared at the dicktats of the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank amounts to arguing that 
a nation 860-million strong lacks 
brains to realize that the macro- 
economic adjustment policies em¬ 
bodied in this and the last year's 
budgets are the much-needc*d correc¬ 
tives for our dc'-railed economy. This 
sort of accusation is, without doubt, 
the outcome of either gross misgiv¬ 
ings or else there is unwillingnc’ss to 
understand the critical situation. 

The moot question is: What is 
this budget addressed to? What 
measures are proposed to be initiated 
to achieve the objectives of economic 
rejuvenation. 

Budget Objectives 

he 1992-93 budget carried for¬ 
ward the logic and philosophy of 
Dr Singh's maiden budget last year 
which aimed at converting India 
from a control-bound, inward-look¬ 
ing economy into a market-friendly. 


outward-looking one. It was a 
process of globalisation and re-struc¬ 
turing the economy. The budget 
delineates three-fold goals: (a) Short¬ 
term or immediate objectives which 
include fiscal discipline and con¬ 
solidation to contain inflation and 
reduce the balance of payments 
defiat; (b) Medium-term objective of 
high and sustainable growth and (t) 
long-term objective of promotion of 
labour-intensive pattern of produc¬ 
tion, increase in employment and 
reduction in income and wealth ine¬ 
qualities. 

Be it noted that there is no push¬ 
button system of achieving any of 
these goals and no single budget can 
reach them. All the same, the country 
must move with despatch in for¬ 
mulation and implementation of the 
policies, plans and programmes 
within the parameters of economic 
aTorms. 

Measures 

Inflation: India has lived with 
inflation since the outbreak of World 
War II in 19.39 The rich as well as the 

f loor have bevn victimised alike. The 
atter have, of course, been hurt the 
most. Despite the long stay with 
varying intensity, inflation is 
despised and the government has 
pursued anti-inflationary policies to 
curb its growth and impact on the 
vulnerable segment of the scxriety, in 
particular. 

When too much money chases 
too few goods inflation follows. If 
the prices continue spiralling up 
without abatement, to bring them 
under control poses a formidable 
problem. 

The criticism that the Union 
budget is inflationary is rejected 
outright by the FM, saying that it is 
dis-inflationary. What has been 
done or is proposed to be done to 
bring about de-acceleration in infla¬ 


tion? 

As suggested in the aforesaid 
definition of inflation the two¬ 
pronged strategy to control inflation 
should hinge on demand manage¬ 
ment and supply management. 
Under the first, the major measure 
taken is reduction in the fiscal defldt 
from 8.5 per cent of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) in 1990-91 to 6.4 per 
cent of GDP in 1991-92, to 5 per cent 
in 1992-9?^d further down to 4 per 
cent in the following year. 'The 

{ {ovemment has achieved successful- 
y the primary objective set for 1991- 
92 as promised to the IMF. This has 
been achieved by stepping up the 
total receipts and this trend is ex- 
pc'cted to continue in the future as 
well. On the expenditure side, the 
total expenditure shows a marcinal 
decline of Rs 320 crore in 1991-92, 
though the non-plan expenditure has 
increased and tne plan expenditure 
has decreased by Rs 373 crore and Rs 
693 crore, respectively. It is a remark¬ 
able achievement that all the three 
variants of deficits—fiscal deficit, 
budget deficit and revenue deficit- 
are lower in 1991-92 compared to the 
previous year. The fall in nscal deficit 
results in shrinkage in money supply. 
Important though for containing in¬ 
flation, it is not enough. Prof A.M. 
Khusro, eminent economist, holds 
the view opposite to Dr Singh's. Ac¬ 
cording to him (Dr Khusro) the 
economic reforms initiated by the 
Congress government have seMS of 
inflation. Tne liberalisation on the ex¬ 
ternal front and the rupee convert¬ 
ibility will increase the money supply 
or demand-pull impact will be 
greater; raw materials and com- 
^nents imported with foreign ex¬ 
change procured at the, 
market-determined rates, the hike in 
excise duties and the administered 
prices will result in cost-push infla¬ 
tion. Whether the pressures on prices 
so caused would jack up the prices is 
unpredictable. For, besides the fiscal 
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deficit declining, the government has 
many weapons in its armoury to 
counter inflation. In the su^ly 
management strategy, the l\ibiic Dis¬ 
tribution System (PDS) has the 
primacy. Intensive efforts are being 
made to provide edibles at affordable 
price at the Fair Price Shops. Recently, 
the government selected 1700 addi¬ 
tional bU)cks in the remote rural areas 
for inclusion in the PDS network. 
Successfully implemented, it will go 
a long way to provide relief U) the 
poor and the weaker section of 
society. 

It may be recallcHl that the FM has 
declared that the price decline will 
take 2-3 years to settle down to a 
reasonably low level. The most 
redeeming feature of the economic 
reforms announced during the last 
eight months or so is the inflows of 
foreign exchange. As of f'ebruary 22, 
1^2, the accumulation of Forex 
reserves has touched the Rs 11,424 
crore mark as against Rs 2600 crore in 
early 1991. That has enhanced the 
manoeuverability to combat infla¬ 
tion. In view of the changed .scenario 
on the external front, the government 
has relaxed the import compression 
measures; there is greater liberalisa¬ 
tion in the trade sector; the lending 
rate ot intemst is reduced by one per¬ 
centage ptiinl by the banks; and the 
Statutory Liquidity Ratio has been 
slashed down from 38.5 per cent to 30 
per cent effective 1992-93. These 
budgetary provisions will help arrest 
the uptrend in prices and also the 
stagflation in the industrial sector. 

Balance of payments: Next to 
inflation is the management ot BOP. 
The solution lies not in import com¬ 
pression, as advocated by some, but 
in a rapid expansion of exports. The 
shift in emphasis has been facilitated 
considerably by the substantial in¬ 
crease in Forex reserves. 

It needs to be pointed out that the 
policy change is not out of line with 
the ideal of self-reliance which in 
"t(xlay's world of integrated global 
markets cannot be achieved merely 
by reducing import dependence and 
insulati^ the economy from the 
world". Tnerefore, to develop a self- 
reliant Indian economy we need aim 
at building up the ability to meet all 
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our import requirements through ex¬ 
ports rather than through depend¬ 
ence on aid. This is the essence of the 
package of economic reform policies 
which is in.scribcxi into the budget. 

Rupee Convertibility: Among 
the export-oriented budget pro¬ 
posals, the most innovative one is the 
partial convertibility of rupee on cur¬ 
rent account. The new system called 
Liberalised Exchange Rate Manage¬ 
ment System (LERMS) marks the 
beginning of the end of the exchange 
control era. It is a revolutionary step 
towards globalisation of the Indian 
economy. 11 is designed to give a mas¬ 
sive boost to exports as wdl as remit¬ 
tances and attract reverse flow of 
capital that had flown out of the 
country. With the introduction of the 
partial rupee convertibility, the exim 
scrips are extinct. Partial convert¬ 
ibility will mean a partial devalua¬ 
tion which will have the impact of 
increasing the export/import prices 
in ruptH? terms. 


Gold import: To plug forex 
leakages into illegal channels for il¬ 
legal import of gold, the budget 
proposes to allow the Indian return¬ 
ing home (after a stay of six months) 
and the non-resident Indian import 
of five kilogram of gold per pas¬ 
senger. An import duty of Rs 450 per 
10 gramme payable in foreign ex¬ 
change would be leviable on such 
gold imports. This scheme would cut 
into the gold smuggling estimated at 
100-200 tonnes. 

Alongside this is the gold bond 
scheme. Under this gold bonds will 
be available with a maturity period of 
3-5 years and a !>mall interest to the 
bond holder. 

Foreign investment: In pur¬ 
suance of the liberalised industrial 
policy, the budget envisages en¬ 
couragement of the private invest¬ 
ment, including the , foreign 
investment, in production,' refining 
and marketing of oil and gas and in 
the infra-structure sector. The FM has 
dismissed summarily as "misplaced 
fears"the concern widely sharM that 
the foreign investment may well 

f irove to be a potential danger to the 
ndian industry and jeopardise our 
sovereignty. The government has al¬ 
ready deared foreign investment of 
Rs 10(K) crore and propos£^ worth Rs 
2000 crore will be cleared in March 


1992. 

The biggest gain, claimed by the 
government, from the economic 
reforms—macro-economic adjust¬ 
ment and stabilisation—and the posi¬ 
tive response of multilateral 
financing institutions such as the 
IMF, the World Bank and the Asian 
Development Bank is the restoration 
of India's credibility and estab¬ 
lishment of order out of economic 
chaos. As a result, India's high credit 
rating will be restored soon. 

Tax reforms: Simplification and 
rationalisation of the "fossilised" tax 
system are the high points of the tax 
proposals. For tax reforms, great 
reliance has been placed on the Chel- 
liah Taxation Enquiry Committee 
report. The philosophy underlying 
these reforms package is that higher 
tax yield results from moderately 
progressive tax system combined 
with strong enforcement to en¬ 
courage honest and voluntary tax 
compliance. 

The floor limit for the personal 
income tax has been raised from Rs 
22,000 to Rs 28,000 (which may be 
enhanced?); higher incomes will be 
subject to taxation under three slabs 
with a maximum of 40 per cent on 
incomes above Rs one lakh. A num¬ 
ber of tax exemptions has been 
withdrawn. The overall effect on the 
tax payer is higher tax burden. The 
low tax rates is thus an illusion. 

To enlarge the tax base, a 
presumptive tax system is propo^. 
Shopkeepers and other retail traders 
with a turnover of below Rs 5 lakh a 
year are to pay just Rs 1400as tax. The 
government has taken credit for Rs 
150 crore as the revenue on that ac¬ 
count. This ingenious method will 
bring into the tax net nearly one million 
potential tax payers who, in due 
course, will merge into the main stream 
of 7 million assessees, at present. 

Given the limit to growth condi¬ 
tion in direct taxes, the FM has im¬ 
posed additional excise duties (Rs 
2211 crore, net). 

Conclusion 

T he budget has the imprint of 
professionalism and pragmatism 
for which it Itas won greater acclaim 
and approval than any budget 
presoited since Independence. 
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India’s Stagnant Economy-^-Less 
Hope, More Despair 


fudged from any angle, that of 
prices, agriculture or industry, the past 
few months have been a period of despair 
and disappointment. The slate of crisis is 
apparently becoming perpetual. The 
most loorrying aspect of the current 
economic situation remains the infla¬ 
tion. The Government has admitted its 
failure to check the upumd spiral of 
prices. The poor suffer the most by the 
price rise. 

There has been stagnation in 
agriculture; the growth rate having been 
static or at best negligible. Instead of 
improvement in food proihiction, there 
has been a 1.5 per cent fall in food 
production during the past year, despite 
another good monsoon and satisfactory 
agricultural output. Tins is an alarming 
feature of the state of tlri economy. 

The financial year 1991-92 has 
protvd to be the wors t on record in Indian 
industry. For the first time since 1980- 
81, industrial production has declined. 
The reasons for the dismal state of affairs 
haix been the multiple shot ks of devalua¬ 
tion, import squeeze, spiralling cost of 
money, rising costs of imports and severe 
demand compression caused by inflation 
and a cutback in government expendi¬ 
ture. In fact the Economic Suniy for 
1991-92, which is an authentic source of 
information about the state of the 
nation's economy, paints a gloomy pic¬ 
ture of the industrial scenario. It is feared 
that the industrial sector might have to 
face recessionary pressures for some more 
time. Constraining factors like import 
compression, tight money policy, fiscal 
retrenchment and inflationary pressure 
are still in operation. By mid-March, 
1992 inflation had risen by 13 percent. 
The prices have been increasing, and with 
these the cost of living overall has been 
rising, causing much distress to the poor 
and the lower middle sections of society. 
How long will the common man be re¬ 
quired to tighten his belt and lead a life of 
distress and economic hardship? The 


total d^t burden has also mounted and 
the end of the process is not in sight. The 
number of unemployed and under¬ 
employed rose to 23 million at the begin¬ 
ning of the Eighth Plan. By 1997 the 
jobless will increase to about 58 million. 

/. Inflation 

R Manmohan Singh, like every 
Finance Minister before him, 
promised to check prices and curb 
the runaway inflation which has 
been eroding the people's incomes 
and causing misery all round. 

While presenting his maiden 
budget for 1991-92, he claimed that it 
was disinflationary. But prices con¬ 
tinued to rise despite his claims. 
Again, he was confident while com¬ 
mending the 1992-93 budget on 
February 29 this year that it would 
accelerate the pace of liberalisation 
and check inflationary trends in the 
Indian economy. The spiral in prices 
continues at over 12 per cent, much 
higher than the Finance Ministry's 
forecast of 9 per cent. Worse, the 
chances are that the prices will rise 
further. 

The Finance Minister has kept 
the word he had given to the World 
Bank to reduce the budgetary deficit. 
The budgetary deficit, which was 8.4 
per cent in 19W-91, has been brought 
down to 6.5 per cent in 1991-92 by 
enforcing financial discipline and 
cutting down wasteful expenditure. 
The budgetary deficit in the next year 
is likely to be Rs 5389 crore, which is 
close to the Government's target of 
bringing it down to 5 per cent of the 
GNP. 

Deficit budgets year after year 
are a cause of inflationary trends. In a 
note on inflation prepared by the 
Finance Ministry, concern was ex¬ 
pressed over the build-up of infla¬ 
tionary pressures. But confidence 
was expressed that the structural 


reforms in the areas of industry, 
trade, public sector and the financial 
system, coupled with strict monetary 
and fiscal discipline, could curb infla¬ 
tion through imparting dynamism to 
the growth process and increasing ef¬ 
ficiency as well as productivity. 

The annual rate of inflation was 
13,6 per cent early in December, 1991, 
compared to 10.6 per cent on the cor¬ 
responding date in 1990. Tlie current 
inflation rate is much more 
"moderate", compared to the 30 per 
cent per annum in 1974. 

What causes concern is that sub¬ 
stantial price rise has occurred 
despite the three bumper harvests in ' 
a row and the good pruspects for the 
fourth one. The price rise during the 
1991-92 year is due hi the hike in food 
prices (19.3 per cent), minerals (5.1 
per cent) and manufactured products 
(7.5 per cent). 

The inflationary build-up is ac¬ 
counted for by the ever-growing fis¬ 
cal deficits; supply-demand 
imbalances due to shortfalls in 
domestic output and import; wage 
spiral leading to cost-push and 
demand-pull inflation;and psychosis 
of inflation. The rise in the prcxnire- 
ment prices and the issue prices of 
foodgrains in the wake of cuts in fer¬ 
tiliser subsidy .set the trend in the 
open market prices. The persistent 
shortfalls (or stagnation?) in produc¬ 
tion of pulses led to price escalation. 
The shortage in domestic output and 
failure to import edible oils pushed 
up their prices. Fruit and vi^etable 
prices increased due to market flaws 
and higher transport and distribution 
costs following the oil price hike. The 
higher freight charges and increase in 
the issue prices of sugar and fer¬ 
tilisers were additional factors. 

The twin strategy adopted by the 
CJovemment to curb inflation com¬ 
prises squeeze on fiscal and current 
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account deficits and boost revenues 
The Centre recently stepped up the 
price ot some essential commodities 
such as wheat, rice, sugar and coal 
The issue prices ot wheal and rice at 
the Fair Price Shops (FI’Ss) have been 
raised to make up tor tliiee previous 
increases in the procurement prices 

II. Agriculture 

GRICULTURF lontinues to be a 
key tactor in Indian economy 
There is, however, no indication in 
the Union budget of any major effort 
to reclaim laige tracts ot waste land 
or to bring more land under cultiva¬ 
tion. I he overall budgetary alloca¬ 
tion for rural development has been 
reduced as compared to the alliKa- 
tion in the 1991-92 budget estimates. 
In the budgetary alltxations, the ptxir 
who constitute a vast human 
resource m India, havegot a raw deal, 
except for the foexj subsidy for the 
revamped public distribution 
scheme in 1,700 backward blocks. 

Official statistics show that there 
has been 1.5 per cent fall in food 
production this year. A slowdown 
has taken place in the agriculture sec¬ 
tor as a whole despite the Jise in the 
production of some cash crops. The 
seriousness of the situation is em¬ 
phasised by the fact that Indian 
agriculture continues to be substan¬ 
tially dependent on monsoon rams. 
Predictions based on studies ot the 
cyclical pattern of the moiisiKin sug¬ 
gest that the time has come for 
another round ol low raintall seasons 
and perhaps even drought. Govern¬ 
ment expenditure on construction 
and maintenance of irrigation 
projects has been considerably cur¬ 
tailed in the last one year. The 
Government's investment in agricul¬ 
ture and rural development has been 
eroded on account of faulty and way¬ 
ward fiscal policies. At the same time, 
the prices of agricultural inputs, fer¬ 
tilisers in particular, have sharply 
risen since the July, 1991, budget. 

Although Indian agriculture has 
grown in the last two decades, the 
rate of advance has only slightly out¬ 
paced the growth of population. 
Hence, it cannot by any means be 
concluded that India has achieved 
food security. Tlie hundreds of mil¬ 


lions of its poor and others, like 
women, who suffer from relatively 
small food entitlements are in any 
case deprived. The agricultural 
policies currently pursued are basi¬ 
cally wrong. If India is to escape the 
horrifying prospect of rejaeating the 
"ship-to-mouth" experience of the 
1960te and guard against the kind of 
food insecurity that characterises the 
erstwhile Soviet Union, for example, 
the Government must take immedi¬ 
ate steps to consolidate Indian 
agriculture, sustain its growth 
through fiscal and other measures 
and take active steps fully to exploit 
the agricultural potential in the east¬ 
ern region. This will require remov¬ 
ing institutional bottlenecks by 
implementing long-delayed land 
reforms and adequate investments in 
infrastructure. 

III. Worst Year for Industry 

1 IE financial year 1991-92 proved 
to be the worst year on record in 
over a decade for Indian industry. 
This IS admitted in the Union 
Government's official reports. Reel¬ 
ing under the multiple shocks of 
devaluation, import squeeze, spirall¬ 
ing cost of money, rising costs of im¬ 
ports and severe demand 
compression caused by inflation and 
a cutback in government expendi¬ 
ture, industrial production has 
declined, for the first time since 1980- 
81. 

The Economic Survey for 1991 -92 
paints a gloomy picture ot the in¬ 
dustrial scenario. The industrial sec¬ 
tor IS likely to face recessionary 
pressures for some more time to 
come There are several constraining 
factors like import compression, tight 
money policy, fiscal retrenchment 
and inflationary pressure. Some of 
them, particularly the strict monetary 
and fiscal discipline, which are basic 
elements of the macro-economic ad¬ 
justment programme initiated by the 
Government are still in operation. 

With the exception of just two 
groups and non-metallic mineral 
products, which together account for 
under 5 per cent of industrial produc¬ 
tion, all other groups have shown 
either decelerated growth or sharp 
negative trends. 


The electrical machinery seg¬ 
ment has been one of the worst hit 
with the growth rate dropping from 

22.4 per cent in 1990-91 to 18.1 per 
cent in the first eight months of 1991- 
92 for which data are available. 

Recession in the textile sector ap¬ 
pears to be nearing the end, though 
this may be a superficial view. The 
percentages have inmroved, but only 
in relative terms. From a negative 
growth of minus 32 per cent recorded 
in 1990-91, the growth rate in the cur¬ 
rent year is minus 2.9 per cent. 

The decline in industrial produc¬ 
tion becomes even more evident, if 
one takes the data for comparable 
periods, viz., April-November, 1990- 
91 and Apnl-November, 1991-92. The 
growth in food products production 
has dropped from 17.1 per cent in 
1990-91 to 1.5 per cent in 1991-92. 
Overall, the entire manufacturing 
sector's growth rate slumped from 

11.5 per cent to minus 2.3 per cent in 
this period, reflecting sharply in¬ 
creased sensitivity of the industrial 
sector to macro-economic changes. 

Production fall in some product 
areas has been severe. The entire 
man-made fibre segment—nylon, 
filament yam, polyester fibre, viscose 
yarn—has shown a decline of over 5 
per cent in production during April- 
November, 1991 as has the entire 
automobile sector with the exception 
of passenger cars. 

Inflation and tight money, added 
to the import Squeeze and higher cost 
of imports on account of devaluation 
and steep margin money require¬ 
ments imposed by RBI, have hit the 
consumer durables industry the 
hardest. From a growth rate of 10.9 
per cent in 1990-91 and 16.9 per cent 
during April-November, 1991-92, the 
growth rate plunged to minus 10.1 
per cent in the year 1991-92. 

IV. Excessive Expenditure 

UR is a government that has 
been spending too much and cer¬ 
tainly living beyond its means. Suc¬ 
cessive governments have been 
spending more money than they 
could aftoTd to, leading to a situation 
where they4iad to resort to increasing 
levels of deficit financing, or printing 
paper money. 
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The addition to the economy 
every year of large sums of paper 
money has been an important reason 
for rising prices. Apart from the 
hardship which rising prices caused, 
tliey also made imports cheaper and 
hence more attractive, and made ex¬ 
ports ui\attractive as well as difficult 
because Indian prices were higher. 
The result was a growing trade 
deficit, a serious depletion of India's 
foreign exchange reserves and a 
situation where the country would 
have had to stop importing vital com¬ 
modities like petroleum, edible oils, 
fertilisers and modem machinery. 

The only solution left was what 
the Government did last July— 
devaluation—reduce the value of the 
Indian rupee in relation to foreign 
currencies to make Indian-made 
goods cheaper in the world market 
and improve prospects for Indian ex¬ 
ports. 

The devaluation has also made 
imports expensive, and unattractive 


to that extent, in comparison with In¬ 
dian products. This means a boost for 
Indian industry and hence greater 
employment opportunities. Sc», while 
some hardship is involved in the 
short-term because imports have be¬ 
come costlier, that is a price which the 
public is having to pay for the wrong 
policies of the past. The prospects in 
the long term have improved. 

There is yet another way, besides 
taxation and deficit financing, in 
which the Government has been rais¬ 
ing money from the public. It simply 
increases the prices of the public sec¬ 
tor produce like coal, steel and 
electricity, when it finds that it cannot 
find other funds with which to sub¬ 
sidise the losses of the public sector. 

Administered Prices: Whatever 
the reasons (including political med¬ 
dling) for these losses, the public is 
forced to pay for the sins of the public 
sector through the escalation of the 
prices of a wide range of products 
and services which use coal. 


electricity and other products whose 
administered prices the Government 
raises. The public is also paying the 
price today of the Government's not 
raising some of these administered 
prices earlier, and allowing fhe 
profitability of these public services 
to suffer. Populist policies help 
politicians in tne short term but the 
common people have to pay the 
price, scxjner or later. 

V. States'Fisca/Crisis 

HE determination being shown 
by the Centre to curb its fiscal 
deficit and restore budgetary balance 
is not jvrcolating down to all State 
governments. With the revenue 
deficit of both the Centre and the 
State governments exceeding Rs 
20,000 crore, the goals of fiscal 
prudence cannot be achieved by the 
Central Government alone, even 
though it is the principal culprit. The > 
Ninth Finance Commission had 
asked the States to phase out their 
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revenue deficits by 1994-95. This was 
deemed neci-ssary as rising deficits 
had pushed the States' debt and in¬ 
terest payments to unsustainable 
levels. While the National Develop¬ 
ment Council meeting held in 
December reiterated this objective, 
very few States have taken the neces¬ 
sary follow-up action. Stale.s like 
Uttar I’radesh, Bihar and Kerala have 
made a beginning to set their fiscal 
house in order Bihar has dcnridcd to 
reduce a number of government 
posts and close down boards and cor¬ 
porations which have been incurring 
recurring losses. Kerala has alstJ an¬ 
nounced a move to cut non-develop 
ment expenditure by 10 per cent. The 
latest to join the list is Uttar Pradesh, 
which has ordereil a five per cent cut 
in non-technical government jobs. 
While it is premature to judge the 
impict of these decision.s, as the gap 
betwwn gcwls and performance has 
tended to be wide, the need for other 
States to act in this direction cannot 
be overstressed. 

However, the gravity of the 
States' fiscal crisis is such that much 
more than chopping a few jobs or 
telephone connections will be neces- 
s.iry. Apart from gross overstaffing, 
the rcxit of the States' fiscal malaise 
lies in their inability to earn even a 
low mtuni on their investments in 
power, transport and irngation, with 
iosst*s in these areas now adding up 
to a truly colossal burden. Despite 
repeated warnings by Finance Com¬ 
missions and States' own promises to 
take corrective action, little has been 
done. For instance, although the 
States agreed to raise the un- 
remunerative price of power charged 
to farmers some months back, they 
have not acted on their promise. 
States must malise that their budgets 
can no longer sustain political pric¬ 
ing. Unless they do so, fiscal gains in 
New Delhi may well be significantly 
reduced by profligacy in State capi¬ 
tals. 

Disparities distort Scene: 
Economic disparities continue to dis¬ 
tort the overall scene. It is not only 
Bihar that feels aggrieved about 
intcr-State disparity. m*st Bengal tor 
long, and Orissa under Mr Biju I’at- 
naik, have often' complained about 
discrimination against the eastern 


States. It has been acknowledged that 
one of the major factors nehind 
regionalism in the north-east has 
been a sense of having been dis¬ 
criminated against. 

VI. Massive Debt Burden 

EW problems are bigger than 
India's public debt (what the 
Government owes various people 
and institutions). This totals as much 
as Rs 317,000 crone and the interest on 
this debt is "killing" the Government. 
The biggest single chunk of the debt 
consists of Ks 78,000 crore worth of 
bonds, held alm(M,t entirely by banks. 

A management consultant has 
come up with an idea for wiping out 
the whole bond debt of Rs 78,000 
crore. With the large sum the Govern¬ 
ment has been creating public sector 
assess, notably shares of public sector 
companies. But the interest on the 
Government's borrowings far ex¬ 
ceeds the dividends it gets from 
public sector companies. One ob¬ 
vious way out is to sell some of its 
low yielding assets and use the 
proceeds to rt'tire its high interest 
debt. 

The dividend yield in today's 
market conditions is hardly 2 per 
cent, while the interest on govern¬ 
ment bonds averages almost 11 per 
cent. Public scxrtor shares appreciate 
in value while bonds do not, but the 
only way to capture the appreciahon 
is to sell some shares, thus encashing 
the capital gam. The question is: why 
not sell Rs 78,0(X) crore of public sec¬ 
tor shares in one go, and use it to 
wipe out the entire Government debt 
on account of bonds? 

Earlier, people doubted whether 
investors would really be interested 
in public shares, but today, in the un¬ 
official market, people are willing to 
pay up to Rs 1()0 for a ten-rupee share 
of SAIL and Rs 1,(XX) for a share trf 
Bharat Refineries. Another quoted 
public sector company in the same 
line of business. Cochin Refineries, 
has a market price of Rs 2,800 today. 

At this rate, the market value of 
the public sector could well be as 
large as India's GNP„ that is around 
Rs 550,000 crore. So the Government 
can certainly retire all its outstanding 
bonds by selling a fraction of public 


sector shares. 

But how will investors produce 
Rs 78,(XX) crore to buy such a huge 
share offering? Nobody has much 
liquid cash, and the cr^it squeeze 
means it is not possible or desirable to 
divert bank credit for this purpose. 
Besides, such huge sales will crowd 
out new public issues of shares 
needed for sustaining industrial 
growth. 

It would be wise to be cautious, 
and sell shares in a phased manner. 
Perhaps in the first phase no more 
than Rs 5(X)0 crore of shares should be 
offered. The response to this will give 
some idea of what modifications may 
be desirable. After that, additional 
shares can be sold depending on how 
quickly it seems the market can ab¬ 
sorb additional shares 

The Government has not 
stopped at increasing the tax burden 
on the economy, printing paper 
money and raising the administered 
prices of gocnis. It has also resorted to 
borrowing money. 

In 1980-81 the Government had 
outstanding debts of Rs .57,947 crore. 
As it borrowed more to pay for rising 
expenditure levels, its debts soared to 
an estimated Rs 2,97,413 crore by 
1991-92. In 1491-92 it has paid an es¬ 
timated Rs 2,740 crore as interest on 
its borrowings, compared with 2,604 
crore in 1980-81, or over 10 and-a-half 
times. The interest payments worked 
out to nearly a fifth of the 
Government's total expenditure in 
1991-92. 

VH. Public Sector-—White 
Elephant 

HE all-round stagnation of the 
economy was also reflected in the 
public sector. The overall net profit of 
public enterprises fell sharply by 
about 38 per cent from Rs 3,788.87 
crore in 1989-90 to Rs 2,367.74 crore in 
1990-91, showing a decrease of Rs 
1421.13 crore even as the Govern¬ 
ment took steps to bring about struc¬ 
tural changes in this vital sector. The 
1990-91 public enterprises survey at¬ 
tributed the fall to the low production 
to crude oil, rise in cost of wages and 
other inputs, the Gulf crisis and 
general poor economic situation 
during the<yi>ar. 
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The survey said the Govenunent 
had disinvest^ a part of the shar^ in 
30‘Selected Public Sector Undertak¬ 
ings (PSUs) in favour of public sector 
investment institutions and mutual 
funds. The number of enterprises 
signing memoranda of under¬ 
standing is expected to go up from 23 
in 1990-91 to 130 in 19%-93. 

The production and services 
enterprises together contributed to 
the total decrease of Rs 1421.13 crore 
in net profits. Petroleum, steel, coal 
and lignite, heavy engineering 
transportation and telecommunica¬ 
tion services were the major sectors 
contributing to the decreas^ profits. 
On the other hand power, industrial 
development, and technological con¬ 
sultancy services and trading and 
marketing showed substantial 
favourable variation compared to the 
previous year. 

A detailed analysis of the 
enterprise-wise profitability reveals 
that during 1990-91, 124 enterprises 
earned a net profit of Rs 5431.42 


crore, compared with the net profit of 
Rs 5750.47 crore earned by 131 
enterprises during the previous year, 
showing a decline of Rs 319 crore. 

The losses of loss-making 
enterprises have also increased. In 
1989-90,99 enterprises incurred a net 
loss of Rs 1%!.^ crore which went 
upto Rs 3063 68 crore incurred by 109 
enterprises during 1990-91. 

In absolute terms, the gross 
profits of public enterprises have 
shown an increase of Rs 737.76 
crore—6.94 per cent. 

In terms of overall net profit, the 
picture was rather worse. From a net 
profit of Rs 445 crore in 1981-82 the, 
PSUs had recorded an overall net 
profit of only Rs 2368 crore in 1990- 
91. About 15 enterprises, including 
the Steel Authority of India, the In¬ 
dian Oil Corporation and the Nation¬ 
al Thermal Power Corporation 
registered an improvement in 
profitability from Rs 1399.16 crore in 
1989-90 to Rs 2112.80 crore in 1990-91. 
But the top 10 loss- making 
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enterprises accounted for 56.43 per 
cent of the total loss of Rs 3063.68 
crore incurred by 109 enterprises 
from 1990-91. 

Vm. Mom IMF Loans 

T he Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 

Narasimha Rao stated cm March 
21 that the country would go for 
extended funding facilities for a fur¬ 
ther instalment of loan from the In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF). 
The.economic situation was better 
now, he said, and hoped the NRIs 
would not be so hesitant to invest. 
The country would have to tighten 
the belt and stop wasteful expendi¬ 
ture before tnerc was further 
liberalisation of the economy. Ef¬ 
forts would have to be made to sec 
that the priceline did not go out of 
hand. 

Foreign investment approvals 
have been on the increase following 
the announcement of the new in¬ 
dustrial policy in July, 1991. Foreign 
investment approved during the 
post-policy period (August 91- 
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February 92) are more than 13 times 
the investment approved in the cor¬ 
responding period in 1990-91—Rs 
1,141.84 crore against a meagre Rs 
84..‘57 crore. There are two signihcant 
a.spects of the foreign inwstineiit ..p- 
provals—one, the bulk of the iiutst- 
ment approved (80 per cent) were in 
high priority sectors and the auto¬ 
matic approval scheme introduced in 
the new policy was proving to be at¬ 
tractive. 

An Industry Ministry analysis 
shows that foreign investments ap¬ 
proved in calendar year 1991 are 
more than four times the investments 
approved in 1990—Rs 534.11 crore 
against Rs 128.32 crore. 

The total number of foreign col¬ 
laboration approvals accorded in the 
post-policy period arc 893 compared 
to 332 in the corresponding period in 
1990-91. The collaboration approvals 
involving foreign equity approved in 
the post-policy pericxi are 309 com¬ 
pared to 92. 

Under the automatic proce¬ 
dures for approvals of foreign in¬ 
vestment, the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has cleared investment of Rs 
345.74 core within a short period of 
five-and-a-half months from Sep- 
tembr 16,1991 to February 29,1992. 
This accounts for nearly one-third 
of the total foa'ign investment ap¬ 
proved. 

After the announcement of the 
new scheme for automatic permis¬ 
sion for technology transfer arrange¬ 
ment, RBI has given approval for 
nearly 300 proposals (including 60 
cases involving equity participation 
as well) up to February-end arrange¬ 
ment in respect of high priority in- 
dustrit's. 

The Foreign Investment Promo¬ 
tion Board (FIPB) which is entrusted 
with the task of taking up special 
foreign investment proposals for 
clearance, has so far cleared 10 
proposals involving an investment of 
more than Rs 500 crore. The Govern¬ 
ment has expressed the hope that the 
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flow of investment would further 
pick up in the months to come. More 
than 90 per cent of the investment 
proposals approved would actually 
materialise during 1992-93. 

IX. Economic Challenge 

leading economist and political 
leader, Mr C. Subramaniam, has 
made an in-depth study of the crisis 
that the nation is facing today. He has 
traced its roots and made meaningful 
suggestions. He holds that Dr Man- 
mohan Singh satisfies almost all 
qualifications he had suggested in his 
letter to the President for a Finance 
Minister. But the abilities of !> Man- 
mohan Singh notwithstanding, one 
cannot resist saying that he seems to 
bo a Minister m a hurry. He has failed 
to read the pulse of 45 crore Indians 
living below the poverty line. 

This hapless lot, mostly il¬ 
literate, is concerned not with Dr 
Manmohan Singh's Fund-Bank 
politics—privatisation, the import 
of the foreign technology, the in¬ 
vitation to multinationals and so 
forth—but with the rising cost of 
"tinl roti". Each of the professor's 
prescriptions, from the hike in the 
petrol and LPG prices to the in¬ 
crease in railway freight and fares, 
has hit the common man. 

■ Citing the appeal made by Sardar 
Patel to civil servants to make some 
sacrifice for the nation, Mr C. Sub¬ 
ramaniam now urges the country to 
bear with the awesome situation for 
three years. But can those living 
below the poverty line do it for this 
period? Those who live in luxury 
cannot fully realise the problems of 
the poor. 

Mr C. Subramaniam has wisely 
discussed various aspects affecting 
the economy. He suggests that a 
thorough research should be con¬ 
ducted on foreign technology in 
order to become self-suffldent. This 
is essential because usually foreign 
countries export technology which 
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has become redundant for them. No 
developed country will ever export 
its latest technology. 

Strengthening of the infrastruc¬ 
ture in the spheres of power, com¬ 
munications and transport is also 
essential to increase productivity. In 
this context, one aspect seems to have 
escaped the notice of the former 
Finance Minister—infrastructure of 
quality control. Some of our consign¬ 
ments have been rejected by certain 
countries. Within the country, people 
often have to buy .sub-standard 
goixls. The most important aspect af¬ 
fecting productivity is labour. The 
Government must abolish "labour 
lordism". It should establish trade 
boards in place of trade unions on 
which adequate representation 
should be given to workers. 

Liberalisation Paying off: The 
measures of liberalisation recently 
taken, including the gold import 
.scheme and the partial convertibility of 
the rupee—seem to be yielding 
dividends, as the Finance Ministry ex¬ 
pected. The pitx)f of this fact lies in the 
fact that the country's foreign exchange 
reserves have now risen to a record 
level of Rs 13,100 crom. Mortxjver, the 
strengthening of the balance of pay¬ 
ments position which started early in 
[anuary, 1992, has conhnued and has 
actually gained further strength be¬ 
cause of the liberalisation of the ex¬ 
change rate mechanism announced in 
this year's budget speech. 

It is also significant that for the 
first time during the year 1991-92 the 
country achieved a trade surplus 
early in the year 1992. The trade 
surplus was primarily due to import 
compression. The downward trend 
in imports witnessed during the year 
1991-92 continues, according to the 
reports received so far. According to 
experts, it would not be long before 
inflation, by making exports more ex¬ 
pensive, v^ould erode the gains 
which exporters were expecting from 
devaluation of the rupee. 
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AUGUMENTAnON 


Argumentative Questions on 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


GOVT LAWLESSNESS AND 
_ TERRORISM _ 

Q. "Govemment lawlessness is 
no answer to terrorism." Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against this view. 

Ans In tackling militants and ter¬ 
rorists, sometimes the police indulges in 
excesses. In the earnestness to achieve 
results, most policemen forget that 
everyone, xohatever his or her ideology 
and methods adopted to achieve the goal, 
has human rights lohich must not be dis¬ 
regarded by any Wing of the administra¬ 
tion. But overzealous policemen, in their 
endeavour to please the wielders ofpolili- 
cal power (the politicians), use the gun 
freely and also resort to physical torture 
of suspects whenever they get the oppor¬ 
tunity. The result is that some excesses 
are committed. Are these excesses justifi¬ 
able in the context of the reckless acts, 
including mass assassinations, of the ter¬ 
rorists? 

Arguments in Favour 

1. There is no excuse for acts of 
downright tenwism, but there is no 
defence for resort to excesses by the 
police in the process of tackling this 
menace. A militant, a terrorist or 
other lawbreaker is, after all, a 
human being. His basic rights should 
not be violated, unless he is declared 
a criminal. 

2. The policemen are guardians 
of the law; if they act in an unethical 
and illegal manner, they themselves 
become guilty of action which flout 
all rules of good conduct. People 
must not forget that the police have a 
crucial role to pby in the protection 
of human rights. 

3. Deaths of suspects and al¬ 
leged criminals during their periods 
of detention in police stations and 
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court-trials are reported now and 
then. These deaths, if due to natural 
causes, cannot be blamed on the 
police, but when, as has occasionally 
been reported from Kashmir Valley, 
the causes are police excesses, these 
bring discredit to the guardians of 
law. 

4. India has been accused of 
violating human rights through the 
police and other security forces. Am¬ 
nesty International and other human 
rights organisations have named 
India as one of the countries where 
human rights are being violated, 
notably by the police and other 
security personnel. 

5. The police are the coercive 
arm of the State and it is very unfor¬ 
tunate that its powers are at time ex¬ 
ercised arbitrarily, unjustly and in 
total disregard of the human rights of 
the victims. Bullet for Bullet must not 
form a part of State policy for fighting 
terrorism. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. While it may be true that the 
police sometimes resorts to objec¬ 
tionable methods in tackling crime 
and criminals, but the fact remains 
that in dealing with terrorists who 
murder people recklessly it cannot be 
expected to show mercy. If the police 
are gentle and soft while getting con¬ 
fessional statements and do not suc¬ 
ceed in tracing crime and getting the 
guilty persons punished, the Govern¬ 
ment, that is the executive, vrill blame 
it and describe the fewee as inefficient 
and ineffective. 

2. Many people would agree 
that when terrorists ^ow no mercy 
to iniKxrent people, how can they ex¬ 
pect the polire to treat d»eip fjairly and 
humanely? Murderers uf innocent 


men, women and children must be 
dealt with sternly and without mercy. 
In fact, terrorism cannot be tackled by 
adopting gentle methods. When an 
act of terrorism is established, no 
mercy should be shown to those who 
do havoc and seek to shake the very 
foundations of the State by creating 
conditions which make peaceful ad¬ 
ministration and enforcement of jus¬ 
tice impossible. 

3. Quite frequently, the real 
cause of excesses is the political pres¬ 
sure on the police to apprehend 
cretain people and adopt ruthless 
methods. It is the politicisation of the 
police force that is often to blame. The 
wielders of political power exploit 
the police to take revenge against 
some elements. Thus there is 
manipulation of the police power 
for ulterior ends. 

4. Generally, the police are over¬ 
worked; the strain on them is heavy. 
Cases are known of policemen who 
are required by the Govemment to 
work for 16 hours a day. Their terms 
of service are wholly unsatisfectory, 
and so also are their living conditions 
and emoluments. Very often the bat¬ 
tle is unequal; the terrorists possess 
sophisticated weapons while the 
police weapons are outdated. 

5. Those who examine the cases 
dispassionately, from the standpoint 
of maintaining law and order—a 
most important factor—will agree 
that third degree methods and harsh 
treatment of militants are fully jus¬ 
tified. 

6. The remedy for the flaw im¬ 
plied in the view is proper com- 
prehensive'compulsory course of 
education in human rights. Each 
policeman must be mad to realty 




that nobody is above the law and it is 
the duty of the police to be loyal to die 
Constitutions and the laws of the 
land. In dealing with attacks by tei^ 
rorists the piolice should observe cer¬ 
tain norms of conduct. The police 
should not make a mockery of the 
Rule of Law which forms the basis of 
the Constitution. 

7. As for killings of terrorists in 
"fake" encounters, how can the 
police be blamed when the fault lies 
in the judicial procedures which in¬ 
sist on the production of firm 
evidence by the prosecuting agen¬ 
cies. In manv cases, eye-witnesses are 
not available and the choice is be¬ 
tween eliminating a danger to society 
and strict observance of the law. 


NUCLEAR BOMB FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS? 


Q. "Nuclear weapons can also 
be utilised to ensure protection of 
human rights." In what context has 
this assertion been made? Give ar¬ 
guments For and Against it 

Ans. Nuclear bombs, along with 
the capability to delivef the weapon at the 
selected spot to maximise their destruc¬ 
tive power, are generally designed as 
deterrents or as means to ensure ^equate 
defence of a country's national boilers. 
But a new twtst to the issue was given by 
the Pakistan Defence Minister, Mr 
Chous Ali Shah in March this year ivhen 
he cited "increased human rights viola¬ 
tions" m Kashmir as a factor which made 
Pakistan go nuclear. According to an Is¬ 
lamabad English daily, “The Nexvs", the 
Pakistan Defence Minister does not sub¬ 
scribe to the frequently expressed view 
international donor agencies favouring 
defence cuts by developing countries fa- 
lowing the end of the CM War. The 
Pakistan Defence Ministry spokesmen 
assert that their country lias to be in a 
high state of defence preparedness in the 
light of xdhat they describe as "Indian 
expansionist designs". Actually, India 
has no such designs. 

Arguments in Favour of,ttie View 

1. The nuclear threat has been 
used by sevoal large countries pos¬ 
sessing the dreaded omnb to hcddout 
threats of strong action—countries 
whidi defy the nmms of internation¬ 
al conduct. The Nudear bomb is die 
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1 extreme "remedy" but it is bound to 
work. Extmne situations demand ex- 
I tieme remedies, that is, when notti- 
ing else bears fruit. It was the 
N-bomb that shortened World War n 
and saved further losses. 

2. Pakistani officials also claim 
that their country has ^uired the 
nuclear capability and technology for 
maintaining a "bdance of power" in 
the region. "But we will use it for 

G aceful purposes", he declared. A 
lance of power is vital for main¬ 
taining the status quo and for ade¬ 
quate protection of the basic r%hts of 
nations and of course of individuals 
constituting the society concerned. 

3. The Government of Pakistan 
has also claimed that increased vi<da- 
tion of human rights in "Occupied 
Kashmir" had forced Pakistan to go 
nuclear to safeguard its own security. 
He contended that India had ccsi- 
tinued with its nuclear pn^^amme 
since exploding a nuclear device at 
Pokharan in 1974. 

4. According to the Islamabad 
spokesmen, the US attitude of turn¬ 
ing "a deaf ear" to its plea had left 
Pakistan with no option except to go 
nuclear. If the U.S. becomes generous 
and extends full economic and 
military aid, Pakistan would not re¬ 
quire nuclear weapons to protect it¬ 
self and their people's rights; so runs 
Pakistan's claim. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. If we shed our prejudices, we 
shall reach the conclusion that 
human rights are de^royed and not 
protected by manufacturing a 
nuclear bomb. A nuclear bomb 
destroys everything around us, in¬ 
cluding human beings, and the assets 
we have built over me years and on 
which we rely so much with fiiU con¬ 
fidence. 

2. The very basis of Pakistan's 
arguments and assumptions is 
wrong. It is whdiy incorrect to con¬ 
tend that the vicdations of human 
rights in Kashmir have been increas¬ 
ing in recent mondis. On the contrary, 
India's effort aU alrnig has been to 
ensure that the peoples basic rights 
ate not violated by the security forces 
and the civil administration in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


3. If a nudear bomb is used bv 
Pakistan, it would destroy in a flaim 
all human beings, including the 
rulers and the ruM, in addition to dl 
forms of life within a wide range. The 
bomb makes no distinction between 
those who deprive others of thdr 
human rights (even if we assume, for 
the sake of argument, that human 
rights are indera being violated and 
that the violators are Pakistan's 
political rivals). 

4. Human rights are indeed 
being destroyed systematically in 
Kashmir Valley and the adjacent 
areas not by any institution of the 
Government of India but by the 
militants' organisations actively 
backed by the Islamabad authorities 
themselves and also those in power 
in what is called "Azad KastUAir". 
Even so, the Government (tf India las 
not thought even for a moment that a 
nuclear bomb attack should be nacte 
to save the people from being 
harassed and opprrased in the Valley. 

5. On March 20 this year, Mr P^V 
Narasimha Rao, the Iiidian Priim 
Minister, assured the country (and 
also the international community) 
that the Union Government was 
giving the topmost priority to the 
Kashmir qwstion and, in particular, 
the restoration of democratic process 
in the troubletorn State. The Centre 
inteids to hold dections in Kaduxiir 
as early as possible in order that die 
people may be able to elect, and 
maintain in office, a government of 
their choice. It is the on-going 
militancy that is posing a problem in 
the early restwation of aU politicat 
rights in the region. The prcKess ctf 
restoring basic human ri^ts in the 
occupied territories is being hindered 
by Pakistan itself by renciering sus¬ 
tained and extensive assistance to the 
terrorists who flout basic human 
rights. 


US SUPREMACY IN S.-E. ASIA 


Q. Step by step the US navy is 
establishing itself in the Indian j 
Oceans next door to India, and die 
pfopo^ joint naval exercises by 
the Indian and US navies will 
facilitate the process. Give aigv- 
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ments For and Ai^aimt this state¬ 
ment. 

Ans, All ii’uience points to the fni t 
that the US is turn’ well set to keep a 
wati h over the Indian Ocean region and 
will confinii its lole of hein^ the ivili) 
giant power. In the ne\t jeiv weeks it is 
proposed that the naval fanes of India 
and the USA will hold joint naval exer¬ 
cises. Foreign Secietan/ KN Dixit 
agreed to the plan dining Ins Maich 
visit to Washington /eats have been ex¬ 
pressed in ceitani quarters that siuh 
naval coordiiialion will, in due course, 
lead to strongei Indo-US nnlitari/ ties. 
Are such nnlitaii/ ties desirable in the 
context of India's assertions that the In¬ 
dian Oieaii iiiiist reinain free of interna¬ 
tional tensioii.s and it niiist also hi’ kept as 
a zone of pcaie’’ 

Arguments in Favour of the View 

1. The visits of US military, espe¬ 
cially naval commanders with their 
teams to New Delhi and the trips of 
senior Indian military officers to the 
US arc proof that the military officials 
of the two countries arc interacting 
with one another, obviously with the 
full approval of the Government of 
India. This process is gradually being 
speeded up 

2. There is already an army 
steering committee; in fact, there are 
two committees, one the naval steer¬ 
ing committee and the other the army 
steering committee formed as a result 
of the Kicklighten proposals. The 
steering committee had a meeting 
early this year and has been pursuing 
confidence building measures be¬ 
tween the two nations. 

3. By fully cooperating with the 
world's mightiest power in some 
military matters, India has virtually 
made nonsense of its policy of main¬ 
taining peace in the Indian Ocean 
and of seeking a zone of peace there. 
By holding joint naval exercises with the 
US, whatever the official explanatbns, 
India'would also render the doctrine.of 
non-aKgnment meaningless. 

4. India has failed to see through 
the US plan for supremacy in South 
and S.-E. Asia. The Government has 
also failed to realise that the US has 
drawn up a subtle scheme of new 


strategic perceptions. There is the US 
Central Command (CENTCOM) and 
the Pacific Command, a part of 
whose "jurisdiction" is the India's 
adjacent area. As part of its changed 
perceptions, the US has established 
its tactical advance headquarters at 
Bahrain. Most of its heavy military 
equipment has been placed in Saudi 
Arabia. A massive military complex 
has been established near Riyadh at a 
cost of 13 billion dollars. This com¬ 
plex IS intended to provide military 
control and intelligence gathering 
facilities for the Central Command. 
The US views itself as the strongest 
maritime world power with no rival 
after the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. It is dangenius in the modern 
world to leave a vacuum in the inter¬ 
national arena. The Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), which 
was in a way the successor of the 
U.SS.R., has not been able to estab¬ 
lish itself as a strong military bloc 
because of internal dissensions and 
rivalries. Therefore, the US had to 
replace its lost military bases and it is 
only natural that it should spread its 
wings and its political and militaiy 
influence. 


2. It must be noted that the US 
influence has lately been decreasing 
in the region because of the new ' 
sense of independence among certain 
States. Its permanent facilities in the 
Philippines are to be wound up in 
two years. 

3. The US can help to play a 
stabilising role in a confusing situa¬ 
tion. We must not forget that the 
ASEAN countries, which include In¬ 
donesia, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Philippines and Brunei, 
have considerable rivalries. By 
gradually reasserting its influence 
the US is playing a useful role. Peace 
in the Eastern region is in the US and 
world interest. 

4. India does not stand to lose 
anything by jointly holding naval ex¬ 
ercises with the US in the Indian 
Ocean. In fact, our country's navy 
will gain through the professipnal ex¬ 
pertise and experience of the U.S. 
military units in sea warfare. 

5. There is also the China factor. 
Steadily, China has been establishing 
itself as a naval power in the eastern 
region without holding out any 
threats or declaring its hegemonic in¬ 
terests. It already supplies arma¬ 
ments to 14 countries of the region. 
True, the US also gains in influence 
and experience but that does not spell 
danger to our area. 
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ECONOMIC SCENE 


Convertibility of Rupee 

Q. What exactly is partial con- 
vertibility of rupee and how is it 
going to benefit the economy? 

Ans. The convertibility of rupee 
or, as it is termed, the Liberalised Ex¬ 
change Rate Management System 
(LERMS) is but an extension of the 
exim scrip initiated in July 1991 in the 
wake of trade liberalisation. The exim 
scrips stood abolished from the date 
the convertibility of the rupee came 
into force. 

Objectives: The basic objective 
of the I.ERMS is to achieve the 
demand-supply equilibrium of exter¬ 
nal transactions through the market 
mechanism rather than through the 
RBI. 

With the liberalioation of trade 
and industry, the convertibility of the 
rupee was inevitable. In fact, it is a 
logical corollary of the abolition of 
the old regime of controls, regula¬ 
tions and licences. Under the old sys¬ 
tem, the balance between the exports 
and the iiyrports was established by 
resort to their regulation by the 
government or the RBI. The result 
was persistent disequilibrium or ad¬ 
verse balance of payments for years. 
The economic reforms recently intro¬ 
duced have sought to revolutionise 
the scenario, distance the role of the 
State and bring to the fore the opera¬ 
tion of the market forces—demand, 
supply and unfettered competition in 
the world market. 

The purpose of the LERMS is to 
give a massive boost to exports in 
order to correct the chronic negative 
balance of payments; to increase the 
inflow of remittances from the In¬ 
dians working abroad; and to reverse 
the flow of capital that, had left the 
country many years ago. 

MechaniwL* Under the LERMS, 
dual exchange rate policy has been 
adopted. Alongside the oftidal ex¬ 
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change rate determined by the RBI, 
there would be the market-deter¬ 
mined exchange rate which, actually, 
is NOT decid^ by the open market 
but by the Foreign Exchange Dealers' 
Association of India (FEDAl) m con¬ 
sultation with a group of banks on 
each working day. 

The official exchange rate will 
apply to only 40 per cent of the 
receipts under the current transac¬ 
tions and the free market rate to the 
balance of 60 per cent. All the receipts 
will be surrendered to the authorised 
dealers. The RBI may buy the foreign 
exchange at the official rate from the 
foreign exchange dealers or a bank. 
Out of the 60 per cent 15 per cent may 
be kept in the foreign currency ac¬ 
count of the recipient of remittances 
or export earnings while the rest 45 
per cent must be sold at a market- 
determined rate to an authorised 
dealer. 

The foreign exchange obtained 
by the RBl at the official rate will be 
meant exclusively for meeting the re¬ 
quirements of the government and 
the essential commodity imports. 
The RBI will sell forex to authorised 
dealers at the official rate, if need 
arises. 

Partial convertibility of the rupee 
is only a first step to tackle the 
problems besetting the external front. 
The FM has set March 1993 as the 
deadline for full convertibility for the 
current account transactions and 
another year or March 1994 for trans¬ 
actions on capital account. He has 
given partial respectability to rupee 
and is anxious to promote it further to 
full respectability. 

Impact: Partial convertibility of 
the rupee is, in a way, devaluation of 
the Indian currency eouivalent to the 
difference between tne market ex¬ 
change rate and the official exchange 
rate. The official exchange rate of a 
UST dollar is Rs 25.88 as against the 




free market exchange rateof Rs 29-30, 
that is at a premium of 15 per cent. In 
other words, the dollar value of a 
rupee in the free market is below the 
official rate by a margin of 15 per 
cent. This implies that imports from , 
the hard currency areas would be 
costlier though for the exports earn¬ 
ings of between 45 and 60 per cent the 
realisation in rupee terms would be 
15 percent higher. 

Under the LERMS, the entitle¬ 
ment of exporters doubles to 60 per 
cent compared to 30 per cent in the 
case ot exim scripts. The enhanced ^ 
receipts earn a profit. 

Costlier import inputs would 
raise the cost of the product and push 
up the prices, particularly where the 
product is import intensive. 

The LERMS has given a knock to 
the hawala market as the difference 
between the rupee value of the offi¬ 
cially remitted dollar and the one ' 
channelled through the hawala trade ' 
has narrowed down considerably 
and the pre-budget profit incentive 
for illegal remittances has disap¬ 
peared. Not only this. The smuggling 
of gold through the hawala market 
has also suffered a setback because 
the illegal transactions made earlier 
have bwn diverted to legal import of 
gold. 

In short, the partial convertibility 
of the rupee is a step towards 
globalisation which is the central ob¬ 
jective of the macro-economic 
reforms. 

Tax Reforms 

Q. Write a short note on the 
reforms in the Indian tax system 
recommended recently. 

Ans. The tax system in India has ‘ 
gathered enough flab over the years. > 
The committees and commissions 
constituted to make it an effective in¬ 
strument to "pluck the goose with the 
least squealing" and, at the same 
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time, raise a bumper crop of revenue 
to fill the government kitty have, not 
unoften, ended in a fiasco. Ceaseless 
efforts are, however, always, on to 
perfect the tax system and conform it 
with the basic canons of taxation* 
equity, convenience, certainty, 

> economy. 

The present Congress govern¬ 
ment 9 t the Centre conshtuted a high- 
powered five-member Taxation 
Reforms Committee under the chair¬ 
manship of Or Raja J. Chelliah. Its 
report was tabled in the current 
budget session of the Parliament. 

According to the summary of the 
report available, the guiding prin¬ 
ciples of the tax reforms are tnat the 
"tax system and its burden must be 
acceptable to the potential tax 
payers". Though primarily it is a 
psychological principle, it has a great 
economic significance. Acceptance of 
the tax reforms and the tax burden 
involved lends guarantee to their ef¬ 
fective enforcement and better tax 
compliance. Both are essential to reap 
a rich harvest of revenue. 

Accordingly, the Chelliah com¬ 
mittee has recommended a 
moderately progressivdy tax system. 
It subsen^ to the view that the 
lower tax ilates are more productive 
in terms of the tax yield than the 
higher tax rates are. It has, therefore, 
suggested enhancement of exemjp- 
tiorv of personal income tax from Rs 
22,000 to Rs 28,000; only three slabs 
for higher income brackets: 20 per 
cent tax on incomes between Rs 
28/XX) and Rs 50,000; 27.5 per cent on 
incomes ranging between Rs 50,000 
and Rs 200,000; and 40 per cent on 
iiKome exceeding Rs 200,000. The 
recommendations have been ac¬ 
cepted by the Union government 
%vith minor alterations. 

Simultaneously, the committee 
has suggested withdrawal of several 
concessions avaibble under the in¬ 
come tax Act. This too has been ac¬ 
cepted by the Rnance Minister. The 
economic logic of the committee's 
recommendations is clear and con¬ 
vincing, too. Savings should be for 
investment and capital formation 
and not for tax breaks. They also 
reduce the tax revenue which the 
government badly needs at the mo- 
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Economic rationality, simplicity; 
stability and elasticity of the tax sys¬ 
tem are the other recommendations. 
Indexation of the cost/value of as¬ 
sets, scheme of presumptive taxation 
applicable to traders/manufacturers 
with a turnover of Rs 5-5 lakh and 
switch-over to ad valorem excise duty 
to r^lace the existing specific du^ 
system (barring some items) are il¬ 
lustrative of these principles. The 
report disapproves ad hoc cnanges in 
the taxes as they tend to undermine 
rationality andf re-introduce com¬ 
plications. 

'Efficient administration of the 
tax system is emphasised by the com¬ 
mittee. The power of granting ex¬ 
emption from the excise duties are 
recommended to be withdrawn. The 
tax reforms should be fully or nearly 
revenue neutral in their totality 

Exit Policy a ‘Must’ 

Q. "An exit policy is an integral 
part of a wider initiative aimed at 
achieving a more efficient deploy¬ 
ment of labour." How would you 
like to tackle ttie labour problem in 
post-economic reforms scenario? 

Ans. The re-structuring of the 
economy India has embarkra upon 
during the last eight to nme months 
has given rise to the critical problem 
of labour affected by it. As it is, the re¬ 
structuring i^iase is expected to last 
for two to four years. During this 
period, the employment market may 
be disrupted and depressed. There¬ 
after employment c^portunities 
would expand rapidly. The transition 
from the crisis to a state of high 
growth path would not be without a 
price; unemployment. The increase 
in unemployment worsens the al¬ 
ready grave situation in respect of the 
army of unemployed population in 
India. The govenunent announced in 
the last year's budget the estab¬ 
lishment of a National Renewal 
Fund. By now, a massive sum of Rs 
2200 has been raised for this Fund. 
Out of this Rs 500 aore would be 
spent on weaker sections to provide a 
security net. It is purported to pro¬ 
vide for training and re-deployinent 
of labour affected by the eomomic 
reforms. 

It bears re-iteration that there 


should be no procrastination about 
the formulation and implementati(Hi 
of the exit policy, whatever the odds, 
if we have to stay the course of 
economic reforms chartered by the 
government. 

Failure to resolve the problem of 
surplus labour in the oiganised or the 
unorganised sector, wifi "saddle the 
Indian manufacturers with a crip¬ 
pling disadvantage and ensure de¬ 
industrialisation." The exit policy 
conhonts the organised labour and it 
is inconceivable thSt any consensus 
will be reached between the govern¬ 
ment and the labour force. The Prime 
Minister will have to grasp this nettle 
firmly, otherwise his entire reform 
package will be jeopardised. It is no 
use shying away mm it day after 
day. 

The rationale for the new 
economic policy is that all resources 
including labour must be utilized ef¬ 
ficiently and to the optimum. The 
resources employed in units of the 
lowest productivity and least com¬ 
petitiveness must be shifted to units 
of high productivity and competitive 
capability. The financial resources 
which are scarcer cannot be dumped 
into sick public sector units. To keep 
Ircsh money pumping into them for 
their revival is to bypass the lessons 
of our past experiences. We cannot 
spend our way to prosperity. The sick 
units should be identifieci and tar¬ 
geted for sale. The workforce laid off 
may be trained and re-deployed. If 
this approach is unacceptable to a 
wcMker, he may be given axnpensation. 

Prima facie it all sounds reason¬ 
able. But will the labour accept it 
lying? WUl it not brew up agitation 
for which they can Bnd enough fuel 
at the moment? 

For the workers in the public sec¬ 
tor units dosed down golden hand¬ 
shake approach is sug^ted. They 
may be provided a monthly income 
to meet the basic sustenance or given 
a lumpsum conq>ensati(Hi. 

It needs no laboured argun^t 
that shedding of excess labour would 
help the pu^ sector enterprises to 
increase economic surpluses and 
thereby aug^i^t the revenues whidi 
would help support poverty-altevia- 
ti(m programmes and empiojnnent in 
rural areas. 
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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 


The following are answers to the 
questions put in tlw B.S.R.B. (Bangalore)- 
Agricultural Extension Officers ex¬ 
amination held on November 3, 1991. 

We thank Mr Artabandhu Behera of 
Vani Vilmr, Mr Binod Kumar Dalee ^ 
Bhubaneswar and Mr Rajkamal Jeph cf 
New Delhi for sending a copy of the ques¬ 
tion paper to us. 

Downy Deaths 

Q.l. Inspiteof Ihelegislations^ 
dowiy deaths seem to be happening 
in India often. 

Give various possible reasons, 
at least three, for this situation. 

Ans. It is quite true that even 
though several laws have been 
passed by Parliament in order to 
check dowry deaths, the evil con¬ 
tinues. Young brides are still being 
burnt alive or they are virtually com¬ 
pelled to commit suicide because of 
their inability to meet the endless 
demands of their in-laws, especially 
the modier-in-law and the husband. 
Several factors account for this tragic 
phenomenon. 

Rrst, there is the apparently insa¬ 
tiable greed of the in-laws for cash 
and various types of articles which, 
they think, it is their right to obtain 
from the bri4e's paroits. When the 
demands are conveyed by the bride 
to her parents, the latter (unless they 
belong to very rich families), find 
themselves helpless. Unable to bear 
the situation arising from these 
demands and greatly upset over the 
sorry plight of ner parents, the bride ' 
kills herself. Thus hundreds of 
women fall victims to the circumstan¬ 
ces. They are unable to stand the 
taunts and the derisive remarks 
nuide by thdr in-laws. 

Second, when the bride eimres- 
ses her inability (because or her 
parents' poor financial position) to 
bring the cash or goods demanded, 
the mother-in-law, with the con¬ 
nivance of some other members of 
the family, decides to bum the young I 


woman alive, generally by pouring 
kerosene over her and applying a 
match-stick to her crumpled and tied 
body. The victim's cries for pity and 
mercy fall on deaf ears. 

lluid, a good part of the blame 
lies on the mmem consumer culture 
which prompts mothers-in-law, in¬ 
cluding the educated ones, to 
demand more and more consumer 
goods—modem conveniences sudi 
as motor-cars, scooters, fridges, TV 
sets and V.C.R.S. 

Fourth, the enforcement of anti-, 
dowry laws and directives is very 
pocH*, with the result that there are 
very few cases of conviction by the 
courts. Clever lawyers manage to 
find some loopholes in the evidence 
in bride-burning; in fact, in the ab¬ 
sence of eye-witnesses of the crime 
the courts do not convict and sen¬ 
tence the culprits to a term of im- 

E risonment. A series of appeals in the 
igher courts often lead to acquittal. 
Of course the dead victims of dowry 
death cases cannot speak. Those 
members of the greedy in-laws' fami¬ 
ly who are parties to the burning 
process, keep their mouths closed; 
after all no one wants a jail term. 
Measures need to be taken to 
eliminate the loopholes in the laws so 
as to make them really effective. The 
tragedy of the situation is heightened 
by the fact that bride burning prevails 
even in educated middle classes and 
urban centres, especially in U.P. and 
Delhi. 

Vocational Education 

Q. 2. Some people feel that 
vocational education is the only 
answer to the question of un¬ 
employment. 

Explain your position in regard 
to the above statement by giving ex¬ 
ample from your own experiences, 
reading or knowledge. 

Ans. Millions Of people in this 
country are unemployed because 
they are untrained and have not 
received adequate training in any 


vocation or professional. Many jobs 
can be haa but unless the un¬ 
employed people are given vocation¬ 
al education they are not fit to be 
employed. There is mass iDiteracy; 
whatever education has been im¬ 
parted to youth is in countless cases 
totally inadequate and is merely 
bookish and theoretical. What is 
needed—and uirontly^w vocatitm- 
al education and technical traiiun^ 
so as to equip jobless peo^e with the 
requisite technical qualmcations so 
that they are fit for employment in 
various professions. The irony of foe 
situation is that we ha ve men wifoout 
jobs and jobs wifoout men. A very 
laige pn^rtion of foe annual output 
of our coUeges and universities is not 
only unemployed but unemployal^. 
In recent years, several in^tutkms, 
including polytechnics, have been 
started by foe ^venunent and these 
impart vocational and professional 
education which enables foe recprisi- 
te training fw getting jobs. Vocatirmal 
education—training in different 
types of professions—makes foe 
young men and women fit for 
various types erf jobs. Actually, there 
is no dearth of opportunities for 
employment; the snag is that only a 
small percentage of youth have foe 
necessary and appropriate profes¬ 
sional and vocational educatiem. The 
unemployed people can be made fit 
for employment by giving them 
vocatiotral training. If they acquire 
skills in one type of work or another, 
they would be aUe to get absorbed in 
the professions or vocations. Our 
present system of foeoreticai educa¬ 
tion does not train pec^le to work 
with their hands. The gospd of "dirty 
hands", manual activity instead of 
theoretical knowledge has much 
relevance. The young men in need of 
employment should leam how to use 
various types of tools and mechanical 
equipment with their hands and feet. 

I happen to know several young 
men who are jobless and who are vir- 
tually starving because they have not 
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received any vocational training. Ordi- 
naay courses in the middle classes or 
for matriculation in school do not make 

g ersons fit for earning their l)\elihu)d 
ut when they get some vtxational or 
professional education they went' ibk' 
to get some job and weie al>le to k v d 
themselves and their families. 

Some of my friends have also 
described the .sorry plight of young 
men who have not received any tech¬ 
nical institution and were, for that 
reason, unable to get a job. All such 
untrained people merely swell the 
ranks of the unemployed. The 
Central and State governments have 
established technical institutions, 
polytechnics, etc. More such institu¬ 
tions should be opened and more in¬ 
dustries started to create avenues of 
employment. 

Leave Travel Cortcession 

Q. 3. "Leave travel concession 
given to employees for holiday 
travel is a waste of money to the 
organisation." ^ 

Give three arguments in favour 
and three arguments against the 
viewpoint expressed in the state¬ 
ment. 

Ans. Leave travel concession, 
popularly known as LTC, was desi¬ 
gned to enable employees to travel 
outside their places of work and resi¬ 
dence in order to see the world 
around them and not remain confi¬ 
ned to their towns and cities. But the 
LTC is a typical example of a plan 
going awry and proving virtually 
fruitless. 

Arguments in Favour of the View 

1. The LTC is generally misused 
by the employees. They wangle the 
amount due to them under the rules 
for travel but they seldom put it to 
proper use; instead, they misap 
propriate the money, spend it on . 
various things, including consumer 
goods, fancy clothes, or to pay up the ! 
dues to shopkeepers and others. | 

2. The leave travel concession i 
has turned several honest employees 1 
into dishonest ones who make false 
statements of the expenditure actual¬ 
ly incurred. The accounts clerks who 
give the amounts to the employees 
for travel during the holidays also 
learn to adopt dishonest practices. In 
connivance with the intended 1 


beneficiaries they obtain a part of the 
total amount involved. They also ac¬ 
cept false receipts and become active 
participants in frauds. 

I 3. In consequence, the Lie helps 
to spread corruption, falsi>hot)d, tno 
habit ol telling lies, cheating and 
deception. The children of such 
employees also learn that their 
parents arc indulging in falsehoixi 
and deception. They too learn such 
bad habits; instead of becoming 
honest they become liars and 
deceivers. If their elders adopt certain 
tactics to dei'eive their office people, 
the children can, and do, deceive 
their parents, tell lies and steal 
money. Thus bad habits are being 
spread; one deplorable example 
leads to others. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. The contention that the 
employees deceive the organisation 
in which they work, by receiving 
some money ostensibly for travel, is 
not wholly correct. Many of them do 
travel, and are thus able to broaden 
their vision and benefit in many ways 
through trips to historical places, 
centres of learning, etc. 

2. If the organisation concerned 
exercises greater supervision and en¬ 
sures proper check, it can save itself 
the losses it would otherwise suffer. 
Experience has shown that the per¬ 
centage of people who are honest and 
refund the amount taken tor travel is 
far greater than that of persons who 
misuse the money. The organisation 
would be able to spot the deceivers 
and get rid of them. 

3. The money utilised by mem¬ 
bers of the staff for travel is certainly 
not a waste. In fact, the staff members 
who thus get the facility for travel 
acquire experience and knowledge of 
the other parts of the country. They 
return with a fresh, broadened mind 
and this prevents stagnation and 
staleness. The quality of their work 
improves and the organisation as 
well the rest of the staff benefit. The 
L.T.C. helps to promote national 
unity and integration. 

Words and Books 

Q.4. Suppose all printed words 
disappear from all the books in the 
world overnight 

Give various consequences, but 


in any case not fewer than fou^ if 
such a situation should arise in the 
world. 

Ans. The situation envisaged in 
the statement is very unlikely to 
arise. Any volume or book from 
which all words just disappear 
would cease to be a book; it would be 
reduced to an empty cover or folder 
With a thick paper or card board 
binding on top and at the back with 
nothing inside. It would be a useless 
thing with only blank papers inside. 

• 

Consequences 

1. The entire process of educa¬ 
tion would come to a stop because no 
printed books will be available. 
Books written in hand arc rare. No 
teacher can teach all the subjects from 
memory. When there are no books, 
there would be merely oral work the 
utility of which is very limited. 
Books, after all, contain printed 
words; if these disappear, the bixiks 
would be rendered useless. 

2. All our libraries would be¬ 
come futile because the hundreds 
and thousands of books preserved 
there would be reduced to empty 
covers without contents. The large 
sums of money spent on these 
libraries would be wasted. This 
would be an incalculable loss to the 
academic world in general and the 
student world in partiailar. 

3 At present all the writings of 
authors get printed and arc thus 
preserved for present and future 
generations, Wnen printing is not 
possible because all the printed words 
get erased, no human knowledge can 
be preserved. The loss to the world 
would be incalculable. 

4. If, through such a tragedy, the 
books of poetry and masterly works 
of fiction and drama are lost to the 
world, there would be no replace¬ 
ments. Once the printed words in the 
books, written oy famous authors, 
poets and dramatists, disappear, the 
world would be deprived of all the 
precious, invaluable heritage. 

5. If our numerous books are 
shorn of their contents (the handwrit¬ 
ten manuscripts are only a few in 
number), what would humanity do 
with the innumerable blank books— 
throw theiij. away as waste paper or 
bum them or tear off the pages? Dis¬ 
posal of the blank books would itself 
pose a major problem. 
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Exit Madhavsinh Soianki 

HE Bofors gun deal scandal has 
claimed another victim. On 
March the Minister for External 
Aflairs, Mr Madhavsinh Solanki, 
resigned ftillowmg charges that he 
had tned to influence the Bofors scan¬ 
dal probe by handing over a note to 
the Swiss Foreign Minister, Mr Rene 
Eelber, during a recent visit to Swit¬ 
zerland The 1 lome Minister, Mr S.B. 
Chavan, told the Rajva Sabha on 
March 31 that Mr'Solanki had 
resigned. A similar announcement 
was made in the Lok Sabha by the 
Minister tor Parliamentary Affairs. 

The Opposition literally forced 
the Government to announce Mr 
Solanki's resignation by threatening 
to move a censure motion against the 
External Affairs Minister. Following 
Mr Solanki's candid confession in 
both Houses a day earlier that a 
memorandum given to him by an 
unidentified lawyer 45 minutes 
before his meeting with the Swiss 
Foreign Minister on February 1 in 
Davos (Switzerland) had been 
passed on to the Swiss Governmeirt. 

His resignation was the logical 
step after the admission that he acted 
as a carrier of a "note" from an Indian 
lawyer, whose name he could not 
remember, to his Swiss counterpart. 
It was not clear whether he merely 
acted as a messenger boy or he car¬ 
ried an important nve-page "memo" 
from himself to the Swiss Foreign 
Minister, requesting the Swiss 
Government to "go slow" on the 
Bofors investigation. There is general 


agreement that if Mr Solanki acted 
just as a courier to a private lawyer, 
his conduct was unbecoming of a 
senior minister of the Cabinet. 

A report in a leading English 
daily alleged that Mr Solanki had 
acted on a lip from an Indian busi¬ 
ness hou.se whose name had often 
been mentioned in connection with 
the gun deal commi.ssion. The Hin¬ 
du jas contended that they were not 
involved in the matter. 

President’s Rule in 
Nagaland 

T he Central (Government once 
again took action under Article 
356 of the Constitution and imposed 
President's rule on Nagaland on 
April 3 because of the breakdown of 
the law and order and the "fluid" 
party position in the State. The Op 
position in Parliament strongly dis¬ 
approved of the action and de.scribed 
it as "unwarranted and indefensible, 
especially when the State Governor, 
in his repirt to the Centre, had not 
recommended any such drastic 
action". Some M.P.s went to the ex¬ 
tent of describing the Centre's action 
in Nagaland as "rape of democracy 
in the sensitive border State". Critics 
also alleged that imposition of 
President's rule was a clear abuse of 
Article 356 and a bad precedent in 
Centre-State relations. 

A Central spokesman however 
put in a strong defence and argued 
that the Government had no alterna¬ 
tive when the Chief Minister himself 
had stated that purposeful ad¬ 



ministration could not be carried on 
with Ministers and legislators pres¬ 
surising him for plum posts and the 
level of insurgency increasing in the 
State. 

According to one version, the 
Centre had "acted out Of pique" after 
the State Assembly had been dis¬ 
solved on March 27 by the Governor 
without consulting the Centre, A 
Central spokesman denied this 
charge however; in fact, he expressed 
the view that the dissolution of the 
Assembly was quite in order under 
Article 174. Following the dis¬ 
qualification of iSCongress MLAs by 
the State Assembly Speaker and 
defections from the ruling party, the 
position had certainly become fluid. 
The dissolution of the Assembly had 
shown that it had become impossible 
to carry on the administration in ac¬ 
cordance with the Constitution. 

The political instability on the 
State became even more evident 
when 13 out of 24 members of the 
ruling NPC withdrew support to the 
Government of Mr Vamuzo. The 
House has a strength of 60. 

True Autonomy Sought 
for E.C. 

T he Chief Election Commissioner, 
Mr T.N. Seshan, called on March 
30 for "true autonomy" to his agency 
to check electoral malpractices effec¬ 
tively. He was delivering the key ad¬ 
dress at a seminar on "Electoral 
reforms—Key to social trans¬ 
formation". Mr Seshan urged that the 
Election Commission should be 
strengthened at various levels. He 
criticised the extensive use of the 
police to ensure fair elections. "No 
democracy can be run by using the 
police force." The use of numbers (of 
men) and sophisticated weapons was 
futile, according to him. 

Mr Seshan said the unity of the 
country was in danger. There was 
widespread discontent with 
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authprity, and the external manifesta¬ 
tion was in the form of conflicts. The 
solution to it all was not just electoral 
reforms but reforms at all levels. 
There was need to change the nation¬ 
al character. 

Fair elections did help in enforc¬ 
ing accountability and exposing the 
conflicts and ill of society. And they 
provide a forum for the most com¬ 
mon man; urban or rural. I lowever, a 
number of defects had crept into this 
system. Money power, corrupt prac¬ 
tices and violence were the dominat¬ 
ing factors in any election in the 
country. And the real poor had never 
voted. Only a small minority of votes 
produce a majority party. 

The law to check the unethical 
practices was weak. As the "gains of 
misuse are substantial", elections 
have become a "manipulative 
exercise" of the elite for handling of 
large masses, he said. 

The Home Minister emphasised 
it was impossible for the Government 
or the F.lection Commission to make 
any headway in checking electoral 
malpractices without full coopera¬ 
tion of all the political parties. Cases 
of violence and booth capturing had 
however been limited to isolated 
pockets. Certain State governments, 
he added, had done commendable 
work in ensuring peaceful elections. 

To deal with booth capturing the 
Government had made a series of 
amendments to the Representation of 
People Act in 1989. A new offence, 
booth capturing, was incorporated in 
it with a minimum jail sentence. 
However, the Home Minister con¬ 
ceded that booth capturing still took 
place in many places. 

Political parties play a vital role 
in the whole process of elections. It is 
they who stand to benefit if elections 
are free and fair. "It is only fair that 
political parties should take the ful¬ 
lest responsibility in this regard", Mr 
Chavan added. 

New Import-Export Policy 

T he new expOTHmport policy, ef¬ 
fective from April 1, virtually 
frees imports from licensing controls, 
barring those of consumer goods. 
Goods outside the two small negative 
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lists, one for imports and the other for 
exports specified in the policy, can 
now be fr^ly traded. The main thrust 
of the policy which will remain in 
force for 5 years (1992-97) was to 
remove unnecessary controls and 
restrictions on imports and exports. 

The policy contains new incen¬ 
tives for export growth. l!)uty-free 
imports related to export production 
have been liberalised through the in¬ 
troduction of a value-based advance 
licensing system. The impiort duty on 
capital goods has also been reduced 
with an increased export obligation. 
Deemed exports have been accorded 
a special import licence facility. 

The policy has also virtually 
eliminated import canalisation. Ex¬ 
cept for some petroleum products, 
edible oils, fertilisers and cereals, all 
other items have now been 
decanalised. Newsprint has not only 
been decanalised but the procedure 
for its import has also been consider¬ 
ably simplified. Import of capital 
gocids has been liberalised and these 
arc no longer in the negative list of 
imports. 

Under this liberal import policy, 
it is estimated (at 1991-92 prices) that 
$ 4 billion would be required every 
year as exceptional financing to 
bridge the current account deficit. 
The Eighth Plan assumes a GDP 
growth of 5.6 per cent. The import 
elasticity of the economy to achieve 
this rale of GDP growth is estimated 
at 1.5 limes. This would mean an an¬ 
nual import growth of 8.4 per cent. 
Even after assuming an export 
growth of 13-14 per cent per annum, 
exceptional financing of $ 4 billion 
would be required if the current ac¬ 
count deficit is to be maintained at 1.5 
per cent of GDP. 

The policy, which is coterminus 
with the Eighth Five Year Plan at¬ 
tempts to made imports-exports ac¬ 
count for as much as 20 per centof the 
Gross Domestic Product in the com¬ 
ing years. In line with the trade 
policy, the new exim policy stipulates 
fewer restrictions, gives greater 
freedom to trade and reduces ad¬ 
ministrative controls. 

The Commerce Minister, Mr P. 


Chidambaram, asserted that the new 
policy was a "major step forward in 
the programme of liberalisation". 

8th plan accent 

he Eighth Plan became operative 
from April 1 in a more deregu¬ 
lated environment, with a shrinkage 
in prescriptive planning by the Plan¬ 
ning Commission. The Deputy 
Chairman of the Planning Commis¬ 
sion, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, said that 
in the context of ^ series of economic 
reforms initiated by the Government 
and opening up of the Indian 
economy, the responsibility of the 
public sector would come down in 
many areas. 

The public sector would make in¬ 
vestment only in those areas where 
investment is mainly infrastructural 
in nature and would withdraw from 
other areas. But the Government 
would have the primary respon¬ 
sibility for investment in social sec¬ 
tors such as literacy, health, 
population control and the environ¬ 
ment. The priority would be to find 
resources for development of these 
social sectors. 

The plan sets an average growth 
target of 5.6 per cent per year for the 
next five years, taking 1991-92 as the 
base year. There has been a dilution 
of the growth target, considering that 
the base year experienced a negative 
growth rate. 

The plan document is still under 
preparation, but Mr Mukherjee said 
the launching of the Plan before the 
Plan document was ready was not 
unusual. It happened at the time of 
launching the Sixth Plan and again in 
the case of the Seventh Plan. The 
Commission was going ahead with 
the finalisation of the plan document 
which would be completed after dis¬ 
cussions with Central Ministries and 
Chief Ministers of States in the next 
few weeks. The National Develop¬ 
ment Council would meet on May 23 
to give its final clearance to the plan 
document. 

A key factor for the success of the 
plan is th^ it would have to be 
financed in a non-inflationary man¬ 
ner. The plan projects an external or 
current account deficit of 1.4 per cent 





CURRENT AFFM 


of GDP annually, which would mean 
an annual set inflow of resources of 
not more than $ 4 billion. 

Since assistance from multi¬ 
lateral financing institutions has been 
running around $ 2.5 billion, another 
$ 1.5 billion would have to come in 
the form of foreign investment and 
remittances from abroad. But even 
with this there would have lo be a 
minimum annual export growth rate 
of per cent by volume. 

Army Operations in Assam 

T roops fanned out in six districts 
of Assam on April 1 with the 
beginning of a renewed Army opera¬ 
tion against hardliners in the trun¬ 
cated Ul,FA. The operation—a sequel 
to "Operation Rhino" which had 
been suspended on January 14— 
started in the districts of Nagaon, Sib- 
sagar, Nalbari, Darrang, Tinsukia 
and Dibrugarh to flush out seces¬ 
sionist elements. 

Simultaneously, the Ciovernment 
held parleys with a splinter group of 
the Ul.FA led by one time hardcore 
militants Munin Nobis, Sidhartha 
Phukan and Kalpajyoti Neog. 

Now that the Ul.FA has formally 
split, the Government has decided to 
hold negotiations with the factum 
willing to talk and to u.sc force 
against those opposed ti> the peace 
efforts. The top four functionaries of 
the ULFA, including the chairman, 
Arabinda Rajkhowa, the com¬ 
mander-in-chief, Paresh Barua, the 
General Secretary, Anup Chetia, and 
the vice-chairman Pradip Gogoi, 
have rejected the proposal for talks 
and have reiterated their resolve to 
continue the struggle for a 
"sovereign Assam". 

Much of the optimism exuded by 
the Government after the decision of 
seven district committees of ULFA to 
begin negotiations with the Govern¬ 
ment evaporated when the militant 
outfits "big four" adopted a defiant 
posture. 

The Chief Minister, Mr Hiteswar 
Saikia, is however hopeful of a peace¬ 
ful settiement of the Assam problem. 
In the Assembly he said seven district 
units of the ULFA had voluntarily 


come forward for discussions with 
the Government. The Government 
intends to take appropriate measures 
to remove any obstacle in the way of 
peace efforts. 

Amendment of Poll Law 

NOTHER significant measure 
was passed on March 18 when 
the Lok Sabha approved a Bill for 
continuing the electoral proct>ss in 
the event of the death of an inde¬ 
pendent candidate. The Bill is the 
Representation of the People 
(Amendment) Bill, 1992. It was un¬ 
derstood that the Government would 
come forward with a comprehensive 
legislation on electoral reforms in the 
next session of Parliament. It would 
not be possible to introduce such a 
Bill in the current budget session of 
Parliament because the Government 
proposed to discuss the issue with 
the opposition parties and others. 

The Government had to bring 
forth the R.P. (Amendment) Bill be¬ 
cause elections for four Parliamen¬ 
tary and 28 Assembly scats in Punjab 
were countermanded following the 
death of independent candidates. 
The measure replaces the ix'levant 
Ordinance. The Bill had been ap¬ 
proved by the Ra jya Sabha on March 11. 

The Law Minister sought to allay 
the opposition's misgivings that the 
Government would drag its feet in 
effecting electoral reforms. On the 
contrary, the Government is keen to 
bring about electoral reforms after 
due consultations with the opposi¬ 
tion and others. 

While formulating the com¬ 
prehensive Bill on electoral reforms the 
Government will take serious note of 
the recommendations made by the late 
Dinesh Goswami Committee. The 
Committee had suggested fresh 
delimitation on the basis of the 1981 
census, rotation of scats reserved for 
Scheduled Castes, introduction of 
multi-purpose indentity cards and 
weeding out non-serious candidates. 

Substantial Tax 
Concessions 

INANCE Minister Manmohan 
Singh, bowing to demands by 
several sections of the business com¬ 


munity, announced some conces- 
sions on March 26, in his reply to the 
budget debate in the Lok Sabha. 
Among these are: reduction of 5 pet 
cent points in the rate of customs 
duty on project imports and general 
machinery from the proposed 60 pel 
cent. He withdrew the budget 
proposal for raising the rates of im¬ 
port duty on components for fueF 
efficient light commercial vehicles 
and synthetic waste. The rates in 
force before the budget was 
presented have thus been restored, in 
consideration of the fact that such 
vehicles were used as goods carriers. 
As a sop to the shoddy wool industry, 
the increase in import duty on ra^ 
has been lowered from 110 per cent to 
35 per cent. The Central exchequer 
stands to lose revenue to the extent of 
Rs 245 rrore on account of the 
propost-d concessions. 

The Finance Minister expressed 
his reluctance to raise the income tax 
exemption limit further, on the 
ground that it would affect the 
revenue positaon of the States. But he 
promised to discuss the matter with 
the States. He assured that the 
Government would not be insensi-* 
tive to the demand for restoration of 
the various tax exemption schemes. 

The House passed by voice vote 
the relevant "vote on account" to pro- 
vide for withdrawal of Rs 45,982 
crore from the Consolidated Fund tO 
defray charges in course of payments 
during the financial year 1992-93. 
Supplementary demands for 1991-92 
were also passed by a voice vote. 

Special force for N.E. 
insurgency 

suitably structured special 
regional force needs to be raised 
at the earliest exclusively for tackling 
insurgency in the North-East. It is 
believed by the Centre that the set¬ 
ting up of a separate regional force 
would go a long way in the "proper" 
handling of insurgency in the sensi¬ 
tive region because of the area's 
peculiarities. An r^ficial note makes a 
strong plea for the setting up of the 
force in national interest and says 
that only men from the North-East¬ 
ern region should be recruited to this 
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special force as they were the ones 
f who really understood the region 
; fully. 

Elabora ting on the concept of the 
special force, the note says that it 
should have a separate and distinct 
ethos, be suitably equipped in terms 
of weapons, vehicles, communica¬ 
tions, facilities, be well-trained to 
adopt flexible tactics, capable of 
maintaining happy relations with the 
local population and be able to 
cooperate and coordinate with the 
local civil authorities in all aspects, 
including development. 

While operating in the North- 
East, the aim would be to reach out to 
the people and not remain secluded 
in the classical army concept or that 
of a central police organisation in 
fenced-off military camps and can¬ 
tonments, the note says. The efficacy 
of such a force would be dictated by 
the ability to maintain the correct 
ethos and its gainful employment. 

About the problem in the North- 
East as such, the note says that the 
issues pertaining to the Nc»rth-East 
should not be viewed as individual 
problems and dealt with in com- 
partmentali.sed or isolated manner. 
"You simply cannot tackle the ULFA, 
the PLA, the IBRF, the NSCN, the 
NYLF and others individually", the 
note says. It cautions against what it 
calls "imposing" any model of the 
past, or from other regions, on the 
North-East as "it will not find accep¬ 
tance nor can it throw up solutions". 

Political Crisis in Manipur 
Ends 

ENTRAI. rule, imposed in the 
turbulent and highly sensitive 
State of Manipur ended on April 8; a 
new ministry under the leadership of 
R.K. Dorendra Singh was sworn in as 
the entity's 19th Chief Minister. 
President's rule in the State lasted as 
long as 83 days. Tlie former Chief 
Minister and senior Congress leader, 
Mr Reishang Keishang, was sworn in 
as Deputy Chief Minister. 

Even after the swearing-in of the 
ministry political uncertainty con¬ 
tinues because of the constantly 
changing political alignments and 
the shifting loyalties. To these factors 
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has to be added the disqualification 
of .some M.L.A.S a few days earlier. 
Two more legislators were dis¬ 
qualified on April 7. The actual 
strength of the 60-member State As¬ 
sembly is now 45 with the Congress 
and its allies having the support of 23 
members. The United Legislature 
Front (ULF) claims to have a strength 
of 24 M.L.A.S. The Speaker had dis¬ 
qualified 13 members earlier but the 
Supreme Court had quashed the dis¬ 
qualification of seven M.L.A.S and 
stayed the disqualification of six 
others. It needs to be noted that the 
Congress strength in the Assembly is 
only 13. 

The Opposition in Parliament 
raised strong protests and accused 
the ruling party of taking several un¬ 
democratic steps to install its party 
government in Manipur and 
demanded the dissolution of the As¬ 
sembly and fresh elections there. 
Some M.P.s claim that barring the 
Congress, all political parties 
demand fresh elections. One vocal 
leader warned that by adopting such 
methods, the Congress would further 
alienate the people of North-east 
India and create a situation as exist¬ 
ing in Punjab and Kashmir. A 
Government spokesman however as¬ 
serted that what had happened in 
Manipur was a part of the democratic 
process. 

Plea for more Autonomy 

LMOST all political parlies have 
in recent weeks renewed their 
plea for more autonomy to the States 
and a fresh review of Centre-State 
relations. In March the BJP leader, Mr 
A.B. Vajpayee, demanded a total 
review of Centre-State relations 
under the changed circumstances 
and said the States should be given 
more autonomy, especially in the 
field of developmental activities. 

Releasing the political resolution 
adopted by the National Executive of 
the party on the concluding day at 
Sarnath, Mr Vajpayee emphasised 
the need for speedy implementation 
of the Sarkaria Committee report on 
Centre-State relations, eVen though it 
was "not radical". In his view, 
"radical" included all subjects, ex- I 


! cept three important ones, defence, 
external affairs and communications. 
However, the BJP was opposed to it, 
and the States, too, did not want such 
a radical measure. All that they 
wanted was adequate funds to carry 
out development activities. The 
political resolution did not demand 
imposition of President's rule in 
Bihar, even though Bihar was now 
under mafia rule. For the common 
man there is no protection of life, 
limb and dignity. AU developmental 
work is at a standstill. 

Recently, Prime Minister P.V. 
Narashimha Rao advocated flexible 
relations between the Centre and the 
States with the country being run as a 
partnership. "Essentially, 1 agree 
with the postulate that India needs a 
strong Centre but at the same time, no 
one can run the country from Delhi", 
the Prime Minister said. The effort 
should be to strike a balance which 
would allow a certain range of 
flexibility so that the possibility ex¬ 
isted of changing over frfim side to 
side as circumstances demanded. 

"Our troubles emanate from the 
attempts to shoot beyond this range. 
If this tendency to shoot beyond this 
range is avoided, then there is great 
possibility of the Indian polity endur¬ 
ing and prospering." 

Minorities panel to be 
statutory body 

T he Government would introduce 
a Bill in the current session of Par¬ 
liament to make the Minority Com¬ 
mission a statutory body, according 
to the Welfare Minister, Mr Sita Rafm 
Kesri. The Government's 15-point 
programme for the welfare of the 
minorities would be recast in line 
with the election manifesto of the 
Congress. 

The report was submitted by the 
Commission chairman, Mr S.M.H. 
Burney. He was happy that the 
Government had accepted the recom¬ 
mendation of the commission to 
make it a statutory body and to intro¬ 
duce a bill in this regard. The com¬ 
mission had reviewed the current 
15-point prtigramme for the 
minorities and come to conclusion 
that it had not really helped them. 





The period 1990-91 under review by 
the Commission had been a bad year 
as there had been a number of riots in 
different parts of the country, par- 
■ ticularly in Hyderabad, Aligarh and 
Ahmedabad. The communal situa¬ 
tion has lately been satisfactory. 

In its report, the commission has 
emphasised the need for providing 
incentives to the minority com¬ 
munities to go to schools and for 
adult education among them, par¬ 
ticularly artisans. Polytechnics 
should be opened for them and they 
should be given vocational training. 

India-UK extradition pact 
in May 

B ritish High Commissioner in 
India Sir Nicholas Fenn indicated 
in the third week of March that the 
governments of India and Britain arc 
all set to sign an extradition treaty 
and a treaty on the mutual confisca¬ 
tion of assets of terrorists and smug¬ 
glers to combat terrorism and the 
drug menace facing the two 
cou nines. The treaties h.ive already 
been drafted and would be signed in 
early May. 

The British Government is shar¬ 
ing a bitter experience with India and 
Sir Nicholas believed that a threat 
like tcrrtirism should be thrashed out 
to ensure democracy and the 
safeguarding of human rights. 

On the NPT issue Sir Nicholas 
said his country was not pressuring 
India but it wiinted to thrash out the 
nuclear issue to ensure that the sub¬ 
continent remained a zone of peace. 
The British envoy refuted the allega¬ 
tion that his country was giving shel¬ 
ter and financial assistance to 
militants fomenting trouble in Pun¬ 
jab and Jammu and Kashmir through 
the Indo-Pak border. In case there 
were terrorists in the UK, his country 
would deal with such a situation in 
accordance with the law of the land. 

On Pakistani support to militants 
in Punjab and Kashmir, he said it was 
a problem between two neighbour¬ 
ing countries which could be 
resolved through bilateral talks on 
the basis of the Shimla Agreement. 
"It's never the business of the British 
GovemnKent to sort out a solution in 



this regard", he explained. 

Assam-Nagaland Border 
Dispute 

T he Assam-Nagaland tensions 
along their common border have 
again bwn renewed. The two States 
are locking horns over the possession 
of a cluster of disputed settlements in 
the Doyang forest reserve. The focal 
point of the tension is Mcrapani, a 
small township which had been 
scarred by a high casualty bloody 
clash between the armed police for¬ 
ces of the two neighbouring States 
way back in June, 1985 Reports trick¬ 
ling in from the volatile zone say that 
fear has gripped the villagers amidst 
threats and counter-threats from 
cither side. 

District officials in Assam are 
.said to have drawn the attention of 
the State Government to the attacks 
from Nagaland on local traders of 
Merapani. They have also noted 


their apprehensions about the pos¬ 
sibility of a deterioration in thesitua- 
tiun. 

That all is not well in the dis¬ 
puted areas was evident from the 
Assam Governor, Mr Loknalh 
Misra's address to the State Assemb-' 
ly recently. He spdee of reports of th?; 
Nagaland Government laying the 
foundation-stone of a civil sub¬ 
division in the disputed area. More 
than 5,000 sq km of disputed areas 
have been under adverse possession 
of the Nagaland Governitient", the 
Governor noted. "In spite of the 
mutual agreement between the two 
States to maintain the status quo, the 
Government of Nagaland is setting' 
up outpobt.s, circles, sub-divisions, 
etc." The Assam Chief Minister, Mr 
Hiteswar Saikia, has accused 
Nagaland of illegally occupying 
1,01,750 hectares of Assam's territory, 
the nuclear question. The US has 
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US wants India to attend 
summit 

T I IE United States will press India 
to agree to a five-nation summit to 
achieve a nuclear weapons-lroe /one 
in South Asia as an interim step 
towards the ultimate goal of making 
both India and Pakistan sign the 
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. 
Washington had entered into a 
"productive dialogue" with New 
Delhi on the nuclear issue with the 
recent US visit of the Indian Foreign' 
Secretary, Mr J.N. Dixit, according to 
a senior Busli administration official 
on March 18. 

Participating in a live satellite 
television programme, "Worldnet" 
the US Under-Secretary of State for 
regional security, Mr Reginald Bar¬ 
tholomew rejected a suggestion by a 
Pakistani expert that Washington 
should not focus on the Pakistani 


nuclear programme as long as the 
Kashmir issue remained unresolved. 

Replying to questions front 
nuclear experts and journalists from 
India, Pakistan and China in the 
"Worldnet" programme, Mr Bar¬ 
tholomew did not see any merit in 
enlarging the membership of the 
proposed five-nation summit by in¬ 
cluding Israel and South Africa. 

Washington is promoting the 
hve-nation summit to be attended hy 
the US, Russia, China, India and 
Pakistan, to resolve the nuclear issue 
in South Asia. 

Naturally the U.S. has welcomed 
the decision by China and France t6 
sign the NI^ and cited the example 
Argentina and Brazil entering into a 
bilateral agreement on inspection of 
each other's nuclear installations. M)r 
Bartholomew emphasised that the US 
was not singling out South Asia on 
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engaged in la serious dialogue 
' on the issue concerning West Asia. 

US not linking NPT with aid: 
f The US ambassador, Mr William 
Clark Jr. on March 20 denied th<it the 

■ United States was trying to link 
bilateral aid to India signing the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Mr 
Clark told a meeting of the Forum of 
Financial Writers late in March that 
while working for a pt>sitive move¬ 
ment towards achieving a nuclear 
free zone in South Asia, the US did 
not have a fixt*d solution to offer. 

: A large number of countries were 

looking for a positive movement in 
the field of nuclear non-proliferation. 
India could not stand in isolation. 

On India's position on Nl^ vis-a- 
vis Pakistan, Mr Clark said what the 
US wanted was to reduce tensions 
between the two countries. When a 
correspondent said there was a dif¬ 
ference between India and some 
other countries in this regard, as 
India had desisted from building 
weapims in spite of its developed 
capability, he said that was no reason 
' why India should not move into a 

■ sihaation which was more rational 
and comfortable. 

US sells arms to Pakistan 

HE USA has been selling military 
equipment to Pakistan on a large 
scale on a commercial basis even 
when it is unable to give official 
military aid because of the I’ressler 
Amendment, the Pentagon informed 
Congress in March. 

The actual value of commercial 
export deliveries to Pakistan 
amounted to $ 22.781 million in fiscal 
1991 (beginning October 1,1990) and 
increased to $ 800.148 million in fiscal 
1992. For fiscal 1993, beginning Oc¬ 
tober 1,1992, such deliveries are es¬ 
timated at $ 480.089 million. 

The American administration 
shocked Senator Pressler recently by 
saying that the interpretation put by 
its lawyers is that the Pressler amend¬ 
ment applied only to (jovernment 
grants and loans and not to commer¬ 
cial sales. Because of the Pressler 
amendment, the administration is 


not able to deliver to Pakistan the $ 89 
million economic support funds it 
had allocated for Pakistan. 

The administration had ear¬ 
marked for Pakistan $ 106.595 million 
for the current fiscal year of security 
assistance by way of grant, another 
$ 6.%1 million of security assistance 
on concessional terms, $ 100 mil¬ 
lion in economic support funds 
and $ 915,000 for military training. 

All these are, however, kept in 
suspension pending acceptance of 
Pressler terms by Pakistan. For fiscal 
1993, there is no Government assis¬ 
tance contemplated under these 
heads, but commercial sales will con¬ 
tinue. 

"We are not proposing security 
assistance programme levels for 
Pakistan in fiscal 1993", says the Pen¬ 
tagon, "but would hope to resume 
assistance if the conditions required 
by the Pressler amendment are met. 
All new commitments of economic 
support funds were halted on Oc¬ 
tober 1, 1990, but funds in the 
pipeline continue to be spent" 

U.S. defence: The State Depart¬ 
ment in mid-March again justified 
the sale of military spares and com¬ 
ponents to Pakistan despite the 
Pressler amendment, this time in a 
slightly amplified form. 

The State Department spokes¬ 
man recalled the Secretary of State, 
Mr James Baker's stand that the com¬ 
mercial military sales do not con¬ 
travene the letter or spirit of the 
Pressler amendment and said: "The 
Pressler amendment does not use 
language commonly used by Con¬ 
gress when it intends to indicate a 
total embargo or when it prohibits 
the sale and export of defence articles 
and services. The Pressler amend¬ 
ment prohibits the sale and delivery 
of military equipment and technol¬ 
ogy by the US Government." 

The Pressler provisions, for ex¬ 
ample, are different from the lan¬ 
guage used for the erqbaigo against 
Iraq and countries that violate 
human rights. In those cases it 
specifically mentioned both govern- 
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ment sales and commercial militaiy 
sales of defence articles and services. 

The commercial sales to Pakistan 
were of spare parts and maintenance 
items and not the sale of "new 
military equipment and technology 
or upgrades". 

Pak Army Sheds ideology: AU- 
tum in Pakistan's Afghan policy sug¬ 
gests the new Army Chief, Gen Asif 
Nawaz Janjua, is steering the Pakis¬ 
tan Army towards moderation, thus 
shedding the ideold^ical burden of 
the Zia era. 

The sudden retirement of Gen 
Hamid Gul, a protege of the late Gen 
Zia-ul-Haq and a votary of Islam, 
may have driven the message home 
among the top brass of the all-power¬ 
ful army. 

Reports in the Pakistani media 
suggest the top army brass in Pakis¬ 
tan now favour soft-pedalling on 
both the nuclear issue and 
Islamabad's relations with the USA. 

On the nuclear issue, the Pakis¬ 
tan Army high command believes the 
country could avoid a confrontation 
without compromising its wider na¬ 
tional interests, a leading Karachi- 
based magazine "Newsline" 
reported. The shift in Pakistan's 
policy from support to the Afghan 
rebels to backing a UN-sponsored 
solution of the Afghan conflict, seems 
to have been dictated by several fac¬ 
tors, including developments in the 
Central Asian republics of the 
erstwhile Soviet Union. 

All the land routes that can 
revive trade links between Pakistan 
and the Central Asian Muslim Stales 
pass through Afghanistan. Without a 
resolution of the Afghan conflict, 
Pakistan cannot develop trade or 
economic relations with these States. 

According to reports in the Pakis¬ 
tani media, most of the leader^ of the 
Central Asian States have cautioned 
Pakistan that they would continue to 
support the Najibullah Government 
if the Afghan igsue was not resolved. 
The "Newsline" reported that the 
military authorities now believe that 
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a further delay in a peaceful settle¬ 
ment of the Afghan problem could 
cause serious problems for Pakistan. 
The debacle at Jalalabad in 1989, and 
subsequently at Gardez, indicated 
the futility of seeking a military solu¬ 
tion of the Afghan problem. Stoppage 
of a substantial US aid, growing 
frustration with the fractious Afghan 
rebel groups, the socio-economic bur¬ 
den caused by the presence of over 
three million Afghan refugees and 
the dangerous proliferation of drugs 
and arms are believed to be key fac¬ 
tors for the shift in Pakistan's Afghan 
policy. 

18 Russian republics sign 
treaty 

notable development took place 
on March 31 when President 
Boris Yeltsin and leaders of 18 of the 
20 autonomous republics in Russia 
signed a "historic" treaty seeking to 
prevent a Soviet Union-type disin¬ 
tegration of Russia by demarcating 
the powers of the centre and the 
republics. 

Tetarstan and Chechen republics 
refused to sign the new treaty, saying 
they want separate bilateral agree¬ 
ments with Russia to determine their 
status and the powers they would 
delegate to central Russian 
authorities. 

The treaty was signed in the 
Kremlin's St Georges 1 lall decorated 
with the Russian tricolour of white, 
blue, red and the flags of the 20 
republics. However, representatives 
of the republics sharply criticised and 
proposed corrections to the treaty. 
Some of the republics wanted correc¬ 
tions in the fields of property, budget 
and trade policy. Others criticised 
property and economic relations. Op¬ 
position national movements were, 
particularly vociferous in opposing 
the treaty, assessing it as a "trap" for 
their sovereignty. 

Meanwhile, the Parliament of 
Chechen republic, defying the Mos¬ 
cow Government, has imposed a 
state of emergency for an indefinite 
period on the territory after armed 
groups opposing President Djohar 


Dudayev captured the radio and TV 
buildings in the capital, Grozny. The 
Speaker of Chechen Parliament ac¬ 
cused the Russian military of inciting 
the Opposition forces. 

On April 7 President Boris Yeltsin 
announc^ the takeover of the dis¬ 
puted Black Sea naval fleet by Russia 
in response to a similar decree signed 
by the Ukraine President. 

Violence in States: Ethnic 
violence flared up in two former 
Soviet republics, leaving a dozen 
people dead in a disputed mountain 
region and two in eastern. Moldova, 
official reports disclosed. A violent 
power struggle also threatened to ex¬ 
plode anew in Georgia as govern¬ 
ment troops were mobilised on 
March 31 to eject supporters of 
ousted President Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia from Western Georgian cities. 

The tension across the former 
Soviet Union mse despite pleas for 
restraint and settlement, including a 
fact-finding trip to the mountain 
region of Nagorno Karabakh 
planned in the near future by the 
Czechoslovak Foreign Minister. 
More than 1,000 people have died in 
fighting between Armenia and Azer¬ 
baijan over Nagorno Karabakh, a 
predominantly Christian Armenian 
region within Muslim Azerbaijan, 
that is seeking independence from 
Azerbaijan. 

Bid to revive Soviet Union 

A bout two dozen hard-Une law¬ 
makers from the defunct Soviet 
Parliament headed for a city south of 
Mosoiw late in March to try to hold a 
legislative session in defiance of Rus¬ 
sian authorities. About 100 sup¬ 
porters chanting "Soviet Union" saw 
them off. Col Viktor Alksnis, a former 
deputy and one of the so-called 
"black colonels" who had opposed 
many of the reforms of Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachov, said Russian authorities 
blocked the arrival of buses for use of 
the deputies. 

The prospect of an assembly of 
hard-liners, many of whom sup¬ 
ported the failed August attempt to 
oust Mr Gorbachov, has unnerved 


the Russian legislature, which 
banned the cpngress. A major 
dememstration opposing theGovem- 
ment of President Boris Yeltsin also 
was planned in Moscow. Authorities 
said they would deploy thousands of 
police and Russian Interior Ministry 
troops to prevent any unrest. 

The hard-liners had indicated 
they planned to choose a new leader 
to seek the restoration of the Soviet 
Union, which was dissolved last year 
following the creation of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Independent States. 

A deputy said he hoped the Con¬ 
gress would elect a President to 
replace Mr Gorbachov who resigned 
on December 25. The deputy was 
hoping for "someone who could 
carry out his executive authority". 
Mr Yegor Ligachev, who once held 
the No. 2 job in the Communist party ' 
leadership, said the deputies welre 
meeting "to unite the society behind 
a single government". It is not known 
how much popular support there is 
for the congress. Diehard com¬ 
munists frequently organise rallies of 
several thousand participants in 
Moscow and elsewhere. Recently, the 
protests became more visible but they 
do not appear to reflect the views of 
the majority of the population. 

Pak Foils JKLF Bid 

T he proposed march by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Lib^aticMi 
Front militants across the Line of 
Control (LC) into Kashmir on March 
30 fizzled out as the Pakistani 
security forces barricaded the entry 
points and arrested 500 marchers in 
Muzaffarabad, capital of Pakistan-oc¬ 
cupied Kashmir. 

On the Indian side, curfew was 
imposed in three major towns of the 
Kashmir Valley and security was 
strengthened in the four-km area 
around the Hazratbal shrine on the 
outskirts of Srinagar to forestall any 
attempt by the JKLF to organise a 
march across the Line of Control. A 
curfew-like situation prevailed in the 
border areas of Uri, Kupwara and 
Handwara. 

An Indian defence spokesman 
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said here nothing had happened on 
the LC and the international border 
even as the Array kept a tight vigil to 
prevent any intrusion. 

Thousands of Pakistani setiinty 
forces had been deployed in the 
regions near the Line of Control to 
stop anyone marching into K'a.shmir 
and prohibitory orders wore clamped 
in Muzaffarabad and adjoining areas 
banning processions and rallies, 
reports fram Islamabad said. 

The security forces had laid 
barbed wire barricades and built 
stone barriers on the roads lending to 
Chinari and the border town of 
Chakothi, from Muzaflarabad. 
Thousands of personnel from the 
Punjab and Frontier constabularies 
had been deployed in the regions to 
check the JKLF marchers from 
proceeding towards the l.C. 

The JKLF claimt*d m Islamabad 
that their followers were proceeding 
to the international border despite 
being teargassed and baton-charged 
during "clashes" with the polite. 

Pakistani police has already ar¬ 
rested Mr Amanullah Khan, theJKLF 
chief. Acting JKLF Chairman, Raja 
Mu/affar Khan, has also been ar¬ 
rested. Later they were released. 

End of Apartheid 

ARCH 18,1992, was an historic 
day in the history of South 
Africa. On that day, for the first time, 
white South Africans voted for a 
liberal "one person, one vote" con¬ 
stitution, in a special referendum. In 
keeping with the landslide referen¬ 
dum victory for democratic reform, 
local reaction to the rt'sult has been 
overwhelmingly positive. South 
Africa thus enters the comity of 
civilised nations. In a wave of con¬ 
gratulatory statements, the country's 
business sector forecast increased 
growth and investor interest. 

The spectrum of support tor 
President F.W. de Klerk's reforms 
ranged from right-wing Nationalist 
party supporters—people who had 
supported former President P.W. 
Botha—to white members of the S. 
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African Communist Party. 

In his victory speech. President 
de Klerk said the poll had closed the 
final chapter on apartheid. "We ha\ e 
laid the foundation on which to build 
real re-conciliation, peace and 
progress for all. The white electorate 
has risen above itself." 

Mr F.W. de Klerk scored a dear 
victory in the whites—only referen¬ 
dum on ending apartheid and shar¬ 
ing power with the blacks. The 
pro-apartheid Conservative Party 
leader conceded defeat as results 
showed Mr De Klerk leading with 72 
per cent of the votes. 

"Today is the real birthday ot the 
new South Africa", Mr de Klerk told 
South Africans. "Therefore we have 
to move forward to power sharing 
ctxiperation and reconciliation in one 
undivided South Africa." The while 
electorate has "risen above itself" 
and given a landslide to work with all 
other South Africans. 

The ANC President, Mr Nelson 
Mandela, said whites should have no 
reservations about a majority govern¬ 
ment. 

While most South Africans were 
in a jubilant mtxid as results from the 
poll areas came in. A number of 
countries welcomed the "yes" vole 
and said they would review the 
remaining sanctions if the reforms 
were stepped up. 

Fven the home town area of the 
former President, Mr P.W. Botha, 
who called tor a "no" vote, there was 
a "yes" majority. The referendum 
was held during violence in 
townships. At least 290 people were 
killed in the three-week campaign 
before the poll on whether to proceed 
with talks on multi-racial democracy. 
Many analysts believe the road ahead 
is still tortuous. Over a third of the 
whites opposed the reforms. 

New Government likely In 
Kabul 

HERE are indications of an early 
end to the crisis in Afghanistan 
following President Najibullah's 
offer to step down from the office he 
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has held for the past many years. 
Fresh uigency has been lent to the 
current UN efforts to resolve the Af¬ 
ghan issue. The UN Secretary- 
General, Dr Boutros Ghali's special 
envoy, Mr Benon Sevon, has been 
busy holding consultations and 
monitoring the efforts in various 
camps to achieve the goal. There has 
been a serious threat that Afghanis¬ 
tan might drift into further chaos and 
no solution of the prolonged crisis 
seemed to be in sigjjt. 

Mr Sevon has been carrying on 
shuttle diplomaLV, visiting Teheran, 
Kabul and Peshawar more than once. 
Efforts are still being made to estab¬ 
lish an interim government at Kabul 
in the next few days The ftxid crisis 
and the endless sijuabbles among the 
various tribes and political groups 
have worsened matters during the 
past few weeks. Mr Sevon is reported 
to have assured that he would short¬ 
en the process of peace-making so 
that there is an acceptable>arrange- 
ment in the Afghan (.apitai 

An interim governmemt ot 12 
persons is proposed to be formed. 
This would pave the way for an as¬ 
sembly of 13(1 to 200 representatives 
ot various factions and the Kabul 
Government. The inleriin Ciovern- 
ment would then hold elections. The 
jirga or assembly is expected to meet 
some time in May at either Geneva or 
some other place. A neutral 
mechanism is expected to be evolved 
But Mujahideen leader Hikmatyar 
has been pressing lor a military solu¬ 
tion and also for an interim govern¬ 
ment of only Mujahideen leaders. 
Several leaders have opposed the 
dominance of Pakhtoons who enjoy a 
numerical advantage over other 
groups. 

Amnesty & militants' 
violence 

HILE campaigning this year 
against alleged custodial 
violence in India, Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional says it will also focus on 
violence by militants against in¬ 
nocent civilians in areas of insuigen- 
cy. "We are going to make much more 
of an effort to actively pressurise the 






leadership, membership and sup¬ 
porters of (armed) opposition groups 
in the areas ot insurgency in India", 
an Amnesty spokesman disclosed on 
March 29. 

Releasing an account of Indian 
authorities' "atrcKities" on detainees, 
an Amnesty spokesman acknow¬ 
ledged that the agency's reporting 
tended to be "lopsided" in so tar as it 
does not have much information on 
terrorist violence. Amnesty intends 
to use "third country" approach in its 
campaign against police treatment of 
suspects in India, but it stopped short 
of naming Pakistan as a possible tar¬ 
get 

The campaign, aimed mainly 
against Indian police and army 
atrtKities, will probably employ the 
approach that involves asking a 
"third country" to influence insur¬ 
gents in the country in question. 

Amnesty recently decided to 
focus on abuses by armed opposition 
groups as well as government. Our 
membership has said tu-us that in the 
coming two or three years you need 
to figure out a way ot effectively ac¬ 
ting against violations by opposition 
groups. 

No U.N. Intervention 

UCIl against the wishes of 
Pakistan, Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali has rejected the sug¬ 
gestion that the United Nations inter¬ 
vene unilaterally in the Kashmir 
issue on the basis of the existing 
Security Council resolutions. The 
world body needs approval of both 
India and Pakistan for playing any 
role in the issue, Dr Ghali told his first 
formal Press conference since taking 
over as the chief executive. Dr Ghali 
asserted that the United Nations 
cannot play any role even if one 
party to the dispute does not ac¬ 
cept it. 

A Pakistani correspondent per¬ 
sisted with the question, saying the 
principle is true if it is a question of 
mediation but on Ka.shmir, he said, 
"clear-cut" resolutions already exist 
for holding self-determination in the 


State. 

Dr Ghali argued he would give 
the same answer—unless there is an 
agreement, the Security Council or 
other organs of the world body could 
not implement the resolutions. 

The Secretary General's stand 
has been hailed by diplomats as vin¬ 
dication of India's stand which 
favours solution ot the Kashmir 
problem bilaterally within the 
framework of the Shimla Agree¬ 
ment. 

Pakistan has in recent months 
stepped up the campaign for inter¬ 
nationalising the issue and has been 
pressing in all world fora that the UN 
should force India to implement the 
resolutions. The Secretary-General 
has meanwhile rejected the idea that 
the world body use intelligence 
provided by member-States for 
preventive diplomacy to ensure that 
simmenng disputes do not hot up. 
The world bexjy wants to maintain its 
independence and it is important to 
have its own intelligence m the form 
of more UN presence in various parts 
of the world. 

Replying to a question on Af¬ 
ghanistan, he welcomed the decision 
of President Najibullah to step down 
and said this would help to convene 
an informal conference of junior 
members of various sections in 
Geneva or Vienna to prepare for 
meetings at a senior level to find a 
solution to the Afghan problem. 
There art' still obstacles which have to 
be overcome 

lndia>Bangladesh accord 

FTER prolonged negotiations 
and overcoming many hurdles, 
India and Bangladesh reached on 
March 26 an understanding on the 
modalities for implementation of the 
terms of lease providing for the right 
of passage for Bangladesh through 
the "Tin Bigha" corridor to two 
Bangladesh enclaves. The under¬ 
standing was reached through an ex¬ 
change of letters signed by the two 
Foreign Secretaries On behalf of their 
respective governments. 
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While giving reactions to the un¬ 
derstanding, a spokesman said "we 
consider it as an important forward 
step not only in effeebvely exercising 
our sovereignty on the Dahagram 
and Angarpota enclaves but also in 
moving towards resolution of other 
outstai^ing issues between the two 
neighbouring countries." 

The understanding had been 
worked out in pursuance of the 1974 
and 1982 agreements and in con¬ 
tinuation of the official level talks 
held in Dhaka between the two 
countries in February, The disputed 
plot of land is 178 metres by 86 
metres. The transfer is fixed for some 
time in June. The accord puts the final 
seal on an issue pending for nearly 
two decades. 

Even if there is any motivated at¬ 
tempt to stir up trouble on the ground 
that Dhaka's right of passage across 
Indian territory will isolate the 
people of Kuchlibari, the fact that 
India will retain its sovereignty over 
the land despite the lease in per¬ 
petuity should set exaggerated fears 
at rest. This was clearly the option 
that was favoured when the earlier 
proposals for a tunnel or an over- 
bridge fell through. 

Some disputed issues are still 
hanging fire. One of these is the mat¬ 
ter of sharing river waters, with Mrs 
Khaleda Zia even saying that her 
government will take it to the UN if 
bilateral talks fail. Since four of the 
major rivers in the region—Ganga, 
Teesta, Brahmaputra and Meghna— 
are involved, the dispute is obviously 
complex, not the least because suffi¬ 
cient data are either not available or 
are not believed by the contending 
parties. 

There is the Chakma problem 
which relate to an ethnic gmup, 
neither Hindu nor Muslim, whi^ 
has been a sequel to the partition anp 
Dhaka's aggressive policy of land 
colonisation in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. The result has been that 
Tripura is burdened by an influx of 
people who are unwilling to return to 
their homeland. 

MAY'92 COMPETITION MASTER W7 


T 


j/ 




THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. What was the overall net 
profit of public enterprises in 1990- 
9P 

Ans. Rs 2,367 74 crore This was 
less by 38 per cent from Rs 3,788 87 
cron? in 1989-90 

Q. On what clay is the Interna¬ 
tional Women's Day celebrated’ 
Ans. March 8 
Q. What IS INS RajalP 
Ans. It IS the naval air station of 
Indian Navy situated at Arakkonam 
near Madras 

Q. Who IS the commanding of¬ 
ficer ol the UN protection force (UN- 
PROFOR) for Yugoslavia’ 

Ans. Gen fJatish Nambiar of In¬ 
dian Army 

Q. What IS the name of the 
newspaper which was for eight 
decades, the official newspaper of 
the former Communist Party of 
Soviet Union and a frosted window 
on the Kremlin Soul’ 

Ans. Rravdn Because of lack of 
funds the publication Ivis been cur- 
tailcKl to }ust three days in a week 
Through the tyranny of Josef Stalin 
to the dwindling of Communist 
power under Mikhail Gorbachov, 
Pravda provided one of the few 
glimpses of official Kremlin think¬ 
ing 

Q. What is "Fco Mark"’ 

Ans. "Fco Mark" is the labelling 
scheme introducc*d m India for any 
product which is environment, 
fnendly from cradle to grave (entire 
life cycle) This implies that the 
product's manufacturing process, 
usage and disposal should not, in 
any way, harm the environment 
The labelling, on the lines of the 
ISI mark, will be granted by the 
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 
The labelbng is voluntary 

With introduction of this labell¬ 
ing scheme India joins environment 
conscious countries such as Ger¬ 
many (Blue Angel), Sweden (White 


Swan), Canada (Eco Logo) and 
japan 

Q. Which day is observed as 
World Disabled Day’ 

Ans. March 15 

Q. Who headed the Tax Reforms 
Committc'e’ 

Ans. Dr Raja J Chelliah 
Q. What price has been fixed for 
wheat of fair average quality for 
1991-92’ 

Ans. Rs 250 per quintal This is 
an incn^ase of Rs 25 over the price 
fixed for 1990-91 

Q. Who has been selected as 
Miss India 1992 to represent in the 
World Beauty Pageant Contest’ 

Ans. Ms Madhu Sapre 
Q. Why has UN put economic 
sanctions against Libya’ 

Ans. For its alleged involvement 
in the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103, 
in December 1988, over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, which killed 270 people 
Bntam, USA and France are asking 
for extradition of the two Libyans to 
USA, for trial, who are suspected to 
be involved in the incidence Libya 
has, so far, refused to hand over the 
two suspects to USA 

Q. Where is the World's Oldest 
Zoo situated’ 

Ans. London 
Q. What IS Tim Bi^/ia’ 

Ans. Tin Btgha is an area in West 
Bengal which, under the Indo- 
Bangladcsh Boundary agreement in 
1974, was to be given to Bangladesh 
on lease in order to enable 
Bangladesh to have access to the 
Dahagram and Angarpota enclaves. 
Recently the two governments 
reached a final agreement and the 
arrangement would come into force 
from June 26,1992 

As per the terms of the agree¬ 
ment the sovereignty over the leased 
area would continue to vest in India. 

Q. What are the highiij^hts of the 
new five-year export-import policy 


(1992-97)’ 

—Trade is free, subject only to a 
negahve list of imports and a 
negative list of exports 
—Stable policy for five years, 1992- 
97 

—Negative import list is smallest 
ever Consumer goods will con¬ 
tinue to be under restraint 
—Special import facilities for hotels 
& tourism industry and for sports 
bcxlies 

—Import of capital goods 

liberalised 

—Second hand capital goods import 
allowed, in some sectors even 
without licence 

—FOU scheme and EPZ scheme 
liberalised 

Q. What average growth target 
has been fixed in the 8th plan’ 

Ans. 5 6 per cent per year for 
next five years, taking 1991-92 as the 
base year 

Q. Which Indian sportyserson 
has been honoured by the (Jhincse 
Sports Journalists Association as one 
of Asia's ten best sportspersons for 
1991’ 

Ans. Shiny Wilson 
Q. What amount of loan has 
been agreed in principle by the 
World Bank to help National Ther¬ 
mal Power Corporation (NTPC) 
build 12 new power projects with an 
aggregate capacity of about 10,000 
MW’ 

Ans. $ 1 billion 

Q. Name the German double 
world sprint champion (women) 
who was involved in the doping 
scandal’ 

Ans. Kratnn Krabbe 
Q. What pier cent increase in the 
import of pietroleum products has 
been jwojected by the end of 8th Plan 
pienod in 1996-97? 

Ans. 58 p>er cent. Imports are 
stated to riSe frettn a level of 10.69 
million tonnes in 1991-92 to 16.91 
million tonnes in 1996-97. 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

UNFPA: The United Nations 
Population Fund. 

UNPROFOR: UN Protection 
Force (for Yugoslavia). 

AWARDS 

Bharat Ratna 

N oted him producer and direc¬ 
tor Mr Satyajit Ray has been con¬ 
ferred with the Bharat Ratm for 
"distinguished and excellent 
services". 

He is the fourth person to be 
honoured with Bharat Ratna in 1*^92. 
The others are. JRD Tata, Subhash 
Chandra Bose (/wsf/mmoi/s/y), and 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad ipo'ithii- 
moiislv). 

Templeton Prize 

T he Rev. Kyung-Chik Han of 
South Korea, founder of the 
world's largest Presbyterian Church, 
has won the 1992 Templeton prize, 
for progress in religion. 

The prize is worth $ one million. 
It was founded in 1972 by Wall Street 
Mutual Fund Manager, John ill. 
Templeton. It is amsidered higher 
than the Nobel prizes in the belief 
that religion is more important. 

Saraswati Samman, 1992 

T he prestigious Sarasxmh Samman 
has been conferred on eminent 
Hindi poet and Litterateur, Dr 
Harivansh Rai Bachchan for the 
fourth part of his autobiography 
Dashdwar Se Sopan Tak published in 
1985. 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla Foundation and carries 
a cash award of Rs 3 lakh and a cita¬ 
tion. 

R.D Birla National Award, 1992 

T he Rameshwardas Birla National 
Award for outstanding research 
work done by an Indian scientist in 
medical and related fields has been 
given to Dr Madhav G. Deo, Chief of 
Canco’ Research Institute at the Tata 


Memonal Centre. He had developed 
the first indigenous anti-leprosy vac¬ 
cine, which even cures the dreaded 
disease. 

Vyas Samman, 1992 

N oted Hindi writer and critic. Dr 
Ram Bilas Sharma, has been 
awarded the first Vyak Samman 
award for his book Bharat Ke Prachm 
Bhasha Parwar aur Hindi which was 
published in three volumes in 1991. 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla Foundation and carries 
a cash award of Rs 1.50 lakh. 

National Film Awards, 1992 

Best Feature Film (Swarna 
Kamal); Agantuk (Bengali), directed 
by Satyajit Ray. The film is about a 
mysterious visitor who plants him¬ 
self in an affluent Bengali family 
thereby sparking off tensions of all 
kinds. 

Best Director Satyajit Ray for his 
film Aganluk. 

Best actor Mohanlal, the 
fiopular Maiayalam cine-star, for his 
role in Bharatham. 

Best actress' Moloya Goswami, 
the talented Assamese actress for her 
work in Fmn^oti. 

Best supporting actor P.L. 
Narayana for his performance in Ya^- 
nyam (Tamil). 

Best supporting actress: San- 
thadevi for her role in Yamanan 
(Maiayalam). 

Best child artist. Santosh Reddy 
for his natural performance as the 
street smart kid in Bhadram Koduko 
(Telegu). 

Indira Gandhi Award for best 
first film of a director Haladhar (As¬ 
samese) directed by Sanjeev 
Hazarika. 

Best playback singer Male: K.J. 
Yesudas for the Maiayalam film 
Bharatham. 

Female: Vani Jayaram for the 
Telugu film Sumthi Ktranam. 


Best music director: Rajat 
Dholakia for Hindi film Dharavi. 

Nargis Dutt Award lor best film 
on national integration: AdiMimansa 
directed by A.K. Bin 

Best film on family welfare: 

Dur^a directed by Basu Chatterji. t 

Special Jury award: Soumitra 
Chatterjee who plays the lead role in 
the Bengali film Antardhan. 

Regional films; Sarothi (As¬ 
samese), Antardhan (Bengali), 
Mysoora Mallige (Kannada), Kadavu 
(Maiayalam), Tara (Oriya), Vanna 
Vanna Pookal (Tamil) and Bhadram 
Koduko (Telegu). 

Oscar Awards, 1992 

T he movie "The Silence of the 
Lambs", a film about a 
psychopath killer, has swept all the 
major Oscars. 

The film won best actress for 
Jodie Foster, best actor for Anthony 
Hopkins, best director for Jonathan 
Demme and the best picture awards. 

Best Picture: The Silence of the 
Lambs; Actor Anthony Hopkins, 
The Silence of the I..ambs; Actress: 
Jodie Foster, The Silence of the 
Lambs, Supporting Actor, jack 
Palance, City Slickers; Supporting 
Actress: Mercedes Ruehl, The Fisher 
King; Director Jonathan Demme, 
The Silence of The Lambs; Original 
screenplay: Gallic Khouri, Thelma 
and Louise. 

Lifetime achievement award: 

Satyajit Ray. 

DEFENCE 

Second indigenously built 
submarine launched 

I NDIA'S second indigenously built 
submarine Shankul was launched 
on March 21, 1992 at Mazagaon 
Docks, Bombay. 

The SSK-type 1500 submarine 
will be commissioned in the Indian 
Navy by the end of 1992 after un¬ 
dergoing extensive harbour and sea 
triak. 
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Naval air unit opens 

T he Indian Navy made a quantum 
jump in anti-submarine warfare 
and long range surveillance on 
March 11, 1992 when the naval air 
station INS RajaU at Arakkonain near 
Madras became operational 

INS RajaU will be the base for the 
Navy's state-of-the-art-TU 142 M 
aircraft which can fly 16 hours 
without refuelling and detect 
through electronic surveillance 
enemy submarines and destroy them 
with its weaf.x>n system. 

The Russian built TU 142 M has a 
cruising speed of 300 nautical miles 
and can fly upto 240 nautical miles 
and back. 

The naval air station has been 
named after Kajali, a bird of the eagle 
family. Equipped with advanced 
landing and communication sys¬ 
tems, the base will be operational 
round the clock. 

The decision to set up the base at 
Arakkonam was taken for two 
strategic reasons—for policing the 
east coast and to avoid the risk of 
basing all naval air units at Goa. 

The foundation stone for the 
base, which had a World War 11 air¬ 
field, was laid by the late Prime Min¬ 
ister Rajiv Gandhi on Nov 12, 1988. 
The base was built at a cost of Rs 86 83 
crore. 

New air defence systems for India 

I NDIA is to acquire new land based 
air defence system from Russia. It 
will include SAM-11 (called Gadfly 
and renamed Gni.ifd) and anti-aircraft 
guns Tanguska. 

Tlu' Gaiiiirt missiles will replace 
Kvadrats (SAM-6). Tanguska is the 
improved version of the anti-aircraft 
guns Shikas (ZSU-23-4). India had 
been totally dependent on the Soviet 
systems for its land-based air 
defence. These included SAM-6, 
SAM-7, SAM-8 and Strella lOM mis¬ 
siles and the anti-aircraft self- 
propelled guns Shikas. 

The Shikas have already been 20 
years in service, while the Kavdrats 
have been in the army's self- 
propelled air-defence groups since 
1974 The replacement for both the 
Kvadrat and ^ilka has been neces¬ 


sitated because the eIc»ctronic warfare 
capability of these systems had been 
compromised in the recent Gulf War 
and also in the 1967 and 1973 West 
Asia wars. 

The SAM-11 missile is a mobile 
system which provides defence 
against high performance aircraft 
and Cruise missiles. Being capable of 
engaging targets upto 14 km altitude, 
in conjunction witn anti-aircraft gun 
Tanguska, they cover the fullc'st ex¬ 
tent of air engagements from land, 
beyond which the air force takes on 

While Gaaga is different from 
Kvadrat, the Tanguska is an 
upgraded version of Shilkn. Tangus¬ 
ka has a digital computer and unlike 
Shilka, its radar is not linked to the 
fire control system and is capable of 
being used independently in the 
search and scan mode. 

PERSONS 

Asimov, Isaac 

I SAAC Asimov, the prolific writer 
of science fact and fiction, who laid 
down the literary laws of how robots 
must behave, died at the age of 72. 

In his second book "1, Robot", 
published in 1950, he had promul¬ 
gated the three laws ot robotics, 
which were: (<i) Robots may not in¬ 
jure a human or, by inaction, allow a 
human to be harmed; (/») Robots must 
obey human orders unless that con¬ 
flicts with the first law; (c) Robots 
must protect their own existence un¬ 
less that conflicts with the first two 
laws. 

In hundreds of books of science 
fact, Mr Asimov was a master ex¬ 
plainer of the abstruse and compli¬ 
cated. He could put an intelligent but 
ignorant reader at ease with every¬ 
thing from the mysteries of mathe¬ 
matics to the keys to the genetic code. 

He was bom in Petrovichi in the 
Soviet Union on January 2,1920, and 
brought to USA when he was three. 
He earned advanced degrees in 
Chemistry from Columbia Univer¬ 
sity. 

Begin, Menachem 

F ormer Prime Minister of Israel 
who had shared a Nobel Prize for 
making peace with Egypt, Mr 
Menachem Wolfowich Begin died on 


March 9,1992 at the age of 78. 

Mr Begin had helped found the 
Jewish State of Israel and later be¬ 
came its first right wing Prime Mini¬ 
ster. He was a militant Zionist from 
his youth in Poland. During World 
War II he niade his way to Palestine 
where he led an underground war 
against British colonial authorities. 

During his six year term as Prime 
Minister of Israel, he signed a peace 
treaty with Egypt, led the Israeli in¬ 
vasion of Lebanon and encouraged 
Jewish settlements in territories 
.seized from Arab countries during 
the 1967 six-day war. 

Dhillon, G.S. 

F ormer Lok Sabha speaker and a 
Union Minister, Mr Gurdial Singh 
Dhillon died at the age ot 78. 

A snare and sober parliamen¬ 
tarian, Mr Dhillon held the post of the 
Lok Sabha Speaker twice. He was 
clexted to the high office first in 1969 
when he became the youngest 
Speaker at the age of 54. 1 le was re¬ 
elected Speaker after the 1971 general 
elections. 

He was born on August 6, 1915 at 
Panjwar village in Amritsar district 
of Punjab. After taking his la w degrex? 
from the University Law College, 
Lahore, he jomcxl the army as a Com¬ 
missioned Officer. He took an active 
part in the freedom struggle. 

Ray, Satyajit 

R enowned film-maker, Satyajit 
Ray has been in the news for 
receiving the special Oscar award for 
life-time achievement, the Bharat 
Ratm and the award for best director 
of the 1992 National Awards. 

Mr Riiy is the first Indian film 
maker to be honoured with the pres¬ 
tigious Oscar award. 

He was born in Calcutta on May 
2,1921 and made his debut in the film 
world in 1955 with Father Panchali, 
which instantly became an all-time 
great of Indian cinema. In 1978 he 
was conferred an honorary doctorate 
by Oxford University, thus becoming 
the first film-maker to be honoured 
by the distinguished centre of learn¬ 
ing. * 

He has also distinguished hjm- 
self as a music composer, a writer of 
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children's stories and detective fic¬ 
tion and as a painter. 

All his films except Shatnvij Kc 
Kliiladi were made in Bengali. 

Raza, Rahi Masoom 

ELL known Urdu Poet Rahi 
Mascx)m Raza died on March 
15, 1992 at the age of 64. He was a 
distinguished scholar in linguistics in 
which he had done his doctorate 
from the Aligarh Muslim University. 
He had written dialogues and screen¬ 
plays for more than 300 films and 
tele-serials. He was associated with 
the popular TV serial Mahnbfiamt as 
its dialogue writer and was also the 
moving spirit behind the project. 

Some of the films he wrote for 
included Main Tiihi Ten* Altaian Ki, 
Tmiuitf, Aiiillia Kaiwoit and Iniuuif Ki 
Dex't. 

PLACES 

Mauritius 

AUKITIUS, the Indian Ocean is¬ 
land nation, became a republic 
on March 12, 1992 amid colourful 
ceremonies and celebrations. The for¬ 
mal links with the Brdish Crown 
came to an end when Governor 
General Veeraswamy Ringadex) was 
administered a new oath of office to 
become the first President of the 
Republic. 

Mauritius, an uninhabited vol¬ 
canic island near Madagascar, was 
known to the Arab travellers, but it 
was rediscovered by the Portuguese 
sailors in 1507. It was occupied by the 
Dutch between 1598 and 1710 who 
introduced sugarcane, African slave 
workers and human settlements. 
Later they abandoned it due to 
economic problems. 

The French ocaipied it between 
1715 and 1810 and made it their 
colony. Subsequently, it came into 
British possession. 

Nearly 72 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion of Mauritius is of Indian origin. 

PROJECTS 

'Project Elephant' launched 

HE Centre has launched a riiulti- 
Crore rupee country-wide 
programme for protection and con¬ 
servation of the elephant—the much- 
Iqved animal, celebrated in popular 
folklore. 


A sum of Rs 83 lakh has already 
been released to the States under the 
programme and a few crore Rupees 
more are expected to be disbursed 
during the 1992-93 financial year. 

Entitled 'Project elephant', the 
programme is designed on the lines 
of its internationally acclaimed 
predecessor 'Project tiger' and will 
continue throughout the eighth plan 
period and probably be extended 
into the ninth plan as well. 

Though the programme contains 
all the salient features of project tiger, 
there were several radical departures 
from the latter. Unlike project tiger, 
the elephant project will focus on 
solving problems of humans and 
elephants competing to share the 
same habitat. 

Besides, the new project is not 
designed to save the animal from ex¬ 
tinction. The population of elephant, 
which is estimated lietween 17,000 
and 22,000, has registered an eight to 
ten per cent inco'ase over the past 
decade. The elephants also do not 
face any serious threat from the 
poachers as such. 

The ten s.Uient features of 'project 
elephant' are: 

—protection of all the viable popula¬ 
tions and their habitats, 

—providing corridors linking dif¬ 
ferent parts of the composite 
elephant range, 

—improving the quality of life of the 
people living in the fringe areas 
through appropriate eco-devclop- 
ment programmes so that their de¬ 
pendence on forests is minimised, 
—eradication of weeds like mikemii 
and lartfana and augmenting the 
number of fodder trees through ap¬ 
propriate plantation programmes, 
—mitigating the proolems being 
caused by the isolated populations 
of elephants to the local people, 

—compensating people for toss of 
life and property caused by the 
elephants, 

—strengthening of anti-poaching in¬ 
frastructure, 

—improved veterinary care and im¬ 
munisation of domestic live-stock 
against communicable diseases, 

—restoring the feeling of compassion 
towards elephants through educa¬ 
tion campaign and extension 
programmes, and 

—scientific research on various 


aspects of management of 
elephants and their habitats. 

MISCELLANY 

Medical Science new subject for 
Civil Services exam 

EDICAL Science is to be intro¬ 
duced as one of the optional 
subjects in the Civil Services ex¬ 
aminations conducted by the Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC) 
with effect from 1993. 

This is in acceptance of a recom¬ 
mendation made in the rept^rt of the 
Professor Satish Chandra Commit¬ 
tee, set up by the UPSC to review the 
present scheme of Civil Services ex¬ 
aminations. The committee had beisi 
set up in pursuance of a report of the 
estimates committee of the Seventh 
U)k Sabha. The government has also 
accepted a recommendation that doc¬ 
tors and engineers should continue to > 
be eligible for the examination. 
Antarctica flowers under Indian 
hands 

NDIAN scientists grew flowers 
and vegetables on the Antarctica 
and even got bumper crops of 
cucumber and tomato tor the first 
time on the icy continent. 

Colourful carnations, geraniums, 
phlox and pentunias bloomed in spe¬ 
cially constructed greenhouses, 
while tomatoes, cucumbers and 
green leafy vegetable sprouted 
thanks to a new technique of cultiva¬ 
tion developed by the Defence 
Agricultural Research Laboratory 
(DARL), at Almora, Uttar Pradesh. 

DARL scientists, who were part 
of the 10th Indian expedition to the 
Antarctica, pioneered the "protected 
cultivation" method to grow crops in 
the cold climate of the continent that 
is normally hostile to all plant 
growth. 

In the new technique, the climate 
required for plant growth is 
generated inside a greenhouse with 
controlled temperature, humidity, 
light carbon dioxide, plant nutrition 
and root environment. 

The greenhouse was designed by 
the research and development estab¬ 
lishment in Pune, which like DARL, 
is a laboratory under the Defence Re¬ 
search and Development Organisa¬ 
tion (DfeDO). 
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SPORTS 

ARCHERY 

14th Senior National 
Championship 

International Archer Limba Ram of 
Rajasthan retained the gold medal, 
securing .117 points, m the men's 
section of the individual grand FITA 
final of the 14th senior national 
archery championship held at JRD 
Tata Sports Complex in Jamshedpur. 

His compatriot Dhulchand 
Domar with 3(M points secured the 
second spot via the tie-breaker 
against Kerala's Mukundan who 
alw) bagged 304 points. 

In the women's category, 
l.uimaoia Hunagyo of Manipur be¬ 
came the new national champion 
seairing 318 ptiints in the grand 
FITA final. Vesho/olu Shuro of 
Nagaland with 311 points won the 
silver medal while Renuka Roy of 
Bihar was in the third spot with 
304 points 

ATHLETICS 

31st Open National 
Championship 

^A^omen from the Railways 
retained the team championship 
with a whopping tally of 120 points, 
while the Food Corporation of India 
(42) and Life Insurance Corporation 
(41) finished second and third. 

In the men's section Services 
with 157 points overthrew Railways 
(107), to bag the top slot. Indian 
Police finished a close third with 
101 points 

The meet was held at Bombay. 

30th Inter-State National 
Championship 

ICerala, who had the richest haul 
of 11 golds,'seven silvers and seven 
bronze medals in the championship, 
regained the overall championship 
with an aggregate of 176.S points, 
followed by Tamil Nadu with 116 
points. To complete the domination 
of southern States, Karnataka took 
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the third spot with 112.5 points. 

The meet was held at 
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala. 

BADMINTON 

All-England championship 

International Badminton Federation 
President Arthur Jones issued a 
warning to countries planning to 
manipulate the world ranking sys¬ 
tem for Olympic purposes amid 
speculation that China had played 
as a team at the All-England cham¬ 
pionships. 

The speculation arose after 
world champion Zhao Jianhua had 
lost in straight games to teammate 
Liu Jun 15-13, 15-13, in the men's 
final, a victory which is likely to 
secure Liu an Olympic place 

The women's singles final was 
also controversial as world cham¬ 
pion Tang Jiuhong clashed several 
times with the Norwegian umpire 
Rune Hansen for service receiver 
faults and for twice refusing her 
time to towel down. Tang however 
won 9-12, 12-10, 11-1 against South 
Korean Bang Soo-Hyun. 

China also captured the 
women's doubles title, although 
there was another suiprise in that 
all-Chinese final as well with world 
champions Guan Weizhen and 
Nong Qunhua being edged out 18- 
14, 18-17 by Lin Yanfen and Yao 
Fen, the joint third seeds. 

Rudy Cunanwan and Eddy 
Hartono became the first Indonesian 
men's doubles winners for eight 
years. 

Thomas Lund and Pernille 
Dupont lifted Denmark's first All- 
England mixed doubles title since 
19 ^. 

BASKETBALL 

Asian women's championship 

China, South Korea and Japan 
grabbed the first three positions at 
the Asian women's basket|>all cham¬ 
pionship held at Seoul, South Korea. 


Defending champions China 
beat hosts South Korea to win the 
championship with an unbeaten 
record of seven wins. 

South Korej came in second 
with a record of five wins against 
two defeats. 

India, who recorded a solitary 
win against lowly Sri Lanka, 
finished sixth. Hong Kong were fifth 
and Sri Hnnka went winless. 

BRIDGE 

Kilachand Cup 

India's largest ever prize money 
tournament, the first Seth Tulsidas 
Kilachand Gold Cup, was annexed 
by the Rajhans team, a Bombay- 
Pune combine. 

The tournament was dedicated 
to the late Sanj.iy Rajhans, who 
recently expired within a month of 
winning his first national title, the 
Holkar Open. The Rajhans team 
compnsed Pramod Samant (Capt), 
R. Sridharan, Balu Ukidave, Ashok 
and Suhas Vaidya. 

BOXING 

World Bantamweight title 
American Edde Cook captured the 
World Boxing Association (WBA) 
bantamweight championship by 
knocking out champion Israel Con¬ 
treras of Vene/ucla in the fifth 
round. The championship was held 
in Las Vegas, USA. 

CHESS 

29th National championship . 
Pravin Mahadev Thipsay emerged 
the new national champion on a 
day when backbenchers, R. 
Bafasubramaniam and K.L. Dave, 
scored stunning victories over in¬ 
ternational masters, D.V. Prasad, 
and Ravi Hegde while N. Sudhakar 
Babu became India's 13th interna¬ 
tional master in the 29th national 
chess championship which ended 
in Patna on March 16, 1992. 

This was the fifth occasion that 



Thipsay has won the national 'A' 
title. 

10th Linares International 
championship 

Garri Kasparov of Russia defeated 
Yugoslav Ljubomir Ljubojevic in the 
last match of the 10th Linares In¬ 
ternational Chess Tournament to 
win the title for the second time 
in three years. 

Gra^master Viswanathan 
Anand of India defeated Alexander 
Beliavsky of Spain in 38 moves in 
the thirteenth and final round of 
the tournament to finish fifth. 

CRICKET 


World Cup 

Veterans Imran Khan and Javed 
Miandad combined to lift Pakistan 
to a 22-run victory over England 
in the World Cup final at the Mel¬ 
bourne Cricket Ground, Australia. 

The duo—the only players to 
have played in all five World Cup 
tournaments—^picked up Pakistan's 
run-rate and combined in a brilliant 
third-wicket stand of 139. 

Pakistan made 249'.for six wick¬ 
ets in 50 overs and dismissed 
England for 227 with four balls 
remaining to win the Cup for the 
first time. 

England were the beaten 
finalists for the third time. 

Earlier in the first semi-final 
Pakistan pulled off a dramatic four- 
wicket victory over New Zealand 
at Auckland to reach the final of 
the cricket world Cup for the first 
time. 

In the second semi-final 
England advanced to world Cup 
cricket final in controversial cir¬ 
cumstances as rain ruined South 
Africa's desperate run chase. 

In a chaotic finish South Africa's 
run target was amended from 22 
off 13 balls to 21 off one ball, 
drawing outrage from the 28,410 
Sydney Cricket Ground crowd, ^in 
began to drizzle in the 43rd over 
with South Africa chasing England's 
252 for six off 45 overs. 

Crowe named man of the 
series: New Zealand captain Martin 
Crowe was named as the cricket 
World Cup's man of the series, 
winning a Nissan sports car. 

The prize was determined by I 


a panel of cricket experts who voted 
alter each game. 

Ranji Trophy 

Delhi expectedly won their sixth 
Ranji Trophy title when they beat 
'Tamil Nadu by virtue of their 83-run 
first innings lead, the five-day final 
ending in a tame draw at Kotla in 
New Delhi 

Ajay Sharma, whose first in¬ 
nings knwk of 175 went a long 
way in the home team getting past 
the 500-run mark, was named the 
Charminar challenge 'man of the 
match' and awarded Rs 15,000. 
Vengsarkar quits first class 
cricket 

Dilip Balwant Vengsarkar, the tall 
and elegant middle-order batsman 
who is next only to Sunil Gavaskar 
in the Test run-getter's hst from 
India bid adieu to first class and 
international cricket on March 17, 
1992 after an illustrious career span¬ 
ning 18 years. 

The 35-year-old former Indian 
skipwr had scored 6868 runs in 
116 Tests which included 17 cen¬ 
turies since his debut against New 
Zealand in 1976. 

FOOTBALL 

48th National Championship 

Nearly two decades after Kerala 
won the Santosh Trophy for the 
first time at Ernakulam in 1973, 
they regained it in the Lifebuoy- 
sponsored 48th national fwitball 
championship at the Nehru Stadium 
in Coimbatore. 

Kerala defeated Goa 3-0 in the 
final. For Goa this was the second 
loss in five appearances in the final. 

GOLF 

Indian Open championship 

Stewart Ginn of Australia won the 
Indian Open Golf Championship 
when he returned a card of par 73 
to total eight under 284 at the end 
of the fourth round at the Royal 
Calcutta golf club course. 

Ginn bagged a purse of $ 24,990 
as prize money. 

HOCKEY 

16th Indira Gold Cup 

Central Reserve Police Force 
defeated Border Security Fjorce, 2-0, 


to lift the 16th Indira Gold Cup 
hockey tournament held in jammu. 

Lai Bahadur Shastri tournament 

Namdhari XI beat Northern Rail¬ 
way to clinch the title in the All 
India Lai Bahadur Shastri hockey 
tournament held at Shivaji Stadium, 
New Delhi. 

TENNIS 

International players 
Championships 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario lured 
Gabnela Sabatini into a duel from 
the baseline and then withstood the 
Argentine's late charges for a 6-1, 
6-4 victory in the women's final at 
the International players champion- 
.ships. 

Courier loses No. 1 ranking 

An off-form )im Courier lost his 
world number one ranking when 
he fell to Michael Chang in the 
semi finals of the 2.8 million dollar 
Lipton international Players Chath- 
pionships. 

Courier, the tournament's 
defending champion, needed to 
reach the final to retain his number 
one ranking but instead lost to his 
fellow American 6-2, 6-4 to put 
Sweden's Stefan Edberg back in the 
top spot. 

Indian Open Championship 

Second st'cd and five-time National 
champion Zeeshan Ali (Calcutta) 
and unseeded Aradhana Reddy 
(Tamil Nadu) won the men's and 
women's singles titles, respectively, 
of the Standard Chartered Indian 
Open tennis championship. 

Men's doubles; Enrico Piperno 
and Adam Malik. 

Women's doubles: Aradhana 
Reddy and Aradhana Laxman. 

VOLLEYBALL 

14th Federation Cup 

A/Iaharashtra women lifted the In¬ 
dira Pradhan Cup, winning the 14th 
Federation Cup Volleyball Tourna¬ 
ment. 

Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra 
tied with three wins in the four 
league outings, but Maharashtra, 
who had a better set quotient, were 
declared winners. 
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WHO’S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Pict u’ Beiej^ovin/ i io h<is been ap¬ 
pointed Prime Minister of France 
Fdiiard ShcLundirndzi I lie former 
Soviet Foreign Minister, he has been 
chosen to head the newly created 
Georgian State Coinuil vvtiich is to 
be the top political body of the 
republic till pailiamontarv elections 
are held 

P} Patti I He has been ap¬ 
pointed Prime Minister of Jamaica 
Ctihuil Siiniliiiida Kiaprayoon 
He has been appointed Prime Mini¬ 
ster of Thailand 

(tsLiii dt La Puente He has been 
appointed Prime Ministei of Pern 
RK Itoundia ’^in^h He has 
been appointed Chief Minister of 
Manipur 

Dipanhr Pia'^ad Giijda He has 
been appointed as the Solicitor 
General of India 

Hiid/iir Itikaraiti Deiutie He has 
been appointed as Ambassador of 
India to Ukraine He is also concur¬ 
rently accredited as the Ambassador 
ot India to Georgia 

Dalip Mehta He has been ap- 
ointed Ambassador of India to Uz- 
ekistan He has also been 
concurrently accredited as Ambas¬ 
sador of Inclia to Turkmenistan 

Resigned 

Mis Edith Cie'^wn Prime Mini¬ 
ster of France 


Vili-on Ahmeti Prime Minister of 
Albania 

Madhav^inh Soianki Minister for 
External Affairs of India 

Distinguished Visitors 

Leonid Kiaochiik President of 
Ukraine 

AsAiir Akaiv President of Kyr 
ghu/stan 

Nnui/en Manh Cam Foreign Min¬ 
ister of Vietnam 

Lee H'yiin Loon^ Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister tor Trade and 
Industry, Singapore 

Alain Vivien Minister of State 
for External Affairs, France 

Ms 0( uih beapaul Speaker of the 
House of Representatives ot 
Trinidad and Tobago 

Federito Mayor Director- 
General of UNESCO 

Died 

US Dhillon The former Speaker 
of Lok Sabha He was 78 

Di Rahi Masoom Raza Well 
known short story and script writer 
of Hindi films 1 le was 64 

Ay/ifl, jaaii Bai}^ The famous 
Hindi film comedian 

Shriyani, Pia-iad Jam Noted in¬ 
dustrialist and philanthropist He 
was 84 

/sflflc Asimov The prolific writer 
of science fact and fiction He was 
72 


EVENTS 


MARCH 

n—Fifteen top officials of the In¬ 
dian Acrylic I imited are shot 
dead by militants in Sangrur 
111 Punjab 

12—Mauribus, the Indian Ocean is¬ 
land nation becomes a republic 

—^The Felugu Desam Parliamen¬ 
tary Party in the Lok Sabha for¬ 
mally splits 

14—More than 1000 people are 
killed as earthquake hits eastern 
Turkey 
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—Mihtants kill twenty persons in 
Ludhiana, Punjab 

17— Whites vote m a referendum 
on ending three centuries of 
white rule in South Africa 

—Lok Sabha j^asses the rail budget 
after the cut-motions are 
defeated 

18— South African whites vote over¬ 
whelmingly in favour of Presi¬ 
dent FW de Klerk's political 
reforms aimed at dismantling 
apartheid and establishing 
majority rule. 


26 — Row over Tin Bi^ha area with 
Bangladesh is resolved 

27 — The Nagaland Governor, Dr 
M M Thomas, dissolves the As¬ 
sembly at the recommendation 
of the Chief Minister, Mr 
Vamu/o 

30— Pakistan crackdown foils JKLF 
bid to cross Line of Control 
into Kashmir 

31— The United Nations Security 
Council vote<j to impose trade 
sanctions and an arms embargo 
on Libya for failing to suirender 
suspects in the terrorist bomb¬ 
ing of two commercial jetliners 
rhe vote was 10 to 0 with five 
abstentions Nine votes were 
needed for passage 

—The Minister tor Fxternal Aftaiis 
of India, Mr Madhavsinh 
Solanki, resigns following char¬ 
ges that he had sought to in¬ 
fluence the Bofois scandal piobe 
by handing over a memoian- 
dum to the Swiss Foreign Mini¬ 
ster during a rc‘cenl visit to 
Switzerland 

APRIL 

1— Armv resumes operation 
against a section of ULFA 
militants in Assam 

—Eighth Five Year Plan (I992-S7) 
gels underway 

3— Centre clamps President's lulc 
in Nagaland 

4— The U N sponsored Farlh 
Summit talks, held in Brazil, 
fail 

5— Italy goes to polls 

7— President of Peru, Mr A 
Fujimori, suspends the constitu¬ 
tion and dissolves the congress 
in a move, he said, was needed 
to halt Peru's slide into chaos 

8— A new Ministry, led by the 
Congress I Legislature leader, 
Mr R K Dorendra Singh, is 
sworn-in ending three months 
of President's rule in Manipur 

—PLO Chief Yasser Arafat sur¬ 
vives plane crash in the 
southern Libyan desert in a 
howling sandstorm 

9— Heavy turnout is reported in 
UK polls 




OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. What is the least number which when divided by 
2, 3,4,5 or 6 leaves a remainder 1? 

(a) 59 (b) 60 *(c) 61 id) 121 

ie) None of these 

2. By what should 12348 be multiplied in order to 
make it a perfect square? 

(rt) 3 (b) 7 (c) 11 id) 13 

(e) None of these 

43. 12 men or 24 women can do a piece of work in 28 
days. I low long will 15 men and 12 women take to do that 
work? 


(a) 12 days ib) 14 days (c) 16 days 

id) 20 days (c) None of these 

4. 4 men earn as much as 5 women and 3 women 
earn as much as 8 boys. It 6 boys earn Rs 36 daily, what are 
the daily wages of a man? 

is) 20 ih) 22 ic) 24 id) 25 

ie) None of these 

5. In an enclosure of a Zoo there are some rabbits 
and pigeons. If their lie&ds are counted they are 90 while 
their legs are 224. Find the number of pigeons. 

in) 22 ib) 44 ic) 34 68 

(f) None ot these 

6. A bega n business with Rs 4200 a nd is joined after- 
wards by B with Rs 7200. When did B join if the profits at 
the end ot the year are divided equally? 

in) 5 months ih)y7 months ic) 8 months 
id) 4 months ie) None of these 


7. A and B finish a piece of work in 4 days, B and C 
do the same in 6 days and A, B and C complete it in 3 days. 
In how many days will A and C finish the work? 

*ia) 4 ib) 5 ic) 6 id) 7 

ie) None of these 

8. 24 is 60% of: 


(fl) 30 »(W 40 (f) 50 id) 60 

None of these 

^ The mean proportional of 0.25 and .01 is: 


ia) .02 ib) .05 ic) .8 id) 5 

ic) None of these 

10. The average of the following six numbers is 8. 
Find the missing number. 

5,4,7,7,11,13 

ia) 14 ib) 12 (c) 10 fl6 8 

ie) None of these 

11. What % is 13 of 20? 

66 ib) 75 ic) 85 id) 95 

ie) None of these 

12. A clerk saves 20% of his monthly salary. If on 
account of the dearness of things he is to increase his 


monthly expenses by 20%, he is able to save only Rs 60 per 
month. What is his monthly salary? 

in) 500 ib) 1000’ ie1 1500 id) 2000 
(c) Noneofthe.se 

13. The compound interest on a certain sum for 2 < 
years is Rs 40.80 and the simple interest is Rs 40. Find the 
sum. 


^ia) Rs500 ib) Rs400 ic) Rs300 id) Rs450 
ie) None of these 

14. A man lends Rs 1000 in four sums. If he gets 3% 

for Rs 200, 3 ^% for Rs 400 and 5% for Rs 250, what per 

cent must he get tor the remainder, if his average interest 
is Rs 3.85 per cent? 

ia) 5% #) 4% (c) 6% id) 4.5% 

ie) None of these 

15. Two men undertake to do a piece of work for Rs • 
200. One alone can do it in 6 days, the other in 8 days. With 
the help of a boy they finish it in 3 days. How much is the 
share of the boy? 

in) Rs45 ib) Rs40 (c) Rs30 id) Rs 25 

ie) None of these 

16. What decimal fraction of 3 kilometres is 75 
metres? 


•ia) .0025 ib) .05 (c) .25 id) .225 

ie) None of these 

17 What IS the least nu inber by which 8400 should be 
multiplied .so that the product may be a perfect square? 
ia) 3 ib) 5 ic) 7 id) 21 

ie) None of these 

18. The rate ot 7 metres of cloth is Rs 29.05, then the 
cost of 5 metres of cloth is: 


in) 20.75 ib) 21.75 ic) 21.25 id) 19.75 
((’) None of these 


19. In a reinvestment plan of 96 montlts Rs 100 be¬ 
comes Rs 238.23. If a man desires to have Rs one lac after 
8 years for investment in his house, how much he should 
deposit right now? 

ia) Rs 61941.03 ib) Rs 5194.03 ic) Rs 41941.03 
id) Rs 31941.03 ie) None of these 

20. 30 grams is what fraction of 1 kg? 


ia) 


100 


30_ 

^ liioo 


ic) 


100 

'30' 


id) 


1000 

30 


(c) None of these 

21. What will be the area of a square flower bed 
which has one side of 25 cm? 


ia) 25x2 ems ib) j sq ems ic) (25)" sq ems 
id) 25^ ems ie) None of these 
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22. What will be the depth of a cubic tank if its 
volume IS 729 cubic metre? 

(a) 9 m (W 27 m (c) 81 m (d) 118 m 

(c) None of these 

23. Rs 15 is what percentage of a sum of Rs 375? 

(a) 1% (W 4% (c) (d) 8% 

(e) None of these 

24. Theaverageageofthreeboysis 15yearsandtheir 
ag^ are in proportion 3:5:7. What is the age in years of 
the youngest boy? 

(a) 21 (b) 18 (c) 15 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 

25. Viney took a loan for 6 years at the rate of 5% p.a. 
simple interest. If the total interest paid was Rs 1230, find 
the principal. 

(a) Rs4100 (W Rs5330 (c) Rs5000 

(d) Rs4920 (e) None of these 

26. By how much is four-fifth of 70 lesser than five- 
seventh of 112? 

(a) 42 (« 22 (c) 24 (d) 40 

(e) None of these 

27. If 12 men do a work in 80 days, in how many days 
will 16 men do it? 

(a) 20 (W 60 (c) 50 (d) 24 

(e) None of these 

28. The average of my marks in 7 subjects is 68. My 
average in 6 subjects excluding Qvics is TQ. How many 
marks did 1 get in Civics? 

(a) 82 (b) 68 (c) 60 (d) 58 

(e) None of these 

29. The number of school admission for computer 
course is increased by 15% every year. If the number of 
studoits in 1987 is 800, what is the expected number of 
students in 1989? 

(a) 920 (W 1058 (c) 1040 (d) 1178 

(e) None of these 

30. Ram and Sham together have Rs 121 with them. 
If one-third of Ram's amount equals two-fifths erf Sham, 
how much amount does Sham have? 

(a) Rs66 (W Rs62 (c) Rs26 (d) Rs55 
(e) None of these 

31. 330x42-K15 = ? 

(a) 924 (W 7260 (c) 4950 (d) 118 

(e) None of these 

32. 162.498-? = 69.3 75 

(a) 93.198 (b) 87.498 (c) 144.30 

(d) 18.198 (e) None of these 

30. 37 is divided into two parts. The first part is 
multiplied by 5 and the second part is multiplied by 11. 
Then the total is 227. What is the first number? 

(a) 30 (W 7 ifO 23 (d) 24 

(e) None of these 

34. A train travels at a speed of 36 km/h. The tength 
of the train is 100 metres. How much time it wffl take the 
train to cross a tetephone pole? 

(a) 59e< (b) lOsec (c) 8sec (d) lOOsec 

(e) None of these 

m MAvae competition master 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) 2. m 3. (c) 4. (a) 

5. (d) Let aD be pigeons. Their legs = 90x2 = 180 

Actual legs = 224, Difference = 224 -180 = 44 
Difference between the legs of a rabbit and that 
o|i« p^eon = 4 - 2 = 2 
If difiereiKe is rabbit s 1 

If difference is 44 then rabbits = | x 44 = 22 

HetKe pigeons = 90- 22 = 68 

6. Ca) • 


7. (a) A's one day's work = 1-7 = 7 

3 6 6 

C's one day's work ® 3 ~ 4 “ 

(A-t-O'soneda/swork*! -f ^ 

Hence A and C will do the wtxk in 4 days 

8. (b) 

9. (b) 

10. (d) 

11. (a) 

12. (c) 

13. (a) C.Lfor2years = Rs20-»-Rs20.80 

S.L for2 years = Rs 20 + Rs 20.00 
Difference = Rs 0.80 


iNow Ks U.I1U IS :>J. on Ks zu tor one year 

. „ . SJ.xlOO fiOxlOO _ 
Rate = - r ; - ;7 - or 7 7 7 - ' =4% 


PxT 
Hence Principal 


20x1 

SJ.X 100 40x100 

-or- 


RxT 


4x2 


= Rs500 


14. (b) 


15. (d) Two men's one day's work = 


1 1 
6*8 


T_ 

24 


IW0 men's and tx^s one day's work 

1 7 

Bo/s one day's ^wk®--— 


1 

3 

± 

24 


Ratio (rf the three's one day's work 

= — ■ * • ““ or 4 • 3 * 1 
6-8-24"^*^*^ 


Boy's share = 1X 200 » Rs 25 

O 


16. (e) .025 

17. (d) 

18. (a) 

. 19. (c) 

20. (b) 

21. (c) 

22. (a) 

23. (b) 

24. «) 

25. (a) 

26. (c) 

27. (b) 

28. (a) 56 


29. (b) 


30. (d) 


31. (fl) 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


The questions given in this future 
have been specifically framed for the 
benefit of candidates opting for “His¬ 
tory^ as their optional subject in the 
forthcoming I.A.S. examination. 

These questions have been prepared 
after tlmrough study of history books by 
xuell-knaion authors covering the period 
from Ancient India to the present day. 

The study of these questions will be 
found useful for other administrative ser¬ 
vices examinations aS well. 

HISTORY 

1. The advent of the 16th cen¬ 
tury marks the beginning of the three 
new forces in India. The first of these 
forces was: 

(a) the religious revival or the 
so-called Bhakti Move¬ 
ment 

(W the discover of the sea- 
route to India' by Vasco da 
Gama, and the consequent 
advent of the European na¬ 
tions in the countiy 

(c) the beginning of the 
Mughal rule at Delhi 

(d) None of these 

2. Kabir, whose origin is 
shrouded in mystery, was a disciple 
of: 

(a) Ramanuja 

(h) Rama Nand 

(c) Chaitanya 

(d) TukaRam 

3. The year 1498 is a landmark 
in world history because: 

(a) it transformed the relations 
between the East and the 
West 

(b) it brought India into con¬ 
tact with the renaissant 
western world 

(c) the history of moden com¬ 
merce in India began after 
this date 

(d) Portugal, which looked 
upon India as "a second 
Peru", thought of estab¬ 
lishing a dominion in India 

(e) All the above statements 
arecoi'rect 

4. The kingdom of Vijaynagar 


was found in the extreme south in 
India in 1336 by two brothers Hari 
Har and Bukka in the reign of: 

(a) MuzaffarShah-lI 

(b) Firoz Shah Tughlak 

(c) Mohd-bin-Tu^lak 

(d) Ibrahim Ixxllu 

5. Babar won a decisive victoiy 
over Ibrahim Lodhi in the first battle 
of Panipat (1526) because: 

(a) he had a numerous force 
numbering more than one 
lakh men 

(b) he had superior strategy 
and generalship and the 
use or artillery for the first 
time in India 

(c) he went to the battle hur¬ 
riedly with a sudden at¬ 
tack 

(d) None of these 

6. The battle of Kanwah (1527), 
one of the decisive battles of Indian 
history, resulted in the: 

(a) establishment of Hindu 
Empire by Rana Sanga 

(b) reclaiming of Kalpi, Dhol- 
pur, Biyana and Agra (all 
of which had been oc¬ 
cupied by Babar) by Rana 
Sanga 

(c) defeat of the powerful Raj¬ 
put confederacy by Babar 

(d) None of these 

7. Which of the following is 
NOT correct? 

(a) The Mughal rule came to 
an end after the second 
battle of Panipat (1556) 
and the Afghan rule began 
instead 

(b) The second battle of 
Panipat made Akbar the 
king of Agra, Delhi and the 
adjoining districts 

(c) The victory of Akbar in the 
second battle of Panipat 
frustrated all the hopes of 
the Hindus to establish 
their own rule in India 

(d) The second battle of 
Panipat esteblished the im¬ 
portance of Akbar as an 
’^'able general" at his young 

(e) T^e Afghan rule came to an 


Old after the second battle 
of Panipat and the Mughal 
'' rule begtm instead 

8. The Mansabdari systrni was 
introduced by: 

(a) Barar 

ib) SherShah 
^ Akbar 

(d) Humayun 

9. IblsiDass, the authored Ram 
Charit Manas, was one of the greatest 
Hindi poets in the days ofi 

(ft) Shahjdian 

(b) Aurangzeb 

(c) Chandrampta-II 
jid) Akbar 

(e) None of these 

10. Who translated Babar’s \ 
Memoirs from Tbrki to Persian? 

(a) Tardi Beg 

(b) Abdur Rahim Khan-i- 
Khanan 

(c) MunimKhan 

(d) Bairam Khan 

11. Guru Arjan Dev was ex¬ 
ecuted by jahangir in 1605 on per¬ 
suasion of: 

(a) Prince Khusro 

(b) ChanduShah 

(c) ManSngh 

(d) AsafKhan 


12. The name of the first hus- ^ 

band of Nur Jahan was: ^ 

(a) Sher Afghan 

(b) Kutub-ud-Chn Koka 

(c) Kishwar Khan 

(d) Jahangir 

13. Which one of the following is 
NOT correct? 

(a) Nurjahan, after her mar¬ 
riage with Jahangir, was 
the real power behind the 
throne 

(b) She reduced her husband 
(Jahangir) to the position 

of a puppet in her hands < i 

(c) She desired to place ^lah- 

3 ^ar, her son-in-law, (Her 
aughter Ladli Begum was 
from her first husband) 
upon the throne after 
J^ngir 

(d) Nurjanan, the daughter of 
Mirza Ghyas, was a 
llirkish ty birth 
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14. WhkhisNOTTl^llE? 

(a) Malik Ambar, an Abys¬ 
sinian minister of Ahmed- 
nagar, was the first man 
who trained the Marathas 
(in the Afttncdnagar army) 
in their famous guerilla 
method of wai tare 

(b) He was one of the greatest 
generals and statesmen of 
mediaeval India 

(c) He was a favourite of Nur¬ 
ia han 

(rf) He organised a fresh 
1 revenue system more or 
less on the lines of Todar 
Mai 

(e) None of these 

15. The kingdom of Mewar 
which had been defying the Mughal 
authority since the days of Babar, was 
conquered in the days of: 

(a) Akbar 
(l>) Jahangir 

(c) Shahj^an 

(rf) Sher Shah Sun 

16. The real name of Shahjahan 

Prince Khurrum 

(b) Prince Khusro 

(c) Prince Parvez 

(d) Shahryar 

(e) Prince Dara 

17. Arjumand Banu Begum, 
daughter of Asaf Khan, was also 
known as: 

(a) Nurjahan 

(b) Jahanara 

(r) Mumtaz Mahal/ 

(d) Roshanara 

18. Who among the sons of 
Mughal Emperor Shahjahan, trans¬ 
lated the Upaitishads and had great 
respect for Vedas? 

(a) Aurangzeb 

(b) ShahShuja 

(c) Murad 

(d) Dara» 

19. The name t)f Shivaji's mother 


was: 


was: 


(a) Rajas Bai 

(c) Jija Bai 


(b) Tara Bai 
(d) Sorra Bai 


20. Which of the following is 
NOT correct? 

(a) Hussain Ali and Abdullah 
were known as Sayyid 
Brothers 

(W They rose to power in the 
days of Mughal Emperor 
Farrukhsiyar (1713-19) 

(c) They were Sunnis by faith 

(d) They were much opposed 
to the reactionary policy of 




Aurangzeb 

(e) They formed a Hindustani 
party, which included the 
Hindus and the Moham- 
madans as its members 

21 Shu)a-ud-DowIah (1754-75) 
was an important figure in the his¬ 
tory of northern India. Which of the 
following is NOT correct about him? 

(a) He played a very impor¬ 
tant part in the cattle of 
Buxar (1764) 

(h) He was also connected 
with the Rohilla War 

(c) He, along with other 
Muhammadan princes 
such as Mir Kasim of Ben- 
'al and Emperor Shah 
dam-ll drove the English 

out of India 

(d) He was son of Satdar Jang 

22. The Mughal dynasty was 
finally extinguished with: 

(a) ShahAlam-Il 

(b) Alamgir-Il 

(c) Ahmed Shah 

(d) Bahadur Shah-Ii / 

(c) Akbar-II 

23. The first Peshwa, appointed 
on Nov 16,1713, by Sahu was: 

Ui) Balaji Vishwanath 

(fi) Baji Kao I 

(f) Balaji Baji Rao 

(d) Mauho Rao 

24. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is NOT correct about the thud 
Battle of Panipat (1761)? 

(fl) It closed the history of the 
Mughal Empire 

(b) It made the field clear for 
the third power viz, the 
English 

(c) It direided the fate of India 

(d) It crushed the Maratha 
power completely and for 
ever 

25. Of the following six sources 
of Maratha Revenue System the two 
most important were: 

ffa) Sardeshmukhi 

(5) Chduth 

(c) Babti 

(d) Mokasa 

(e) Sahotra 

(f) Nadgaunda 

26. Vasco-da-Gama, a Por¬ 
tuguese navigator, reached the port 
of Calicut and thus discovered the 
sea-route to India on: 

(a) April 22„1298 

(W April 22,1398 

(c) April 22,1498 

(d) April 22,1598 


p^7. A tax on cultivation of 
n^mns was imposed iti the: 

(«) Maratha System of Ad¬ 
ministration 

(W Aurangzeb's System of 
Administration 

(c) Akbar's System of Ad¬ 
ministration 

(d) None of these 

28. In the Administrative system 
of which of the Indian rulers was the 
custom duties known as nmhatarfa 
and jakat were imposed? 

(<i) Akbar , {b) Jahangir 

(c) Aurangzeb id) Marathas 

29. The Pt'shwa's Secretariat at 
Poona or the Central Government 
was known as: 

(n) Peshwa capital 

(b) the centre of power 
(t) the Ha/ur Daftar 

(d) the Revenue Office 

30. The artillery under the 
Maratha military system of Peshwas 
was manned and commamled by 

(a) the Portuguese and Indian 
Christians 

(b) the persons drawn from 
northern India and tranuxi 
under the command of 
foreign offit ers 

(c) the Marathas themselves 

(d) foreign officers only 

31. The original name of Banda 
Bahadur, a Rajput of Dogra tribe was: 

(a) Nihang Dev 
(W Lachhman Das 
(t) Maya Das 

(d) Devi Das 

32. Which of the following cir¬ 
cumstances were favourable for the 
Portuguese settlements in India in 
the beginning? 

(<7) they took advantage of the 
jealousy among the small 
princes on the Malabar 
coast 

(b) they found that there was 
no State worth the name 
which could make sus¬ 
tained efforts to prevent 
their establishment 

(c) their warships were more 
formidable than any ships 
they met in Indian waters 

(d) All the above 

33. The "Blue Water" policy is 
attributed to: 

(a) Huutman 

(b) AJJ?u<^uerque 

(c) Captain Hawkins 

(d) Don Francisco de Almeida 

34. The East India Company 
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was established in the year: 

(a) 1500 (W 1600 

. (c) 1664 (d) 1744 

35. Pondicherry was founded 
by: 

(a) IXimas 

(b) Dupleix 

(c) Martin*' 

(d) Bourdonnais 

36. Which battle in the Carnatic 
Wars (1746-61) definitely proved for 
the first time the superiority of 
European arms and discipline over 
the traditional Indian methods of 
warfare? 

(a) The battle of San Thomas 

(b) Tlie third Carnatic war 

(c) The battle of Plassey 

(d) Tlie battle of Baxar 

•37. Who was the Nawab of Ben¬ 
gal when the tragedy of Black-Hole 
occurred? 

(a) Ali Vardi Khan 

(b) Mirjaffar 

(c) Sarfraz Khan 

(d) Siraj.-ud-Dowlah-^ 

38. Who deserted Siraj-ud- 
Dowlah and joined the English under 
Lord Clive when the Battle of Plassey 
(1757) was raging with utmost fury? 

(a) Rai Durlab 

(b) Mir Jaffar 

(c) JagatSeth 

(d) AminChand 

39. The arrangement called 
"Double Government" was intro¬ 
duced by; 

(a) Dupleix 

(b) Albuquerque 

(c) Clive 

(d) Mirjaffar 

40. An extra allowance called 
Double Bhatta was granted to the 
English troops by: 

(a) Mir Jaffar • 

(b) Shah Alam II 

(c) Najam-ud-Dowlah 

(d) None of these 

41. Which Act was the first li^is- 
lative interference by the British Par¬ 
liament in the affairs of India? 

(a) The Declaratory Act, 1781 

(b) Fox's India Bill, 1783 

(c) Pitt's India Bill, 17^ 

(d) The Regulating Act, 1773 

42. The rule of which Gover- 
nors-General of India falls into four 
periods? 

(a) Wanw Hastings 

(b) Lord Comwalus 

, (c) Lord Wellesley 

(d) Lord Minto 


43. The second Sikh war took 
place during the period of: 

(a) Lord Hastings 

(b) Lord Dalhousie v 

(c) Lord Canning 

(d) Lord William Bentinck 

44. The second Mysore war 
came to an end by the: 

(a) Treaty of Mangalone 

(b) Treaty of Salbai 

(c) Treaty of Mysore 

(d) Treaty of Seringapatnam 

45. Which of the following is 
NOT TRUE of the system of Per¬ 
manent Settlement of land in Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa carried out by Lord 
Cornwallis with the help of Sir John 
Shore? 

(a) Thechief feature of the Per¬ 
manent System was to oust 
Zamindars when others of¬ 
fered to pay more in shape 
of land revenue 

(b) The Zamindars who had 
hitherto been mere collec¬ 
tors of revenue were 
declared absolute pro¬ 
prietors of the soil ancf the 
revenue payable by them 
was fixed in perpetuity 

(c) The Zamindars were not li¬ 
able to eviction except on 
the ground of non-pay¬ 
ment of revenue 

(</) It removed the evils of pe¬ 
riodic assessment which 
led to evasion, conceal¬ 
ment of wealth and the 
throwing of land out of 
cultivation 

46. Who is known as the 
founder of Indian Civil Service? 

(rt) Sir John Shore 
(W Lord Minto 
(c) Lord Dalhousie 
id) Lord Cornwallis 

47. In whose regime during the 
British period was "Samachar Dar- 
wm", the first vernacular paper, pub¬ 
lished? 

(a) Lord Minto 

(h) Marimes of Hastings 

(c) Lord William Bentinck 

(d) LordCurzon 

48. Which is true about the 
Doctrine of Lapse enunciated by 
Lord I^ilhousie? 

{a) the sovereignty, when the 
natural heirs of the royal 
line came to an end, should 

S vss on to an adopted son 
e sovereignty in such a 
case could not pass »>n to 
an adopted son but should 


mom 


^ack to the 
power 

(r) the adoption of the policy 
of "Lapse" was welcomed 
by the fiadve rulers 

49. The 1857 mutiny first broke 
out on May 16 at: 

(fl) Meerut' 

(b) Cawnpore (Kanpur) 

(c) Delhi 

id) Lucknow 

50. -According to the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act of 1935, India had 
been divided into: 

(a) 9 provinces 
(W 11 provinces^ 

(c) 13 provinces 

(d) 15 provinces 

51. The Kushans extended their 

conquests over Kashmir and norUi- 
west India and ruled these territories 
for more than: . 

(a) 50 years (W 60 years 

(c) 70 years (d) 100years, 

52. The permit which protected • 
the East India Company (after 1757) 
from inspection and payment of cus¬ 
toms, freely used for every kind of 
transaction, was called: 

(a) dastak (b) aurang . . 

(c) jakat (d) gomafeha 

53. The most important among 
the bankers of Bengal in the 
eighteenth century before overthrow 
ofMir Qasim by the English, was the 
house of the: 

(a) Nawabs 

(b) East India Company 

(c) Jagat Seths 

(d) Shroffe 

■64. Tattvabodhini Patrika, a jour¬ 
nal of the Brahmo Samaj under the 
editorship of Akshay Kumar Datta, 
was started by: 

(fl) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

(b) Dwarkanath T^ore 

(c) Debendranath'Tagore 

(d) Kalinath Roy 

55. The first issue of Bombay Dor- 
pan, a weekly in Marathi, published 
on the 12th November, 1832, was 
started by a moderate reformer 
named: 

(a) Jagannath Shankar 

(b) BmShastri 

(f) V^hnuShastri 
id) Krishna Shastri 

56. Who, among the following, 
was the first reformer in Maharashtra 
to challenge the old authorities and 
the old traditions? 

(fl) Ram Balkrishna layakar 
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(b) Ranade 

(c) Ldcahitawadi 
(i) Joshi 

57. The first cotton mill had been 
started in Bombay in the year: 

(fl) 1838 (W 1848 

(c) 1850 (d) 1858 

58. Bombay Samachar, the first 
newspa^ started in Bombay, was a 
venture oy the: 

(«> Parsecs'* (W Hindus 

(c) Gujaratis (d) Sindhis 

59. Which of the following is 
NOT TRUE? 

(a) The period of fifty years 

following the revolt of 
1857 was characterised by 
the rapid growth of nation¬ 
al consciousness j 

(b) Indian static economy, like 
trade, transport and com¬ 
munications started un¬ 
dergoing transformation 
during this period 

(c) Due to continuous growth 
of population, the Indian 
masses were exposed to 
mounting distress in this 
jpenod 

id) There was improvement in 
agriculture duing this 
period 

60. In Ryotwan land revenue sys¬ 
tem in India: 

(a) the government dealt dir¬ 
ectly with the cultivators 

(b) a middleman intervened 
between the cultivator and 

f the government as a 
landlord 

(c) the village body as a whole 
or a group or zamindars 
were treated in a body as 
the owners of land 

(d) None of these 

61. The first 21 ixules of railway 
line were laid in the year 

(a) 1850 (b) 1851 

(c) 1852 (d) 1853 

62. Before 1858, India faced a 
critical balance of payment situation. 
Which of the following reasons are 
correct? 

(a) India had begun to import 
large quantifies of British 
manufacture 

(b) The prices of the few ar¬ 
ticles of eiqxirts like indigo 
were faUing in the British 
market 

(c) Opium wars had dealt a 
heavy blow to the trade in 
one of the principal foreign 
exchange earning product 
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of India 

(d) Indian handicraft had bent 
destroyed 

(e) All the above are correct 

63. Industrial development in 
India in the nineteenth caitury was 
deliberately neglected by Great 
Britain as a result of. 

self-interest of the ruling 
groups of England 

(h) not creating any new in¬ 
dustry to take place of 
handicraft 

(c) non-diversification of oc¬ 
cupations to cope with ex¬ 
plosion of population 

(d) encouraging growth of 
capitalist industry which 
earns higher and quicker 
profits 

(e) Its preference for foreign 
enterprise in exploiting 
natural resources again» 
national interest, and 
foreign entrepreneurs for 
use of Indian raw materials 
over their producers 

64. The first jute mill in India 
was started by a Scot, George Acland, 
in: 

(a) 1854 (b) 1855 

(c) 1858 (d) 1859 

65. Which of the following is 
NOT correct about the fifw years of 
direct rule of India by the British 
Crown from 1858 to 1908? 

(a) Foundation was laid of 
modem industry and min¬ 
ing 

(b) Prices rose and so did 
profits 

(c) There was a great increase 
in the number of joint stock 
companies 

(d) The country went through 
a series of calamities and 
millions died for sheer 
want of food 

(e) India's foreign trade did 
not improve 

66. The opium trade with China 
was stopped by the British Viceroy in 
India, Lord Minto-D, in 1907 because: 

(a) Indian opium manufac¬ 
turers may not become ad¬ 
dict to it 

(b) British Indian Government 
was suffering losses in this 
trade 

(c) the Chinese Government 
desired it as the opium 
habit was niining tire man¬ 
hood of Ctdnese 

(d) the Indian Government 


wanted to (nevent moig- 
gling of opium to China 

67. Komagala Maru was: 

(a) a township in South Africa 
where Nrahatma Gandhi 
started dvil disobedience 

(b) a town in Punjab where 
more than 300 persons 
were killed by indis¬ 
criminate firing by British 
forces 

(c) the name of a Japanese 
steamship carrying about 
three .hundred Indians, 
mostly Sikhs, to enter 
British Columbia in 
Western Canada 

(d) the name of a steamship 
which collided near the 
port of Calcutta killing 
about 300 Punjabi Sikhs 

68. Who proclaimed: "We have 
not the slightest intention of aban¬ 
doning our Indian possessions and 
that it is highly improbable that any 
such intention will be entertained by 
our posterity." 

(a) Lord George Hamilton 

(W LordCurzon 

(c) Joseph Chamberlain 

(d) Lord Dufferin 

69. The material for the history 
of Kashmir is to be found in: 

(a) Kalhana's Rajatarangim ' 

(b) Hietm Tsiang's travd notes 

(c) Sir Aurel Ston's writings 

(d) Mirza Haider Daghfat's 
Tarikh-i~Rashtdi 

70. The earliest of the Chauhan 
rulers of Sambhar in Rajputana was: 

(a) Jaga Deva Chauhan 

(b) Pnthvi Raj Chohan 

(c) Bisab Deva Chauhan •• 

(d) Someswara Chauhan 

71. Mudraniksasa was written by: 

(a) Bhavbhuti 

(b) Visakhadatta 

(c) Bhatta Narayana* 

(d) Rajasekhara 

72. The most famous king of the 
Chalukya dynai^ who ascended the • 
throne m 611 A.D. was: 

(a) Pulakesan-ll 

(b) Visnuvardhana 

(c) Vikramaditya-I 

(d) Rajendra Chalukya 

73. The earliest Muslim invaders 
of Hindustan were: 

(a) Monger 

(bhTurks 

(c) Arabs . 

fd) Mu^stls 

74. Mohd-bin-Qasim invaded 


Sindh in die yean 
(fl) 710A.D. 

(» 711A.D. 

(c) 

(d) 715A.D. 

75. The land tax imposed by 
Mohd-bin-Qasim after the Arab oc¬ 
cupation of Sindh was called: 

( 0 ) Sadq^ (h) Khiraj^ 

(c) Wa<p (d) Jezia 

76. The authbr of Tarikh-i-Yamini 
was: 

(a) Utbi 
(.b) Fiiishta 

(c) IbnAsir 

(d) Al-Benini 

77. Prithvi Raj Chohan was 
defeated by Mohammad Ghori in the 
battle of Tarain in 1192 A.D. because: 

(a) the Hindu generals did not 
understand the efficacy of 
mobile cavalry in dealing 
with the enemy 

(b) his fellow Rajput princes 
did not rally round his 
banner 

(c) his forces had less number 
of horses and elephants 

(d) Hindu cavalry could not 
check the advance of the 
Muslims when the battle 
commenced v 

78. Delhi, Mirat (Meerut) and 
Kol (a fortress near Aligarh) were 
conquered in 1192-93 A.D.by: 

( 0 ) Rai Pithaura 

ib) Qutab-ud-din Aibek 

(c) Muhammad bin Bakhtiar 
Khilii 

(d) Rai Jaichandra 

79. Who is known as the greatest 
of the slave kings? 

( 0 ) Shams-ud-din Iltumish- 
(W Qutab-ud-din Aibek 

(c) Sultan Reziya 

(d) BahramShah 

80. Copper coins were issued 
by: 

( 0 ) Ala-ud-din Khilji 
(i>) Firuz IVtghlaq 

(c) Ghiyas-ud-din 1\ighlaq 

(d) Muhammad Tughlaq 

81. Who described Muhammad 
Tughlaq as the 'wonder of the age' in 
his travel accounts? 

(a) IbnBatuta. 

(b) Hri^ta 

(c) Barani 

(4) Al-Badaoni 

82. The transfer of capital from 
Ddhi to Daulatabad (new name of 
Devagir) ^y Muhammad Tlighlaq 
tobk^cein: 


(a) 1325-26 A.O. 

(« 1326-27 A.D. 1 

(c) 1327-28 A.D. 

(d) 1329-30 A.D. 

83. Who is known as one of the 
"Scourges of God"? 

to) Mahmud Ghazni 
Of) Ahmed Shah ^>dali 

(c) Chingiz Khan- 

(d) Timu r 

84. Qutab Minar near Delhi was 
originally: 

^ to) 202 ft high 
(W 222 ft high 

(c) 242 ft high. 

(d) 232 ft high 

85. Who among the following 
succeeded to the throne of Delhi after 
Iltumish? 

to) Rezia Sultan V 

(b) Nasir-ud-din Mahmud 
Shah 

(c) Ghiyas-ud-din Balban 

(d) Jalal-ud-din Khilji 

86. Padmavat, the famous poem 
describing the story of queen Pad- 
mini, was written by: 

( 0 ) Hrishta 
to) AmirKhusro 

(c) Barani 

(d) Malik Muhammad Jayasi ^ 

87. The immediate cause of the 
invasion of Mewarby Alauddin Khil¬ 
ji in 1303 A.D. was: 

to) to capture the fort at 
Mewar 

(b) to obtain possession of 
Rani Padmmi, renowned 
for her beauty all over Hin¬ 
dustan 

(c) to teach a lesson to the Raj¬ 
puts 

(d) to make his son prince 
Khizer Khan as ruler of 
Chittor 

88. The dty of Ahmedabad on 
the left bank or the Sabarmati river, 
was built by: 

( 0 ) MuzaftarShah 

(b) Tatar Khan 

(c) Nasir-ud-din Muhammad 
Shah 

(d) Ahmad Shah ^ 

89. Who, among the following 
was the ftrst Muslim ruler of Deltu 
who penetrated into die Deccan? 

to) Alauddin I^ji 

(b) Ahmad Shah 

(c) Muhammad lUghlaq 

(d) All Adil Shah 

90. The last king of the Hoysala 
dynasty was: 

( 0 ) Krishna Nayak 





mmfj, 


IfitiHamL 
Ci) Pranp Deva 


Kakadya ‘ 

91. tW Bahmalti KinttApm w«& 
founded in 1347 by: 

(a) Hasanw 

(b) MujahidShah 

(c) Husain Nizam Shah 

(d) AliAdil»uih 


92. One of the most distin- 
luished and powerful kings of 
^jayhagar empire was: 

( 0 ) Ram Raja 

(b) SadasivaRaya 

(c) Achyuta Deva 

(d) Krisna Deva Raya ^ 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(0) 

Z (b) 

3. (e) 

4. 

(c) 

5. (b) 

6. (c) 

7. 

(a) 

8. (c) 

9. (d) 

10. 

(b) 

11. (b) 

12. to) 

13. 

(d) 

("Persian" 

instead 



"Turkish".) 


14. 

(0 

15. (b) 

16. to) 

17. 

(c) 

18. (d) 

19. (c) 

20. 

21. 

(c) (They were Shias 
(c) 22. (d) 

by toith.) 
23. to) 

24. 

(d) 

25. (a)&(b) 

26. 

(0 

27. ( 0 ) 

28. (d) 

29. 

(c) 

30. ( 0 ) 

31. (b) 

32 

(d) 




33. (d) (He was the first VicCToy of the 
Portuguese possessions in 
India. His "Blue Water" 


policy was to be powerful at 
the sea instead of building 
fortresses on Indian land.) 


34. (b) 

35. (c) 

36. (0) 

37 (d) 

38. (b) 

39. (c> 

40. to) 

41. (d) 

42. to) 

43 (b) 

44. ( 0 ) 

45. ( 0 ) 

46. (d) 

47. (b) 

48. (b) 

49. ( 0 ) 

50 (b) 

51. (d) 

52 to) 

53. (c) 

54. (c) 

55. (b) 
58. (a) 

56. (c) ' 

57. (c) 

59 (d) (Agriculture remained stag¬ 
nant.) 

60 to) 

61. (d) 

62. (e) 

63. (d) (The growth of capitalistic In¬ 
dus^ was aborts.) 

64. (b) 

65. (e) 

66. (c) 

67. (c) 

68. (bl 

69. (0) 

70. (c) 

71. (b) 

72. ( 0 ) 

73. (c) 

74. (c) 

75. (b) 

76. to) 

77. ( 0 ) 

78. (b) 

79. ( 0 ) 

80. (d) 

81. ( 0 ) 

8Z (b) 

83. (c) 

84. (c) 

85. ( 0 ) 

86. (d) 

87. (b) 

88. (d) 
91. to) 

89. ( 0 ) 

92. (d) 

90. (c) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPS QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


Tlw qucstmi? finvii bdoiv were $et 
in the BSRP Patna Gramm Bank 
recrnilinent examination lielii on 
Pecemher 1,1991 

IVt’ thank Sill i Aim/ Kumar Sin;^hof 
Patna foi these questions to ns. 

Q. 1-10. Read the following 
passage carefully and answer the 
questions given below it. 

There was once a .shepherd boy 
who used to graze his sheep m a 
meadow on the outskirts of a village 
near tlio woods. Every morning, the 
shepherd b(»y would take his sheep 
out to graze. In the evening he would 
take thi'in home. It was a dull life and 
the young shepherd used to get quite 
borc’d. Sometimes he would play his 
flute, sometimes he would sing. But 
he wished something would happen 
sometimes to liven up the day. 

tine morning he decided to play 
a practical joke on the labourers 
working in some nearby fields. He 
shouted "wolf, wolf, wolf", at the top 
of his voice and pretended to be ter¬ 
rified. The labourers rushed to his 
rescue with sticks and stones and 
looked around lor the wolf. The 
shepherd boy burst out laughing and 
said he was only joking. The 
labourers took it in good humour 
and went back to their work. 

Some days later, feeling bored, 
the shepherd boy played the same 
trick on the labourers again. They ran 
to his help, but, he only laughed 
loudly at having taken them in once 
more. 

But it so happened that one day, 
a w'olf really did come out of the 
w’oods and got in among the boy's 
sheep. The boy was very much 
frightened and yelled as loud as he 
could; "wolf, wolf, w'olf". 

The labourers took no notice. 
They thought quite naturally that it 
was the boy up to his tricks again. 
The shephera boy shouted and 
shouted, but it was of no use. No one 
came to his help and the wolf killed 
all his shivp. 


1. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is TRUE in the context of the 
passage? 

(a) The shepherd boy really 
enjoyed grazing his sheep 
in the meadow. 

(b) The sheep belonged to the 
labourers. 

(c) The labourers were work¬ 
ing in the shepherd boy's 
fitud. 

(</) One morning the la- 
Kiurers decided to play a 
practical joke on the 
shepherd boy. 

((’) The shephera boy laughed 
at the labourers when they 
came to help him. 

2. The labourers did not run to 
help the shepherd boy becau.se; 

(a) they thought that he was 
playing the same trick on 
them. 

(b) they were afraid of the 
wolf. 

(c) they did not want to help 
the shepherd boy. 

(</) they were busy with their 
work in the fields. 

(f) they could not hear the 
shouts of the shepherd 
bt^iy. 

3. One day a wolf really came 
out ot the wcKxis and; 

(rt) killed the shepherd boy. 

(.b) destroyed the crops in the 
fields. 

(c) terrified the labourers. 

id) killed all the sheen. 

(c) ran after the shepnerd boy. 

4. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is not TRUE in the context of 
the passage? 

(fl) The shepherd boy did not 
get help from any one 
when he actually needed 
it. 

(b) The shepherd boy was 
delightea to see the wolf 
coming out of the woods. 

(c) The labourers had rushed 
to help the shepherd boy 
on two occasions. 

(d) Sometimes the shepherd 
boy played his flute while 
grazing his sheep. 
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(c) The labourers took it light¬ 
ly when the sheplierd boy 
played a trick on them. 

5. What did the shepherd boy 
do when a wolf came out of the 
woods? 

(a) He took no notice of the 
wolf. 

(b) He did not try to seek any 
help. 

(c) He decidt>d to play a joke 
on the labourers. 

(rf) He got frightened and 
started shouting for help. 

(e) He started laughing loudly. 

6. Everyday, the shepherd boy 
used to; 

(a) shout, "wolf, wolt, wolf", 
at the top ot his voice. 

(b) take his sheep out to graze. 
((') play his trick on the 

labourers. 

((/) shout at the labourers and 
ask for help. 

(e) work with the labourers in 
some nearby fields. 

Q. 7-8 Choose the word which is 
most nearly the SAME in meaning; 

7. notice 

(a) help (/>) attention 

(c) chance (d) warning 

(c) advice 

8. took 

(ii) considered (b) laughed 

(c) enjoyed (</) agreed 

(c) pretended 

9-10. Choose the word which is 
mostOPTOSlTE; 

9. nearby 

(a) lengthy (b) close 

(c) different (d) distant 

(e) separated 

10. dull 

(a) brilliant (b) busy 

(c) boring (d) superior 

(e) pleasant 

Q. 11-20. The error, if any, will 
be in one part of the sentence. The 
no. of that part is the answet (5) for 
No error. 

11. V^en lightning (1) struck all 
the (2) people in the house (3) were 
slept (4). No error (5). 

12. Most of the stucients (1) in 
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the class failed (2) because the ex¬ 
amination (3) was as difficult (4). No 
error (5). 

13. Mohan advised to (1) his son 
not to (2) play with the ball (3) on the 
road (4). No error (5). 

14. Neither Sandhya nor her (1) 
sister Sangeeta is (2) willing to come 
(3) with us for picnic (4). No error (5). 

15. Most of the employees (1) 
did not attend office (2) yesterday on 
accouftt (3) to heavy rains (4). No 
error (5). 

16. Mr Agarwal is (1) more suc¬ 
ceeded than (2) any other lawyer (3) 
in this city (4). No error (5). 

17. No other businessman (1) in 
this city is (2) as wealthy than (3) my- 
triend (4). No error (5). 

18. Had he been driving (1) his 
car fast he (2) should have lost control 
t3) and hit the boy (4). No error (5). 

19 The policemen were (1) un¬ 
successful for arresting (2) the thieves 
even (3) after a month (4) No error 
(5). 

20 No sooner I came (1) home 
from office (2) than 1 started writing 
(3) a letter to my friend (4). No error 
(5). 

Q. 21-30. Pick out the most ef¬ 
fective word from the given words 
to fill in the blank to make the sen¬ 
tence meaningfully complete; 

21. His family members advised 
him to _ the operation. 

(a) underpass (b) underlie 

(c) undergo (</) underset 

(c) undertake 

22. His mother is _old as 

my grandmother 

(fl) so (b) far 

(c) more (d) very 

ic) as 

23. __from me, none of his 

relatives is staying in Bombay. 

(fl) apart (W otherwise 
(c) except (d) although 
(e) rather 

24. Minu was referred to a doc¬ 
tor as soon as she started_ _of 

headache. 

(fi) developing (W paining 
(c) knowing id) oiaming 
ie) complaiiung 

25. This land was_to 

him by his uncle two years back. 

(a) gave ib) given 
(c) give id) giving 


(e) gives 

26. 1 am not going to leave this 
place he comes. 

(a) as (b) afterwards 

(c) until (d) soon 

ic) without 

27 I had hardly .theletter 
when the lights went off. 

in) wrote ib) writing 

(f) write id) writer 

(?) written 

28. The Taj Mahal is more 
bcautiful_ any other monu¬ 
ment in the country. 

(fl) of (b) between 

(c) than id) to 

(c) after 

29. Shrikant his bag 

missing when he came back to take it. 

ia) took ib) got 

it) found id) made 

(c) state 

30. To prevent the stu¬ 
dents _ damaging public 

property, police u.sed tear gas. 

ia) from ib) at 

ic) of id) against 

ie) by 

Q. 31-35. One of which can 
replace the word printed in BOLD 
without changing the meaning of 
the sentence. Find out the ap¬ 
propriate word in each case: 

31. The incident affected him so 
much that he could not forget it for 
several days. 

ia) upset ib) changed 
ic) contmlled id) influena’d 

ic) reminded 

32. An enquiry w’as ordered to 
ascertain the actual cause of the acci¬ 
dent. 

ia) show 

ib) determine 
(c) prove 

id) investigate 

ie) contradict 

33. The members were reason¬ 
able enough to maintain silence 
during the party meeting. 

ifi) determined ib) peac’eful 

ic) sensible id) attentive 
ie) careful 

34. The meeting was adjourned 
after discussing on the matter for 
about two hours. 

(a) postponed ib) stopped 
ic) Degun id) reviewed 


(e) continued 

35. In the meeting, some mem¬ 
bers passed adverse remarks against 
the cnairman. 

(<?) dangerous 

ib) unnecessary 

ic) severe 

id) humorous 

ie) unfavourable 

Q. 36-40. Rearrange the follow¬ 
ing sentences in proper sequence so 
as to make a meaningful paragraph. 

(A) He was standing in the 
queue to catch the dus. 

(B) He turned around and 
looked at me, 

(C) But, he did not recognise 
me. 

(D) Yesterday, I happened to 
see my old friend. 

(E) I called out his name. 

36. Which of the sentences 

should come third in the paragraph. 

(fl) A ib) B (c) C 

id) D ie) E 

37. Which of the sentences 

should come fourth in the paragraph. 

ia) A ib) B ic) C 

id) D ie) E 

38. Which of the sentences 

should come last in the paragraph. 

ia) A ib) B ic) C 

id) D ie) E 

39. Which of the sentences 

should come first in the paragraph. 

ia) A ib) B ic) C 

id) D ie) E 

40 Which of the sentences 

should come second in the para- 
graph. 

ia) A ib) B ic) C 

id) D ie) E 


ANSWERS 


1. ie) 2. ia) 3. id) 4. ib) 

3. id) 6. ib) 7. (b) 8. (f) 

9. id) 10. ie) 

11. (4) 'were sleeping' 

12. (4) 'very difficult^ 

13 (1) 'Mohan advised'(omit'to') 

14. (5) No error 

15. (4) 'of heavy rains' 

16. (2) 'more successful than' 

17. (3) 'as wealthy as' 

18. (3) 'would have lost control' 

19. (2) 'unsuccessful in arresting' 

20. (1) 'noso<.>nerdid Icome' 


21. 

(c) 

22. 

ie) 

23. 

ia) 

24. ie) 

25. 

ib) 

26. 

ic) 

27. 

ie) 

28. (c) 

29. 

ic) 

30. 

ia) 

31. 

id) 

32. ib) 

33. 

ic) 

34. 

ia) 

35. 

ie) 

36. ie) 

37. 

ib) 

38. 

ic) 

39. 

id) 

40. (a) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


ANALOGIES 

In each of the following questions there is some 
relationship between the two groups of letters to the 
left of the sign (::). The same relationship obtains be¬ 
tween the group to the right of the sign (::) and one of 
the four alternative letter groups under it. Ihis alternative 
is your answer, so tick mark (✓) the right choice from A, 
B,Cand D. 

1 PNDY QMEXr JRSF.? 

(a) KQRH (b) KSTE 

(c) KSRE W) KQTE 

2 MKOH:GNJL::LPVB;? 

(a) CWQM (b) AUOK 

(c) CUQK W) AWOM 

3. ZKTP : ATWT • . NKYF. ? 

(a) OLZG (b) OMBJ 

(c) MJXE (cl) OLZj 

4 CAZE EZVG SPOT.? 

(a) UQPU (b) ROQU 

(f) UKOV W) UOKV 

5 DFWU : EGVT:: NSHQ • ? 

(fl) ORGR (b) MTGR 

(c) OTCiP (d) OTIR 

In each of the following questions, a pair of words 
has been given. Tick-mark your answerst 

(a) if one is the product of the other. 

(W it one is the cause of the other. 

(c) if one is the opposite of the other. 

(d) if one belongs to the other 

6. reluctant—willing 

7. ward—hospital 

8. opium—poppy 

9. stubborn—submissive 

10. administration—management 

11. wine—vine 

12. compensation—accident 

13. misunderstanding—rift 

14. pollution—industrialization 

15. pillow—bed 

NUMBER SERIES 

Find out the missing numberin die series given below: 

16. 1; 3; 7; 15; .., 63. 


17. 12; 23; 34; 45; 54;32; 21. 

18. 3; 6; 11; 18; 27;.... 

19. 5; 4; 9; 13; 22;....; 57. 

20. 3; 24; 8; 40; 5; 35; 7;....; 6. 

21. 1;4;9;16;1;8;.... 

In each of the following number series one term is 
wrong. Find out this term from the four alternatives 
given under it. 

22. 3; 7; 9; 15; 23; 33. 

(a) 7 (b) 9 

(c) 15 (d) 33 

23 616; 308; 154; 77; 34. 

(a) 308 (b) 154 

(c) 77 (d) 34 

24. 17; 26; 38; 50; 65. 

(a) 17 (b) 38 

(c) 50 (d) 65 

25. 27; 9; 18; 8; 12; 4. 

(fl) 9 (b) 18 

(c) 8 (d) 4 

26. 97; 86; 73; 62; 49; 38. 

(«) 86 (b) 62 

(c) 49 (d) 38 

27. 5; 6; 10; 19; 36; 50. 

(fl) 6 (b) 19 

(c) 36 (d) 50 

_ LETTER SERIES _ 

In each of the following letter sequences some let¬ 
ters have been left out and are given in the same order 
in one of the four alternatives. Your task is to tick marie 
(tO the ri^t choice. 

28. a-bacba-bac-ac-a 

(fl) cabb (b) ebab (c) cebb (d) bebb 

29. ca-lxcaab-cc-ab 

(fl) aeba (b) bcab (c) abba (d) bbaa 

30. a-abaacab-ac-baaca-a 

(fl) caab (b) bebe (c) bcab (d) ebab 

31. c-abrcbab-cb-bccba 

(fl) abbe (b) bbca (c) baca (d) bcca 

32. ab-aab-cca-abb-coc , 

(fl) caba (b) ebab (c) bbca (d) bcac 

In questions given below, a lead word has been 


734 MAY-ga competition MASTER 




followed by four alternatives. One of these alternatives 
has some relationship with the lead word which is dif> 
ferent from the other three. Tick-mark this alternative. 


33. SPECULATION 

(a) SPECIAL 

(b) TOPIC 

(c) NATION 

(d) CAUTION 

34. PARTICULAR 

(a) PECULIAR 

(b) STRAP 

(f) PICTURE 

(d) CRUEL 

35. ENCOURAGE 

(a) REVENGE 

(b) RFNEW 

(c) NATURE 

(d) CRAZE 

36. CAMPAIGN 

(a) PAGANS 

(b) CAGE 

(f) PAINT 

(d) POINT 

37. MAGAZINE 

(a) GAZE 

(b) NAME 

(c) MAIN 

(d) AGAIN 

38 CONVENTION 

(a) INVENTION 

(h) CONTENT 

(c) INJECTION 

(d) CONNECTION 


CODING-DECODING 


In questions 39 to 45, words on the left are written in 
their ci^ed form on tlv right, each small letter repre¬ 
senting one of the letters from the word. Your task is to 
find out the right code letter for the letter in the word 
enclosed in a box and tick mark the right choice from A, 
B, C, D, E, F and G accordingly. 

A B C D E F C 
39. N U C L E Af R.) g b y r v j f, 

40Ho[sTILE cqdkzyx 

41 AGAIN Is t -4 mfbfcdk 

42. LECTUIR-F -> vjdyzgz 

43. ^|X I N T.E R f j Z k w d b 

44. G EjS|T URE zcjgdzm 

45. E[ M]0 TION -» hxkzbxd 

According to a certain code: 

'Your box is heavy' is 1+2+344 
'Box has no contraband' is 3+5+6+7 
'Gold is a contraband' is 1+7+B+9 
'Heavy gold has value' is 2+6+9+10 

46. Here, '6' stands for 

(a) contraband (b) gold 
(c) has (d) heavy 

47. 'Heavy contraband is profitable' will be 


di&«ltALINnUJeEN< 


(a) 2+3+7+11 

(» 3+7+8411 

(c) 1+74«+11 

(d) 1+2+7+11 

MIRROR IMAGE 

Tick-mark the mirror image of foe word frnm foe 

four alternatives given. 

> 

48 myself 


(A)MYa3J=i 

(B) 3JE2YM 

(C) 3J3SYM 

(D)3J32YM 

49 GRAZE 


(A) 3ZA510 

(B) 3SA5lt) 

(C)051AX3 

(D)ORA3:3 

50 SUNDAY 


fA)YA0NUa 

{B)YAC1HU2 

^:)^UNaAY 

(D) ZUMOAA 

OGICAL DEDUCTIONS 


A team of four is to be selected from boys A, B, C, D, 
E, F and G according to the following statements: 

D and B must be together. 

F and E must not be together 
B and G must not be together. 

G and A mu.st be together 

C and D must not be together 

51 Which of the following is the right team? 

(a) ABCD (W ACEG - 

(c) ACFG (d) ABDG 

Four ladies A, B, C and D and four gentlemen E, F, G 
and H are seated around a table as follows: 

D IS between E and G. 

F is to the right of C 
H is between C and A. 

B is to the left of E. 

G and A are near one another. 

52. Who is to the right of D? 

(a) B (b) E 

(c) G (d) H 

53. F IS between. 

(a) BandC (b) AandC 

(c) DandC (d) GandC 

In a room there are some tables, chairs, tripods (three 
legs) and children. The ratio between tables+diaiis and 
children is 2 ; 1. There are 20 duiirs more than tr^Kids 
and 8 chairs less than tables. The total number of legs is 
396. 

54. What is the number of tables and tripods? 
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GiNBRAL imeLueeftce 


(<?) 36 and 8 
(b) 44 and 16 
(t) 30 and 22 
(f/) 40andl2 

33 ! low many ehildri'ii aio there’ 

(a) 42 

(b) 48 , 

(() 36 
W) 40 

56 The salary ot John is Ks 3(K)/- more than Abdul 
and Rs 330/- less than Rakesh who gets Rs 200/- less than 
Satwant Singh If the total of the salary of these four is Rs 
13000/-, how much does Satwant Singh get’ 

(a) Rs3630/- 
(/i) Rs4000/- 

(c) Rs4300/- 
(ti) Rs3530/- 

Six villages A, B, C, D, E and F are situated as follows; 
B lb two miles to the south of A 
C IS two miles to the east of F 
E IS two miles to the south of C 
D IS two miles to the west of F 
A is three miles to the north of D 

37 Which four villages are in a line’ 

(a) ABFF 

(b) ABDF 
(t) BCEF 
((/) BDEF 

38 If the value of each letter is calculated according 
to its position in the alphabetical order, what will be the 
value of DOLLAR’ 

(fl) 62 


(h) 66 

(c) 70 
(if) 72 

According to a survey, 15000 persons were asked 
which toothpaste from A, B, C, D*and E did they use. The 
statistics showed that 2231 used A, 31% used B, 17% used 
C, 19% used D and 11% used E. 

59 How many more persons use Bin comparison to Q’ 
in) 2100 

(b) 1950 
(t) 2030 

(d) 2000 

60 If margin of profit on D is 30 paisa per tube and 
on A it lb Rs 2/- per ten, who is earning more and how 
much in that particular area of 15000 persons’ 

(<i) A, Rs 155/- more 

(b) D, Rs 33/- more 

(i) D, Rs 193/-more 
(lO A, Rs 43/- more 

61 If 20‘/( of the persons using F are suffering from 
dental problems, what is the number of persons who«se 
F with healthy teeth’ 

(a) 1233 
(/>) 1310 

(c) 1320 
W) 1333 

62 If the cost ot C is Rs 6 50 per piece and of D, Rs 6/- 
per piece, how much more is D earning than C’ 

(a) Rs475/- 

(b) fo525/- 
(() Rs490/- 

(d) Rs500/- 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to find out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one to the Problem Figure. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 


A B C D E 

63 

64 

65 

M 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. U1) First and third letters are next ones, second and 

fourth, the preceding ones. 

2. (h) The next set has preceding letters in reverse order. 

3. (h) The gap in letters increases by one. 

4. (d) First and fourth letters have gap of one, the second 

one is the preceding one and the third letter has 
gap of three letters. 

5. (c) First two letters are next ones, the remaining are 

preceding ones. 

6 . (c) 7. id) 8. (fl) 9. (c) 

10. id) 11. (fl) 12. ib) 13. ib) 

14. in) 15. id) 

16. 31. Numbers 2,4,8,16,32... are added respectively. 

17. 43. The digits of first four numbers are reversed. 

18. 38. Add 3,5,7,9,11.... to numbers respectively. 

19. 35. Add two preceding numbers to get each number 

20. 42. Each alternate number is the prixluct of numbers 

on its right and left. 

21. 27. First four numbers are squares of 1,2,3 and 4 and 

the next ones are cubes. 

22. in) The number ought to be 5, the difference in num¬ 

bers being 2,4,6,8,10... 

23. id) Each next number is half of the preceding number 

hence 34 ought to be 38.5. 

24. ib) The numbers are 4^+1; 5^+1; 6^+1; 7^+1... 

25. (c) Make sets of two; each next number is 1 /3 of the 

preceding number. 

26. in) Numbers 11 and 13 are deducted simultaneously. 

27. (c) The series is 5+1 ^ = 6; 6+2 ^ = 10; 10+3 ^ =19; 19+4^= 

35... 

28. (c) The series is acb/acb/acb/... 

29. (c) The series is aabbcc/aabbcc/... 

30. (a) The series is acaba/acaba/aca... 


31. id) The series is cbabc/cbabc/cbabc... 

32. ib) The series IS abc/aabbcc/aaabbbccc... 

33 (t) The other words liave used all the letters frean the 
lead word, here one N Ls extra. 

34. ib) In all the other words the letter 'E' has been used 

besides letters from the lead word. Here it is 'S'. 

35. in) In other words only one letter is outsider, here they 

are two, V and an extra E. 

36. id) Same as in question 35. 

37. ib) In all the other words, letters taken out from the 

word are arranged in the same order. 

38. (c) Same as in questions 35 and 36. 

For atibxiH’nng (jwt’st/oii.s’ .19 fo 47, sort out common let- 
lers/ivords ntid match them with codes by finding out the same 
code ngninst the same letter or word occurring elsewhere. 


39 . 

F 

40. G 

41. C 

42. 

f 

43. 

E 

44. B 

45. A 

46. 

(c) 

47. 

id) 

48 (D) 

49. (B) 

50. 

(B) 

51 

ic) 

52. ic) 

53. ia) 

54. 

id) 

55. 

ic) 

56. ia) 

57. ib) 



58. 

in) 

4+1.5+12+12+1+18 

= 62. 



59. 

ia) 

60. (c) 

61. ic) 

62. 

ib) 


For 

answering these Cjuestions, 

observe each 


dwidimlly. The figures may move clockwise, anti-clockwise, 
right and left, diagonally, top to bottom and vice-versa or in a 
triangle at a definite pace. The figures sometimes tilt, change 
direction, change shape or get bigger and smaller alternately or 
regularly. Sometimes a figure is added or removed. Study the 
relationship among the figures and then chose your answer. 

63. D 64. B 65. C 66. B 

67. E 68. A 69. E 70. C 

71 B 72. D 

MAY'92 COMPETITION MASTER W 
















































TEST OF REASONING 


ODD-MAN 


Find the odd-man out: 


1 . (<i) vagabond 

(b) retarded 

(c) ruffian 

((/) truant 

(c) scamp 


2 . (a) boil 

(b) pimple 

(c) mole 

(d) sty 

(f) cyst 


3. (a\ rhinoceros 

(b) cow 

(c) camel 

(d) deer 

(c) ram 


4. (h) stadium 

(b) stage 

(c) rink 

(d) court 

(e) arena 


5. (a) shampoo 

(b) cream 

(c> powder 

(d) va.seline 

(c) lipstick 


6 . ((?) flash 

(b) lottery 

(c) bridge 

(d) tambola 

(f) race-course 


7. (a) grape 

(h) guava 

(c) orange 

(d) malta 

(c) pine-apple 


8 . ia) gift 

(h) reward 

(c) donation 

(d) prize 

(c) award 



12 . scarlet: colour 
ia) sheet; quilt 
(t) drink: hxxl 

13. idle . lazy 

(a) costly: expt'nsive 
((■) castle: king 

14. excitement: dullness 


(b) leaf:plant 
W) 'cancer; zodiac 


{b) thief; murderer 
(d) humour: laugh 


' (rt) happiness : joy (b) luggage; load 

(c) tender: rough (d) rub: clean 

15. court: trial 

(a) train: travel (b) sc1kx>1 : teachers 

(c) jail: prisoners (d) language: literaturs 

16. stage: theatre 

(a) hospital; treatment (b) btxik : newspaper 
(c) road : traffic (d) kitchen : home 

17. parrot: bird 

(o) tiger: jungle (b) teak: wood 

(c) mountain : valley (d) orange; apple 

Five members of an orche.stra party, Bipin, Sheela, 
Sarla, Mahesh and Ramesh play violin, gbitar, flute, 
tabla and sitar but not in the same order. Your task is to 
match the right parts on the basis of the facts given 
below: 

Bipin and Sheela do not play tabla. 

Mahesh and Ramesh do not play guitar or violin. 
Sitar is not played by Sarla and Ramesh. 

Sheela and Sarla do not play guitar. 

Mahesh does not play sitar and tabla. 

18. Bipin (ti) violin 

19. Sheela (/>) guitar 

20. Sarla 0) flute 

21. Mahesh - (d) tabla/ 

22. Ramesh (c) sitar . 

Maya is shorter than Asha but taller than Shanta 
who is taller than Pooja. Nirmala is taller than Manju 
but shorter than Asha who is shorter than Rekha. 

23. The tallest and the shortest persons in the same 
order are: 

(rt) Rekha and Shanta (b) Asha and Shanta 

(c) Nirmala and Manju (d) Rekha and Pooja 

24. If all the girls stood* according to their heights 
starting from the tallest, the fourth one would be: 

(d) Maya (b) Asha 

(c) Nirmala ' (d) Manju 


(h) schex)!: teachers 
(d) language: literature 

(b) Ixxik: newspaper 
(d) kitchen: home 

(b) teak: wood 
(d) orange;apple 


_ ANALOGIES _ 

Words in the questions given below have a definite 
relationship. Tick-mark the choice with similar relation¬ 
ship. 

9. penguin : Antarctica 

(a) tiger;Arctic 

(b) whale; Bay of Bengal 

(c) kangaroo: Australia 

(d) camel: Bengal 

10. sword: iron 

(/}) curd: milk (h) gun: bullet 

(c) stick: walking (d) bomb: destruction 

11. traffic:road 

(fi) car;garage (h) blood:veins 

(c) roots:tree id) aeroplane:aaodrume 
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Four members Shiv, Manju, Priti an4 Akash have a 
definite amount of money. 

If Shiv gives Rs 5/- to Manju he would have Rs 16/- 
less than Manju and double of Akash. 

If Manju gives Rs 3/- to Shiv, she would have double 
of Priti and as much as Shiv. 

If Priti gives Rs 2/- to Akash both will have an equal 
amount, if however, she takes Rs 2/- from Akash, she 
would have double of Akash. 

25. Shiv at present has: 

(a) Rs29/- (W Rs36/- (c) Rs25/- (d) Rsl5/- 

26. Priti has: 

(fl) Rsl4/- (W Rsl6/- (c) Rs.l8/- (d) Rs 21/- 

At a certain restaurant, Chander, Geeta, Lata and 
Tribhuvan order Coffee, Limca, Gold Spot and Thums- 
up, but not in the same order. Match the right parts on 
the basis of the statements given: 

First letter of the name of the drink and the 
name of the person who ordered the drink is not 
common. 

Tribhuvan and Lata did not take Coffee. 

Limca was not ordered by Tribhuvan. 

27. Chandra A. Coffee 

28. Geeta B. Limca 

29. Lata C. Gold Spot 

30. Tribhuvan D. Thums-up 

_ SYLLOGISM _ 

TYPE I 

In questions }fiven belono a situation has been explained in 
statements I and 11 followed by a conclusion. You have to say 
whether the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) definitely does not follow from the statements. 

(d) is doubtful, as the data provided is inadequate. 
Note: Your answers should only he in the li^ht of the state¬ 
ments given. 

Statements: 

31. 1. Industrialists and business executives often 

meet at formal dinners or luncheons. 

2. They mix business with rich three or five star 
food. 

Conclusion: Business can't be discussed on an empty 
stomach. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U 

Statements: 

32. 1. Thousands of families belonging to Kashmir 

have fled from there to other parts of India. 

2. Militants have indiscriminately killed hundreds 
of innocent ^rople. 

Conclusion: These fanulies had no security there. 

(a) □ (b) a fc) □ <*0 □ 


Statements: 

33. 1. Mr X, the Field Marshal of a certain army was 

an ordinary soldier in the begiiuiing. 

2. 'Y' is an ordinary soldier in the same army. 
Conclusion: 'Y' will become Field Marshal after a certain 
period. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) O (d) □ 

Statements: 

34. 1. The Chief coach of game X declared that our 

team was in good shape and the game had 
improved tremendously. 

2. The team could not score a single point during 
International Tournaments. 

Conclusion: The game of other countries had improved 
still more. 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

35. 1. Customers stock their homes with all sorts of 

necessities and other items according to their 
pocket at the end of February. 

2. Budget is announced on the last day of February. 
Conclusion: Prices often go up after a new ^dget diM to 
increase in taxes. 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

36. 1. Many mud houses collapse during heavy 

rains. 

2. A mud house collapsed yesterday. 

Conclusion: There was a heavy rain yesterday. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements- 

37. 1. After accidents, limbs with fractures or disloca¬ 

tion are put in a plaster. 

2. A piaster has been put over the arm of a new 
bom baby. 

Conclusion: The bany had an accident. 

(a) □ (b) U (c) U Id) □ 

TYPEH 

In questions given heloio a statement has been followed by 
implications I and II. Apply the implications to the statement 
and tick-matk your ansivers as under: 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only 11 IS implicit. 

(c) Both I and 11 are implicit. 

(d) Either I or II is implicit. 

(e) Neither I nor II is implicit. 

Statement: 

38. The government of country X has decided to 
shrink its army. 

Implications: 

I. The economy of the country is not very 
sound. 

II. The country is not anticipating any war in near 
future. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

39. A voluntary environmental audit scheme has 
been proposed for protection of environmental system in 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 


industrial areas by the European Commission. 

i. There is too much pollution around industrial 
area. 

II. The EC wants to protect environment. 

((?) □ (b) □ (c) J W) □ ((') U 

Statement: 

40. Indian manufacturers involved in export busi¬ 
ness arc often unsure of what customers want. 
Implkaltous: 

I. Indian manufacturers are not sufficiently intel- 
li/^ent and observant. 

II Demands of customers change fast. 

(rt) □ (b) U (t) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

41. The health of rural women is the last on the 
priority of their men-folk. 

Implications: 

I. The rural women always remain healthy. 

II. They can easily manage their farms and families 
without women. 

(fl) □ ib) U (c) □ id) □ (c) J 

Statement: 

42. Most of the royal families have property disputes. 
Imphcationy 

I. There are too many claimants. 

II. The members of royal families want easy 
inherited money collected by their 
forefathers 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

43. Some medicines in the market arc manufactured 
at places other than where registered. 

Impluatwny 

I. It is not easy to get firms registered. 

II. Some unregistered firms arc manufacturing 
medicines illegally. 

(rt) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

Statement 

44. Many elite kids are involved in violent crimes. 
Implications 

I. Fik) many crime movies and crime fiction affect 
them in an adverse way and they set out for 
wrong type of adventure. 

II. Their parents remain busy with their own ac¬ 
tivities and devote no time to children to incul¬ 
cate moral values in them. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (tO □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

45. Tourists seeking peace and tranquility go to An¬ 
daman and Nicobar islands. 

Implications: 

I. These beautiful islands are still far from the 
madding crowd. 

II. A peaceful living relieves tensions. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


Statement: 

46. For every competitive examination, a portion of 
Mathematics is prescribed in the syllabus. 

Implications: 

I. Every job requires mathematical ability. 

II. Mathematics is the easiest subject. 

(ti) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) U ie) □ 

TYPEm 

In making decisions about important questions, it is 
desirable to be able to distinguish between 'strong' arguments 
and 'uvak' arguments so far as they ar<^concerned with the 
question. 'Weak' argument may not be directly related to the 
question, may be of minor importance ot may be related to some 
trivial asfiect of the question. Each question given below is 
Allowed by two arguments numbered I and II. You have to 
decide which of the arguments is 'strong' and which is 'weak'. 
Then decide which of the answers given below and numbered 
(a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) is the correct answer. 

(rt) Only I is strong. 
ib) Only II is strong. 

(c) Both I and 11 are strong. 

id) Either 1 or II is strong. 

ie) Neither I nor II is strong. 

47 Do we still have colonial hang-over? 

I. Yes, we treat the whitemen as masters. 

II No, we are a self respecting independent nation 
and our courteous behaviour towards the 
whitemen is only a part of our traditional 
politeness towards guests. 

in) U ib) □ (f) □ id) U (c) □ 

48. Are ads with child stars more successful? 

I. Yes, children act better than grown-ups. 

II. No, the spectators prefer glamorous grown-up 
persons. 

ia) U ib) □ (c) □ id) U ie) □ 

49. Are parks essential in big cities? 

I. Yes, a patch of green is absolutely essential 
among stone and brick constructions for a 
breath of fresh air and to stretch limbs in thickly 

K >pulated cities. 

o, they occupy big space which could house 
many families and could bring much revenue 
to the govt through its sale. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

50. Are countries, that have thrown away com¬ 
munism and have formed a Commonwealth of Inde¬ 
pendent States going to be more successful and 
prosperous in future? 

I. Yes, their co-founders and leaders have new 
plans and are sure of improvement in existing 
conditions. 

II. No, so many independent States cannot work 
together with joinj^ economic and military 
policies for long and are bound tp have 
clashes. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ (<0 □ (e) □ 
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' 51. Do Interna tional Film Festivals promote better 
cultural understanding among nations? 

I. Yes, so many different cultures with the same 
human emotions are seen on the silver screen in 
all their {>erspectives, discussed and under¬ 
stood. 

II. No, the Film Festivals are only glamorous and 
show-biz activity and the only understanding 
reached is the financial one. 

(rt) □ (b) □ (c) □ W) □ (c) □ 

52. Should banks have a right to seize private proper¬ 
ty as loan recovery procedure? 

I. Yes, the clever debtors have made it a habit to get 
loans from the banks and then not pay it back. 

II. No, loans are sanctioned to provide tetter living 
and better job prospects, not to deprive people 
of what they alreacly have. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (</) □ (c) □ 

TYPE IV 

Read the uiatructions f;iven behnv carejitUxf and ansmrthe 
qtie^lions that follow. 

Some enterpreneiirs have applied to the goi’erwnait to 
^^raiit them permi'ysioti to c^tablisli cement factories. The ;^ovt 
wdl }(ianl the permission after the following conditions are 
‘satisfied. 

1 . The applications on proscribed forms must have 
reached the Head-Office on or before 14th November 1991 
with name of the factory j,roposed. 

2. The site proposed should not be more than 10 
kili metres from the main road nor less than 1 kilometre. 

3 The plants to be installed should have the approval 
of the government. 

4. There should be no other cement factory within a 
range of 50 kilometres. 

5. The owners of the proposed factories must have 
obtained NOC (No Objection Certificate) from the Board 
of Environmental Preservation. 

6 . The proposed owners must have a deposit of at- 
Icast 10 millions in their accounts. 

7. Cement should be in demand in the State. 

The concerning Minister can gwe special sanction to the 
oioners if: 

(0 the application reaches the department on or 
before 30th Nov '91, thus giving a relaxation of about a 
fortnight. 

{/») the plant is not approved by the Indian govern¬ 
ment but is being used in some foreign country. 

(in) the owner has a deposit of 5 millions only but 
people are prepared to buy shares for the remaining 
amount. 

The Commissioner of the department concerned can giw 
special sanction to the parlies if: 

(i) the proposed sight is less than 50 kilometres from 
other factories but cement is very much in demand. 


f 


(it) the proposed site is more than 10 kilometres from 
the road. 

(«/) the Board of Environmental Preservation put an 
objection because tfiere were green fields nearby but the 
owners are prepared to install anti-pollution plants in 
their factories. 

Note: No case shall go to both, the Minister and the Commis¬ 
sioner. 

Mark pour answers as under: 

A. The permission was directly granted as all the 
conditions were fulfilled. 

B. Permission was not granted as some required in¬ 
formation is lacking. 

C. Permission was granted on the recommendation 
of the Minister. 

D. Permission was granted on the recommendation 
of the Commissioner. 

E. Permission was denied. 

53. Arun Cement Works applied on 17th Oct '91. 
There is no cement factory nearby, the nearest one being 
65 km.s away. It is 7 kms from the main road. The party is 
financially sound with a deposit of 15 millions, and 
proposes to install government approved plant and the 
area needs cement. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

54. Bharat Cements applied on 3rd Dec '90. They 
have a deposit of 30 millions in their account and have 
received NOC. There is not much demand of cement in 
that area as one cement factory is 35 kms and another 17 
kms from the proposed site which is 16 kms from the main 
road. They propose to install a plant which is approved by 
the government. 

AU BU CU DO EU 

55. Cement India has proposed a site 5 kms from the 
road where cement is in great demand as there is no 
factory for 75 kms. The enterpreneur applied on 16th Dec 
'90, got NCKT and want to install a plant which is being 
successfully used in France for a decade. Their deposits 
are 5 millions but applications of persons prepared to buy 
shares worth 12 millions. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

56. Durga Cements applied on 26th Nov '91. The 
propostxj site is 9 kms from the main road and there is no 
cement factory a round for 62 kms. They have not obtained 
NCXT but propose to install anti-pollution plant as well as 
a government approved plant. There is great demand of 
cement in the area and the party has a deposit of 15 
millions. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

57. Ellora Cement Works have a deposit of 12 mil¬ 
lions, have obtained NOC and propose to install a govt 
approved plant. There is no other factory for 55 kms 
hence there is a great demand in the area. The proposed 
site is 8 kms from the main-road and they applied on 
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2nd Sept'91. 

AU BQ CQ DO EQ 

58. Fair Dealers applied on 14th Nov '91. Cement in 
the area is highly in demand although a small factory is 38 
kms away. The proposed site is 6 kms from road and the 
plant to be installed is approved by the govt. They shall be 
installing anti-pollution plant as there are green fields 
around. The party has a deposit of 22 millions. 

AQ BU CU DU EU 

59. Govind Cements, with 40 millions in account ap¬ 
plied on 29th Nov '91. The proposed site is 7 kms from the 
main road. Cement is much in demand the other factory 
being 52 kms away. They want to install a plant which is 
very popular m Spain and have obtained NCXT. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

60. Happy Cement Works have selected a site 3 kms 
from the main road. Cement is much in demand the other 
factory being 58 kms away. They have obtained NOC and 
are going to install government approved plant. They 
applied on 25th Nov '90 and have 14 millions in their 
accounts. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

61. Indian Cement Works propose to build a factory 
at a place which is 4 kms from the main road and there is 
no competitor for 60 kms around. They obtained NOC 
from the E.P. department and applied for the permission 
on 12th Oct'91. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

62. Jaya Cements have chosen a site where cement is 
so much in demand that a factory 34 kms away is unable 
to meet it. They have an account of 14 millions, have 
obtained NOC and projrose to install govt approved 
plant. They applied on 3rd June '91 and the site is 6 kms 
from the main road. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

TYPEV 

In questions given below, statements 1 and 2 are follotved 
by conclusions I and II. Taking the statements to be true al¬ 
though they may seem at variance with commonly accepted 
facts, tick-mark your ansioers as folloios: 

A. Only I follows. 

B. Only II follows. 

C. Both 1 and II follow. 

D. Either I or II follows. 

E. Neither I nor II follows. 

Statements: 

63. 1. Some bricks are flowers. 

2. All flowers are oranges. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some oranges are bricks. 

II. Some bricks are not oranges. 


_ GENEHM. INTBLUGENCS 

AQ BU ca DU ED 
Statements: 

64. 1. All candles are diamonds. 

2. All diamonds are fans. 

Conclusions: 

1. All candles are fans. 

II. All fans are candles. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

Statements: 

65. 1. All books are dictionaries. 

2. Some dictionaries are magazines. 

Conclusions: • 

1. All magazines are dictionaries. 

II. Some magazines are books. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

Sta feme Ills: 

66. 1. Some beggars are leaders. 

2. Some leaders are robbers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some robbers are beggars. 

II. Some robbers are not beggars. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

Statements: 

67. 1. Only those millionaires are industrialists who 
are not businessmen. 

2. Only those industrialists are farmers who are 
not shop-keepers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some farmers are businessmen. 

II. No shop-keeper is a businessman. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

TYPE VI 

Each of the questions below consists of a question and two 
statements numbered I and II givfii below it. You have to decide 
whether the data provided in the statements are sufficient to 
answer the question. Read both the statements and give ansiver: 

A. if the data in statement I alone are sufficient to 
answer the question. 

B. if the data in statement II alone are sufficient to 
answer the question. 

C. if the data in I and II are necessary to answer the 
question. 

D. if the data either in I or in II alone are sufficient to 
answer the question. 

E. if the data in both I and II are not sufficient to 
answer the question. 

68. What is the secret of a box-office-hlt-movie? 

I. The cast includes famous stars. 

II. The story-writer and the director are aware of 
the latest craze, tastes and demands of the 
general public. ^ 

AU BU CU DU EU 

69. Who among A, B, C and D was driving the car 
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when it met with an accident? 

I. B and D do not know driving. 

II. C drives rashly but was sleeping. 

AU BU CQ DQ EU 

70. How many minutes are there in an hour? 

I. There are 24 hours in a day. 

II. There are 60 seconds in each minute. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

71. Why are most of the T.V. serials granted 13 
episodes? 

I. 13 IS considered to be a lucky number for some 

II. The policy of the DD is to plan for one quarter 
of a year, hence 13 episodes. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

72. What is the salary of Mr X? 

I. It is somewhere between Rs 4900/- and Rs 
5000/-. 

II. The amount he receives can be divided by 101 

AU BU CU DU EU 

73. Who among A, B and C is not spieaking the truth? 

I. A and B do not tell lies. 

II. B and C are not telling the same thing. 

AU BU CU DU EU 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (h) All the others are negative qualities acquired by a 

person. 

2. (c) It IS a birth-mark while others are painful growths 

or skin-eruptions. 

3. (c) All the others have single or two horns. 

4. (b) It is the only one not related with games. 

5. ((/) All the others fall in the category ot cosmetics. 

6. (c) It requires skill as well. 

7. (b) All the others are juicy fruits. 

8. (c) It is a form of charity while others are given for 

commendable performance. 

9. (c) The relationship is that of creature and the place 

where it is found in abundance. 

10. (ii) One is made from the other. 

11. (b) One flows through the other. 

12. (rf) Just as scarlet is one of the colours, cancer is one 

of the signs of zodiac. 

13. (a) They almost mean the same. 

14. (c) The words are opposites. 

15. (a) Just as trials are carried out in courts in the same 

way trains are for travelling. 

16. (d) One is a part of the other. 

17. (W One is a particular item of the other. 

18. (h) 19. (e) 20. (a) 21. (c) 22. W) 

23. (d) The order being Rekha, Asha, Nirmala, Manju, 

Shanta and Pooja. 

24. (d) 25. (c) 26. (a) 27. B 

28. A 29. D 30. C 31. (c) 


32. 

(a) 

33. (d) 

34. (a) 

35. 

(a) 

36. 

(b) 

37. (b) 

38. (d) 

39. 

(0 

40. 

(b) 

41. (e) 

42. (c) 

43. 

(b) 

44. 

(0 

45. (a) 

46. (f) 

47. 

(b) 

48. 

(c) 

49. (a) 

50. (d) 

51. 

(a) 

52. 

(c) 





53. 

B. 

No mention of NOC. 





54. E. No demand, hence permission can't be granted as 
there are two factories already. 

55 C. Minister's sanction—French Plant and Shares. 

56. E. No case shall get consideration from the Minister 

and the Commissioner. (Note). 

57. A. All conditions are fulfilled. 

58. D. Distance and anti-pollution plant. 

59 C Date and Spanish plant. 

60 A All conditions are fulfilled. 

61. B. Type ot plant and accounts are not mentioned. 

62. D. Distance to be considered by the Commissioner. 

(1.1 to 67 tifpe are h'st ansu’cred by drawing 
diagranoi fot all yiobabilttW'^ and llieii teadniig the final truth. 




68. B. 1 IS only one aspect, II is enough. 

69. C. The conclusion cannot be reached without both. 

70. E. No statement gives relation between hour and 

minutes. 

71. B. Seems reasonable enough. 

72. C. There is only one number, 4949 between the given 

range that can be divided by 101. 

73. A. First statement is enqugh. 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1 adumbrate: (a) support (h) advise (r) suggest 
((/) defend 

2 broadside: (n) appreciation (h) approval (t) attack 
(d) deception 

^ calibrate: (a) celebrate {b) marry (c) mark 
id) define 

4 denims: (a) jeans (b) trousers (t) over-coat 
(d)socks 

5 eavesdrop: (n) walk (b) listen (c) overtake 
(d) overlook 

6 fuzzy: (<i) bright (W blurrc*d (t) muddy (d) distant 

7 gumption: (<?) perspiration (b) thirst (i) initiative 
(d) inspiration 

8 hector (a) bully ib) dance (<.) compose (d) sym¬ 
pathise 


11 libel: (a) reward (b) criticism (t) amusement (d) 
slander 

12 numismatist: (a) expert (b) reformer (c) collector 
(d) player 

n outfit: (a) baggage (b) group (c) complaint (d) ex¬ 
planation 

14 paunch: Oi) heart (b) packet (tJ pocket (d) stomach 

1 “i reguigitate: (a) suppress (b) float (<) give (opinion) 
(d) fly fast 

16 salacious: («) sweet (b) decent (t) indecent (d) ur¬ 
gent 

17 tribulation: (a) sacrifice (b) survival (c) defiance 
(d) suffering 

18 whodunit: (<?) detective story (b) religious narra- 


(d) list 


„ . ^ , ,, ^ /s i. tion (<) epic poem (d) exhibition 

9 inventory: (rt) invention (b) discovery (t) research ^ ^ 


19 yen: (/?) longing (b) mquest (i) advae (i/) practice 


10 jell: (a) distort (b) subvert (i ) irntate (d) take shape 

20 zealot: (a) jealous (b) fanatic (t ) nval (d) devotee 

ANSWERS 

1 adumbrate: (r) suggest, indicate, fore-shadow 

11 libel (if) slander, defamation 

—The memory of the past adumbrate^ the fate of the living 

—The interview was an absolute libil on the character and 

2 broadside: (c) attack (fierce in words) 

conduct of an honest public servant 

—The Pnme Minister dehvered a hroad‘<uie at the advocates of 

12 numismatist- (i) collector (ctiins and medals) 

human rights for their silence on the killings of innocent persons by 

—from a mere stamp collector my friend has become a 

militants 

renowned numismatist also 

3 calibrate: (c) mark, correct, rechfy 

13 outfit- (W group, equipment organization kit 

—India cabbrah s its moves in a spieaal situation in the light of 

—It is feared that the new policy may benefit only a small 

its national interests 

publishing outfit 

4 denims: (a) jeans 

14 paunch; (d) stomach, bally (fat) 

—The company, whic h not loo long ago, was in poor financial 

—You are getting quite a paunch from drinking a lot of beer 

shape, IS today on the crest of the denims wave 

15 regurgitate- (c) vomit, disgorge, give (ojnnion) 

S eavesdrop- (b) listim, bug, overhear 

—In order to prove his pseudo-scholarship, my fnend is 

—^When parents were discussmg Ram's wayward behaviour. 

simply regurgitating stuff remembered from lectures 

he was emv^roppwg the discussion 

16 salacious: (c) indecent, obscene 

6 fuzzy: (W blurred, mdistinct 

—^The editor who dared tantalise (excite) his readers with 

—^Since the light was poor, the photographs have come out all 

salacious exposure of the dictator's jTersonaiity soon found himself 

fll2ZV 

behmd the bars 

7 gumption: (t) mitiative, self-reliance, common-sense 

17 tnbulahon: (d) suffering, trouble 

—He IS a nice enough lad, but he does not seem to have much 

—Human life comprises trials and tribulations and we should 

gumption 

bear them bravely 

8 kectOR (a) bully, torment, domineer 

18. udiodunlt: (fl) detective story/play 

—In the joint family, none had the courage to face the grand- 

—Her latest whodunit created quite a stir among readers and 

father when he sjxike m a hectoring tone of voice 

critics 

9 inventory: (d) fast, tally, count 

19 yeiu (a) longmg, yeanung 

—When the house was being auctioned, a complete inventory 

—Many young men and women have a strong i/en to visit 

of house-hold gcxids was kept 

foreign counMes 

to jell (if) take shajje, become definite 

20 zealot: (k) fanatic, bigot, enthusiast 

—Greet thinkers have to undergo varied experiences before 

—Many a time zealols do more harm to reUgion ttian the 

their ideas |egui to /ell 

atheists 
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TOPICAL £SSAY 


National Policy on Education 


"If we can combine vision with prag¬ 
matism, political will with economic 
resourcefulness, internatioml solidarity 
with national commitment, the expertise 
of the educators with the fresh contribu- 
tion of the media, science and technology, 
the business community, xvluntary or¬ 
ganisations and many others, then and 
only then, the struggle to bring education 
to all can be won." 

(Mr Frederica Mayor, 
Director General, UNESCO) 

R ead with the solemn sermon 
that applies more to the appalling 
conditions of mass illiteracy and ig¬ 
norance among peoples of the Third 
World, the situation in India as far as 
education —primary, secondary and 
higher—is none too h.»ppy to be al¬ 
lowed to drift any further. Today 
India has nearly 459 million illiterates 
which is equal to the population of 
USA and UK. The gains achieved in 
literacy which went up from 60 mil¬ 
lion in 1951 to 247 million in 1981 
have been more than neutralised 
with the alarming increase in popula¬ 
tion. It is now felt that the removal of 
illiteracy has to be taken up as a 
people's movement. It is such move¬ 
ments that were able to eradicate the 
curse of illiteracy in countries like 
Cuba, Brazil, Chile and Nicaragua. 

Although a number of Commis¬ 
sions have gone through the entire 
gamut of education, past and present, 
since 1947, it was only in 1985 that 
the ministry of education issued a 
document called "The Challenge of 
Education" describing the situation 
on the educational front and taking 
up pertinent issues in the right 
earnest. The document had stated 
unambiguously that while decisions 
taken would cost something, 
decisions not taken would cost even 


more. So the policy of drift, fol¬ 
lowed all these decades, has been 
expensive and highly detrimental 
to the constitutional pledge of com¬ 
pulsory elementary/primary 
education for all. Even now after all 
the pious declarations and delibera¬ 
tions in various fora and commit¬ 
tees we seem nowhere near the goal 
of universal literacy and much 
heart-searching needs to be done it 
we mean business in the field of 
education. Swami ViVekananda 
had said: "Education is the manites- 
tation of the perfection ala-adv m 
man." 

The policy formulated in 
1986—'The National Tolicv on 
Education'—had three principal 
areas of thrust. One was to make’ 
good the systematic neglect ol 
elementary education, the Mvond 
was to vocationalise seioiuiarv 
education and the third was to im¬ 
prove standards of pc'rtormance at 
the higher and professional level 
One thing that comes across clearly 
from the reading of the Kamamurti 
Committee report is that it is at the 
elementary level that the country 
defaulted most grievously and it is 
there that systematic and unwaver¬ 
ing action requires to be taken. The 
committee has made out a strong case 
for integrating early childhood care 
and education and the minimum 
needs programme. Unless the two 
are integrated it is unrealistic to ex¬ 
pect any perceptible and meaningful 
progrc*ss on the plane of elementary 
education. 

The committee has gone into 
considerable detail about how it is to 
be done, the manner of changes 
needed in administrative procedures, 
funding and so on and what mag¬ 
nitude of effort will have to be made 


to translate into actual and concrete 
shape the basic thrust of 'National 
Policy on Education'. 

'Operation Blackboard', how¬ 
ever limited in scope and impact, did 
produce some commendable 
results. With Central assistance to 
States in this particular area of ac¬ 
tion and periodic assessment, the 
results are beginning to show but 
the magnitude and contours of the 
problem are so stupendous, that no 
'ad hocism' or 'tokenism' would 
keep the momentum going for long. 
What is called for is a massive ef¬ 
fort, both at the governmental as 
well as voluntary organisational 
levels, without fuss or fury of any 
kind. 

1 he establishment of 
'Navodaya Vidyalayas (School)'— 
one such school in each district 
across the country, entirely funded 
by the Central government, was 
another serious step in the right 
direction for such children of rural 
background as were/are brilliant 
and sharp and who are to be ad¬ 
mitted to such a school through 
open competition—though seem¬ 
ingly elitist in character to some ex¬ 
tent, are a boon for those rural 
children who, for want of proper 
guidance and financial sup^rt, are 
made to rot and rust in the not very 
congenial and competitive atmos¬ 
phere in most village schools. Hard¬ 
ly had these schools crossed the 
teething troubles of establishment 
when voices began to be raised 
against their continuation on the 
puerile plea that these schools would 
foster the bane of 'public school 
mentality' at public expense and thus 
segregate the students from the 
mainstream of their social and cul- 
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tural milieu. But the review commit¬ 
tee of 'New Education Policy' under 
the chairmanship of Acharya 
Ramamurti recommended not only 
the restructuring of existing 261 
Navodaya Schools, but also the 
vocationalisation of elementary 
education, the doing away with the 
annual system of examinations, com¬ 
plete autonomy to schools and the 
allocation of additional financial and 
intellectual resources to compensate 
for past negkx't of those in S(', ST and 
OBC categories. 

Many of the proposals of the 
committee, though laudable, are not 
easy to implement tor obvious 
reasons. The concept of doing away 
with annual examinations is likely to 
encounter resistance from parents 
and students who have over the 
years come to consider success in ex¬ 
aminations as synonymous with 
merit and naturally a passport to a 
good job. Moreover, no other 
mechani.sm or system, both viable 
and cmdible to judge a student's level 
ot performance has been tried and 
found workable for such a massive 
numbers as we have them in 
school/colleges all over the country. 
For the implementation of other 
recommendations, the government 
has to find Rs 2600 crore to provide 
vocational education to 25 per cent of 
students. If each ot the 500 districts in 
the country is to have one 
Navodaya School, it will cost 
another 500 crore. 

As things stand today, educa¬ 
tion continues to be on a relatively 
low priority of both the Central as 
well as State governments and each 
has its own constraints and compul¬ 
sions as far as the allocation of 
funds for education are concerned. 
As a result the talk of fundamental 
right to education for all ends up as 
another high-sounding slogan as 
nothing concrete is done to recog¬ 
nise the ground realities and 
remove the factors responsible for 
mass illiteracy, population ex¬ 
plosion and other evils plaguing the 
Indian society. The investment on 
education today is not even 3 per 
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centof theGNPwhereasthe Kothari 
Commission had recommended 6 
per cent many years ago. 

Under the new dispensation, the 
URD (Human Resource Develop¬ 
ment Ministry) is committed that 
education can no longer be confined 
to the classrooms nor can it be in the 
classical mould. Hence the criticism 
that two parallel systems of primary 
and elementary education existing in 
the country—the formal stream and 
the informal stream—could not 
produce the desired results, has been 
ftiund valid. In view of the daily con- 
tli< I between the economic interest of 
the family and the individual interest 
ot the child, informal education has 
to be given to the child at a time con¬ 
venient to him/her. In this respect the 
scope ot informal/non-formal educa¬ 
tion as envisaged in 1986 under Nl’F, 
(National Policy on Education) has 
been enlarged. St'rious discussions 
are on among top eciucationists and 
senior citizens of the country to 
suspend teaching and all other ac¬ 
tivity in colleges and universities for 
a year so that there can be 'mass ac¬ 
tion for national regeneration'. Ayear 
spent in a very educative activity 
would also mean interacting with the 
'soul and salt' of India. 

Delinking degrees from jobs is 
not a new idea. It was first mooted by 
the NPE (1986) and debated 
vigorously in seminars all over the 
country but nothing definite has 
come out of the exercise. Perhaps this 
is the fate of most such proposals. 
They are discussed threadbare, a lot 
of heat is generated and then they 
hibernate into oblivion. "Continued 
high levels of investment in higher 
education is contradictory to the 
results of stud ies on return from invest¬ 
ment which have brought out that 
lower levels of education have a higher 
average rate of return—investment in 
lower levels of education contributes 
more to income distribution and 
reduction of poverty besides 
economic growth."(Ramamurti Report) 

Another Committee headed by 
Mr N. janardhan Reddy, hcis gone 
into the implementation of the NPE 


_ TOPICAL ESSAY 

(1986) and identified,several priority 
areas during the Eighth Plan for at¬ 
taining the goal of universalisa- 
tion of elementary education. 
Among other things, it has em¬ 
phasised universal enrolment, 
recommended setting up' of 
primary schools within one 
kilometre of walking distance t6r 
all children and suggested that 
facilities of non-formal education 
be provided for school drop-outs, 
working children and girls, who 
cannot attend schcfol. (Operation 
Blackboard should be extended to 
upper primary level as well and 
local-level committees which in¬ 
clude women and teachers. 

Before other refonns are talked 
about educational planning is re- 
quirgd to put the ob)ectives of educa- 
j tion straight and the interlinkages 
between the sub-sectors of education 
into a well-defined perspective. This 
could be accomplished by clearly 
segregating the tasks of mass educa¬ 
tion for meaningfully universalising 
elementary education and choosing 
the optimum rates of growth at 
higher levels of education for mean¬ 
ingful manpower planning. The first 
must be based on a basic minimum 
rights approach and the second could 
be specifically for the purpose of 
human capital formation and hence 
subject to econometric optimisation. 
"Education in its broader sense 
begins only after formal school 
education is finished. The truth is 
found when men are free to pursue 
it ".—Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

"The normal Indian child is 
burnt out by very conscious and 
deliberate processes, which could 
have been avoided by the time he 
reaches grade three. By then he has 
been socialised into an education cul¬ 
ture which does not like innovative¬ 
ness and individuality, a system 
which has no room for enquiry. The 
system really kills children, that is, if 
you consider imagination, curiosity 
and a desire to manipulate reality 
and interact with the world's basic 
characteristic of learning." — Dr 
Krishan Kumar, an expert on educa¬ 
tion. 


SHORT BSSAY 


Political Popularity 


"Nn man null ever btine oiil of the 
Prcsulenq/ the reputation which carries 
him into it. Politics is such a torment 
that I would advise even/ one I love not 
to mix toith It." 

—Thomas Jefferson 

P OLITICAL populdrity, as it is un¬ 
derstood in the present-day con¬ 
tent, is as brittle as glass and as 
untenable as a house of cards. On the 
sweep of popular support, earned or 
acquired, one may reach the top of 
personal glory and find the political 
scenario around highly stimulating 
and si'iisational. But a single/n»v pas 
or quirk of circumstance may change 
the political climate to such an extent 
that the 'saviour' of yesterday may 
become a ivrsona non i^iata ot today. 
Such is the character and composi¬ 
tion ol pcxiple's faith and confidence 
that nobcxly should take them for a 
ride nor should they be.taken for 
granted. 

In a democracy, whether par¬ 
liamentary or presidential, the for¬ 
tunes of political figures and their 
parties keep fluctuating like mercury 
in a barometer. If people are prone to 
bi'stowing their fulsome praise on the 
leader for his charismatic personality 
(President J.F. Kennedy) or tor 
his/her sterling performance in war 
(Mrs Indira Gandhi after Bangladesh 
war 1971 and President Bush after the 
Gulf war 1991) or for some revolu¬ 
tionary economic measure, the same 
people may pull the rug from under 
the popular leader's feet and dump 
him/her into the waste-paper basket 
of obscurity and oblivion, to come 
out of which may prove an uphill 
task. 

"Buy popularity now, pay later". 
This is a rule followed by politicians 
of all hues. By dangling the carrot of 
promises and pledges before a gul¬ 
lible audience and credulous public, 
the politician:* show a ro.sy path to the 
people at large. "With no holds 
barred" and 'all is fair in love and 


politics', the practitioners of politi¬ 
cal strings and shifting loyalties 
make use of every conceivable 
weapon in their armoury to achieve 
the top slot m the political hierarchy. 
In their hearts ot licarts they know 
that such political popularity, as at¬ 
tained by gimmicks or popuhsm, is 
both fickle and lake. I'or their acts of 
commission and omission, people 
have to pay through their nose and 
the country has to lace a host ol 
problems like the run-away inflation, 
soaring prices depleting foreign 
reserves, social unrest et al. 

Nearer home, on the political 
graph, the popularity curves ol 
'leading lights' of various political 
parties rose to dizzying heights, 
when on the crest ol 'waves' they 
achieved unprecedented electoral 
gains, especially in 1972 (after 
Bangladesh war), in 1977 (after Emer¬ 
gency) and in 1984 (after Indira 
Gandhi's assassination). But strange 
are the ways of political permuta¬ 
tions and combinations that success 
tends to blind the successful whereas 
failure turns them cynical. 

Stable political popularity of a 
leader or a party does not come by 
chance, nor dot's it fall from heaven. 
It has to be ccmceived, cultivatcxl and 
collated with the aspirations of the 
people like the adoption of "Socialis¬ 
tic Pattern of Society" policy resolu¬ 
tion at Avadi under the inspiring 
leadership of Pt Nehru. Shastri's 
popularity was due to his simplicity, 
humility and down-to-earth ap¬ 
proach to the problems of poverty, 
social inequalities and economic dis¬ 
parities among Indian masses. Above- 
all, his identification with the com¬ 
mon people of India and his slogan 
'Jai Jaw'an jai Kisan’ endeared him to 
one and all. His determination and 
stewardship during the 1965 Indo- 
Pak war further raised his stature and 
added a few more feathers to his al¬ 
ready growing popularity among the 


people at home and abaiad. 

In the sub-continent where 
heritage plays a pivotal role in almost 
all walks of life, dynastic politics can¬ 
not remain an exclusive outcaste 
from the obsessive passion of trans¬ 
ferring the political mantle from 
father or mother to son or daughter. 
Quite often it is a legacy made to pass 
from cine generation to another or it 
may be acquired by pursuing a 
public cause or by the rare gift of gab 
or by playing to the gallery. Whatever 
be source of political popularity more 
often than not it tends to turn many a 
head or makes monster of a man, 
who with its possessive nature of 
pursuit becomes a victim of 
svcophancy and without it an out¬ 
right cynic or an irresponsible critic. 

lixcessive use of gimmics such as 
"the distribution of loans in 'Loan 
Melas', by one government and 
'waiving of loans' by another 
government" (to quote just two ex¬ 
amples) can land any country into an 
economic mess. Escalating budgetary 
deficits on account of wasteful non¬ 
plan expenditure over the years, sick 
public sector units surviving on sub¬ 
sidies, et at may be good for building 
up the bridges and citadels of politi¬ 
cal popularity, but they cannot pro¬ 
vide a .self-sustaining infra-structure 
to a developing economy. And now 
when the debris of ill-conceived and 
recklessly pursued economic policies 
during the eighties are staring us in 
the face, some politicians are still 
finding it difficult to face the realities 
and rid themselves of the myopic 
political games falling under the 
theme 'buy cheap popularity now, 
pay later or make others pay through 
the nose'. 

It goes without saying that in a 
democracy the edifice of political 
popularity ran bewme an asset only 
if it is not entirely built up on the 
premises of populist policies and 
postures, dubious devices , and 
devious designs. 


HNBfil 
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PARAGRAPH’ WRITING 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


"Only a life saved for others 
is a life worthwhile." 

\lhnf I iihh III 

I i\ ing lot SI II piomotioii 
makes us ouliiiaiv but liviiij^ tor 
other human beiiu;s auit it ni'i li 
be, even d\ inj; lor a seltUss lausi* 
and lOiuein tonters on us thv' 
halo ot K lUi^ extra-ordmai V li 
respevtive ot vaste treed and 
coloui, it vve aie motivated bv the 
ideals ot setv ing and allev lating 
the sulltiings t>l others, onlv then 
tan vve teel a sense ol tontentment 
and tonsummaticm I vcn the 
animals, it properK tamed and 
trainetl provt'bettei tnends and 
tompamons than most ot us, v\ ho 
tend to show the baiks anil tiee 
the battle-lield when ilangers ion 
liont and the emmies trv to over 
w helm us What makes iis woitln 
human beings is not the amount ol 
assits and ainotions that vve keep 
anumulatmg during oui shoil 
span ot life but the seivue, how 
ever small and humble, that vve 
rendei to others ‘selfless men ot 
know ledge and wisdom, whether 
Ihev chartered tiuii ionises on the 
lough and ha/v seas ol spiiitual 
mvsteiies oi moial enigmas oi 
they bioke the barriers of ig 
noiaiue, ilhteraiv, disi>ase and 
hunger, they treated hie as a ihal- 
lenge to sui mount and subdue the 
hidden toes si>ihat tomoirovv was 
a bit bettii than then present 

"The great end of life is not 
knowledge but action." 

I H Ihnliy 

1 lie IS not mereiontemplation, 
if IS action heieand now Wmit we 
lomeive in moments ot silent e and 
solitude may be relevant fora while 
but what we extrait out from the 
mystenes ot natuie, matters in the 
long run 'Know ledge w ithout 
action' IS like a flower w ifhout 
fragrance What lends tharm to life 
IS not meditation but action in the 
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liv ing piesent Knovvlc'dge gamed 
through inter action with mightv 
minds may give us intellei tiial satis 
lac tion but knowledge put to use 
loi the betti'inuMit ol hum.mcondi 
tion will ollei us both mtelleitual 
stimulant as well as physical 
piowess All action taki n m haste 
mav c lid m contusion and i ouster 
nation Sunilailv knowledge 
gatheiid catalogueil documented 
and ultimatelv put m sale vaults 
may onlv Iced the' gieid ol moths 
anci similar either soecics I hi 
axioms strike w hue the non is hot 
and make hav w hile the sun 
shine's bring out the v italilv and v ii 
tue of action 1 he temple ol eivili/a- 
tion and the auia of human lultuu’ 
are a standing ti ibute to the dignity 
and deity of action flu'whole 
philosophy ol C.ita', the great In 
dian c'pic, n'volvi>s round the pivot 
of action without whose driving 
loice and c reative cult life s )ourney 
would have got stuck up in the 
mud and miie of misery 

'The paths of glory lead but 
to the grave." 

///oiiiiis Cim/ 

I go and pride feed human 
mind vv ith ab)ect ambitions the 
le.ilisalion of which not only upsets 
the apple cai t ot social hai mony but 
also unsettles many an esfablislied 
institution I lurnan history bexus tes¬ 
timony to the teaisomc fact that 
those w ho i rav ed tor the gloiy ot 
woild-ionc|ui‘s| with gun anif fire, 
onlv licked the dust tind lound their 
yearning futile and fatal f he irony 
ot their life was that under the glare 
of temporary v ic tones and an accre¬ 
tion to then expanding empire*, they 
forgot that they w'c're, in tact, ap¬ 
proaching their grav'es taster than 
anticipated In their obsession tor 
graniieur, higher than the sky and 
passion lor attaining immortality 
while they are alive, some human 
beings indulge m all sorts ot tricks 
and twists and in the prcxress push 
mankind towards the abyss of an¬ 
nihilation or near decmvation To 


live with dignity and divinity is 
everyman's right but to smothei the 
honour and humanity of others, is 
no man's pierogative, however 
mighty or inajc'stic he may claim to 
be 1 he gloiy attiync'd thiough 
blood-shc’d mav be thrilling for the 
uili'r, but who knows loi how long 
such a gloiv would last 

"I ife without faith is an arid 
business." 

Nin I Cod'd/(/ 

A landsc.ipe vv ithout w atei is a 
dost it w heieas a hli w ithout laith 
IS an and business beii It ol pi’ace 
within and lianc]uillitv outside 
When the sluidows of tear and 
tailuic'begin to Ihiiaten us it is not 
leason that consoles oi comforts us 
It is our faith m the in\ isible that 
sustains us through the ijuagniire ol 
doubts and drubbings Not intellect 
alone, but tiust m Cmd leads us 
from daikness to light fioni un- 
tiuth to truth, and Iroin exaspeta 
lion (irritation) to eijuaniinity 
(calmness) Wheie human ingenuity 
tails, taith shows the wav out With 
powi ‘1 and possession we may fcvl, 
foi a moment to be at the topol the 
w orld but soo i w hen ri'ality 
dawns, we feel the c hill ot the earth 
and theabsuiifity of oui acc|Uisi 
tions The lure and lustre ot 
materialistic magic is transitory but 
the exuberance that faith bungs to 
OUI dull and div existence is lasting 
When all is lost, we can still lix>k for¬ 
ward to retriev mg it with taith in 
C.od abcive It is through faith that 
the nectar of bliss flcnvs and peace is 
restored to human life that has been 
battered and bruised by c'onstantlv 
running ,ifter worldly illusions and 
images Haying athuned the sui'n- 
mit of aspirations, man still finds 
himselt poor m more than one way 
This paverty of soul can be c'nriched 
only Pv rt'-awakening in ourselves 
the loich of faith that has bi'cn al¬ 
lowed to Wow out bv the storm ot 
mundane pos.sessions and glittering 
gold 



DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Democracy Alone not Enough? 


Dcmocrac]/ is gcneralli/ re^anieii ns 
ii Iwn auil Indin is the world's 
Inr^t’st donwcrna/. This form of ^Oi’crn 
iiiciit has now struck roots in the country. 
It has, howroer, several flaws which, in 
many wai/s, ruins the concept and the 
ima;^e. Reside'’ it often proivs niadeijimie 
to meet imi ions situations. The proposi¬ 
tion for discussion is: "Deinoiraty alone 
IS not enon<.ih if India has to survive as a 
nation " 

Mr A Sir, iiliiiost ovorvone in 

the enlightened countries of the 
v\'orld tavours democracy—rule ot 
the people, by the people and tor 
the people. It implies a certain 
standard ol understanding, educa¬ 
tion and tolerance. It is not only a 
form ot government but is-ilso a 
form of State and society. It has 
several implications, notably social 
I'cjuality, absence ot privilege and of 
discrimination on any ground. In 
theory, India is supposed to be a 
republic —a system of government 
in which the elected representative 
of the people are supreme, with a 
non-hereditary heati (the Pre.sident) 
and usually a non-hereditarv 
privileged class or classes. The well- 
worded Preamble of the Indian Con¬ 
stitution itself says: "We, the people 
of India, having resolved to con¬ 
stitute India into a Sovereign, 
Socialist Secular Democratic 
Republic and to secure to all its 
citizens: justice, social, economic 
and political, liberty of thought, ex¬ 
pression, belief, faith and worship; 
equality of status and of oppor¬ 
tunity; and to promote among them 
all, fraternity assuring the dignity of 
the individual and the unity and in¬ 
tegrity of the nation..." This 
Preamble specifically mentions all 
the features of a democracy. Chap¬ 
ter III further enumerates the Fun¬ 
damental Rights without which no 
democratic country can survive. But 


the tragedy is that although these 
rights and privileges exist on paper, 
in actual practice it has been found 
that these rights are not available to 
the common man. It has also been 
found that as the days pass, the 
republican ideals matter le.ss and 
less in our public life. Actual and 
full-scale implementation is general¬ 
ly mis.sing. Mere enumeration ot the 
basic human rights in the Constitu¬ 
tion IS not enough. Ot what use are 
high-sounding paper declarations it 
the actuality is dilferent from what 
is supposexi to be In fact, there is a 
vast difterence between the two 
There is injustice, ineciuality, dis¬ 
crimination and even denial ol jus¬ 
tice. The pcxir people, c>speii.illy the 
members of the Schedulixl Castes 
and othc*r backward classes. The 
common tlaunting of demociatic 
ideals does ncit, in tact cannot, tecxl 
hungry stomachs, nor can they en¬ 
sure availability of the ba.sic rights 
enshrined in the Constitution Faith¬ 
ful implementation of the principles 
outlined in basic laws ot the land is 
rec|uircd, and also sincerity, honesty, 
full realisation of the importance of 
justice in all arenas ot life. Without 
these, democracy can never be ccmi- 
plete. We can have unity in spite ot 
the amazing diversities in various 
spheres of activity. At present unity 
and trust arc lacking. The missing 
traits indicate that India is not a tull- 
fledgcd demcKracy but a strange 
mixture ot contraclictory trends. 
Creed, conspiracies and com- 
munalism stx'ms to dominate the 
scene. In fact, this country is not a 
genuine democracy but a fake one; 
the form is there but the spirit and 
solid content an* lacking. 

MrB Sir, it seems to me that 
my predecessor has projected only 
the darker side of democracy as it 
exists in India and has deliberately 
overlooked the brighter side. Ours 
is a vast country of continental 


dimensions. There are bound to be 
cases of injustice, incx^uality, dis- 
enmination and maldistribution ot 
the nece^’arics of life. Because of 
the dark spots here and there, w'e 
must not condemn the whole .sys¬ 
tem. No theory or system of govern¬ 
ment is perfect. As the years pass, 
the shortcomings of a democratic 
order of society come to light, and 
this is true of India too. But efforts 
are being made to eliminate the 
flaws in the institutional framework 
and in the actual system as it works. 
It IS obvious that there are ine¬ 
qualities between different men— 
physical ineciualities which make 
some men stronger than others. 

There are mental and material dis¬ 
crepancies tiHi. There cannot be jus-: 
tue, equality, cxjual and fair 
distribution of gtxids and com¬ 
modities in such dismal circumstan¬ 
ces. In capitalist countries and those 
where authoritarianism dominate, a 
tew pcxiple hold all the power 
which they use to their advantage. 

In India the ba.sic infrastructure is 
I'ssentially democratic; there is no 
tendency to establish an autocracy 
or dictatorship. The path of 
democracy is generally straight, , 
though there are pitfalls. Indian 
demcKTacy cannot be perfect be¬ 
cause there is still a vast percentage 
ot illiterate people, while in the USA 
<ind Kngland there is almost cent 
per cent literacy and hence there is 
\ery little exploitation. India has 
hi-ld several general elections in 
which the masses have voted 
without fear or intimidation. 'The 
legislatures comprise duly elected 
people and not nominees of the 
ruling party. The various govern¬ 
ments are constituted democratical¬ 
ly, not in an authoritarian manner. 

As in other democracies, in this 
country loo things are built on a 
firm democratic foundation, though 
ours is a young democracy and it 
will lake some more time for the 
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foundations to become'strongor. I 
do not deny that Indian 
democracy has serious shortcom¬ 
ings but It is wrong to contend 
that India is not a democracy or 
that undemocratic trends 
predominate. The end of 
democracy is good life lor the in¬ 
dividual. Under this system, solu¬ 
tions of problems are found 
through discussion; there arc no 
impositions from above (the Presi¬ 
dent or the I’rime Minister). There 
are no signs of dictatorship in this 
country. Persons who are able and 
competent come to the top. Con¬ 
sensus on various issues is always 
the aim. 

MrC My predecessor, Mr B, 
has stressed the importance of cer¬ 
tain aspects of demcKracy but has 
not been able to weaken the proposi¬ 
tion that in this supposedly 
democratic land there are dark 
shadows everywhere. There is the 
caste .system which implies ine¬ 
quality; gross inefficiency and 
blatant coraiption are noticed all 
round. There are very few signs of 
honesty and fair play. Communal 
tendencies arc found everywhere. 

For a g(X)d democracy we need con¬ 
tentment and tolerance, but these 
two important qualities are missing 
in our scKiety. There are frequent 
communal riots and communal 
bickerings; these smack of in¬ 
tolerance while wo urgently need 
tolerance and justice in all com¬ 
munities. Generally, democracy 
means popular government, with 
the majonty party forming the 
government But in this country, 
minority governments, with the 
majority of the legislators in the op¬ 
position, often remain in office. 

Surely, this is not a genuine 
denuKratic order. Jawaharlal Nehru 
was a true democrat; he was inde¬ 
pendent and a real, true republican. 
Although bom in an affluent family, 
he was not proud or haughty. I le 
remained a stranger to upper class 
arrogance. He was always free from 
parochialism. Affluence did not 
shape his thoughts. As a commen¬ 
tator observed, Nehru projected the 
elevated image of an Indian. But 
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how marw peciple in this country 
can rightfully claim to be following 
in the footsteps of Nehm? He was 
firmly against exploitation of one 
class by another, but what do we 
find in the country today? There is 
exploitation everywhere, then) is 
recklessness and there is cruelty. 
Again, in a really democratic 
country there are no fissiparous ten¬ 
dencies worth the name and there is 
near-complete political unity. In 
India however there are several 
separatist movements; some of 
these, like the Akalis' demand for 
Khalistan, have far-reaching im¬ 
plications. There is much popular 
sunport for narrow religious sym¬ 
bols, myths and legends. All these 
movements tend to create discord 
among the people and cause consid¬ 
erable embarrassment all round, 

. creating problems for the Govern¬ 
ment. Perhaps in no other large 
demcKracy arc the army and the 
police ra]uired to handle such fre¬ 
quent and often serious problems of 
law and order as in India. Oddly 
enough, the terrorists, who indulge 
in massacres now and then, are 
equipped with the most sophisti¬ 
cated weapons, thanks to the active 
help and backing by Pakistan. 

There is widespread graft. 

Another tragedy is that the elec¬ 
tions held in India have many 
blemishes. Elections are an essen- • 
tial part ot democracy and if this 
basic ingredient is tainted, how 
can we expect the superstructure, 
the supreme Parliament, to func¬ 
tion as a truly democratic institu¬ 
tion? Muscle and money power 
[ seem to have become integral 
parts of the electoral process. 

India can never become a truly 
democratic country unless the 
process of elections is purified. We 
need dependable people of sound 
character who would cooperate 
with one another in ensuring the 
smooth functioning of democratic 
institutions. At present we don't | 
have them. 

MrD Sir, I strongly support 
the views expressed by Mr B who 
convincingly presented the case of 
India’s democracy. Mr A and Mr C 
have, on the other hand, pointed 


out several flaws which mar the 
political set-up. But apparently Mr 
A and Mr C seem to ignore the fact 
that there are a>rrupt practices even 
in the world's supreme political and 
military power—the U.S.A. Collec¬ 
tion of party funds in the USA has 
assumed scandalous pro-portions 
though, like the 100-dollar dinners, 
other practices are accepted there as 
a normal feature. No one can deny 
that in democratic India everyone 
has an equal opptjjrtunity of 
development. We must not overem¬ 
phasise the case of the tribals and 
other backward sections of society 
who can, but dp not take full ad¬ 
vantage of the democratic set-up. In 
this country the people's basic- 
rights are upheld by the Supreme 
Court—the guardian of the Con¬ 
stitution. In every regime there are 
leaders and there are followers; this 
IS true of Indian demiKracy t<x). The 
leaders act on behalf of the people. 
Where they let the people down, 
they are overthrown in a }.x>aceful 
manner—-at the polls. It is futile to 
expect perfection in any system. In 
an undeniwratic society leaders 
force themselves on the people; this 
is not so in India which is a 
demcKracy. Superior might and 
influence play a dominant role in 
totalitarian regimes; in India even 
those who have limital means get 
an opportunity of rising in life. It is 
the will of the people that counts; 
this is evident in every general elec¬ 
tion. Tire powerful and the mighty 
have fallen because of the lack of i 

support of the people. As the elec¬ 
torate gets educatcKl and develops 
the power of discrimination, the 
flaws of demcKracy get gradually 
i corrected. Moreover, as time passes, 
the power of the demagogue, the 
political boss, the windbag and the 
lawyer-politicians continually 
decreases. Those who lay stresil on 
complete unity forget that a healthy 
opposition is essential for sound 
working of democracy for which a 
vigilant opposition is necessary. For 
these reasons, I believe that a 
developing democracy suffices for 
India to survive as a nation. It has 
laid the b^is for art effective set-up. 

Time is a great healer; it will heal 
the wounds and fill the gaps. 


PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Do Things Your Own Way 


Stand on your own feet 

HE importance of doing things 
your own way can hardly be 
overstressed. This is what makes for 
full flowering of personality, self-ful¬ 
filment and high achievement. Refus¬ 
ing to follow the crowd, to follow 
your own bent of mind, to be 
nobody-but yourself, is what pays 
the ultimate dividends. 

Stnne people just drift. Tliey go 
with the tide, follow the line of least 
resistance, just think and do as others 
think and do and thus deny their in¬ 
dividuality and personality. Self- 
denial amounts to self-betrayal. 

To be self-reliant, sell-fulfilling 
and achieving personality you must 
master the techniques of standing on 
your tcH?!. 

Think for yourself 
//Thinking", says Henry Ford, "is 
the hardest task any one can do, 
which is probably the reason why we 
* have sc> few thinkers." How many of 
us think for ourselves? Says, Gordon 
Byron, "A lot of people think they 
think but they don't. Often they jump 
from an observation to a conclusion 
without any reasoning whatsoever. It 
is merely a mental impulse. Orderly 
thinking is comparatively rare." 

It takes courage to be a non-con- 
tormist and think differently from 
your group, and the crowd you arc 
with. And yet that is what you owe to 
yourself—your self-esteem, your 
uniqueness m the world, the fact ll\at 
there is only one you. 

You must remember famous 
rules of Descart's cart of thinking: 

(1) accept a thing as true only 
when you clearly recognize it as such; 
and 

(2) be carefu^to avoid haste and 
prejudice. 

. Test your ideas with facts. Give 
up every preconceived notion and 
follow your intellect to whatever con¬ 


clusions it may lead. Avoid sweeping 
statements like "Everybody says", 
"How can you possibly know?" It 
will be fair to say 'many' but not 
everybody In any case truth is not 
always what the majority think. 
Often the exact opposite of what is 
generally believed is the truth. Think¬ 
ing for yourself can be only purpose¬ 
ful if it is given scientific orientation. 
Science is rigidly accurate in observa¬ 
tion and ruthless to fallacy m logic 

Scientific orientation is con¬ 
trasted with anti-scientific orienta¬ 
tions which are the nemesis of correct 
and logical thinking. These are: 

(/) The orientation of depend¬ 
ency, in which statements are ac¬ 
cepted not because they are verifiable 
or logically consistent, but because 
they originate from a parent or 
parent-surrogate which may take the 
form of a person, a professor, a 
philosophical system or a sacred 
book. The general motto of this orien¬ 
tation may be: "Daddy says so". 

(ii) Word miudcdnc'^'^: This 
orientation involves the tendency to 
word-mindedness as distinguished 
from fact mindedness. Examples are: 
"If a statement sounds tnie, it must be 
true"; "If it is eloquently stated, it 
must be true"; "It the speaker has a 
beautiful voice, it must be true"; and 
"If a statement logically follows from 
self-evident truths, it must be true." 

(ill) According to this orienta¬ 
tion whatever we want passionately 
enough to be so is so. We oelieve what 
we want to believe—however absurd 
and improbable. This kind of orienta¬ 
tion is encouraged by mass media 
especially "the dream factories" of 
advertising ancj movies. 

(in) 'Yes-bul' orientation: This is 
the orientation of people who are 
willing to make verifiable statement, 
except when they arrive at subjects 
involving their special moral, cul¬ 
tural, or class prejudice at which 


point they dig their heels into the 
ground and cry, "Yes, but...". The 
'yes-butter' is not willing to apply the 
scientific orientation to some area in 
his thinking. He makes the motto of 
Emerson's statement: "There are two 
laws discrete...I-aw for man, and Law 
for thing", and justifies throwing out 
the scientific orientation in the dis¬ 
cussions of human problems. 

Be Autonomous 

IVE full expression and scope to 
your personality. Do things your 
own way. Act on your own initiative. 
Initiative has btvn defined as "a so¬ 
cial kind of action. It is doing some¬ 
thing worthwhile without being told 
to do so". It has been said that the 
supreme success quality of a man is 
initiative, perhaps it is. At any rale no 
man over yet made a big success un¬ 
less he had it. Many people have far 
more knowledge and ability than 
they use. Their brains appear to have 
no self-starter. And there are no 
handles on them whereby they can be 
moved to action. The mass of the 
people do only what they are told to 
do. Without instructions, they stand 
idle. They seldom start anything. 
They shrink from doing anything on 
their own. They play safe preferring 
to accept orders in a subordinate 
position'to responsibility as execu¬ 
tives. We sec them everywhere— 
people of outstanding ability who 
have no push and never succeed in 
life. Every person who ever started 
anything had to face difficulties and 
doubts. Very often we have to start 
something which we don't know 
how to finish, but wo learn as we go 
along. To start anything new always 
requires some courage and to per¬ 
severe requires a bit of stamina. 

Don't listen to pec^ple who say, 
'This is how things are, and you can't 
change them. It has always been that 
way.' Don't be afraid of striking out 
on the new and untried road—your 
way. Be your 'own man'. Get rid of 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


your idols. Be your own hero. 

Have courage of your convictions 

C OURAGE is not absence of 
despair, it is rather the capacity to 
move ahead in spite of despair. It 
means willingness to confront fear, I 
flying in the face of criticism, relying j 
on yourself; believing enough in j 
yourself and in living yoiir own life | 
as you choose. ' 

William Manchester in his recent 
biography of Douglas MacArthur, 
"American Caesar", (1979) pinpoints 
one outstanding trait of MacArthur, 
who has been compared to 
Alexander the Great. "What IXiuglas 
MacArthur believed in most was { 
Douglas MacArthur." The most shin- [ 
ing example ot the courage of one's [ 
convictions was Martin Luther who | 
said in his famous speech at the Diet , 
of Worms (1521), "1 lere I stand, 1 can¬ 
not do otherwise." j 

It was Magellan who siiid, "the | 
Church says the earth is flat; but I , 
have seen its shadow tin the moon, I 
and 1 have more confidence even in a j 
shadow than in the Church." i 

You may remember Cialileo's 
reply to the Inquisition, "Neverthe¬ 
less it (earth) does move." 

U is a blessed thing indeed if you 
have individuality enough and 
courage to stand by your own convic¬ 
tions, and have the grandeur to say ] 
your say 

But vou must make sure that 
your convictions are in fact true and 
not false. According to Dr ThetKior 
Rick, Lreud told his circle of students 
in Vienna that "only those convic¬ 
tions are lasting and valuable which 
one acquires after overcoming objec¬ 
tions" and added, "Convictions and 
women one can get easily are not 
highly appreciated." 

The English physicist, |ohn 
Tyndall in his "Fragments of 
Science for Un.scientific people", 
wrote, "The brightest flashes in the 
world of thought are incomplete 
until they have been proved to nave 
their counterparts in the world of 
facts." 

Your convictions, in short, must 
be dynamic—founded on reason and 
fact. ! 
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Self-belief 

B elieve in yourself. Have a pas¬ 
sionate faith and enthusiasm in 
what you are doing. As the leading 
Polish spiritual writer M. Malinsld 
puts it, "You have enough strength to 
do what you have to do. Don't be 
afraid of the people who are in your 
way or maliciously put obstacles in 
front of you. Don't be afraid if the 
world is difficult." Everything 
depends upon you, on your trust in 
yourself. 

At the same time don't worry 
overly about the result of your en¬ 
deavour to reach your goals. We tend 
to be so obsessed about the result of 
our effort that we fail to enjoy the 
effort itself. We become so concerned 
that our effort .should result in future 
success that we often fail to watch, 
regulate and take pleasure in the 
present moment. Aldous Huxley 
warns us against the exclusive wor¬ 
ship of success. "The bitch-gixldcss 
success—in William James's 
phrase—demands strange sacrifices 
from those who worship it." Don't 
undervalue the importance of the ef¬ 
fort itself. "I have", says B.T. 
Washington, "learned that success is 
to be measured not so much by the 
position one has reached in life as by 
the obstacles which he has overcome 
while trying to succeed." 

This is not to suggest that there 
should be no persistent effort to 
'succeed' in our endeavour. It is not to 
be taken as an invitation to apathy or 
idlene.ss—far from it. The suggestion 
is to do whatever task presents itself 
to the best of our capabilities with all 
possible care and concentration and 
with all possible enjoyment. How 
well a task is done can be so 
hampered by worrying about the 
result and being prejudiced as to 
what the result would be. Let the 
result take care of itself, because we 
can never guarantee it; we do not 
have the power to manipulate all the 
factors which account the result suc¬ 
cessful. 

Man is a deciding animal. He can 
dedde to eliminate worry if he learns 
to take life as an adventure, as a 
game, as a risky but enjoyable sport. 
"Life", says Hebbel, "is not anything; 
it is only the opportunity for doing 


something." 

Shape your destiny yourself 

W E should not lose sight of the 
fact that our destinies are in¬ 
dividual things and that it is up to us 
personally to take charge and shape 
them according to our capacities, 
needs, ambitions and ideals. They 
cannot be handed over to an assemb¬ 
ly-line and come out tailor-made to 
fit us. They must be designed and 
hammered out by each one of us in¬ 
dividually. To pqpmit forces outside 
of us to shape them for us is to abdi¬ 
cate our birthright as individual 
human personalities. 

"Let George do it", is the 
philosophy of those who shirk per¬ 
sonal responsibility. Cervantes in his 
classic Don Quixote poses the ques- 
I tion: "f lave you the mind to do what 
j nobody can do for you?" If your 
I answer is yes, you will not hesitate to 
i take the helm and pilot your own 
I craft. 

' Assuming responsibility for 

I oneself pays dividends. It enables an 
I individual to develop his potential 
I fully. It fosters individuality and 
develops individual creativity. It 
adds to one's motivation to perform 
better. 

! Taking full responsibility for 

I one's behaviour at all levels—physi¬ 
cal, inter-personal and spiritual— 
leads to new self-undertaking. It is 
the key to self-knowledge. It enables 
one to look oneself straight in the eye. 
It develops initiative. It enhances 
one's capacity to cope with reality ef¬ 
fectively and boldly. 

Total individual responsibility 
enables an individual to live an 
authentic life despite the pressures of a 
standardised mass society. He learns 
that it is his own choices which deter¬ 
mine what he shall become for even 
refusing to choose constitutes, a choice. 
Along with personal responsibility 
goes personal freedom—the freedom 
to live as he chooses, freedom to think 
and act as he wishes; the freedom to 
keep in his own hands the power to 
decide at each step, the course of his 
life, the freedom to make mistakes and 
profit by them, the fteedom to mould 
his own life and the freedom to 
develop his own talents. 


Ail ^ 




4 Issues of 

The competition 



THE TOTAL AWARENESS MAGAZINE 


If You Subscribe for ONE YEAR 

ust send Rs 120.00 towards one year's subscription 
y M.O. * or Bank Draft in the name of THE COMPETITION MASTE 
126, Industrial Area, Chandisarh—160 002, 

alons with the coupon below and we will book your subscriptio 
for 16 MONTHS 




.■A'' 




□ I am a new Subscriber 

□ Please extend my subscription. 

My subscription No. is_ 


o^un VAUO nu 


Signature 


* PLEASE WRITE YOUR COMPLETE NAME AND ADDRESS IN THE "SPACE FOR COMMUNICATION” PROVIDED IN THE M.O. 

SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
TODAYI 

SAVI MOM THAN 33% 








126. !ndustria! Area, Chandigarh—iso 002 




i$] # i® l.'i-l h I j: ^ ‘" 




m: 

‘ ’IC 

K> '.->■« .\<fi jfe 


is® 

















CURRENT AFFAIRS 

AND 

BACKGROUNDERS 


The Best Book on 
Notes on Current Affairs 

with Exhaustive 

Backgrounders 


KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBLISHERS) PVT LTD 






The compacftfon 



VOLUME XXXIIL No. 11 
JUNE, 1992 




EDITOR 

O P. KHANNA 

LAYOUT a DESIGN 

ASSOCIATED ARTISTS, NEW DRHI' 

ADVERTISEMENT (FOR ALL INDIA) 

H.S. PAUL 

PAUL MEDIA SERVICES. 

A-89, AD-CHAMBERS, 

SUDERSHAN PARK. 

NEW DELHI—110 015 
TEL: 5419923 

BANKERS: 

INDIAN BANK 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

YEARLY: Rs 96.00: HALF YEARLY. Rs 60 00 
PAYMENT MUST 8E REMITTED BY M.O OR 
BANK DRAFT. CHEQUES AND I POs ARE 
NOT ACCEPTED 

© THE COMPETITION MASTER 

126, INDUSTRIAL AREA. CHANDIGARH 
Contents or translation of contents must 
not be reproduced in ony monner 
without permission obtain^ beforehand 


JNNiAw IBIC 

1--/rHE TOTAL AWARENESS MAGAZINE 



1 


ReceuHy, uv twk note of the report to the effect that young men and women 
pas^ssing MBA and other professional degrees have a high value in the job 
market and am hope to gel attractive emolument. Early in May loe came across 
a tell-tale analysis of the latest position regarding the recruitment of young 
(leople to the IAS. It is learnt that the Central Government has decided to reduce 
the uiiinbcr of recruits for this sen>ice from the usual leivl of 110 to 80 for this 
year and next year. This decision need not dishearten ambitious youth for many 
of whom the IAS is the first choice because of the prestige it commands and the 
facilities it assures. 

The figure of vacancies notified in the gazette is unlikely to be much beloiv 
the normal, especially because the actual recruitment is generally higher than the 
number envisaged. Moreoivr. the number of candidates to be cleared for the main 
examination on the basis of the preliminary examination is almost normal. 
Official sources contend that the cut in the recruitment is within reasonable 
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Another encouraging aspect is that the cutbacks are often restored to meet the 
frequent contingencies. The need for good administrators is eivr increasing; and 
so are career op}Hntunities for talented fvrsons in various fields. 
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ROLE OF MONEY POWER 

Your Special Feature-1, ‘Curbing 
Money Pmver in Polls', iMai/ 'Y2 issue) 
describes candidly one of the most sensi¬ 
tive issues of our time. Besides many 
other blemishes on our electoral system, 
there is the close nexus betieeen money 
pmver and elections. In fact, money 
power and elections have been function¬ 
ing cheek by jowl right front the first 
Lok Sablia election held in 1952. The evil 
increases from election to election. This 
raises some obvious quest ions. Will free 
and fair eleettions remain a mirage for 
ever? What sort of democracy is this, 
where the ven/ norms are clean forgot¬ 
ten? 

To solve this disconcerting problem, 
the Election Commission has been 
making recommendations from time to 
time. The latest proposals were made by 
the Commission in March this year. 

Mere recommendations and ridicule 
will take us nowhere. The ingilant 
citizens should put our best foot for¬ 
ward to meet the situation. 

Purgainii Jyotir.inian Biswa! 

The Suecial Feature-l (May ’92) 
"Curbing Money Power in Polls" deser¬ 
ves notice. The political parties spend 
enormous amounts during election cam¬ 
paigns. The financial resources of the 
parties are not known to the public, and 
it is mostly unaccounted money (the 
^leral vuhlic calls it 'black money'). 

The multi-party democratic system 
provokes each party to provc'itself supe¬ 
rior in all respects to others. The parties 
follow unscrupulous methods to grab 
pmver. 

Therefore, all possible steps should 
be taken to curb money and muscle 
powers. The illiterate people of rural 
areas are the main victims of the politi¬ 
cal manoeuvring during elections. 

Neie Delhi (CpI) Pr.ivir Kumar 

Electoral malpractice in India have 
assumed an alarming proportion. Adopt¬ 
ing nefarious means to win a seat has 
become common. It brings much dis¬ 
credit to the whole body politic. Politi¬ 
cal leaders start ivooing rich, 
unscrupulous men and manage to get 
funds from them, thus virtumly 
mortgaging their freedom of action. So 
money power dominates the electoral 
system. The legislatures thus con¬ 
stituted cannot he described as fully rep¬ 
resentative of all shades of opinion and 
all sections of people. A tainted elec¬ 
toral system and the resultant lopsided 
set-up are deplorable distortions of 
democracy. 

Hooghly San)ay Chanda 

RETRENCHMENT 

In view of the economic reforms an- 
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I noiinced by the Government recently, 

' your write-up "Retrenchment by 
I A nother Name” (April '92) was very 
I timely, 

India has been facing economic dis¬ 
aster. So every effort to cut out wasteful 
expenditure deserves appreciation. 
Economic liberalisation and an open- 
1 door poliq/ are crying needs of the hour 
but at ivh 'al cost?'There are about 50 
million youths ready for making con¬ 
tributions to the pro^ss of the country, 
but the sivord of retrenchment is reduc¬ 
ing the job opportunities. 

It must be remembered that un¬ 
employment has played a big role in 
promoting secessionist actwities in Pun¬ 
jab and Kazimir. Therefore, the Govern¬ 
ment must take appropriate step to 
solve the unemployment problem at the 
earliest. Employment is one of the basic 
needs of an indnudual. 

Innialpiir Binay Kumar Mishra 

According to the Finance Minister, 
retrenchment is necessary for solving 
the financial problem. I think some 
other steps should be taken to begin 
I ivith. First, the Government should 
I remove "fat" at the ministerial level. 

, Secondly, it should avoid misuse of 
I money by ministers.Retrenchmcnl 
I shoufd be adopted only as a last resort 
\ since it causes ruin of a family xvhereas 
] pruning of facilities at the ministerial 
I level would mean only a reduction in 
lavishness. 

I Hurdiean Sushovan Hati 

I INDIA-PAK TENSIONS 
j Apropos your cover feature "India- 
Pak Tensions” (April '92), Pakistan has 
' been trying to provoke one more 
\ military conflict by supporting ter- 
I rorism and subversion in / fV K. The 
Pakistanis have not learnt any lesson 
from tivo consecutive ivars. They are 
demanding a plebiscite without fulfill¬ 
ing the pre-conditions laid doum by the 
U.N. resolutions. 

Pakistan is not shoiving willing¬ 
ness to solve the Kashmir Valley issue 
bilaterally. We should not budge from 
our firm stand. Both countries are well 
aware of the devastating consequences 
of a war. They must avoid it. 

Nnv Bnrrackpore Copal Ch Biswas 

Indo-Pak relations should be 
speedily normalised for the good of both 
countries and the region. Given the back¬ 
ground and the continuing acrimony, 
this is a very difficult task. But no 
avenue should be left unexplored. The 
sooner an environment of peace and 
amity is created by stopping the arming 
and training of the militants, the better. 

It is only then that a meaningful 
dialogue can be held under the Shimla 
Agreement. 

I There are non-competing zones 
I where consumers, traders and manufac¬ 
turers stand to gain. In fact, increased 
I trade would benefit both the countries, 

I and it is the lack of political will that is 
I preivnting it. Several measures have 
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been recommended by SAARC—giving 
each other MFN (Most Favoured Na¬ 
tion) status, gradually removing non¬ 
tariff barriers, creating a special trading 
area and formation of a payments 
union—which could be implemented. 

In a world changing beyond expec¬ 
tations it is in the best intirests of the 
two States to rise above political com¬ 
pulsions and ensure bonhomie. 

Bliiibanesivar Durga Madhab Dash 

The Special Feature "US Threats to 
India" in the May '92 issue of CM was 
timely and highly thought-provoking. 

The US cannot act against India 
militarily because India is not Iraq. 

Nnv Demi must upf bow to American 
pressures. 

India needs to be very careful in its 
foreign policy. To submit to the US 
would mean total surrender in economic 
as ivell as political fields. 

BhiiPiuu ManphcHil S. Jongra 

1 have read with interest your Spe¬ 
cial Feature-1 'Commission for Women — 
Vital Talks Ahead' in the April 92 issue. 

I have some suggestions to make; 

There should be only one Indian 
Marriage Act, not different marriage 
acts for various communities. Centres 
I for sex determination should be banned 
I in order to check female infanticide. For 
1 those guilty of bride burning the legal 
process and the trial shoiihi not be'' 

I lengthy. Vocational Irpining centres are 
there, but adequate arrangements do not 
exist for accommodating the trainees 
and providing them employment. 

Moreover, due attention should be paid 
to moral and social development. 

Dcllit Archana Ram 

REGIONAL DISPARITY 

Since the dawn of Indian inde- 
I pendence, regional disparities have been 
a serious malady. These disparities not 
I only make a poor State poorer hut also 
I xviaen the gap hetiveen the better-off 
and the xvorse-off groups. Even a state 
richly endoxved xuitli natural resources 
may 'become poor. A notable example is 
Orissa which has huge deposits of coal, 
iron ore and other minerals. But plants 
to exploit these resources have not been 
set up in adequate number. 

How can a nation prosper when a 
major share of the natural resources 
remains unutilised? Balanced regional 
dexielopment alone can boost India's 
economy to fight poverty and destitu¬ 
tion. A neglected part of the body 
hampers we growth process of the 
whole. 

Pun Akhaya Kumar Hota 

Your decision not to increase the 
CM. price is highly commendable. The 
inclusion of advertisements may appear 
odd but in fact it is a bonanza to the 
readers; the ads also give information 
about career building books and publica¬ 
tions. Thus the CM. provides valuable 
^idance for^vhich the waders are grate- 

Pilibbit S.C. Gangwar 




EDITORIAL 


Fragile Peace in Kabul 


A fter nearly 14 years of an all-out war in Af¬ 
ghanistan against foreigners who had seized the 
country and attempted to impose a new system, the in¬ 
furiated guerrillas have won. But the irony is that the 
victory has not brought lasting peace to the loar-ravaged 
and strife-riven country. The outsiders are no longer 
operating and cannot be held responsible for the tragedy 
that has afflicted Kabul. It is the rebels, torn by fac¬ 
tionalism and bitter rivalries as they have always been, 
who are to blame for the dismal situation that is often 
marked by feuds and armed clashes m the outskirts of 
the Afghan capital. 

All these years there was a prolonged struggle be¬ 
tween the Super Powers—the former Soviet Union and 
the USA—which loere indirectly, through proxies and 
others who were no better than mercenaries, seeking con¬ 
trol over the poverty-stricken, strategically situated 
country. Three years ago, both the Soviet Union and the 
Americans opted out of the turmoil and, following the 
Geneva accords, stopped supplying weapons to both par¬ 
ties. The doubting Thomases who warned that the 
ferocious guerrillas would start fighting each other for 
supremacy when there is a vacuum have been proved 
right. 

Another touch of irony has been imparted to the 
situation by the fact that the rival groups of the 
Mujahideen are well equipped with arms which were 
supplied to them earlier by the Super Powers. They have 
guns, rockets, tanks and even aircraft. In that sense, a 
part of the responsibility for the destruction lies on the 
suppliers of arms. 

With rocket barrages and other missiles over the sky 
in large numbers, people getting killed day after day, 
houses being continually damaged and normal life being 
disrupted every hour, what hope can there be for peace in 
the land of the Afghans? On May 5, Special UN envoy 
Benon Sevan, who had returned to Afghanistan for talks 
on repatriation of about five million Afghan refugees 
rightly deplored the renewed fighting and commented 
with much regret: "These stupid killings, shooting rock¬ 
ets back and forth blindly.... what results do they 
expect?" He did his very best to resolve the Afghan 
crisis; he is a disillusioned man today. His efforts have 


mostly gone in vain; his peace plan has proved to be a 
non-starter. 

In the first week of May, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
leader of tlie Hezbi forces of the Mujahideen, renewed his 
offensive against the Interim Council of Afghanistan. 

The interim Government’s forces inflicted considerable 
attrition on the attackers. The latest phaseof the fighting 
bettioeen the rebel groups could appropriately be 
described as a personal feud. Hekmatyar had warned 
that he would launch another attack on Kabul unless the 
new Government dissociated itself from the forces of 
Uzbek }auz militia of Gen Rashid Dostam, his rival, and 
also xoithdrew them from the capital. A conclusion can 
be easily drawn: if Hekmatyar's bitter rival had not been 
associated with the provisional President Mojadidi's 
regime, much of the bloodshed around Kabul could have 
been awided. Clearly, personal animosities dominate the 
scene and have cost the country dearly. The cease¬ 
fire agreement signed on May 6 came as a great 
relief. 

All the parties and groups on the scene agree that Af¬ 
ghanistan must have a truly Islamic regime and all laws 
and practices in the country must conform to Islam. But 
the renewed fighting in the southern areas Kabul be¬ 
tween the Jamiat-i-lslami forces, the Uzbeki militia 
(about 20,000 strong) and remnants of the army on one 
side, and the Pashtun fundamentalist Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-lslami faction on the other, indi¬ 
cated that the cease-fire was highly fragile. 

Another notable fact is that the present regime itself 
is provisional. ProfMojadidi is supposed to make way 
for a new President in less than two months. Which 
group and which leader will finally take over in Kabul 
cannot be said with certainty in view of the endless rival¬ 
ries and tensions. The probability is that the final picture 
will emerge only after the elections envisaged at the end 
of the interim arrangement. According to a well-in¬ 
formed source, mutual suspicions among the 
Mujahideen and the militia commanders have inten¬ 
sified the differences and complicated the situation. /Is 
long as the hotheads and the ferocious rebels hold the 
reins, sporadic clashes wilt continue. Pmee hangs by a 
thread. 






^CIAL FBATWiB-l 


Afghanistan Crisis; Historic Turn 


Dramatii lii <u Injiiiu iil Inin hikni 
j-ilaiciii Af^ilinni-^lnii iliinii^ llu pit'll fi u’ 
iivtAs llu Liiiit'- hill I toliilli/ liaii'^ 
fotnuil Hw '^tiiii III kiihiil Di Niiiihiil 
tall (s out of till •'hoii llu iilnh 
(Miiiiiliiilnii) nil III poiiii llu Ill'll' 
tcaiin of llu loiiiiln/ ;s Piof ‘iihi'luitiil 
lull Moithliili c( ho //i(s foi nil il an iiih i iiii 
Coiiiiiil lo ^oiiiii III! s/r;/i tom niiil 
Will llU’ll^iil lOlllltll/ 

F or .iboiit li voiirs h.iplcss At 
j>h.inist.in uas a lii}>hlv distuibcHl 
coiinln thi> peoplf saw littlo peatf 
and no sij^ns of an eailv roturn to 
normalcy Now at long last, tho con 
flict betwivn the iival tactions of the 
rebels the Mu)ahidcxns, appeals to 
be tading away All fou ign forces had 
alieady left the country April 2<S 
1^)42 v\as a historic day theie was a 
peaceful tiansition of pow'er from the 
Communists to the joint intenm 
Mujahideen Counc il headc'd by Prof 
Sibghatullah Mojadidi, who is a 
witiel) respected figine fie had kept 
himself emt ot Kabul throughout the 
civil war and other conflicts that cost 
the country heav ily in loss ot life and 
pioj^H'ity 

I he new leader ot Atghanistan 
declared the country an Islamic 
it'pubhc and called on the hardliner 
gueriilla leadei Ciulbiiddin 
Hekmatyai's He/b-e Islami forces 
fighting a losing battle with the al¬ 
liance forces of other Mujahidc’en 
groups, to letrain from \ioleiue, lay 
cfowii aims or face action under the 
Shariat law 

1 he transfer of power took place 
at a simple ceiemony in the Foreign 
Ministry hall in the piesc'ncc of the 
erstwhile Watan Party leaders (tor 
long headed by Dr Najibullah) and 
representatives or Ambassadors of 
China, Pakistan, Iran, India, Fuikev 
and UN officials The transfer by 
membeis cif the outgciing gc)vc*rn- 
ment marked the final tall of the 
Communist backed regime that took 
over pciwer by force some 14 years 
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ago sparking the Mujahideen revolt 
that ended with the taking of embat¬ 
tled Kabul The new leader an 
noLiiiced a general amnesty which, he 
said would not be extended to 
deposed Piesident Di Najibullah 
fhe lattei s tate appears uncertain 
Ills attempt to flee the country did 
not succc'chI 

1 veil as the transferot power was 
taking place, fighting continiicxl be 
tween gueiiilla tactions with Mr 
1 lekmatyar refusing to reconcile him 
self to the changed situation The 
clashes continueci for some time be 
cause of unfulfilled ambitions The 
Super Powers, the USA and the 
Soviets, now have little lole to play 
111 fact they wcTe so fed up with the 
contusing civil war in Afghanistan 
that the y had opted out ot the dispute 
and hacf stopped the supply of 
weajions to either party llowev'er, 
Pakistan has been in many ways the 
gainei It is the only countiy that has 
established lelations with the new 
regime in Kabul so fat It riYogniscHi 
the new ruling Council in Kabul as 
the legitimate government of Af¬ 
ghanistan 

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif paid a short visit to Kabul on 
April 2S to proclaim solidarity with 
the new ailers of Kabul I le held long 
talks with the interim head of State, 
Prof Mojadidi MrShaiit was the first 
foieign leader to visit Afghanistan 
alter the switch of power He was 
accompanied by a team ot senior 
Pakistani Ministers 

Mr Sharif later announced that 
the destinies of the two countries 
were linked together He asserted 
that "a new' regional bloc is emerging 
with the Mujahideen victory" Y’os- 
sibilities of greater regional coopera¬ 
tion had opened up with the histone 
development An Islamic and inde¬ 
pendent Afghanistan will facilitate 
easier access to Central Asia, together 
with Pakistan, Iran, Turk^ and the 
former Soviet republics, "There will 


be a big regional bloc " Pakistan, 
however, has yet to resolve the prob¬ 
lem of three million Afghan refugees 
on Its territory 

The background: In Dtx.ember, 
P>79, the Soviet Union sent its troops 
to occupy Afghanistan They took 
over control aiicf wc*re in power for a 
decade during which they had their 
own nominee as President On Feb 
]S, 1989, the Sen let Union complc'ted 
the phasi'd w ithdrawal of its 120,000 
troops from Atghamstanaftersev'cral 
years of liuitless occupation There 
has been chaos, confusion and a 
tiagic split among the hard hit 
people cspc*ciall\ tlie Mujahideen 
who resisted the Communists with 
j sophisticated wcMjions supplicxf bv 
fhe USA and Pakistan 

The humiliating Soviet with¬ 
drawal was reminiscent ot the similar 
fate the Americans had to suffer in 
Vietnam many years ago Both the 
giant powers tried to expand their 
respective sphere ot influence 
without success 

I he lesson of the Soviet misad¬ 
venture and the sorry plight of Dr 
Najibullah in Afghanistan is clear 
No independent, proud nation can be 
subjugated by a toieign power, 
whatever the cjuantum of military 
might It may use to achieve its aim 

I he Soviet Union admittedly 
made gross miscalculations and a 
grievous error of judgement in 
despatching its troops to Afghanis¬ 
tan, ostensibly in response to an ap¬ 
peal by a beleauered pro-Marxist 
regime in Kabul Theu initial aims 
were to counter what was desenbed 
as "Western efforts to create a foyer of 
Islamic fundamentalism at the 
Soviets doorsteps and to establish 
socialism in a poor, militarily weak, 
non-aligned, 99 per cent Muslim 
country" But every invader in 
Afghanistan's history has met with 
stiff resistance 

Historic agreements were 
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reached on Apnl 14, 1988, between 
the principal parties concerned 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, at logger- 
heads for several years, at last signed 
the agreement under which all Soviet 
troops would be withdrawn from At 
ghan territory within a niaximuni ot 
nine months Their phased 
withdrawal began on Mav 1S, half of 
the estimated 115,000 troops were 
back home by August 15,1988 

The representatives of the two 
Super Powers, Mr (leorge Shultz, US 
Secretary of State, and Mr Fduard 
Shevardnad/e, the then Soviet 
Foreign Minister, also put their signa¬ 
tures to the accord as guarantors All 
the four signatories agreed that m 
order to achieve the aim of a political 
settlement henceforth there would be 
no interterence or intervention in any 
form in the affairs of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 

A separate instrument, signed 
only by Mr Shultz and Mr 
Shevardnad/e, stated that the USA 
and the Soviet Union undertake to 
invariably refrain from any form of 
interference in Afghan and Pakistani 
affairs' Another instniment signed 
only by Afghanistan and Pakistan 
provided for the orderly return to 
their homeland of the Afghan 
refugee's in Pakistan 

The Pakistanis welcomc*d the an 
nouncement in the hope that an 
agreement would reverse the tide ot 
three million Afghan refugees who 
had settled in the northern areas ot 
their country Most Pakistanis were 
fed up with the influx of refugees 
who monopolised many important 
positions actpiired property as well 
as business, causing a squeeze on the 
permanent residents of the North 
West Frontier Prov nice 

The rebels are split into several 
groups, some of them bitterly op¬ 
posed to one another There are fun¬ 
damentalists, moderates and 
middlers among them The hand¬ 
picked "Shoora" represents almost 
all groups of Mujahideens, sc*gmcnts 
of Afghan opinion, and include field 
cesmmanders inside Afghanistan 
who consistently resisted the Rus¬ 
sians for a decade The "Shoora was 


I essentially a show of the seven-party 
Peshawar-based Mujahideen al¬ 
liance 

For nearly 14 tragic, blocxly years 
the Afghans have not known a day's 
pence One of the monumental 
blunders the erstwhile USSR com¬ 
mitted was to send its troops mto an 
independent non-aligned country 
Worse still, they stayed too long, 
abused and loathed though they 
were Pakistan and the West usend the 
Mujahideen as mercenaries and 
brought misery to the Afghan people 
Some estimates put the death toll at 
two million Tens of thousands of 
children have been orphaned 

U.N. Plan: InMarch, 1992, Presi¬ 
dent Najibullah announced that he | 
would step down to pave the way for | 
a political settlement The USA and 
Pakistan had made President 
Najibullah s removal a precondition 
for discussions on a political settle¬ 
ment What the Mujahideen and their I 
powerful backers could not achieve, 
was accomplished by Mr Benon | 
Sevan, the UN Secretary General's ' 
energetic and politically astute Spe¬ 
cial Representative for Afghanistan, 
through cjuiet behind-the scenes . 
diplomacy He not only succeeded in | 
persuading Dr Najibullah to issue his , 
self-denying statement but also ham- I 
mered out a five-point UN plan 

The five points were: (i) The 
necessity of preserving the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
political independence and non- 
aligned and Islamic character of Af¬ 
ghanistan (it) Recognition of the 
right ot the Afghan people to deter¬ 
mine their own form of government 
and to chcxise their economic, politi¬ 
cal and social system free from out¬ 
side intervention, subversion, 
coercion or constraint of any kind 
whatsoever (in) Tlie need for a tran¬ 
sition period details of which were to 
be worked out and agreed upon 
through an intra-Afghan dialogue, 
leading to the establishment of a 
broad-based government 

(a) The need, during that period, 
for transitional arrangements accept¬ 
able to the vast majonty of the Af¬ 


ghan people, the establishment of a 
transition mechanism with ap¬ 
propriate powers that would provide 
them with assurances to participate 
in free and fair elections, for estab¬ 
lishment of a broad-based govern¬ 
ment (h) The need for the cessation 
of hostilities during the transition 
j^enod (i) The advisability of assis¬ 
tance, as appropriate, of the UN and 
of any other international organisa¬ 
tion during the transition period and 
in the electoral process 

(iv) The ne«*ssity of an agree¬ 
ment, to be implemented together 
with all agreed transitional arrange¬ 
ments, to end arms supplies to all 
Afghan sides by all 

This plan was given tacit support 
by the West, Pakistan and the former 
Soviet Union Ihe UN Ceneial As¬ 
sembly, by Its Resolution 45/12 ot 
Nocembci 7 1990 authorised the 
Secretary-General to implement the 
UN plan I he plan c ould not be fully 
implemented so long as Dr Najibul 
lah and the Watan Party remained at 
the helm 

Mr Sevan paved the way for the 
end of hostilities Additionally, he 
worked out another package which 
included general amnesty, human 
rights and UN guarantees to ensure 
the sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
political independence and the non- 
aligned and Islamic charactc'r ot Af¬ 
ghanistan Kabul, Islamabad, 
Teheran, Riyadh, Moscow and 
Washington all agreed The 
Mujahideen, too, reportedly fall in 
line So did King 2!ahir Shah 

With the UN peace plan gone 
with the wind, and Najib ousted ftom 
Kabul, Afghanistan may split on 
tribal and ethnic lines That would 
spell disaster for Pakistan The 
demand tor an independent Push- 
toonistan may be revived with 
vigour And the Baluchis may follow 
Pushtoons Fears of fundamentalism 
have surfaced The emergence of Prof 
Mojadidi and the formation of an in¬ 
terim government have been wel¬ 
comed the world over Hopes have 
been revived of a stable regime and of 
lasting peace 
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Focus on Role of Governors 


The role plai/eii by Coivnwra 
has been the suhieit of controversy for 
quite some time, the main comphnnanls 
behiK the Stales riileii by lum-Conurcss 
parties. Some State Governors hai>e been 
in the neios lately, because of political 
manipulations Although the Prime 
Minister's emphasis broadly has been on 
conciliation aiul consensus, eivry now 
ami then a ilevelopinent takes place that 
reminds the coiintrif of needless Central 
interference in State affairs, especially the 
role of Governors. The re^^ion witnessed 
unprincipled politics. 

NFORTUNATELY, the office ot 
the State Govenn)r now stands 
debased. The questions arise: are the 
Governors of States mere agents, 
figureheads or political instruments 
of the Centre? Arc they supposed to 
carry out its wishes in all circumstan¬ 
ces or are they expected to exercise 
independence of judgement and act 
in their discretion when the cir¬ 
cumstances so warrant? The recent 
developments in Nagaland fcKUs at¬ 
tention on this matter. 

Actually, the politics of the semsi- 
tive north-eastern States has been 
murky. Dr M.M. Thoma.s, the then 
Governor of Nagaland, was arbitrari¬ 
ly dismissed on April 12, 1W2, for 
acting without consultations with the 
Centre, the appointing agency. He 
had dissolveci the Slate Assembly 
without consulting the Central 
authorities and was blamed for cer¬ 
tain acts of omission and commission 
which the Centre felt were not jus¬ 
tified. But he asserted that he had not 
done anything wrong in dissolving 
the Assembly. "When a Chief Mini¬ 
ster of a majority government recom¬ 
mends dissolution of the legislature, 
the Governor is bound to accept the 
advice", he said. Speaking at a 
farewell function at Raj Bhawan, Dr 
Thomas said that he had not taken a 
single paisa from anyone and had 


maintained his integrity while in of¬ 
fice. 

Dr Thomas alleged that several 
Slate Congress leaders led by the 
fonner Chief Minister, Mr S.C. Jamir, 
had been trying to remove him from 
Nagaland. The Centre, he alleged, 
"was manipulating the Stale on its 
own whims, which might create 
serious problems". Dr Thomas's 
tenure was marked by five political 
crises. He did not have to con.sult the 
Centre before taking decisions while 
the V.P. Singh and the Chandra Shek¬ 
har governments wore in power. 

"1 have been accused ot not con¬ 
sulting the Centre before dis.solving 
the House only this time", he com¬ 
plained. A Raj Bhawan communique 
said that Dr Thomas had refused to 
dismiss the former Chief Secretary, 
Mr S.S. Ahluwalia, as asked by the 
Centre. The newly appointc*d advisor 
to the Governor, Mr S.M. Krishnatri, 
had brought a letter from Delhi for 
Mr Ahluwalia's dismissal, which Dr 
Thomas had refused to sign. 

None of the Congress leaders of 
the State attended Dr Thomas's 
farewell. The outgoing Governor 
said that he was not concerned about 
it. He asserted that he had acted in 
goixl faith. That should have been 
sufficient, for the point is not whether 
the Governor made a mistake in 
trusting Mr Vamuzo (whose majority 
in the legislature he had not checked) 
but whether the manner in which he 
had been treated by the Centre does 
not downgrade the office itself. 

By first proclaiming President's 
Rule (on April 3) and then giving Dr 
Thomas the sack notice. New Delhi, it 
is widely felt, has made it clear that it 
expects all the Raj Bhawan incum¬ 
bents to be obedient and meekly to do 
its bidding even to the extent of 
pandering to the specific political re¬ 


quirements of the ruling party at the 
Centre. New Delhi has merely done 
what the local Congress leaders had 
been asking for all along. 

Nehru's expectations: But this is 
not how a Governor was expected to 
function by someone like Nehru by' 
whom the Congress swears. As the 
Sarkaria Commission pointed out, 
Nehru wanted a Governor to be a 
"detached figure" who "must not be 
known to be part of the party 
machine of that province", the im¬ 
plication being that in no cir¬ 
cumstance should he be seen in the 
demeaning role ot an agent of the 
Centre. 

The reduction of this high office 
to being a tool can be said to have 
begun in 1980 when Mrs Indira 
Gandhi dismissed Mr Raghukul 
Tilak and Mr Prabhudas Patwari as 
Governors of Rajasthan and Tamil 
Nadu, respectively, thereby making it 
clear to the other appointees of the 
previous Janata Government that she 
did not want them to stay on. This 
unhealthy practice was imitated by 
the V.P. Singh Government in 1989 
when it asked all the Governors to 
resign in order to enable him to pick 
and chtiose. A few months later, the 
Chandra Shekhar Government dis¬ 
missed Mr Yunus Saleem, the then 
Governor of Bihar, for reading out an 
address to the State Assembly that 
criticised the imposition of 
President's rule in Tamil Nadu at that 
time. It is clear from these develop¬ 
ments that Nehru's dream of 
"eminent people....who have not 
taken too great a part in politics" 
gracing this sensitive constitutional 
position will not be realised in cir¬ 
cumstances where so much emphasis 
is laid on political conformity. 

% 

The former Nagaland Governor 
said on April 19 in New Delhi that 



JUNE'92 COMPETITION MASTER 762 



From DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

Books for U.P.S.C., S-S.C., BANKS, L.I.C , G.l.C., RLY., MBA, Etc. Exam-s, 


LATEST GUIDES 


STATE BANK P.O. EXAM. Rs.100 
BANK PROB. OFFICERS R8.100 
EXAM. 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE Rs. 75 
EXAM. (English, QK & Current Affairs ) 
M.B.A. ADMISSION TEST R8.100 
COMPREHENSIVE GMAT Rs. 60 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT Rs.100 
EXAM. 

5.5. C. AUDITORS, JR. ACCOUN¬ 
TANTS & U.D.C. EXAM. Rs. 100 
INSPECTORS OF C. EX- Rs. 100 
CISE, INCOME TAX EXAM. 

5.5. C.’s ASSISTANTS’ GRADE 

EXAM. Rs.100 

I. C.D.S. EXAM. Rs. 90 

(For IM A , Air Force, Navy & OT S) 
.N.D.A./NAVAL ACADEMY Rs. 90 
EXAM. 

!. REG. RURAL BANKS Rs. 75 
EXAM. (For Officers & Field Supervisors) 
. REG. RURAL BANKS Rs. 30 
EXAM. (For Clerks, Typists, etc ) 

. BANK RECRUITMENT 
TESTS Rs. 40 

(For Clerks Cashiers, Typists, etc ) 

. RESERVE BANK EXAM. Rs. 50 
(For Clerks, Coin-Note txamlners) 

. LI.C., G.l.C. EXAM. Rs. 75 

(For Marketing/Development Officers) 
Covers all subjects including Sales Ap¬ 
titude & General Insurance 
. L.I.C., A.D.O.’S EXAM. Rs. 50 

. L.I.C., G.l.C. EXAM. Rs. 50 

(For Assistants, Typists S Stenos) 

. RAILWAY RECRUITMENT Rs. 50 
TESTS (For Clerks, Typists, Ticket 
Collectors, Asstt Station Masters, etc ) 
.AIR FORCE EXAM. Rs. 40 

(ForAirmen Non-Technical) | 

.AIR FORCE EXAM. Rs. 50 

(For Airmen Technical) 

. INDIAN NAVY EXAM. Rs. 40 

(ForSailors etc) 

. SSC’s S.l. POLICE EXAM. Rs. 75 
(For Delhi Police, CBI SC PO) 

. S.S.C. CLERKS’GRADE Rs. 50 

EXAM. 


IMPROVEMENT COURSES BASIC BOOKS FOR ALL EXAMS. 


INTELLIGENCE AND REASON¬ 
ING IMPROVEMENT 
COURSE Rs.100 

(For BANKS P O , MBA, L I C , 
GIC AAO 'Setc Exams ) 

Logical Reasoning Data Interpretation 
ManagementAptitude and Verbal & Non Verbal 
Intelligence Tests 

ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT Rs. 60 
COURSE 

Covers Practical Cnglish Grammar Common 
Errors Comprehension and Word Power 

GENERAL SCIENCE IMPROVE¬ 
MENT COURSE Rs. 60 

Study Matonal-Physics Chemistry LileScien 
ces Space Science Nuclcdr Science 4 Com 
putor Science Everyday Science - Basic 
Concepts Science Quiz 4 ObieUive Questions 

MATHEMATICS IMPROVEMENT 

COURSE Rs. 50 

(ForNDA and C D S Exams) 

Anthmetic Mensuration Algebra Oeomotry 
Trigonometry and Statistics Hints Solved Ex 
amples & Exorcises 

OBJECTIVE MODEL 

PAPERS Rs. 50 

(Five Sets -ForNDA CDS etc) 
Model Papers based on Previous Years Papers 
on English G K Current Atfaiis 4 Mattie 
matics 


AIRS 


CURRENT AFFAIRS Rs. 40 
INFORMA-1992 

Presents the Latest National S Interna¬ 
tional Scene Indepth study of Socio- 
Economic Political S Scientific 
Developments Proper Background 
provided Persons S Places in news 
Honours 8 Awards Sports Round-up 
Diary of Events Coverage upto March 
1992 

CURRENT AFFAIRS Rs. 30 

1000 Objective Questions 

In the formal of 10 Model Papers of 100 
Questions each Questions (Restruc¬ 
tured) from 1991 end 1992 competitive 
exams included 


RS.30 


Rs.25 

RS.2P 

Rs.20 

Rs.20 

Rs.30 

Rs. ^ 


1. Probabls (Latest) Essays Rs. 40 

2. Precis Writing Rs. 20 

3. Paragraph Writing Rs. 20 

4. Letter Writing R8.2S 

5. Objective English Rs. 25 

6. Advanced General 

English Re. 30 

7. Test of Reasoning/ 

Logical Reasoning Rs. 30 

8. Intelligence & Reasoning Rs. 20 
Tests 

9. Mental Ability Tests Rs. 25 

10. Numerical Ability 

- A Capsule Rs. 2p 

11. Objective Arithmetic Rs. 20 

12. Everyday Science Rs. 20 

13. Com prehensive General Rs. 30 
Science 

14. General Mental Ability Rs. ^ 

(Including Verbal, Non-VerbalS 
Basic Mathematical Ability) 

15. Indian Economy-A Study Rs. 30 

16. The Constitution of India Rs. 40 

17. History of India Including Indian 
National Movement Rs. 35 

18. Geography - World & India Rs. 50 

^£~NERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

KIT R8.200 

(For all Competitive Exams ) 

A prestigious Career building book. Con¬ 
tains Authentic and Exhaustive Study 
Material, Objective Questions S Short- 
Answer Questions An ideal Reference 
Manual 

2 . GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

DIGEST R8. 90 

Comprehensive Coverage of all Facets of 
General Knowledge Current Affairs 
covered till March 1992 A ready-reck¬ 
oner for Competitive Exams 


Note for visitore: Our office is near Deshbandhu College 
Working Days: Monday - Saturday (9CX}AM - 5 00PM) 
Telephonea: 6439536/6438423 


DIRECTOR: Prof. R. DHILLON 
M A, P Q Dip in Journalism {(Bombay) 

Formerly Elead, Deptt of English, Aggarwal College, Faridabad 
Recipient of 'The Hindustan Times Msdal in Journalism'. 


Please Remit the Full amount (Pries of dsslrsd 
book/books plus Rs. 10 per book for postage) by 
M.O./Bank Draft. 

Books will be sent by Rsgd. Book Post only. 

VPP orders will not be executed. 

Write Name and Full address on M.O. Coupon 
In CAPITAL LETTERS. 


DHILLON GROUP OF PUBUCAffOii 

E-84 (F. Root), KALKAJ!, NEW DELHI ~ 110 019 









SPEOAL FEATURE^II 


State Governors should be allowed to 
act independently in the interest ot 
the federal structure of the country. 
Stating that tiKi frequent C entral in¬ 
tervention by ii;ivoking Article 3% 
could lead to "disintegration of the 
country, Dr Thomas said "such ac¬ 
tions by the Ontre are looked uptin 
with suspicion by States, particnjlarly 
the sensitive border States". 

He defended his action in dis¬ 
solving the Nagaland Assembly and 
contended that invoking of Article 
.35ft by the C’entre to supercede his 
dissolution of the Assembly under 
Article 174(b) was "constitutionally 
illegal" I lovvever, he made it clear 
that he was ncrl challenging the 
Central action in the court but 
wanted to have a debate on it. lie 
described as "concocted" the Home 
Ministry charges that he had bcvn en¬ 
couraging missionaries in Nagaland | 
and was symp.tthetic to insurgency i 
in the trouble-torn Stah'. 

According to the former Gox'er- 
nor, in the federal structure the 
Centre had no right even after im¬ 
position of President's rule to tamper 
with the basic rights of the people of 
the State. As tor the failure to take 
action against the former State C hief 
Secretary, Mr S.S. Ahluwalia, the 
Centre had not furnished him full 
details about corruption charges 
against him. The charges were nearly 
1ft years old and three Slate govern¬ 
ments had not taken any action on 
these. In tact, the Vamuzo Govern¬ 
ment had issued an official gazette 
saying the charges would not be pur¬ 
sued 

Disciplinary action: Dr Thomas 
said under Rule seven of the All- 
India Services Discipline Rules, it 
was for the State Government to in¬ 
itiate disciplinary action against any | 
erring official and in this case the ' 
State government itself had "ir- i 
revocablv closed the matter". Dr | 
Thomas contended that his stand had ' 
been vindicated by the Guwahali 
High Court which had stayed i 
prosecution against the official. i 

I 

The former Governor defended | 
his action ol acting on the advice of > 


I the former Chief Minister, Mr 
Vamuzo, to dissolve the State As¬ 
sembly. Quoting from the Sarkaria 
Comnussion report, Mr Thomas said 
he was bound by the advice of the 
Chief Minister and hence took action 
' under Article 174. "1 did not consult 
the I lome Ministry or the President 
and 1 acted on my own as the Con¬ 
stitution gives the Governor 
authority and responsibility to act on 
his own." 

The former Governor's under¬ 
standing, "corroborated" by 
Supreme Court judgements and the 
Sarkaria Commission Report, has 
been that a Governor is not a mere 
agent of the Centre. "To let the Centre 
decide on some critical occasions 
would result in an abtlication or dis¬ 
tortion of his independent constitu¬ 
tional responsibility as a guardian of 
healthy Centre-State relations." In 
Nagaland stable party loyalty was 
not noticeable and only fresh elec¬ 
tions could provide some chance of 
getting the "perennial jumpers" 
eliminated. Defections of State 
M.P.A.s were being engineered by 
Central leaders and others, creating 
an untenable situation. 

The sequence of events preced¬ 
ing Dr Thomas's involuntary exit 
does not show him to be a Governor 
of high credentials as he has been 
made out to be by some. Moreover, 
while he is on strong ground in as¬ 
serting that a Governor, while acting 
as the constitutional head of a State, 
is not obliged to seek instructions 
from the Centre, he erred in not 
making sure that the Chief Minister 
whose advice he was going to accept 
did in fact have a majority in the 
legislature. 

Dr Thomas may have been right 
or wrong in accepting the advice of 
Mr Vamuzo (then Nagaland's Chief 
Minister) to dissolve the House and 
in asking him to stay on in power 
until fresh elections could be held. 
But the Union Government adopted 
a vindictive course. It imposed 
President's rule in Nagaland and 
removed Mr Vamuzo from his 
caretaker position. In doing so, the 
Centre neither received nor asked for 


I any report from the Governor. And 
yet it defended its action by citing 
some of the Governor's remarks he 
had used to justify his initial decision 
to dissolve the Assembly. 

I The Government should imple- 
j ment the Sarkaria Commission's 
I sound recommendations on fhc 
' selection and appointment of Gover- 
I nors, the fixity of their tenure and, 

' above all, on the safeguards that 
ought to accompany the imposition 
I of President's ruje under Article 3.5ft. 

Constitutional Position: Article 
154 (Part VI) of the Constitution lays 
down that "the executive power of 
, the State shall be vested in the Gover¬ 
nor and shall be exercisi’d by him 
I directly or through officers subor- 
' dinate to him in accordance with the 
Conslitutiiin. 

I 

Nothing in this article shall be 
I deemed to transfer to the Governor 
I any functions conferred by any exist¬ 
ing law or on any other authority or 
prevent Parliament or the legislature 
of the State from conferring by law 
functions on any authority subor- 
I dinate to the Governor...." 

1 Article 1.56(1) provides that the 

I Governor shall hold office during the 
i pleasure of the Prc'sident. This means 
I that the President (in effect, the 
I Union Government) may remove a 
I Governor if the latter no longer cn- 
I joys the confidence of thi* President. 

, But there is no Constitutional re¬ 
quirement for a State Governor to act 
I on the dictates of the Centre. 

1 The Centre-State relations and 

I what have been called "the federal 
I snag" also call for attention. The 
I Centre has repeatedly encroached 
I upon the powers and authority of the 
Centre. However the tendency 
towards concentration of powers at 
the Centre is a common phenomenon 
in most federal constitutions even in 
the U.S.A. where the residuary 
I powers legally lie with the States, not 
with the Centre, as they do in India. 
The process of erosion of States' 
powers cejjainly needs to be checked 
and the process of decentralisation 
! should be promoted. 
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The Banking Sector in india 


r or '<onic time po-^t the que'^fioii of 
honking '•CL tor tcfoi in'- ha‘' been the '•ub- 
lat of liebate It ;s Iheicfote betinu", to 
hike ''loik of the oihieoement'y nml 
tailiirc'' of the bankin';; '•ei loi hete in this 
fenliiie 

HE Banking Industry in India has 
undergone many innovative 
Ihanges—structural, administrative 
and financial—since the nationalisa¬ 
tion of the 20 scheduled commercial 
banks nearly 23 years ago m July 
1%9 Another revolutionarv change 
IS on the cards in the wake of the 
recent report of the Nlarasimham 
committee on tinoncial institutions 
letorms anci the piessure of the 
World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMI) toi then ex¬ 
peditious implementation (In tact, 
this IS one of the conditionalities of 
the Fund-Bank loans alieadv ad¬ 
vanced or likely to be done) It is, 
therefore, opportune Ua take stock of 
the growth and development of the 
network of banks 

Regional Growth 

T HI grow th and spread of banks 
geographically has been 
phenomenal and the branch expan¬ 
sion has received a great impetus 
Duiing the span of over two decades, 
the country has witnessed seven-fold 
expansion in bank branch offices 
rising from 8321 as on July 19,1969— 
the day of btinks takeover—to 39,388 
on June 30,1990 

A significant tact in the expan¬ 
sion IS the pionounced shift of 38 1 
per cent to airal banking and a coi- 
responding decline in the share of 
banks m the metropolitan towns (10 2 
per cent down from 20 per cent) 
What IS more, the new banks covcrcxl 
the unhanked areas Thus, the em¬ 
phasis in enlarging the bank base is 
on diversification rather than on con¬ 
centration Each branch now serves 
around 11,500 people as compared to 
63,000 at the time of nationalisation 
of banks A large chunk of the 


population has now access to bank¬ 
ing facilitv Ironically enough, how¬ 
ever, the customer service has 
repoitcxlly deteriorated at least in the 
public sector banks On the contrai\, 
the foreign banks, in particular, and a 
ma)ontv of the piivate sector banks 
have an edge over the nationahscxi 
counterparts m the matter of cus 
tomer service 

Low prolitability is a visible sign 
of the poor perfoimance of the public 
sector banks for the year ended 
March 31, 1991, these banks recordcxl 
the lowest, 19 3 pei cent, and the 
pi IV ate banks the highest, 2h 3 per 
cent rate of profit Owr staffing, un 
economic lural branches, (mis)- 
directed invc>stment pattern like the 
priority sector aie held responsible 
tor the pool shov. ing/profitability ol 
these banks Naiasimham c cunmittec 
has indicatc'd these weaf nesses and 
suggested lefoims 

Deposits 

T Uf modem banks (except the 
apex bank) are chaiged with two 
important functions one, to accept 
deposits fiom mdiv iduals cir corpora 
turns and two', make ad van 
ces/crcxlits 

faking up the deposits aspect 
fust The total deposits c>f 28 public 
sector banks—State Bank of India, 7 
Asscxiatc'd Banks of the Sill, and 20 
nationalised banks- iiurcMsed bv 
13 3 per cent to Rs 210,812 crore m 
1990-91 from Ks 183,722 ciore in the 
previous vear, 1989-40, when the 
growth rate was higher at 18 3 pei 
cent This means deceleration in the- 
bank deposits m 1990 91 as com¬ 
pared to the previous year I he 
nationalised banks could increase 
deposits by 12 7 per cent only duiing 
the aforesaid period while the SBI 
and iti> AsscKiated Banks together ac¬ 
cumulated deposits recording 13 3 
per cent growth rate Ihe 13 private 
banks attracted deposits at a higher 
rale of 19 8 per cent during the same 


period The foreign banks did even 
Isetter They postw a record 32 3 per 
cent hike in deposits in 1990-91 at Rs 
11,331 crore from Rs 8,553 crore in 
1989-90, outshining the Indian banks 

A break-up of the deposits into 
term deposits, savings deposits and 
curicMvt deposits reveals that many 
Indian banks have been able to attract 
a high proportion of the term 
deposits, while the current deposits 
constitute relatively smaller share of 
the total deposits, though the latter 
are more beneficial to the banks as 
prov iders of funds 

Advances 

III bank deposits from the basis 
for making advances to the bor¬ 
rowers and therefore the growth rate 
of ciedits IS, generally, less than that 
of deposits Some Inclian banks have 
as low growth rale of advances as 1 5 
per cent 

The Reseive Bank of India (RBI) 
recognises credit-deposit ratio as an 
important performance index of a 
bank I his ratio averaged 631 per 
cent a year during the decade of 
198()s but fluctuated violently over 
the pel lod The 28 public sc*ctor banks 
attainc’d marginally higher propor¬ 
tion at 62 per cent in 1990-91 as 
•igainst 61 7 per cent in 1989-90 with 
SBI show’ing a very high ratio of 81 
pel cent in the former year The im¬ 
plication of the high credit-deposit 
ratio IS that a large portion of the 
deposits has been used to maximise 
interest earning 

Investment 

T l 11 investments by the various In¬ 
dian banks dunng the two years 
make an interesting study They have 
scaled up in absolute terms in 1990-91 
over the previous year level, but not 
as a proportion of the deposits in the 
corresponding years 

Of the Indian scheduled com¬ 
mercial banks, the private banks 
registered the highest increase of 19 7 
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per cent in investment in |9‘)()‘)| 
compcired to 1989-90 tollovsed bv the 
nittioiuilised b.inks (IS per tent), the 
Associated Banks of the SBI (112 per 
cent) and the SBI (11 6 pi i ».i nt) The 
group ot foreign banks has outdone 
the Indian banks with dO 7 ptr cent 
increase in iineslmint in I99()-9| 
over the pie\ loiis viar li \ el 

Incestinents ol all Indian banks 
as a propoition of the total deposits 
have show n a t limb dov\n indWO-91 
conipareti to tiu s<ime ratio in 1989 
90 Ihe stoi\ IS iiitirelv ditteient m 
tlie case ot the foreign banks as this 
ratio has iinprov ed in the former ve'ar 
o\er the lattei 

Income & I’rofit 

HI 20 nationalisc'd banks eainetl 
more intome recording 18 7 pei 
cent I litre a se between the aforesaid 
two years C onsetjiiently, the profits 
have also increased but the "t]uan 
turn ot profits has been tar from satis- 
taitorv" On theeo’itrarv thepiivale 
banks have achieved the largest 
growth late ot profits (72 8 per cent) 
in 1990-91 as against the prtwioiis 
year bor the nationalised banks this 
was a difficult year 

Why do the public sector banks 
earn low profits^ It is because the 
deposits with them ate used as 
directed-investments determined by 
the State policies and not at the dis 
cretion of the banks themselves 1 he 
high t redit Rc*serve Ratio (CRR) and 
the Statutory I iquidity Ratio (SI R) 
impound large amounts t>f funds 
resulting in less intome and hence 
low level ot profits The promotional 
role and the social obligations with 
which the banks are charged obstruct 
their operation as commc'icial mstitu 
tions 

Foreign Banks 

S already stateni, the 20 torc'ign 
banks operating in India have 
achieved higher growth lates m 
deposits and tredits m 1990 91 than 
those ot their Indian counterparts 
The deposits registered a growth of 
12 5 per cent in the case of foreign 
banks while the Indian schedule 
commercial banks (41) could make 
only 117 per cent growth rate 

The growth rate ot credits in 
1990-91 stood at 18 6 per cent com- 
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pared to 1989-90 The credits thus 
grew' taster than the deposits m the 
foreign banks Consequently, the 
credit-deposit ratio rose from 19 6 per 
cent m 1989-90 to 61 per cent in the 
following year It may be* pointed out 
that credits have not outpaced 
deposits in all the foreign banks For 
example', deposits grew faster than 
cic'dits m the 1 longkong Bank 

The mvestment/deposit ratio in 
the 20 foreign banks increased to 171 
percent m 19^10 9| from K) 7 percent 
in the piev lous yi*ar 

Ihe net profits ot the foreign 
banks have risen during the last vc'ar 
(1990 91), thanks to the government 
polities vvhith tortiiitouslv stood 
them Ill good ste.id Ihev aie under 
no compulsions to dirc'tt resouites 
into scicial piioritv sc'ctoi or to launch 
branch expansion in the semi uiban, 
rural and un-banked areas as the 
nationalised banks are required to 
do 

It would be m order to refer here 
to the policv change in respei t of the 
foreign banks Hitherto, the foreign 
banks have been subject to certain 
restrictions and were not allowed 
branch expansion This provided a 
prott*ctive shield to the Indian banks 
I he situation has changed radically 
now The foreign banks already in 
operation m India or the new 
entrants will have the frec'doin to 
open branch offices The RBTs ap¬ 
proval to do this IS awaited with 
bated-breath As soon asgrevn signal 
IS given to open the branches, the In 
than banks will be lashed with the 
winds of competition 

It IS high time that all restrictions 
impeding the widening of the base ot 
the Indian banks are remov'c'd as has 
bevn done in the case of trade and 
industry Reports say that "the 
prospc'cts of foreign banks spreading 
their wings have sent nationalised 
banks into a ti//v" The apprehen¬ 
sion IS that the foreign banks may 
make inroads into profitable niche 
markets thanks to their high profile 
ads for innovative deposit products 

It IS worth mentioning that the 
foreign banks, unlike their Indian 
counterparts are autonomous to 
determine the prices of their 


products They stipulate a minimum 
deposit for the savings bank and cur¬ 
rent account and charge a penalty it 
the deposits ol a customer tall below 
the minimum limit Tins is their way 
of ensuring that customers pay for 
their efficient personalised service A 
moot quc'stion is whether the Indian 
banks can adopt such a policy If not, 
how can they render etficic'iit per¬ 
sonalised service to the clientele as 
done by the toieign banks'^ 

Conclusion 

• 

T HI upshot ol our discussion is 
that in the changing scenario of 
the Indian ei onomv, the banking sec- 
toi need tt> be overhaulc'd if it has to 
stand inteinational competition and 
ensure integration w ith the banks the 
woild ovei 

The Narasimham committee has 
made fai-reaching recommendations 
tor the bank reforms In the new 
struchiral pattern the committee sug¬ 
gests formation of 1 or 4 large banks 
to serve as international banks, in¬ 
cluding the SBI, 8 to 10 national 
banks with a country-wide network, 
local or regional banks and rural 
banks having only rural busint'ss 
De-politicisation of appointments in 
banks, particularly in the top brass 
posts, IS emphasised in the commit 
tee report rhe dual control of the RBI 
and the I inance Ministry should end 
Autonomy, integrity, liberalisation 
and flexibility should be adopted as 
the key words of the banking policy 
reforms With the de-regulation of 
the financial sector, the financial in¬ 
stitutions will be able to forge closer 
international links with the world 
markets and impart Indian banks a 
competitive edge An important, yet 
very conlniversial, recommendation 
regarding cut in priority sector in- 
vc'stment calls for closer examination 
as it essentially conflicts with the 
ideal ot a welfare State On the other 
hand, there is the thorny problem of 
squeezing fiscal deficit in the 
budgets Dirc*cted investment cuts 
into banks’ profitability and 
flexibility With tne distancing of the 
State from the nationalised banks and 
a self-imposed ban on further bank 
nationalisation would amount to a 
retreat from the past policies al¬ 
though it might be consistent with 
,thc li wralisation policy 
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NPT: India Under Pressure 


Intel nntioiial, a>peLtall\i US, piv^- 
‘^itie on India to '>i^n the Ninleai Non 
piolifciation lieaty (NPT) has lately 
been iiioiintin;^ Si^nni;^ on the dotted 
line by India is beiiiii linked to ^eneioiis 
en'iioinn aid am) also to politnal 
benefits With China I rame and South 
Afina deLidin\^ to si^n the tieaty the 
loesteni nisisteiui has m qniied iiwie in 
tensity And then theie is lapan s pics- 
sine too 

Those u'lio tir^e India to fall in line 
sfiess thepiobablc}^aiiis tlnsLoiiiscu’ill 
lediiLC tensions ni the Indian siib-ion- 
tiiicnt and ivtU tnhnim this coiiiitiy's 
seciiuty, It will alinost leitaiiily put 
ptessiiie on Pakistan to do likaoise (its 
spokcsincii have alieady said then 
loiiiitiy would sntii if huh,] ,iocs so), it 
would biiii;^ iiioie aid fioni several 
loiiiifius and also fioiii iiiiillilateial 
thus lonloiiuity a’otild end 
India's Isolation on the issue 

But thosi' a’h on re opposed to India's 
si<:^nin^ the highly ineipiitable and dis 
11 iiiiinatory treaty point out the 
Gooiiiiinent of India would be an used 
of siiii(iideiiii<if to Wcstein, espciially 
Aiuriuau, piessiire and hutus, theie 
aunild be no f^uarantei against tin use of 
Chines, niiihai weapons besides it 
d'ould still hi liq’lily doubtful adiellnr 
Pakistan would abandon its iiiuleai 
weapons pro^iianniie 

India has iiiiide it i leai that thou}(li it 
Is opposi'd to the NPI, it fully supfvrts 
the anil- non prolifeiatuni of niuleai 
weafHuis III the amid I he LPs tlainis to 
be a sfiom; advoiate of inuleai non 
piolifeiation but it has put fonvaid a 
modified definition no new niu leai 
weafHiiis should eineif^e and the exisliit}’ 
11 weapon pouvis should be allouvd not 
only to keep them but to i ontiniie testing 
them and iveii huildinj^ better mulear 
nvapoiis Othei weapon pouvis too ate 
equally keen to maintain their monopoly 
The Os a^seifs that bO lojPf; as it has 
nuclear uvafions, it nuibt fcsf them pens 
odically to make sure they will uvrk In an 
emergency It will not folloio the FrenJt 
example to susfiend nuclear testing 


I. The NPT 

liF much-publicised Nuclear 
Non-prolileration Treatv was 
signed in 1 ondon, Washington and 
Moscow on (uly 1, 1%8 It came into 
torce on Marth 's, 1970 

The treaty dots not prtivide anv 
methanism tor veritying that 
nuclear-weapon powers do not pass 
on luicleai materials, btnnb-making 
equipment, design inbirmation oi 
skilled personnel to other countries 
in contravention of the obligation 
they undertake Article I of the treaty 
lays down "hath nuclear weapon- 
Stato partv to the treaty undertakes 
not to transfer to any recipient what¬ 
soever nuclear weapions or other 
nucleai explosive devices, or control 
over such weapons or explosive 
devices, directly or induce any non- 
nuclc*ar weapon Slate to manufacture 
or otherwise acquire nuclear 
weapons, or othei nuclear explosive 
devices, directly or indirectly, and not 
m anv way assist, encourage, oi in¬ 
duce any non nuclc'ar weapon State 
to manufacture or otherwise acquire 
nuclear weapons or other nuclear ex¬ 
plosive devices or control over such 
weapons or cxplosn e dec icc's " 

This article has been floutcHi bv 
the nucleai weapon powers A Tri¬ 
dent missile IS a nuclear wc*apon ear¬ 
ner and part of an integratcxi nuclear 
weapon systc'm flence the transfer of 
Frident missiles from the USA to the 
UK, with or without nucleai war 
heads would constitute a breac h of 
the treaty There is no verification to 
establish that there is no transter of 
warheads from the USA to the UK for 
this system 

On the day C hina acceded to the 
NPT, information came from Cier- 
many about the arrc'st of two Russian 
citizens of Germanic origin who were 
trying to sell 1 2 kg of weapon-grade 
enriched uranium for $ 1 1 million It 
IS allegcxj that the ennehexi uranium 
originated from Russian atomic 
facilities This incident highlights the 


lack of safeguards on the sources of 
special nuclear matenals, namely the 
nuclear-weapon powers 

This IS not a new problem but has 
been there from the loginning of the 
NIT Even when the USA was sign¬ 
ing the draft NPT, it was aware of the 
fact that Israel had removed from the 
US military facility Numech of Apol¬ 
lo, Pennsylvania, hundreds of kg of 
weapon-gradeenncheduranium Yet 
the USA ensured that nuclear 
weapon powers would be exempt 
from safeguards and they will apply 
only to non-nuclear weapon powers. 

Recently, there have been rejjorts 
about heavy water from Norway 
having found their way to India and 
Israel The non-proliferation fun¬ 
damentalists do nut raise questions 
about the inadequacy of safeguards 
on the supply side which is bound by 
treaty obligations not to pt‘rmit such 
supplies but create a lot of fuss about 
the recipient side which has no such 
obligation, m order to bypass the real 
responsibility for leakage There is a 
black market in nuclear material and 
it IS obvious that those materials 
could have emanated only from the 
imsafeguarded facilities of the 
nuc lear weapon powers 

Dismaying Discovery: There is 
widespread admission now that the 
NPT has not checked the prolifera¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons In spite of 
having signed the NPT and despite 
having suttered a humiliating 
military defeat, Iraci made startling 
progress in developing nuclear 
weapons and missiles And this has 
been the impetus to the international 
efforts to SIX to it that every country 
signs the NPT on the doited line or 
binds itself in some regional commit¬ 
ment or other 

The deasion by the US and the 
Soviet Union, following Mr Bush's 
historic initiative in 1991 to abolish 
theatre or short-range nuclear 
weapons and to make deep cuts in 
their strategic nuclear arsenals, has 
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prompted championb of the NPT to 
claim that they are on "strong moral 
ground" to demand universal accep¬ 
tance of the treaty which has bv no 
means ceased to be discriminatory 
inasmuch as it seeks to make the pos¬ 
session of nuclear weapons the 
monopoly of the five permanent 
members of the Security Council, 
also called the "P-tive", in pcTpetuity. 

The logic ot what the U.N in¬ 
spectors have uncovered in Irac] 
ought to have prompted the con¬ 
cerned countiies to cjuestion the ef¬ 
ficacy or even the relevance of the 
NPT, as also the veracity ot the US- 
led coalition's claims of having pul¬ 
verised lrac]['s capacity to build 
atomic, biological and chemical 
weapons Instead, the nuclear 
weapons poWer have started a dual 
cfrive to "put teeth" in the NPT and to 
bring within its purview all the 
countries that have not yet agreed to 
sign It Pakistan's ambassador to the 
U.N., Mrjamshed Marker, was heard 
describing the current campaign as a 
"pincer movement" against the 
nuclear have-nots 

Dr 1 Ians Bli\, Direclor-Ceneral of 
the Vienna-based International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
which IS the only organisation at the 
U N.'s disposal to enforce the NPT by 
inspc'cting the nuclear installations of 
the nations subscnbing to the treaty, 
has btvn consulting the Big Powers in 
order to "tighten the IAEA 
safeguards ami inspection proce¬ 
dures" which have clearly been 
shown to be lax and inotfc'ctual Aiicl 
that is what "putting teeth" into the 
NPT is all about 

//. India’s Nuclear Status 

P AKISTAN lost its "nuclear vir¬ 
ginity" i]uife some time ago The 
requirement ot the Pressler amend¬ 
ment remains unfulfilled in respect of 
Pakistan. China's strides in the field 
ot nuclear arms arc known India has 
rightlv shed its tactical ambivalence 
and the Chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, DrP.K. Iyengar, 
told the International Atomic Energy 
Agency: "It is clear that the signing of 
an agreement or a treaty by itself is 
not the recipe for preventing 
proliteration. What is more impor¬ 
tant is selt-rcstramt and India, 


despite having crossed the threshold 
in nuclear technology, continues to 
exercise self-restraint." 

India's march to the nuclear field 
has been long, self-sustained and 
morally mandated. After Inde¬ 
pendence, Indian scientists, deeply 
conscious of the role of atomic energy 
in tackling the energy crisis, improv¬ 
ing the agricultural situation and 
lighting certain dreaded diseases, 
agreed with the science-soaked 
Nehru that it was necessary to ac¬ 
quire nuclear capability through 
buying and learning from the ad¬ 
vanced countries wherever possible 
and through our own vigorous rv- 
search and development efforts in 
fields, workshops and laboratories of 
the right kind Credible capability 
was created by exploration and dig¬ 
ging tor atomic minerals, preparation 
of high purity nuclear materials like 
uranium, thorium, plutonium and 
zirconium, production ot fuel tor 
reactors and their control systems, 
preparation of heavy water, evolu¬ 
tion ot safety instruments and careful 
processing of the spent fuel and the 
waste matter. Tarapur, Kota, Madras, 
Narora... The movement made com- 
mer^dable progress. At least five reac¬ 
tors did vigorous work The 
technology, among other things, be¬ 
came capable of handling a consider¬ 
able amount ot high flux natural 
uranium completely indigenously. 
1 he department of Atomic Energy 
made self-reliance and pt'acetul use 
its motto. 

The powerful and peacetul un¬ 
derground experiment, carried out at 
Pokhran in May 1974, was a 
landmark. 1 his explosion had a clear 
objective—to sc'e how far such a blast 
could help to crush nxks in the sub¬ 
structure ot the earth. Incidentally, it 
sent ominous messages in and 
around the sub-continent and to the 
paranoid critics of India abroad. We 
said we had achieved a certain de¬ 
gree of expertise in nuclear technol¬ 
ogy, our critics said we had acquired 
the knowhow for making the bomb. 

India, the Government has 
repeatedly declared, will not make 
atomic bombs but it will not commit 
• itself to a bogus treaty where there is 
no truthful adherence to the avt^jifited 
objc'ctives. Way back in WiA, the then 


Indian Ambassador, Mr Azim Hus¬ 
sein, explained through his 11-point 
argument at the UN why the-treaty 
was titled in favour of the "nuclear 
haves". Briefly, it did not seek to en¬ 
sure the non-proliferation trf nuclear 
weapon States without imposing any 
curbs on the continued manufacture, 
stockpiling and sophistication of 
such weapons by the existing nuclear 
powers. 

The NPT IS discriminatory in 
regard to the safeguards and controls 
which were all irqposed on the non¬ 
nuclear weapon States while none of 
these was imposed on the nuclear 
weapon States. Twenty-two years 
later one finds that the two super 
powers have stcKkpiled several times 
more of the killer weapons and made 
them more destructive and easy to 
transport or hurl to points from 
where ma.ss destruction can be 
achieved The potential use of 
nuclear weapons has become the in¬ 
ternational currency of power. The 
disclosures from Iraq (an NIT sig¬ 
natory) expose the hollowness of the 
inspection system. The amount of 
nuclear arms the USA had taken to 
Kuwait and Iraq a few months ago 
shows how unconvincing its own 
commitment to the abjuration ot 
these killer weapons is. Israel, South 
Africa, China and Pakistan all have 
made their nuclear capability known. 

If India has to sign the NPT, it 
should do so as a peaceful nuclear 
weapon-State, what it potentially is, 
after ensuring that Pakistan and 
China pledge themselves to non-in¬ 
terference in neighbours' affairs and 
to settlement of disputes through 
bilateral talks. The NPT is more a 
question of discrimination than an 
answer to the nuclear proliferation 
problem. A country with wisdom, 
maturity and hard-earned expertise 
dedicated to peace cannot be hood¬ 
winked into a treaty of coercion. 

III. India Not to Sign NPT 

NDIA on March 16 this year 
categorically ruled out signing of 
the Nuclear Non-proliferation TVeaty 
and in effect turned down the IS 
proposal ffflSki^ve-nation summit to 
discuss non-proliferation in South 
Asia. The Minister of State for Exter¬ 
nal Affairs, Mr Eduardo Faldro, ex- 
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plained that while India was 
prepared to talk to the US on non- 
proliferation, given the ground 
realities, the five-nation meeting 
could become "an exercise in 
acrimony". 

The Minister categorically stated 
that there was no change in India's 
position with regard to the NPT; the 
Foreign Secretary had reaffirmed that 
New Delhi would not sign such a 
treaty as it was "discriminatory". 
Making a distinction between India's 
position on the NPT and on nuclear 
non-proliferation, Mr Faleiro referred 
to Prime Minister Narasimha Rao's 
speech at the UN Security Council on 
January 31 in which he recalled an 
"Action Plan" for disarmament put 
forward by Rajiv Gandhi in 1988. 

The "Action Plan" called upon 
all nuclear weapon-States to 
eliminate their nuclear arsenals by 
the year 2010 at the latest Mr Rao had 
suggested advancing of this time- 
trame to the year 2000 India is com¬ 
mitted to this Plan. 

Avoiding polemics: According 
to authoritative sources in New 


Delhi, the US does not expect India to 
sign the NPT straightaway but 
would welcome proposals to break 
the current impasse. India opposes 
the NIT on the ground that it dis¬ 
criminates between nuclear haves 
and have-nots. New Delhi dcvs not 
regard the concept of a nuclear-free 
zone to be feasible in South Asia's 
case since it does not take into ac¬ 
count the presence on India's border 
of China which is a nucle.ir weapons 
power. 

At the same time, however, India 
cannot be oblivious of the growing 
trend in favour of non-proliferation 
as exemplified in the recent vote for a 
Pakistan-spon.sored resolution in the 
UN on a nuclear weapon-tree /one in 
South Asia. 

Another contentious issue be¬ 
tween India and the US—the sale of 
an Indian rcMctor to Iran— was also 
high on the agenda of Mr 
Bartholomew's discussions in Delhi 
India's view is that so long as Iran, 
which has signed the NPl, states that 
the reactor will be used for jxMceful 
purposes only, there is no reason not 
to go ahead with the sale ft is on 


these very grounds that several 
Western countries have sold such re¬ 
search reactors to Iran and others in 
the p<ist. 

As an NPT country, Iran has to 
accept international inspection of all 
its nuclear facilities. The Americans, 
however, are concerned about the 
sale because Iraq, which is also an 
NPT signatory, managed to manufac¬ 
ture weapons in clear violation of the 
NPT clauses. 

India, according to reliable sour¬ 
ce's, IS not insensitive to these con¬ 
cerns but it believc's that the question 
of inspection will need to bo dis¬ 
cussed within a framework which 
avoids arbitrary discrimination 
against a particailar set of countries. 
Any attempt to bring pressure to bear 
on India would be counter-produc¬ 
tive, the sources said, adding that 
India, on its part, would react to the 
changed international climate on the 
proliferation issue with flexibility but 
without sacriticing its interests. 

On November 24, I99|, Dr Hans 
Bliv, Director CeneraJ of the Interna¬ 
tional Atomic F'nergy Agency (IAEA) 
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had a 45-minute meeting ivith Prime 
Minister, P.V. Narasimha Ran, on is¬ 
sues relating to nuclear proliferahon 
and its control. Mr Rao assured Hr 
Blix that India was steadfastly pursu¬ 
ing a peaceful nuclear programme 
and the country had no weapon 
programme. Mr Rao reiterated that 
India has maintained high standards 
of integrity in implementing its 
nuclear programme 

IV. Isolation of India 

N November last, further evidence 
of nuclear hypocrisy was available. 
The Soviet Union voted in favour of 
Pakistan and against India on the 
issue of ma king South Asia a midear- 
free /one. The trend also indicated 
the kind of pressure India is having to 
face to sign the nuclear non-prolifera¬ 
tion treaty (NIT). India's principled 
stand has now the backing only of 
Bhutan and Mauritius. 

The hypocrisy of the prophets 
who profess non-prcliteration but do 
not believe in practice is apparent in 
the debate in tlie U.N Political Com¬ 
mittee meeting. The committee's 
resolution, mercifully, is only recom¬ 
mendatory and not binding on the 
General Assembly. As is obvious, 
Pakistan's cleverly timed proposal is 
only to divert US attention away 
from its own nuclear programme 
which is in an advanced stage and to 
put India on the mat instead. The 
Soviet decision is an indicator of its 
resent helplessnes.s; it has no option 
ut to support every such US 
proposal. The US stated, however, 
that its support to the resolution does 
not constitute a blanket endorsement 
of n.-weapon free /ones in other 
regions of the world. i 

In view of China's nuclear 
programme, India's representative is 
right in pointing out that the global 
reach of nuclear weapems and their 
deployment has diminished the im¬ 
portance of regional nuclear-free 
zones and the solutions should be 
global. That is not to underestimate 
the strength of world opinion in a 
unipolar world. If a surrender on the 
issue would be unwise, ploughing a 
lonely furrow would also be not 
pragmatic. India docs have to give 
proof about its honest intentions. The 
policy planners have a lot of tight¬ 
rope walking in the days to come to 


bring the world round to its view that 
what is needed is a Comprehensive 
Test Ban (CTB) treaty, which is op¬ 
posed by the USA. Tlie majority of 
the countries seem to bo more than 
willing to go with the untenable US 
view that the threat to global peace 
comes mainly from developing 
countries. 

V. China Signs NPT 

WLNTY FOUR years after the 
Non-proliferation Treaty was ap¬ 
proved by the Security Council and 
22 years after it came into force, 
China, which earlier denounced the 
treaty as "hegemonistic", finally 
deposited its instruments of ratifica¬ 
tion with one of the throve depository 
States, Britain. This was done during 
the visit ot the Chinese Foreign Mini¬ 
ster to London on March 9, 1992 

The belatc'd accession ot C hina 
was projected as a great contribution 
to non-proliteration by the Western 
leaders. Basically, China is a guilty 
party. It has already passed oh 
nuclear weapon dc'sign to Takistan. 
This happened as far back as 1983-84. 
Thereby China becomes the only 
nuclear weapon power to have 
deliberately helped a non-nuclear 
weapon-State to acquire nuclear 
wt'apon capability to preient which 
IS the .sole justification of the NIT. 

China's subscription to the 
Treaty has a symbolic value on two 
counts. Apart from formally commit¬ 
ting Beijing to uphold its provisions, 
the acce.ssion ot China, like that of 
France, a few' months earlier, fills a 
major gap among the treaty's ad¬ 
herents. They can now draw satisfac¬ 
tion from the fact that two 
acknowledged nuclear weapon 
powers, which had so far mfusc'd to 
fall in line with the other three who 
sponsored the treaty, have now shed 
their objections and enhanced the 
stature of the club by joining it. 

In practical terms however, this 
change makes no difference because 
the treaty imposes no restraints on 
weapon programmes of members 
with declared arsenals. The obliga¬ 
tion to observe restraints on exports 
of sensitive materials is one that 
China claims to have been honouring 
already, a case in point bfing| j^e 
stipulation made in connection with 
the sale of a nuclear power reactor to 




Pakistan that it will have to be placed 
under international safeguards. 
France is of late setting even more 
stringent conditions, requiring 
buyers of nuclear etjuipment to put 
all their facilities under safeguards 
and not just those the French supp¬ 
ly- 

With China and France brought 
into the fold, the pressure will in¬ 
crease on States like India who refuse 
to sign the NPT, and on those like 
North Korea w'ho have not agreed to 
allow inspection* of facilities. All 
signs point to a growing internation¬ 
al consensus against letting any 
country keep its nuclear option open. 
Much energy has been expended on 
obtaining assurances from the former 
Soviet republics that all of them, bar¬ 
ring the succes.sor Russian State, will 
relinquish nuclear capabilities and 
sign the NPT as non-w'eapon States. 
There is, howe\er, no guarantee that 
all weapons, spei iaily the smaller tac¬ 
tical ones, will be dulv accounted for, 
raising the danger ot clandestine 
transfer to countries, or even militant 
groups in a position to pay tor the 
acquisitions. 

India, situated in close proximity 
to vohitile West Asia, raises the per¬ 
tinent question how the international 
community is going to deal with this 
new danger. The Americans say that 
mechanisms are in place to prevent 
leakages, but it is obvious that neither 
they nor others maintaining a similar 
facade, can at all be sure that there 
will be nq surprises. Yet they are 
trying to brush away the doubts such 
as those India has raised under the 
carpet in a vain bid to make the NIT 
kx)k go(xi as a safety net that it clear¬ 
ly has failed to be. This is as unfor¬ 
tunate as^t is dangerous. 

China's accession to the NPT is 
being converted into a public rela- 
•tions exercise and India has to 
counter its impact in the public rela¬ 
tions field. India has to offer similar 
public relations gimmicks. One of 
them is to offer to sign the NPT on the 
same terms as China, especially since 
India has conducted a nuclear test 
and is eligible to be defined as a 
nuclear-wei'jjon State under Article 
IX(3) of the treaty, except for the date 
stipulated, January 1, 1967. The ex- 
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pectotion in m.ikinj' this nffcr is not 
tl\at it will bo rooclih .KXvplo».1 but it 
gives India a diplomatic advantage in 
declaring that "we are prepared to 
sign the treaty with this small 
modification". This will have no im¬ 
pact m respect of any other State since 
there is no other country except India 
and the fi\'e nuclear-weap(ni pt)wcrs 
tiiat has condiicteil a test. 

China too is paying only lip ser¬ 
vice to the cause ot establishing a 
regional non-prohteration regime. It 
has signed the NIT but is going the 
France W'ay in violating the promise 
ot non-transterence ot nuclear 
vveapon-relateil technoUigies to non- 
weapon States The point is that it has 
signed the treaty only alter shKkpil- 
ing a large arsenal over the past 27 
years. Still, it has made it clear that it 
will not accept any conditions on its 
nuclear programme bcvaiise it claims 
it has notJung to do with South Asia, 
where its role is cmly pi'npheral. Its 
lO-year programme to double the 
si/e ot its nuclear armoury by IW6 is 
likely to continue, and e\en the as¬ 
surance ot "no lirst CISC'" ol nuclear 


weapons needs to be taken with a 
pinen ol salt. 

VI. Japanese Aid and NPT 

TAPANESF Prime Minister Mr Kichi 
J Miya/awa, told the visiting Indian 
Foreign Minister on January 21 last 
that Japan was ready to c'xpancl 
economic assistance to India. "We 
would like to do as much as we can", 
Mr Miya/awa was cjiioted as saying 
in rc'sponse to rcx]uests trom the then 
Foreign Minister, Mr Solanki, lor 
Japan's expanded cH.onomic ccHcpc'ra- 
tion. 

Both Mr Miya/awa and Mr 
Solanki agrevd there was an absulute 
need for Japan and India to intensity 
their dialogue*, aimed at building a 
solid rc’lationship of cooperation 

Mr Solanki succecxled in obtain¬ 
ing a Japanese understanding ot 
India's pcisition on the Nuclear Non- 
proliferation Treaty. He also made it 
clear that the NPT issue would in no 
way attect Japanc'se aid to India. Both 
of them agreed that in the rapidly 
changing world, the two nations 


should maintain "intensified high- 
level interactions and dialogue". Mr 
Solanki asserted at a press conference 
here that there w'aS mi ciuestion of the 
NPT affecting aid as tliey were not 
related. 

But the Japanese Foreign Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Michio Watanabe, said only 
in general terms that Japan would 
like to consider matters such as disar¬ 
mament, human rights and environ¬ 
mental issues in the context of its aid. 

Asked what ho thought of 
Pakistan's proposals on the nuclear 
issue, the Minister said the proposal 
ot the Pakistan premier was difficult 
to accept. While India had no nuclear 
weapons, I’akistan was rumoured to 
have them. 

New N.-Bully: India has not so 
far bevn asked to sign the Nuclear, 
Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) at 
gun point but the tlm'al of aid cut is 
no less potent a weapon. The latest 

f ioliceman is Japan which thrt'w 
iroad enough liints to India's then 
Foreign Minister, Mr Solanki, that it 
would cut development aid to India 
unless it signcxl on the line dotted by 
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the USA. Mr Soianki's pleadin|;s that 
the treaty greatly discriminated 
tigain^t the countries that did not 
claim to have nuclear vveaj.x)ns vvlion 
it was drawn up and assignt\.i them 
greater duties than those which have 
such weapons did not cut much ice 
with Mr Watanahe, his Japanese 
counterpart, who indicated mat his 
country would go ahead with the 
threat because public opinion there 
was in ift. favour. That will be more 
' than unfortunate tor India, consider¬ 
ing that Japan is one of its biggest aid 
donors. The unprecedented balance 
of payments crisis in 1991 could be 
tided over mainlv because Tokyo 
promptly pledged $866 million in 
concessional loans to Delhi. A stop¬ 
page of such aid can be fatal for the 
economy. This type of blackmail is 
reprehensible no doubt, but the 
strength of international sentiment 
against nuclear proliferation is too 
strong to be ignored. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union 
has made India's position untenable 
with the NPT pressure becoming al¬ 
most universal. Since even important 
hold-outs against the NPT like 
France, China, Argentina, Brazil, 
South Africa and North Korea now 
formally back the treaty, its future 
kxiks secure even beyond 199*5 when 
it is scheduled to come up for review. 
That leaves out only India, Pakistan 
and Israel, among which the last 
named enjoys a "special status" in 
the US scheme of things. Since Pakis¬ 
tan has always said that it would sign 
the treaty if India does so, the latter 
remains the last bastion of resistance. 
The developments of 1991 pose a 
major challenge to India's nuclear 
policy and it nas to devise a new 
framework, taking into account the 
realities ot our nuclear environment 
and preserve our basic security inter¬ 
ests. In an attempt not to be seen at 
odds with the world opinion it has to 
visibly support the international ef¬ 
forts to prevent the further prolifera¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons and 
articulate steps for arms control and 
confidence-building measures to 
avert a nuclear war with Pakistan. 

VII Presslor'8 Pressure 

HERE was much satisfaction in 
this country over Senator Larry 
Pressler's "certificate" that his 
.inn'iidiftent denying US aid to 
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countries making nuclear weapons 
would not be applicable to India. We 
also seemed to be pleased that Mr 
Pa'sslcr has attest^ that Pakistan 
must be making such fiendish 
nuclear weapons. 

But Mr Pressler himself repeated 
his demand, in polite la ngu age, that 
India should sign the Nlri", a theme 
which "no American politician or of¬ 
ficial, high or low, has missed to ser¬ 
monise to us". 

When the Pressler Amendment 
was first mcxjted in the US Congress, 
India was very much there as a target 
along with Pakistan; later it was 
inodiBed to single out only Pakistan. 
In the UN General Assembly, the 
resolution calling for South Asia to be 
turned into a nuclear weapons-free 
/one was passed, this time by a recoal 
majority with only India opposing 
along with Bhutan and Mauritius. 

When Mr Narasimha Rao at¬ 
tended the special U.N. Security 
Council se.ssion in January, 1992, 
there was massive pressure on him to 
agree to sign the NPT or at least to 
make an official declaration abjuring 
the manufacture and use of nuclear 
weapons. The ultimate weapon in the 
Big Power anmeniry is the question of 
giving us much-needed loans. The 
Fund-Bank and most of the G-7 big¬ 
wigs might withhold any credit, we arc 
told, unless and until we agree to NPT. 

As for Pakistan, it is strange that 
w'e should at all be applauding the 
USA for bullying Pakistan. Our prob¬ 
lem with Pakistan in the last four 
decades has been to a large measure 
centred round the question that suc¬ 
cessive governments in that country 
leant heavily on the US and thereby 
intensific'd their intransigent attitude 
to our country. The immorality of big 
power bullying that they tliemselves 
could possess nuclear weapons, and 
nobody else, must not be forgotten. 

We seek total and irrevocable 
destruction of all nuclear weapons. 
This applies particularly to the big 
powers with their frightening 
nuclear arsenals. Incidentally, there is 
no pressure on the part of ttvsjjjg glfeo f 
Presslers to force Israelntd sl^rPme 
NPT, through the Jewish State has 


reached nuclear weapons capability, 
if not already manufactured the 
bomb. Instead, Israel is a beneficiary 
of US arms. So long as the big powers 
do not destroy their arsenals, there 
cannot be any selective abjuration of 
nuclear weapons by India or Pakistan. 

VIII. India Rejects NWFZ 

OULD a nuclear weapons-free 
zone be a realistic way out of the 
problem? A South Asian NWFZ 
would mean tiiat no nuclear 
weapons are manufactured or 
deployed by or in countries of the 
region, nor are they targeted at or in 
any country of the region. 

India has firmly rejected the con¬ 
cept of nuclear weapons-free zones 
and called for a global and com¬ 
prehensive approach to non¬ 
proliferation to save humanity fropi a 
nuclear disaster. "Regional arrange¬ 
ments, bilateral agreements, nuclear 
weapons-free /ones and other techni¬ 
cal fixes, which have become popular 
over the last two decades, have clear¬ 
ly failed to arrest the number of 
nuclear weapons from growing 
qualitatively or quantitatively", said 
Mr Parkash Shah, leader of the Indian 
delegation to the conference on disar¬ 
mament in Geneva on March 25 this 
year. Nor have they succeeded in 
prevention and increase in the num¬ 
ber of countries with possible corttrol 
over divided nuclear arsenals. 

It is the failure of the NPT to 
provide an acceptable balance of 
mutual responsibility and obliga¬ 
tions between nuclear and non¬ 
nuclear weapon States, that not only 
allowed but even encouraged 
proliferation of nuclear weapons by 
nuclear-weapon States. 

While non-nuclear weapon 
States such as India scrupulously ad¬ 
hered to a policy of non-proliferation 
despite acquiring the capability to 
use nuclear energy for military pur¬ 
poses, and refrained Bom as$isttng 
any other State from developing 
nuclear weapons, there was free and 
frantic competition amongst nud^ri 
weapon Stajps to reach the pinhacte 
of achievement in acquiring nuctesuf 
destructive capacity to destroy the - 
world many times over. 
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Argumentative Questions on 
Social and Economic Problems 


CHEAP JUSTICE, COSTLY 
JUlKiES 


Q. "Cheap justice means costly 
Judges." Do you accept this view? 
Give arguments for and A^ann-t this 
view. 

Ans. The Chief liisfice of huhii, Mr 
Jmtwe M.H. Kititia, imuguratni;^ a 
laioyers Conference recent!}/, sought to 
chsiici the notion that expeniiiture on the 
jiuiicmy itxis a liixitr}/, goinethin^ that 
can alniObt be dispeinted with. He urf(ed 
that the /min lan/ bhonid be treated on a 
par with defence or the police as if per¬ 
formed a fundamental duty of denux rai i/. 
For many years the fudges' salaries con¬ 
tinued to be relatively low. Despite the 
increasing inflation and the frequent 
raise in the salaries and allowances of 
other Stale employees, the jiuiges’ emolu¬ 
ments remained inrtually untouched. 
The fudges, however, are not a highly 
vocal and articulate section of^ciety and 
have suffered silently on this count. The 
ifispeiisation of justice in India is very 
slow and it is also very expeiisiix'. But the 
question is: will higher salaries and al¬ 
lowances to the fudges ensure eheap jus¬ 
tice? And would that be a fair 
arraiigeinent? 

Arguments f-oi the View 

1. The inordinate judicial delays 
and the arrears of cases running into 
thousands at various levels, especial¬ 
ly in the High Courts and the 
Supreme Court, are indeed a scandal. 
Such immense delays in deciding 
cases have eroded the people's con¬ 
fidence in the effectiveness of the 
judiciary. There is hardly any incen¬ 
tive for the poorly paid judges and 
Sub-Judges to exp^ite the dispensa¬ 
tion irf justice 
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2. In order to get better work 
from the judiciary, the Judges must be 
paid better salaries to enable them to 
lead a reasonably good life. If, to meet 
the countrywide demand by both the 
Government and the people, justice is 
to be made available cheap and 
speedy, JudgeS'Will have to be costly, 
the Chief Justice has said, while 
pointing to the unsatisfactory work¬ 
ing conditions of the Judges of lower 
and middle level courts. He speaks 
from first-hand experience and his 
view must be respected. 

3. It is at the lower and middle- 
level courts that there is considerable 
inefficiency and corruption. When a 
judge posted to a new place is 
obliged to go looking anxiously for a 
house, how can he be expected to 
remain scrupulously impartial? The 
Judges may in such cases be soft 
towards people who (or their client) 
assure them suitable accommodation 
on attractive terms. 

4. The Judges at various levels, 
including the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, have described the 
mounting arrears in the aiurts as a 
"veritable volcano" that can damage 
irreparably the foundations of our 
judicial system. Any step that can be 
expected to expedite decisions in 
pending cases would be welcome. 
Payment of higher salaries is one 
such step. A discontented, inade¬ 
quately paid judiciary is apparently a 
drag on the system and, in effect, a 
hindrance in the smcxith functioning 
of the courts. The lack of adequate 
judicial experience among some 
judges makes matters worse. The 
recent case of a Guwahati High Court 
Judge proves the point. The.^upreme 
Court quasjted his apponUment in 


March this year. The failure to ensure 
speedy justice fo the needy is a clear 
violation of the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. While It is only just and fair 
that all members of the judiciary 
should be adequately paid, like other 
categoric^ of employees of the State, 
the implication that a judge is not 
meeting out justice in the real sense 
because his salary is not high, or at 
any rate not of the level the Judge 
expects, IS surely odd. The disposal oi 
court cases should not be linked in 
any way with the Judge's emolu¬ 
ments. 

2. During the past few years 
many people noticed that influential 
industrialists, businessmen and cer¬ 
tain other prominent people have 
managed to get speedy justice while 
lakhs of poor people remain waiting 
for years on end for their petitions to 
be heard and injustices redressed. 
This means that direct or indirect 
monetary and other pressures have 
begun to count a good deal in secur¬ 
ing justice, or the rich and influential 
people's version of it. 

3. Practising lawyers of the 
Bombay High Court and of some 
other tribunals represented to the 
Chief justice of the Supreme Court to 
point out the disquieting develop 
ments. Some of the judges have 
repeatedly flouted the norms and 
rules prescribed for hearing court 
cases. The credibility of the judlcktiy 
has been eroded because of the con¬ 
duct or misconduct of some members 
of the jitdiciary. The extra-ordinary 
expediency shown in a leading In¬ 
dian, business house's case shocked 



the people. 

4. If indeed the impression goes 
round that justice is only for the rich 
and by the rich, that Would mark the 
virtual end of all democratic institu¬ 
tions. A Judge rightly lamented that 
"my conscience protests to me when 
thousands of remediless wrongs wait 
in the queue a diamond exportor's 
case gets attention promptly." 

5. In the context of the Justice V. 
Ramaswami case, the first of it^ kind 
in the country's judicial history, our 
judiciary and society have begun to 
feel that higher level judges should 
also be made liable to scrutiny. Ex¬ 
perts recall that judges in the U.S.A. 
have to face stricter scrutiny. Both 
legal ability and ethical fitness are 
closely examined. It has been noticed 
that one out of five judges nominated 
for the U.S. Supreme Court does not 
get confirmed. Even personal life and 
the entire career are thoroughly 
scrutinised through a 21-page ques¬ 
tionnaire. In India this is not being 
done at present and there is much 
scope for favouritism and exerting 
pressures. 

DREAMS OF LEFTISTS 

Q. "Consolidation of Leftists is 
a distant and an improbable dream; 
therefore they should abandon their 
negative postures and back the posi¬ 
tive policies of the ruling groups." 
Give arguments For and Against the 
view. 

Ans. The latest developments indi¬ 
cate that a realignmeid of political forces 
is almost certain. The changing cir¬ 
cumstances and the developments loithin 
the country and abroad stress the need for 
unity among the Leftists' groups. If the 
various groups and dissidents join hands 
and agree to sink their differences, it 
would be a'great service to the country. It 
is the ceaseless dissidence, of which the 
groupism and factionalism are clear 
manifestations, that is one of the biggest 
obstacles to regional and national unity. 
There is no doubt that the negative 
developments in various ' parts of the 
world, especially where there are Leftist 
forces in some strength., have created 
voiib. the voids in major political parties 


create a series ofprcd>lems which general¬ 
ly tend to xoorsen an already disconcert¬ 
ing situation. On the other hand, positive 
and constructive policies tend to promote 
peace and amity. 

Arguments For the View 

1. The Leftists of various shades 
have btith ideological and political 
differences which seem to be per¬ 
manent. There is no meeting point 
between the extremes. Since there is 
little possibility of the ideological dif¬ 
ferences getting resolved, the chances 
of consolidation of the leftist forces 
in the country are remote. 

2. The repeated efforts made 
during the past few years have 
proved fruitless. At its fourth con¬ 
gress held in 1968, the CPI wont in for 
a radical revision of its outdated 
ideas and stereotyped positions and 
gave up the "tiresome phase of unity 
of communist revolutionaries" m 
favour of interaction with the main 
Left parties. The CPI (M-L) also gave 
a call for a Left and democratic con¬ 
federation. The efforts yielded little 
and the various parties concerned ap¬ 
parently reconciled themselves to the 
situation as it was. Each group has its 
own identity and self-interest in 
mind. 

3. The CPM General Secretary, 
Mr Harkishen Singh Surjeet, pointed 
out at the CPI's 15th triennial con¬ 
gress, held at Hyderabad in mid- 
April this year, that the Left forces in 
the country remain weak; the 
Naxalites have not joined the 
mainstream of the Left movement. 

4. The Left movement m the 
country, the CPM leaders themselves 
admit, has remained weak over the 
years, although the certain groups 
and parties had considerable pres¬ 
tige. The CPI's electoral base and per¬ 
formance in various States have 
stagnated instead of growing. The 
hopes of further consolidation have 
faded. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. In most parts of the world the 
rightist forces are no longer gaining 
strtogth. The trend is against 
‘Uipitalism and ^nservatism. Reac- 


ARGUMiNTAm 

tionary elements still stand di^ 
credited since they take the counttj 
backward and thwart progress. 

2. A resolution passed by th 
Communist Party of India in Aplj 
rightly asserted that Socialism a 
such has not failed following tite cd 
lapse of the Soviet Union. TK 
developments in the former U5.$J 
and in Bast Europe showed thatont 
a particular model of Socialism hai 
failed. The great gains and advance 
of the erstwhile Siaviet Union in th 
world after the October Revolutic^ 
testified to the historical meanin] 
and role of that Revolution and ft 
creative ideology. 

3. The deepening crisis of th* 
model of socialism built up, the 94 
cumulated flaws and perversiof^ 
and the gross mistake committed; m 
the Gorbachov leadership. Thfi 
means that the leadership and mt 
plementation of policies failed, nd 
the principles and theory oi 
socialism. This lapse led to thedh^ 
tegration of the Soviet Union. 
Leftists have a point in stating tiut' 
the double-dealing manoeuvres c« 
imperialist forces had succeeded It 
their aims of subverting the Sovl(|i 
Union. That had been the aim of tiw 
capitalist West for many decades. ' 

4. Socialism guarantees liveHi 
hood to all, though it breeds com 
placency and takes away the maijn 
incentive to exertion and fruitful acs 
tivity. If the Leftists abandon thej) 
destructive attitudes and negative 
tactics, the country and society, oJ 
which they are a part, would gain 
immensely. 

5. At present the Leftists oppose 
the policies of the ruling groups in 
the States on principle and do nol 
judge the Government's decisions od 
merit. They condemn all official 
policies as "anti-people". This unfair 
trend is one rea.son why the majority 
of the people generally do not have 
much regard for Socialists, Com¬ 
munists and other Leftists many of 
whom have the dubious distinction 
of being professional agitators, strike 
organisers and trouble-makets. 
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1^ Taking to the streets for every issue is 
I not conducive to the promotion of 
national interest. In the eyes of the 
r public they lose much credibility. 

1 , -- 

>, TRIBAL STATE—DANGEROUS 
PRECEDENT 

Q. "Establishment of a new 
State comprising tribals of several 
j', $tates of Central and Eastern India 
t lyould be a dangerous precedent for 

• the country." Give arguments For 
i) and Aganisl this view. 

Ans. DiinngtlwfmtSOyearsorsn} 
, the tnbals of Bihar and some other ad- 
I joining areas have been carrying on an 
"( agitation for a separate State and special 

* rights. The 24-memher committee ap¬ 
pointed to study the question, in its 
report released at the end of March 1992, 
recommended the formation of an 

, autonomous General Council on the fnit- 
’ tern of the Gorkha Hill Council, with 
wide-ranging legislative and cxecutii’c 
pouvrs, for the fharkand region of Bihar. 
The tribals ofseivral other States, namely 
West Bengal, Orissa and Madhya 
Pradesh, also joined the agitation 
through their siyokesincn. There has been 
some cases of inolence also. It urns feared 
that grave militancy might raise its head. 
Recently, the tribals formed a fharkand 
commando force to pursue their obiectnv 

Arguments Tor the View 

1. The tribals' demand is not 
practical and has extensive implica¬ 
tions. The jharkand Mukti Morcha 
wants a tribal State consisting of 16 
districts of Bihar, three districts of 
West Bengal, two of Madhya Pradesh 
and four of Orissa. This would mean 
that territories of three States other 
than Bihar would have to be 
separated from their parent entity. 
For understandable reasons, these 
States are opposed to the formation 
of a separate unit. Tliey are not will¬ 
ing to allow certain areas to be taken 
out of their jurisdiction. The C.M.s 
did not participate in the conference 
convened by the Union Home Mini¬ 
ster to discuss the issue. 

2. Fomung a new political entity 
by carving out territory from other 
States and putting these together to 
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fulfil the political aspirations of 1.3 
crore tribals would have dangerous 
repercussions. Many other backward 
and neglected groups of people resid¬ 
ing elsewhere would make similar 
demands for separate States, or some 
other kind of distinct entities. The 
process of disintegration would cre¬ 
ate endless complications and the ef¬ 
forts towards national integration 
would receive a major setback. 

3. The basic factor is the continu¬ 
ing regional imbalance. Such 
economic and political imbalances 
arc a direct cause of jealousies, dis¬ 
contentment, heart-burning and in¬ 
citement for agitations. The economic 
blockade resorted to by the Jharkand 
Mukti Morcha in March this year and 
similar other agitations would have 
led to disastrous consequences if the 
blockade had continued. Such block¬ 
ades are launched if the demand of 
only one section or group is con¬ 
ceded. So it would be best not to set 
the ball rolling. The Bihar General 
Council model would become a 
prototype for replication in West Ben¬ 
gal, Orissa and Madhya IVadesh if 
the governments of these States 
favourably consider the demand for 
separate or autonomous entities. Be¬ 
sides creating political and ad¬ 
ministrative bottlenecks, the 
economic blockade would have jeop¬ 
ardised the functioning of thermal 
plants in Punjab, Haryana and Delhi 
because the coal supplies for these 
and other power stations come most¬ 
ly from Bihar. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. The best way to check the 

demands for separate political and 
administrative entities is to tackle the 
root cause of discontent—adminis¬ 
trative neglect, letting the people's 
genuine grievances pile up. Prompt 
redress and all-out attention to the 
complaints of the people, especially 
the tribals, are essential. Economic 
and cultural development of these 
backward areas should receive top 
priority. . 

2. The delay in looking into the 
grievances feeds the agitations; am- ’ 
bitious politician^^xploit the feelings 


of the ftustrated people of the back¬ 
ward but resources-rich areas. Clear¬ 
ly, both bureaucrats and the 
politicians belonging to the opposi¬ 
tion groups are to blame for the 
present state , of affairs. The 
bureaucrats pay no attention to the 
grievances <jf the backward people, 
and the politicians stir up agitations 
in a bid to discredit the Government. 
The Adivasis continue to live in ab¬ 
ject poverty; and petty politics Cast a 
shadow over the regijpn. 

3. The Government is undeniab¬ 
ly tardy in redressing public grievan¬ 
ces and wakes up to the urgency of a 
complex situation only when the 
agitation threatens to turn violent 
and creates a law and order problem. 
The country has to pay heavily for the 
governmental delays. The jharkand 
Mukti Morcha has threatened to 
resume its boycott movement unless 
its demand for a separate State is con¬ 
ceded in the next few weeks. At best 
the region must be made a Union Ter¬ 
ritory, according to the.Movement's 
restless leaders. 

4. Negotiations with the leaders 
of the various agitations should not 
be put off again and again. Delay in 
holding consultations and repeatedly 
adjourning the talks in the hope of 
the agitators climbing down merely 
feed the anti-government move¬ 
ments. Lack of tact and of foresight 
have been evident at every stage of 
the prolonged agitation. 
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ECONOMIC SCENE 


Private Sector Upgradatton 

Q. In the changing economic 
scenario, the possibilities of the 
public sector investment crowding 
out the private sector investment 
have now been reduced consider* 
ably^ Elaborate. 

Ans. Has the Nehruvian model 
of growth and development of the 
Indian economy been given a silent 
burial by the ruling Congress party 
itself? This provocative question is 
being debat(^ both inside and out¬ 
side the ruling party in the wake of 
the new policy package. 

The proponents of the economic 
reforms assert that there is no break¬ 
away from Nchruvianism which des¬ 
tined the public sector to attain 
"commanding heights" at the same 
time as it co-exist with the private 
sector. The perception of the critics of 
the new policy regime is that 
liberalisation, de-regulation, de-con¬ 
trol, de-licensing and market-friend¬ 
ly policies add up to anti-Nehru 
paradigm of planned development. 
In short, in their view the country has 
now an un-mixed private or capitalist 
economy and that the new policy 
package has sounded the death knell 
of mixed economy of Nehru's 
dreams. 

The industrial policy resolution, 
1956, defined the contours of each 
sector and provided that the opera¬ 
tions of either of the two sectors must 
not undermine but supplement those 
of the other. Cooperation and not 
competition was to be the keynote of 
the sectoral activities. 

It is a patent fact that fhe private 
sector in the eafly fifties (when 
Nehru's model was adopted for 
planned development) had neither 
the requisite capital resources nor the 
technology to initiate development 
after the dreiiins of Nehru. It was but j 
proper, then to invoke theJielp of the ! 


State to play a dominant role, espe¬ 
cially in building, what Nehru 
termed, the "temples of modern 
India". In the process, the public sec¬ 
tor grew flabby over the years and 
came to be described as a "white 
elephant". The return on investment 
was very low compared to that from 
the private sector investments. Cer¬ 
tain distortions have crept into the 
economy. The public sector has now 
ceased to be treated as a 'holy cow'. 
The emphasis is on improving its ef¬ 
ficiency and rehabilitation of the sick 
units. 

In line with the policy shifts, 
referred to above, the allocation of 
resources as between the public and 
the private sectors during the eighth 
five year plan period, 1992-97, has 
been tilted in favour of the latter. Tlie 
smaller share of the public sector in 
the total plan outlay is a step in the 
same direction. The critics call it 
erosion of that sector. 

Notably, the public sector will 
now play a supportive role and the 
possibilities of its crowding out the 
private sector has been reduced con¬ 
siderably. With the changed direction 
and thrusts of planning, conditions 
for the private sector resource 
mobilisation are favourable. The 
private sector would have better op¬ 
portunities to have access to enlarged 
market due to rising effective 
demand including lucrative con¬ 
sumer and capital goods sectors. 
Given the new direction of the eighth 
plan and the macro-economic struc¬ 
tural adjustment and stabilisation 
policies, the private sector would at¬ 
tract a larger chunk of savings. 

Over the top of it, there has been 
about eight-fold increa.se in the small 
investors from 2 million to 15 million 
during the decade of eighties. The 
numb<»r is likely to rise more rapidly 
in ftte coming year?. 

pattern of source sectors 


(households, banking and fihanciSiif: 
institutions) and instrument^' 
(securities, bonds, shares) may 
change. While the institutions ahi£ 
the instruments would have to 
pete, the public/private sector| 
would, hopefully, not compete eatalfj 
other out. The open door policy 
respect of the foreign direct invesf^^] 
ment and the non-resident Indianalfe 
aimed at easing the resource crum^ 
in the economy. 

To. enable the private sector 
play the assigned role certain .poH<^ 
changes will ^ needed. For instan^ip 
the interest rate review, liberalisath^^ 
of pricing policies, adequate 
structure, to mention a few. ■. 

In short, the public and thli 
private sectors investments must 
complementary. The shift in 
respective roles is to make the publl^^ 
sector investment supportive rathW^ 
than occupy the commapdh^^ 
heights. Suitable policy changes tO'ttt^l^ 
tract more savings and improve 
ficiency would be needed. That *^^ 
what the macro-economic adjiisii^J 
ment and .stabilisation policies 
to achieve. ■ .*■; 

De-fusIng Demographic -Bomb 

Q. A pragmatic population 
policy requires a holistic an4.’ 
humane approach according-^' 
primacy to womi^n and children antlv 
not merely emphasising reduction ' 
in numbers. Amplify. 

Ans. Almost all the economh; 
and social problems facing Indiai 
today are attributable to the rapid 
growthof population. When India at-. 
tained freedom in 1947, its popula¬ 
tion was just only 341 million which 
increased to 690 million in 1981 and, 
further to 844 millicin a decade later. 
At the turn of the century it is es^ 
timated to cross the 1000 million 
mark when the country would have 
the dubious distinction of toppjng 

' the world in terms of population. 
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P While the rhetoric to check the the social status of a woman and big chunk while the external debt is 

, ^population growth has been inces- recognition of her right to choose only a thin slice. On the eve of the 

I'Sant since Independence, the political when and how often to bear the sixth plan, India owed only 19 paise 

'leaders remain amazingly indifferent trauma of child-bearing. To make it to the foreigners out of every rupee 

^n reality. The result is that the politically sustainable, the govern- taken as loan (public debt plus Other 

'problems like provision of the mini- ment will have to initiate a process liabilities) but it reduced to just 10.6 

mum needs of life—food, clothing for evolving a national consensus paise in the terminal year of the 

tand shelter—continue to haunt us. A and a change of heart. seventh plan. This decline should not 

new paradigm of the national - . ... however delude us into complacen- 

/ population plan (if there is any) is, —HHE-EH! cy. There is actually no relief from the 

' therefore, called for. Q. Write a short note on the debt as the curve continues scaling 

The eighth five year plan has tar- Central govenment liabilities. up. The external debt actually 

getted crude birth rate at 26 per 1000 Ans. The financial scenario of I*??!.?® 

1, population and crude death rate at the Central government has for the ^ 

. 9.6 crude 1000 population More than past few years been a matter of grave *, ^ crore m 1990- 

‘ the reversal in the up-trend of concern but never as much as it is 

population growth is the attitudinal today. It is a sad commentary on the 39,565 crore on March 31,1993. 

change in favour of family planning way it has been (mis)managing its The debt has become burden- 

by women at the tubectomy campis. tinances during the decade of some because of the increase in inter- 
This IS a positive trend in fertility eighties The liabilities far exceed the est charges with the bunching of the 
decline and needs to be strengthened, assets of the government and have debt repayments. Secondly, the ex- 
The family planning programmes forced the recent draconian economic cess of liabilities over assets has be- 
must seek increased participation of reforms come endemic or the deficit between 

the people, particularly women. liabilities increased ha.s become increasingly 

The ministry of health and family from Rs 50,215 crore in 1979-80 to Rs 
welfare which looks after population n3,441 crore in 1984-85 and Rs The disconcerting predicament 

control has indicated two major 268,193 crore in 1989-90. The volume on the financial front is explained by 
strategies in the Action Plan for of debt rose by 125 per cent during the reckless consumption expendi- 
population control, fhe first strategy the sixth five year plan, 1980-81 to ture with loans. Instead of spending 
aims at area-specific approach and 1984-85, and 95 per cent during the the borrowed money on projects 
the second offers a package of incen- seventh five year plan, 1985-86 to which would generate capital, it was 
tives and disincentives. 1989-90. As against this, the increase spent on unproductive purposes. 

The Planning Commission goes a m assets has been far low from Rs This is strikingly evident from the 
step further and advocates micro- 52,484 crore to Rs 105,12.3 crore and fact that the excess of government 
specific district and below-distnct Rs 209,623 crore in the corresponding liabilities over its assets has increased 
planning mexie. Its success would be years or 100 per cent and 69 per cent from a mixiesl sum of Rs 8,018 crore 
contingent on the local planning m the respective plan periods The in 1984-85 to Rs 92,694 crore in 1991- 
mechanism and the inter-connection debt raising has, thus, outrun the 92—in a short span of just seven 
among the different variables with asset-creation and the trend has con- years, 
population. The second strategy lays tinued in the current decade. The ... .u l 

emphasis on incentives and dismeen- projection for the debt is Rs 395,338 happen. The 

tives. Without going into the con- crore for the current fiscal year and Rs revenue defiat excess of expendi- 
iroverey about their ments/dements, 288,979 crore for the assets. The ture over the revenue receipte from 
it may be stated that a paradigm shift liabilities which would be left un- 

in the population policy ii> called for. covered by as&cts in 1992-93 will be froin Rs 4,225 crore to Rs 17,081 crore 
From the existing negative approach about 37 per cent while the propor- during the aforesaid period was 
of population contn>I to a positive tion was just 8 per cent in 1984-85. financra with surpl^on capital ac- 
one of optimum patterns and condi- The gap between the assets and count (that is leans). Tnis fiscal jxihcy 
.tiems for child-bearing and women's liabilities of the Centre has blown up proved suicidm as the deficit fii^nc- 
health and well-being. That is the into an alarming dimension. To fill it *”8 generated more demand for 
Strategy which would provide an up is a formidable challenge to whidh loans to pay off the past loans With 
answer to the question of burgeoning the present government ha$ id* interest. 

population. dressed itself and launched radical Also, the Centre advances loans 

For optimum patterns ot child- economic rrfor^. It is hoped that the to the State governments. In 1991 - 92 , 

bearing, we need to reduce the child* wonomy will have a turn ^und as amounted to Rs 126391 crore or 

bearing risks, by ensuring correct successfully imple* jj^g advances, 

child timing and adequate health- mented. These assets arg of a dubious nature, 

care in child-bearing and delivery. It may be noted that of the total ^ven the poor repaying capacity of 
This, in turn, means improvement in debt the internal, debt constitutes a tne State governments. 

f 
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Descriptive Questions 


The are an^uvrs to the 

tiuesthiia pat in the Demriptive Paper 
set for the BSRB (Baroda) Clerical Grade 
examination held in Noivinkr, 1991. 

IVt’ fhank' Mr M. Veeresivara Rao of 
Amalapuram (Andhra Pradesh) for 
'.citdinjf Its a co^n/ of the qitofion fntper. 

Q. 1. .Some people feel that 
children above the age of 18 should 
not be financially supported. They 
should make their own earnings. 
Substantiate your view from your 
reading, experience, etc. 

Ans. In my view, basal on ex¬ 
perience, study and exchange of 
views with my friends, the conten¬ 
tion that parents should stop sup¬ 
porting their children when the latter 
reach the age of 18 is incorrect. There 
are several factors that have 
prompted me to express tlys view. 

First and foremost, only a frac¬ 
tion of children who have crossed the 
age of 18 complete their education, 
and hence they are not qualified to 
earn their living. It is true that in 
many cases boys who ha\’e reached 
the age of 18 years take up minor jobs 
and are able to earn some money to 
supplement their parents' incomes 
But the vast majority of them are still 
in college or in the "plus two" or 
senior secondary classtN, whether in 
schix^l or college. Our common ex¬ 
perience is that youth get the B.A. or 
M.A./M.Sc degree, or they complete 
their vtKational or professional train¬ 
ing after reaching the age of 20 or 21. 
Only then do most youth start earn¬ 
ing their livelihood. 

Second, children above the age of 
18 or so do have the right of voting in 
elections, but that doe.s riot make 
them economically independent. Ex¬ 
cept in rare cases when they join 
some business or enter the arena of 
technical education and training, 
they slvould not be asked to fend for 
themselves. Stoppage of support 
would virtually ruin their career. It is 


the duty of parents to ensure sound 
physical and intellectual develop¬ 
ment of their children. The process is 
seldom complete at the age of 18. ' 

Only children who are put in 
some business or placed in some in¬ 
dustrial enterprise can become self- 
supporting and in a position to 
manage without financial support 
from their parents. Such cases are 
vcTy,few. 

Moreover, a youth has to be im¬ 
parted adetjuate training and instruc¬ 
tion for running an enterprise 
entirely on his own. Partnerships 
often run into all sorts of difficulties, 
such as losses, setbacks, large-scale 
misappropriation of funds by un¬ 
scrupulous persons associated with 
the business or industry Petty jobs 
and temporary assignments will not 
se)lve the problem. 

My view has been confirmed by 
the reports 1 have read in newspapers 
and magazines, especially those 
specialising in commerce, business 
and industry. While a few cases of 
youngsters of the age of 18 have 
made a success of their career, others 
have been facing difficulties of 
various kinds and had ultimately to 
sell off their business and take up 
petty employment somewhere. Xhe 
argument thahrhildren above the age 
of 18 should not be financially sup¬ 
ported by their parents is un.sound, 
all the more in the case of girls, unless 
of course they are married off at an 
early age and become housewives 

Self-employment or Govt Service? 

Q. 2. It is always better to be 
self-employed than working in 
some Government or private or¬ 
ganisation. 

Give two arguments for the 
view and two arguments against the 
view. 

Ans. Self-employment has cer¬ 
tain advantages and so has service in 
some government office or private 


organisation. Much depends upon an 
individual's circumstances and also 
his or her personal inclinations. Ac¬ 
tually, some kind of service and 
employment is far better than none at 
all. Unemployment often results In 
semi-starvation and wcmtsc. 

Arguments in Favour of self' 
employment 

1. Those who are self-employed 
can maintain their dignity ana pres¬ 
tige. They do not have to depend 
upon anybody for making their 
jiving. Dependence up^m others for 
economic survival is at times 
humiliating and develops a slavish 
mentality. 

2. Self-employment not only 
creates a sense of independence but 
also provides the requisite incentive 
to work hard, enltance output and 
increase one's earnings. Generally, it 
is quite true that the more the work 
an individual puts in (other things 
being equal) the mc»re the profits and 
other incidental gains. There is 
greater initiative for self-employed 
people than for those who are in ser¬ 
vice somewhere or other. That is why 
It is quite natural that selt-empk>yed 
persons who run their own business 
concern or industrial enterprise put 
in much longer hours’ at their places 
of work than those who are in service, 
especially government service. You 
are your own master; you come and 
go when you please; ytm are not at 
anyone's mercy. You are not bound 
by anyone, individual, or organisa¬ 
tion. The realisation that if, through 
neglect or inefficiency, you suffer los¬ 
ses and setbadcs, you are yourself the 
sufferer makes all the difference be¬ 
tween hard, consistent, regular work 
and an indifferent attitude. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. If one Is in government ser¬ 
vice or is working for some private 
oi^anisation, one nas fixed hours of 
work and employment and one does 
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npt have to be at the factory or the 
office most of the day (and sometimes 
even late in the evening). One's life is 
regular and schedule ot work is 
fixed—and also easy. 

2. Self-employment in business 
or enterprise generally rei]uires plen¬ 
ty of investment, but in government 
service or some private organisation 
there is no need to invest money. All 
the infrastructure is provided by the 
Government or by the owners of the 
organisation which employs persons. 
Again, one does not have to worry 
about losses and setbacks nor about 
marketing of the produced goods 
and articles. All the risks are lx>rne by 
the employer. 

3. The service sector is beneficial 
from many tither points of view. One 

ets a regular salary and other 
enetits such as security of service, 
many holidays, pension and provi¬ 
dent fund, besides free medical aid 
up to certain limits. In fact, people 
generally hanker after government 
service. Even parents of girls ot mar¬ 
riageable age look for youth in 
go\'ernment service because of the 
security it provides and the other 
benefits that accrue from it. 

Teachers for Rural Schools 

Q. 3. It is difficult to get good 
teachers remain in rural schools. 

Give three reasons for this situa¬ 
tion. 

Ans. Ever since the Government 
launched schemes to establish 
thousands of schools in rural areas to 

E romote education among the vil- 
igers, it has been finding it difficult 
to get good teachers in adequate 
number for these schools. Very often 
those who are recruited for these in¬ 
stitutions on assurances of attractive 
salaries do not remain in their posts 
for long. The result is that the mass 
literacy drive has received a setback. 
Among the reasons why it is not easy 
to get good teachers for village 
schools are the following: 

1. Even after the improvement 
in grades and allowances, the emolu¬ 
ments offered to the teachers are not 
attractive enough. No wonder goixl 
and qualified teachers prefer to serve 
in uroan areas whore the working 
conditlipns are far better in every way. 
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2. Since the educational and 
medical facilities in the rural areas are 
poor, the qualified teachers keep their 
families in urban areas and have to 
live in villages without their children. 
The teachers have to maintain tuo 
establishments, one in a city or town 
where their children can receive gotxl 
education on the desired lines and 
the other in villages where the (medi¬ 
cal, engineering courses, lor instance) 
teachers are posted. This arrange¬ 
ment also becomes necessary to en¬ 
sure timely and adequate medical 
facilities for the family in case of ill¬ 
ness. It has been found that a child or 
an elder belonging to the teacher's 
family has to be rushed to an urban 
centre for urgent medical aid because 
the village dispensary or health 
centre does not provide adequate 
medical facilities 

3. The teachers do not have good 
company in the rural areas. The vil¬ 
lages have no clubs or community 
centres, etc. So the teachers get bored 
at the rural centres where they are 
asked to work. There are no means of 
entertainment, no cinemas, theatres, 
etc. 

4 The sanitation in the rural 
areas is very poor. There are stinking 
ponds, flies and mosquitoes, dirty 
lanes, poor transport facilities, un¬ 
clean latrines. All in all, the educatex.! 
people find the conditions in¬ 
tolerable. The recent improvements 
in the living conditions have merely 
touched the fringe of the problem 
and have made no impact on well- 
educated teachers of a high calibre. 

Fixed, Not Movable 

Q. 4. Suppose all people sud¬ 
denly get fixed and are not able to 
move. Explain the consequences of 
that situation. 

Ans. If evervone suddenly gets 
fixed and is unable to move, a truly 
absurd and untenable situation 
would result. In fact some of the con¬ 
sequences would be difficult to im¬ 
agine. No physical movement of any 
kind would be possible. A person sit¬ 
ting on a chair, a woman working in 
a kitchen or eating her breakfast, a 
teacher writing a sum on the black¬ 
board, an athlete practising high 
jufnp or a tennis or cricket player 
w’ould all get virtually frozen itt his or 


her physical action. 

We would be confronted w'ith a 
stone-like -.tenario, immobility 
everywhem, with human beings vif- 
tually turned into stones or per¬ 
manent fixtures. Only birds and 
animals would be moving about; 
human activity would come toa stop. 
For all practical purposes, the world 
would ci»mc to a dead end. 

With only "statues" all around, 
life would not be worth living. 
Human beings would be alive and 
conscious but it would be life only in 
name sina' no one would be able to 
move his or her limbs, eyes, head or 
any other part of the body. Sitting in 
the same posture or lying in the .same 
position in bed, a stiident holding a 
biKik; or a hospital surgeon operating 
on a patient Iving on a table would all 
get hopelessly fixed—it would be a 
pathetic, highly dangerous* scene. 
People would die ot thirst and 
hunger because they would not be 
able to eat anything or drink water 

Everyone would merely stare at 
things and persons around him or 
her. No change of clothes would be 
possible; no visits to the bath-rtwm 
not to speak of the dining-rtxmn tor 
food. All traffic would come toa dead 
stop on the roads. Running taps in 
homes would remain open until the 
w'ater supply is finished. The KhkI 
being cooked on the gas burner 
would get burnt because no one 
would be able to get up and turn off 
the supply switch. Things in the 
kitchen and in the factory, wherever 
there is a fire burning or electricity 
on, would get burnt and reduced to 
ashes. 

The tragic situation would get 
worse with the passage of time be¬ 
cause, according to the logical se¬ 
quence, even human lips would not 
be moving; so no one would be able 
to talk with others or make any ges¬ 
ture indicate one's requirements. 
Human mouths would remain per¬ 
manently fixed in one ptwition. All 
forms of education and sporting ac¬ 
tivity w|>uld also aime to a .stop. 

It would all be a tragedy beyond 
words—^virtuiil death. 
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India’s Policy Exposition 

I N his presidential address to the 
79th ptenary session of the Indian 
National Congress at Tirupati on 
April 16, Mr Narashimha Rao gave a 
fresh call to the country, especially 
Congressmen. He called upon them 
to help strengthen the panchayati raj 
system so that decentralisation of 
power can be done to the grassroot 
level. "Suraaj along with Swaraj" is 
the call of the Tirupati plenary ses¬ 
sion, according to Mr Narasimha 
Rao. 

Emphasising the Tirupati Con¬ 
gress message, which means "good 
governance with self-government", 
Mr Rao felt that if the functioning 
mechanism of the State was frag¬ 
mented into smaller democratic 
units, the State was less likely to 
develop the power and privileges of 
a monolith. The ultimate guarantee 
for democracy was more democracy 
and more direct democracy. How¬ 
ever, direct democracy was possible 
only- when the unit was small. It 
would be necessary to strengthen the 
panchayats. The same was true in the 
case of village Congress committees 
which would have to be revitalised. 

Making a strong plea for self- 
reliancjB, hh* Rao explaine,d the con¬ 
cept of self-reliance as' not whether a 
country could have whatever it 
needed but whether it pay for 
whatever it needed. He tri^lo dispel 
the fear that his Govefronent was 
tjyiyig: to give up the vision of 
Jawa^rjti^. Nehm. in the matter of 


economic policies. 

About the public sector, he said 
remedial measures were being taken 
to make it more efficient. The 
Government was not against the 
public sector. "It is merely re-defin- 
ing the foie of the public sector. The 
public sector stands as a symbol of 
the country's self-reliance." The 
Government had invested over one 
lakh crores of rupees in the public 
sector so far, and the returns had been 
very meagre, even negative in several 
cases. The Government could no 
longer collect more money from the 
people for further investment in the 
public sector. But if there was no fur¬ 
ther investment, the country could 
not progress. 

Terrorism hits ties with Pak: 
Indo-Pakistan relations " had 
deteriorated because of Pakistan's 
continuing involvement in stoking 
terrorism in this country and pursu¬ 
ing the path of nuclear weaponry, the 
AICC resolution on international af¬ 
fairs stated. 

The resolution stressed that 
India's efforts to bring Pakistan 
round to the path of peace and 
mutually beneficial co^eration 
must, however, continue. The Con- 

f ress reposed faith in the people of 
akistan because of shared hi.story, 
culture and cherished values of 
democracy and hoped that they 
weuM contributed to the emergence 
of a new era of friendship and 
codpreration between the two 
cotitntries. 

:* I- Nudear weapons were no longer i 
necessary with the elimination of ad¬ 


versary rdadons between the major, 
powM-s. However, the powers vyno I, 
possessed them today' advocated art 
order in which such ^eApOns con¬ 
tinued to exist, btit bnly in dieir 
hands. Such discrin^adon was in¬ 
compatible with IndiA's vision of a 
nudear-weapons-free wotld order,: 
the resolution said. 

The Action Plan for a nudeaiS > 
weapons free and non-violent World 
order, which Mr Ra||v Gandhi SUb^- 
mitted to the U.N. m 1988, was 
essence of the Congress .vision 
new world order. It wasessentjal'l^^;;^ 
the new world order be based on a'f 
true democracy of nations, with nol .‘r 
pressure on anyone. The CongreM l 
noted that the changes in the world 
had called into question some b^e- 
ideas like non-alignment. India heui i 
always pursued a policy of essenSal r 
autonomy in decision making in its 
external relations and would con- 
tinuetodoso. • ' ' 

Pak pursuing N-arms 
The Congress has accused Parian - 
of abetting terrorism in India and g 
pursuing the path of nuclear*-’ 
weaponry. The Congress regretted ; 
that the new spirit in India-Pakistan'?-' 
relations, infused by the efforts pf . 
Rajiv Gandhi, had diminish^ be¬ 
cause of Pakistan's involvement ‘in 
the pix>motion of terrorism in India , 
and its nuclear arms policy. The 
resolution sought to repose faith of 
the Congress in the people of Pakis¬ 
tan "who share a wealth of history 
and culture with us and cherish the 
values of democracy". 

The Minister of State for External 
Affairs, M[r Eduardo Faleiro, said 
"The crux of the problem remains 
Pakistan's continued support to ter¬ 
rorism and subversion directed 
against Jamiaiu and Kashmir and . 
Punjab. A^t^nces conveyed by 
Pakistan4ia' thb regard remain to be 
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translated on the ground. Pakistan 
has also been attempting to inter¬ 
nationalise the Kashmir issue and in 
this effort has misrepresented and 
distorted the situation in the valley 
through false propaganda. 

Pakistani attempts to inter¬ 
nationalise the Kashmir issue are in 
total violation of its commitment 
under the Simla agreement. These ef¬ 
forts only serve to complicate the 
situation further. India would once 
again like to urge the Government of 
Pakistan to refrain from action that 
undermined the process of a bilateral 
dialogue and to join India in its ef¬ 
forts to establish good neighbourly 
relations. 

The resolution endorsed the 
decision of the Indian Government to 
establish full diplomatic relations 
with Israel as it would facilitate 
India's important role in the peace 
process. It welcomes the initiatives 
taken by the Indian Government to 
forge close bilateral relations with the 
newly independent Central Asian 
republics of the erstwhile Soviet 
Union. Itemphsised the need for con¬ 
tinuing the efforts to improve rela¬ 
tions with China and welcomed the 
substantial improvement in relations 
with Nepal since the advent of 
democracy in that country. The recent 
developments throughout the con¬ 
tinent of Asia suggested the resur¬ 
gence of an Asian spirit and identity 
which could be a vital factor in inter¬ 
national affairs. 

India’s stand on Nuclear 
Issue 

NDIA has reiterated that the only 
realistic solution to the nuclear 
proliferation Ls to have a global ap¬ 
proach to the problem—an approach 
which is universal, comprehensive 
and non-discriminatury. 

Regional arrangements, bilateral 
agreements, nuclear weapons free 
zones and other technical fixes which 
have become popular during the last 
two decades, have failed to check the 
number of nuclear weapons from 
growing qualitatively and quantita¬ 
tively, the Indian representative, Mr 
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P. Shah, told the United Nations Dis¬ 
armament Commission towards the 
end of April. Nor have they suc¬ 
ceeded in preventing an increase in 
the number of countries with divided 
control over nuclear arsenals. 

Welcoming the announcement 
by the US and Russia to cut certain 
categories of nuclear weapons, the 
spokesman urged other nuclear- 
weapons States to take matching 
positive steps. The reduction should 
be a stage in total elimination of 
nuclear weapons so necessary to es¬ 
tablish a new world order commen¬ 
surate with fresh thinking emerging 
fn)m the changing world scenario. 

It is India's conviction that fissile 
material from the decommissioned 
warheads nt“eds to be placed under 
international safeguards for use ex¬ 
clusively for peaceful purposes. 
Stressing the need to move away 
from the conceptual framework ot 
managing the arms race to removing 
the source of danger through 
elimination, the Indian spokesman 
commended the Indian Action Plan 
put forward at the 1988 special ses¬ 
sion on disarmament for elimination 
of all weapons of mass destruction in 
stages, in a systematic rational and 
practical time-frame. It aims to 
achieve in relation to nuclear 
weapons what has already been 
initiated in the field of chemical and 
biological weapons. The Plan calls 
upon all nuclear States to accept 
equal obligations without dis¬ 
crimination and provides for a stage- 
by-stage achievement of a nuclear 
weapon-free world. 

Rocket Technology 
Controversy 

HE U.S.A. has been exerting pres¬ 
sure on Russia not to supply rock¬ 
et technology to India, although the 
Russian republic is a party to a con¬ 
tract for such supply. However, 
Ihrime Minister P.V. Narasimha R*o, 
asserted in the Lpk Sabha that the 
.contract witfi'Russia for the transfer 
of rocket technology to this cwottry 
has "not been suspended nor can¬ 
celled 90 far". The UvS. had sought a 


"pause" for want of further technical 
discussions with India on the subject. 

Dr V.R. Rao, Secretary in the 
Department of Space, visited Mos¬ 
cow for discussions on this subj^ 
He disclosed that the Russians per¬ 
haps wanted to discuss the technical 
safety of the programme, the engine 
transaction and also to, be assured 
about the technical capability in this 
country. The reports received from 
the Space Sccr^ry did not refer to 
any insurmountable difficulties or 
that India might have to call off the 
contract. He hoped that the mattef 
would fructify. 

This technology did not entail 
any military application. India 
would like to continue such coopera¬ 
tion for mutual benefit. At the same 
time the alternative was to develop 
the technologies indigenously, 
though this might entail a longer 
time-frame and in some cases a 
higher cost. "Sometimes the tem¬ 
porary difficulties that we encounter 
in acquiring technologies from 
abn>ad become a boon and give the 
additional urge to develop our own." 

It is believed that India's success 
in space technology, especially in 
development of offensive missile sys¬ 
tems, may have prompted the U.S. to 
apply pressure on Russia to cancel its 
agreement with India on transfer of 
rocket technology. Russia, however, 
has declared that it will not bow to 
pressure and will fulfil its commit¬ 
ments to India. 

CMs agree on economic 
criterion 

RIME Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao called upon the Chief Mini¬ 
sters, Governors and Lt-Governors to 
evolve an economic criterion for 
rese^ation of government jobs for 
members of the poor and other 
economically backward sections of 
society not covered by any of the ex¬ 
isting schemes of reservation. The' 
economic criterion needs to be deter¬ 
mined wj^ utmost caution and care, 
taking into account all relevant fac¬ 
tors. The reservation policy, as an- 
• nounced on September 25,1991, was 









subjudice before a nine-member Con¬ 
stitution Bench of the Supreme Court 
and the hearing was at an advanced 
stage. 

One of the issues to be adjudi¬ 
cated upon by the Supreme Court re¬ 
lated to the application of an 
economic criterion to the reservation 
policy for backward classes. The 
Government had communicated to 
the court that it intended to deter¬ 
mine an economic criterion after 
evolving, if possible, a national con¬ 
sensus. 

The economic criterion should be 
determined in such a manner that the 
most deserving sections of the back¬ 
ward classes were not left out and at 
the same time, it did not leave the 
doors too wide open to enable af¬ 
fluent sections of the tai^et groups to 
grab the jobs The Rao Government 
had embarked upon a programme of 
economic reform of unprecedented 
dimensions In its eagerness for 
economic reforms and liberalisation, 
the Government had not been 
oblivious of the nec^s of the under¬ 
privileged sections of society. The 
Government is keen to ensure that 
the benefit of reservation in the ser¬ 
vices went to the poorer sections 
amongst the socially and education¬ 
ally backward classes 

Most of the States favoured Rs 
22,000 as a reasonable limit for the 
economic criterion for providing 
reservation in government jobs for 
socially and educationally weaker 
sections. Only two States, Tamil 
Nadu and Bihar, opposed the sugges¬ 
tion. The Punjab Chief Minister sug¬ 
gested that the annual income of Rs 
22,000 should be taken as a gross in¬ 
come ceiling for the purpose of 
eligibility for reservation in the case 
of socially and economically back¬ 
ward classes. 

The Haryana Chief Minister sug¬ 
gested that since the povwty fine 
with effect from April 1 this year had 
been Bxted at Rs 11,000 per family per 
annum, the ceiling in the case of so¬ 
cially and educationally backward 
classes and other economically 
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weaker sections be fixed at Rs 22^)00. 

Quota for Handicapped: Three 
per cent of civil vacancies have been 
reserved for physically handicapped 
in Group C and D civil posts under 
the Central Government, the Lok 
Sabha was informed on April 23. This 
includes one per cent each for visual- 
ly, hearing and orthopaedically 
handicapp^. The Government car¬ 
ried out a special recruitment drive in 
this regard during 1987, 1988 and 
1990. Placement of the handicapped 
persons in gainful employment is 
done through employment exchan¬ 
ges, special employment exchanges 
and special cells in normal employ¬ 
ment exchanges and vocational 
rehabilitation centres for the physi¬ 
cally handicapped 

PM denies role in Bofors 
issue 

RIME Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao asserted in the Lok Sabha on 
April 23 that he had nothing what¬ 
soever to do with the note handed 
over by the former External Affairs 
Minister, Mr Madhavsinh Solanki, to 
his Swiss counterpart, Mr Rene Fel- 
ber. "1 neither had knowledge of the 
note nor did 1 authonse its handing 
over to the Swiss Foreign Minister", 
he added. 

The opposition had stalled the 
proceedings of the House for several 
hours by chaiging the Government 
with complicity in the newspaper 
report which referred to a sequence 
of events that allegedly took place 
""during Mr Solanki's visit to Switzer¬ 
land in February. "I wish to make it 
clear that there has been no com¬ 
munication from the Swiss Govern¬ 
ment making any reference to any 
note. The reference in the newspaper 
report to a communication from 
Switzerland to the CBI dated March 
23 is in fact a reference to a message 
from CBI's lawyer in Switzerland. 
CBI promptly replied to Mr Bonnant 
on March 26 and denied any 
knowledge of the alleged memoran¬ 
dum. CBI reiterated that the Swiss 
authorities should pursue the in¬ 
quiries without taking cognisance of 


the said memorandum. It will, there¬ 
fore, be seen diat the letter of March 
23 was from counsd to dient and the 
client had promptly radiated the 
alleged memorandum." 

According to the CPI leader, Mr 
Indrajit Gupta, it was puzzling that 
the Government, which claimed to 
pursue the Bofors investigation case 
with diligence, had failed so to 
establish the identity of the lawyer 
who had handed over tlie cruciid 
note to Mr Solanki shortly befem his 
meeting with the Swiss Foreign Min¬ 
ister. The lawyer could not have dis¬ 
appeared into the thin air. Such 
instances continued to raise clouds of 
suspidon over the Government's sin¬ 
cerity in unravelling the mystery. 

Leader of the Of^xisition, L.K. 
Advani, felt there was a lobby within 
the Congress which wanted to abort 
the investigation in the Bofors issue 
and what Mr Solanki did was in fur¬ 
therance of this lobby's intentions. 
Unless the government came cl«lr on 
all aspects of the Solanki episexie, 
people would remain dissatisfled, he 
.stated. 

Left plan for Joint struggle 

HE Le^t parties intend to play a 
consistent role by consolidating 
their unity further to resist what they 
cal! the "twin dangers of com- 
munahsm and economic policies 
being pursued by the Centre". The 
resolutions adopted by the I5lh CPI 
congress, which concluded at 
Hyderabad in April, fully endorsed 
the view of the 14th CI^ congress on 
issues like communalism, econonuc 
poliacs and broader Left unity. 

The CPI has reaffirmed its posi¬ 
tion, saying the Left parties in the 
country have been real champions of 
the peasantry, working class and the 
down-trodden. The CPI also 
favoured a positive attitude to 
Naxalite groups who are ready to 
cooperate with the Left mainstream, 
while continuing to oppose their 
ideological political positions. 

The CPM General Secretary has 
claimed that the building of Left 
uniiy has made steady progress in 
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the past one decade which needs to 
be enhanced by more independent 
projection of Left policies and alter¬ 
natives and more joint campaign and 
struggles. The position taken by the 
CPI is "a welcome sign towards 
, achieving the desired objective in the 
area of Left unity". 

For the first time since its forma¬ 
tion in 1968, theCIT (M-L) Liberation 
Group, which has so long been 
functioning as an underground party, 
held a public meeting in Calcutta on 
April 23. The objective of the meeting 
was to unite the people against the 
"right reactionary policies" of the 
Congress and the BJP on the one 
hand and the deviations of the CPM 
from Marxism on the other. 

The day witnessed again the 
division within the ranks of the 
Naxalites. While the CPI (M-L) 
Liberation Group htld its rally at one 
place, the CPI (M-L) People's War 
Group, the Maoist Communist 
Centre and the CPI (M-L) Party lenity 
group held another rally on an ad¬ 
jacent Maidan under the banner of 
the All-India People's Resistance 
Forum (AlPRF). 

Cali for environment tax 

U N.-sponsored international 
conference on environment and 
development concluded in Tokyo in 
the third week of April, calling for 
introduction of an environment tax to 
raise funds for projects to protect 
global environment. The conference 
also suggested reductions in military 
spending and abolition of tax 
privileges in order to help raise funds 
for environment. 

However, the Japanese Finance 
Miinister indicated that more study 
was necessary to collect scientific 
data in order to attain a national con¬ 
sensus in Japan in favour of an en¬ 
vironment tax. 

The conference was attended by 
some 30 eminent persons from 
around the world and presided over 
by the former Japanese Prime Mini¬ 
ster, MrNoboru Takeshita/ an adviser 
to the Earth ^mmit to be held in 
Brazil in jlt^e. 


The Tokyo conference laid down 
three basic environmental ethics— 
harmonisation of human activities 
with the order of nature that governs 
the eco-system, strengthening of col¬ 
laboration between human beings 
and their environment, and sharing 
of the environmental space by all na¬ 
tions. 

Mr Takeshita felt he was con¬ 
vinced Japan would hdve to take up 
environmental leadership of the 
world since other powers were busy 
with less important political issues, 
adding it would make his country an 
environmentally oriented nation. 

As for finances for the save en¬ 
vironment projects—the key issue 
before the ^rth Summit in June at 
Rio De Janeiro—the Tokyo con¬ 
ference statement said the UN es¬ 
timate of $ 125 billion in aid to 
developing countries in the coming 
decades to cope with the environ¬ 
mental problems was a small sum 
compared to defence spending. 
Poverty and trade issues were caus¬ 
ing envirorunental destruction. 

Pak army aiding J-K 
miiitants 

NION Home Minister S.B. 
Chavan has accused Pakistan of 
aiding and abetting subversive and 
terrorist activities in Kashmir and has 
contended that "even the Pakistani 
army is involved in training some of 
our misguided youth at camps set up 
in the Pak-occupied Kashmir (PoK)". 
India wants friendly relations with 
Pakistan and "we have no territorial 
designs on our neighbouring 
countries". But Pakistan's involve¬ 
ment in subversion and militancy in 
Kashmir has created problems for us 
and adversely affected the pace of 
development of the national 
mainstream. 

Mr Chavan urged Kashmiri 
youth to see through me ugly desigra 
of Pakistan and desist from faUing. 
prey to their machiiuitions. Thosd 
who are misguiding them and driv¬ 
ing them to the 1 path, of militanopi 
were their real enemies'as this pUdt 
would only lead to disaster. 


The Union Home Minister as¬ 
sured that Article370 of the Constitu¬ 
tion guaranteeing special status to 
the people of J and K would be 
retained. "It is a Constitutional com¬ 
mitment to the people of the State 
and we will continue to honour it", 
Mr Chavan said. *1116 (Sovemment 
was keen to start the political process 
in J and K so that it could lead to the 
seMng up of a popular government 
in the State. Mr Chavan paid tributes 
to the people of Rijouri for maintain¬ 
ing communal harmony in the border 
district despite provocations by the 
anti-national and anti-social ele¬ 
ments ftom time to time. 

The Governor, Mr Girish 
Chander Saxena, reiterated the 
Government's commitment to 
uphold democratic values and 
human rights in the State as part of 
civilised society. Despite provoca¬ 
tions by foreign-aided and abetted 
militants, security forces have been 
observing great restraint in the Valley 
and avoiding use of force as far as 
possible. 

Electoral Reforms on the 
Anvil 

HE Government has undertaken 
an in-depth study of wide-rang¬ 
ing electoral reforms proposed by the 
Election Commission, which include 
the suggestion to make booth captur¬ 
ing a cognisable offence, reduction of 
campaign period from 20 to 14 days, 
annual auditing of political party 
funds and disqualification of can¬ 
didates found violating the model 
code of conduct. 

The Government will be holding 
a meeting with leaders of political 
parties in Parliament before finalis¬ 
ing its decision on the reconunenda- 
tions of the Election Commission. In 
a Hd to curtail frivdous candidature,^ 
the Gommtesion has suggested in¬ 
crease in the security de^it for all 
candidates and a minimum of 10 
proposers for every candidate drawn 
ftom diffe^t pofflng areas. One of 
‘ theimpm'tantreoonunendalionsisaa 
' am^dment to Section 29-A df the 
Representation dF People Act, 1951, 
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delating to registration of political 
parties. \ 

The Commission wants^a special 
provision fot de-registration of a 
political party for violating its oath 
on the Constituion and its secular 
character. It has, however, suggested 
that the power to de-register a party 
should vest wiA d\c High Courts. 
The Conunission has suggested that 
the campaign period be reduced from 
20 to 14 days in a bid to bring down 
election expenses and the ad- 
mimstrativc costs of maintenance of 
law and order. 

I 

To counter booth capturing, the 
Commission has suggested that top- 
rank political leaders who harbour 
proclaimed offenders and were seen 
openly in their company should be 
preceded with under the law. The 
Election Commission should also be 
empowered to countermand an elec¬ 
tion due to booth capturing even 
otherwise than on the report of the 
returning officer. The Commission 
has suggested that every registered 
political party should publish its ac¬ 
counts annually and%iese should be 
audited by specified agencies. 

Non-maintenance of the true ac¬ 
count of election expenses or not 
filing of Its true copy within the 
prescribed time and maimer should 
be punishable with imprisonment 
and fine; on conviction the candidate 
should be disqualified for a period of 
six years. 

To give statutory teeth to the 
model code of conduct, the Commis¬ 
sion has suggested that its violation 
should result in the election of the 
candidate in whose favour or with 
whose consent or connivance, the 
violation was caused, being declared 
void and that the candidate should be 
disqualified for a period of six years. 
The Commission has also suggested 
a' series of measures to strengthen 
and make its functioning more inde¬ 
pendent of die Ck>vernma\t. 

The Commission has suggested 
issue of multi-purpose idmtity cards 
to all Indian citizens. 


I U.S, Offensive against 
India 

1 NEMA has lodged'a strong protest 
against the Bush Administration's 
action in suspending duty-free treat¬ 
ment on the export of its phar¬ 
maceuticals and chemicals in 
retaliation for New Delhi's alleged 
failure to protect US intellectual 
property rights President George 
Bush issued the proclamation to this 
effect on April 29. Indian Ambas¬ 
sador Abid Hussain called on US 
Trade Representative Carla Hills to 
put on record his Government's dis¬ 
appointment at the American trade 
sanction. The action was "unjust and 
untimely". 

Earlier, the U.S. indentified India 
for the second year m succession, 
along with Thailand and Taiwan, 
under its trade law provision "Spe¬ 
cial 301" as a trading partner that 
denied market access and protection 
for US intellectual property rights, 
such as patents, trade marks and 
copyright. 

In the Lok Sabha members sug¬ 
gested that the House should pass a 
unanimous resolution taking excep¬ 
tion to the arm-twisting methods of 
the USA. Cutting across party Imes, 
the M.P.S decried the US action and 
demanded cancellation of the 
proposed pint naval exercises with 
the USA and convening of a meeting 
of NAM of countries of the South to 
take a united stand and tell 
Washington to stop its dominating 
attitude. India is determined not to 
yield to any pressure. 

In the Rajya Sabha some mem¬ 
bers cautioned that the proposed U.S. 
step would be a severe economic 
blow to India. U.S. bullying tactics 
were becoming bolder every day. 

The most telling impact of the 
U.S. move would on chemicals 
and pharmaceuticals, India's best ex¬ 
port item. Obviously the action has 
Ipen taken under the piessure of the 
Pharmaceutical Manuhicturers As¬ 
sociation of the USA whose members^ 
hwe been clamouring that they are* 
Idling $ 400 million in revenue every 
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year because of inadequate patent" 
protection. " 

The Government of India intends , 
to take firm action against the USA in 
this matter. Some M.P.s feel that the 
rxiuntiy is faced with a serious crisis 
as a Super Power had sought to make 
an unsdiashed assault on its exports, ^ 
indeed on its "economic 
sovereignty". The crisis gave India an 
opportunity to pass the litmus test 
that it was a non-aligned nation and 
not a "vassal State of the U.S.A.", one 
' M P. contended. 

Pak Pressure on ULFA 

A fter J & K and Punjab it is now 
Assam that has become a victiQ(i 
of interference by Pakistan. Union 
Home Minister S.B. Chavan revealed 
on April 29 that his ministry had * 
definite information that PakiStaii's ^ 
Inter-Services IntelligeiKe (ISO waii 
pressurising the ULFA leaders hiding 
in Bangladesh not to enter into a 
tlement with the Centre. , 

Pakistan and Bangladesh have^ 
been encouraging extremist activities 
in Assam. The Indian Government 
had told Bangladesh and Pakistan 
governments that interference in 
India's internal affairs would not be 
tolerated. 

However, he ruled out the pos¬ 
sibility of taking up the matter witjr 
the U.N., stating it should be dealt 
with at the bilateral level. This issue 
was discussed by the Prime Ministers 
of India and Bangladesh and the two 
had agreed on the need to stop these 
activities. However, this was not 
reflected at the ground level. 

The Army had been deployed in 
a big way in Assam but "Operation 
Bajrang" and "Operation Rhino" 
were suspended when negotiations 
with the ULFA leaders were under¬ 
way. Unfortunately the Army opera¬ 
tions had to be resumed when talks 
broke down. A flnal settlement is still 
not in sight. According to the Home 
Minister, at least 75 per cent of ULFA 
activists had either surrendered or 
had been captured but the militant 
section continues to elude the 
security forces. Complete peace in the 
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I legictti will not be possible till this 
‘Section surrenders. Negotiations 
with ULFA are still on. 

Constitution Blils adopted 

T he Constitution (71st amend¬ 
ment) Bill to facilitate fresh 
delimitation of constituencies was 
adopted by the Rajya Sabha on April 
29 after the Government's declara¬ 
tion that it had accepted the long- 
. standing demand for rotation of seats 
reserved for Scheduled Castes. 

The House also adopted the Con¬ 
stitution (76th Amendment) Bill seek¬ 
ing to include Assembly members of 
the Union Territories of Delhi and 
Pondicherry in the electoral college 
for the election of the President. Both 
the Bills received support from all 
sections of the House and were 
passed unanimously. 

Repl)ring to the brief debate on 
the 71st Amendment Bill, the Law 
Minister assured the members that a 
Delimitation Commission would be 
set up soon. It would be headed by a 
sitting CHT a former Supreme Court 
Judge. The other members would be 
coopted by Parliament and Legisla¬ 
tive Assemblies. 

The Government had accepted 
the recommendation of the Commit¬ 
tee that went into electoral reforms 
about a fresh delimitation of the Lok 
Sabha and Assembly constituencies 
on the basis of the 1981 census. 

The committee had also recom¬ 
mended that the seats reserved for 
Scheduled Castes be rotated on the 
basis of their population in the con¬ 
stituencies. This recommendation 
had also been accepted by the 
Government. The constituencies 
reserved for the Scheduled Tribes, 
however, would not be rotated. The 
number of reserved seats for the 
Scheduled Castes, too, would remain 
the same. Any increase in this could 
be considefed only after 2000 A.D. 

New Tax Concessions 

itiHE tax concessions withdrawn by 
X the Union FinanceMinister in the 
1992-93 budget were partially res¬ 
tored on April 30. Dr Manmohan 
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Singh aimounced several direct and concesskms under Secticm 80-L, 80*> 
indirect tax concessions, including CCA and 80-CCBdf the Income Tax 
restoration of Section 80-L with a Act. While he proposed to restore 
monetary ceiling of Rs 7,000; a rise of Section OO-L he has taught down the 
Rs 10,(XX) in investment ceiling under monetary ceiling from the earlier Rs 
Section 88, further expansion of the 13,000 (including Rs 3/KX) exdusive- 
simpliiied procedure for taxation to ly from UTI) to 7JOOO. 

cover small shopkeepers in vomtions y^e Finance Minister justified 

andaSOperceirtreductionmthenew the reduction in the monetary ceiling 
rate of import duty on gold. on the ground that he had raised the 

Moving the Finance Bill, 1992, in income tax exemption limit by Rs 
the Lok Sabha, Dr Singh said the 6/XX). 

changes he proposed in dirwt and ^is budget ^>eech, he had an- 

induect taxes would result in a net nounced withdrawal of deductions 
revenue loss of Rs 602 crore. Of this, y^der Section 80-CCA in respect of 
the loss to the Centre would be to the National Savings Scheme and under 
time of Rs 331 crore and to the States, SecHon 80CCB in respect of Equity 

Rs 271 crore. The revenue loss to the Linked Savings Scheme. Without 
Centre includes the import duty restoring the two Sections, the 
reliefs totalling Rs 245 crore, an- Finance Minister proposed enlarge- 

nounced on March 26. ment of the ceiling on investment 

On February 29 Dr Singh had an- level by Rs 10,000 to Rs 60,000 

nounced withdrawal of income tax under Swtion 88. 
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TO POVERTY ♦ KOIRALA: COMMUNIST. 
SAVE EARTH ♦ 

Rebels seize power in 
Afghanistan 

M ujahideen rebels have seized 
power in Afghanistan, the new 
President (provisional) being Prof 
Sibghatullah Mojadidi. He formed an 
interim Governing council. Former 
President Najibullah and others have 
been granted amnesty. Pakistan, 
bvdia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and some 
other countries have already recog¬ 
nised the new rulers in Kabul. 

Radical fundamentalist leader 
Hekmatyar is not in a positicmtopose 
a serious threat to A%hanistan's new 
Islamic transitional Government, in¬ 
terim President Mojadidi dedared on 
Mayl. 

Gunfire and sheUing were heard 
in the dty as Mojadidi ^ke. He in¬ 
tended to pursue the question of par- 
tidpation by- ‘ Hekmatymr's 
He^i-Islami facHon in tibe inteibn 


DISRUPTING PEACE ♦ DECLARATION TO 


Council. The heavy fighting in Kabul 
between rival guerrillas was blamed 
on back of disdpline. 

Mr Mojadidi is to govern for two 
months, then hand over power for 
four months to Mr Burhanuddi Rab- 
bani, political leader of Masood's 
Jamiat-e-Islami party. A coundl is 
then t6 choose an interim govern¬ 
ment to oversee elections, expected 
within two years. 

Islamic Govb Afghanistan's 
new Government has begun to flex its 
Islamic musdes and is talking tough 
about hittihg back at anned opposi¬ 
tion from dissident rebels. The 
strongly-Islamic Mujahideen 
Government plans to turn the 
country back towards traditional 
Muslim values and to introduce strict 
Islamic laws. 

Presid^t Mojadidi cbirified flut 
women govertunent workers, hmg 
used to wearing make-up and 


western diess in public, should 
switch to form-'concealfng 
trousers, htfdc and headscnu. 
should come to wm'lk in Islarnk 
dre^', hesaid. 

India lecogniaes Afghan Govt: 
India officially acknowledged on 
30 the Mujahideen Council as 
the interim govenunent of A^hanis- 
tan. India looks forward to a am- 
tinuous, constructive and fruitful 
dialogue with the new authorities in 
Kabul. The Indian ambassador in 
Kabul had been received by Presi¬ 
dent, Mojadidi and India saw the 
prospects of peace and restoration of 
normalcy in Afghanistan. He ex¬ 
pressed Ae hope that the authorities^ 
in Kabul would reflect the aspirations 
of the different segments of the Af¬ 
ghan society and (pinion. 

"We have always stood for a 
sovereign, independent, non-aligned 
and united Afghanistan, and remain 
firm in this commitment', Mr Eduar¬ 
do Faleiro, Indian Minister of State 
said. Meanwhile, the acting ambas¬ 
sador of Afghanistan in India, Mr 
Ziauddi Nassery, sought India's help 
in the rehabilitation and reconstruc¬ 
tion of his country. Mr Nassery said 
1.5 million Afghans had lost their 
lives, 2.5 million injured or hand¬ 
icapped while five million had 
sought refuge in other countries. 

The new ruling Council had 
declared a cease-fire and amnesty but 
a few rebels were refusing to accept 
the new government. 

It is felt that India should help the 
UN in tis activities in Afghanistan 
and strengthen the UN Secretaty- 
General's efforts for peace in that 
country. India regards Dr Najibullah, 
fonner President of Afghanistan, as a 
friend and is willing to give him 
political asyliun. Union Home Mini¬ 
ster S.B. Chavan stated. The assess¬ 
ment in NorUi Block is diat he would 
not like to be seen fleeing horn his 
own country and would seek an 
honouraUe exit. This process coukl 
take some time in view of tite tur- 
buleid situation in A^hanistan. The 
hunily members of [hr Na^bullah are 
already in New DeUii. 


India is int^pested in ensuring 
that no harm befalls Dr Najibullah. It 
has requested the UJ^J. to use its good 
offices for this purpose. This move 
has beeh made in ffie context of the 
recent visit to India (and later to 
Pakistan) by the UN Secretary- 
General, Mr Boutros Ghali. There are 
apparently fears about the safetly of 
Dr Najibullah in the new dispensa¬ 
tion in Kabul. 

The visit of the Pakistan Prime 
Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif, to Kabul 
on the heels of those who had cap¬ 
tured power fliere spoke eloquently 
of Pakistan's interest in boosting fun¬ 
damentalist forces to the detriment of 
the moderate elements. 

Russian Federation 
Formed 

A t long last, the Russian parb'a- 
ment confirmed the plan to con¬ 
stitute a federation through a treaty. 
The treaty gives wide autonomy to 
constituent republics to prevent a 
Soviet-style break-up. The treaty, 
defining the powers of the federal 
government and the constituent 
republics, has been signed by 18 of 
the 20 autonomous republics within 
Russia. President Boris Yeltsin said 
the treaty was a guarantee against 
Russia going the Soviet Union way. It 
would probably keep Russia united 
and strong and prevent disintegra¬ 
tion. Discussions were on with 
Tatarstan and Chechen republics and 
Mr Yeltsin was hopeful they would 
sign the treaty. Both the republics are 
demanding separate bilateral treafies 
with Russia to define their status and 
the powers they would enjoy. The 
treaty was approved by 848 votes to 
10 with 40 atetentions. 

Mr Yeltsin eariier rejected his 
opponents' call to step down as 
l4ime Minister and app^ed to the 
full Russian paiiiamatt to allow him 
to hold the ]X>st fmr at least another 
three months. In a highly conciliatory 
speech, Mr Yeltsin told ffie Congress 
of Petrie's Deputies he was not 
seeking further powem but needed to 
combine the posts tp ensure that the 
A^rms were irreversible and there 


was no return to the Systran. 

His intervention came after a emm 
missitm of the congress suggested a 
drafl resolution sed^g effectively to 
forbid him from holding the two 
posts and to strip him of powem to 
appoint ministers without parliat- 
ment's approval. Rejecting the draft, 
Mr Yeltsin said the demand that he 
submit proposak within a month on 
restructuring the ministry was not 
reasonable. He needed time at least 
till Octeber 1 to do so. 

Senring that the alignment of for¬ 
ces in the congress was such that ha 
could not win, Mr Yeltsin adopted a 
conciliatory tone and told the House 
that he was not making any ul¬ 
timatum-like statement. B^ he and 
the deputies had been dected by Art 
people and "we must work as 
friends". Mr Yeltsin was granted 
emeigency powers by the prevtous 
session of the congress. These induda 
powers to rule by decree and appmnt 
ministers without piarliament's ap¬ 
proval. 

Limited presidency: The full- 
scale Russian parliament voted on 
April 18 for a new Russian constitu¬ 
tion, restraining the President from' 
dissolving the House. It approved a 
text providing for a presidency which 
its author says would be akin to the 
U.S. model but threw out drafts 
which would have increased 
presidential powers. 

The congress approved by 664 
votes—29 more than the two-ffiirds 
required—the first point <rf a resolu¬ 
tion which "adopts the ovraall con¬ 
ception of constitutional reform and 
the principles of the constitutional 
draft approved by the Russian parlia- 
menP', the Supreme Soviet. 

The draft is known as the 
"Rumiantsev draft" after its main 
author, Mr Oleg Rumiantsev, who 
headed a parliamentary committee 
for the purpose during the past 18 
months. It has 140 Articles and 24 
chapters and has already been 
amended once by the Supreme 
Soviet. The draft for a presidential 
system,^,j[nore akin to the US model 
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than a parliamentary regime. The 
first article entitled "Tlte Sovereignty 
of the State" stipulated that Russia is 
a sovereign, democratic, social and 
federal State based on the rule of law. 

Sanctions Against Libya 

T he U.N.-mandated sanctions 
against Libya went into effect on 
April 15, cutting off Tripoli's air links 
with the rest of the world. A last- 
minute bid by non-aligned nations 
and the Arab League to get the sanc¬ 
tions postponed failed as they gave 
up in the face of stiff resistance by the 
sponsors, the USA, Britain and 
France. 

The sanctions also put an arms 
embargo and asked States to cut 
down on Libyan diplomabc staff. But 
the 15-member Security Council did 
not impose an oil embargo. Oil forms 
the major part of Libya's trade. 
Tripoli's main West European im¬ 
porters, Germany, Italy and Spain, 
said they could not immediately 
change their suppliers. Some 
European countries depend heavily 
on Libyan oil. The Arab nations 
moved to set up alternative land 
travel routes for Libyans wishing to 
travel which, according to western 
diplomats, violated the spirit but not 
the letter of the sanctions. 

The sanctions were imposed for 
Libya's refusal to hand over to the 
USA or Bntain for trial two of its na¬ 
tionals suspected of involvement in 
the blowing up of a Pan Am plane in 
Decerfiber, 1988, killing 271 persons. 

The international sanctions 
against Libya mark another mile¬ 
stone in the U.N. effort to go beyond 
words and take strong action to bring 
wayward States into line. But the 
world community has not been 
united in tackling Libya, and the 
sanctions may have little more than 
symbolic effect 

Getting tough with Libya 
through the Security Council was 
possible because of the new world 
order that took shape after the Cold 
War. The Council was paralysed for 
decades by vetoes of the Soviet Union 
or United States. Tou^h action 
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against Libya would have been im- 
thinkable just few years ago, when 
the Soviet Union was a big friend of 
Libya and would have blocked any 
such penalties. 

The penalties are far less sweep¬ 
ing than the sanctions imposed 
against Iraq after its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. All trade,'e>a:ept in 
food and emergency supplies, was 
banned and Iraq was required to 
neutralise its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Some military experts think an 
arms embargo will not hurt Libya for 
some considerable time, mainly be¬ 
cause the Libyans are one of the more 
overarmed countnes in West Asia. 
The biggest supporters of sanctions 
against Libya are the United States 
and Britain. 

Bid to Resolve U.S.-Libya 
Tangle: The United States, maintain¬ 
ing that it wants to resolve the con¬ 
flict with Libya, has indicated that the 
two Libyans suspected in the Locker¬ 
bie bombing would receive due 
process under US law if handed over 
for trial. The concerned Libyan 
lawyer has stated that his clients 
would be prepared to stand trial m a 
foreign country, including Scotland 
or the US, if they could be guaranteed 
fair trials. 

In an indication that Washington 
would like the current impasse to be 
brought to and end, the State Depart¬ 
ment disclosed that we would like to 
resolve this situation and we would 
welcome sErious steps on the part of 
Libya. 

Meanwhile, the PLO leader, Mr 
Yasser Arafat, in a show of solidarity 
with the Libyan leader. Col Muam- 
mar Gaddafi, in defying the West 
over the Lockerbie affair, declared: "I 
must stand beside Libya and my 
brother Gaddafi", Mr Arafat told 
reporters on his arrival from Tunisia. 
He urged Arabs to help Libya over¬ 
come United Nations sanctions im¬ 
posed on Tripoli. Meanwhile, in 
Libya U.N. san^jpre were felt as little 
linore than an inconvenience, thoiqjh 
the Government continued to lamr ' 


--- 

bast die 'The crusaders dunk 
they can humiliate these pe<^le, the 
Libyan people, but they are 
mistaken", an unidentified Mushm 
preacher said. 

Plea to cut defence > 
budgets 

HE International Monetary Fund, 
in its updated World Economic 
Outlook, has renewed its plea for 
reducdon in military expenditure in 
order to increase resources for 
development ancf raise living stand¬ 
ards. It says: "In the context of ad¬ 
justment programmes, military 
expenditure can have an important 
bearing on public finances as well as 
on the balance of payments." 

A number of studies have shown 
that in countries in which military 
expenditures are high, compared to 
the level of income, such outlays have 
often proved resistant to spending 
custs, which may have increased 
their share further in the overall 
budget. However, for countries un¬ 
dertaking adjustment, the share of 
military expenditure in total govern¬ 
ment spending fell slightly during 
the eighties. 

At an average of 4.5 per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), ex¬ 
penditures were nevertheless exces¬ 
sive in much of the developing 
world. In certain countries military 
outlays account for as much as 15 per 
cent of GDP, which has contributed to 
unsustainable budget deficits and ex¬ 
ternal debt servicing difficulties. 

It is obvious that by reallocating 
savings from reduced military 
spending to infrastructure invest¬ 
ment and the formation of human 
capital, or by using such savings to 
reduce budget deficits, many 
countries would be able to increase 
capital foundation, raise growth of 
poteAtial output and improve living 
Standards. 

Aid Not linked to poverty 

NDIA, with 34 per cent of the 
world's absolute poor, receives 
only 3.5 per cent of total Offidal 
Development Assistance (ODA) 






fipm the aid agencies, which is unre¬ 
lated to the level of poverty, accord¬ 
ing to the Human Development 
R(^rt 1992. The report, published 
for the U.N. Development 
Programme (UNDP) and released in 
London on April 24, said the gap be¬ 
tween rich and poor nations has 
grown at an alarming rate over the 
last 30 years. 

Several decades of development 
assistance have not narrowed the 
gap, partially because aid has not 
been adequately directed to the 
poorest of the poor nor to basic 
human development concerns. South 
Asia receives $ 5 per person while aid 
receiving countries in West Asia, with 
more than three times South Asia's 
per capita income, receives $ 55 per 
person. The 10 countries that 
together have more than 70 per cent 
of the world's poorest people receive 
only a quarter of global aid. The 
countries that get the most aid are 
often those using their resources un¬ 
wisely. High military spenders get 
roughly twice as much aid per capita 
as moderate spenders,‘•and over 25 
per cent more than low military 
spenders. 

Unfortunately, aid is not allo¬ 
cated to what should be human 
priority concerns. Basic education, 
primary health care, safe drinking 
water and nutrition programmes get 
only 10 per cent of multilateral ODA 
and 6.5 per cent of bilateral ODA. 
Since the prospects for a major in¬ 
crease in the total volvtme of ODA are 
rather dun, every opportunity must 
be seized to improve thte quality of 
foreign assistance, according to the 
report. 

The income disparities within 
countries are considerable. The worst 
national disparity is in Brazil—26 
times between the richest 20 per cent 
of the people and the podrest 20 per 
cent according to their per capita in¬ 
come. But the international disparity^ 
is far greater today; it is at least 150 
times, having doubled over the past 
SOyegrs. 

India has'^4B per cent of the total 


I population below the poverty line. In 
rural areas 51 per cent of the people 
ate below the poverty line. With a 
vast middle class, it has a compara¬ 
tively lower level of disparity. The 
ratio of highest 20 per cent to lowest 
20 per cent is five. But the GNP per 
capita in India is much less at $ 340. 
The lowest 40 per cent of households 
per capita GNP in India is $ 120. The 
income share of lowest 40 per cent of 
households in India is 20.4 per ceht. 

Global disparities in indicators of 
basic human survival like primary 
education, life expectancy, infant and 
child mortality, have narrowed con¬ 
siderably during the past three 
decades. But disparities in technol¬ 
ogy and information systems have 
tended to widen. 

Koirala: Communists 
disrupting peace 

T he Nepalese Prime Minister, Dr 
Girija Prasad Koirala, has 
charged communists and leftists with 
disturbing the peaceful atmosphere 
in the country, as the main com¬ 
munist opposition demanded the 
resignation of the Home Minister for 
excesses on the "Nepal bandh" day 
in April. 

Addressing a gathering of 
diplomats and intellectuals in Kath¬ 
mandu, he said the ideals of 
democracy and socialism continued 
to be the guiding principles of the 
policies and programmes of the 
ruling Nepali Congress. 

Some elements in Nepal are un¬ 
easy with this peaceful, tolerant and 
democratic ideals of the Govemtnent, 
Dr Koirala added, referring to com¬ 
munists and leftists. 

The Prime Minister claimed that 
the record of the Government's one 
year in power was an "open book". 
The challenges before it are enor¬ 
mous, but the Government will not 
waver from its commitment to 
promote social and economic • 
progress in greater freedom. "Our 
focus remains on reaching' the fruits 
of freedom and development to the ’ 
podstst" ' " ' ’ 

TUeanwhile, the United Com- 
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muniat Party of Nepal (Marxisb- 
Leninist)—the main opposition in 
parliament—announced it would 
launch an agitation over its 11-point 
charter of demands which includes 
resignation of the Home Minister. 

Declaration to save earth 

T here is near agreement on the 
issue of transferring technology 
in the build-up to the Rio conference 
on envitxmment and development. 
This will form part of "Agenda 21" 
programme titl^ with the next cen¬ 
tury in mind. 

The Kuala Lumpur declaration 
outlining a common stand on ways to 
save the earth from global pollution 
and degradation to be discussed at 
the ]une earth summit in Brazil was 
adopted by Ministers of developed 
countries on April 28. The declaration 
calls for a new global partnership 
taking into account the n^lect w 
rich countries of the North of growm 
and development in the developing 
countries of the South. 

The Ministers stressed that in this 
new global partnership, develop¬ 
ment should be stressed in the inter¬ 
national agenda and a supportive 
international environment created to 
facilitate the achievement of this ob¬ 
jective. The US proposed in Sin¬ 
gapore recently the establishment of 
an Asian partnership programme for 
funding ^e education of personnel 
from the South, technical co-opera¬ 
tion and conservation and bioic^cal 
preservation. Mr Ryan of US dis¬ 
counted fears that this oiuld amount 
to the US using environment as a 
vehicle for exporting its technologies 
many of which were wasteful and in¬ 
appropriate to developing countries. 

As for the Malaysian Prime 
Minister's call at .the developing 
countries' ministerial conference on 
environment and development for all 
countries to green 30 per cent of their 
land surface, the U.S. thinks it is good 
only as a general objective ra ther than 
as a specific mechanism. The U.S. 
sphesmtanwas not sure how the fig¬ 
ure of 30 per cent had been arrived at 
and wheth^ it,would compensate for 
carikm-dioxide emissions globally. 
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THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. What was the growth rale of 
deposits in the Indian banking sys¬ 
tem in calendar year 1991? 

Ans. 18.7 per cent. It was 14.1 
per cent in'1990. The aggregate 
deposits of all scheduled banks, as 
on the last Friday of December 1991 
stood at R.S 2,19,542 crore. 

Q. Who is the director of multi¬ 
million dollar film Buddha? 

Ans. Mira Nair. Her earlier 
films are Salaam Bombay and Missis¬ 
sippi Masa/fi. 

Q. India recently became the 
113lh country to sign the convention 
of the Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA). What is 
MIGA? 

Ans. MIGA is the affiliate of the 
world bank group. It was established 
in 1988 with the primary objective of 
encouraging the flow of foreign in¬ 
vestment into developing member 
countries. 

The agency provides insurance 
to foreign investors against political 
risks (currency transfer, expropria¬ 
tion, war and civil disturbance and 
breach of contract). It also assists 
member countries in increasing the 
attractiveness of their investment 
climate by offering promotional and 
advisory services to governments. 

Q. What was the total direct tax 
collection during the financial year 
1991-92? 

Ans. 14,674 crore. This is an in¬ 
crease of 39 per cent over the preced¬ 
ing year. 

Q. As per the latest reports 
which country has the world's 
largest foreign exchange reserves? 

Ans. Taiwan—over $ 80 billion. 
India is the only, niajor developing 
country to exp^eiice loss of foreign 
exchange reserves during last two' 
years. _ • 

Q.' What was tHe annual rate of 
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inflation for 1991-92, based on 
monthly averages of wholesale price 
index (base 1981-82=100)? 

Ans. 13.6 per cent. In 1990-91 
the rale was 10.3 per cent. 

Q. Where is the seventh Export 
Processing Zone (EPZ) of India com¬ 
ing up? 

Ans. Visakhapatnam. The six 
other EPZs are located at Kandla, 
Santa Cruz (Bombay), NOIDA, 
Madras, Falta (near Calcutta) and 
Cochin. 

The EPZIs are eslabli.shed to pro¬ 
vide an internationally competitive 
and duty-free environment for ex¬ 
port production at low costs. 

Q. What are the highlights of 
the Human Development Index cal¬ 
culated by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP)? 

Ans. India ranks very low at 
121st position just below Pakistan 
among 160 countries in human 
development index. 

Sri Lanka finds itself among the 
countries with medium human 
development and ranks 76th above 
China which is at 79th. 

The index is based on several 
factors including life expectancy, 
adult literacy, years of schooling, per 
capita GDP, access to services and 
crimes rate. 

Among the top five are Canada, 
Japan, Norway, Switzerland and 
Sweden in that order. The United 
States ranks sixth followed by 
Australia, France, Netherland and 
Britain. 

On the other end of the scale are 
Niger at 1S6 followed by Burkina 
Faso, Af^anistan, Sieira Leone and 
Guinea. . 

Q. Nime the fihns fvoduced by 
Satyapt Rayfi 

Ana. Pa%er"PanchaJi; 
jito; Pamiari jalsaghar; ^piur 


Sansar; Devi; Teen Kanya; Kanchan- 
jungha; Abhijaan; Mahanagar; 
Charulata; Kapurush-O-Maha- 
punlsh; Nayak; Chidiakhana; Gopi 
Gyne Bagha Byne; Aranyer Din 
Raatri; Pratidwandi; Seemabaddha; 
Ashani Sanket; Sonar Kella; Jana 
Aranya; Shatranj Ke Khiladi; Joi 
Baba Felunath; Hirak Rajar Deshe; 
Ghare Baire; Ganashatru; Shajha 
Prashajha; Agantuk. 

Q. Name the UN envoy to Af¬ 
ghanistan to arrange for a peaceful 
settlement of Afghan problem? 

Ans. Benon Sevan. 

Q. Which English County crick¬ 
et club has Sachin Tendulkar joined? 

Ans. Yorkshire. 

Q. Which Indian State has the 
lowest per capita income? 

Ans. Bihar. 

Q. Which day was celebrated as 
World Solar Energy Day? 

Ans. May 3. 

Q. What is 150-9000 certificate? 

Ans. The certification is a strin¬ 
gent quality control standard for 
electronic goods that is essential for 
any Indian exporter to compete in 
international markets, particularly 
in the European community. 

The department of electronics 
has reached an understanding with 
the British Standards Institution to 
facilitate issuance of ISO-9(X)0 cer¬ 
tification in India. 

Q. How many years did Survey 
of India complete in 1992? 

Ans. 225. 

Q. What public sector outlay is 
envisaged In the annual p4an for 
1991-92? 

Ans, Rs 72,317 crore ^.against 
the approved outlay of Rs 64,717 
crwe in the previous yw. ‘ 

Q. •What was the tioM milk 
production in India in 199^W? 

Am. 53.7miilfon tQnjRe^v 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CLIPS: Computerised Laser 
Identity Card Printing System 

COBE: Cosmic i^ckground Ex¬ 
plorer Spacecraft. 

GEF: Global Environment 
Facility. 

GSP Generalised System of 
Preferences. 

MTCR: Missile Technology 
Control Regime 

AWARDS 

Dada Saheb Phalke award, 1992 

T he Dada Saheb Phalke award for 
1992 has been given to Bhal- 
chandra Govind Pendharkar, the 
veteran Marathi film personality. He 
has produced, direct^ and written 
over sixty Marathi and eight Hindi 
films in a career spanning over seven¬ 
ty years. 

Goldman Environmental Prize, 

1992 

M S Medha Patkar of the Narmada 
Bachao Andolan is among the six 
environmental activists who has 
been awarded the third annual 
Goldman environmental pnze 

Thirty-seven-year-old Ms Patkar 
IS a central organiser and strategist of 
the Narmada Bachao Andolan —a 
people's movement to stop a series of 
dams planned for India's largest 
west-ward flowing river, the Nar¬ 
mada. 

The other winners are: Ms Col¬ 
leen McCroy of Canada who has been 
crusading to protect the world's 
largest remaining temperate rain 
forest in British Colombia; Mr Jetor 
A jain of Marshall Islands who led the 
evacuation of his community from 
Rongelap Atoll which was con- 
tamimted by US nuclear testing; Mr 
Christine Jean of Prapce who has 
been a pivotal Egure in oppo^ng the 
plans to dam the coire, longest and 
most famous river oi Fiafices Mr Car¬ 
los Alberto Ricardo of Brazil who is a 
pioneer in nientifying and advancing 
links between human rights and en¬ 


vironmental protection in Brazil, and 
Mr Wadja Mathien Egnankou of 
Ivory Coast, who has been struggling 
to protect what remains of the once 
abundant coastal mangrove forest. 

Each of the winners will receive 
$60,000. 

DAYS 

UNESCO International Press 
Freedom Day 

T he first UNESCO International 
Press Freedom Day was 
celebrated on May 3. 

The day is being celebrated in the 
background of grim disclosure by 
Amnesty International which says 
that nearly 120 journalists are cur¬ 
rently in jail in different countries. It 
also says that 65 journalists were 
killed last year while workmg on 
stories and there were about 1270 
cases of attacks on reporters, includ¬ 
ing physical violence, death threats, 
detentions and legal actions. A 
French human rights group, 
Reporters Sans Frontieres, has alro 
prepared its catalogue of journalists 
facing persecution. 

DEFENCE 

'Prithvi' launched successfully 

T he modern and sophisticated 
surface-to-surface missile Pnthvi, 
was successfully test launched from 
the Interim Test Ra^e (ITR) at Chan- 
dipur in Balasore district of Orissa on 
May 5,1992. 

This is for the first hme that the 
missile has been launched from the 
Chandipur ITR. Earlier, it was 
launched frcrni Sriharikota in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

The successful launch has 
reiterated Indian ddence scientists' 
capabilities and will add a new 
dimension to national defence 
preparedness. 

This was the seventh launch, 
after the failure in the sixth trial in 
February 1991. It has proved fliat the 
imj^v^ design will woric. The mis- 
Slfe 'had broken ih mid-air last time 


during a difficult manoeuvre to test 
the ^ructural strength. 

The missile will be manufactured 
by Bharat Dynamics Ltd, Hyderabad 
and production will start in early 
1993. Prithvi is likely to be depbyed 
by the Army in 1993. 

The success is particularly im¬ 
portant in the changed modem war¬ 
fare scenario in the a.ftermath of the 
Gulf war in 1991. Experts predict that 
future wars will be decided by mis¬ 
sile armouries of warring nations 
with the conventional, ground-based 
forces being deployed only to secure 
the cleared territories. 

This success will also give the 
scientists the necessary confidence to 
go ahead with the planned second 
test launch of the indigenous, inter¬ 
mediate range (approidmately 2,500 
km) ballistic missile, Agni, The two- 
stage Agnt incorporates Prithvi's 
design in the second stage. 

India's Rs 800-crore Integrated 
Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP) was launched 
in 1983. Pnthtn is one of the five mis¬ 
siles under various stages of develop¬ 
ment. 

Pnthvi is a mobile-launched 
medium range missile It has range of 
250 km with 250 kg of warhead and 
150 km with 1,000 kg warhead. It is 
mounted on an eight-wheeled truck, 
manufactured under licence by the 
Bharat Earth Movers Limited 
(BEML), Bangalore. It has an inertial 
navigation system which uses ad¬ 
vanced computers. This improves the 
accuracy of it hitting the target and is 
capable of making slight corrections 
in the flight to home-in onto the tar¬ 
get. 

Prithvi was testfired for the first 
time from Sriharikota, on February 
25,1968. 

Bomber; An 
Aenmautkal Milestone 

T he Indian aeronautkal industry 
crossed a histoncal milestone on 
Moy 2, 1992 when the 100th MIG- 
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' 27M swing-wing fighter-bomber, 

' produced by Hindustan Aeronautics 
Lirnited (HAL), Nashik division, was 
lieiivered to the Indian Air Froce 
(lAF) at Ojhar. 

The M1G-27M is an advanced 
ground-attack figliter-boinber, 
operating at supersonic speeds. 
Equipped with advanced avionics 
and navigational system it is aipable 
of carrying various weapon-loads, 
including bombs, missiles, rocket 
pods and air-t(vair six-barrel gun. 

The handing over of the lOOth 
MI027M symbolised Nashik 
division's quantum jump in the 
production of a new generation MIG 
series of aircraft in India. HAL's 
Nashik division along with its other 
units and the avionics division at 
Hyderabad, were set up with Soviet 
collaboration in 1964. The first MIG- 
27 thereafter rolled out in 1984. 

PERSONS 

Gokak, Dr Vinayak Krishna 

R Vinayak Krishna Gokak, the 
giant of the Kannada literary 
world, died on April 29, 1992 at the 
age of 82. 

He was a harbinger of revolu¬ 
tionary change in modern Kannada 
poetry and is widely acclaimed for 
injecting freshness and unorthodoxy 
in style. 

He was bom on August 9,1909 at 
Sai anur in Dharwar district of Kar¬ 
nataka. He did M. A. in English litera¬ 
ture from Oxford University. He 
appeared on the literary scene in 1934 
with his lyrical composition 
Kj)tho]Hisaka which is considered to be 
a path-breaking work in Kannada 
poetry. 

In 1990 he was awarded the Jnan- 
pith award. 

Pendharkar, B.G. 

HALCHANDRA Govind Pen- 
dharkar, the veteran Marathi film 
personality, has been honoured with 
the Dada Saheb Phalke award, 1992. 

He was bom on May 3, 1898 in 
Kolhapur in Maharashtra. In 1920 he 
joined the film industry as writer- 
director and has been actively as¬ 
sociated with production of films, 
since then. ., 

He has produced,'directed and 
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written over sixty Marathi and eight 
Hindi films. Two of his films —Saadhi 
Mamsa and Tambadi Mathi —have 
bagged the national award for the 
best film. He also has the rare honour 
to be the first producer-director in 
India whose film —Sham Sunder — 
celebrated Silver Jubilee in Bombay 
as early as 35 years ago. 

Ray, Satyajit 

HE great film director, Mr Satyajit 
Ray, died on April 23,1992 after a 
prolonged illness. He had recently 
been honoured with the special Oscar 
award for life-time achievement and 
the Bharat Ratua. 

He was bom on May 2, 1921 in 
Calcutta. He began his career as a 
Junior visualiser at the British owned 
advertising agency, D.J. Keymer, in 
April 1943 for Rs 80 per month. He 
rose to be its art director in a couple 
of years. But it was in designing 
books for the Signet Press, a new 
publishing house started by Mr D.K. 
Gupta, that he found greater creative 
satisfaction. At the same time he 
started writing film scripts. 

His first film. Father Pancliali 
(1955), based on famous novel by Bib- 
huti Bhushan Bandyopadhyay, 
brought him instant fame with the 
President's Gold Medal. The film was 
nothing short of a revolution in its 
portrayal of human reality. 

The list of honours received by 
him include: Magsaysay in 1967, 
Padma V^bhushan in 1974, D. Litt. 
from Oxford London, fellowship of 
British Film Institute in 1983, the 
Legion d'Honneur from France in 
19M and the special Oscar and Bharat 
Ratna in 1992. 

PLACES 

Afghanistan 

FTER fourteen years of civil war 
a ray of hope for peace has 
kindled in Afghanistan. With the 
take-over of power by the interim 
Mujahideen Council headed by Prof 
Sibghatullah Mojadidi, it is hoped 
that the country will be able to get rid 
of the stife-tom and war-ravaged at- 
'mosphere,..-,, 

AfghdftFstan is a land-lockbd' 
icountry. It isiJounded bj* the former ' 
iSovlet repulftf^^*'df TurkmentSif^,' 
Uzbekistan -and^l^djchikistan iri%e 


north, Iran on the west and on the 
east and south by Pakistan. In the 
north east it touches the Sinkiang 
Vighur Autonomous Region of China 
and Hunza in Kashmir. The capital is 
Kabul. 

The dominant feature of Af¬ 
ghanistan is the great central range of 
mountains which divides the country 
approximately from east to west. The 
inhabitants are divisible into four 
main cultural groups: the Pashtun 
(Pathan), the Tadzhik, the Uzbek and 
the Hazara. The^athans form about 
60% of the population. 

Afghanistan has been a 
crossroads for historical and religious 
forces between Europe and Asia since 
the days of Alexander the Great. 
Chengis Khan and Timur crossed it. 
Buddhism flowed westward from 
India, Islam eastward from Arabia. 
Before World War II the British and 
imperial Russia assiduously- con¬ 
tested for influence and after World 
War II USSR, China and USA. 

RESEARCH 

Laser I-card to help curb rigging 
temper proof, low cost, Com¬ 
puterised Laser Identity Card 
Printing System (CLIPS) with the 
potential to check infiltration and 
curb rigging in elections, has been 
developed by researchers at the 
public sector Electronics Corporation 
of India, Limited (ECIL), 
Hyderabad. 

CLIPS finds extensive use in bor¬ 
der States to check infiltration and 
create a sound identity data base. The 
Union Home Ministry, which funded 
the project, is using CLIPS in As.sam, 
Tripura and plans to extend it to Pun¬ 
jab, Kashmir and other sensitive 
areas. 

CLIPS is a black and white photo 
1-card, which cannot be tampered be¬ 
cause the photo is printed. 

Since CLIPS is embedded in a 
van with in-built power systems, 
issue of I-cards on a, mass scale and 
even in remote villages with power 
problems is possible. Further, the cost 
of each card is only around 50 paise. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Fresh ligl^ on origin of universe 
STROPHYSICISTS are excited 
about a new evidence from space 








of the way creation came about and 
they hope that ground-based obser¬ 
vations as well as more sensitive 
space probes would confirm the 
latest findings, finally unravelling 
the oldest scientific riddle. 

American scientists reported an 
important advance in cosmology 
based on the observations by the Cos¬ 
mic Background Explorer spacecraft 
(COBE) which found gigantic ripples 
of matter at the edge of the universe. 
These observations point to the way 
stars and galaxies were formed after 
the big bang that is believed to have 
resulted in the birth of the universe. 
The COBE has photographed "the 
epoch of recombination" at the point 
at which galaxies began to form in the 
primordial soup, once it cooled down 
sufficiently some 3,00,000 years after 
the big bang. 

In this, the measurement of 
microwave background radiation 
(first discovered in 1964) permeating 
the universe as the last dying echo of 
the big bang, could help. The space 
probe eiichanced this capacity and 
the NASA satellite d<^lected tiny 
variations in this radiation which 
were not detected earlier. Although 
the ripples (xrcurred 13 billion years 
ago, radio signals of it are only reach¬ 
ing the earth, now. 

Reactivating a battered spacecraft 

B attered and bruised by cosmic 
ice and dust, a sleeping 
spacecraft, now orbiting the sun, will 
soon be .jolted awake by scientists 
from earth for a second remarkable 
mission. 

The Giotto spacecraft, that 
created history six years ago by its 
close encounter with Halley's Comet, 
sending detailed, the best-ever pic¬ 
tures of the Comet's icy core, Ls now 
being scheduled for another mission 
on a Comet. 

Its target this time is the Comet 
Grigg-Skjdlemp and the rendezvous 
is set for July 10,1992. 

Launched by the European Space 
Agency (ESA) in July 1985, Giotto ad¬ 
vanced as near as 600 km of Halley's 
Comet in March 1986, revealing a 
hilly nucleus. Scientists had not ex¬ 
pected the spacecraft to survive its- 
encounter with the dust around the 
Comet that would hit the space 


vehicle with an explosive force nearly 
50 times that of bullets. 

But Giotto survived, although 
slightly damaged and scientists at 
ESA are confident that the spacecraft 
is still healthy enough to help loose 
secrets of Comet Grigg-Skjellerup as 
well. 

MISCELLANY 

New Course for Chartered 
Accountants 

T he Institute of Chartered Ac¬ 
countants of India has introduced 
one-year foundation course as part of 
the revised structure of education for 
students joining the chartered ac¬ 
countancy course. 

The course will be first of its kind 
in India and is open to students pass¬ 
ing the Senior Secondary or an 
equivalent examination (ten plus 
two). The introduction of the founda¬ 
tion course would enable students at 
a younger age of around 17/18 years 
to join the foundation course. On 
passing the foundation course ex¬ 
amination, the students can undergo 
three years practical training and 
after passing the Intermediate and 
final examinations of the C. A. course, 
they can become chartered account¬ 
ants at an age of around 21 /22 years. 
This will result in a saving of at least 
two years than what is possible 
under the existing system. 

India's forest cover goes up by 5 
per cent 

L atest satellite imagery surveys 
have established, beyond doubt 
that India's forest cover has gone up 
by more than five per cent in the past 
few years. 

The country's forest cover, which 
was estimated to have depleted to an 
abysmal low of 14 per cent of its total 
land area, has gone up to 19 or 20 per 
cent. 

The development is being billed 
as a major breakthrough in restoring 
India's ecology and environment, 
which had suffered in a big way to 
the altar of development. 

However, a total reversal of the 
process of environmentol and 
ecological degradation,i^^till a far cry , 
as ^f^lly speaking^ J ^st one-third 
offjjke country's total land mass 
should have a forest cover. 

Upto 1989, wastelands were ex- 
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panding at a rapid pace at the rale of 
47,000 hectares annually. Then the 
process was virtually reversed fol¬ 
lowing massive afforestation efforts. 
Satellite imagery has shown that the 
country's forest cover had been in¬ 
creasing at the rate, of 63,000 hectares 
every year, since 1989. 

It all began in 1985 when, as a 
first major initiative on a country¬ 
wide basis, the national wastelands 
development programme was 
launched with the main emphasis on 
three central issues; ecological crisis 
caused by deforestation and land 
degradation, socio-economic crisis 
caused by acute shortage of fuel-' 
wood and fodder and making af¬ 
forestation a people's movement. 
5,220 glaciers in Himalayas 

A fter 18 years of painstaking ef- 
forb, scientisb have counted the 
number of glaciers in the Himalayas: 
5,220. So tar, vanous studies specu¬ 
lated the figure to be between 5,000 
and 15,000. 

An eight-member team of the 
Calcutta-based Geological Survey of 
India (GSl) completed the stydy 
recently. 

Glaciers are permanent bodies of 
ice consisting of crystallised snow ac¬ 
cumulated on the surface of moun¬ 
tains. They are a natural storehouse 
of fresh water and act as a buffer, 
particularly in augmenting summer 
stream flows of many perennial 
rivers. 

The first systematic study of the 
Himalayan glaciers was conducted in 
1812 by two American researchers, 
Mr A. Mayweski and Mr A. Jeschke. 
However, not much was done after¬ 
wards due to the remoteness and the 
inhospitable terrain near glaciers. 
The GSl started the national 
programme on glaciers in 1974. 

The GSl study shows these 
glaciers cover an area of 38,039 
square kilometres, broadly divided 
into three river basins- -Jndiis, Ganga 
and Brahmaputra—on the Indian 
side ot the Himalayas. The Indus 
basin has the largest number of 
glaciers—3,538, followed by the 
Ganga basin (1,020) and Brah¬ 
maputra (662). The Himalayas ex¬ 
tend over> 2,800 km in length from 
east to west and 400 km from north to 
south. ' 
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AR CHE RY 

Limba equals world record 

Indian archer Limba Ram has 
equalled the world record for the 
30 metres event at the China Inter¬ 
national archery tournament held 
at Beijing. 

The young Indian ace, who 
equalled the mark set by Matsushita 
Takaishi of japan in 1987, scored 
357 out of the possible 360 points. 

BADMINTON 

Asian Badminton Confederation 
Championship 

Favourite Rashid Sidek of Malaysia 
retained the men's singles title of 
the Asian Badminton Confederation 
championships by thrashing com¬ 
patriot Foo Kok Keong in a lack¬ 
lustre final match, held at Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Ye Zhaoying of China lifted the 
women',s singles title when she out¬ 
witted compatriot Zhou Lei. 

BILLIARDS 

World Masters Championship 

Geet Sethi made history on April 
12, 1992 by becoming the first ever 
Indian to attain No. 1 ranking in 
professional billiards. In one of the 
finest matches in recent times, Geet 
overcame a fighting but tiring 
Robby Foldvari of Australia 8-5 in 
the final of the Consortium Finance 
World Masters Billiards Champion¬ 
ship. The success put Geet a point 
ahead of reigning world champion 
Mike Russell in the provisional 
standings. 

Geet will, nevertheless, have to 
wait until September when the of¬ 
ficial Worla Championship is 
scheduled to be held at Calcutta, 
for what one hopes to be the formal 
COTonation. 

BRIDGE 

Inter*SUte Championship 

Tamil Nadu represented by R. Raj 
Kumar, B. PrabWkar, K.R. Venka- 


taraman, R. Krishnan and R. 
Ravichandran regained the 
Gurudutt Trophy, the symbol of 
supremacy in Inter-State bridge 
championship, defeating Mahara¬ 
shtra by 29 international match 
points in the Bnal held at Shimla. 

National Championship 

The Ramamurthy Trophy Cup was 
lifted by Maharashtra when 
Raymonds team from Bombay 
defeated Kamalkar's team in the 
final of the National Bridge mixed 
team event by 41 international 
match points. 

CRICKET 

West Indies-S. Africa One-day 
scyries 

Philip Simmons hit his third cen¬ 
tury in four matches to power the 
West Indies to a seven-wicket vic¬ 
tory over South Africa at Port of 
Spain. 

In the third and final one-day 
international. South Africa made 189 
for six off 50 overs. The West Indies 
replied with 190 for three off 43 
overs. Simmons scored 104. With 
this win, the West Indies made a 
clean sweep of one-day series. 

First match: South Africa's 
cricketers were soundly beaten by 
West Indies when they lost the first- 
ever contest between the countries 
on Caribbean soil by 107 runs at 
Sabina Park in Kingston. 

Second match: West Indies 
thrashed South Africa by 10 wickets 
to take an unbeatable 2-0 lead in 
their best-of-three one-day intema- 
tioiuil series. 

West Indies-S. Africa Test Series 

First match: South Africa 
crashed to a sensational 52-run 
defeat in ther historic cricket Test 
against West Indies at Bridgetown, 
breeding only 79 more runs to win 
with eight wickets in hand at the 
start of pldyiiltbe South Affidans 
were instead ^kitffed out for "148 
by West Indian fast bowlers Curtly 
Ambrose and Courtney Walsh. 


Wisden's five 

The Wisden's best five for 1992 
are: Phillip Defreitas (England), 
Curtly Ambrose (West Indies), Allan 
Donald (South Africa), Waqar 
Younis (Pakistan) and Richie 
Richardson (West Indies). 

FOOTBALL 

Airlines Gold Cup 

East Bengal lifted the Airlines Gold 
Cup nudging out holders Mohun 
Bagan 1-0 at the Salt Lake Stadium 
in Calcutta. 

HOC KEY 

Beighton Cup 

Two fine saves by keeper C.P. 
Thimaya in the tie-breaker helped 
Army XI, jalandhar, to win the 
Bcignton Cup Hockey Champion¬ 
ship in their maiden appearance 
defeating Army Service Corps 
(ASC), jalandhar, 6-2. 

SQUASH 

British Open 

Jansher Khan, the 22-year-old 
Pakistani, won the British Open 
Squash title for the first time when 
he overc'ame Chris Robertson, the 
underdog from Australia.. 

SWIMMING 

Asian Championship 

China smaslied two Asian records 
in the last two relay races to win 
the Asian Swimming Champion¬ 
ships held in Hiroshima, Japan with 
a total of 24 golds, 15 silver and 
six bronze medals. 

They were followed by hosts 
Japan with 11 gold, 17 silver and 
15 bronze, 

TENNIS 

National Hardcoojt 
Championship 

MWi singes: Gaurav Natekar 
(Maharashtra) 

Men's doubles: C^urav Nate- 
kar and Nitin Kirfene (Ihmil Nadu). 


794 JUNE ye COMPETITION MASTER 



SPORT, 


Women's singles: Krishnamur* 
thy Janaki (Maharashtra) 

Women's doubles: Natasha 
Joshi and Falguni Parsanna 
(Gujarat). 

Inter-State championship 

Gujarat women denied hosts 
Maharashtra a double team cham- 
pionship crown by clinching the 
hnal by two matches to one in the 
all-India Inter-State Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship held at Bombay. 

Asif Ismail and Gaurav Natekar 
authored Maharashtra's title tri¬ 
umph in the men's Inter-State Team 
Tennis Championship. Their 
straight-set victories over K.G. 
Ramesh and Manoj Kumar respec¬ 
tively enabled the hosts register a 
winning 2-0 verdict over Tamil 
Nadu in the final. 

Japan Open Championship 

Jim Courier captured his sixth 
career victory when he beat Richard 
Krajicek of the Netherlands to win 
the men's singles title at the 1.19 


tnillion dollar Japan Open tennis 
tournament. 

Spanish Open title 

Unseeded Spaniard Carlos Costa 
won his second tennis tournament 
in succession when he beat Magnus 
Gustafsson of Sweden in the final 
of the Spanish Open. 

WRESTLING 

Asian men's Championship 

South Korean powerman shattered 
four Asian records on route to win¬ 
ning sue gold medals on the hnal 
day of the 24th Asian men's 
weightlifting championships. 

Chon Sang-Seok, 23, snatched 
1805 kilograms to better his own 
Asian mark of 180 in the 110 kg 
event. 

The over 110-kg event witnessed 
a clean sweep by another South 
Korean, Kim Tee-H 3 ain, who also 
set two Asian records. 

His winning total of 410 shat¬ 
tered the cight-year-old Asian mark 
of 405 held by Iranian Raza Teymoura. 


At the end of the five-day chanv- 
pionships, hosts China temped the 
senior's medal standings with 13 
golds, following by South Korea 
(12), Iraq (3) and North Korea (2). 

The next Asian championships 
will be held in Teheran in 1993. 

Asian Gieco-Roman 
championship 

Two Indian wrestlers, Pappu Yadav 
and M.R. Patil bagged a silver 
medal each in the Asian Greco- 
Roman wrestling championship, 
held in Teheran, Iran. 

Yadav lost ■ to Japan's Ohashi 
Masanori in the 40 kg category in 
which South Korean Sim Kwon Ho 
took the bronze. 

Patil could not sustain the 
onslaught of Iranian Ahad Pazaj 
who took the gold in 62 kg while 
Kim Dong Bum of South Korea 
won the bronze. 

South Korea with 87 points won 
the team title, followed by Iran with 
86 and China with 64, japan (56), 
Chinese Taipei (46) and India (30). 
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Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Alpha Ourmr Konave: He has 
been elected as the President of 
Mali. 

Sibghatullah Mojudidi: He has 
been chosen to be the first President 
of Post-Communist Afghanistan by 
several Mujahideen leaders. 

Chris Patten: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as the Governor of Hong 
Kong. 

janez Drnox'sek. He has been 
elected Prime Minister of Slovenia. 

Gen Than Shwe: He has been ap¬ 
pointed head of Myanmar's ruling 
military junta. 

PK. Dave: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as the Lt-Governor of Delhi. 

L.N. Mishra. Governor of Assam, 
he has been given additional charge 
as Governor of Nagaland. 

Justice A.N. Vcrma (retd)- He has 
been appointed Chairman of the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Trade 
Practices (MRTP) Commission. 

P.B. Roy: He has been appointed 
as the Registrar of Newspapers. 

Gajendra Singh: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as new envoy of India to 

Resigned 

Francesco Cosiga: President of 
Italy. 

Omar Karamn Prime Minister of 
Lebanon. 


Gen Saw Maung: Head of 
Myanmar's ruling mifitary junta. 

Mohammad NajibuUah: President 
of Afghanistan. 

Neil Kinnock: British Labour 
Party Leader. 

Markandey Singh: Lt Governor of 
Delhi. 

M.M. Thomas: He was dismissed 
by the President as Governor of 
Nagaland. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al 
Nahyan: President of United Arab 
Emirates. 

Supar Murad Ntazov: President 
of Turkmenistan. 

Dr Boutros Boutros-Ghali: 
Secretary General of United Na¬ 
tions. 

Gennady Burbuhs: Secretary of 
State of Russia. 

Died 

Satyajit Rat: The legendry film 
director of Indian Cinema. 

Dr V.K. Gokak: A prominent 
author of Kannada literature. He 
was 82. 

Raja Bhaltndra Singh: A 
prominent Spiorts Administrator. 

Prof D.T. Lakdawala: Renowned 
economist. 

Benny Hill: British comedian. 


EVENTS 


APRIL 

10—Mr John Major leads the Tories 
to a historic fourth term in 
office, winning an absolute 
majority in the UK Parliamen¬ 
tary polls. 

13—^The Russian Cabinet resigns in 
the wake of mega Parliament 
turning down its proposals to 
pursue radical economic 
heforms. 

15—^The United Nations mandated 
sanctions against Libya come 
into force effectively cutting-off 
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Tripoli's air links with the rest 
of the world. 

—^The Indian National Congress 
holds elections to its highest 
body, the Working Committee, 
afte*" a gap of 20 years, 

16—Afghan President Mohammad 
NajibuUah steps down. A coali¬ 
tion of generals takes over 
powi^F in Afghanistan. 

19—-Afghajif',Mujahideen groups 
reach, la 'inroad agreenve^to 
form a 20-ifnemI>er Council to 
assume executive powers. Mr 


_ WHO'S Wfit 

Ahmed Shah Masood is asked 
to head the Council. 

23—A scries of gas explosions 
leaves more than 180 persons 
dead in Gudalajara, second big¬ 
gest city of Mexico. 

25— Kabul, capital of Afghanistan, 
falls to rebel groups. 

26— Fighting between the rival 
Mujahideen groups in Af¬ 
ghanistan intensifies. Scores of 
people are ^reported kiOed. 

28—Rebel leaders take power in 
Afghanistan ending a 14-year 
civil war against communist 
governments. 

30—President Bush of USA 
suspends duty-free treatment to 
India's export of pharmaceuti¬ 
cals and chemicals in retaliation 
for alleged violations of US in¬ 
tellectual property rights. 

MAY 4 

1—Fifth round of West Asia talks 
ends in Washington with no 
breakthrough. 

—Riots break in Los Angeles in 
USA. More than 31 people are 
killed. Property worth more 
than $ 550 million is destroyed. 

4—India and Russia sign a ^year 
trade pact stipulating all pay¬ 
ments in freely convertable cur¬ 
rencies. 

—81 persons are killed in a house 
collapse in Srinagar. 

7— Militants kill 15 persons in Kar- 
nal district of Haryana. 

8— Government rejects plea for 
Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) probe in the Solanki 
episode of Bofors scandal. 

—More than 200 people are killed 
in Cuttuck after consuming 
spurious liquor. 

9— ^The Punjab Minist^ of State 
for Public Health, Mr 
Maninderjit Singh Bitta is in-^ 
jured in a bomb attack in Am¬ 
ritsar. Blast leaves 12 dead and 
50 injured. 

IB—The Chairman of the Agricul¬ 
tural Costs and Prices Commis- 
sion«k Dr Oevinder Sin^ lyagi 
is killed by unklentmM gun¬ 
men on dte ^ps of his flat 
Delhi. 




OBjeCTIVE-TYPE QUESTIOi 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. A man donated 59} of his salary to a welfare fund 
and deposited 12% of the salary in a saving bank account. 
If he has now Rs 622.50 left with him, what is his monthly 
salary? 

All) Rs750 {/)) Rs850 (c) Rs 905.50 

id) Rs800 (t’) None of these 

2. A ladder is placed 5 m away from the foot of the 
wall and it reaches a height of 12 m from the ground. Find 
the length of the ladder. 

(a) 11m (h) 13 m (c) 14 m 

(d) 12.5 m U’) None of these 

3. After five years the age of a father will be thrice 
the age of his so\i, whereas five years ago he was seven 
times as old as his sort was. What is father's present age? 

(a) 50 yrs •(10 40 yrs (c) 45 yrs 

((f) 35 yrs (c) None of these 

4. The sum of two numbers is 35 and their dif¬ 
ference is 13. Find the greater number. 

(rt) 25 (10 23 (f) 24 id) 20 

(tO Noneofthest' 

5. The distance between Delhi and Gha/iabad is 110 
kms. Ramesh starts Kom Delhi with a speed ot 20 
kms/hour at 7,00 a.m. tor Gha/iabad. And Suresh starts 
from Gha/iabad with a speed of 25 kms/hour at 8,00 a.m. 
for Delhi. When will they meet^ 

(a) 9.00 a.m. (10 10.00 a.m. (c) 9.30 a.m. 

id) 10.30 a.m. 

6. Find the co§t of paving of a rectangular courtyard 
40 meters long and 10 meters wide, if the paving cost is Rs 
50 per 100 squaa' meter. 

(a) Rs20() (h) Rs80 (c) Rsl50 

((/) Rs220 

7. How much work can a person do in a day, if he 
can do it in 10 days? 

10 «” 15 5 '■'> 20 

(tO None of these 

2 

8. A number exceeds its by 25. What is the num- 


(n) 75 (b) 50 

(e) None of these 


(c) 80 


9. ■* of one-third of iwie-half of a number is 5 What 
4 


is the number? 

(a) 150 (b) 200 (c) 120 Of) 100 

(e) None of these 

10. Which of the following is in descending order? 


3 5 7 
5'7'9 


7 5 3 
9' r 5 


5 7 3 
r 9' 5 


9' 5'7 


(c) None of these 


11. ^ of a number is thirty less than the original 

number. What is the number? 

(a) 40 (b) 90 (c) 20 (d) 50 

((.’) None of these 

12. The diameter of a circle is 21 cm. What is its 
circumference? 

(a) 44 (M 66 (c) 33 (d) 22 

(c) None of these 

13. A person bought a bicycle at 20% less its marked 
price. By selling it for Rs 660 he got a profit of 10 %j. What 
was the marked price of the cycle? 

(a) 800 (b) 712.80 (c) 600 (d) 750 

(e) None of these 

14. 1 bought one dozen pencils at the rate of 5 paise 
per pencil. For how much one pencil should be sold to get 
a profitof 20%? 

(a) 72 paise (h) 6 paise (c) 60 paise 
Of) 5 paise (e) None of these 

15. How many numbers can be divided by 9 between 
I and 100? 

(a) 18 (b) 16 (c) 14 (d) 11 

(e) None of these 

16. Perimeter of a square is 400 m. What is its area in 
hectares? 

(a) 16 (b) 8 (c) 4 (d) 1 

((’) None of these 

'17. What decimal of an hour is a second? 

(a) .0025 (b) .00027 (c) .000126 

(d) .0256 O’) None ot these 

18. Surface area of a cube is 216 sq m. What is its 
volume? 

(a) 108 (b) 512 (c) 216 (d) 432 

(c) None of these 

19. In how many days 20 men will complete a piece 
of work, if 16 men can complete it in 25 days? 

(a) 20 days (b) 22 days 0) 18 days 

(d) 16 days (c) None of these 

20. In a class the average age of 40 boys is 20 years. If 
the teacher is taken into account, the average age of the 
team is increased by 1 year. The age of the teacher is: 

(a) 21 years (b) 41 years (c) 61 years 

(d) 70 years (c) None of these 

21. What will C get out of 660 if A gets tw'ice as much 
as B and B gets thrice as much as C? 

((?) 426 (b) 66 (f) 132 (d) 96 

(e) None of these 

22. By selling a pen for Rs 15, a man would lose 
one-sixteenth of what it cost him. What was his cost price? j, 

(a). 16 (b) 18 (c) 20 (d) 21 

> (<■) None of these 
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2"? At w hill r.ite '< per tinjuim simple interest u jII Rs 
/'iO.imount to Ks yCK) in 4 vedis-’ 

(./) 5 (/*) 8 (() 10 W) 

(i) None of these 

24 I hrw-fourth ot e number is tifti’en less than the 
original number What is the numbei^ 

Oi) 40 (h) 90 U) SO ((/) bO 

(i) None ot thesi' 

25 A reduttion ol 21'''r in the pine ot sugar enables 
me to bm 10 S kg moii tor Rs 100 What is the reduced 
price pel kg’ 

(«) Rs2S0 (/>) Rs2 2S (i) Rs2(X) 

((/) Rs 2 SO (<) None ot these 

2b I he sum ot twodigits of a numbc'r IS nine When 
9 IS subtracteil from the number, the digits change their 
places What is the numbei’ 


(ri) 4S (/>) lb (c) 54 

(t) None ot these 

27 2S2-12x7 = ? 

in) l’ (to 2,‘l (<) 1 

b 42 

(c) None of these 
I I 4 

28 

<rl) loj^ (/O to’ (t) lOg 

(i) None of these' 

29 0 84-7 = 21 
(a) 004 (/)) 04 (i) 4 

(tO None of these 
40 9b^l2^, 

80-79 b ' 

(a) 12 (h) 84 (i) 18 

(() None of these* 

5 3 

31 l-%2^-7 = 2 
o o 

(i) None of these 
12 Ob'*} of 180 + 200'/, of 19 = 7 
(a) 212 (b) 199 (t) 189 

(e) None of these 


(</) 72 


(,/) 147 


(t) 10„ iil) 10, 


(d) 004 


(c) 18 




(ii) 42 


(d) 200 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1 (a) _ 

2 (to Length of the ladder \ (12)' + (5) ’ - 11 

1 (/)) 4 (() 5 (/») b (a) 

7 (a) 8 (a) 

, \ \ 1 11 V, t , 


10 (to 


i: (;)i = 5,findx 

4 12 

7 7 X15 _ 245 

9 9x15 115 

5 5 X 45 _ 225 

7 ■7 X 45 115 

3 _ 3x65^ 189 
5 ~ 5x65 115 


OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


12 {/») Diameter = 21 cm 
Radius - 2 sm 
C irciimference = 27tr 

22 21 

= 2x^x,j=66cm 
11 (d) I^t marki'd price = Rs x 

100 ’ 1(X) 

findx 

14 (W 15 (d)- 16 (d) 17. (h) 

18 (i) Surface Area of cube = 6/* , 

6/^ = 216 sqm 

.•./=l/flbm 

D 

Hence Area of cube -1^ = 6^ - 21b cu m 

19 (a) 

20 (t) Total age of 40 Ixiys = 40 x 20 = 8{X) years 

Total age of 40 boys and the teacher 
= 41 x21 -Sbl 

Age ot teacher = 8bl - 8(X) bl years 

21 00 Let C get * x 

. B gets lx and A gets bx 
bx + lx + \ = b60 
bbO 

' II, 

22 ((/ leer ot pen - Ks X I tsss - ' 


1 ieni e x 


1b 

, „ Interest x UK) 

21 (a) Rate - 

rrincipal x Time 
„ (9(K) 750) V KM) 

750 X 1 

24 (d) 

sc / i o 4 4 I 100x21 

25 (i) Reduced price per kg 


15 \ _ Rs lb 


10 5- Rs2 


11 (h) 


2b (() let unit digit x and len digit - y 
Numbc'r lOy 4 x 
Accoiding to sum - 

X + V - 9 . (/) 

(lOy 4-x) - 9 = 10x 4-y 

- X 4- y = 1 (//) 

Adding (/) and ( 11 ), 2y - 10 or y = ’^ = 5 

and X = 9-5 = 4 

. Number - 10 y 4- x = 10 (5) 4 - 4 ■= 54 
27 (d) 28 (d) 

29 (a) 

30 (a) 

31, (d) 

32 (d) 
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OBJBCTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


1. The town of Talikota where 
the United Alliance between Bijapur, 
Bidar, Ahmednagar and Golkunda, 
under Husam Nizam Shah, defeated 
Ram Raja of Vijaynagar in 1565, is on 
the river: 

(fl) Cauvery 
(W Godavari 
(f) Krishna 
W) Narbada 

2 The greatest disciple of 
Ramanand was: 

(a) Kabir 
ilr) Gorakhnath 
(t) Namadeva 
(</) Narsi Mehta 

3 Which of the following is 
NOT true about Sankaracharya who 
lived about the 9th century A.D.? 

(a) He preached his Adimlya 
philosophy 

(h) He enunciated the doctnnc 
of imt/a or illusion 
(f) He demolished the Bud¬ 
dhist doctrine 

(d) He popularised the wor¬ 
ship of Shiva 

(<’) He believed in ritualistic 
religion 

4. Mohenjodaru was dis¬ 
covered in 1922 by. 

(rt) Sir John Marshall 
(W R.D. Banerjee 

(c) R.B. Dayaram Sahni 

(d) Dr Mortimer Wheeler 

5 The use of which metal was 
not known to the people of Indus Val¬ 
ley civilization? 

(a) gold 

(b) silver 

(c) copper 

(d) iron 
ic) lead 

6. Which one of the following 
IS correct? 

(a) The Indus script has Egyp¬ 
tian element 

(b) People of the Indus Valley 
borrowed their script from 
the Sumerian script 

(c) The Indus script has not 
been deciphered so far 


(d) The Indus script was 
I>ravidian in ongin 

7 The ornaments of the poor 
people of Indus Valley civilization 
were made of- 

(fl) silver 

(b) ivory 

(c) copwr 

(d) shells and bones 

8. The book "The Arctic Home 
of Aryans" was written by: 

(a) Bal Gangadhar lilak 

(b) AC Dass, a Bengali his¬ 
torian 

(c) Swami Dayanand Saras- 
wati 

(d) Pargitar 

9. Which is NOT correct about 
the Vedic period (as Rig Veda points 
out) 

(a) The Aryan-Indians was a 
highly organised soaety 

(b) Polygamy (having more 
than one wife) was prac¬ 
ticed among the princes 

(c) Polyandry (women having 
several husbands) was also 
common 

(d) The marriage was a sacred 
bond which could not be 
broken by any human ac¬ 
tion 

UO The choice of the father 
counted in the selection of 
the bndegroom but the girl 
was also given a measure 
of independence in that 
matter 

10. Which is NOT correct ac¬ 
cording to Manusmrili (written by 
Manu, the Hindu law giver): 

(a) women were not given a 
place of honour 

(h) women were forbidden to 
study the Vedas 

(c) women were not entitled to 
inherit any property ex¬ 
cept the stridmn 

(d) After marriage, she was 
not required to be under 
control of the husband 

11. The twenty-fourth Tir- 


thankara or Prophet of Jainism was: 

(a) Rishabha 

(b) Parsvanath 

(O Mahavira 

(d) Siddhartha 

12 Which one of the following is 
NOT true about Mahavira? 

(a) He beheved in the worship 
of idols 

(b) He prescribed a life of 
celibacy 

(c) He believed that the three 
essentials of good life 
called the thn?e Jewels or 
Ratnas were right faith, 
right knowledge and right 
action 

id) He desired that no injury 
should be done to animals, 
birds, plants, insects etc 

13 The first sermon called 
"Dharma Chakra Pravartana" was 
given by Buddha at: 

(a) Pathputra (modem Patna) 

(b) Sa math (near Banaras) 

(c) Gaya 

(d) Hardwar 

14 At the time of his death at the 
age of 80, Buddha's last words to his 
favourite disaple Ananda, were* 

(a) All here is transient 

(b) All here is full of pain 

(c) Look not for the refuge to 
any one besides yourself 

(d) More tears have flowed 
than all the water that is in 
tlie four great oceans 

15 Which of the following is 
NOT true about Buddha's concep¬ 
tion of religion? 

(a) He preached the "Four 
Noble TVuths" 

(h) His conception of religion 
was purely ethical 

(c) He emphasised on worship 
and rituals 

(d) He was not prepared to 
bother whether the soul is 
the same as the body or 
distinct from it 

16. The thml Buddhist Council 
was held in Pathputra during the 
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reign of: 

. (rt) Chandragupta Vikrama- 
ditya 

(/>) TlieSungai) 

(f) Samudragupla 
((/) Asokii 

17. A new school oi Buddhi.sm 
known as Mahayanism, came into 
existence in the time of: 

(fl) Asoka 

(b) Kanishka 

(f) Chandragupta 
(d) Piishyamitra 

18. The last king of the Nanda 
dynasty was; 

(rt) Ugrasen 
ib) Mahapadma 
(t) Panduka 
(rf) Dhana Nanda 

19. Of the following statements, 
which is NOT correct as mentioned 
in Kautilya's Arfl//f,sws/ra? 

(rt) permanent peace is pos¬ 
sible 

ib) whosoever is superior in 
power shall wage war 

(c) whosoever is rising in 
power may break the 
agreement of peace 

id) the king who is situated 
anywhere on the circum¬ 
ference of the conqueror's 
territory is termed the 
enemy 

20. The mighty empire of the 
Mauryas began to decline after the 
death of: 

(rt) Chandragupta Maurya 

(b) Asoka 

(c) Bindusara 
((/) Brihadratha 

21. Which of the following is 
NOT true about the sources of 
revenue in the Mauryan system of 
administration? 

(a) The land revenue was the 
chief source of the income 
of the State 

(b) It was levied at the rate of 
one-fourth of the produce 
of the land 

(c) The tax on sales (or sales 
tax) was levied 

(d) There was no system of ex¬ 
cise licences 

22. The first ruler of the Sunga 
dypasty (185-7.3 B.C.) which suc¬ 
cored the Mauryans, was: 

(a) Pushyamitra 

(b) Agnimitra 

(c) Vasumitra 


(d) Sujyestha 

23. The great Stupa of Sanchi 
and the railings which enclose it 
belong to the: 

(a) Mauryan period 
(h) Sunga period 

(c) Magadna period 

(d) Satavahana 

24. Kharvela was the king of: 

(if) Magadha 

(b) Patnputra 

(c) Kalinga 

(d) Deccan 

25. The founder of the 
Satavahana dynasty, who ruled for 23 
years from about 235 B.C. to 212 B.C. 
was: 

(a) Satakarni 

(b) Gautamiputra Siri Satakarni 

(c) Simuka 

(d) Pulumayi 

26. The greatest literary figure of 
Kanishka's court was: 

(a) Kalidas 
(h) Nagarjuna 

(c) Asvagnosha 

(d) Charak 

27. Which one of the fol lowing is 
NOT true? 

(rt) Kanishka was one of the 

f ;reatest kings of ancient 
ndia 

(h) He was a great patron of art 
and learnmg 

(c) No Indian ruler has ruled 
over such a vast empire in 
Central Asia as was done 
by Kanishka 

(d) He was the only Indo- 
Asiatic king whose ter¬ 
ritories extended beyond 
the Pamirs 

(e) All the above are true 

28. Susruta, the great book on 
medicine, was written by: 

(o) Nagarjuna 

(b) Asvagnosha 

(c) Charak 
id) Vasumitra 

29. The philosopher-scientist 
and a great figure of the court of 
Kanishtu whom Hieun-Tsang called 
"one of the four lights of the world" 
and who also enunciated the theory 
of Relativity in his great work called 
Madhyamika Sutra, was: 
ifi) Nagarpna 

(b) Asva^osha 

(c) Vasumitra ' • 

(d) Rudl^amana 


' 30. The headless statue of 

Kanishka, an important relic of his 
period, was found in: 

(a) Peshawar 

(b) Taxila 

(c) Kanishkapura 

(d) Mathura 

31. Which one of the following 
statements is NOT true about the ad¬ 
ministration and economic condi¬ 
tions during Kanishka's reign? 

(a) India had a favourable 
balance of trade with the 
Roman Empire 

(b) There were many revolts 

(c) Agriculture was the back¬ 
bone of the economy of the 
country and ways and 
means of improving and 
increasing tne produce 
were adopted 

(d) The trade guilds enjoyed 
stability and confidence 

32. The 'stupas' at Sanchi 
portray the art and sculpture of: 

(a) Buddhists 

(b) Early Aryans 

! (f) Jains 

(d) Muslims' 

33. Indian National Congress 
adopted the restitution of complete 
Independence (Poorna Swaraj) at its 
session held at: 

(a) Madras 

(b) Ahmedabad 

(c) Lahore 

(d) Calcutta 

34. Which of the following state¬ 
ments about Amir Khusrau is NOT 
TRUE? 

(fl) He was a great poet 

(b) I le was a great nistorian 

(c) He worked for Hindu- 
Muslim unity 

(d) He wrote in Hindi and 
Urdu both 

35. Which one of the following 
was not known to the people of the 
Indus Valley civilization? 

(a) Iron 

(b) Bronze 

(c) Copper 

(d) Silver 

36. Nadir Shah invaded India in 
the reign of: 

(a) Farukhsiyar 

(bL lahandar Shah 

(c) WhdShah 

(d) Akbar Shah H 

37. Who amongst the following 


800 JUNE-92 COMPETITION MASTER 



•_‘ OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Chola Kings fought against the 
Sailendra King of Srivijaya (in 
Sun\atra) and defeated him? 

(fl) Parantaka I 

(b) Rajaraja-I 

(c) Sundar Chola or Parantaka 
II 

(d) Rajendra I 

38. Hieun-Tsang, the Chinese 
pilgrim, visited India during the 
reign of: 

(a) Chandragupta Maurya 
ib) Kanishka 
(c) Ashoka 
id) Harshavardhana 

39 The Zend Avesta is the Holy 
Book of the. 

(a) Hebrews 

(b) Roman Catholics 

(c) Zoroastrians 

(d) Quakers 

40 Who amongst the following 
was the first woman President of the 
Indian National Congress’ 

(a) Annie Besant 
(/>) Mira Behn 

(c) Sarojini Naidu 

(d) Kasturba Gandhi 

41. Minto-Morley Reforms 
aimed at- 

>> 

ia) Grant of Dcaninion Status 
to Indians 

(b) Separate electorates for the 
Muslims 

(c) fecial powers to the 
Government to deal with 
anti-government elements 

(if) Full development of 
education 

42. Jawaharlal Nehru helped to 
start the newspaper: 

(a) Kesri 

(b) Nabonal Herald 

(c) Patriot 
(if) Pioneer 

43. Manas Sanctuary is located 
in: 

(a) West Bengal 

(b) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Madhya Pradesh 
(if) Assam 

44. Which is the biggest hinter¬ 
land port in India? 

(a) Bombay 

(b) Calcutta 

(c) Kandla 

(if) Visakhapatnam 

45. What incident at Chauri 
Chaura forced Mahatma Gandhi to 
call off his agitation? 


(ij) Unsatisfactory and insuffi¬ 
cient response to the move¬ 
ment against British Rule 
(W Betrays by some of his fol¬ 
lowers 

(c) Communal clashes in some 
parts of the country 
(if) Killing of some policemen 

46. Who granted the present site 
of Amritsar to Guru Ram bas’ 

(a) SherShah 
(M Akbar 
© Shahjahan 
(if) Aurangzeb 

47. The Strait which separates 
Asia from North Amenca is the. 

(a) Strait of Gibraltar 
(W Palk Strait 
(c) Strait of Malacca 
(if) Bemng Strait 

48. Match the following: 

1 Pressler (a) World Bank 

Chief 

2. Dunkel (b) Trade Repre¬ 

sentative 

3 Preston (c) Senator 

4 Carla Hills (<f) GATT 

(fl) 1-c, 2-d,3-a,4-b 

(W 1-d, 2-c,3-b,4-a 
(f) 1-b, 2-a, 3-c, 4-d 
(if) 1-b, 2-a, 3-d, 4-c 

49. Match the following: 

1. Garhwal (a) Starvation 

deaths 

2. Kalahandi (b) Caste violence 

3. Bara (c) Earthquake 
4 New Delhi (tf) International 

Publishers' 

Conference 

(a) 1-b, 2-a, 3-d, 4-c 

(b) 1-c, 2-a, 3-b, 4-d 

(c) l-a,2-b,3-c,4-d 

(d) 1-d, 2-a, 3-c, 4-b 

50. Aurora Borealis is the: 

(a) Atmospheric electricity 

(b) Largest satellite 

(c) Largest star 
(if) Nearest star 

51. Artesian wells are found in: 

(a) Igneous Rocks 

(W Sraimentary Rocks 
(c) Metamorohic Rocks 
(if) None of these 

52. Which of the following 
projects is the pint venture of Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Kar¬ 
nataka? 

(a) Nagarjuna Sagar 

(b) Telugu (3anga< 


(f) Dakshin Gangotri 

(d) Silent Valley 

53. Amongst the oil refineries in 
India the largest and the smallest 
refineries are lifted in: 

(a) Bombay, Cochin respec¬ 
tively 

(b) Bombay, Guwahati respec¬ 
tively 

(c) Mathura, Digboi respec¬ 
tively 

(if) Barauni, Guwahati respec¬ 
tively 

54. The Tropic of Cancer passes 
through: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra 
(if) Uttar Pradesh 

55. Which of the following is the 
most densely populated State in 
India’ 

(a) Kerala 

(b) West Bengal 
(f) Uttar Pradesh 
(tf) Madhya Pradesh 

56. Diamond Mines in India are 
found in: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Bihar 

(i) Madhya Pradesh ^ 

(if) Uttar Pradesh 

57 The moon is called a satellite 
of the earth because 

(a) it IS much smaller than the 
earth 

(b) It draws light from the sun 
via the earth 

(c) it revolves round the earth 
(if) it remains in position due 

to the gravitational pull of 
the earth 

58. Which of the following state¬ 
ments CANNOT BE ascribed to 
Mahatma Gandhi? 

(a) Ptilitics bereft of religion 
are a death-trap because 
they kill the soul 

(b) Cowards can never be 
moral 

(c) He who eats two grains 
must produce four 

(if) Man is born free but 
everywhere he is bound in 
chains 

59. Diabetes is caused due to the 
malfunctioning of: 

(a) Liver (h) Kidneys 

(f) Pancreas (if) Spleen 

60. The book 'Life Divine' has 
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been written by: 

(rt) Sn Aurobindo 
ib) Swami Sivanand 
(f) Swami Vivekanand 
(</) Dr Radhaknshnan 

61 Who amongst the following 
has written the PamhtUantral 

(/?) Bhababhiiti 
(h) Jaideva 
h) Kalidas 
Ui) Vishnu Sharma 

62 '(Operation Flood' is as¬ 
sociated with 

(a) Mood Control 

(h) Dairy Development 

(i) Construction ot Dams 
((/) None of the above 

6^ Goa, Daman and Dm were 
liberated from the Portuguese oc¬ 
cupation in the year. 

(rt) W54 
(W Whi¬ 
te) 1963 
UI) 1971 

64 When is Great Britain due to 


return Hong Kong to China? 

(a) 1998 
(W 1997 
(c) 2000 
W) 2001 

ANSWERS 

1. (c) 2. (<?) 3. (c) 

4 ib) (Sir John Marshall, Director 
General of Archaeology, 
declared in 1924 that a new 
civilization had been dis¬ 
covered in the Indus Valley 
by R.D. Banerjee in 1922.) 

5. W) 6. (r) 

7. (f)andW) 

8. (a) 9. (c) 10. id) 

11 (c) 

12. (a) (Mahavira's view was that 

God is "only the highest, the 
noblest and the fullest 
manifestation of all the 
powers which he la ten tin the 
soul of man".) 

13. (h) 14. (c) 

15. (c) (Buddha did not care for wor¬ 


ship and rituals.) 

16. id) 17. ib) 18. id) 

19. i/i) (Permanent peace is not pos¬ 

sible.) 

20. ib) 

21. id) (There was also the system of 

excise licences.) 


22. id) 

23. ib) 

24. ic) 

25. (c) 

26. (f) 

27. ie) 

28. ic) 



29. id) (He is rightly called the In- 


dian Einstein.) 


30. id) 



31. ib) (There was not a single revolt 


during his reign.) 

32. id) 

33. ic) 

34. ib) 

35. ia) 

36. ic) 

37. 01) 

38. id) 

39. ic) 

40. (c) 

41. ib) 

42 ib) 

43. id) 

44. ia) 

45. id) 

46. ib) 

47. id) 

48. ia) 

49. ih) 

50. ia) 

51. id) 

52. ib) 

53. ic) 

54. ib) 

55. ib) 

56. ic) 

57. ic) 

58. id) 

59. ic) 

60. ia) 

61. id) 

62. ib) 

63. ib) 

64 ib) 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Q. 1-9. Read the following pas¬ 
sage carefully and answer the ques¬ 
tions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases in the passage are 

S iven in BOLD to help you to locate 
lem while answering some of the 
questions. 

Once upon a time there lived a 
king who was very fond ot clothes. 
Rather than attending to the 
problems of his subjects, he was al¬ 
ways busy preparing new clothes for 
himself. 

One day the king ordered his 
minister to nave an exquisite robe 
made for him from the best weaver in 
the kingdom. The king wanted to use 
this new robe for the coming court 

E irocession. A smart young man came 
o know of the king's ambition. He 
went to the king's palace posing as 
the best weaver in tne kingdom and 
agreed to weave a beautiful robe for 
trie king He told the king that the 
robe would be not only beautiful but 
also magical. Only the vSrise would be 
able to see it. The king was delighted 
to hear the young man's words and 
urged him to start his work 

The young man set up his team m 
the palace. He asked for gold, jewels, 
and silk thread, but only pretended 
that he was weaving. Infact, he was 
not going to make any robe He only 
wanted to open the ^es of the king 
who had foraotten his duty towards 
his people. Tne minister came to en¬ 
quire about the progress of the weav¬ 
ing work. He was forced to admire 
the non-existing robe for fear that he 
might be considered stupid. When 
the young man announced that the 
robe was ready, the king came and 
admired his imaginary robe for the 
same reason. 

On the day of the court proces¬ 
sion a large number of people 


tered a word. A litHe girl from the 
crowd shouted loudly that there was 
no robe on the king's body. One by 
one others also joii^ her. The king 
realized his folly. He gave up his 

K and show and started taking 
»t in the well-bdi% of his sulv 

jects. 


1. The king admired his non¬ 
existing robe for rear that 

W he might lose his crown 

ib) he might be considered un¬ 
wise 

(r) he might be considered a 
clever ruler 

(d) he might be considered un¬ 
just 

(e) he might displease the 
young man 

2. The young man asked for 

gold, jewels, and silk thread in order 
to_. 

(a) make it seem that he is 
going to weave the king's 
robe 

(h) distribute them among the 
poor people 

(c) use them for weaving a 
beautiful robe lor himselt 

(d) take them home for his 
own use 

(e) prepare a beautiful as well 
as magical crown for the 
king 

3. The young man posed as the 

best weaver m the kingdom in order 
to__. 

(fl) make the king reali/ie his 
mistake 

(b) attend the court prixession 
along with the king 

(c) acquire gold, jewels and 
silk thread from the palace 

(d) gain entry into the palace 
and stay there 

(<’) get rewards from the king 

4. Which of the fol lowing sta te- 
ments is TRUE in the content of the 
passage? 

(a) The king spent consider¬ 
able time in attending to 
the problems of his sub- 
jects. 

(h) The king told the young 
man to prepare a magical 
robe for mm. 

(c) The young man protended 
to be the o^t weaver in the 
kingdom. 

(d) The King ordered his mini¬ 
ster to bring the young 
man to hb) pmace. 

(e) The minister advised the 
king to prt on a beautiful 

ff* robe on tlw occasion of the 


court procession. 

5. The minister praised the 
non-existing robe because- 

(rt) he did not want to dis¬ 
courage the young man. 

(b) he wanted to expose the 
vanity of the king. 

(c) he wanted to punish the 
young man. 

(d) he wanted the king to walk 
through the street half- 
naked. 

(f) he did not want to be called 
a ftHilish person. 

6. People started shouting that 
the king hau no robO on his body as 
soon as _ . 

(n) the king came out of the 
palace for the court proces¬ 
sion 

(b) they saw him walking 
along the street, halt- 
naked 

(c) the king came near the little 
girt who was .standing on 
tne street 

(d) the girl cried out that the 
king was without his robe 

(c) the king came near the 
jDwple gathered along the 
sides of the street _ 

7. The king ordered for a new 

robe because he wanted to_. 

(a) attend ' a religious 
ceremony 

(b) identify clever people in 
his kingdom 

(c) walk through the street 
with a magical robe on 

(d) test the weaving ski 11 of the 
young man 

(e) wear it on the occasion of a 
procession 

8. According to the young 
man, the robe prepared by him could 
be seen only by . _ . 

(a) the king 

(b) the little girl 

(c) the sensible people 

(d) the best weaver 

(e) the stupid people 

9. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is NOT TRUE in the context of 
the passage? 

(a) The young man did not 
weave any robe for the 
king. 
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{b) The little girl could not see 
tlie robe because she was 
not wise enough. 

(c) The young man told the | 
king that only the wise 
people would be able to 
see the magical n)be. 

(d) Both the king and the min¬ 
ister praised the beauty of 
the non-existing robe. 

(e) The king wanted his new 
robe to pc woven by none 
other than the best weaver I 
in the kingdom. 

Q. 10-12. Choose the word 
which is most NEARLY THE SAME 
in meaning as the word(s) given in 
BOLD as used in the passage: 

10. well-being 

(a) future (b) condition I 

(c) betterment (d) health | 
(e) affairs 

11. ambition 

(rt) desire (h) proclama- 
tion^ 

(c) decision (d) plan 
(e) request 

12. gathered 

(<?) appeared (b) collected 

(c) presented 

' (d) distributed (e) remained 

Q. 13-15. Choose the word 
which is most OPPOSTIE in mean¬ 
ing of the word given in BOLD as 
used in the passage: 

13. exquisite 

(ft) ugly (b) old 

(c) magical (d) cheap 

(e) expensive 

14. admire 

(a) disagree (h) disapprove 

(c) disappoint 

(d) displease (e) dispute 

15. delighted 

(a) disturbed 0) surprised 

(c) scared 

(d) uninterested 

(e) displeased 

Q. 16-30. Read each sentence to 
find out whether there is any gram¬ 
matical error in it. The error, it any, 
will be in one part of the sentence. 
The number of that part is the 
answer. If there is no error, the 
answer is 5 i.c., no error. 

16. The Central Government (1) 
accepted some of the (2) suggestions 
of the committee (3) regarding to this 
matter (4). No error (5). 

17. One or the other (1) of those 
boys have been (2) throwing stones at 

(3) our pet dog (4). No error (5). 

18. No sooner did I receive (1) 


the urgent mes.sage when (2) I started 
contacting (3) my friends and rela¬ 
tives (4). No error (5). 

19. Avinash is the most (1) intel¬ 
ligent of ail (2) the students studying 

(3) in this class (4). No error (5). 

20. The students stopped (1) 
talking and shouting (2) as soon as 
the teacher (3) enterra the classroom 

(4) . No error (5). 

21. Neither Usha nor her (1) 
younger sister Uma were (2) present 
in the house when (3) Shobha went to 
meet them (4). No error (5). 

22. It was her mother (1) who 
prevented her (2) from accepting the 
(3) job of a typist (4). No error (5). 

23. Police succeeded in (1) 
recovering the (2) stolen idol after (3) 
a thoroughly investigation (4). No 
error (5). 

24. Since it started (1) raining 

she decided (2) to not go out (3) for 
shopping (4). No error (5) I 

25. Had he been driving (1) his ! 
car carefully (2) he should have (3) j 
avoided the accident (4). No error I 

(5) . 

26. Although he is living (1) in 
this building for the last (2) ten years, 
he has not invited (3) any one to his 
house (4). No error (5). 

27. I would say that (1) Kashmir 
is one of (2) the finest places (3) 1 has 
ever visited (4), No error (5). 

28. The normal life of (1) the city 
was paralysed (2) on account to 
strong winds (3) and heavy rains (4). 
No error (5). 

29. Scarcely had I (1) opened the 
gate of the (2) bungalow then 1 saw 
(3) a dog running towards me (4). No 
error {5h 

30. The mother advised to (1) 
her child not to (2) play with the ball 
(3) inside the kitchen (4). No error (5). 

Q. 31-40. Pick out the most ef¬ 
fective word from the given words 
to fill in the blank to make the sen¬ 
tence meaningfully complete: 

31. Rakesh is sure__get¬ 

ting a first class in the coming ex¬ 
amination. 

(fl) of 0) at (c) in 

(d) over (c) on 

32. There was a huge^_ „at 

the Airport waiting for the Prime 

Minister. 

(fl) gathering 0) collection 

(c) people id) rush 

(e) number 

33. Neither Praveen nor 

Priya_present, in th^jjiouse 

yesterday. 


(fl) were (W did (c) are 
id) was (e) had 

34. Since Rakesh was not in his 

house, I decided to wait 
there_ __he came back. 

(fl) unless (h) if 
(c) after (If) till 
(c) when 

35. All the students_when 

the teacher entered the class room. 

(fl) arise 0) rose 
(c) rise (d) risen 

(c) arouse 

36. Neelu w^is advised by her 

teacher to give more atten¬ 
tion _her studies. 

(fl) at 0) for (t) to 

(d) about (c) of 

37. The patient was taken to the 
operation theatre since he__ an 
operation. 

(fl) needing 0) needful 
(c) needy (id needs 
(c) needed 

38. You may appoint _you 

think can do this work efficiently. 

(fl) whatsoever 
0) whichever 
(r) wherever 
id) whenever 
(c) whomsoever 

39. In the presence of a distin¬ 
guished gathering, he was 

sworn_ _as the Home Minister. 

(fl) at 0) off (c) over 

id) on (c) in 

40. Finally, he decided to do the 

work alone,__ _assistance from 

any one. 

(fl) taking 0) without 

(c) except (d) against 

(e) devoid 

Q. 41-45. Rearrange the fol¬ 
lowing five sentenses. A, B, C, D and 
E, in proper sequence so as to make 
a meaningful paragraph, then 
answer the questions given below 
them. 

(A) He then gave me his ad¬ 
dress and invited me to his 
house. 

(B) I asked him where he was 
staying. 

(C) I happened to meet Ar- 
vind while returning from 
office. 

(D) I also invited him to my 
house after giving my ad¬ 
dress. 

(E) He said that he was stay¬ 
ing near the railway sta- 

"tion. 

41. Which of the following 
should be the fourth sentence? 
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(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

42. Which of the following 

should be the third sentence? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

43. Which of the following 

should be the first sentence? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

44. Which of the following 

should be the last sentence? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

45. Which of the following 

should be the second sentence^ 

(1) A (2) B (.3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

Q. 46-50. In each sentence 
below, one word has been printed in 
BOLD. Below the sentence, five 
words are suggested, one of which 
can replace the word printed in 
bold, without changing the mean¬ 


OBJECnVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ing of the sentence. 

46. The examination is going to 
commence on Monday. 

(it) continue (h) finish 
(c) postpone (d) begin 
(c) cancel 

47. He declined to speak about 
the problem when I asked him. 

(a) refused (h) settled 

(f) promised (d) agreed 

(e) permitted 

48. Gandhiji had proposed the 
path of non-violence. 

(a) adopted (b) accepted 

(c) decided (d) suggested 

(e) followed 

49. The man looked at the piwr 
boy with contempt. 

(a) jealousy (b) concern 

(c) kindness (d) pity 

(e) disrespect 

50. I had to disclose,the informa¬ 
tion due to some reasons. 

(a) suppress (b) expose 

(f) review (d) discuss 


fe) prevent 

ANSWERS 

1. (b) 2. (a) 3. (It) 4. (c) 

5. (e) 6. (d) 7. ((-) 8. (c) 

9. (b) 10. (c) 11. (a) 12. (h) 

13. (a) 14. (h) 15. (e) 

16. (4)'regarding this matter' 

17. {2)'hasbcen^ 

18. (2) 'than' in place of 'then' 

19. (5) 20. (5) 

21. (2) 'was' in place of 'were' 

22. (5) 

23. (4) 'a thorough investigation' 

24. (3) 'not to go' 

25. P)'would nave' 

26 (1) 'although he has been living' 

27 (4) 'I have ever vLsited' 

28. (3) 'on account of' 

29 (3) 'when I saw' 


30. 

(1)'- 

to' is 

not 

required. 



31. 

(a) 

32. 

(a) 

33. 

(d) 

34. 

(d) 

35. 

(h) 

36. 

(c) 

37. 

(e) 

38. 

(e) 

39. 

(e) 

40. 

(b) 

41. 

(1) 

42. 

(5) 

43 

(3) 

44. 

(4) 

45. 

(2) 

46. 

(d) 

47 

(a) 

48. 

Of) 

49. 

(e) 

50. 

(b) 
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TEST OF REASONING-^ 


Find the odd>man out: 


1. (a) GDFH 

(b) SPRT 

(c) AX7B 

(d) KJI,M 

2. (a) MKNP 

(b) DBEG 

(c) Rreu 

(d) VTWZ 

3. (a) FECB 

(b) ONKJ 

(c) UFRQ 

(d) ZYWV 

4 (a) NJMK 

(b) YU XV 

(c) UPTQ 

(d) HDGE 

5 (a) GFDA 

(b) QPNK 

(c) SRPM 

(d) YWUR 

6 (a) YBDW 

(b) XCUE 

(t) PKMN 

(d) VEGT 


Words in the following questions have certain 
relationship. Mark your answers: 

A. If one is the product of another 
B If one is the cause of the other. 

C. If one belongs to the other 
D If one IS opposite of the other. 

E. If both belong to the same category. 

7 Volga: Brahamputra 
8. fungus: penicillin 
9 solar system • Mars 

10. pain: sprain 

11. land: state 

12. doubt:surety 

13. moment: time 

14. strain • fatigue 

15. typhoid: cancer 
According to a certain code: 

+ Means is bigger than 
+ Means is equal to 
X Means is smaller than 
% Means is not equal to 

Now study the relationship between given units 
and tick>mark ( V) the right answer. 

16. CandD -s A; B X D A? B 

(fl) A + B 
(fo) A X B 
(c) A + B 
W) Can't say 

17. AandC + BandC;A + D .-. B? D 

(rt) B + D 
(h) B + D 
(c) B % D 
(/O B X D 

18. AandB -»■ CandD;D+ B .•. C?A 
(rt) C X A 


(W C + A 

(c) C+ A 
id) Can't sav 

19. A + C;C X B; (B+ C) + D .-. A?D 
(a) A%D 

(W A + D 
(f) A f D 

(d) Can't say 

20. (BandD) + A;(AandB) + C .-. C?A 
(a) C + A 

(W C + A 

(c) C X A 

(d) Can't say 

If first thirteen letters of the alphabets were written 
in their proper order but leaving space between each 
two so that one more letter could fit in...A—B—C—D 
then the gaps were filled in with the remaining thirteen 
letters in their regular order, ending with Z... 

21 Which would be the sixth letter from the begin- 
. ning? 

! (a) F (h) O 

(c) P (d) Q 

22. Which letter would be between 20th letter from 
the beginning and ninth letter from the end? 

(a) ] (h) V 

(c) U id) H 

23. Which letter is third to the right of 15th letter from 
the left? 

(a) S (h) V 

(c) E id) H 

Find out the missing number 

24. 45;46;48;51;...;60. 

25. 1;1;1;2;4;8;3;...;27. 

26. 3; 6; 12; 6; 12;...; 12; 24; 48. 

27. 7; 9; 13; 21; 37;... 

28. 15; 23; 29; 34; 43;...; 32; 51. 

29. 6; 9; 12; 18; 18; 27;...; 36. _ 

30 5; 9; 14; 23; 37; 60;... 

Numbers in the following questions have certain 
relationship. Your task is to tick>mark the answer with 
similar relationship: 

31. 12:144 

(a) 10:140 
(W 15:135 

(c) 22:464 

(d) 20:400 

32. 75:57 

(a) 45:64 , 

(W 132:231 
(f) 81:49 
(d) 16:64 
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33. 27:9 

(o) 729:81 
(W 64:8 
(c) 125:5 
W) 135:15 

34. 7:24 

(fl) 11:43 
(W 19:58 
(c) 23:72 
W) 30:100 

35. 324:162 

(a) 64:36 

(b) 22 :10 

(c) 134:112 
W) 2:1 

36. In word OBLIGATION, interchange the places 
of 1st letter with 2nd, 3rd with fourth, 5th with 6th and 
so on and then write the whole set in reverse order. 
Which letter would be seventh from left? 

(a) I (b) I 

(r) G (d) T 

According to a certain code: 

'Mohan needs reliable security' is 1,2,3,4. 

'Security guards shall arrive' is 4,5,6,7. 

'Mohan will arrive tomorrow' is 3,5,8,9. 

'Reliable guards will reach' is 2,7,8,10. 

37. What IS the code for 'guards'? 

(rt) 5 {b) 6 

(c) 7 (d) 8 

38. According to this code, 'Security needs attention' 
will be' 

(rt) 2,4,11 

(b) 1,4,11 

(c) 4,5,11 

(d) 5,6,11 

If according to a code, 'HUMAN' is 'MZLTG', decode 
the following: 

39. CMTNE 

40. DBMHR 

41. If following words were arranged according to 
dictionary, which would be the fourth word from the 
beginning' 

(A) respect 

(B) resend 

(C) rascal 

(D) reptile 

(E) rej^t 

42. A family photograph consists of mother, father, 
son, daughter-in-law and daughter and son-in-law. 

All ladies in the photograph appear on the right of 
their husbands. 

Mummy and Daddy are not on any extreme end and 
their son and daughter are not near them. 

Who is fifth from the right? 

(a) son 
(h) salt's wife 

(c) daughter 

(d) daughter's husband ' 

43. 7 he total age of John, Salim, Rohit and their boss 


GENERAL INTELLIGENCB 


in years is 136. If you add John's and Salim's age, it is the 
age of the boss. If digits of John's age are reversM, you get 
Rohit's age. Rohit is 3 years older than Salim who is 6 
years older than John. 

What is the age of Rohit? 

(a) 29 
(W 32 
(f) 35 
(d) 30 

Five officers Sethi, Thawani, Mankad, Anand and 
Prasad are posted at Poona, Hyderabad, Gwalioi; Bom¬ 
bay and Dalhousie but not iiv the same order. Your task 
is to match the right parts on the basis of the statements 
given. 

Mankad and Anand are not posted at Hyderabad or 
Gwalior. 

Thawani and Prasad are not posted at Bombay or 
Dalhousie. 


Sethi and Anand are not posted at Bombay or Poona. 
Prasad is not posted at Poona nor Sethi at Hyderabad. 

44. Sethi (A) Poona 

45. Thawani (B) Hyderabad 

46 Mankad (C) Gwalior 

47. Anand (D) Bombay 

48. Prasad (E) Dalhousie 

Seven villages A, B, C, D, E, F and G are situated as 
follows: 

A is two miles to the south of D. 


C is one mile to the north of E 
F is between D and B (exactly in the middle). 
G is two miles to the east of C. 

A IS two miles to the east of E. 

B15 one mile to the east of F 

49. Which two villages are the farthest? 

(a) B and E 
(h) C and A 

(c) F and E 

(d) BandG 


50. How far is G from D and in which direction? 

(a) 1 mile—east 

(b) two miles—north 

(c) 1 mile—south 

(d) one mile—west 

Two subjects from Economics, History, Geography 
and Political Science have been offered by Abhay, 
Beena, Chandra and Dhruv. Each student has opted for 
two subjects and each subject has been opted by two 
students only. Study the statements given below and 
write the letter of the combination against the name of 
the student. 

A. Economics and History. 

B. Economics and Geography. 

C. Economics and Political Science. 

D. History and Geography. 

E. History and Political Science. 

F. Political Science and Geography. 
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“il Abhay □ 

52 Beena □ 

5"^ Chandra □ 

54 Dhruv □ 

A team of 4 is to be selected from A, B, C, D, E, F and 
G. 

A and B cannot be together 
D and G must be together 
F and B cannot be together 
E and G must not be together 
C and B must be together 
F and t must be together 

55 The final team will be 

(«) ABCG (b) BCDF 

(i) AEFG 
ill) BCDG 

In a colony of 118, there are two men less than 
women and two boys more than girls. There are 54 more 
grown-ups than boys and girls. 

56 How many women are there’ 

(a) 52 

(h) 49 
(c) 47 
W) 44 

57 How many boys are there’ 

(fl) 21 i 

(h) 17 
(c) 22 
W) 20 

In following questions. A, B, C and D have a certain 


relationship with the lead word but one of them is 
slightlv different from the others. Your task is to tick- 
mark this odd-man. 

58 INDIVIDUAL 

(A) DIVIDE 

(B) INDIAN 

(C) LADY 

(D) DENTAL 

59 COMPONENTS 

(A) MOUNT 

(B) PACE 

(C) NOUN 

(D) SONNET 

60 AESTHETIC 

(A) SHELTER 

(B) CHEATER 

(C) CHANT 

(D) THIEF 

61 GENERAL 

(A) RANGE 

(B) NEVER 

(C) LARGE 

(D) AGE 

62 RESPECTABLE 

(A) CABLE 

(B) STALE 

(C) REPEAT 

(D) TABLE 

63 In a group of children, Mona is 6th from the top 
and 11th from the end The number of children in the class 


(A) 15 
(C) 17 


(B) 16 

(D) None of these 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to find out which of the answer figures would be the next one if the series continued. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWERS FIGURES 


0 0 + 0 

64 OV + OAO OVO + AO 

0 + 00 

(/ ^ 

65 o 'S' o q)— 

__ 

O Q \) 


+ 

0 

im 
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+ 

OAO 

0 

+ V 0 
0 

m 

OVO 

+ 

OVO 

o 

/O'^N 

0 

? 

9\ 


/O ^ 





"a 

V 

□ —+ 

A 

□ —+■ 

A 

4— □ 


/‘V 

□ 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 

(d) 

2 

id) 

3 ib) 

4. 

(0 

5 

id) 

6 

ib) 

7. E 

8. 

A 

9 

C 

10 

B 

11. C 

12 

D 

13 

C 

14 

B 

15 E 

16 

(c) 

17 

in) 

18. 

ia) 

19 id) 

20. 

ib) 

21 

to 23 

ANBOCPDQ 

ERFSGTH1 

U I V 

'}W 



MZ 





21. 

(c) 






22. 

(a) 






23 

(b) 






24. 

55. 

The numbers have 

difference of 1, 

2,3, 

4,... 

25 

9 

The senes 

> IS a, a^ a 

^•b,b^b^.. 



26 

24. 

Numbers 

are in sets of 3—x; 2x; 4x.. 



27 69 Goon adding 2; 4; 8; 16; 32.. to numbers. 


28. 92. The digits of first five numbers are reversed in the 

next set. 

29. 24. There are two series alternately arranged, 6, ll2, 

18 .and9,18,27,36... 

30. 97. Each number is the total of its two preceding nu m- 

bers. 

31. (d) The relationship is X: 

32. (b) The digits are reversed. 

33. (a) The relationship is x'^: x^ 

34. (c) The relationship is x^: (x x 3) +3 

35. (d) The relatioaship is 2x: X 

36. (a) The arrangement being ONTIGALIOB 

37. tind 38. Match common words with common numbers. 

37. (c) 

38. (« 

39. and 40. Code the letters with preceding letters in the al¬ 

phabetical order and reverse them. 

39. FOUND 40. SINCE ^ 41. A 42. (b) 

43. ib) 44. C 45. A 46| D 

47. E 48. B 49. (a) 50. (c) 


51. C 52 B 53. D 54. E 

55 (d) 56. W) 57. (W 

58. D. The word has two letters E and T which are not in 

the lead word, others have one only. 

59. D. All the letters are from the lead word, others have 

one letter which is not from the lead word. 

60. A. The word has two out-sidcrs, others have one. 

61. B. It is the only word with an out-sider. 

62. C. In other words, letters from the lead word have 

been used without changing order. 

63. B 

For answering non-verbal questions study the move¬ 
ment or changes in each figure separately, 

64. B. Triangle tilts alternately, the '+' sign moves clock¬ 

wise, skipping one step extra each time. 

65. E. Flag goes to diagonal comers, the other figure goes 

round changing alternately. 

1 66. D. The movement of the mam figure is clockwise with 
' inner circle getting bigger and smaller by turns. 

Plus sign tilts and moves along four comers, 

67. B. Square has anti-clockwise three point movement 

pointed by arrow and triangle covers another 
three points. 

68. A. One bracket changes direction by turns. 

69. A. Circle changes place and the figure has one arm 

extra. 

70. C. Bracket and figures are added according to a 

definite pattern and when one set is complete, the 
figure in the centre turns upside down. 

71. D, Circle and square change direction and have anti¬ 

clockwise movement, the third one right and left. 

72. B. One line changes by turns. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


ODD-MAN OUT 


Find the odd-man out: 

1. (a) biscuits 
((,) cake 
(f) bread 

2 (fl) bus 
(c) train 
(c) trolly 

3. (d) moon 
(c) mango 

(e) pearl 

4. (a) winter 
(c) warm 

(f) summer 

3. (a) raid 
(c) ambush 
(e) defence 

6. (a) chair 
(c) cow 

(?) leopard 

7. (a) skirt 

(c) trousers 
(?) shorts 

8. (a) Bhopal 
(c) Agra 
(?) Cmcutta 


ANALOGIES 


Words in questions given below have certain 
relationship! Tick-mark the choice with similar relation¬ 
ship: 

9. teeth.chew 

(a) cheek: complexion 

(b) read : write 

(c) head: brain 

(cO hammer: break 

10. missile; arms 

(a) school: education 

(b) millet: grain 

(c) factory: production 

(d) aeroplane: sky 

11. hair: wool 

(a) sugarcane: sugar 

(b) cloth:yam 

(c) furniture: table 

(d) silk:cotton 

12. wrestler: arena 

(a) cricket: pitch 

(b) teacher: students 


(c) dancer:stage 

(d) doctor: operation 

13 elevation: depression 
(rt) pain: medicine 

(b) stupidity: intelligence 

(c) fatigue: exhaust 

(d) metre: yard 

14. dreams: sleep 
(rt) dew: ni^t 
(h) pillar: building 

(c) studies: examination 

(d) shelves: library 

15 tiger:deer. 

(a) crow:bird 

(b) black-board; school 

(c) pollution: environment 

(d) pen: pencil 

Tick-mark (V) the right relation on the basis of the 
statements given. 

□ means son of 
A means daughter of. 

() means wife of. 

= means husband of. 

II means brother of. 

% means sister of. 

16. B IS % A; A is □ C and B is A D, then 

(a) CisA D 

(b) Ci&()D 
(?) Disll C 
(d) Cis%D 

17. D is not □ B; C is () B; A is □ C andll D, then 
(rt) DisAC 

(b) Dis = C 

(c) Disll C 

(d) Dis%C 

Among five children, D is taller than E but shorter 
than B and C is shorter than A who is not as tall as E. 

18. Who is the tallest? 

(a) A 

(W B 
(?) C 
(d) D 
(?) E 

19. If the children were made to stand according to 
height, the tallest being the first, who would be the fourth 
one? 

Ot) A 
(W B 
' (c) C 

(d) D 

(e) E 


(b) chocolate 
(d) pastry 

(b) tram 
(d) engine 

(b) orange 
(d) ball 

(b) autumn 
(d) spring 

(b) assault 
(d) attack 


(b) crow 
(d) stool 


(b) blouse 
(d) pantaloons 

(b) Chandigarh 
(d) Patna 
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20 Mr Gupta started from point S, he drove for two 
kilometres towards east^ then turned right and drove for 
another three kilometres, he again tum^ right and went 
one more kilometre, then he turned left and drove for one 
kilometre and finally turned right and drove one kilometre 
and reached his destination 'O' 

I low far IS D from S as the crow flies’ 

(tf) V2^ + 22kms 
(fi) V2^ + 32kms 
(t) 4 kilometres 
W) S kilometres 

A nine kilometre long circular road has been chosen 
for an 18 kilometres long walk. A and B started from a 
definite point in opposite direction at a speed of 5 k.p.h. 
and 4 k.p.h. respectively. 

21 When would they both meet’ (Time in hours & 
minutes) 

(rt) 80 minutes 
(fi) 90 minutes 

(c) 1 hr 

(d) 75 minutes 

22 How far would they be from the starting point 
when they meet again’ 

{a) 2kms 
(h) 1 km 
(t) 4 kms 
(</) 3 kms 

Given below are three positions of the same dice. 
Study them and answer the questions that follow: 



23 What number is opposite '2'’ 

(fl) 1 

(b) 3 
(t) 5 
(d) 6 

24 What number will replace question mark’ 





• 
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(b) cabb 
(f) ebeb 
id) bacc 

26 ab45aa-cba-bcba-bcb 

(a) ebaa 

(b) ceba 

(c) aebb 
id) baca 

27 ab-b-cbacba-ba-cabcb 
(a) caba 

ih) aebe 
(() beeb 
id) ebbb 

28 b-cacab-bac-cabab-ca 
in) abac 

ib) aaac 
(() aaaa 
id) bbac 

Hck-mark the mirror image of the following words: 

(29) EXACTLY 

(a) YJTOAXE 

(b) 3XA0TJY 

(c) YJT0AX3 

(d) YLTDVX3 

(30) FATHER 

(a) 51A1H33 

(b) 513HTA3 

(c) 3ATH35! 

(d) JVTH32i 


SYLLOGISM 


TYPE I 

In quesfum<i ^wen Mow, a statement is follmivd by m 
[duatwiis I and ll Mark your answers 

ia) if only 1 is implicit 

ib) if only II IS implicit 

(c) if both I and II are impliat 
id) if either 1 or II is implicit 
(c) if neither I nor II is imphat 


ia) 3 

ib) 4 
(c) 5 
id) 6 

Hck'inark the right choice to fill in blanks in ques- 
tions given below: 

25 a-acab-caba-aba-a 
(a) bebe 


Statement 

31 An important topic discussed at an International 
Conference was the role of goat as an ecological agent 

Implications 

I Goats of different species were present at the 
conference 

II Ckiats help in mamtaming ecological balance 
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(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ («/) U (f) □ 

Statement: 

32. Some of the small screen stars are regular M.B.B.S. 
doctors. 

Imphcatiom: 

I. Acting is one t>f the topics prescribed in the syl¬ 
labus of mt>dical science. 

II. Acting is a hobby with some of the doctors. 

(fl) □ ib) U k) □ W) □ (<?) □ 

Statement: 

33. Buyers are very much impressed by the way an 
article is packed. 

Impltcations 

I. Attractive packing increases sale. 

II. Consumers are not at all bothered about the 
quality of a well packed item. 

(a) □ (h) □ k) U (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

34. Scandals ruin a politician's life. 

Implications: 

I. Public expects a clean record and clean life from 
their political leaders. 

II. For people other than politicians, scandals do no 
harm. 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ k) □ 

Statement: 

35. Jazz is popular with the new generation only. 
Implications: 

I. The older generation prefers soft traditional 
music. 

II. The new generation is fond of loud boisterous 
music. 

(fl) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ k) □ 

TYPE 11 

In questions given below, a question is follmocd bp prob¬ 
able answers land II. Tick-mark (V ) pour answers: 

(fl) if I is enough to answer the question. 
ih) if only II is enough to answer the question. 

(c) if both 1 and II are needed to answer the question. 
Id) if either I or 11 is sufficient to answer the question. 
k) if neither 1 nor II aa* sufficient to answer the ques¬ 
tion. 

36. Who is A's brother? 

I. B is sister of A. 

II. C is B's brother. 

(fl) U k) □ (c) □ (rf) □ (c) □ 

37. Who is shortest among A, B, C and D? 

I. B and D are of the same height. 

II. A is taller than C who is shorter than D. 

(fl) □ (W □ k) □ Id) □ k) □ 

38. How many volumes of this particular en¬ 
cyclopaedia have been published? 

I. The public library has just bought seven 
volumes. 


II. A college library has nine volumes. 

(fl) □ (^ □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

39. Who among A, B, C and D was caught by the 
police? 

1. B was out of station while A and D hid in a thick 
forest. 

II. A ferocious looking dog chased C for quite a 
distance. 

(fl) □ (b) (c) □ (rf) □ k) □ 

40. Why was the publication of the local newspaper 
stopped? 

F. It wasn't upto standard hence no one liked to buy 
it. 

FI. The paper could not get'sufficient supply of 
paper nor a good staff. 

(fl) □ (W □ k) □ (d) □ k) □ 

41. What IS the patient suffering from? 

I. The patient was admitted to hospital for certain 
tests. 

IF. The patient has a cyst which is malignant. 

(fl) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

42. Where is the city X exactly situated? 

1 X is situated on the banks of the river Ganga. 

II. Itis82°Eand 31°N. 

(fl) □ ib) U k) □ (d) U k) □ 

TYPE III 

In questions given beloio, statements 1 and 2 are followed 
bp conclusions I and II. Taking the stdtements to be true 
although thep map appear at imnance with the commonip 
accepted facts, tick-mark pour answers as under: 

(fl) Only I follows. 
k) Only II follows. 

(c) Both 1 and IF follow. 

(d) Either I or II follows. 
k) Neither I nor IF follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All rocks are pebbles. 

2. All pebbles are bricks. 

Conclusions: 

I. All bricks are rocks. 

II. All rocks are bricks. 

(fl) □ k) □ k) □ id) □ k) □ 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some cups are glasses. 

2. All glasses are spoons. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some cups are spoons. 

II. Some glasses are not cups. 

(a) □ k) □ (c) □ id) □ k) □ 

Statements: 

45. 1. All players are tall. 

2. Some tall per^ns are fat. 

Conclusions: , 

I. No player is fat. 

II. Some players are fat. 
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(d) □ (W □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some children wear ornaments. 

2. Some ornaments are artificial. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some children wear artificial ornaments. 

II. Some ornaments are real. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) U (e) □ 

Statements: 

47. 1. Most of the people sleep by 11 P.M. 

2. All thefts take place after 1 A.M. 

Conclusio7ts: 

1. Thieves sleep from 11 P.M. to 1 A.M. 

II. Houses of people who do not sleep at 11 P.M. are 
safe from thefts. 

in) □ (b) U (c) U (d) U (c) □ 

Statements: 

48. 1. All dcKtors are shy. 

2. Santosh is shy. 

ConUusions: 

I. &uitosh is a doctor 

II. Santosh is not a doctor. 

(fl) □ ib) □ if) □ id) □ ie) U 

Statements- 

49. 1. All papers are black-berries. 

2. Some olack berries have red spots. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some papers have red spots. 

II. Some black berries are not paper. 

in) □ (/)) LJ ic) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

50. 1. Only those buildings are pink which are not 

blue. 

2. Only some blue buildings have windows. 
Conclusions: 

I. Pink buildings do not have windows. 

II. Some blue buildings do not have windows. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

TYPE IV 

In questions ifiveii below, a situation has been explained in 
a few sentences followed by a conclusion. You have to say 
whether the conclusion: 

ia) necessarily follows from the statements. 

ib) is only a long drawn one. 

ic) definitely does not follow from the statements. 

id) is doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 
Note: Youranswers should only be in the light of the statements 

given. 

Statements: 

51. 1. Satyajit Ray was awarded the Oscar while he lay 
critically ill in a hospital. 

2. As a tradition, the avenue for such awards is 
beautifully decorated. 

3. There is a cultural programme as well. 


Conclusion: The whole hospital was beautifully decorated 
and a cultural programme was arranged as 
well. 

ifl) □ ib) □ ic) □ id) □ 

Statements: 

52. 1. Government appoints special committees to in¬ 
vestigate controversial matters. 

2. TheGovemment decisions are based on the report 
of the concerning committee. 

3. The govt has ordered for a certain construction to 
be demolished. 

Conclusion: The Committw appointed for investigating 
this matter recommended demolition of the 
construction. 

ia) □ ib) □ ic) □ id) □ 


Statements: 

53. 1. Madam X, a leading politician accused Mr Y, a 

minister, of insulting her while on an official tour. 
2. Mr Y does not befong to Madam X's political 
party. 

Conclusion: The accusation of Madam X against Mr Y was 
a political stunt. 

ia) □ ib) □ ic) U id) □ 

Statements: 

54. 1. Legal notices have been sent to Pakistan television, 

authorities for violating International Copyright 
Act. 

2. The notice was sent by the Asian TV Service of the 
B.B.C 

Conclusion: The Pakistan TV used some of the B.B.C. 

programmes to serve its purpose without 
prior permission. 

ia) □ ib) U ic) □ id) □ 


Statements: 

55. 1. Victims of mental stress often become short- 

tempered. 

2. Mahendra is short-tempered by nature. 

Conclusion: Mahendra is under some mental stress. 
ia) □ ib) □ (r) □ ^) □ 

Statements: 

56. 1. Stjphisticated drawing-rooms are often adorned 

with rural motifs. 

2. Rural artists are very simple people. 

Conclusion: The owners of these drawing-rooms have 
very simple taste. 

(a) □ ib) □ ic) □ id) □ 

TYPEV 

In making decisions about important questions, it is 
desirable to be able to distinguish behveeti strong arguments 
and weak arguments so far as they are related to the question. 
Weak arguments may not be directly related to the question, 
may he of minor importance or may be related to some trivial 
aspect of the question. Each question given below is followed by 
two arguments numbered I and II. You have to decide which of 
the arguments is strong and which is weak; then decide which 
of the answers given below and numbered (a), (h), (c), (d) and 
(e) is the correct answer. 


(a) Only I is strong. 
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(h) Only II is strong. 

(c) Both 1 and II are strong. 

W) Either I or II is strong. 

(e) Neither I nor II is strong. 

57. Are proposals to convert one of the uninhabited 
islands of the Andamans into gambling heaven for tourists 
a wise choice? 

I. Yes, it would bring in a lot of foreign exchange. 

II. No, the environmental wealth and isolated 
beauty of these islands would be destroyed. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ W) □ (e) □ 

58. Does dress consciousness add to personality? 

I. Yes, dressing up in suitable style for the right 
occasion gives confidence and weightage to per¬ 
sonality. 

II. No, a dress conscious person is unable to con¬ 
centrate on his/her job or other responsibilities. 

(a) □ (« □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

59. Can an outsider solve a family problem? 

I. Yes, a much respected outsider to whom the 
whole family listens, usually puts forward the 
right solution. 

II. No, the members must reach to the root of the 
problems themselves and then find out the right 
solution. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

60. Do bank-strikes affect the general public? 

I. Yes, taxi drivers and rickshaw-pullers earn less as 
business is paralysed. 

II. No one has extra money to deposit everyday, 
hence the general public is not affected. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE VI 

A private companif ivarits to recruit bonie guards. The 
qualification^ arc as folhws: 

The candidate must be a citizen of India. 

The age of the candidate should be between 25 to 35; 
however if the candidate is an ex-policeman, the General 
Manager will recommend him to the selection committee 
even if he is 40. For ex-army men, the age limit is 45 but the 
recommendation would be by the Se^rity Officer. If the 
candidate was awarded Vir Chakra during his service, the 
General Manager can relax his age upto 50 years. 

The height of the candidate should be five feet and six 
inches or above In case of Vir Chakra holder there is no 
limit regarding height. 

The candidate should be at least Higher Secondary but 
for Vir Chakra holder, academic qualification is no bar. 

On the basis of data given below, mark your answers as 
under: 

A. The candidate is directly selected. 

B. The candidate is selected on the recommendation 
of the Security Officer. 

C. The candidate has been recommended by the 
General Manager. 


D. Information is not sufficient so die application is 
not entertained. 

E. The candidate is rejected 

61. Inder is 28, his height is 6 ft and 1 inch; he has 
passed Higher Secondary Examination in first division. 

AQ BQ CQ DU EU 

62. John is a citizen of India. He is 27 years old, his 
height is 5 feet and 8 inches and he has passed Higher 
Secondary Examination. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

63. Kaushal is 5 ft. 9 inches, he is i citizen of India, is 
32 years old and has passed B.A. , 

AU BU CU DU EU 

64. 48-year old Laxman is 5 ft 4 inches, he is an ex¬ 
army man and received Vir Chakra for his services. He is a 
citizen of India and failed in High School twice. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

65. Mahendra, a citizen of India, passed B.A. He is an 
ex-army man and is 31 years old. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

66. A Vir Chakra holder ex-army person Naresh is 52 
years old. He is a citizen of India and a saencc graduate. 
His height is 5 ft 8 inches. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

67. An ex-policeman, Omkar is 39 years old, has a 
height of 5 ft 7 inches. He is a graduate and a citizen of 
India. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

68. 38-year old Prakash, a citizen of India, is 5 ft 6 
inches. He is a graduate and an ex-policeman. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

TYPE VII 

In questions given below, Assumption A is followed by 
Reasons RI and Rll. Apply RI and Rll to A and tick mark your 
answers as under: 

A. Only RI is the reason for A. 

B. Only RII is the reason for A. 

C. Both RI and Rll are reasons for A. 

D. Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

E. Neither RI nor RII is the reason for A. 

69. A. In construction work, women workers are 
paid less than men labourers. 

RI. Men need more money than women. 

RII. Women do not fight for their rights. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

70. A. People in village usually live in mud houses. 

RI. Mud houses are very cool. 

RII. The villagers are too poor to afford stone and 
brick construction. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

71. Employees in big cities start from home well in 
time yet get late sometimes. 

RI. They are often caugfi^ in traffic jam. 

RII. Bus services at times are not very punctual. 

AU BU CU DU EU 
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72 A Candidates get nervous when they face the 
interview board 

RI They are not well-prepared 
RII They know they shall be harassed by the mem¬ 
bers of the Boaid 

A U BU CU D Q £□ 


diagrams of all probabthties and then reach a fool-proi^ con¬ 
clusion 


1 (b) 

2 (a) 


5 (e) 

6 (b) 

7 (b) 

8 (t) 

9 (d) 

10 (b) 

11 (a) 

12 (r) 

n (b) 
14 (a) 
18 (d) 

16 (b) 

17 (rt) 

18 (b) 

19 (a) 

20 (t) 

21 (l) 

22 (b) 

23 (c) 

24 (a) 

28 on 

26 (a) 

27 (d) 

28 (c) 

29 (c) 

30 (b) 

31 (?) 

32 (b) 

33 (a) 

34 («) 

35 (c) 

36 (c) 

37 (?) 

38 (?) 

39 (fl) 

40 (d) 

41 (b) 
42. (1>) 

The 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

All the others are baked items 

All the others move on tracks 

All the others are sphencal 

All the others are seasons 

All the others are forms of attack 

It IS the only one with two legs, others have four 

It IS the only one that one wears above waist 

All the others are capitals of States 

It IS the Item and its funchon relationship 

The relahonship is that of a particular item and the 

general category to which it belongs 

One IS made from the other 

The relationship is that of performer and the place 

of performance 

The words are opposites 

One takes place during the other state 

Both are different items of thcisame category 


The series is ab/ac/ab/ac/ 

The senes is abeba/abeba/ab 
The senes is abcb/bcba/cbab Fir 
mg the last one in the next set 
The senes is baca/caba/baca/caba 


First letter becom- 



TaHpbymfrc) (f«|J 





ARTIF 






Red Spots I P { H-+R5P 



•Lt 

RMl Spolf 


next set of questions is best answered by drawing 


(b) 82 (fl) 53 (d) 84 (fl) 

0) 56 (r) 87 (b) 58 {a) 

(c) 60 (?) 

D Information abou I nahonality is lacking 
A All qualifications are fulfilled 

A The candidate possesses all the required qualifica¬ 
tions 

C The candidate was awarded Vir Chakra hence 'C' 
D Height of the candidate is not mentioned 
E The candidate is above 50 
C Ex-policemen are recommended by the G M 
C Same as above 
E 
B 
C 
E 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your W( 

1 arrogate; (n) don.Uo (b) dofond (() offer (lO as¬ 
sume 

2 behest: (it) lx*li<uu)ur (/>) emtrtion (t) orders (d) 
ri\]uest 

1 comatose: (</) fasK/>) sleepv U) toast {(/)de\elop- 

ing 

4 disquisition: (a) repoit (b) explosion (i) motion 
((/) progress 

"i exculpate: (n) finish (b) enjov (t) spi>ak (d) free 
(■> forage (u) (a) tra\ el (/') fiv (t) research (d) search 

7 gloss fi') (a) rest (/>) treat U ) leter (d) console 

8 hitchfi') (a)fasten(/>)obstructU)relieve(d)flow 
idyllic: (a) idle (b) notorious (i) peaceful (d) noisy 

10 limbo: (a) depiession (/») recession (i) neglected 
(d) height 

11 niffed: (a) sad (/>) annoyed (i) desperate (d) help 

3rd Power 

fill 

12 nettle Oi) (n) explanation (b) definition (c) expul¬ 
sion (if) irntatioii 

1 onus: (it) duty (h) negligence (r) ignorance (d) in¬ 
vitation 

14 panegyric; (n) pain (b) pr.us# (i) protest (d) cor¬ 
rection 

1 ruminate: (/)) shirk (b) shrink U ) expand (d) think 

lb subaltern: (a) sub-standard (b) begging (t) in 
ferior (d) sharp 

17 trigger (a) cause (b) propose (t) engage (d) sup¬ 
pose 

18 vapid: (it) \ ital (/>) dull (t) priceless (if) virtuous 

b) wallop; (it) jump (b) fall (i) creep (if) hit 

20 xerox: (it) produce witness (h) produce copies (i) 
imitate (if) describe' 

ANSWERS 

1 arrogate' (</) assume, take, usurp 

11 luffed. (/>) aiinoyc*d 

—Nu generation should be allowed to in m^uh to itsell (he 

—She was a bit iiiffcd that he had torgotlcn her name 

right to destroc the elements nts.essarv for the sure i\ al ot the next 

12 nettle (n): (if) irritation annov.ince vexation 

2 behest' (i ) orders 

—In oaier to impart clarit) and coherence h> India s nuclear 

—The suh\ ersi\ e fon.es am hell bent to imate distirder in this 

policy, the nuclear in Ith has got to be grasped 

countn at the /'(/itst ot their tutors acrc>ss the borders 

IT onus: (it) duly, responsibility 

T comatose: (h) sleepy, dnm sv coma 

—Thenmis ot setting light thecxonomic mess in thecountrv 

—While changes mav be essential to revive a uiaw/ose 

lies on all ol iis 

economy, the man on the shop tlmw should nut be forgotten 

14 panegyric. (/>) praise (in wriling/speaking) 

4 disquisition: (a) mport/account (spoken/writlen) 

—We are usajd to hearing iwlv juiuvyiits aKiUt our leaders 

—-Fhe judge ordemd the investigating olticial to give a clear 

from those who constitute the government 

lll•<l]llMlloll on the suspect's involvement in the crime 

IT ruminate; (if) think (deeply), pondw, meditate 

s exculpate: W) fnv/clear (from shame/charge) 

—The meeting was called to niiiiinnii on rm.'itt evemh m the 

—Almost ev ervone in India is trying hani tc> t m ii/jw/i himself 

sub-a>ntinent 

and shift the blanu' to scvmeone else 

1b subaltern: (i) inferior rank subordinate 

b forage frt (if) scan h, hunt 

—Most Third World countries are so dependent for arms. 

— CTne gniiip left the camp to fiirinft lor firevv ix>d and the othw 

credit and technokigv on the West that they are in danger of fuming 

for water 

into sri/w/fenis 

7 gloss ft’>: (/') treat (brieflv/incompletelv) 

17 triggen (i>) cause, set an action 

—When the minister was'gnlled in the house he lric*d to,i;/iiss 

—The consumerisl culture has tiiK^wd oti increased 

over tlw aw kw ard tacts of the cast* 

atnHities on women 

S hitch <v)i (i» fasten, attadv, hwk 

18 vapid; (b) dull, uninteresting, lifeless 

—^The car that had met w ith an accident was hitched on to a 

—The speakw used pomptms expressuw but his discintrse 

truck 

proved iw/nif m the extreme 

9 Idyllic (i ) peaceful, pleasant 

19 wallop: (if) hit, thrash, defeat (in contest/match) 

—Rapid industrialisation has played havix; with the iih/llii 

— The miscreant was thoroughly nw/fnjirtt bv the people 

landscape of the countryside 

before being handed over to the polia' ’ 

10 limbo: (i)neglc\ted, nowhere, uncertain 

20 xerox: (h) produce aipurs 

—^The pnijc'cl must ivmain in hiiilv until the committee makes 

—i got my university degiees^’^wrcif befote applytng &>r the 

Its deasion 
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TOPICAL ESSAY 




Problems of Poverty and 
Illiteracy 


I NDIA IS .I leinci of paradoxiN and 
now here else in the world aie Ihev 
so prominent and pronouiutd as one 
finds them here Despite stupendous 
strides in the fields tit science and 
technology agriculture and industry 
the country ctintinues to face a host 
of challenges and chagrins like the 
spectre ot pounding poyeity and ig 
noniinious(shameful) illiteracy Lven 
after ha\ ing executed se\ en Fiye \ear 
Plans, statistics roll out frightening 
tacts and hair raising figures ot near 
ly 40 per cent people li\ ing below the 
poverty line and about SO per cent 
population unable to lead and w rite 

According to the' National 
Sample Suivey Data the proportion 
of the ptxiple below the poverty line 
did not go down between 1483-84 
and 1986-87 despite large expendi 
tures incurred by the government on 
anti-poyerty programmes Close to 
SO per cent continue to be poor, about 
20 per cent of them not haying even 
two square meals a day There is no 
doubt that inflation anil perverse in¬ 
come-policies of the regime are cut¬ 
ting into the (xjckets of the vast poor, 
anci aie thus defeating even the 
trickle-down effects of anti-poverty 
programmes The pursuit and 
promotion of elitist consumerism in 
this situation seems to be not merely 
inappropriate but also grossly vul¬ 
gar On the literacy front also the pic¬ 
ture problem is tcxi depressing and 
disgusting to be allowed to go un¬ 
tackled for long 

India IS today the world's largest 
producer of illiterates and child 
labourers Eighty two million 
children between the ages of six and 
fourteen—half the Indian children in 


this age group—do not attend sc hool 
fhiv do not have to since primary 
schcxil education is not compulsory 
Between 1961 and 1981, the total 
number of adult illiterates m India 
inca’ased by 3 million pei year from 
333 to 437 million Othei dev t loping 
countries have done fai better than 
India in this regard The iitcracv 
ligures ot Indonesia (74' ), China 
(73'0 South Korea (9()' ), to name a 
few should staitle us to take a fresh 
look at the menace ot increasing il 
literacy among our masses par¬ 
ticularly women and take 
lesult onentc'd steps to stem the rot if 
we really moan to break the tortuous 
triangle of illiteracy population and 
poverty by the turn ot this cen¬ 
tury 

Demographers and planners 
hold the onsl.iught ot burgeoning 
population as the vicious villain of 
the unfolding diama ot the absurd 
where, despite the ushering in ot the 
Green Revolution the upward 
moving finger ot explcrding 
numbers has rendere>d most of our 
marching steps on the road to 
economic progress and prosperity an 
exercise of minus cancelling plus , 
leading to scxial tensions and politi 
cal instability The tiicky triangle of 
illiteracy, population and poverty 
feeding and brc'eding on each other 
without remorse and respite, is get 
ting more and more dislortcxl every¬ 
day and like a nightmare it is staring 
us in the face with irksome tmphea 
tions, the contours of which are high 
ly bi/arre and bewildenng 

There are many reasons why 
birth rates am affected by improvc-d 
welfare The spread of education con 


ti ibutes to the motivation tor reduced 
tamily si/e Education and literacy 
make information about birth control 
technique's more accessible More im¬ 
portant changes which cxcur m the 
values ot c'ducated persons, as they 
liMi 11 to quc'stion traditional practices 
of their parents affect their attitudes 
toward family si/e Ihe correlation 
betw een small family si/e and female 
c'diication IS particularly high, ns 
women gam independent social 
status, thev become increasingly ac¬ 
tive outside the home and are in¬ 
clined to limit family si/e as a 
result 

Only when a large poition of a 
national population gams access to 
modern social and economic ser¬ 
vices -such as education, health, 
employment or credit for modern 
farming/sclt employment tc'chni- 
ques—are reductions in poverty 
figures/levcls cif those reeling under 
mal nutrition and mal treatment 
likely to follow In countries which 
tollow development policies that 
result m a relatively equitable dis¬ 
tribution of health and education ser- 
viccs and provide land, crixlit and 
othei income opportunities, the 
cumulative effect seems to be that the 
pooler halt of the population is v astly 
bettei oft than it is in countries with 
equal or higher levels ot per capita 
Ciross National Product (GNP) but 
pcxir distribution patterns Policies 
that bring health, education and 
meaningful jobs/job-opportunitios 
to lower income groups can at the 
same time contribute toward rcxluc- 
mg/alleviating poverty and ac 
celeratmg further economic growth, 
and can thus prov ide a solid bast' on 
which to build future dev c'lopment 
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[.HiliLH’s. riicsi' policies, wiion ctim- 
biiutl uilh largf-sciilo, well oxoiuUii 
t.imilv pliimung/vvcUaro progMiii- 
HK's should make it pt).ssiblL' lo slabi- 
li/u a (.’ountry's population niucli 
more rapidly than roliaiuL' on mi-ru 
piibhnty/populism aloiu- 

A rt’cont studv bv Iht* C^purations 
Research Croup (OKti), co\ering 
H3,(M10 households ol urban <ind lural 
India, pro\'ides depressing details tor 
planners and pohtKians to ponder 
over to know where vve went wrong 
during all these decades ot 
meticulous planning and excellent 
execution' 1 ducation tor all is still a 
distant dream. Rural India continues 
to lead in the illiteracy stake's. Nearly 
halt ot the duel wage earners ot mral 
house-holds are still illiterate, thereby 
almost automatically ensuring that 
their lamilies stay firmly trapped in 
the poverty prison In the case of 
w’omen, the educational profile is 
e\'en w'orse. Of the nearly 14 crore 
households estimatc'd to exi.st in the 
country, <S.b crore households have an 
illiterate housewife. The cruel link 
with poverty is even more apparent 
here, since tiilly 91 per cent of the 
illiterate house-wives come from 
households tailing below the pov erty 
line. Nearly one-third ot the world's 
hungry live in India. Fstimates of the 
total number ot hungry pc-ople in the 
world rangc-s from St) to 100 crores 
(Report bv The Hunger Project). 

"The growth in literacy rate over 
the past decade is perhaps the most 
significant development in India's 
socio-economic history after inde¬ 
pendence." For the first time in the 
country's history more than half the 
country could claim to be able to read 
and write. (Census 1991). As social 
scientists pour over the figures, all 
kinds of inferences are being drawn 
as to the impact of Ihis spread of 
learning/literacy on life-styles at¬ 
titudes and consumption behaviour 
of the masses. The fact that Kerala, 
which has the highest literacy rale in 
the country, also has the highest ratio 
of females to males in the population, 
has bc'en sought to be projected as 
one of the major beneficial fallouts of 


literacy, since a better educated 
population tends to be less 
prejudiced towards female offspring. 
Also there is definitely a link between 
litearcy and life style, specilically the 
consumption patterns of the in¬ 
dividual. Consumption levels in¬ 
crease with the education level ot the 
chief wage earner (Dr N. Bhaskara 
Kao of Operations Research Croup). 
"Investment m education is invest¬ 
ment for development and economic 
welfare." Plus axiom has been sut- 
cesstullv put into use in the ASEAN 
V ountries and the results are there for 
all to see and emulate. No longer the 
peviplesol theselountries tall victims 
to empty promises and electoral 
rhetoric but engage themselves in 
fruitful economic activities, the in¬ 
spiration tor which comes solely 
from their educational institu¬ 
tions, both liberal as well as tech¬ 
nical. 

The International l.iteracy Year 
(ILY) as declared by the UN Ceneral 
Assembly, enjoins upon the UNES¬ 
CO the role ot lead organisation to 
combat illiteracy. The year is in¬ 
tended to give a shot in the arm to the 
literacy promotion drive to ensure 
that illiterate youth and adults 
receive instructions in reading, writ¬ 
ing and other basic skills. ILY 
provides an opportunity to the 
governments, and countless in¬ 
dividuals, groups and organisations 
to increase their efforts for promoting 
public awareness of the damage done 
by illiteracy, mobilisation of resour¬ 
ces, finding the commitment and 
creativity to confront the problem of 
illiteracy and to launch new educa¬ 
tional initiatives. The Prime Minister 
of India launched ILY on January 22 
with a provision of about Rs 40 bil¬ 
lion to help 80 million illiterate adults 
in the age group of 15-35 to become 
literate by 1995 and to enter the twen¬ 
ty-first century with total literacy in 
the country. 

Who can refute the fearsome fact 
that evils, .such as superstitions, blind 
faith, bigotry, extravagance on rusted 
rituals and rites, child delinquency, 
drinking and drug addiction, woman 
beating ct nl, arc some of the dark 


TOPICAL sssMiir 


shadows that rise like the odious 
odour from the stinking pool of il¬ 
literacy and aggravate the already 
suffocating strangle-hold of poverty 
on the sufferers, who are 'born pcKir, 
live poor and die poor'. But such is 
not the hopek'ss and hapless situa¬ 
tion everywhere—even in some of 
the Third World Countries, where the 
torch of literacy has erased the ill ef¬ 
fects of ignorance and silent suffer- 
mg. 

Si nee independence al most every 
step/measure, such as reservations, 
subsidies, dole's, loans, kxid for work 
etc, has been tried but the phantom of 
poverty continues to haunt us in all 
its intensity and hostility. Now- the 
"powers that bv'" have come to realise 
that without the elimination of il¬ 
literacy in the shortest possible time, 
removal ot poverty shall remain a 
mirage. It is under this sordid 
scenario that a committee ot the Na¬ 
tional Development Council on 
literacy has been set up. It is need]e.s.s 
to reiterate that wherever literacy 
percentage has gone up, the 
economic level of the newly literate 
has proportionately gone up, prov¬ 
ing it beyond doubt that the removal 
of poverty is inextricably linked with 
the removal of illiteracy. Any other 
course, long/short, would prove as 
futile and frustrating as so many 
other gimmicks or populist policies 
adopted so far 

Enough has been said the world 
over to indicate that education is as 
essential to removal of poverty as 
democracy is to free c'ducation. Each 
(education & democracy) supports 
the other and is a power whicli each 
must have to survive. Education both 
.sustains and improves society to the 
extent that it frees human mind to 
seek its highest level of expression 
The conviction/compulsion (in 
respect of family-si/e) 'the more, the 
merrier' has to be discarded 'ItKk, 
stiKk and barrel'. Whatever the seers 
or saints, ascetics or astrologers may 
say, poverty is a scourge and il¬ 
literacy a stigma. In order to remove 
poverty 4 mong Indian masses, it i*' 
imperative and immediate to remove 
illiteracy first. 
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Fashion and Youth 


T IMI w.Ti when people* used 
leaves, outer coverings ol trees 
and skins of animals to protect them¬ 
selves from the ravages of nature 
Then came clothes I rom clothes to 
fashion in clothes is not many steps 
Tailors and drapers came on the 
scene first, followed by fashion desig 
ners I he meaning of the word 
fashion' extended to lOver the wav 
of dressing or behaving considerc'd 
proper on different occasions 
F ashions were no longer static 1 he 
term indicated popular styles of 
clothes, behavioiii etc precalent at a 
given time or place They now 
change from time to time and are 
born and rebcirn after hibernation 
like animals w Inch go into long sleep 
and then become* .ictivo again 

William Shakespc*are was right 
when he said in 'Hamkt' The ap¬ 
parel oft proclaims the man All 
philosophers down to ages have 
bc'Iicved in this It is also believed 
that unifoimity of dress subdues 
one s thinking We often see how the 
uniformity of pnsoneis’ attiie helps 
in suppressing their rebellious urges 
and takes out the lion s spirit out of 
them Napoleon, Hitler and Mus 
solini understood the importance of 
dress and created special wear for 
their followers to set them distinct 
and cieate in them a feeling of supe 
rioritv through the paiticular styles 

bashion is said to be the plague of 
wise men and idol of the fools VVhen- 
ever fashion is talked of, youth can¬ 
not be far off They must fexd, swim, 
or sail with the fashion wave They 
brook no constraints, fear they would 
be ostracised or isolated for their lap¬ 
ses \outh is for the mod style If 
loose garments are in vogue, they 
must go in for loose trousers, 
kiwwczi’s, skirts, bluses cir sarees 
They must conform It necklines 
plunge, they must stoop to the folly 
If hemlines nse, their skirts must go 
shorter If sleeves disappear, they 


must obey Modest or immodest, 
whether it be psvchc'delic shirts oi 
swanky I shirts, one must do as 
Romans do Dress styles are meant to 
attract attention 1 hey must do somc*- 
thing to oveicome their identity 
neurosis Their dresses reflect the age 
and the state of the wcaier and ex 
press their personality, manneis, 
character and their wav of living 
Youth is the gay time*, the time of 
en)c)vment, of making merry, and 
sporting ga\ attne is in keeping with 
It 

Particular urges of y outh become 
outdated after a time They must 
change and our young Iriends are 
c]uick to identify themselv es w'lth the 
succeeding trc'iids lime changes 
With this ideas tunds and values 
also change If the youth conforms to 
the old traditions and values, they 
will nev er be able to usher m c hanges 
which lead to the growth and 
development ot civilisation But at 
the same time let no one forget that it 
IS the old idcHiIogv and thinking that 
forms the basic s which sc’t the wheel 
of new creative innovative ideas in 
motion 

Youth and fashion symbolise 
contempoiarv values in time Their 
outlook vanes in every generation 
Ideas too change, however slow the 
pace Humaiuty changes its attire, 
but nc>t its temperament With the 
passage ot time, si icncc* and technol¬ 
ogy bring in new innovations, but 
our outlcxik, approach, point of v lew, 
conception and understanding 
lemain the same Our fashionable at¬ 
titudes and values represent us I hey 
are an index of our tninkmg and our 
approach to life and its various is¬ 
sues 

Time was when fashion trends 
were set by the film world, or by 
youth in quc’st of identity Now it is 
the fashion designers who rule the 
roost Thi*re are schools which have 
dress designing as a part of their cur¬ 


riculum Their job is to teach these 
new styles in men's and women's 
wear, the thcxiry and practice of it 
Innovations apart, old fashions 
revive periodically Setting the Ivair in 
the ancient Indian orCireek fashion is 
now, for example, getting into vogue 

If our youth rebc*l or yield place 
to new fashions, it is not a matter to . 
deplore Youth has a right to be 
heard But lime was when youth 
were opposed tooth and nail and 
called names for their mania for 
change, or their desire to be different 
Ol their tendency to revolt and flout 
what was t*stablished We recall 
Socrates falling foul of Greek youth 
when they trit*d to flaunt new styles 
of dress and behaviour We also 
remember how Addiscm and Steel in 
the 17th century and early 18th cen¬ 
tury England criticised youth for 
such proclivities But it has always 
been so In ciur own lime, too, we 
come across w hole lots ot people who 
do not agree with the professional 
crc’ators of fashion 

All the attitudt*s of fashion come 
alive w ith the cult of changing times 
It IS not only the contribution of the 
fashion-designers, rather it is the 
need of the world Fashions run 
parallel with the events or happen¬ 
ings ot the day By Icxiking at dresses, 
any keen observer may prc*dict the 
oncoming events and the times 
ahead I ong skirts, lutci nha, sym¬ 
bolise difficult times w'hile short 
skirts tell us of the time of affluence 
and prosperity Tight belts announce 
puritanical and stoic tendencies and 
attitudes, high hair-styles are in 
fashion when regimes are about to 
collapse In other words, clothes sym¬ 
bolise an era because they concretise 
everything Pace Rebanne prt'dicts 
that the clotlies of 21st century will 
not be sewn, but premoulded, bound 
or welded These will express 
freedom He regrets present 
century's conventional clothes as 
fonns ot punishment 
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"Peace cannot be kept by force. 
It can only be achieved by under- 
' standing." 

Albeit lim^tcin 

War is a curse that visits 
mankind due to the arrogant e of 
power-hungry rulers whereas peace 
is a blessing that comes about as a 
result of humility and human con¬ 
siderations. Peace forced on the van¬ 
quished by the victor on the latter's 
terms and conditions seldom sur¬ 
vives the severe tests of harassment 
and humiliation heaped on the 
loser. It takes no time to force a war 
on the unsuspecting but the same 
high-handedness does not hold 
water if we want to force peace on 
sufferers on our terms. Only that 
peace is durable and dear that has 
been achieved with good-will and 
gentility. Peace pushed down the 
throat IS neither desirable nor de¬ 
pendable. If war is the obsession of 
a few, peace is the passion and 
prayer of all. What water is to the 
fish, peace is to progress and 
prosperity. No doubt peace has its 
own glories, thrilling and thump¬ 
ing, edifying and exulting for 
whose establishment mutual under¬ 
standing and trust are as imperative 
as sun-light is for all living crea¬ 
tures. 

"If you cannot think about the 
future, you cannot have one." 

—fohii Galsuwthy 

Uncertainties of future are as 
true as the vagaries of weather. Both 
expect us to be in a state of maxi¬ 
mum alert, physical as well as men¬ 
tal. Since the drama of life is 
shrouded in mystery and mirage, 
we should leave nothing to chance. 
Not even in imagination should we 
allow ourselves the luxury of not 
thinking about the future on the 
plea that whatever is to happen 
must happen. The fatalist's view of 


future is not only illogical but also 
irrational. The dreams of the future 
are woven in the present and any 
move made in haste or thoughtless¬ 
ness is bound to mar the shape of 
things to come. Since much of the 
composition of the future lies in 
human hands, it is but natural that 
we give due thought and considera¬ 
tion to its evolution. Each one in his 
own way should think about the fu¬ 
ture and its possible profile so that 
we are not caught napping tor want 
of sufficient preparation and cool- 
consideration in the living 
present. 

"Genius is knowing where to 
stop." 

—I W Goethe 

Like Dr Faustus (Faust) in 
whom the genius like a genie keeps 
Icxiking beyond all human limita¬ 
tions and tries to capture the 
powers of a super-being, the result 
is no better/worse than self-torture 
and spiritual sterility. To seek, to 
find and to achieve is man's in¬ 
herent urge but to know the secrets 
of gtxds and peep into their gixlly 
domains is surely to invite the fury 
of the unknown and the invisible. 
Excess of everything, even 
knowledge, which is the natural off¬ 
shoot ot a genius, may prove as 
venomous as the sting of a serpent. 
The wise know where and when to 
stop so that the head-long search 
does not become a seething turmoil 
of self-decadence and self-destruc¬ 
tion. In the name of knowledge, if 
one were to run after magical 
powers, like Dr Faust, the end is too 
horrendous to imagine. It is not 
only the self that splits but also it 
breeds annihilation of all creative 
faculties within. To maintain a 
happy balance between passion and 
pursuit, possession and partaking js 
the golden path embellished with 
the gems of wisdom and fragrance 


of knowledge. A human personality 
in a state of motion and mementum 
(intellectual) must know when to 
stop otherwise it will consume itself 
into ash and thus fail to enjoy the 
real fruit of swing and sway of 
life. 

"The history of liberty is the his¬ 
tory of resistance." 

—Wflodroxv Wilson 

Liberty of thought and belief, 
movement and action, has always 
remained dear to human heart and 
soul. Unlike labour it is indivisible 
though not absolute. The history of 
mankind is full of instances where 
men with sheer grit and determina¬ 
tion have fought against the evil for¬ 
ces of repression and reprisals. 

Denial of liberty to men and then 
their inhuman exploitation by the 
crafty rulers, whether m the name 
of religion, empire-making or 
economic/military supremacy are 
not the nightmares of the past only 
but they are very much the raison 
d'etre of those who wish to keep the 
less fortunate under their thumb 
and control even tixlay. 'Vigilance is 
the price of liberty' and watchful¬ 
ness is the reiteration of human 
trust in the never dying instinct of 
feeling free and acting freely. 'The 
despot and his ilk are always on the 
look-out of some pretext or the 
other to use his subjects as dumb- 
driven cattle and thus rule the roost 
and make a mince-meat of those 
who submit and surrender before 
his masked make-up and 
monstrous mien. No ruler has ever 
offered the gift of liberty to the 
people on a platter, however 
generous or genial he may appear 
to be. A bird in a golden cage and a 
bonded human being in a palace, 
are both victims of cafHiivity, how¬ 
ever glamorous and glittering their 
condition may sound. 
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J & K to the Polls? 


Indicntious arc that elections loill he 
held in Jammu and Kashmir very shortly. 
Ill fact, the Union Home Minister made 
a statement to this effect recently. Would 
elections be advisable in the Valley in the 
present conditions? The proposihoii for 
discussion IS. “In view of the ^rave tin- 
plications of a fhtll exercise in Jammu and 
Kashmir at the present iiiiicture, it would 
be inadvisable to hold clectioiis there in 
the near future " 

MrA Sir, tho proposal lo I\t)ld 
eU*ctions in J & K appears to bo 
sound but the law and order situa¬ 
tion in that State is so disconcerting 
that there are grave dangers of 
holding such an exercise Flections 
were held in Punjab in February 
this year and extensive military ar¬ 
rangements had to be matte to en¬ 
sure a free and peaceful poll. Fven 
then the turn-out was so low that 
the State A.ssembly cannot be 
described as representativ'e of the 
people of Punjab. Over three- 
fourths of the electorate did not 
vote. If elections are held in Kash¬ 
mir, the same story may bt* 
repeated and consequences are like¬ 
ly to be serious. For one thing, the 
entire Valley is in the grip of fear. 

The writ of the Government, or 
whatever goes by that name in 
many parts of the Valley, simply 
does not run. There has been no 
end to the activities of the terrorists 
aided and abetted by Pakistan 
which, apart from political inter¬ 
ference, has been exploiting the 
religious feelings of the people. The 
fear of the gun and bomb blasts is 
still pervasive in the area. The 
Government has been consistently 
following a policy of flushing out 
the terrorists. Its efforts have been 
only partially successful; moreover 
the number of mischief-makers ac¬ 
tually flushed out seems to make 
no difference. It is a small part of 


the total tally of militants. More 
and more termrists have been 
recruited and trained across the bol¬ 
der and then sent to the Valley to in¬ 
dulge in subversive acts, kidnap 
prominent people for ransom or to 
secure the release of some ot their 
terrorist friends. What is the point 
in holding eleitions if the general 
atmosphere is one of intense 
anxiety? In case (as is highly prob¬ 
able) the percentage of voting is 
low (the same as in Punjab, the ex¬ 
ercise would be self-defeating. Ob¬ 
viously, if the proposed poll is 
reduced to a mockery and if the 
new ministry to be formed in the 
troubled State is not at all repre¬ 
sentative ol the people, the Centre 
wouKi find itself m a very 
awkward position. As a result ot 
strict military patrolling and other 
measures in the Valiev, there are at 
times some signs of normalcy, but 
these turn out to be temporary. 

1 hese quickly disappear and the all- 
too-familiar depredations reappear 
To a persistent demand by the 
people's chosen representatives for 
holding elections to local bodies in 
Ladakh, where there is virtually no 
terrorists' violence, the Union 
1 lome Minister said it would be 
worthwhile to have the Assembly 
poll before the elections to local 
bodies. Besides, the Home Minister 
himself conceded that the fear of 
the gun is still pervasive in the Val¬ 
ley. That apparently is one reason 
why the Government does not in¬ 
tend to send a goodwill delegation 
to create the requisite atmosphere 
there. Efforts are however being 
continued to strengthen interaction 
with the common people and to 
have regular consultations with 
political leaders and prominent per¬ 
sonalities to recommence the 
democratic process. But past ex¬ 
perience has shown that such ef¬ 
forts prove abortive. The people in 
general have lost confidence in the 


I 

I 


Government's ability to ensure full 
protection to life and property of 
the Kashmiris and others living in 
the Valley. 

MrB While the validity of 

some of the arguments put forth elo¬ 
quently by my predecessor, Mr A, 
may be conceded, there are certain 
aspects ot the situation that need to 
be stressed. I submit that the 
Government of India is continually 
getting a bad name for denying the 
people ot Kashmir their political 
rights such as the right to exercise 
their franchise, choosing their own 
representatives and having their 
own ministry instead of the 
prolonged peritKi ot Governor's 
rule. 'Fhe longer the State is kept 
under Governor's rule, the more the 
criticism ot the Government of 
India in foreign countries and at the 
United Nations. At present there is 
no worthwhile political activity in 
the Valley. The present set-up is un¬ 
deniably undemocratic, oven 
though the intentions of the Govern¬ 
ment in New Delhi are honest and 
designed to create an atmosphere of 
peace and normalcy. It is tutile to 
talk of demiKracy and claim to be 
fulfilling the commitments for 
popular rtile in the Stale if elections 
are not held even after such a long 
peruxl. For the past many memths 
the various political parties have 
not been functioning in the State. Dr 
Farotx] Abdullah and his National 
Conterence are nowhere to be seen. 
The Congress Party, now led by Mr 
Narasimha Rao, still exists though 
Its activity is at the minimum. 
Whatever activity it can claim to 
have is confined to the Jammu area. 
Elections are a "must" if this party 
is to have some roots in the Valley. 
Generally, most political parties be¬ 
come active only when elections are 
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imminent; so it elections are an¬ 
nounced now, political activity will 
begin despite the apathy of the 
people, especially the ma)onty com¬ 
munity, the Muslims. Many pec>ple 
will take the plunge into politics it 
the army and the police ensure 
them and all membt*rs ot their 
families security ot hie and proper¬ 
ty. The Government have sent large 
units of Indian Armv and other 
security personnel to the Kashmir 
Valley. Surely they are not so ineffec¬ 
tive that they cannot ensure stifefy 
and adec]uate protection to those 
carry on electioneering and visit the 
polling bcxiths if and when an elec¬ 
tion IS ordered. A cynic has said that 
some negative and undemcKratic 
forces might also become operative 
to bring people to the polling 
booths. For instance, it might be 
religion. Pakistan has been exploit¬ 
ing religion as a factor to carry on 
anti-Indian propaganda. The slogan 
"Islam in danger" might be raised 
by the fanatics, but the fact that 
there is c]uite a large number of sane 
anct sensible people in Kashmir 
should not be forgotten. At present 
they arc lying low, but if there is a 
proper atmosphere and if measures 
are taken to restore public con¬ 
fidence in the administration, they 
might come out into the open. Some 
of tiicse people might have to pay a 
heavy price for their courage (get¬ 
ting killed by the terrorists' bullets), 
but it has been pointed out by 
public analysts that when the stakes 
are high, the loss of a few lives 
would be worthwhile. Besides, it 
would be relevant to recall that the 
early fears of tull-scale violence in 
Punjab during elections proved 
baseless. If full precautions arc 
taken in the Valley, that is, if an ade¬ 
quate number of armymen aa* 
posted near the polling booths so as 
to prevent bcKith capturing and 
other malpractices, without interfer¬ 
ing with the prcxress of voting in 
any way, a satisfactory polling per¬ 
centage can be assured. It is also 
worth noting that most people of 
Kashmir are fed up with the ter¬ 


rorists who have disrupted normal 
life in Kashmir, ruined the tourist 
trade and also rendered job¬ 
less thousands of workers 
engaged in indigenous, cot¬ 
tage industry. 

MrC Sir, the argument that 
the Central Government should fol¬ 
low the Punjab precedent and ar¬ 
range elections in J & K m the next 
tew months with the expectation 
that it would yield gtxid dividends 
Is, 1 am afraid, not quite convinc¬ 
ing. Would elections be worth 
having if the majority of the voters 
keep away from the polling 
booths? In tact my tear is that 
under the fear of the gun and the 
bomb and the terrorists' threats of 
large-scale destruction of lite, the 
vast majority of the electorate, even 
more than the Punjab figure, would 
not venture out ot their houses on 
election dav. The polling staff 
would also be in great danger, 
much greater danger than the staft 
posted in Punjab election booths 
had to face. Many people would 
lose their lives. The poll enthusiasts 
who contend that the loss of some 
lives would be a small price to pay 
tor the holding of elections and 
thus conforming to the demcKratic 
practice are not on unassailable 
ground. If the elections turn out to 
be a farce and also involve much 
loss of life, these would not be a 
worthwhile exercise. In many ways 
the terrorists are more active in J & 

K than in Punjab. Where are the 
erstwhile political parties of Jammu 
and Kashmir? They seem to have 
disappeared because, according to 
close observers, they would be total 
misfits in the existing environment 
of violent secessionism. Are there 
grounds to hope that the killers and 
the kidnappers would vanish from 
the election scene and leave the 
field clear for the Congress, the Na¬ 
tional Conference and the B.J.P.? 
Some years ago, the elections held 
in Assam were described as the 
"bloodiest in India's post-inde¬ 
pendence history". J & K would 
probably create a worse record, 
with terrorists kidnapping and kill¬ 


ing recklessly with active help from 
across the border. 

MrD Sir, in my view, if elec¬ 
tions are held in Kashmir and if a 
popular ministry is formed without 
undue pressure and interference, 
India would have a scoring point in 
the eyes of the vast international 
community which appreciates 
every step taken to promote 
deiTxx racy and restore the people's 
political rights. Iirdue course the 
petiple also begin to feel more 
secure. There may be some who 
would continue to be cynical and 
suspicious, but sooner or later they 
would feel that if they remain out 
of the national mainstream while 
several others march forward, they 
would stand to lose. I would also 
like to mention that in a move to in¬ 
itiate the political process in the 
State the Ctivernment on March 30 
this year released live lop political 
leaders of Kashmir. They had been 
arrested soon after the eruption of 
militancy in the Kashmir Valley 
early in 1990. Observers feel that 
the Valley's traditional political 
leaders will become active. Accord¬ 
ing to reports, some underground 
organisations have already started 
constituting their political wings. 
The first to do so was the fammu 
and Kashmir Liberation Front. 

Some factions of the banned 
People's League have mnounced 
their merger and identified their 
political leadership. It is also sig¬ 
nificant that several members of the 
Rajya Sabha recently urged the 
Central Government to consider 
holding elections in J & K. They 
suggested that the Government 
should explore the possibility of 
opening a dialogue with the 
militants within the framework of 
the Constitution. Central rule in the 
State has several limitations and 
cannot by itself resolve the tangle 
in Kashmir. Only a popular govern¬ 
ment can solve the problem. Of 
course the present administration 
should not take hurried steps, be¬ 
cause the people of the Valley stand 
alienated from the Government of 
India. Thqjpeople's hearts should 
be won b«ore elections are ordered 
so that a good number of them par¬ 
ticipate in the voting. 
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Trigger Your Own Spark 


O NE of the greatest handicaps you 
might feel in the development ot 
your personality is your inability to 
pull your own strings. In other 
words, you are being pulleil about by 
others. You are a mere puppet. 
Naturally, you think that you are a 
victim of circumstances and that you 
are being used. 

There is no need for depre8sit)n 
or despair. You can stop being a vic¬ 
tim. You can pull your own strings. In 
order to function as a tree, non vic¬ 
tim, you have to look at yourself from 
a dilferent angle and with complete 
»)bjectivity. You have to learn to 
recognise the various situations in 
which your strings are being pulled. 
Your new attitude will involve much 
more than simply committing to 
memory a couple of positive asser¬ 
tive technit|ues. 

It is possible to avoid life's victim 
traps without having to resort to vic¬ 
timizing behaviour yourself. In order 
to achieve this objective, it is impor¬ 
tant first ot all that you should 
ledefine your own expt*ctations from 
vourselt. But before you launch on 
this ambitious project, let's under¬ 
stand who is a victim. The simple 
definition of a victim is that he is out 
of control ot his life. The most opera¬ 
tive word is control. If you are not in 
the driver's seal, someone else is 
driving. If you are not in control, 
j someone else is controlling. You are 
j being manipulated. You are a vic- 
■ tim. 

A victim is essentially a person 
whose life is being run by the dic¬ 
tates, whims and fancies of others, 
i Such a person often has to do things 
I which if he were left to him.self, he 
would not do at all. Tlie person may 
sometimes be called to undergo 
hardship for the sake of others. He 
may be made to sacrifice precious 
things or feelings in order to appease 
others. Such actions are bound to 


produce and multiply resentments. 
While a large number of forces am at 
work whirh tend to weaken your 
position. It should be bonie in mind 
that nobotiv can really victimize you 
unless you allow vourselt to be used 
as such. It is only a w’eak perstm w'ho 
is dominated, pushed about and 
driven because he tiimkt’ he is not 
strong enough to pull his own 
strings. 

Be a self-directed person 

E a self-directed rather than other 
directed person. Be strong 
enough to line vour own life, rather 
than one who Itvls his w'orthlessness 
and spends his time dodging and 
turning, trying to please Tom, Dick 
and Harry re-modeling his per¬ 
sonality repeatedly in his attempts to 
please, rc-shaping his image ot him¬ 
.self so often that he loses track of who 
he really is. Take tremendous care 
about your identity. Make sure that 
you are YOU and not someKxly else. 
Be your own hero. 

Personal ity can never develop 
unless the individual is faithful to the 
law of his being and dwoses his own 
way consciously and with delibera¬ 
tion. 

You will gradually discover that 
you are stepping out from your inter¬ 
nal upsets. Once thi.s is done, you arc 
on way to eradicate victim-traps 
which have kept you down and out. 
This, however, does not mean that 
you must strive to have everything 
your own way. A judicious balance 
has to be struck. 

In order to stiver clear of victim- 
traps which heap frustration upon 
you, you can adopt a four-tier 
schedule to begin with: begin to look 
afresh at your system of attitude.s; 
change your expectations from 
yourself; remind yourself that you 
were trapped in a victim syndrome; 
anci adopt a new dynamic ap¬ 
proach. 


This programme can be success¬ 
fully implemented only if you train 
yourself to take stcKk of situations in 
a cora'ct and objective manner. Once 
you adopt this technique, you will 
find yourself developing a new intel¬ 
ligence which .serve as a kind of bul¬ 
wark against exploitation by others. 
Taking stock of the situations means 
not only keeping your eyes open but 
also having a .set of plans and careful¬ 
ly carrying them out. If one plan fails, 
in^>tentl of pliinf^in;^ into ^looin, yon 
'•lionlil he ivoilif to e\mninr it objectively, 
prepare a neio one ami s/rnv hard to 
iinplenient it •successfully. 

Once the blueprint cif a plan has 
been prepared, plunge straight into 
its implementation without reserva¬ 
tions. f lore a word of caution is called 
for. It is not necessary to invest all 
your self-wcirth in its ultimate suc¬ 
cess or failure. You should be mental¬ 
ly preparcxl to change gears as and 
when necc'ssary. It is no use getting 
emotionally me.s.scs.i up with your 
success or failure. Whip up .siarcs.s or 
failure. Do not^et whifiped up. 

A persem becomes what he ex¬ 
pects to become. You will become a 
free, non-victim being if you expect 
that to become. To achieve this goal, 
you must begin to develop an at¬ 
titude of expectation of fulnes.s, hap¬ 
piness and success. Do not teed 
yourself on thoughts of being 
abused, misused. If you really think 
that you are being abused, misuscxl, 
do not delay. Get out of the situation. 
Before you take a step in this direc¬ 
tion, measure up your real 
capabilities. Do not be misled by 
wrong notions about yourself. Do not 
bedupexi by your potential foisted on 
you by your exploiters. In this 
regard, you will do well to consider 
the following fenir fundamentals: 
physical capabilities, mental 
capabilities, emotional and social 
capabilities. 
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Physical: You cannot succeed un¬ 
less you are physically fit. You can 
avoid being victimized by your at¬ 
titudes or expectations about your 
own physical health. It is easy to 
feign illnesses and then pose as a vic¬ 
tim. Avoid this. Successful people 
work through all handicaps. Mind is 
a powerful factor. Let it rule the body. 

Mental: Do not be misled by 
small talk of small people. Instead 
think that there is a spark of brilliance 
in you. You have to light it. Genius is 
nothing but the ability to spark your 
own lire. It is up to you to consider 
yourself either a vast field of dull 
gray matter or a brilliantly cultivated 
genius who can illumine any subject. 
The choice is yours. 

Emotional: Your emotional genius 
goes hand in hand with physical and 
mental genius. It all depends on the 
kind of expectations you have from 
yourself. A person who wants to be 
tense, depressed, anxious and ill, be¬ 
comes exactly that. One who wants to 
be fully functional, avoids this. He 
succeeds. 

Social: If you expect yourself to 
be a social flop, nothing can help you. 
You will be one. You have seen ex¬ 
tremely awkward people with no so¬ 
cial grace. They are the manifestation 
of their inner selves. You have seen 
graceful, charming ones. They too are 
the outward form of their inner 
forms. Again, the choice is yours. 

Adjust to change 

A healthy, plus self-image implies 
that each day you adjust to the 
changing conditions in your world— 
external and internal. Learn to live 
with change. As Dr Maltz obser¬ 
ves, "If you do not adjust, you dis¬ 
able yourself—physically and 
mentally. You succumb to inertia; 
you surrender your creative life 
forces." 

To foster a dynamic plus self- 
image, accept change as inevitable, 
even if you dislike it. Once you accept 
change as the inevitable condition of 
being human, you will tend to wel¬ 
come it. Remember, change is the 
very stuff of life. If you don't change, 
you would stay precisely as you are. 
There would be no growth, no life. 


! nothing. Learn to welcome change 
rather than to fear it. 

Adjustment or adaptation is the 
way in which you fit into your world 
or niche, i.e., cope with reality. Its op¬ 
posite is maladjustment or maladap- 
tation. When we adapt to our niche, 
we are happy, productive and having 
rewarding relationships with other 
people. 

Be enthusiastic 

T O develop a healthy self-image 
means to be a person of en¬ 
thusiasm who sees the bright side of 
things, who feels like a winner in any 
situation and who choo.ses a life style 
that vibrates with a zest for living. Be 
enthusiastic alx>ut life. Sclf-actual- 
i/ed people are truly likers of life, and 
they wallow in it, getting out of it all 
that IS possible for them. 

Be enterprising 

Y OU reinforce your self-image 
through enterprise. You motivate 
yourself with goals, and enterprise 
manifests your desire to attain your 
goals. Each day, resolve to forge 
ahead towards enterprise away from 
passive emptiness—the opposite of 
enterprise. Give yourself apprecia¬ 
tion every day. Giving yourself self¬ 
acceptance, giving yourself prai.se, 
you will be able to launch yourself 
forward into enterprises with en¬ 
thusiasm and with a belief in yourself 
that you may make them successful. 

Be decisive 

L earn to be decisive. Have the 
courage to make up your mind, 
the courage to take a stand. To be 
decisive you must be able to accept 
the bad with the good and keep 
going. 

You move through indecision to 
decision when you think enough of 
yourself to accept yourself no matter 
what are the consequences of your 
actions. Then you can feel the 
capacity to be decisive. 

Eliminate the fear of the past 
failures and the need to be perfect. 
Don't wallow around in your past. 
You are what you choose today, not 
what you have chosen before. The 
past is a bucket of ashes. As for per¬ 
fectionism it means paralysis. If you 


have perfect standards for yourself, 
you will never try anything and you 
won't do much since perfect is not a 
concept that applies to human 
beings. 

Have faith in yourself 

T O strengthen your self-image 
have faith in yourself and your 
potentials in all circumstances. See 
failure as part of life. Failures are in¬ 
evitable, but never consider yourself 
a failure. Bring ^our success drives 
into play to counteract failure drives. 
It would be egregious folly to equate 
your self-worth with your failures. 

Play ball with your self-image 

I T is vital to play ball with your 
self-image. Give yourself a break; 
especially when you are behind. 
When you make a mistake, stop tell¬ 
ing yourself how miserable you are 
as a person. Learn to forgive your 
human imperfections. Stop opposing 
your positive qualities by harping on 
your weaknesses. "Be human with 
yourself; and play the ball with your¬ 
self." 

Cultivate self-esteem 

F or the development of a strong, 
positive self-image, cultivate in 
yourself a feeling of self-esteem. 
"Those who have self-esteem are 
willing to face any task. Those who 
do not have it can be slain by 
midgets." Poor self-esteem can be 
ton^ up in two ways: 

1. Never blame yourself for any¬ 
thing. Always separate action from 
yourself. Criticise your actions if you 
like but never run yourself down be¬ 
cause you have performed badly. 

2. Take a risk. Don't be afraid of 
making mistakes. Progress is built on 
mistakes. "The person who does not 
make mistakes does not learn." The 
greatest batsman can score a century 
in one innings and a duck next time. 
Separate performance from yourself. 
See yourself as a fallible human being 
who is not a saint and who oc¬ 
casionally will do badly! 

Be willing to risk a failure in 
order to succe^. 
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for academic degrees and the implicit frustration caused by the 
aX^quacy of suitable jobs have been deplored hy numerous elders, including the 
*hest brains tne country can boast of. 

At present a student has to spend 12 years tn school, then at least three years for a 
degree. Thus at the age of 20 or 21 he enters the university for post-graawUe 
studies. Is the practice of spending so many years on purely academic studies 
really in t^-' ’"terest of the youth and of society in general/ 

The craze for di^^'ves in due course leads to a demand for lowering the academic 
standards. These mauds are accepted in many cases under pressure. Long years 
of experience have shown that the graduates who just scrape through swellthe 
ranks of the unemployed or are able to secure only clerical or other minor jobs. 
Their sorry plight leads in due course to agitations on various counts, ana these 
are wasteful exercises. 

That is why employment experts and others stress the importance of vocational 
courses and competitive examinations which provide opjxrtunities to ambitious 
youth for career building. Notable success in these examinations is not easy to 
achieve. Those who devote themselves to studies with earnestness emerge on top 
and bring credit to all concerned. They help to maintain good standards. Being 
keen as ever to see young men and women reach the top of the ladder, we waiM 
like to supplement the counsels of those whose right to speak an this matter is 
beyond question. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely. 
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INDIA-U.S. CONFLICT 

77/e recent Indo~U.S. conflict has 
been beneficial to India in many ways. 

It has helped us to realise the need for a 
reappraisal of our foreign policy and 
also reconsider our stand on the 
country's economic problems. Perhaps 
the most significant trend it has un¬ 
leashed is a demand for making India 
self-reliant, particularly in the spheres 
of food and defence. 

People who rely on their own 
strength and kiwwhozv to help themsel¬ 
ves cannot be held in bondage for long. 
Conversely, a nation which, though free, 
depends on other nations for anything it 
needs, ivhether it is food, weapons or 
machinery, ivould ahoays hr subject to 
pressures, and, as a result, stands per¬ 
petually in danger of losing its freedom. 
It would be wholly wrong to believe 
that we can become completely self-suf¬ 
ficient noiv or in the near future. It is, 
therefore, obvious that we cannot hope 
to ban all imports for all times. 

Our dependence on other countries 
for food exposes us to unhealthy politi¬ 
cal pressures. Therefore, we should 
strain every nerve to make ourselves 
self-sufficient at least in respect of food. 
We can do so by increasing production, 
reducing consumption ana eliminating 
waste. 

Rcrluimpur Miss Bindu 

The Special Feature-ll (May '92 
issue) reflects the aggressive and rigid 
form of nationalism of the U.S.A. whose 
policy is harmful to the cause of world 
peace and universal amity. All the ivars 
that have ivrought xvorldwide destruc¬ 
tion and done much damage xvere the 
direct outcome of this aggressive, nar¬ 
row spirit. It violates the noble prin¬ 
ciples of unity and equality among 
mankind. It has created bitterness 
among nations. The Government of 
India IS right in rising to change the 
stand on me N.P.T.—that it would never 
compromise the country's national inter¬ 
ests. 

In the U.S.A. the people have 
fabulous wealth; on the other hand, in 
India millions of people can hardly 
make both ends meet. How can the 
people of these two countries evolve a 
united outlook? For evolving a sound in¬ 
ternational outlook, it is necessary to 
halt the armaments race and end the 
craze for military adventures must 
cease. Only a politically peaceful and 
economically balanced world can evolve 
a truly international outlook. 

Berhampur Miss Salila Nayak 

INDIA UNDER PRESSURE 

With reference to your cover feature 
"NPTi India Under Pressure" (fune '92) 


it would be pertinent to mention that 
the sanctity of the treaty has been 
defiled since its very inception. The 
countries which evolved and propagated 
the treaty have been increasing their 
awn nuclear weapons and further im¬ 
proving the technology and efficacy. Not 
only that China signed the NFT after 
achieving a Nuclear breakthrough. So 
this should be the criterion for signing 
the treaty. India may also sign it after 
being at par with the big powers so far 
as nuclear proficiency is concerned. 
Diirgnpiir lliswariip Bluttacharya 

TURMOIL IN KABUL 

This refers to your editorial 
"Fragile Peace in Kabul" (June '92). The 
contents of the editorial arc comrincing 
in the present situation in the war-tom 
Afghanistan. The war between the 
Miifahideen and the erstwhile Govern¬ 
ment caused heavy damage. The senti¬ 
ments and faith of the people in the 
political set-up ofOrNajibiillah were 
badly shaken. The USA and Pakistan 
supplied arms to the Mujahideen to 
fight against Dr Najibultah who ivas 
supported by the erstwhile USSR. His 
regime was never allowed to become 
stable. 

The disintegration of the USSR 
might he the main cause of the fall of 
Najibullah. The people of Afghanistan 
should not be left atone to the mercy of 
the rebel groups. They need moral sup¬ 
port, India and NAM can play a vital 
role in resolving the Afghan tangle. 

Nnv Delhi CpI Pravir Kumar 

Onre again the U.S. and Pakistan 
have shown that they are well ahead of 
others in duplicity and deceit. As long 
as they play power games in Afghanis¬ 
tan, normalcy will not return to that 
country. The Geneva Agreement, on 
which the whole world had pinned 
hopes, has been virtually shattered. 


our achievement; if not, even then we 
have nothing to lose. 

Miidaiiia Nisha Tripathi 

ROLE OF GOVERNOR 

Your Special Feature-ll (June '92) 
"Focus on Role of Governor" is highly 
informative. As Justice Sark aria has 
stressed in his report on Centre-State 
relations, decentralisation of power is 
the need of the hour to sustain our 
federal democracy. 

It is high time the Government took 
steps towards decentralisation of power 
by amending the Constitution, There 
should be elected Governors in the 
States in place of nominated ones. A 
veteran political leader, if elected to the 
high office of the Governor through an 
electoral college comprising MLAs and 
MLCs of the State concerned, would 
surely be able to uphold the dignity of 
the gubernatorial office besides 
strengthening the existing federal sys- 


Bain Pa wan Kumar Sharma 

Whether the Governors are heads of 
State or mere agents of the Centre to act 
according to set directives has been an 
issue for years. As there is no constitu¬ 
tional provision to act according to the 
dictates of the Centre, the Governors 
should function according to the Con¬ 
stitution as Head of State. Again, the 
Centre should not interfere unnecessari¬ 
ly and should not inwose its ivislies on 
the Governors. The (.entre's action 
against Dr Thomas, Nagaland Gover¬ 
nor, was higlily unrealistic; he had acted 
under Art 174 of the Constitution which 
requires the Govtmor to act according 
to the advice of the Chief Minister. 

Neiv Delhi Prashanta Kumar Panigrahi 

THE BUDGET 

The Union Budget for 1992-93 is a 
revolutionary step towards refurbish¬ 
ment of the deteriorating Indian 
economy. Die objections raised by the 
Opposition M.P.s, the fears expressed by 
them about the budget rationale and Die 
loud criticism in Parliament were unfor¬ 
tunate. The whole episode reficcis their 
failure to act as a constructive opposi¬ 
tion and manifests their unahility to dis¬ 
criminate between good and bad,' 

India today is not the India that 
used to be in Die eighteenth century. We 
are now mature enough to be able to 
ward off any threat to out sovereignty. 

So we need not lend out ears to Die base¬ 
less fears expressed by cynics. The 
Government's attempts to open up the 
economy should be hailed by one and 
all. Everybody should co-operate with 
the Government in its endeavour to lead 
the country towards prosperity. 

Hajipur Aluk Kumar 

ECONOMIC POSITION 

Our planners have committed the 
greatest blunder since independence in not 
materially improving the economic condi¬ 
tion of our villages, in India 75% of the 
people live in villages. If Die rural people 
could be provided with enough fertilizer, 
water, better seeds and other facilities, 
they could do wonders in agriculture. We 
have higfily skilled artisans in villages 
who could make impressive articles and 
register notable progress in cottage in¬ 
dustries. But mafias, smugglers, black- 
marketeers and ruffians dominate many 
areas. That's why the rich are becoming 
richer and the poor poorer. 

Calcutta B.N. Bose 

OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 

I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for your Objective-type questions 
feature. All these questions are very 
timely. Please continue this feature. All 
these questions are not merely for the 
U.P.S.C, examination but also for other 
administrative examinations. 

TheTM. always fitlfils the require¬ 
ments of its readers. 

Itahra-Cherki Naushad Khan 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Bofors Scandal Cover-up 


Even fnv i/car^ nfh’i the Rofor'> ^iiii 
deni, luoohiu}^ kukkuk^, t()»/i;»ss/o/js 
and other nnderlumd tiiiii'^ni tioiis, came 
to li}(ltt, the ti nth Ini'- not heiOine known 
The eulfnih n'ho aie heliroed to have 
received lai^e anionnl'^ lot '<eeni^ the 
deal thnmnh lemain iinidentilied All 
the elloit-^ made Inf oii^ilant Md^'^ and 
hto/cs of othei'^ to •^olve the ini/bten/have 
pioved tinille'^'y. This lapse has lately 
been hiyhli^^hlcd by Parliament and the 
media 

T f IE gliDst of the Bofors gun den] 
continues to stnlE the prestigious 
ch.inibers of Parliament, and of the 
courts m India and abroad hvery 
Prune Minister promises to do the 
needful to uncover the scandal and 
bring to book the recipients of the 
iuige I ommissions paid by the Bofors 
gun manufacturers. The promises 
and assurances have remained unful¬ 
filled and tvhoes of the discreditable 
transaction are still being heard. 
Some cases are being conducted m 
the courts. Many people have begun 
to wonder whether, in view of the 
lack of results and the fading 
prospects despite the efforts, it would 
lie best to bury the ghost and forget 
all about the unsavoury deal. 

The scandal emerges in Parlia¬ 
ment every now and then in one form 
or another and huntireds of precious 
hours of both Houses are eaten up by 
this issue. New twists to the matter 
are given when there is some dis¬ 
closure or other, even minor ones, 
about It. Occasional leakages about 
secret funds create further confusion. 
The vigilant Opposition leaders in 
Parliament repeatedly accuse the 
Prime Minister and his colleagues of 
hiding the truth and even of assisting 
the cover-up. 

The latest allegations have been 
made by Mr L.K. Advani, the present 
Leader of the Opposition, in tlie Lok 
Sabha on May 4 this year. He con¬ 
tended that the Prime Minister, Mr 
Narasimha Rao, a person of high in¬ 
tegrity and spotless character, ap¬ 


peared to be "assisting the Bofors 
covtT-up". Mr Narasimha Rao made 
several assertions in I’arliament in 
response to opposition allegations 
and challenges. Whatever he had 
said, Mr Rao asserted, was the tmth 
and he was not hiding anything. But 
Mr Advani countered by saying that 
Mr Narasimha Rao might have told 
the truth but it was apparent that he 
had not come up with the whole 
taith 

For several days during the 
Budget session this year. Parliament 
was rocked by the controversial 
Bofors deal, leading to frequent ad¬ 
journments and protests from the op¬ 
position groups. On April 22 a new 
twist was given to the matter by the 
Opposition which quoted a Delhi 
newspaper report to the effect that 
the Prime Minister him.self was in¬ 
volved in the handing over of a note 
to the Swiss Foreign Minister at 
Davos (Switzerland) in February by 
former External Affairs Minister 
Madhavsinh Solanki. 

Actually, by handing over to his 
Swiss counterpart a note (whose con¬ 
tents, he claimed, he did not know) 
from a lawyer of whose indentity he 
was not aware—^both strange conten¬ 
tions—he committed an act of glaring 
indiscretion. The indiscretion cost 
him his job. To this day the demands 
of the opposition for disclosure of the 
identity of the lawyer and the entire 
contents of the note are not known. 
This adds another dimension to the 
mystery. 

The Prime Minister later denied 
any role in the matter and promised 
to lay the facts before Parliament. But 
the explanations for various points 
stressed by the opposition were not 
convincing. Mr George Fernandes, a 
Janata Dal leader, had full justifica¬ 
tion for demanding that the cor¬ 
respondence between the CBI and 
the Swiss Government on the Bofors 
issue be laid on the table of the 
House. But the Prime Minister's 


replies to the detailed enquiries made 
by Mr Fernandes were evasive on 
several aspects. He contended that 
the correspondence could not be laid 
on the table of Parliament because he 
did not have a copy of the note given 
to the Swiss Fordlgn Minister. 

Moreover, the Prime Minister 
added, the issue had been discussed 
in Parliament several times. Mr Fer¬ 
nandes expressed disappointment 
with the Prime Minister's reply and 
alleged that the Government had 
something to hide. Many people 
have urged the Government during 
the past few months to d isclosc all the 
tacts and come out cle.in on the entire 
Bofors issue. These pleadings have 
borne no fruit. 

The Prime Minister has, instead, 
taken shelter behind technicalities. 
Some quarters fear that even a 
straightforward Prime Minister such 
as Mr Narasimha Rao has lost a part 
of his credibility and the goodwill ho 
had created during the past few 
months by remaining adamant and 
not taking Parliament and the 
general public into confidence on this 
vital matter. The note, he said, was 
unofficial and the Government had 
asked the Swiss authorities to ignore 
it. So it had become "inoperative". 

The background: The contract 
for the supply of 150 mm Howitzer 
guns was signed by the Defence Min¬ 
istry with fcfors, the leading arms 
manufacturers of Sweden, in 1987. 
The total amount of the contract was 
Rs 1750 crore, but there were conflict¬ 
ing reports about the quantum of the 
commission paid by the Bofors com¬ 
pany. Initially, it was reported that 
the sum paid as kickbacks was Rs 50 
crore. The Bofors team that came to 
India was reported to have said that 
the firm pays up to 12 per cent as 
commission. So the commission paid 
might have been as high as Rs 204 
crore-. *• 

Following persistent demands in 
Parliament and the country, the 
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SPECIAL FEATURE'--I 


Government of India appointed a 
Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC), comprising members ol the 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, to 
probi' the matter and, in particular, to 
find out who the recipients of the 
huge commission were, whether 
other sums were also paid to get the 
contract and whether the prescribed 
procedures for fixing up such con¬ 
tracts were iircumvented. Of course 
public interest lay in theexpt'cted dis¬ 
closure of the names of the 
beneficianes. 

A top-level team of Bofors com¬ 
pany visited Delhi later in 1987 and 
held lengthy discussions with the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee. The 
team merely revealed the names ot 
companies which had been 
beneficiaries of the kickbacks. But the 
names of the individuals concerned 
were not disclosed because of the 
"imperatives of commercial con¬ 
fidentiality without which the Bofors 
company's future would be jeopard¬ 
ised". 

The Parliamentary Committee, 
as was expected, gave a 100 per cent 
clean chit to the Government. The 
Committee's 400-page report, sub¬ 
mitted on April 26, 1988, turned a 
blind eye to the realities. It stated that 
no kickbacks were paid to any Indian 
agent and that there were no mid¬ 
dlemen in the deal. In tact, the com¬ 
mittee had come to the conclusion 
that there had been no evidence ot 
any misdeeds by anybody in the 
transaction. The procedure followed 
for the selection of the gun system 
was "sound and objective"; no ex¬ 
traneous influence or consideration 
such as kickbticks and bribes affected 
at any stage the evaluation of the gun 
systems or the commercial negotia¬ 
tions with the competing suppliers, it 
said. 

On May 4, Mr Shiv Shankar, the 
then Union Planning Minister and 
chairman of the JPC, stated in the Lok 
Sabha that the "winding up charges" 
equivalent to Rs 64 crore paid by 
Bofors to three hollow companies in 
the gun deal had been ploughed back 
to the directors of the company itself. 
He felt sure about it and said that in 
India too everyone was familiar with 
the tricks employed by directors of 


companies to seize large sums 
through fictitious fronts or bogus 
companies. 

New dimensions were added to 
the affair by the report of the Comp¬ 
troller and Auditor-General. The 
report was in effect an indictment of 
the Central Government for the pur¬ 
chase of Howitzers from the Swedish 
company, ft contradicted the findings 
of the Joint Parliamentary Commit¬ 
tee. The Auditor-General contended 
that there were lapses in technical 
and financial evaluation of the offers 
loading to the contract; the assess¬ 
ment of costs was faulty. The Govern¬ 
ment failed to ensure that there were 
no middlemen in the deal. The Army 
HQ, it was pointed out, had suddenly 
reversed its opinion and opted for 
Bofors after preferring the French- 
made Sofma gun. There were several 
other allegations. It was also learnt 
that the Government had tried 
several times to dodge the auditors. 
Certain files were made available to 
the auditors over two years after they 
were sought. 

To complicate matters, there was 
former Army Chief Gen K. Sunderji's 
disclosure about the suitability of the 
Bofors gun. These disclosures were 
highly damaging to the Government 
of India, especially the Prime 
Minister's office. It appears that he, 
and also the then Defence Minister, 
had felt disturbed about the reported 
pay-offs and recommended to the 
Government to threaten cancellation 
of the Bofors contract, even at the late 
stage, if the Swedish firm persisted in 
its refusal to disclose the names of the 
pay-off beneficiaries. The former 
Army Chief alleged that the P.M.'s 
office stalled the process by coming 
down heavily on those who had 
urged pressurising the Bofors com¬ 
pany to make the disclosures. 

The Swedish Government had, 
after persistent efforts by the Indian 
authorities, supplied the secret, un¬ 
published part of the Bofors scandal 
report but cautioned against its 
release to Parliament or the public. 
Such disclosure, it was jxiint^ out, 
would violate Sweden's foreign trade 
interests. So the Government of India 
was helpless; it did not wish to be 
found guilty of a breach of trust. The 


matter rested there. 

Latest Phase: As the 1992 
budget session of Parliament drew to 
a close on May 12, the impression 
among most opposition parties was 
that despite their persistent efforts in 
almost eveiy .session, there seemed to 
be little prospect of the truth behind 
the Bofors scandals coming out in the 
near future. Of assurances that the 
Union Government would leave no 
stone unturned to get at the truth 
there has been iwj dearth. The leader 
of the Opposition, Mr L.K. Advani, 
said in the Lok Sabha on May 11 that 
in view of the Government's as¬ 
surance during a meeting with op¬ 
position leaders that the issue would 
be probed thoroughly, he would wait 
until the next session of Parliament 
for exercising his right to raise the 
issue again. He added that if there 
was any lobby impeding investiga¬ 
tion, the Government should take the 
House into confidence and must 
come clean by answering questions 
raised by the various parties in Par¬ 
liament. 

But many M.P.s are by now cer¬ 
tain in their minds that the Govern¬ 
ment is out to scuttle any full-scale 
debate on the cover-up scam. Accord¬ 
ing to certain sources, the Govern¬ 
ment fears that any further 
discussion of this highly sensitive 
and potentially dangerous issue 
(from its standpoint) would almost 
certainly cause embarrassment to the 
ruling leadership and, worse, erode 
the credibility of the Prime Minister. 
The Government spokesmen have a 
point in a.sserting that the issue has 
been discussed threadbare and much 
time has been spent flogging "a dead 
horse" and that it is not fair to the 
country to raise the same issues again 
and again. Every fair-minded person 
would however agree that when new 
disclosures are made by some func¬ 
tionary in Europe or by certain in¬ 
fluential newspapers in this country, 
there is every justification for raising 
the issue in Parliament again. 

The irony is that the "Operation 
Cover-up" is still being carried on at 
high levels, and there is a growing 
suspidonmat even Prime Minister j 
Narasimha Rao has now become a { 
party to it. 
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11. N.D.A./NAVAL ACADEMY Rs. 90 
EXAM. 

12. REG. RURAL BANKS Rs. 75 
EXAM. (For Officers S Field Supervisors) 

13. REG. RURAL BANKS Rs. 30 
EXAM. (For Clerks Typists etc) 

14. BANK RECRUITMENT 

TESTS Rs. 40 

(For Clerks, Cashiers, Typists etc ) 

15. RESERVE BANK EXAM. Rs. 50 
(For Clerks Coin-Note Examiners) 

16. L.I.C., G.t.C. EXAM. Rs. 75 

(For Marketing/Development Officers) 
Covers all subjects including Sales Ap¬ 
titude S General Insurance 

17. L.I.C., A.D.O.’sEXAM. Rs. 50 

18. L.I.C.,G.I.C.EXAM. Rs. 50 

(For Assislants Typists S Stenos) 

19. RAILWAY RECRUITMENT Rs. 50 
TESTS (For Clerks, Typists Ticket 
Collectors, Asstt Station Masters etc ) 

20. AIR FORCE EXAM. Rs. 40 

(For Airmen Non Technical) 

21. AIR FORCE EXAM. Rs. 50 

(For Airmen Technical) 

22. INDIAN NAVY EXAM. Rs 40 

(For Sailors etc) 

23.SSC’8 S.t. POLICE EXAM. Rs. 75 
(For Delhi Police, CBI & CPO) 

24. S.S.C. CLERKS' GRADE Rs. 50 
EXAM. 


IMPROVEMENT COURSES 


1. INTELLIGENCE AND REASON¬ 
ING IMPROVEMENT 

COURSE R8.100 

(For BANKS P O , MBA, L I C , 
G IC A A O 'S etc Exams ) 

Logical Reasoning Data Interpretation 
Management Aptitude and Verbal S Non Verbal 
Intelligence Tests 

2. ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT Rs. 60 
COURSE 

Covers Practical English Grammar Common 
Errors Comprehension and Word Power 

3. GENERAL SCIENCE IMPROVE¬ 
MENT COURSE Rs. 60 

Study Material Physics Chemistry LileSnan 
ces Space Scienre Nuclear Science & Com 
puler Science Everyday Science - Basic 
Concepts Saence Qui7 & Objective Questions 

4. MATHEMATICS IMPROVEMENT 

COURSE Rs. 50 

(For N DA and C D S E xams) 

Anthmetic Mensuration Algebra Geometry 
Irigonometry and StJtistics Hints Solved Ex 
amples & Exercises 

5. OBJECTIVE MODEL 

PAPERS Rs 50 

(Five Sets For N D A COS etc) 
Model Papers based on Prevwus Years Papers 
on English G K Current Aflairs & Maihe 
matics 


CURRENT AFFAIRS 


1. CURRENT AFFAIRS Rs. 40 
iNFORMA-1992 

Presents the Latest National & Interna 
tional Scene Indepth study of Socio 
Economic Political & Scientific 
Developments Proper Background 
provided Persons & Places in news 
Honours & Awards Sports Round up 
Diary of Events Coverage upto March 
1992 

2. CURRENT AFFAIRS Rs. 30 

1000 Objective Questions 
In the formal of 10 Model Papers of 100 
Questions each Questions (Restruc 
tured) from 1991 and 1992 competitive 
exams included 


-- X 

BASIC BOOKS FOR ALL EXAMS. < 

■- 1 


1. Probable (Latest) Essays Rs, 40 

2. Precis Writing Ra 20 

3. Paragraph Writing Rs. 20 

4. Letter Writing Rs. 25 

5. Objective English Rs. 25 

6. Advanced General 

English Rs. 30 

7. Test of Reasoning/ 

Logical Reasoning Ra 30 

8. Intelligence & Reasoning Rs. 20 
Tests 

9. Mental Ability Tests Rs. 25 

10. Numerical Ability 

- 4 Capsule Rs. 20 

11. Objective Arithmetic Rs. 20 

12. Everyday Science Rs. 20 

13. Comprehensive General Rs. 30 
Science 

14. General Mental Ability Rs. 35 


(Including Verbal Non-VerbalS 
Basic Mathematical Ability) 

15. Indian Economy - A Study Rs. 40 

16. The Constitution of India Rs. 40 

17. History of India including Indian 

National Movement Rs, 35 

18. Geography - World & India Rs. 50 

GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 


1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

KIT R8.200 

(For all Competitive Exams ) 

A prestigious Career building book Con¬ 
tains Authentic and Exhaustive Study 
Material Objective Questions S Short- 
Answer Questions An ideal Reference 
Manuel 

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

DIGEST Ra 90 

Comprehensive Coverage of all Facets of 
General Knowledge Current Affairs 
covered till March 1992 A ready-reck¬ 
oner for Competitive Exams 


Note for visitors: Our office Is near Oeshbandhu College 
Working Days: Monday - Saturday (9 00AM - 500PM) 
Telephones: 6439536/6438423 


DIRECTOR: Prof, R. DHILLON 
M A, P G Dip In Journalism ((Bombay) 

Formerly Head, Deptt of English, Aggarwal College, Fandabad 
Recipient of 'The Hindustan TImss Medal In Journalism'. 


* Please Remit the Full amount (Price of desired 
book/books plus Rs, 10 per book for postage) by 
M.O./Bank Draft. 

* Books will be sent by Regd. Book Post only. 

* VPP orders will not be executed. 

* Write Name and Full address on M.O. Coupon 
in CAPITAL LETTERS. 












SPECIAL FiArURE--ll 


“Sanctions” Against India 


For llu’fithl hnic, the LliiA has made 
liiilin a victim of /N fiolni/ofestaNis/iiiif; 
global lie;^cmom/ In a fniiiitive at lion for 
hm the Hii'^h Admiiiistriitioii has 
blacklisted the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) and also Russia's 
Clavkosiiios for strikin'^ a deal for siipp- 
/]/ of booster rocket engines. This 
decision has raised a storm in India be- 
cansi' of its serious implications. 

T HF. relcitions between the USA 
.ind Indici showed a distinct im¬ 
provement after the end of the Cold 
War. The process was carried further 
with the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
India had firm and friendly ties for 
many years with the latter. In tact, 
with ov'ery passing year the process 
gatherc*d mcnnentnm. Pakistan had 
ceased to be a favourite frontline 
State of the USA because of the sig¬ 
nificant change in its strategic posi¬ 
tion. 

The pro-Pakistan tilt which 
devciopwi last during and after the 
John Foster Dulles era has melted 
away, mostly because of the nuclear 
bomb programme on which Is¬ 
lamabad has been adamant even at 
the cost of the goodwill of the 
Americans and loss of substantial 
economic and military aid. The fre¬ 
quent contacts between Now Delhi 
and Washington reinforced the good¬ 
will between the two countries—the 
world's largest democracies. Several 
initiatives were taken by New Delhi 
and Washington to affirm the new 
relationship. 

But during the past few weeks, 
Indo-US ties have received a sev’ere 
setback as a result of several 
unilateral decisions taken by the US 
Administration against India. First, 
the US t(wk retaliatory action under 
Section 301 of the Trade and Com¬ 
petitiveness Act and withdrew tariff 
concessions under its generalised 
system of preferences for phar¬ 
maceutical and chemical exports 
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from India. Washington made it clear, 
much to India's dismay, that all (the 
U.S.A's) demands must be met for 
opening up the Indian markets for 
American goods and services and 
also for the protection of US patents. 
Meanwhile the pressure on India for 
signing the highly .discriminatory 
Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
mtiunted. Confirmation of the pres¬ 
sure on India, direct and indirect, and 
of the implicit threat, came through 
the comment of the "New York 
Times" to the effect that the obliga¬ 
tion imposed on India by the recent 
chang'^ in world politics tt) go global 
in its political and economic relations 
is a source of potential leverage for all 
countries with an interest in nuclear- 
free India. 

The US maintains friendly ties 
with a country only as long as that 
country helps to promote the inter¬ 
ests of Wa.shington in various arenas. 
If it does not and shows a tendency to 
act independently, Wa.shington drops 
that country like a hot brick, especial¬ 
ly in a Presidential election year (as 
1992 is). This is precisc^ly what has 
happened. On May II, 1992, a U.S. 
State Department spokesman as¬ 
serted the right of his country to im- 
fxi.se sanctions, full or partial, against 
any country that enters into transac¬ 
tions that are inconsistent with the 
provisions of the MTCR (Missile 
Technology Control Regime)—a dis¬ 
criminatory measure. The MTCR was 
evolved by the US and 15 other 
countries in 1987 to check the spread 
of missile technology to the develop¬ 
ing world. Explaining why the USA 
had not imposed sanctions apinst 
India and Russia as such, and only 
singled out the two companies (ISRu 
and Glavkosmos) for punishment, 
the spokesman said: "We restrict US 
support for firms and organisations 
which are engaged in trade which ex¬ 
ceeds MTCR guidelines. The Russia- 
India deal (not yet finalised), for 


transfer of technology, Washington 
feels, would contribute to the 
development of a MTCR class system 
capable of carrying a payload of 500 
kg to a minimunrdistance of .300 km. 
The US law provides for sanctions in 
such cases". 

Furore in India: There has been 
much resentment in India against the 
US action. "Look a t the way the screw 
is being tightened against u.s", said 
Prof N VC Swamy, Director of the In¬ 
dian Institute of Technology (IIT), 
Madras, while expressing serious 
concenr at the Bush Administration's 
two-year ban t>n ISRC^ for commer¬ 
cial transactions in the USA. The 
"punishment" has been given for 
negotiations to import three 
cryogenic rocket engines from Rus¬ 
sia. His impression was that the US 
had taken the step because it was 
afraid that India could prove what it 
could achieve in space .science 
through indigenous technology. 

Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
said in New IX'lhi on May 7 that 
India would not tolerate arm-twist¬ 
ing or dictates from any other 
country and charter its own inde¬ 
pendent course without coming into 
confrontation with any big or small 
power. He asserted that India would 
strive not to be isolated in the world 
while resisting pressure from any 
country. He reiterated that India 
would never sign the NPT. 

The US ban on trade and technol¬ 
ogy transfer to ISRO evoked strong 
condemnation in Parliament on May 
12, with members demanding sharp 
retaliatory action against the USA, in¬ 
cluding cancellation of the propost'd 
Indo-US joint naval exercises in the 
Indian Ocean. There was a spon- . 
taneous protest from all sections of 
Parliament; in fact, both the ruling 
party and opposition members vied 
with each other in assailing the US 
decision, "^hey asserted that the 
country's scientists were capable of 
meeting the challenges posed by the 



How to Study 

for Success in Competitions 
(use more mind power) 



Your mind is very powetfiil. 

You may not know it. Biit yogis in India have 
always known it. And scientists have also dis¬ 
covered it now. That each penon's mind is really 
very powerful. That most people use only 10% of 
their mind power. That most people, do not use 
upto 90% of the mind power. 

If you can use mote mind power to study, you 
can stu^ more efTiciently than 99% of the stu¬ 
dents. &), you can fee sure of success in your 
subjects and your competitions. 

This interesting information is from my 
surprisingly p^rful course "Raj Bapna's Mind 
Power Study Techniques", ^is 224-page course 
is available only by post with money b^k guaran¬ 
tee and free ^R.) 

Not for Everyooo 

Hiis oouise n sot for eve^ooe. It ii not for a perstm 
who wants to gel aucceas by magic. Itiaalaonol fora person 
who wants to get soeccas without sincere work. 

But, it is for a person who studiea sinceiely and who is 
serious about success. To leant more, read this artkte fidty. 

Your Success Depends on 
Tnese 9 Success faclvtrs 

• Your intelligence, memory, connntraikm • Your goals 
• Hme you spend to achieve goals • Effectiveness or ef¬ 
ficiency aAvoidiag big,mistakes •Health •Kirowingifaat 
you canget much more success thanyou currently do •writ- 
ing, interview, speech techniques •Exam-techniques 

As you unimvc in any of these 9 factors, your chance 
of getting succeas increases. And J can help you improve in 
all Ihcs^ factors. 

Surpri'iinij iJijrt Tiu(? 

You have been lumlng muy >ubjecU> io Kbool* or 
college, for 10,12, or IS yeii,. Il u ijliprisiiig llut ibey do 
not s^nd even one hour lo teach how to use you mind power, 
bow to tiudy for aucceaa. 

I leach only one thing: bow to uk your mmd power lo 
study and gel success in competitions. 

Mijmory Secrets 

Without revision, we forget 82% In 24 hours. We 
remember only 18% aRcr 24 boaiit. 

II clearly ahows that you must revise. From the oourie, 
you will learn bow many Umra lo revise and bow to revise 
syslemalicuUy. You wilf also team how lo plan your day so 
inat you can revise during Ihe time that moat people waste. 

Sdeoltnc rciearch tells us that we should nol study 
conlinuously for long lime. But, for belter memory, we 
should take real. From the course, you will learn: for how 
long lo study and for bow long lo lake rest You will also 
learn whal lo do during real lo gel the maximum btnefk from 
il-io retax you, to ebsnse your brain waves, and lo put you 
in a "leaming slate' foriaslci ksming. 

You will learn many other easy lechnlqucs lo improve 
your memory quickly. 

Read Faster to iiawe Tirnc 

Everyone can team to read and understand 300 words, 
500 worwru even more words per minute. But.manyofns 
read only about 100 woidt per mhtule. 

You will leant an easy technique that will/mnv to you 
in 30 mimilcs that you can doMe your reading meed. By 
leading faster, vour concenlralioa will improve snd yon will 
revise more in leu lime. 


BIO-DATA 

B E, Brrs Paani. M Tech, imCharagpur. Piesltaious 
NTS scholar. Bank S in H^k School Rs] hoaid (9» in 
Phy8lca,Cliem.Maih). 

Wnrtd-bmoiu author. Published 3 books in USA in- 
ciuriiiu the bent icUing *TH^ of MS4X>S Mislea*, 721 
I>age027.95. 

Increased my reading speed from 72 words to as fast u 
1037 words per minuic. 

Firal engineering lob Mid only Ra 1000 per MONTH 
Finnily, camed $50^ 150^ per HOUR in USAis conifer 
expen ind writer. 

At the peek of siMccnt, I leR USAMd letumed to India. 
To share my expertize in mind power dl atudy lechniquea. 

Expert tat fomonten, mind pourei, and stody Icchniqiies. 
Whs n member of %e SoMiy nr Accelentod Lcmlog * 
Tuchina,USA. 

I-eant No-Mind mcdilnlion of Oshe, TM of Mihesk 
Yogi, Hl-lecb medlutlon of Broiber Chutes, etc. 

AJM.knrtttumre 


Can You Answer 
Thesfe Questions’ 

• What type of music can improve your memory 
and concentration? 

• For better memory, should you read faster or 
slower! 

• Should you study continuously or lake rest? 

• How many bouts per night mu^ou sleep to 
keep your mind and your body efficient? 

• Is it better lo study early in the morning or late 
in the night? 

• How to avoid the three nustahes during exam 
days that can cause failure for most people. 

• Do examineis give more marks if you write 
more and fill more pages? 

• Which vitamins can help your brain ftinction 
better and improve your IQ? 

• How. for two common types of questions, can 
you fool the examiner and get mote marks? 

For details, please read this article fidly. _ 

!t You Are Talt'nQ Coaching... 

Oood. I fflyacIfadvlK people to isfcc good coaling. My 
course is not like couchiiig fax a compeiluon. 

My course is like the bniodslion of a building. And 
conching is like design for the buildlim. Just as • strong 
foundation will help you build a good buUdiqg, my course 
will help you nuke the best use at tour coaching. 


COURSE CONTENTS 

1. Lean two mind power atady lechniqaa la oae 
hoai^Bd quIcMy Improve your atady cKIrltBoy *The 
finger technique to hniirove your reading speed quk'kiy: 
pn»r thal you are capable of aehievinjg mod mote than whal 
otteii have told you eThe Daily Routine; your guide lo 
super success 

2. Exam locrels toraattlBg moR aarha sOo not cat 
just before ca exam • How do examtaieis conect answer 
papen, and how lo use ibla knowledge lo gei more marks 
m For iwo types of questions, you can even fool the examiner 
■ Would you like to try mega-vitamins to boxat your uuel- 
ligence lemponrily during exam-days • 4 more topics 

3. Read lhatcr sad aBderataad batter ■ Undeisundiag 
and taking care of your eyes • Experience your mind power 
as a magnet *3 more topica 

4. Bow to Inpravc ymir mcnory In a sarprUmdy 
easy way •Systematic Revision and Dally Rouime: Toe 
easiesi and most powerful memory uchnuptes *4 more 
topics 

5. latcrvicw tochalqoH Ihr scIf-caBlhloBc* nad tac- 
cans ■Interviews, groop dbeuvuons, and public speaking 
oHow to develop confidenee ■2nwre topics 

C. Soow tochnkiMa (ar Inspnviag memory, eoa- 
ccBlnItoB, oimI lataHtoaacc aTake Ihcsc vitamins lo im¬ 
prove the fiuictiooiiig of your brain and your body aHow lo 
sleep well a Mcditatiim; an socieni technique for more brain 
power a/ncreanyaurauef/igmee by Imqe Streaming aS 
moretopka_ 

NOTE 

This course is 

_ updated retsulariy. _ 


7. How lo sac your tianc In the cinumon for succtu 
• 8 topica 

8. Mknd BMpo: a acw sdrallflc way to lake 
maBMraMe aaln a Memory key words and creative key 
words aThc beat way lo lake notes a 7 more topics 

9. P roM oa s yooncir tor succcts by ushw the power 
of bcHeA ■BsvMdlom oad aeon Hwblic prMnm- 
mlag a Anebot yourself for success whUc watching TV or 
(Qms a Using music and relaxaUon tor mind programming 
•Chaagfam bidieb and hibib aS mote lopka 

!•. AMaacednacmoiy tochaiques to remember long 
aeqneacea, apellhigp, and compMcobd thlagi aThcsccntt 
of meniary tnbnlqueseHowto iwateerfrer^fritgr aJ more 
lopks 

II. Sonm aq|ar mMaka la exoa-days aad haw to 
avoid them tStodca 

U. New ratcardi In biwla aikact ahows that yon ara 
more capiMe than yaa Ihhds aSuperlcaniiiig ad aion 
topici 

13.3t fanpartani quesUoas sad aaawcn 032 topica 

Yes, Succes.s is Difficult 

Wby*^ BecausetoomanvpeopleAppcurincomp^ioota 
For example, recBOdy 3 lakh po^ apM^ for 900 IAS 

pooM ^10 lakh sai^ for 732 SSC acik pwli. 

Urn only ImportaolqoealloBk: How lofresaa/tMliicky 
togeiBHccess? 


Do you uml e man d fnllir thal you must order the course 
nowUyoumrtellyserumstboMutxstst. OndarlhconiiM 
xpucUy. DonTwaii. DonT detoy. 

Wnat f^dent Say 

'New nppnnch... Very effective sad easy tochaimict fee 
incteaaiw the meaial power, whiM topnrved dlalcalfy aba.. 
llahowi sal there liBOBMalilUmitatKa. SuRblstoaaldeSI 
coune frw swdeala k nrafesdauto.* 

’“DeBl D&t. MHKMS, BSTiMkolColIni 
■h was vary banalMal tor aj IAS axons." 

~K^iluUuD»shliCerakll^(UaoTPrtdes*l 
T am very gralehil to your soipitoialpy etfedlve c o asa. 
Even my leader was suiprkedacetag my high OMtfcs. law* 
ay ssecaa to God and to yon' 

••BtwilUuuolteishnon, student, Bombay 
'I have ao wonto to thaAk your ooinsc... made things ao 
simple that i can not believe. I hnpraved my itadiag spend 
from 80 words to 300 words per miaale to just two diys. 
Mind maps and Sri Yanin surely very useflii aad efleedve. 
My heartidl thanks.' 

-AshokKrUirdm. studemBSc, VmU}H 
Techniques are simple, fast, aad easy. Unbelicvibly. I Im¬ 
proved my reading aped bom 75 toZOOwofdaper mtooto. 
My son (dess 4) im^vcd his memocy. He slso Inpnved 
hk reading speed bom 45 to 100.' 

-PnfUBhotnagor,PhD,Feemeifybif/SA 
'Helped me like a boon. Fhit <tay, 1 impnved my rending 
eDictency from 100 to 210 words ear mtoule.* 

- Subosh Chandra SahoO) student, Oaya (Bihar) 

' WHb your coune, loot many man naariin ttUn badtonai * 
■■SudlurSharma, B£ student, VIdiihe (UP) 

.................— 


) Lo«tt A Big Chance. But You.,. 

I am asking you not to delay, bccauael myaelfmadelhto 
senow inkuke once. While studying for nT. I wnnlcd to 
take the brat count. The cost was Rs 350. Jail Ibe aitny 
otbet students, I could pay the money. Bat I was not sure if 
ilcoukl mrffyfreJpme. So, I Willed. FinaUy.atler Smoadto, 
I ordered die course. U wis very good. Mr tank was 11^ 
■wbk'b was OK bul uol good. So, 1 did not join Ift, buf I had 
lojoin BITS Pllani. 

I losi a hto chance because I was late to my dcckkm. 

You abouid noi loose any chance. Order tha come nam 
You will feet good knowing lhal you are making one of the 
best investments fox bcllet education. Job, career. 

Cin you fanagtoe tbr day when you will get xueeesdl 
Your friends and lelsllvcs will come lo your house to eoa- 

f rautbueyou. Km will ^ipniiid and Juppy. Andyouwll 
c sure oft bright future. Thai day, you wul thank me and 
explain to olben how my course helped you gel success. 

hftONEY BACK GUARA»«TBE 

Because you do not know me, some of you may not be 
sure lo order the caurs now. But I am 100% lare ml you 
will improve quickly sad benefit greatly. So I give you Ibis 
unique guarantee: fust use the course tor 31 dnyi. r<> nay 
reason.ifyou are not frilly 100% satiated, atoipy acad the 
course In original condition aad we w8l lead yMr atooey 
back (minus stamps, bandltagj. No questions ashed. 

Thousands and tbouaana of readers bom every oomci 
of India are already beneTiiliag bom thk powenW new 
course. Only you know whal you will nto if order this 
course. And oidy you know whal you win loose if you do 
noi order it. 

So, order the course. To get sncctsk. E asily. Quickly. 

r ORDER NOW and SAVCl 


i (NOT Avallabto In Any BooK Shop) I 
I Discount pries Rs 05 . i 
FrssQItt. FrssPostMs. 

I The price of Ihe oouise k Rs 440 to U^ But to | 
; India, il k only Rs 135. Thk coarse k newly tainducted, 

I aaweaNofreitogyouadkcoaatprictofibfSaalyaaw. I 
' You esa Older the coune to two ways: (1) Send Rs ] 
'95. Then pou^ek FREE. So cost k Rs 95 only. OR 
>r VPP, scod Rs 30 sa advaoce. Postage k Rs t' 
y rematoiag i 


: to. ' 


i f2) For VpP, aesd Rs 30 as advaoce. 

I ray rematoiag aaioqal to jmslmaa wheo you gel the | 
campkic oouise. So, for VPI* total cost k Rs 105. I 
I Ax our bee gift, we wdl aend you a braiHiflil color I 
I poeterofSriKMra tohnpfovc yourconceniielion. I 
I So, go the haiar er post t^e, make your Money i 
I Order or Hnk Draft payable to "Mind Power Rmarch I 

I InatitutoUdalw, Rajaatnan*. Thensradiiqiurktoia! ■ 

I Oirwtor, hiiiM Pnwor Hoooa r ot t bwHtMi I 
. |Mrl«ndPo«MrClwinbara.H.M.SMlor4 • 
I . Udai|Mre(RS)S19001 I 

I IMPORTANTNOTE; Please writt your ftiU addya ■ 
I with stole^lN neatly to Bagliab CAFTI^ letseii. For | 
, MO, picaac aba wrile your addicM to 'Space for Com- , 
I mnakstion* at the boilM of the MO bum. I 

'-UpjBduT^flOfiSwiGSasnhaamT^ 






US ban. 

The US ciuthoritios coiivonicntly 
c)verl(H)k«l the fact that tlic Indian 
space programme is meant only tor 

f )eacetul purposes and did not vio- 
ate the provisions of (he MICK Tlie 
Opposition Leader m India's Parlia¬ 
ment demanded that the Govern¬ 
ment should give broad outline's of 
how it proposetl to deal with the US 
offensive. 

A typical lominent was made by 
a Congress M.P who saici the US 
move amounted to striking at the 
sovereignty of the country The sanc¬ 
tions were not against the ISKO, he 
contended, but against the country. 
He went to the extent of describing 
the sanctions as "a declaration of 
war" against India. The Government, 
it was widely felt, should discard its 
kid gloves anci come out with an ade- 
ijiiate and befitting reply. A CTM 
spokesman dt'seribed the US action 
as "oiitragc'ous". 

Since India is not a signatory to 
the MTCR, it cannot be expected to 
conform to its provisions. According 
to some quarters, the latest actions 
demonstrate that the US is not a reli¬ 
able friend as the Soviet Union was. 
Is the ban on the ISRO a signal that 
India should be prepared to face 
American overlorclship? The extent 
of the MIV fury could be judged 
from the observation of one member 
that the act was like "trade ter¬ 
rorism", it not worse. 

The cryogenic engine technology 
sought by ISKO for its Geostationary 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) is not new 
The first rocket using this technol- 
ogy—the Atlas Centaur—appeared 
in the US about three decades ago. It 
used a combination of liquid 
hydrogen and liquid oxygen propel¬ 
lant. The Atlas launcher is still in use 
and has been found effective. 

Ground Realities: This matter 
has an interesting history. The US it¬ 
self had offered this system to India 
(and certain other countries) but it 
demanded a heavy fee for it. The US 
option, according to ISRO Chairman, 
was prohibitively costly. The price 
quoted by Russia is stated to be one- 
fourth of the French offer of Rs 800 
crore. It may be mentioned thatGlav- 
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kosmos, the Russian civilian space 
agency, desperately nec'ds buyers for 
its technology, and India also urgent¬ 
ly requires it. The offer to India was 
first made by the former President of 
the Soviet Union, Mr Gorbachov, 
during a visit to this country. The 
agreement was however signed a few 
months before the collapse Of the 
Soviet Llnion. In principle, India can 
develop a cryogenic engine in¬ 
digenously. But the time required— 
eight to 10 years at least—is very long 
and will materially affect the GSLV 
programme "Time trade-oft" was 
the reason behind the ISRCTs bid to 
buy the technology from Russia. 

But the US is also trying to 
prevent India from buying the requi¬ 
site technology from other sources 
On May 13, 1992, the Slate Depart¬ 
ment reportedly urged other parties 
to the MTCR (Missile Technology 
Control Regime) to impose sanctions 
against the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) and Russia's 
Glavkosmos tor their cryogenic en¬ 
gine rocket deal. "Being a mi'mber of 
the MTCR or a signatory to it, you 
have agreed to the rule, you should 
subscribe to the rule", the State 
Department spokesperson has told 
them. 

The Department's belief is that 
the sanctions against the Russian 
agency would not stand in the way of 
the US buying from Russia the ad¬ 
vanced nuclear "Topaz" rocket en¬ 
gine 11 IS learnt that it will take the US 
two or three years to develop this 
type of riKket engine and it will cost 
that country a couple of billion dollar. 
The contract by the US for Russian 
nuclear engines, it is explained, does 
not involve Glavkosmos and thert'- 
fore is unaffected by the sanctions. 
Thus the US is itself doing what it 
want to prevent India from doing. 

Some American sources believe 
that advanced countries such as Ger¬ 
many and japan arc not likely to im¬ 
pose sanctions and would probably 
supply the technology to any cus¬ 
tomer ready to pay. There is another 
option. While Glavkosmos is barred, 
other companies in both countries 
will still be free to trade with the 
USA. The "Washington Times" has 
pointed out that the effect of the US 
decision would also be loss of busi¬ 


SPECIAL FEATURE—II 


ness for Americans in India. 

'Tliere is no doubt,-however, that 
the ban i.s a warning to the parties, 
especially Russia, that the US will not 
condone the transfer of technology 
with military applications. The Bush 
Administration rears that the rockets 
made with the Russian engine could 
be used to deliver bombs. The 
Government of India has strongly 
refuted Uiis charge and has repeated¬ 
ly assured that its programme is en¬ 
tirely peaceful. Tjie Russian agency 
has affirmed that the rtx'ket engine 
will be difficult to use for military 
purpo.se.s; it will take quite some time 
to make the adaptation for military 
purposes. India has no intentions 
whatever to adopt such a course. 

Nevertheless there would cer¬ 
tainly be a setback to the Indian spate 
programme as a result of the two- 
year ban. Condemning the ban, the 
Director of the Nehni Planetarium 
feels that "the US is behaving like a 
schiKil principal". 1 le also expressed 
the view that the US is hitting out 
against Russia more-lhan India. "The 
US wants to control Russia", he vnid. 
He also felt worried because the US 
can make things more difficult for 
India by exerting pressure on the 
European Space Agency not to 
launch this country's satellites. India 
cannot depend entirely on Russia 
either. It may K' recalled that alter the 
Pokharan nuclear explosion in May, 
1974, the US slopped the supply of 
uranium to Tarapur. What the US is 
doing, according to the Indian 
planetarium dirt'ctor is nothing but 
resorting to arm-twisting of the worst 
fonn. 

Another Indian scientist is of the 
opinion that the Americans are be¬ 
having like big bullies. He also did 
not rule out the possibility of the US 
creating more trouble for us as India 
still depends on other countries for 
launching satellites. If the US sticks to 
its decision, it would be very difficult 
for India to find alternative sources 
for the supply of the equipment that 
is now being denied. Cnina can, if it 
likes, fill the gap and come to India's 
rescue. Of course there is nothing like 
self-reliance and developing our own 
rocket sysfbm but besides the heavy 
cost there is the time factor, which is 
vital. 
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Dynamic EXIM Policy? 


Ixpott or pcit'^h /s MO lofij(ei a 
mere It b a formidable and real 

ilwllenge The piebcnt government /<; 
deteimined to nuet it flu poluy 
fiamework formulatid in tlu five \/iat 
FXIM doiiinnnt denwiNiably s/;o70s 
//7/s The bticce^biall'’ fot lommeiisurate 
ifforts on tlu part of tin htisnu'^'^ lom 
miinity Tliisfiatnn i\aniiiu'^ tlu mhole 
•iiamnt of problem^ 

Introduction 

HL new Export import (i-XlM) 
policy onnouiKed on March 31, 
1W2 has the longest ever validity toi 
a period of five years ending with 
March 31 1997 and is co terminus 
with the eighth five yeni plan 1992 
97 However if necessary changes 
can be ettcc ted om e dui mg a quarter 
on luly 1, October 1 Januau 1 and 
April 1 each year 

It seeks to embody the bade 
policy announcements Kiade earlier 
in fuly and August 1991 and redeems 
the pledges to further liberalise the 
tree trade regime It is believed that 
the trade can flouiish only in a 
regime ot substantial freedom 

the new Fxim policy has been 
die talc'd by and is compkinenlary to 
the macro economic adjustment and 
stabilisation policy initiatives takm 
bv the present government It is m 
tandem with other policies aimcxl at 
short term fiscal correction and 
medium term c'conomic re-structur- 
ing 

In a bid to offset the persistent 
adverse balance ot payments (BOPs) 
and the daunting debt, which had en 
clangored the health of India's 
economy, the first step taken by the 
government was to adjust the exter¬ 
nal value of rupee in terms of major 
international currencies like the US 
dollar, £ sterling, D Mark etc Ihe 
rupc'C had been devalued by about 20 
per cent in July 1991 This helped 
eliminate the Cash Compensatory 
Support (CCS) to exports in 1991-92 
and reduced thereby the budgetary 
defiat by Rs 2,000 crore The fun¬ 


damental objective of rupee devalua¬ 
tion was to bcKist exports But that 
was not enough A package of 
measures epitomised as trade 
liberalisation had to be taken and 
have now been incorporated in the 
rXIM dcKument 

Objectives 

1 IE first and toiemost objective of 
the new 1 xim policy obviously is 
to give a shrift to exports through 
de-iegulation de burcaucratisntion 
incentives and enhanced capital 
goods imports To enable cxpoiters 
to plan their imestmc'nt better the 
Union Ministry of Commerce has 
made the polic v for a longei period of 
five yc'ars instead of threx' \ears iis 
clone in the past It has also stipulated 
that the policy changes, it necessary, 
should bx? only once in a cjuarter of a 
year These provisions are intendcxl 
to impart greater stability in trade 
It IS argued that despite the in 
cenhves for exports mainlv oui easier 
and more profitable access to imports 
and removal oi relaxationof contiols, 
self suslaincxl growth of exports con 
tinues to elude us This export pes 
simism, according to the Secretary, 
Union Ministry of Commerce, is un 
warrantcxl It must be admitted, how 
ever, that the quantum jump in 
exports neexied to lift the economy to 
a higher growth path reduction in 
abject poverty distributive justice 
and less of regional inequalities are 
not goals within oui easy reach A 
tuin around on the external tionl 
would depend considerably on the 
growth of the domestic as well as 
world economy India may fail to ex 
pand exports if the global economy 
now in rc'cession, dexs not recover 

The new trade policy is chargcxl 
with an import bias, because all im 
ports, except those on the "slim 
negative list or restricted or banned 
items, are allowed without any let or 
hindrance Tliere are now only four 
lists a banned or negative list, a 
restneted list, a canalisra list, and the 


fourth covering all other goods freely 
importable without prior permiv 
sion/licence or condition Tne new 
Exim policy liberalises the import of 
oven capital goods 

With the flotxl-gates for imports 
open, the policy has been described, 
bv some cntics, as "Import-export 
(Impex)' policy implying thereby 
that the focus in the policy is on im¬ 
ports lather than exports 

It the impact of liberal imports 
leads to dumping ot substandards or 
imwantcxl gcxids (in fact two such 
cases have akeady cKcurred and have 
been brought to the notice of the 
government), the government would 
not bo found wanting It is planning 
to tighten the legal framework for 
stnngent anti-dumping regime 

It would also be necessjiry for the 
gtwernmonl to si’e that the imports 
for the low piiority sector of produc¬ 
tion are discouraged drastically 
While the demand of the import-in- 
tensive industries justified import 
liberalisation, India cannot afford 
any profligacy in spending foreign 
exchange 

Highlights 

T O achieve the foregoing objec- 
bves, the new Fxim policy gives a 
further push to liberalisation Trade is 
now tree, though not fully It is still 
lestricted via the negative list of im¬ 
ports (which may be pruned further 
later) and of exports 

Ihe negative list of imports is 
claimcxi' to be the shortest ever Im¬ 
ports included m this list would be 
subject to a licence The list contains 
prohibited items (3) tallow, animal 
rennet and ivory un-manufactured, 
the restricted imports (70) consumer 
goods like industrial, agricultural, 
mineral, and canalised items (8) 
petroleum products, chemical, fer¬ 
tilisers, drugs, cxlible oils, oil seeds 
and cereals etc 

The negative list of exports con¬ 
tains seven prohibited items, 62 items 
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subject to restrictions; and 10 
canalised items. Export of 4A items 
will be permitted with minimum 
regulation. 

The fact that capital goods are 
excluded frbm the negative list is a 
notable feature of the new Exim 
policy. Not only this. Even second¬ 
hand capital g(X>d& will be allowt>d 
for import. The latter provision is 
dangerous as the "old" capital gtwds 
may impair the tjuality of the product 
and if it does not require hi-tech, 
India may not have updatexJ technol¬ 
ogy- 

The Union Commerce Ministry 
has indicated its intention to prune 
the negative list further. This means 
that the process of liberalisation is 
still incomplete 

The new Exim policy has 
mounted an assault on bureaucratic 
regime built up over the past four 
decades or so. The network of rules 
and regulations which provided sup¬ 
port and strength to the system, nur¬ 
tured the licence raj and facilitated 
the exercise of discretionary controls 
by the vested interests has been ra/ed 
to the ground. The old paradigm of 
trade, though opposed for long by 
the private sector, was assiduously 
sustained by the proponents of the 
public sector as an instrument of 
development. It has undoubtedly 
contributed a lot towards the growth 
of the economy and assisted the 
private sector, too, but the achieve¬ 
ments have fallen short of the expec¬ 
tations. The controlled economy is 
faulted for obstructing development. 
The oligopolistic market resulted in 
distortions and inefficiency. The 
hopes have turned into fears and 
aspirations dashed. The change has, 
therefore, become inevitable. The 
Exim policy envisages bold and in¬ 
novative measures for re-structuring 
the trading system and integrating 
the economy with the world 
economy. The outward-looking ap¬ 
proach and competition abroad (and 
also at home) have their own ad¬ 
vantages and disadvantages. 

De-canalisation of certain im¬ 
ports through the public sector un¬ 
dertakings is an important 
component of the liberalisation 
process. The Mineral and Metals 
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Trading Corporation (MMTC) is con¬ 
sequently, likely to lose about Rs 
1,5CX) crore in a year. The State Trad¬ 
ing Corporation (STC) will also be 
severely affected by this decision. 
The number of canalising PSUs has, 
as a result, been reduced from eight 
to just five. 

The Union Minister of Com¬ 
merce, Mr P. Chidambaram, has 
hinted that these organisations 
would now have a new role. They 
will simply operate like other export 
houses and star trading houses and 
that they would be judged by their 
efficiency and performance. Their 
importance as official importing and 
exporting agencies has now eroded 
considerably. 

Another feature of the Exim 
policy is simplification and 
rationalisation of trading procedures. 
As a result, the policy dcxrument has 
slimmed down from 828 pages to 
barely 85 pages. 

Comments 

A ccording to Mr Chidam¬ 
baram, the new Exim "policy 
marks a watershed in the country's 
trade policy regime, which, for years, 
was based on the principle of balanc¬ 
ing imports and exports". 

The philosophy of the new policy 
is "to free the foreign trade regime 
from licensing, quantitative restric¬ 
tions and other discretionary con¬ 
trols. What is naore, it is based on 
"trust". The trade performance hin¬ 
ges on the positive response of the 
trio: industry, trade and business. 

He claims that the jxilicy will 
have a positive impact on exports to 
General Currency Area (GCA) and 
Rupee Payment Area (RPA). He 
rejects outright the view that the im¬ 
ports will outrun exports in the wake 
of import liberalisation. His conten-i 
tion is that since through the 
economic reform package the 
economy has switched on to free 
market regime, and exports thrive in 
such an environment, the apprehen¬ 
sion of their lagging behind imports 
seems imaginary. Furthermore, the 
real question is more of the nature or 
type of imports rather than of the 
quantum of imports. The govern¬ 
ment is conscious of restricting not 


only in-essential imports but also en¬ 
courage export-related imports. The 
emphasis is on indigenisation of 
production without compromising 
the quality of the product. 

In short, we should avoid im¬ 
ports which can be produced within 
the country at a comparativeiy lower 
cost and export value-added goods 
rather than the raw material. This 
would require new technology and 
skill. The new trade and financial 
policies are geawed to create and 
procure technology with greater 
ease. To lake decisions in this regard 
and implement them rests now with 
the private sector. It is for the trading 
community to rise to the occasion. 
The new Exim policy has created 
salubrious climate. 

Predictably, the policy has been 
hailed by trade and industry bodies 
which feel that it would stimulate ex¬ 
ports. The president of Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry expects the export growth to 
exceed 12 per cent in 1992-93 and 
over 15 per cent a year in dollar terms 
during the eighth plan period, given 
the stability of the policy framework. 

It is for the first time that the 
trade policy lays the much-needed 
stress on product quality in a 
separate chapter. 

The Calcutta-based Indian 
Chambers of Commerce maintains 
that the "simple, concise and clear- 
cut" policies laid down in the Exim 
document would enable exporters to 
chalk out investment plan on a long¬ 
term basis. 

A survey conducted by the Naticm- 
al Council of Applied Economic Re¬ 
search reveals that the export demand 
will grow by 6.9 per cent in 1992-93 as 
against the growth rateof 3.9cent in 
the previous year. The credit for the 
high^ export growti) goes to the liberal 
trade pol^ according tomorethan half 
of die respondents. 

Not all exporters are happy over 
the new Exim policy, although the 
majority of them are. The president of 
an exporters' assexnation sa)rs; 'This 
is not an ei^port-import policy. It is an 
import policy." He criticises also the 
capital goods imports and prefers 
fetology import- 
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Power Struggle in Kabul 

Tribal iRivalries, Factional Manoeuvres 


After 14 i/ears of bitter fi^hhn^ 
against Communist forces, lohich devas¬ 
tated the country, Afghanistan had a 
spell of peace, with a new President, Prof 
Sihghatullah Mojadidi in place of Dr 
Najibullah ivho stepped down There 
was internal conflict, between rival, 
guerrilla groups; this was followed by a 
cease-fire which continues to be in force 
for the time being But peace hangs by a 
thread, zoitli Mr Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
leader of the extremist group of the 
Miqahideen, whose dream of seizing 
power in Kabul, remaining unfulfilled, 
threatening resumption of war The 
situation IS fluid 

I. Dismal Scenario 

F or nearly 14 years Afghanistan 
was rtxrked by a civil war which 
resulted in two million casualties and 
virtually ruined the economy. The 
period of conflict ended on April 29, 
1992, when Prof Mojadidi, a 
moderate, Ux)k over as provisional 
President. He formed an interim 
Governing Council, with the clear 
understanding that he would stay in 
power for only two months and then 
make way for Prof Burhanuddin 
Kabbani. It was also understood that 
the new regime in Kabul would 
prepare the way for a general election 
which would determine the 
country's future and decide who 
should rule in Kabul. 

Negotiations between the rival 
Mujahideen groups have been in 
progress since the exit of Dr Najibul- 
lah. Kabul has been free from the dis¬ 
tressingly familiar random rockets 
fired by rival goenillas. But the over¬ 
all scene is not heartening. Mr Gul¬ 
buddin Hekmatyar has threatened 14 
more years (A yrar and another,two 
million casualties in his bid to'iSeize 
power. On May 16,1992:, a UN envey 


warned that the tenuous peace be¬ 
tween rival guernlla groups could 
discourage international assistance 
to bring home the world's largest 
refugee population and rebuild a 
devastate country. The temporary 
truce is between the new Islamic in¬ 
terim government in Kabul and the 
renegade fundamentalist rebels led 
by Mr Hekmatyar 

The present position is that Mr 
Hekmatyar ha.s been virtually 
sidelined in a power-sharing arran¬ 
gement among the other Peshawar- 
based factions of the Mujahideen. At 
one time Pakistan had hoped that Mr 
Hekmatyar, whom it had backed, 
would head the rebel regime in 
Kabul. These hopes, and the ambi¬ 
tions of Mr Hekmatyar, have not been 
fulfilled. There is bound to be another 
crisis in Kabul if the provisional set¬ 
up in Kabul collapses and the bitter 
war between the Mujahideen rivals is 
resumed. Both sides have ample 
sophisticated weapons and could 
cause much havoc if these weapons 
are put to use. The Afghan guerrillas 
are ferocious fighters; by nature they 
love to engage in fighting and having 
revenge against those who they think 
have done them harm in one way or 
another. 

At present Dr Najibullah's fate is 
uncertain. He has been taking shelter 
at the UN mission premises in Kabul 
(the UN special envoy, Mr Sevan, had 
promised him safe passage to a third 
countiy). Prof Mojadidi called for for¬ 
giveness for the ousted leader. But 
Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani, who is 
scheduled to take over as the Presi¬ 
dent of Afghanistan in a few weeks, 
has said the former President must be 
tried fev treason before an Islamic 
court. Howevei; the former col¬ 


leagues of Dr Najibullah will not be 
tri^ for their past deeds as they have 
been granted general amnesty by the 
new Islamic government Prof Rab¬ 
bani is the chief of the Jamiat-e-Is- 
lami. 

On May 12 this year the fun¬ 
damentalist government placed the 
Communist Party, which ruled the 
country from 1978 until April, 1992, 
under an immediate ban. All assets of 
the banned p4irty are to be confis¬ 
cated. Attendance of Friday prayers 
has been made compulsory and there 
is now a ban on un-Islamic books and 
practices. Tragically, the Kabul 
authorities are concentrating on es¬ 
tablishing an Islamic regime rather 
than rebuilding the devastated 
country. 

II. Accords for Peace 

HF ground for ending hostilities 
was prepared by the Geneva ac¬ 
cords. The main features of the ac¬ 
cords, signed on April 14,1988, were: 

1. According to a bilateral agree¬ 
ment between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan in particular, the two parties 
undertook (a) to respect the 
sovereignty, political independence, 
territorial integrity, national unity, 
security and non-alignment of the 
other; (b) to refrain from threat or use 
of force in any ftjrm whatsoever so as 
not to violate the boundaries of each 
other or disrupt the political, social or 
economic order of the other; (c) to 
ensure that its tmih^ is not used m 
any manner which would violate the 
soverdgnty, political independence, 
territorial integrity and national 
unity of the other; (d) to refrain from 
armed intervention, subversion or 
military occupation; (e) to prevent 
within its territory the training. 
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equipping, financing and rocriiit- 
menf of mercenaries for tiu* purpose 
of hostile activities against the other; 
and (f) to abstain from any hostile 

‘ propaganda. 

2. All refugees shall be allowed 
to return in freedom to their 
homeland. The returnees shall enjoy 
the free choice of domicile and 
freedom of movement; they shall 
enjoy the right to work and to adi*- 
quate living conditions, the right to 
participate on an equal basis in the 
civic affairs of the Republic of Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

.3.‘ The Soviet Union and the 
U.S.A. undertook to refrain from any 
form of interference and intervention 
in the internal affairs of the Republic 
of Afghanistan and the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan and to respeit 
the commitments in the bilateral 
agreement. 

In the U.S. official and non-otli- 
cial circles the Soviet dc'cision to pull 
out from Kabul was viewed as a vic¬ 
tory of the then President Reagan and 
of American foangn policy. For the 
first time the U.S. had a fairly active 
official role on Afghan territory as a 
guarantor of the accord along with 
the Soviet Union. Since the adventure 
was proving costly and the Soviet oc¬ 
cupation forces were suffering losses 
in men, plant's and other material be¬ 
cause of the stiff opposition by the 
rebels, the pull-out meant economic 
and military relief. 

But the Soviet Union paid a 
heavy price for its misadventure. As 
many as 15,000 Soviet soldiers died in 
the war and 35,0(Kl others were 
woundtvi. Afghanistan suffered ter¬ 
rible losses in the war—one million 
people killed, including combatants 
and civilians, acairding to the U.S. 
State Department estimates. In addi¬ 
tion, five million people fled the 
country. 

The accord did not ensure that 
peace would return to the sorely af¬ 
flicted Afghanistan. There were 
several obstacles: ( 11 ) The accord was 
not a peace treaty; it was only an un¬ 
derstanding, (b) Although the terms 
of the accord debarred foreign 


powers from intervention in 
Afghanistan's internal affairs, the fact 
that the two Super Powers would 
continue their supplies of arma¬ 
ments, etc, to the ailing clique and 
the rebels respectively, meant that the 
basic causes of the conflict remained, 
(c) The rebels, and also Iran, rejected 
the accord, (d) Already the four 
protocols signed at Geneva were 
being interpreted by the signatories 
differently. 

Faction-ridden Mujahideen: 
The inten.se factionalism among the 
Mujahideen has created many 
problems. These factions are not only 
bitter against one another but take 
great delight in showing olf the be¬ 
wildering collection of weapons at 
their disposal. 

The prominent factions of the 
Mujahideen are: The ^powerful 
lamait-i-Islami, led by Ahmed Shah 
Massoud; the Ui/b-i-lslami, fun¬ 
damentalist faction, led by Ciulbud- 
din Hekmatyar; the Ittehad-i-lslami, 
led bv puritanical Abdul Rasul 
Saivyaf; the Mahaaz-i-Milli, led by 
Syed Ahmed Chillani, and Nijat-i- 
Milli, led by Prof Mojadidi, the inter¬ 
im President of the country. There is 
the mercenary force of the U/beki 
jau/jan, the allegedly neutral faction 
of the charismatic Abdul Haq, and 
the X'arious Shia groups. 

Beyond Kabul there is a bt'- 
wildering yariety of small groups of 
Younis Khalis and Mohd Nabi 
Mohamandi. The provinces are 
under the control of various ethnic 
groups. These cciuld lead to fragmen¬ 
tation ot the country. In fact, the long 
years of internal fratricidal strife 
could create a highly damaging situa¬ 
tion. It needs to be note'd that during 
the uncertain period of transition 
there was systematic looting and an 
orgy in which almost all the factions 
indulgc'd. 

The Indian Airlines office was 
ransacked and its dollar currency 
was taken away. The diplomatic 
corps in Kabul, of which the Indian 
Ambassador is a prominent figure, 
represented to the Foreign Office and 
impressed upon the officials the ur¬ 


gency of protecting the diplomats' 
and other foreigners' property. 

Unfortunately, all the traditional 
and eminent codes of ethnic and 
tribal rivalry have been at work in the 
capital—Pashtun versus Tajik, Tajik 
versus Uzbek, and so on. 

III. Rebuilding Ruined 
Country 

IGHTING apart, there is much the 
Mujahideen, the remnants of the 
Watan parly, the army and the intel¬ 
lectuals have to do. The task ot 
rebuilding and reconstructing the 
country should receive top priority. 
This was the essence ot the argument 
put forth by the Foreign Minister, Mr 
Abdul Wakil, who has been a worried 
man. Foreign, especially wc'stern as¬ 
sistance, would have to be assured to 
this end. 

Afghanistan leads the rest of the 
world in indices of poverty and 
deprivation As one U.N. official, a 
veteran Afghan watcher for some 
years, staled, the country had the 
world's lowest life expectancy (42 
years), second highest child mortality 
(300 deaths per 1,000 births), a 
monumental refugee problem (per¬ 
haps more than 3 million in Pakistan 
and an equal number in Iran) and a 
horrifying disability rate (one In five 
maimed by mines; in Kabul the men 
on crutches arc a familiar sight). 
Above all, less than two-thirds of the 
farmlands are cultivated and the 
country is unable to feed its popula¬ 
tion, let alone contemplate coping 
with a refugee influx. 

These daunting statistics were far 
from the minds of the Mujahideens. 
For them, the immediate task is to 
assess their relative positions of 
strength—who is controlling the TV 
station (Masood), the Defence Mini.s- 
try (Ma.sood), the dreaded secret 
police Khad's headquarters 
(Masood), the Ministry of Interior 
(Hekmatyar) and the presidential 
palace (Masood). 

The Kiibul international airport is 
under the authority of a formidable 
third force, the famed Uzbek militia, 
controlled by Mr Rashid Dostum. 
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These striking lixiking men have in 
the past been used by Dr Najibullah 
against the Mujahideen fighters 
They have since switched lovalties 
and provexi to be a daunting force to 
subdue 

"Afghanistan has suffered 
enough, the people have suffered 
enough , US Secretary of State lames 
A Baker said in Washington lecently 
"It's time tor the shooting and the 
killing to end and it is lime tor a 
responsible government to begin 
State Department spokeswoman 
Margaiet Tutwiler said the Unitc'd 
States wcltomed the Councils ar 
rival and hoped it would help 
stabilise the situation, lead to a last¬ 
ing lease fire and political settle¬ 
ment Russian Vue President 
Alexander Rostkoi hoped the ubel 
takeover would proceed without fur 
thei bloodshed and that Russians 
remaining in the country wheie 
Soviet troops once were dcploved 


would not be harmed 

tv Worry for Pakistan 

S a result of the unexpected 
di'velopments Pakistan has 
more cause tor w orry ov'er Afghanis¬ 
tan than India Fcir this anomalous 
situation there are several leasons 

I irst, dm ing the turbulent pc'i lod 
in Afghanistan Pakistan was, by and 
large, a beneliciary Thecountiy s im¬ 
portance as a transit point tor the 
flow of an endless stic'am ot 
American weapons ot varicms type's 
These weajxms vveie meant to cxjuip 
the Mujahideens m the fight against 
the Russian militaiv toues which 
were sent to maintain the C om 
nnmistholdcnerthe Afghans Apart 
ot thc'se wc'apons remained in Pakis 
tan These were used by tlu Pakistan 
militants tranu'd and cijiiipjxd tor 
subversive operations in Kashmir 
Valley 

Second, substantial L S monctaiv 


aid came from the USA to the 
Mujahideens A fairly large part of 
this money was misappiopriated by 
Pakistani middlemen, including offi¬ 
cials Following the Geneva accords 
the flow of arms and finances from 
the US was stopped The aid to Pakis¬ 
tan to enable it to feed the three mil¬ 
lion refugee's from Afghanistan has 
lately be'en reduced to a trickle 

Third, Pakistan's expectation 
was that Afghanistan would become 
a client State under the overall con¬ 
trol and supervision of Islamabad 
But w ilh the Mujahideens deciding to 
settle their disputes themselves, 
Pakistan finds that it has lost its in¬ 
fluence It feels disapjaomted that it 
has virtuallv no role to play in the 
future set up of Afghanistan 

Fourth, the emergence of fun¬ 
damentalists on top IS bound to cre¬ 
ate pioblems tor Pakistan The 
hardcore fundamentalists who have 
lost the race for power (the moderates 
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havp somehow won in Kabul) are 
bound to continue their efforts to set¬ 
tle old scores with their rivals. 

Fifth, the predominance of the 
Pushtoons who constitute about half 
the population of Afghanistan will 
have its repercussions in Pakistan. It 
will, in due course, strengthen the 
demand for (Pakhtoonistan) Pash- 
tunistan with a more dangerous con¬ 
notation. Already there is unrest in 
NWFP and Baluchistan in this 
regard. 

Sixth, the developments in Af¬ 
ghanistan are bound to intensify the 
rapidly brewing ideological struggle 
in Pakistan. In the past few weeks 
there has been a formal break in the 
solidarity of the IJl, with the Jamait-i- ‘ 
Islami parting company and indulg¬ 
ing in verbal attacks on the rivals. The 
battle between the IJI crusaders, lt>d 
by Mr Nawaz Sharif, and the IJl chief 
Qazi Hussain Ahmed may have 
serious consequences in Islamabad. 
Which brand of Islam is Pakistan 
going to chixjse? 

Seventh, Islamabad earnestly 
desires a land-based trade route to 
Central Asia. For this, a "land cor¬ 
ridor" linking the five independent 
Central Asian republics with Pakis¬ 
tan is a*quired. Unless the new Kabul 
regime cooperates, the prospects of 
this trade route getting opened on the 
lines desired by Pakistan will remain 
uncertain. 

The continuing divisions among 
the Afghans and the Pakistan 
Government's decision to virtually 
disown Mr Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
who had made Peshawar his head¬ 
quarters, have further complicated 
matters. Not surprisingly, Mr Hek¬ 
matyar is disillusioned. The Pakistan 
Government's prompt recognition of 
the new Government in Kabul means 
a setback to Hekmatyar and his Hizb- 
i-Islami followers. 

On May 6,1992, Pakistan made it 
known that it will not permit the use 
of its territory for atty hostile activity 
against the newly installed Afghan 
Government. In fact, it is probable 
that restrictions will be imposed on 
the dissident leader, Mr Gulbuddin 


Hekmatyar, and others operating 
from Peshawar. An Islamabad 
Foreign Office spokesman stated that 
Afghanistan has been granted 
diplomatic recognition as a sovereign 
and independent country and 
Pakistan's relations with it have to be 
conducted on this basis. So the ques¬ 
tion of any dissident activity emanat¬ 
ing from Peshawar does not arise. 

Pakistan's stand regarding Af¬ 
ghanistan now is that it favours the 
return of all Afghan leaders based in 
its territory and non-interference in 
the internal affairs of a neighbour. 

Loss of influence: Earlier 
reports from New York stated: Pakis¬ 
tan is losing influence over Afghan 
rebels and recent developments have 
left it on the sidelines as the Afghans 
themselves take control of their des¬ 
tiny. Despite a series of high-level 
talks between Pakistani government 
officials and Afghan rebel leaders, it 
has become clear that its ability to 
influence them is now limited, the 
"New York Times" reported, quoting 
Western diplomats in Islamabad. 

Over the years, Pakistan had 
secured influence with the rebel 
groups by controlling money and 
flow of arms which fed rivalries be¬ 
tween them (rebel groups). But now 
with the rapidly unravelling events 
in Kabul politics and solutions have 
moved inside Afghanistan and 
Pakistan's role has been left on the 
sidelines, the report added. 

"Wc have entered a phase where 
the Afghans are calling the shots", the 
paper quoted an unidentified 
western diplomat as saying. "For the 
first time, they are independent. This 
is no longer a client-sponsor relation¬ 
ship. They don't ne^ Pakistan any 
more." 

Pakistan was stated to have 
abandoned its hard line approach for 
a negotiated settlement in Afghanis¬ 
tan and seemed to be swinging 
towards support to an interim 
government. Stating that Pakistan 
has a huge stake in a peaceful solu¬ 
tion to the civil war in,Afghanistan^ 
the paper said Pakistan is eager to 
make sure that anynethnic strife does 


not spill across the border and more 
than three million refugees are 
seriously straining its economy. Be¬ 
sides, it is eager to develop political 
and economic ties with the Muslim 
Central Republics of the former 
Soviet Union and for this needs an 
open route through Afghanistan. 

A political analyst said there was 
anxiety that "in case factional strife 
among the Mujahideen factions spills 
into Pakistani territory, there will be 
anarchy". 

V. India's Role and 
Reaction 

I NDIA has maintained friendly 
relations with Afghanistan for 
many years. Presumably at the in¬ 
stance of the erstwhile Soviet Union, 
the Government of India gave sup¬ 
port to the Communist-backed 
regime in Kabul especially with the 
emergence (in 1986) of Dr Najibullah 
as the President of that troubled 
country. Dr Najibullqh visited New 
Delhi several times and was treated 
as a welcome guest. But with the dis¬ 
solution of the Soviet Union and the 
withdrawal of the Communist army 
from Afghanistan in 1989, India 
ceased to take much interest in Kabul 
affairs. It found itself caught on the 
wrong foot. 

Following the lead taken by 
Pakistan, on April 29, 1992, India 
promptly recognised the new regime 
in Kabul. The provisional President, 
Prof Mojadidi, assured the Indian 
Ambassador when the latter called 
on him, that he desired cordial 
relaions with New Delhi. India's 
Minister of State for External Affairs 
Eduardo Faleiro lost no time in 
declaring the Indian Government's 
support for a "sovereign, inde¬ 
pendent, non-aligned and united Af¬ 
ghanistan". 

Dr Najibullah naturally feels dis¬ 
turbed that he should have been dis¬ 
carded in this manner by an old 
friend and ally. Some qitics even con¬ 
tended that India's sudden switch of 
loyalty was unwarranted, but the 
m ajori ty of the people feel the 
decJsfWi was inevitable in view of the 
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change m the Kabul regime Our 
commitment was not to Najibullah as 
a person but to the President of Af¬ 
ghanistan 

New Danger to India: A grave 
problem is likely to arise for India as 
a result of the restoration of peace to 
Afghanistan, whatever the political 
structure in Kabul and whatever the 
nature of the possible fragmentahon 
of Afghanistan An American 
analyst, who is a frequent visitor to 
Kabul, feels that the immediate im¬ 
pact of the Kabul switch would be on 
Kashmir The thousands of Afghan 
youth, especially the youthful guer¬ 
rillas who know only how to wield 
the gun—Kalashinkovs like wizards 
They established their skill during 
the prolonged war against the Soviet 
soldiers Mujahideen commanders, 
and also the Defence Minister of Af¬ 
ghanistan, Mr Ahmed Shah Masood, 
reportedly hold the view "Now that 
Kabul has been liberated from god¬ 


less Communists and the tyranny of 
Najib, one of the mam goals would be 
'liberation' of Kashmir." To achieve 
this goal, the Mujahideen fighters of 
Afghanistan and Kashmir would 
unite The militants of Pakistan are 
already doing their best (or worst) in 
Kashmir Valley and creating grave 
problems for the Government of 
India and the administration in J & K 
The Afghan guemllas are bound to 
become restless sooner or later, they 
would like to remain occupied with 
armed battles Kashmir would come 
in handy for this purpose They 
would certainly strive for an Islamic 
revolution "Jihad" Meebng the in¬ 
creasing threat posed by the rein¬ 
forced militants and subversive 
elements would become a formidable 
challenge to India 

This threat would assume grave 
proportions with the increase in the 
trained volunteers returning from 
North Africa, W Asia and the Philip- 
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pines and the piluig up of weapons m 
Afghanistan. Estimates of the surfdus 
arsenal vary, but it is believed by 
some experts that the automatic 
weapons with the Afghans outnum¬ 
ber those of the Indian and Pakistani 
armies. The arsenal mcludes a vast 
variety of weapons 

In this matter, India can hardly 
expect any cooperation from Pakis¬ 
tan, in fact, Pakistan will almost cer¬ 
tainly extend full support to the 
achvihes of the Mujahideens Thus 
the threat to India will be com¬ 
pounded 

Meanwhile, India can play a role 
in the massive task of rebuilding 
ruined, war-ravaged Afghanistan. 
The Government has already offered 
to do what It can m this directicm. We 
should certainly help in alleviatmg 
the distress of the Afghan people. 
After all, stability and peace in the 
region are of great importance to this 
country and to Asia as a whole. It is 
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of course desirable for India to 
remain out of Afghanistan's internal 
squabbles and the guerrillas' latlion- 
al strife. The Government li.is how¬ 
ever done well to offer asylum to Dr 
Najibullah should he desite to settle 
in this country. 

Economic aid: India has offert*d 
economic assistance, besides food 
and medicines, to Afghanistan to 
help in the massive task of 
reconstruction of the war-ravaged 
country. The offer was made by the 
Indian ambassador when he called 
on I’rot Mojadidi on May 2. He 
reiterated that India and Afghanistan 
had historical ties and India's efforts 
would be to give further boost to 
these. 

Reciprocating, Prof Mojadidi 
said that Afghanistan welcomed as¬ 
sistance for rebuilding its war-shat¬ 
tered economy. The new Afghan 
administration which has made its 
foreign policy directions clear by 
declaring more open and close align¬ 
ment with the Lslainic bloc has also 
not foreclosed itself to having more 
meaningful relaitons with Western 
nations and India. 

The Mujahideen commanders 
expressed their displeasure over 
what they called India's covert and 
overt support to various Communist 
regimes in the country for the past 14 
years but still they retain a desire for 
deeper people-to-people ties be¬ 
tween the two countries developed 
over the centuries. 

The most powerful Mujahideen 
commander and Defence Minister- 
designate, Mr Ahmed Shah Maswd, 
amply reflected this when he said 
"India had disappointed Afghans by 
following a wrong course in the past" 
adding, "we hope that the Indian 
Government realises its mistakes and 
mends its policy." But Afghanistan 
would welcome help from any 
quarter for its massive rebuilding ef¬ 
fort. 

Chronology of Events 

1978—April: Afghan Govern¬ 
ment overthrown by pro-Soviet Mar¬ 
xist party. Armed non-Communist 


resistance begins. 

1979—Dec 24-27: Soviet troops 
tH'cupy Afghanistan, suppirsedP in 
response to the appeal of the pi\> 
Marxist regime then in power in 
Kabul. Babrak Karmal installed as 
President. 

I98b—February: Mr Gorbachov, 
who did not favour the Strviet inter¬ 
vention, describes the war as "a 
bltx'ding wound". 

May 4: Mr Babrak Karmal, the 
then President, steps down as head of 
the People's IX'mcK'ratic Party of Af¬ 
ghanistan (PDPA). Dr Najibullah suc- 
cecx.ied him. Fighting escalates. 

lull/ 28: Mr Gorbachov an¬ 
nounces withdrawal of six rc'giments 
by the end of the year. 

1987 — Dec 7-10: During the US- 
U.S.S.R. summit the two Powers dis¬ 
cuss a time-table for withdrawal ot 
Soviet troops. 

1988 — fan b: Soviet Foreign Min¬ 
ister Shevardnadze announced that 
the U.S.S.R. would like 1988 to be the 
last year of Soviet troops presence in 
Afghanistan. 

April 14: Geneva accords signed 
by Pakistan, Afghanistan, the U.S.A. 
and the U.S.S.R., the last two serving 
as co-guarantors of the accord which 
provided for withdrawal of troops 
from Afghanistan, beginning on May 
15, 1988. A bilateral agreement be¬ 
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan 
pledged non-intervention and non¬ 
interference in each other's affairs. 

May 15: Soviet forces begin 
withdrawal. 

Dec 7: Mr Gorbachov, speaking 
at the UN General As.sembly's 43rd 
session, calls for a standstill arrange¬ 
ment among all belligerents and a 
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cease-fire seeking demilitarisation of 
Afghanistan. Proposal mjected by the 
US and Mujahideens. 

1989 -jail 1: A four-day ceasc*- 
fire announced by the Soviet Union 
and Kabul regime. Mujahideens 
reject it. 

fan 10: Soviet talks with Muja- 
hideens break down. 

fan 17: Peshawar-based Muja¬ 
hideens announce that a repre¬ 
sentative 539-member council, 
"Shoora" comprising nommt'es of all 
groups operating from Pakistan and 
Iran and also "goexi Mu.slims" in Af¬ 
ghanistan will meet soon. 

Feb W: "Shoora" session collap¬ 
se's following sharp differences on 
reprc'Sentation of Iran-based and 
Pakistan-based rebel groups. 

Feb 15: All Soviet troops (es¬ 
timated at 115,(X)0) leave Afghanistan 
by stages. 

1990— lime. Najibullah makes 
sweeping constitutional reforms. 

1991 — April: Najibullah suffers 
biggest military setback. 

1992 — Maicli. Na)ibullah offers 
to transfer power to interim govern¬ 
ment established under U.N. Peace 
Plan. Guerrillas continue fighting. 

Apiil 15. Najibullah steps down, 
takes shelter in UN mission premises 
in Kabul. 

April 20-25: Important towns of 
Afghanistan captured by 
Mujahideen rebels. 

April 29: All power cedt'd to Prof 
Mojadidi, following historic transi¬ 
tion of power. Interim government 
formed under the leadership of Prof 
Mojadidi. 
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Argumentative Questions on 
Social and Economic Problems 


The follmtnn^ are theani>wers to the 
first four ijuestwns of Section I of the 
pa pel on Socio-Economic questions set 
for the National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development (NABARD) 
Mam exaininatioii held early in 1992. 
The ansxoers to the other questions will 
be published in subsequent issues of the 
CM. 


POVERTY IN INDIA 

Q. 1. Account for the persistent 
poverty in India. 

Ans. As ]awah(irlal Nehru put 
it, in India there has been poverty and 
the innumerable progeny of poverty 
everywhere and the mark of this 
beast has been on every forehead. It is 
the basic reality in the amntry; in 
spite of all the poverty alleviation 
programmes and the series of five- 
year plans, about 45 crore people, ac¬ 
cording to experts' estimates, are still 
living below the poverty line In fact, 
the persistent poverty continues to be 
the country's basic problem. 

Among the main causes of 
India's age-old poverty are; massive 
unemployment, uijder-employment, 
illiteracy, over-population, inequi- 
tous distribution of land, low returns 
from agriculture, the consequential 
food shortages, ceaseless exploitation 
of the landless and other hapless, 
down-trodden people, uneconomic 
holdings, the occasional periods of 
drought (despite above-average 
monsoon in 1991 several States are 
currently suffering from drought, in¬ 
cluding Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa 
and Gujarat). Inadequate rain in 
some areas make a wide ranging im¬ 
pact. The fall in agricultural incomes 
inevitably cause much distress which 


is generally aimpounded by the un¬ 
checked inflation, the soaring prices 
of essential commodities which make 
life harder from year to year and a 
virtual nightmare for millions of 
people. 

Eradication of poverty—the 
most important objective of planned 
development—has been accorded 
the highest priority in the Central 
Government's economic strategy, en¬ 
visaging a reduction in the number of 
people living in abject .poverty, a 
redistribution of resources together 
with a higher growth rate. Ambitious 
anti-poverty programmes are drawn 
up by the Government every now 
and then. Crores of rupees are allo¬ 
cated for these plans in the Budget 
but actual implementation of the 
programmes in both rural and urban 
areas has been very slow, lopsided 
and, as a member of the Planning 
Commission said some time ago, 
"very bad". Because of poor im¬ 
plementation of the programmes, the 
problem of poverty continues to be of 
staggering proportions. 

Thanks to the new farming tech¬ 
niques which include the systematic 
use of fertilisers, new varieties of 
seeds and other inputs, there are 
bumper crops in some States, While 
there is paucity of food and a high 
price level for agriculhiral produce in 
a few adversely affected States, there 
is plenty of grain in others. The food 
shortages are hurting vast sections of 
society in the country; a small pocket 
of prcM»perity is surrounded by a sea 
of poverty characterised by the beg¬ 
ging bowl for petty morsels of fqod, 

I , 

Agriculture is the mainstay of t^ 
majority of the people. For higher 


farm production, efficient growth in 
the agricultural sector is obviously 
necessary. Optftnisation of land and 
water resources has to be insured to 
this end. A tragic flaw in the overall 
scenario is that even now two-thirds 
of the rural households own less than 
one hectare of land, or even no land 
at all. These people constitute the 
lowest category of the poor. Along 
with lakhs of the poor urban 
labourers and low-paid clerks and 
peons, they impose a burden on the 
public distribution system. The need 
of the hour is higher productivity and 
a fair distribution of resources. 

Of all the plans that have been 
formulated for poor masses during 
the past two decades or so, the Mini¬ 
mum Needs Programme is the most 
promising. Obviously, if the basic 
needs of the masses are met, the main 
problem of poverty will be more or 
less strived. But a major flaw in this 
programme is that it does not pro¬ 
vide for adequate food and nutrition 
for all the people. Food should have 
been given the topmost priority, 
other items could follow. 


GREEN REVOLUTION 


Q. 2. Make a case for continuity 
of the Green Revolution in India. 

Ans. The Green Revolution wit¬ 
nessed by the country about three 
decades ago was due to the re¬ 
searches carried on by the experts of 
the Punjab Agricultural University at 
Ludhiana. New farming techni¬ 
ques—the use of high-yielding seed 
varieties, streamlined use of fer¬ 
tilisers and adoption of farming 
method^, including better irriga¬ 
tion—have indeed brought about a 
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dramatic and substantial increase in 
farm productivity, especially in 
wheat. It was later extended to rice 
and pulses. The entire agricultural 
scene in Punjab, Haryana, UP and a 
few other States also, was trans¬ 
formed beyond recognition. The 
farm output showed a spurt; the 
bumper crops brought much hope 
and raised the spirits of the farmers. 
It is true that the major beneficiaries 
of modem farming techniques have 
been the bigger landowners who 
could afford to adopt the technology 
(they had the requisite resources), but 
undoubtedly the country as a whole 
has gained. After a few years the 
saturation point seemed to have been 
reached and there was not much ad¬ 
ditional progress on the agricultural 
front. The fertility of farm land 
remained almost stationary at a cer¬ 
tain level and the additional inputs 
stopped bringing about propor¬ 
tionately beneficial results. 

Agricultural research has how¬ 
ever continued at the various centres 
and new techniques and seed 
varieties have been evolved for rice 
and other crops also" There is certain¬ 
ly a strong case for continuing the 
Green Revolution and modern farm 
inputs. Apart from the all-too- 
familiar and urgent needs for more 
farm produce, there is the dismal 
slowdown in agricultural progress in 
most parts of the country. The 
gradual fall in the productivity and 
the emergence of several allied 
problems need to be speedily and ef¬ 
fectively checked. We must constant¬ 
ly bear in mind that agriculture is still 
a key factor in India's economy. Laige 
tracts of waste land have to be 
reclaimed and there is urgent need to 
bring more land under the plough 
and ensure intensive cultivation on 
the available areas. 

Official statistics show that there 
has been a 1.5 per cent fall in food 
production in the 1991-92 season. A 
slowdown has been noticed in the 
agricultural sector as a whole despite 
tlw rise In the production of somfei ' 
cash crop>s. The gravity of the situa¬ 
tion is underlined by the fact that In-' 
dian agriculture is still substantially 


dependent on the monsoon. As was 
predicted by some meteorological ex¬ 
perts on the basis of the cyclical pat¬ 
tern of the monsoon, the rainfall 
during the 1992 season might be less 
than during the past three years 
when the rain was generally ade¬ 
quate and well spread. So there might 
be drought in many more areas in the 
coming months. 

Unfortunately, government ex¬ 
penditure on construction and main¬ 
tenance of irrigation projects has 
been considerably curtail^ in the 
past year. The Government's invest¬ 
ment in agriculture and rural 
development has also been eroded 
because of faulty and wayward fiscal 
policies. The situation has been wor¬ 
sened by the constantly rising prices 
and bureaucratic delays in im¬ 
plementation of important projects. 
The prices of agricultural inputs, fer¬ 
tilisers in particular, have sharply 
risen since the July, 1991, budget. 
Some subsidies have been reduced. 
Food security has yet to be achieved. 

Moreover, the rate of advance in 
Indian agriculture during the past 
two decades has only .slightly out¬ 
paced the growth of population. Mil¬ 
lions of poor people, including 
women and children, are still 
deprived of their full quota of food 
requirements. If India is to escape the 
horrifying spectacle of "ship to 
mouth" experience of the 1960s (al¬ 
ready there is talk of importing grain 
to fe«i the markets and check the in¬ 
crease in prices), well planned 
schemes must be drawn up for ade¬ 
quate food production. For this pur¬ 
pose, the Green Revolution 
techniques must be pursued with 
greater earnestness. The new techni¬ 
ques should be continued in the 
traditionally fertile region and ex¬ 
tended to other areas in the eastern 
States where the land potential has 
not been fully exploited 

Further investments in agricul¬ 
ture are ui^ently needed and greater 
-efforts should be made to enhance 
the output of all crops. The long- 
' delayed Idnd reforms should be in¬ 
troduced without further dithering. 


AnGUMiNTATt 


This require political will and deter-i 
mination to eliminate the hurdles| 
created by vested interests. « 


Continuity of the Green Revolu-* 
tion Is, in any case, vital for the 
countr/s -economic progress. Com-nj 
placency and repeat^ surrender to 
the dictates of the influentialj 


landlords would be suicidal. 


THE PUBLIC SECTOR i 

' - ^ 


Q. 3. ^ "The public sector hasj 
been a drag on the country's] 
budgetaiy resources." Discuss. In] 
this context, make out a case fori 
privatisation. ' 

j 

Ans. For the past many yearsj 
the public sector has been widely; 
known for continuous heavy losses,j 
gross inefficiency, poor management»j 
faulty functioning, considerable! 
waste of resources, very low returns! 
on the massive investment and even! 
corruption. As a result, the public seo* 
tor has been a big drain on the^ 
country's budgetary and others 
resources. This sector was estab^j 
lished largely to promote the natkmall 
interest and check the malpractice^ 
for which the private sector had be-^ 
come notorious. But it has been a" 


great disappointment and has cost]i 
the country heavily. In fact, the all*^ 
round stagnation of the nation's^ 
economy is reflected in the publicl 
sector. Only a few State-owned* 
enterpnses make profits. Ironically,’^ 
the state of affairs has been ‘ 


deteriorating from year to year and, 
thus increasing the drain of‘< 
budgetary resources. For instance,.'* 
the overall net profit of public' 
enterprises (a few of them are doing; 
well) fell sharply by about 38 per cent * 
from Rs 3788.87 crore in 1989-90 to Rs f 
2367.74 crore in 1990-91 even as the 


Government took steps to bring ! 
about structural changes in this vital 
sector. The fall has been officially at-' 
tributed to the low pnxluction in 
crude oil, rise in wages, the cost of 
other inputs, the Gulf crisis and the •' 
general poor economic situation. The '* 
losses of the losing concerns in-^ 
creased in 1985>-90; nearly 100 
enterprises incurred a net loss of Rs 
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,1961 crore which went up to Rs 3063 
cfore ipcurrad 'by 109,<enterprises 
during 1990-91. 

Apart from the dubious 
psychological satisfaction that an 
ideological aim is being served, even 
if partially, there seems to be little 
justification for investing Rs 100,000 
crore in the public sector, more than 
double the investment in 1985-86. For 
these and other reasons, there is a 
strong case for privatisation of most 
of the public sector enterprises. 

The Union Government decided 
over a year ago to disinvest up to 20 
per cent of its equity in selected 
public sector enterprises. This was 
announced by Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh during his budget 
speech in 1991. The phased out disin¬ 
vestment would mark a fundamental 
departure from the earlier policies 
which laid emphasis on larger and 
still larger investments to help such 
undertakings attain commanding 
heights of the nation's economy. 
India, unfortunately, is one of the 
highly indebted countries of the 
world. 

Shedding the flabby public sector 
undertakings by partial privatisation 
would help in improving the state of 
the economy. Wherever privatisation 
has been adopted, the deterioration 
in state of the economy has been 
generally checked, except in cases 
where there are other causes for the 
poor performance. Britain, France 
and the former USSR among the 
developed countries, and Brazil, 
Mexico, Chile and Malaysia among 
the developing countries have 
resorted to privatisation to solve 
some of their difficulties. 

The object of limited privatisa¬ 
tion needs to be clearly stated. Faced 
with the resources crunch, the 
Government's main aim is to aug¬ 
ment the available finances. Un¬ 
deniably, the public sector has a vast 
resource potential. A huge amount 
can be collected even if a small 
proportion of the shares- is sold to the 
public. Each share is likely to bring 
several fold its face value. As a 
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resources raising measure, it will 
bring to the exchequer about Rs 2500 
crore annually. 

INDIA’S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 

Q. 4. Clearly spell out the 
economic problems facing the 
country. Suggest measures to solve 
the problems. 

Ans. During the past few years 
India has been facing several 
economic problems, most of them of 
disconcerting dimensions. In fact, the 
series of economic crises, one coming 
close on the heels of the other, have 
been causing great concern to the ad¬ 
ministration and the people in 
general. 

Among the baffling problems 
are: the seemingly uncontrollable in¬ 
flation with the ever increasing prices 
of essential commodities causing 
much distress to the common man 
because of the high cost of living; the 
fast growing population, which has 
upset the nation's economy, especial¬ 
ly the five-year plans; the gaping 
budget deficits caused by inadequate 
revenue and heavy expenditure; the 
glaring economic disparities among 
various regions; the maldistribution 
of resources; the heart-breaking 
poverty and starvation amidst a few 
pockets of affluence; the fiscal im¬ 
balance in the national economy 
(these imbalances and distortions are 
not new but have been persisting for 
decades); the disconcerting 
phenomenon of falling exports and 
increasing imports; with the ever- 
widening trade deficit; the acute 
balance of payments difficulties; the 
foreign exchange crisis (a sequel to 
the unbalanced structure; the heavy 
taxation with its dismal impact on the 
common man; the stagnation in both 
industry and agriculture; the con¬ 
tinuing losses suffered by the public 
sector (widely know;n as "a white 
elephant") despite the investment of 
Rs 100,000 crore; faulty management 
of resources and ill-conceived 
agricultural policies devised under 
politicians' cqaseless pressures. 
There is also the major mobjpm ejfi 
unemployment. On April l' 1992,2^ 
million persons were loojiLii^g for fialj-. 
time job^ j j 


Suggested Remedies: For con¬ 
trolling the highly damaging infla¬ 
tionary pressures, stricter economic 
policies are essential. The wide gap 
between government revenues and 
expenditure should be drastically 
reduced. The gaping budget deficits 
and the tendency of issuing more and 
more currency notes to meet the 
growing needs for funds should be 
given up. But the pity is that the 
Government makes high-sounding 
pronouncements to control prices 
and even fixes target dates for this 
purpose, but these prove fruitless. 
The price spiral goes on. The Govern¬ 
ment should drastically reduce its 
massive expenditure and adopt 
realistic, down-to-earth policies. 
Moreover, deterrent action should be 
taken against profiteers. 

The rapid growth in population 
is not easy to chcxrk. The Government 
has been carrying on propaganda in 
favour of small families.This should 
be intensified, especially in rural 
areas where the rate of increa.se in 
population is much larger. More in¬ 
centives should be offered for small 
families in rural areas. At present 
these are given mostly in urban 
centres. 

The glaring economic disparities 
should be redressed by greater atten¬ 
tion to the under-developed areas; at 
present there are many districts 
which are neglected or given only 
small amounts of money for 
economic development. Besides, it 
has been found that corrupt mid¬ 
dlemen and bureaucrats eat up a 
large part of the Government grants 
announced with much fanfare in Par¬ 
liament and at public meetings. 

Government expenditure must 
be reduced systematically. The 
Government promises to enforce 
maximum economy and announces 
measures to reduce the size of the 
bloated bureaucracy, but such 
promises are seldom impl«nented. 

The large industrial houses 
which concentrate on profit leaking 
and seldom fry to reduce imports of 
goods should be disciplined. 
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ECONOMIC SCENE 


Human Development Elusive? 

Q. The past few decades have 
witnessed the growth of the world 
markets, but not the quality of life. 
Why? 

Ans. The controversial question 
whether economic growth automat¬ 
ically leads to freedom from wants 
and is a panacea ft)r poverty has been 
debated for long. It has received a 
fresh lease of life in a recently 
released Human Development 
Report (HDR)—the third in the series 
since the publication of the first ver¬ 
sion in 1990. Dr Mahbub-ul-Haq, of 
the United Nations Development 
Programme, who headed the team of 
researchers for the report, says that 
despite the accelerated growth in out¬ 
put, in education and in oppor¬ 
tunities for development in the last 30 
years, the picture of the developing 
economies remains a "frightening" 
one. Not only the third world con¬ 
tinues to reel under grinding poverty 
and destitution, the industrialised 
countries have grown richer. The 
rich-poor chasm has widened ever 
more. The report points out that the 
global disparities over the last three 
decades have actually doubled. The 
disparity for the world, as a whole, is 
1:150. The emerging phenomenon 
calls for deeper analysis in order to 
comprehend the causes and evolve a 
new strategy for human develop¬ 
ment—the ultimate accepted objec¬ 
tive of growth now. 

What is human development? 
The HDR, 1990, defined it as the 
"process of enabling people to have 
wider choices. Income is one of those 
choices, but it is not the sum total of 
human life. Health, education, a gocxl 
physical environment and freedom 
of action and expression are just as 
important". 

With imponderables so varied 
and diverse, quantification of human 
development in respect of a region 
over a period of time for purposes of 


spatial study is not easy. Neither are 
the figures so derived unques¬ 
tionable statistically. However, Dr 
Haq has constructed human 
development indices for each UN 
member country and analysed the 
changes with a view to formulate 
policy framework for improving 
human development. 

His study reveals that during the 
last 30 years, the developing 
countries have tried to catch up with 
the developed ones. They have 
closed some ot the gaps in basic 
human survival but a tremendous 
gap is emerging in real opportunities, 
in access to markets, in income levels, 
in higher education and in tech- 
noUigies which will set the stage for 
the twenty-first century. The un- 
bridged chasm accounts for the 
regional disparities. 

What is needed is massive invest¬ 
ment in human capital and technol¬ 
ogy. This stands in contrast with the 
classic growth theories which em¬ 
phasised investment in material 
rather than human capital formation. 
This approach has dominated the 
growth/development doctrines over 
the years but since it has failed to 
solve the fundamental problem of 
rampant poverty of the third world, 
the concept and content of develop¬ 
ment is changing. 

Now, development takes a holis¬ 
tic view of man while, at the same 
time, material capital formation con¬ 
tinues. Investment in education, tech¬ 
nology—domestic technology, in 
particular—and skill formation are 
the priority areas. 

The unequal access to world's 
financial trade and labour markets 
cost the developing countries 500 bil¬ 
lion dolliji' annually (!) nearly ten 
times of what these countries receive 
foreign aid. This is an astounding 
revelation which should set the aid 
recipients and aid givers athinking. 

Oir objective to eradicate pover¬ 


ty and unemployment and reduce in- 
^ualities must, therefore, be to en¬ 
sure that the poor countries and the 
poor people have access to tech¬ 
nologies that enable them to attain 
sustained human development. That 
this has become much easier with the 
ending of the cold war between the 
super-powers requires no elabora¬ 
tion. the action plan of human 
development eschews military ex¬ 
penditure on a global level. 

Technology is, thus, the key to a 
better future. That has been constant¬ 
ly emphasised by the planners and 
the government in India. 

Credit Policy 

Q. Outline briefly the main 
features, with comments, of the 
credit policy announced by the 
Reserve Bank of India recently, 

Ans. The recent slack season 
credit policy of the Reserve Bank of 
India takes de-regulation of the 
financial sector a step further. 
Though the RBI has allowed banks 
more leeway, the Indian banks, it is 
feared, will lose out to the foreign 
banks. Let us consider some of the 
highlights of this policy. 

Objectives: The primary objec¬ 
tive of the monetary policy is, as it 
should be, to revive industrial and 
agricultural production, encourage 
exports and control inflation. It 
should be noted that the remedial 
measures embodied in the policy are 
not such as can help achieve simul¬ 
taneously all the objectives. For in¬ 
stance, increased money supply to 
step up production may only help 
fuel inflation. On the contrary, restric¬ 
tions on monetary expansion would 
help reining in inflationary forces but 
not boost industrial and agricultural 
outputor exports. The impacts of cer¬ 
tain measures would be positive on 
certain fronts and negative or op¬ 
posite on others. The choice of 
measures or of combination of 
measures is a dilemma. 
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i Highlights; 1. Interest rcitr The 
banks have been given the freedom to 
, fix interest rates on term deposits for 
' throe maturities ranging between 46 
days and three years witli a cap rate 
''of 13 percent per annum The deposit 
rates for all term deposits would not 
exceed this ceiling cftec'tive April 22, 
1992. At present, the interest rates on 
' term deposits for three maturities are 
in the range of 11-13 per cent per 
annum. The intea*st on savings ac¬ 
count has been raised to six per cent 
per annum. 

The policy, however, suggests (<?) 
a minimum of throe maturities of a 
bank's choice; (b) each differential 
rate between any two successive 
maturity slabs to be of at least 0.25 per 
centage points; and (c) all branches of 
a bank must offer uniform rates to all 
customers. The last provision of a 
uniform rate of interest for all 
branches may well be feasible for 
urban-based banks but not for their 
counterparts in the roiral areas. The 
public sector banks are to advance 
soft loan to the priority sector to fulfil 
their commitment to social or mass 
banking philosophies. 

The ceiling rate of 13 per cent on 
term deposits is decried by both the 
foreign and Indian banks as “half¬ 
hearted liberalisation". Foreign 
banks feel that the rates of interest 
should not be dictated through an 
RBI edict but be determined by the 
amount, penod, risk and the rate of 
inflation. 

2. Advames: The new credit 
policy has liberalised credit. With the 
reduction in the Statutory Liquidity 
Ratio (SLR) to 30 per cent from 38.5 
per cent, tlie abolition of Incremental 
Cash Reserve Ratio (ICRR) of 10 per 
cent and the withdrawal of an in¬ 
cremental non-tood credit-deposit 
ratio, the banks, it is estimated, will 
have Rs 4,000 crore extra finances to 
make advances for the industrial and 
agricultural purposes. In other 
words, the banks will no longer be 
required to maintain 10 per cent addi¬ 
tional CRR on any increases in the 
deposits after April 17, 1992. The 
removal of the incremental credit- 
deposit ratio implies that the banks 
can lend beyond what is strictly sus¬ 
tainable by their deposits. 
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3. Money Market: The RBI has 
introduced a longer-term Treasury 
Bill of 364 days in addition to the two 
earlier ones of 90 and 182 days to 
enable banks to take more short term 
investment decisions without having 
to worry about depreciation. 

4. Bank closure: The banks can 
now close down a bank in areas other 
than those of rural areas. 

Food Crisis Ahead? 

Q. Do you subscribe to the 
view that India is on the brink of a 
serious food crisis? 

Ans. The decade of nineties 
began with a record production of 
foodgrains: 176.5 million ton in 1990- 
91. But in the following year the out¬ 
put declined to 171-173 million ton, 
or nearly 10 million ton below the 
target of 182.5 million ton. The Na¬ 
tional Conference for Kharif Cam¬ 
paign has, therefore, set the target 
only slightly higher at 183 million ton 
for 1992-93. 

Not only has there been a 
shortfall in foodgrains production 
but also in the procurement of 
toodgrains. It is the latter factor 
which is really worrisome ^because 
the low procurement profile would 
have far-reaching effects. It will fuel 
inflation, jeopardise the lAiblic Dis¬ 
tribution System (PDS) and throw 
out of gear the package of economic 
reforms which the present had em¬ 
barked upon with a fanfare last 
year. 

Adverse factors: It is surprising 
that despite (almost) four good mon¬ 
soons and bumper crops in a row, 
India is faced with a food situation of 
grave concern to the government. 
True, with the weakening of mon¬ 
soon in 1991, agricultural output 
plummeted to a level between 167.5- 
173.5 million ton in 1991-92, showing 
a fall of 9 million ton from the 1990-91 
level. It is claimed that the Indian 
agriculture has attained resilience to 
weather shocks in the recent past. But 
the last year's efratic behaviour has' 
upset the apple-cart and fhe food; 
economy is in the red. 

The question is; what has gone 
wrong? Nature has disturbed the 
balance. But more than that the 
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present situation is man-made. The 
factors and forces that have led to it 
may be stated as follows: 

(i) The decline in Kharif produc¬ 
tion, iminly coarse grains and rice— 
from 99.7 million ton in 1990-91 to 
94.2 million ton in 1991-92. A shortfall 
is expected in gram production 
during 1991-92 due to inadequate 
rains in post monsoon season. 

(if) Nefarious designs of the 
traders to persuade the grain growers 
and farmers to hold back crops, 
refuse to sell foodgrains to the 
procurement agencies. The twin ob¬ 
jective is to reduce the buffer stocks 
and supply of grains in the markets 
and pressurise the government to 
hike the procurement price and also 
increase the open market price of 
wheat. This farmer-trader nexus has 
forced the government to hike the 
price of foodgrains to a new high. The 
Food Corporation of India has of¬ 
fered a bonus of Rs 25 per quintal on 
foodgrains tendered. The State 
governments of Punjab and Haryana 
have offered a further incentive of Rs 
5 per quintal. Thus, the farmer would 
get Rs 30 per quintal over and above 
the declared procurement price of Rs 
250 a quintal or Rs 55 more than what 
a farmer earned for every quintal of 
foodgrain sold to the government last 
year. Not satisfied, the farmers 
tioycotted marketing the produce in 
the hope that by hoarding the crop 
they would earn more. The coercive 
tactics to extort a higher procurement 
price are neither in the larger interests 
of the farmers nor the rest of the 
world. The government must resist 
it. 

(ill) To bridge the gap between 
the procurement and the requirement 
(which is bound to enhance with the 
proposed extension of the PDS to 
1,700 new village blocks in the 
economically backward areas) the 
government is planning to import 
one million ton wheat. 

(iv) The prevailing circumstan- 
,jces demand a tough approach in 
,,handling the hoarders. Failure on 
,the part of the government will 
prove disastrous. Any more conces¬ 
sions or bait would be a bad prece¬ 
dent. 
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The following are answers to the 
questions put in the paper on "Descrip¬ 
tive Questions" set in the BSRB, Bhopal, 
PO.S examination held m October, 1991 

We thank Mr Vineet Saran of Patna, 
Saro) and Jasawant of New Delhi, Mr G 
Ranjan Singh, Mr Bankey Bihari and Mr 
Anil Kumar Bhatia.all of Delhi, for send¬ 
ing us a copy of the question paper. 

Forest Wealth 

Q. 1. "Guarding forest wealth 
is desirable but it is not possible in 
view of the need of rapid in* 
dustrialisation." Give two argu* 
ments in favour and two arguments 
against the statement. 

Ans. Conservation of our forest 
wealth is certainly desirable. In fact, 
our forests are a precious national 
asset which must be protected by all 
pi>ssible means. India has an area of 
747 lakh hectares notified as forests; 
some are classified as "reserved", 
others are "protected". Unfortunate¬ 
ly, trees are oeing recklessly cut; con¬ 
sequently, our green cover is rapidly 
vanishing. The major cause of deple¬ 
tion is biotic pressure. With only two 
per cent of the total forest land in the 
world, India supports 15 per cent of 
the global popula tion and 13 per cent 
of the total number of cattle. 

But the increasing destruction 
and degradation of forests and 
treelands in the country, especially in 
the Himalayas and other hill areas, is 
causing heavy erosion of tw soil, er¬ 
ratic rainfall and recurring floods, be¬ 
sides leading to shortage of firewood. 
More important, there is loss of 
productivity due to the erosion and 
the degradation of lands. The 
Government therefore promotes af¬ 
forestation, social fores^ and also 
farm forestry. The National Forest 
Policy has, as its basic objective, the 
maintenance of environmental 
stability and ecological balance. 

While protection of forests and 
afforestation are important for the na¬ 
tional interest, the demands of in¬ 


dustrialisation, of which clearance of 
lands covered by trees is a part, dan- 
not be Ignored. 

Arguments in Favour 

1. Since the total land area is 
limited and cannot be increased (the 
area reclaimed from the sea is negli¬ 
gible), land has to be found for estab¬ 
lishing industrial plants in various 
parts of the country. For rapid in¬ 
dustrialisation either agricultural 
land has to be made available at the 
cost of farm produce or trees have to 
be cut. 

2. The needs of mdustrialisation 
cannot be overlooked or bypassed on 
the ground that forests must lie 
preserved and should not be 
sacrificed at the altar of industry. 
People who contend that in¬ 
dustrialisation IS not piossibie, or at 
any rate cannot be ensured because of 
the forest areas and the Govern¬ 
ment's disinclination to permit 
destruction of forests to make land 
available for factories, do have a 
point. Where are industries to be es¬ 
tablished if land is not cleared of 
forests to the extent necessary? 

Arguments Against the View 

1. India is industrially not so ad¬ 
vanced as it should be from the 
standpoint of economic develop 
ment. Preservation of wildlife and of 
the environment is undeniably im¬ 
portant but a balance can certainly be 
struck and methods devised to main¬ 
tain the ratio of forests and land put 
to industrial and other uses. Scientific 
and systematic practices need to be 
adopted in order to achieve both ob¬ 
jectives. 

2. The experience of progressive 
countries has shown that reckless, ill- 
plapned poljcies, either in respect of 

-'for^ts or for all-out establishment of 
^industrial plants regardless of the 
‘pollution of the atmosphere, are not 
justifiable. Land utilisation policies 
should safeguard the interests of 
both— fOKSts and industry. Waste of 


space should be avoided and only the 
necessary area utilised for factories 
(modern techniques an4 streamlin¬ 
ing of production methods certainly 
help to achieve this aim). In advanced 
countries the most economical use of 
land is made, reckless destruction of 
trees is avoided, and yet adequate 
reduction is ensured. Japan and 
ngland, for instance, are very small 
countries. Even so, these are highly 
industrialised and no space is 
wa.sted. India is a vast country and 
land can be found for industry, 
agriculture and forests. What is 
needed is sound planning' and 
cooperation of all sections of society 
to put the land resources to the be^t 
possible use. 

Rural and Urban Poverty 

Q. 2. People from rural areas 
are poorer than those from urban 
areas. Give at least three possible 
reasons for your view about this 
matter. 

Ans. About 80 per cent of 
India's vast population erf over 85 
crore lives in rural areas and most of 
them are poverty stricken. Millions of 
them do not have adequate means of 
subsistence and their basic needs are 
not being met. They present a picture 
of utter destitution. They do not have 
enough to eat; they are ill clad and do 
not even get two square meals a day. 
There are various reasons for this dis¬ 
tressing phenomenon of stark pover¬ 
ty: 

One. Apart from a small percent¬ 
age of people who have adequate 
land for agriculture, the well-off, 
even prosperous, landlords, the 
majority of the rural people have 
very small badly fragmented land 
holdings. These pieces of land do not 
yield enough grain or other produce 
to sustain the tillers and their 
families. So they have to borrow 
money from the money lenders, the 
"bania", or the landlords. This leads 
to intense poverty. The Government's 
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poverty alleviation programmes 
make little impact because oi mis¬ 
management and corruption. Most of 
them have no reserves to fall back 
upon. 

Tioo. There is considerable ex¬ 
ploitation of the landless labourers 
Dy the landlords and others who hold 
them in bondage on one count or 
another. The debt burden of such 
people goes on increasing as the 
years pass, causing much misery and 
making life a virtual nightmare. The 
poor people have to take loans for 
food, tor various social purposes 
such as marriages of their children 
and various ceremonies. Moreover 
the money lenders cheat them, 
charge them high interest. The poor 
exploited people do not have means 
even to pay the interest, not to speak 
of the principal amount. 

Three. Illiteracy and unemploy¬ 
ment are among the other causes that 
contribute to the poverty of the mas¬ 
ses in the countryside. It has been 
widely noticed that where there is il¬ 
literacy, there is poverty and virtual 
destitution. And where the people 
remain jobless, they have no avenues 
to earn their livelihoexi. 

Machines and Manpower 

Q. 3. In a country like India, 
where there is large-scale un¬ 
employment, manpower should not 
be replaced by machines. Explain 
and substantiate your stand, giving 
instances and examples from your 
own experience, reading and 
knowledge. 

Ans. Man himself has devistxi 
machines as labour saving and con¬ 
venient devices to avoid drudgery 
and expedite the various productive 
processes. But in the course of cen¬ 
turies man versas machine has be¬ 
come a debatable question. 

There is a great deal of truth and 
justification in the view that we 
should not promote the use of more 
and more machines that replace 
human beings in factories and on 
farms. The extent of unemployment 
in this country has reached discon¬ 
certing dimensions. Already, the 
number of the unemployed people 
seeking wholctimc jofo has reached 
23 million despite the plans drawn 
up by the Government from time to 


time to generate employment in 
various fields. 

The process of mechanisation has 
undeniably thrown many young 
men and women out of jobs. In- 
dustriali.sts, manufacturers and 
others induct more and more 
machines to save time, expedite and 
increase production and achieve 
other economic objectives. The 
employment market has consequent¬ 
ly shrunk and opportunities for job¬ 
less people have been reduced to 
some extent. 

But in my view it would be a 
great mistake to halt the pnicess of 
mechanisation in agriculture and in¬ 
dustry simply to accommodate more 
men and women in jobs. The intro- 
duchon of machines of vanous types 
has helped economic progress; in 
fact, mechanisation, regardlt'ss of its 
negative side in the shape ot increas¬ 
ing unemployment, is the price ot 
progress and development. Surely, 
this country cannot afford to remain 
backward and halt the adoption of 
mechanical pixKesses simply to en¬ 
sure employment even through out¬ 
dated methods of production. 
Continuous living in an age of the 
bullock-cart would not be advisable. 

As for providing employment to 
jobless people, other steps can be 
taken, and in fact are being taken, to 
generate more employment oppor¬ 
tunities. Every Five Year Flan, espe¬ 
cially the Eighth Plan, lays stress on 
creating employment opportunities 
through economic development, es¬ 
tablishing more industries and ex¬ 
panding the existing ones. 

1 have noted that in several of¬ 
fices and establishments (the L.I.C., 
banks etc.) computers, calculators 
and other machines have been put in 
use. The employees thus rendered 
superfluous have been diverted to 
other branches of activity. There are 
hardly any examples of large-scale 
unemployment as a sequel to intro¬ 
duction of machines to expedite 
work and increase the output. 
Suitable adjustments have been 
made to aosorb people. Work 
continues to indrea.se and more 
hands are required to run the 
machines. This assessment is 
based on study and experience of 
many people. 


Importance of Mountains 

Q. 4. Suppose we do not have 
big mountains. Give at least four 
possible consequences if such a 
situation arises. 

Ans. Mountains exist in almost 
all continents and they have many 
u.ses for mankind. Because of their 
great size and grandeur, mountains 
have always been thought of as 
having unchanging strength and 
many poets have spoken of them as 
"everlasting hills". The geologists, 
however, have proof to show that 
they are not permanent features. 
They were formed by certain changes 
in the earth and arc being slowly but 
surely eroded by other changes. The 
I iimalayas are suppo.scd to be young; 
like the Alps they are made largely of 
rock which was once under the sea. 

first. If there had been no moun¬ 
tains, mankind would have been 
deprived of much mineral wealth. 
This would have been a notable loss. 

Second. Mountains cause heavy 
rains and snow on the slopes. As air 
crosses them and becomes ccxil, mois¬ 
ture turns into rain which is very im¬ 
portant tor all countries, especially 
those which depend on it tor irriga 
tion and other uses. 

Third. Mountains have large, 
dense forests which are a great boon 
to humanity. We would be deprived 
of timber and other produce. A con¬ 
siderable number of wild animals 
live there. Without big mountains 
and dense forests mankind would be 
at a great di.sadvantage. 

Fourth. Mountains serve as bar¬ 
riers to human beings and in this way 
they have made history. The Alps 
saved Italy from invasion by bar¬ 
barians from the north. The 
Himalayas have acted as a great 
protective shield for India. Big moun¬ 
tain ranges serve much better than 
rivers as political boundaries. 

Fifth. There had been no moun¬ 
tains, mankind would not have 
developed mountaineering as a 
popular sport and pastime. 

MounMns are a wonder of Na¬ 
ture and provide a beautiful sight to 
behold. The earth would be a dull, 
flat plain if there had been no hills, 
mountains and valleys. 
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India-China Talks on 
Border 

R R. Vcnkataraman's 6-day trip 
to China (May 19-25), the first 
by the President of India, generated 
much goodwill but, as was believed, 
it did not help to solve the major 
pending problems. The boundary 
question was not actively pursued; 
however the two countries expressed 
keenness to improve relations not¬ 
withstanding the non-resolution of 
the vital question. 

1 his was evident from the meet¬ 
ings President Venkataraman had 
with Mr Jiang Zamin, Secretary- 
Cieneral of the Chinese Communist 
Party, and Mr Li Peng, Prime Mini¬ 
ster, in Beijing on May 1*^. 

Mr Jiang /amin, as well as Mr I i 
Peng, stressed that the boundary 
question was hx) complex to permit 
hopes of an early solution. They were 
of the view that tinie and patience 
were needed before the two countries 
could go on for a boundary settle¬ 
ment. India's President stres.sed that 
even, if the settlement of the bound¬ 
ary question was likely to take time, 
steps must be taken to sec that force 
was never used to disturb peace and 
tranquillity along the border. To 
maintain peace along the border, 
senior army officers of India and 
China are likely to meet during the 
next few weeks. One of these meet¬ 
ings is to take place in the Pastern 
Sector and the other in the Western 
Sector. 

The idea that emerged from the 
talks Mr Li Peng had with the Indian 
Prime Minister in December last is to 
plan on the ground confidence-build¬ 
ing measures so that no incident 
takes place along the border to create 


misunderstandings between the two 
countries. 

President Venkataraman also 
referred to the forthcoming visit of 
the Defence Minister, Mr Sharad 
Pawar, to China. This would provide 
another opportunity for the two 
countries to discuss steps for promot¬ 
ing mutual confidence. 

The Joint Working Croup, set up 
to search for a solution of the bound¬ 
ary question, is likely to meet shortly. 
The work it has done so tar was brief¬ 
ly reviewed at the meeting the 
Foreign Secretary, Mr |.N. Dixit, had 
with his Chinese counterpart, Mr Xu 
Dunxin. 

The Chinese Prime Minister sug¬ 
gested to the President that it was 
necessary tor the two countries to 
give a political directive to the Joint 
Working Group to speed up the 
search of the boundary question. The 
basic thrust ot the Chinese leaders 
was that more time and patience 
were needed for a settlement of the 
boundary question. This .suggests the 
low priority the boundary settlement 
has acquired in the pnxess. 

The question ot Tibet, to which 
the Chine.se attach considerable im¬ 
portance, also came up The Chinese 
leaders were not happy about the 
Dalai Lama's activities and utteran¬ 
ces. Mr Venkataraman reiterated 
India's stand that Tibet is an 
autonomous region of China. He also 
said India did not support Dalai 
Lama's political activities. 

India Bans LTTE 

FTER dithering for many 
months, despite the mounting 
evidence of unlawful activity by 
LTTE, the Government of India on 
May 14 imposed a ban on the militant 


organisation. The Government an¬ 
nounced that it would take all pos¬ 
sible steps to get the extradition of the 
LTTE supremo V. Prabhakaran and 
his associates for trial in India in the' 
Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. The 
question of extradition of Prab¬ 
hakaran has been taken up with the 
Sri Lankan Government. 

Home Minister Chavan ex¬ 
plained that while no political party 
would be victimised following the 
ban, no one would be spared for any 
support to the activities of the LITE 
under cover of any political activity. 

As long a.s the LTTF. fought for 
autonomy for Jitffna, the Indian , 
Goveniment had lent its support to 
its cause. But India never supported 
the LTIE's battle for an independent 
Jaffna or Tamil Eelam. 

The government could not 
remain quiet when the LTTE ex¬ 
tended Its activities to India and in¬ 
dulged in acts prejudicial to the , 
sovereignty of the country. 

The CJovernment knew of the 
links established by the LTTE with 
ULFA in A.ssam which had already 
been banned. The Government's 
decision would strengthen the hands 
of the Tamil Nadu Government and 
the Centre m containing LTTE ac¬ 
tivities and eliminating the threat 
posed to the country by the organisa¬ 
tion. 

Sri Lanka's Refusal: Despite an 
Indian ban on the Tamil militant or¬ 
ganisation, official sources said. 
President Prcmadasa wanted to keep 
the doors open for future negotia¬ 
tions with the LTTE and the Govern¬ 
ment decided that a ban on the l.TTE 
would hamper any possible future 
negotiations. Furthermore, a ban at 
thLs stage would be disastrous for the 
efforts to find a solution to the ethnic 
problem in the north and east. How¬ 
ever, he clarified that the decision not 
to ban the LTTE should not be seen as 
an effort to whitewash the LTTE. 
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tlol»sfor all by 2002 

I NDIA'S planners have formulated 
schemes according to which the 
country would overcome its un- 
*' employment problem and attain a 
^ "near-full employment" by 2002 AD. 
The Eighth Plan document envisages 
this scenario, based on an annual 
employment growth of 2.6 per cent 
to 2.8 per cent over the next 10 
' years—1992 to 2002—which it con¬ 
siders "within the realm of 
feasibility". 

Employment generation is the 
number one priority of the Eighth 
Plan. The number of persons looking 
for full time new employment oppor¬ 
tunities was estimated at around 23 
million on April 1, 1992, when the 
Eighth Plan commenced—two years 
late. 

I he labour force is projected to 
increase by about 35 million during 
1992-97 and by another 36 million 
during 1997-2002. Thus the total 
number ot persons requiring 
employment will be about 94 million 
over the next 10 years and 58 million 
during the Eighth Plan period. The 
employment growth will have to be 4 
per cent a year if the goal of provid¬ 
ing employment to all is to be 
achieved by the end of the Eighth 
Plan and around 3 per cent if it is to 
be attained by 2002. 

The envisaged GDP growth 
during the Eighth Plan is 5.6 per cent. 
This is expected to result in an 
employment growth of 2.6 per cent to 
2.8 per cent per year or an average of 
about eight to nine million additional 
employment opportunities a year. 

A continuation of employment 
growth of the Eighth Plan into the 
Ninth plan (1997-2002), implying an 
average of 9.5 million job oppor¬ 
tunities per year should "reduce un¬ 
employment to a negligible level by 
2002 by and large, taking care of the 
backlog along with the addition of 36 
million in the labour force during 
199?-2002", according to the docu¬ 
ment. 

The main elements of the 
strategy and programmes suggested 
for the expansion of employment op¬ 
portunities are; a faster and 
geographically diversiEed growth of 


agriculture, development of in¬ 
frastructure and marketing arrange¬ 
ments for a'gro-based and allied 
activities in the rural areas, greater 
attention to the needs of the small 
and decentralised manufacturing 
sector as a major source of industrial 
growth, especially in the production 
of consumption goods and manufac¬ 
tured exports, large-scale program¬ 
mes of constniction ot infrastructure 
and residential houses; strengthen¬ 
ing of basic health and education 
facilities; facilities for faster growth of 
the services and informal sector ac¬ 
tivities; relaxation of legislative and 
policy measures found to restrict 
employment growth. 

Rs 7,98,000 crore Eighth 
Plan Approved 

HE National Development Coun¬ 
cil, barring reservations from 
West Bengal Chief Minister on March 
29, endorsed the Eighth Eive Year 
Plan (1992-97), envisaging a GDP 
growth rate of 5.6 per cent with an 
overall outlay ot Ks 7,98,000 crore to 
eliminate unemployment and pover¬ 
ty- 

The plan is already two years 
late. It came into force with effect 
from April 1, 1992. The highest 
policy-making body approved the 
Planning Commission's document 
after a consensus was reached on 
revamping the rural development 
schemes in view of the emphasis on 
the social sector in the plan. On the 
revamping of rural development 
schemes the consensus was that the 
Centre would develop a basket of 
schemes in the sector which would 
lead to the creation of durable assets 
to rural people. 

The outlay for the rural develop¬ 
ment had been raised substantially to 
Rs 30,0(X} crore in the Eighth Plan. It 
had to be ensured that the new 
schemes formulated for rural 
development were flexible and 
suited to the ground realities. The 
State governments would have the 
flexibility to select the schemes or 
suitably alter them to suit the needs 
of their States. The schemes would be 
finalised after consultations with the 
State governments. 

The consensus was arrived at 
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after discussions with the Chief Min¬ 
isters who wanted the transfer of 
rural development schemes to the 
States. They were told that such a 
transfer would affect the allocation of 
resources. 

The total budgetary support in 
the social sector in the Eighth Plan 
would be about 80 per cent against 70 
per cent in the Seventh Plan. In the 
State sector realisation in the plan 
outlay was gouig down from plan to 
plan, touching only^9 per cent in the 
Seventh Plan against the target of 46 
per cent. 

PAC raps Defence Ministry 

T he Public Accounts Committee 
(PAC) has strongly criticised the 
Ministry of Defence for its failure to 
develop and produce a trainer 
aircraft which has entailed a "huge 
infructuous" expenditure ot Rs 37 
crore. In its 25th report on the 
development and production of a 
trainer aircraft, presented to the Lok 
Sabha by its chairman, Mr Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, the committee asked the 
Government to "draw suitable les¬ 
sons from the sad experience" from 
this project and take corrective steps 
to obviate the chances of such recur¬ 
rences in the future. 

The Hindustan Aeronautical 
Limited (HAL) delivered two trainer 
aircraft to the Indian Air Force (lAF), 
one in December 1987 and the other 
in April 1988. The first trainer aircraft 
was inducted in squadron service in 
December, 1987, while the second 
was inducted in April, 1988. 

The PAC regretted that the 
utilisation rate achieved by these 
trainer aircraft was extremely pixir 
as it ranged from 0.15 to 5.30 hours 
per month during January 1988 to 
May 1990. The PAC noted with con¬ 
cern the "inordinate" delay in the 
development and production of a 
trainer aircraft, resulting in enor¬ 
mous increase in costs. It ^inted out 
that while the cost of development 
increased firom Rs 4.16 crore to Rs 
14.42 crore the cost of production of 
two trainer aircraft went up to Rs 4.42 

cTore from Rs 1 crore each. 

* 

Further, the "redundant" 
material, due to the foreclosure of the 
project, had been of the order of Rs 
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19.18 crorc out of which HAL could 
so far utilise the material worth Rs 82 
lakh only. The RAC said "the more 
distressing fact is that the two trainer 
aircraft which were produced by 
HAL after strenuous efh^rts of more 
than 12 years were phased out." 

Poll for India’s President 

HE five-year term of President R. 
Venkataraman is to expire on July 
24 and the election to fill this vacancy 
is to be held on July 13 in such a way 
that the process will be completed in 
gotxl time. The coming presidential 
election will be the 10th in the series. 
The earlier elections to this office 
were held in 1952, 57, 62, 67, 69, 74, 
77,82 and 1987. 

The President is elected.by mem¬ 
bers of an electoral college consisting 
of (A) the elected members of both 
Houses of Parliament and (B) the 
elected members of the Legislative 
Assemblies of the State (Article 54). 
The Constitution stipulates that there 
shall be uniformity, as far as prac¬ 
ticable, in the scale of representation 
of the different States at the election 
(Article 55). Eor securing'such unifor¬ 
mity among the States, inter-State as 
well as parity between the States as a 
whole and the Union. A formula is 
given in the Constitution for deter¬ 
mination of the value of the vote 
which each electtxl member of Parlia¬ 
ment and of the Legislative Assembly 
of each State is entitled to cast. 

The total value of votes for the 
poll will be 1,089,72.3,28 votes less 
than during the 1987 elections. This 
follows the increase in the number of 
seats in the Assemblies of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Goa and Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir. The change of vote value in 
Jammu and Kashmir, however, is of 
little consequence for the elections as 
there is no duly elected Assembly in 
the State, now under President's rule. 

This was revealed in an Election 
Commission Press note on the elec¬ 
toral college for the presidential elec¬ 
tions. The value of votes of a Member 
of Parliament will be 702 as in the last 
elections and the total value of votes 
for the 776 MPs will be 544.543 mem¬ 
bers of the Ix)k Sabha and 233 of the 
Rajya Sabha are eligible to vote in the* 
election. The total value of votes of' 
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3972 MLAs in 25 States is 544,971,28 
less than the total value of votes in the 
1987 election. 

Independents and others can tilt 
the balance in favour of the ruling 
Congress in the presidential elections 
in the unlikely event of the combined 
opposition putting up a common 
candidate. An analysis of the 
presidential electoral college shows 
that the Congress is comfortably 
plactH-l with 4.98 lakh votes and it 
should have an easy way given the 
present division in the opposition 
camp. 

Indian Diplomat Assaulted 

V IOLATING w’ell-known rules, 
regulations and diplomatic con¬ 
ventions, some Pakistanis brutally 
assaulted an Indian Embassy coun¬ 
sellor, Mr Rajesh Mittal, in Islamabad 
on May 24. fie was subjcctcHi to tor¬ 
ture, cruelly beaten up for several 
hours and even given electric slnKks 
to force him to sign a confession that 
he was receiving secret documents 
from a Pakistani. His condition wa.s 
stak'd to be serious. Mr Mittal was 
later expelled from that country. The 
Pakistanis' act was indefensible and 
caused strains in Indo-Pak relations. 
The sixth round of Secretary-level 
talks, .scheduled to be held early in 
June, were cancelled because of the 
incident. 

The Government tcxik the step 
"in the face of the unthinkably in¬ 
human and brutal treatnrent mekd 
out" to Mr Rajesh Mittal. New Delhi 
viewed the incident with the utmost 
seriousness and concern. "We find it 
extraordinary that such crude at¬ 
tempts have been indulged in by way 
of what may be a response to the In¬ 
dian authorities having apprehended 
about eight weeks ago several Pakis¬ 
tani intelligence operatives in Delhi 
and Punjab", said an Indian spt)kes- 
man. The operatives had been 
"caught red-handed". 

After the a.ssault on Mr Mittal, 
the Government of India expelled 
two Pakistani diplomats, declaring 
them "persona non-grata". The 
Government charged that both coun¬ 
sellors had been acting "in violation 
of accepted norms of diplomatic 
functioning" and indulging in "ac- 
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tivities whic^ are dearly prejudicial | 
to the security of India"—a i 
euphemism for espionage j 

Since India observes the Vi^na ■ 
convention regarding protection of ; 
diplomats, it does not ill-treat foreign 
diplomats. ; 

Indla-Bangladesh Accords 

B angladesh prime Minister j 
Begum Khaleda Zia's three-day I 
visit to New Delhi (May 26-28) ! 

helped to remove certain 
misunderstandings and create a ; 
favourable climate for establishing a 
cordial relationship between the two ■ 
neighbours. The talks were however 
a partial suca'ss because only a few | 
problems could be tackled. Certain j 
agreements were reached, the most i 
notable being the one on the long- j 
pending issue of Tin BijfUa corridor. | 

Under the agreement, India will | 
allow the eastern neighbour to use a I 
strip 9 f land for six hours a day for 1 
people in Dahagram enclave to cross | 
over to mainland Bangladesh to buy | 
goods, reach hospitals and send ] 
children for higher studies. | 

India had agreed to lease the cor- | 
ridor soon after the 1947 partition ? 
and a regular treaty was drafted and I 
initialled by Nehru and Eeroze Khan | 
Noon (P.M. of undivided Pakistan in | 
the fifties). It was gone over later by f 
Indira Gandhi and Mujibur Rahman | 
in the early .seventies, only to be taken 
up a decade later. The issue was | 
referretl to the Supreme Court for its i 
opinion, which upheld the lease of j 
the land without giving up 
sovereignty. i 

The BJP is perhaps the only 
political party that has for years been ,( 
opposed to any such accord on Tin ; 

The fact that no land has been 
given away or transfeited but only 
leased out is evidently being over- 
Iwiked by some people in a bid to 
achieve {wlitical benefits. 

River Waters Issue: Bangladesh 
agreed to bring not only the Ganga 
and the Teesta but also other major ; 
rivers in the region within the pur¬ 
view of the long-term and com¬ 
prehensive arrangement to be 
workc'd ou t for the sharing of waters, i 

The Ministers concerned had 

t' 

j 
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been asked to "make renewed en¬ 
deavours for achieving an acceptable 
settlement, including mtenm arran¬ 
gements tor sharing the Canga 
waters during the dry season 

Taking into account tlie problems 
being caused due to large-scale im¬ 
migration of people across their bor¬ 
ders, the two sides expressed their 
determination to stop illegal move¬ 
ment of people across the border by 
all possible means, including the 
strengthening ot the existing arran¬ 
gements and mutual cooperation in 
this regard. 

With an obvious reference to 
India's concern about support 
received by insurgent groups like the 
United Liberation F'ront of Asom 
from certain elements in Bangladesh, 
both sides resolved to take effective 
measures in order to maintain peace 
and tranquillity all along the border 
and to refrain from "unfriendly 
activity". The two leaders agreed to 
arrange speedy repatriation ot all 
Chakma refugees to Bangladesh 

About the Chakma issue Mr Rao 
said "categorically and un¬ 
equivocally" that India did not want I 
a single Chakma refugee to remain I 
on the Indian soil. There are 55,000 
Chakma refugees living mainly in 
Tripura. 

India’s Dismal R & D 
Record 

T he latest findings of the World 
Bank reveal that several small 
countries of the East are far ahead ot i 
India in research and development. [ 
Even Korea, Taiwan, Singapore and I 
Indonesia are ahead of this country in 
this regard. In this context, India's 
claim that it has the third largest ptx>l 
of scientists and engineers in the 
world loses much of its validity. 
UNESCO statistics show that India 
had only 132 scientists and engineers 
in R and D per million of the popula¬ 
tion as compared to 1,426 in Taiwan, 
1,283 in Korea, %0 in Singapore, 217 
in Mexico, 152 in Indonesia and 150 
in Tliailand. In the sample taken by 
the Bank, only Kenya is ^hind India. 
Japan, the second economic super 
power in the world, has 4,569. 

"It is apparent", says the publica- 
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tion, "that R and D intensities are 
strikingly similar to the human capi¬ 
tal endowments. Korea and Taiwan 
have invested heavily in R and D. 
Korea leads the sample and the 
whole developing world in total R 
and D deflated by GNP. It has also 
surpassed the OECD countries like 
Spain, Italy, Austria, Denmark or 
Finland". By the turn of the century 
Korea plans to spend 5 per cent of 
GNP on R and D far exceeding the 
current levels by Germany, Japan or 
the United States. 

India looks good only when the 
actual number of science and en¬ 
gineering students is counted, and 


this is because of her huge population 
as compared to Korea, "Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Brazil, Mexico, 
Thailand, Indonesia and Kenya. But 
percentage-wise, she fares badly 
against most countries. 

It is a totally different story when 
the percentage of engineers in the 
population is taken into account. 
Then the Indian figure is a miserable 
0.06, as compared to 0.68 of Taiwan, 
0.54 Korea, 0.61 Singapore, 0.41 Hong 
Kong, 0.35 Mcxict), and 0.13 Brazil. 
Kenya is the worst with a figure of 
0.02. Other figures for science, voca¬ 
tional training, etc., show the same 
trend. 
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LINKS* GREATER ROLE FOR NAM ♦ 


Earth Summit at Rio 

T he largest-ever gathering of 
Heads of State, with U S. Presi¬ 
dent George Bush among over 120 
world leaders attending the entire or 
part of the di<|pussions, assembled at 
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), for a 12-day 
session (June 3 to 14). Officially 
named the United Nations Con¬ 
ference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED), the session 
was designed to find ways to check 
the environmental degradation and 
thus save the earth from disaster The 
preparatory meetings pitted rich na¬ 
tions against the pcxir ones (broadly. 
North v. South) in an attempt to halt 
destruction of the environment while 
encouraging economic growth. The 
15000 delegates salvaged several key 
agreements on vital issues concern¬ 
ing the vast humanity, but because of 
the opposition by the U.S.-led group 
they were toned down. The develop¬ 
ing countries sought more aid to help 
meet the cost of environmental 
protection and to conquer poverty 
which the various countries argued, 
is the root cause of environmental 
degradation. Brazil's President aptly 
presented the issue thus; "We cannot 
have an environmentally sound 
planet in a socially unjust world." 

Mr Boutros Ghaji, the UN 
Secretary-General called for the "Pol¬ 


luter Pays Principle" to check the 
deteriorating situation. He blamed 
the rich nations for the increase in the 
earth's temperature and the Green¬ 
house Effect, but he also said the poor 
nations were at fault for destruction 
of their resources. "The earth is sick 
from under-development and also 
sick from excessive development." 

Among those who addressed the 
conference were Kings, Presidents, 
Prime Ministers, other Ministers and 
environment experts. 

The seven critical issues dealt 
with by the conference wem: global 
warming, technology transfer, ocean 
pollution, forest protection, popula¬ 
tion control, the preservation of 
species and environmentally safe 
development. It has been found that 
carbon dioxide is the leading con¬ 
tributor to global warming. The big¬ 
gest culprit in this regard is the USA. 

Global Green Fund; 

Malaysia, a pioneer in the fast 
spreading environment preservation 
movement, has pleaded for the estab¬ 
lishment of a global "Green Fund", 
for which every country would be 
committed to covering at least 30 per 
cent of its area with forests by 2,000 
A.D. At present 27.6 per cent of the 
globe is green. Dr Mahathir Mol^m- 
.rtiad, the Prime Minister, proposed 
I this while inaugurating the second 




ministerial conference of developing 
countries on environment and 
development at Kuala Lumpur. 

A Malaysian official document 
lists India as having thus covered 
21.5 per cent of its surface. However, 
this includes all land classified as 
“forest" whereas degraded forest 
areas would reduce this percentage 
by half. Most European countries fare 
poorly; UK with 8 per cent, the 
Netherlands 9 per cent and Switzer¬ 
land 25 percent. 

The global fund's contributions 
would be based on population 
wealth and ability to meet greening 
targets. The Malaysian Govern¬ 
ment's document mentions that 
though japan has two-thirds of its 
land under forests, "it is certain to be 
a willing contributor to greening else¬ 
where". 

India's plea: India's Minister for 
Environment and Forests, Mr Kamal 
Nath told the conference that the es¬ 
tablishment of a new global partner¬ 
ship in tackling environmental issues 
should be based on sound principles 
and not on charity or«on unilateral 
action. 

The new global partnership 
should be based on common concern, 
transparent responsibility and 
credibility. India has been of the view 
that there were four essential in¬ 
gredients for building the new global 
partnership. They arc: Thrust— 
giving equal weightage to the con¬ 
cern of all nations; Goal—focussing 
on the restoration for the entire en¬ 
vironment through a massive 
programme of re-greening the earth; 
Nature—requiring the U.N. a 
stronger role in dealing with these 
matters; and Continuity—of the new 
partnership calling for separate 
mechanisms to ensure transfer of 
new and additional financial resour¬ 
ces and environmentally sound tech¬ 
nology on preferential concessional 
and non<ommercial terms to make 
the technological transition to sus¬ 
tainable development. 

Call to North: Fifty-five 
developing countries ended their 
Ministerial Conference on Environ¬ 
ment and Development with a call to 
the North to come out with a firm 


commitment on the management of 
Global Environmental Facility (GEF). 
Malaysia stressed that a commitment 
was nenressary because the North and 
other donor countries had not given 
any clear indication on the matter. 

The U.N. Conference on Environ¬ 
ment Development (UNCED) has es¬ 
timated that the annual external 
financing required to implement item 
number 21 on the conference's agen¬ 
da was of the order of US $ 125 bil¬ 
lion. 

The conference gave a call to all 
countries to bnng at least 30 per cent 
of their land under forests, for reduc¬ 
ing the level of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere as part of the global 
greening programme. India im¬ 
pressed upon the developed world 
that environmental protection 
should not be coasidered a commer¬ 
cial proposition but a common goal. 
India has pledged US$4 million for 
the global environment develop¬ 
ment. 

Expensive venture: The World 
Bank, acknowledging that environ¬ 
mental protection Ls good economics, 
has stated that additional investment 
between $ 75 billion and $ 140 billion 
will be needed in the next 10 years for 
sustainable economic development 
in developing countries. The 
developed countries should share the 
major part of this burden, according 
to the Bank's World Development 
Report, 1992. Though these invest¬ 
ments will pay for themselves, in¬ 
creased international support will be 
essential. The report explores the link 
between economic development and 
the environment. 

The report has calculated that $ 
75 billion (Rs 232,500 crore) or 1.4 per 
cent of the combined Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) of developing 
countries would be needed to 
stabilise soil conditions, improve air 
and water quality, a doubling of fami¬ 
ly planning expenditures, sharply 
improved school enrolment rates for 
girls, and universal access to sanita¬ 
tion and dean water by 2030. 

Costs will be higher if an al¬ 
lowance is made for forest protection 
rehabilitatvon of environmentally 
degraded areas, and clean-up; about 
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$ 140 billion (Rs 434,000 crore) or two 
to three per cent of combined GDP of 
developing countries by 2000 AD. 
The Bank says high income countries 
must play a major role in financing 
the protection erf natural habitats in 
developing countries from which the 
whole world benefits. They must also 
assume the primary responsibility 
for addressing worldwide problems 
of which they are the primary cause 
(green house warming and depletion 
of stratospheric ozone). 

According to the report, finding, 
implementing and financing solu¬ 
tions will require a partn«ship of ef¬ 
fort among nations. Improved 
know-how, new technologies, and in¬ 
creased investment are essential. 
Open trade and capital markets, the 
restoration of creditworthiness 
through policy reform and selective 
debt relief and robust, environmai- 
tally responsible growth in the world 
economy will be affected. 

The financing of environmental 
investments will require an increase 
in export earnings and expansion of 
private and official capital flows to 
developing countries in the coming 
decades. Developing countries are 
currently hampered by import 
restrictions, which in some industrial 
countries have become tighter in 
recent years. A successful conclusion 
to the Uruguay round of trade 
negotiations that reduced by one-half 
the tariff and non-tariff barriers in the 
main industrial countries would 
generate additional annual export 
earnings in developing countries of 
$ 65 billion by 2000 AD. 

The report's principal co-author 
said the key message from the bank is 
that the protection of environment is 
an essential part of development. 
Without adequate environmental 
protection, development is under¬ 
mined; without development resour¬ 
ces will be inadequate for needed 
investments, and environmental 
protection will fail. 

The report emphasises that the 
coming decades will present un¬ 
precedented challenges and oppor- 
tqnities. Between 1990 and 2030, as 
the world's population grows by 3.7 
billion, food production will need to 
double, and industrial output and 
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energy use will probably triple 
worldwide and increase five-fold in 
developing countries. 

This growth brings with it the 
risk of appalling environmental 
damage. Alternatively, it could bring 
with it better environmental protec¬ 
tion, cleaner air and water and the 
virtual elimination ot acute poverty. 

The report says inadequate at¬ 
tention has Ix-en given to the environ¬ 
mental problems that damage the 
health and prcxluc tivity of the largest 
number of people, especially the 
poor. Priority should be given to: The 
one-third of the world's ptipulation 
that has madt'quate sanitation and 
the one billion without .s<ife water; the 
1.3 billion people who are exposed to 
unsafe conditions caustnl by stxit and 
smoke; the hundreds of millions of 
farmers, forest dwellers, and in¬ 
digenous people who rely on the land 
and whose livelihood depends on 
good environmental stewardship 

Tackling the environmental 
problems faced by these people will 
require better progress in reducing 
poverty and raising productivity 

Asian Regional Meet: The Club 
of Rome's first Regional Conference, 
held in the Japanese city of Fukuoka 
(May 12 to 14) this year, highlighted i 
the fact that the earth has bexTome "a 
very sick planet" and urgently needs 
a aire. A disaster is kximing unless 
everylxxJy joins hands to take on the i 
environmental dangers and to find , 
ways to halt the march to mankind's 
destruction. The people of the world 
have inflicted environmental pollu¬ 
tion on the planet, thereby contribut¬ 
ing increasingly to the destruction ot 
life on earth. This was repeatedly em¬ 
phasised by speakers at the Asian 
regional meeting. Attention to the 
dangers bt'ing posed to the very life 
of humankind was drawn by mem- ’ 
bers of the Club of Rome from eight 
countries in Europe, Asia and the 
Americas who took part in the con¬ 
ference. 

I 

The Club of Rome is an interna¬ 
tional organisation which seeks to ex¬ 
plore ways of offering a solution to 
the growing dangers facing 
mankind, such as the draining of 
resources, environmental pollution 


j a nd the explosive increase of popula- 
j tion in the developing countries. 

i All the speakers drew attention 
to the shortcomings of one sort or 
another in both industrialiscxi and 
developing countries and to the im¬ 
portance of adequately plans to meet 
the growing environmental fxillution 
problems. The President of the Club 
ot Rome gave the gravest warning of 
a coming disaster unless all people of 
the world joined hands to squarely 
meet the environmental dangers and 
find quick and suitable ways of over¬ 
coming what would otherwise be a 
march down the path of destruction 
ot mankind. 

Continued economic growth, 
together with widespread mis¬ 
management of resources, was 
having an explosive impact on the 
j environment everywhere. Popula¬ 
tion explosion and the use of energy 
posed other dangers. If the right ef¬ 
fort was made to stop these dangers, 
the glolx* could be saved in 20 years, 
otherwise there would be a global 
I collapse. 

' The world's population was 32 
I billionin 1972 but in just 20 years, it 
had risen to 56 billion; and is sure to 
reach over six billion by the end of 
this century. 

Pollution continues Ui increase, 
endangering the lives of people the 
world over and adversely affecting 
toixl pnxluction. 

Fukuoka declaration The par¬ 
ticipants in the Club of Rome con¬ 
ference issued a declaration which 
recognised how the short-sighted¬ 
ness of the modern man has con¬ 
tributed critically to the deslructitin 
of the environment. The role and 
responsibility iif the young all over 
the world in adapting human be¬ 
haviour to the requirements of a har¬ 
monious life with the rhythms of 
nature arc important. The value sys¬ 
tems need to be reconsidered. 

The Declaration called on Japan 
to take a stronger leadership role in 
the world community with regard to 
some of these issues, including the 
inter-related questions of environ¬ 
ment and development. On such is-- 
sues the tradition and the 
achievements of Japan might provide 


a model for the world community. 

The Declaration said the ap¬ 
parent conflict between development 
and environmental conservation 
demonstrates the mutual vul¬ 
nerability of both the developed and 
the developing countries. It said: 
"Support by the North for develop¬ 
ment in the South is no longer a mat¬ 
ter of charily but rather a matter of 
mutual enlighteiuxi self-interest. Fu¬ 
ture harmony in the world nece.s- 
sitates joint actym and hence 
partnership. The Dc'claralion sought 
the creation within the UN of an En¬ 
vironmental Security Council, which 
should be relayed by National 
Security Councils on Fnvironment to 
be establishcxl in each country. It also 
called for the launching of a World 
Programme of Energy Conservation 
and Efficiency and recommended a 
World Research Programme on alter¬ 
native energies. 

Fruitless talks: Hundreds of 
delegates and representatives of 
Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) from all over the world, 
preparing for the Rio earth summit, 
ended their five-week long discus¬ 
sions at the UN without n*aching any 
agreement on substantive issues. 
Vast differences continued to exist be¬ 
tween the developing and the 
developed countries on the funding 
for cleaning up the earth's atmos¬ 
phere, the transfer of environmental¬ 
ly friendly technologies from the rich 
to the poor and the mechanisms 
through which funds would be chan¬ 
nelled as delegates walked out of the 
final .session. Shortly before the meet¬ 
ing ended, the Secretary-General of 
the conference conceded that sharp 
differences still existed on substan¬ 
tive issues. 

The conference secretariat; has 
calculated that $ 125 billion in foreign 
aid will be needed by the developing 
ctnmtries every year for the cleaning 
up operation and improving the en¬ 
vironment. But several delegates said 
the figure is on the lower side. Be¬ 
sides, the developing nations will 
themselves have to find four to five 
times'this amount. Out of $ 125 bil¬ 
lion, the developing nations are al¬ 
ready getting around $ 50 billion. 

Ms Barbara Bramble of the Na- 
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tional Wildlife Federation, speaking 
on behalf of a broad coalition of en¬ 
vironmental groups in the U.S.A. 
and abroad, said the U.S. is "seek¬ 
ing to remove every reference to 
implementation" of any environ¬ 
mental programme. U.S. negotiators 
have also sought to remove a require¬ 
ment that nations submit annual 
progress reports on their environ¬ 
mental activities. 

The environmentalists released a 
report card that gave the U.S. potw 
grades for its participation, its posi¬ 
tions, its willingness to accept change 
and its proposed solutions. Europe 
and other countries fared slightly bet¬ 
ter. 

The Earth Summit, otherwise 
known as the United Nations Con¬ 
ference on Environment and 
Development, or UNCED, was con¬ 
ceived as a landmark conference that 
could lead to new international law 
and to better cooperation among in¬ 
dustrialised and developing 
countries. It came 20 years after the 
St(KklioIm conference which led to 
the establishment of the U N. En¬ 
vironment Programme end to impor¬ 
tant international environmental 
agreements. 

The negotiations have been 
marked by endless arguments and 
debate over documents hundreds of 
pages long, participants said. "It will 
take about 1,000 years for the UN to 
save the planet", said Mr Peter Pad- 
bury, representing Canadian en¬ 
vironmental and development 
groups. "This is yet another UN con¬ 
ference in which the political com¬ 
mitment is not there", said a 
representative of the Eunipean en¬ 
vironmental groups. "We're going 
through the motioas." 

Afghan President 
criticises india 

VEN while professing friendship 
with India, the interim President 
of Afghanistan, Prof Mojadidi has in¬ 
directly criticised some of this 
country's policies. India's treatment 
of its Muslim minority will be an im¬ 
portant factor in determining the na¬ 
ture of Afghanistan's relations 
between the two countries, he said on 
May 18. 


In India there are millions of 
Muslim people and they must be in 
peace in India. They must have their 
rights in India. They must be free in 
India, as other Indians are. "In Af¬ 
ghanistan we give Sikhs and Hindus 
the same rights as the Afghan 
people." 

Asked if he believed Indian Mus¬ 
lims were discriminated against, the 
Afghan President said "we have 
some information that they have not 
got all their rights in India." 

He made it clear that he stood for 
some form of self-determination for 
the Kashmiri people. It is the right of 
the Kashmiri people to decide about 
this. The maprity people of Kashmir 
are Muslims. In Hyderabad (Deccan) 
there were 70 per cent Hindus but 
they were captured by the Indian 
Government. Now in Kashmir the 
majority is Muslim. It would be better 
to give the right to the people to 
decide about this— a referendum as 
mentioned in UN General Assembly 
resolution. 

Prof Mojadidi agreed that the 
quality of Afghanistan's relations 
with India and Pakistan had now 
reversed. Historically during the last 
40 years Afghanistan had good rela¬ 
tions with India and troubled rela¬ 
tions with Pakistan. The Afghan 
President accepted that today the op>- 
posite was the case. But he made it 
clear that his views about the treat¬ 
ment of Indian Muslims and about 
Kashmir was not a condition so much 
as "a request". They say that they are 
a democratic gtivemment; so every 
nation, every religion's people who 
are living in India, must get their 
rights. 

New C.I.S. Defence Pact 

T l IE fifth summit of the Common- 
wealth of Independent Slates, 
held in Tashkent in mid-May, was the 
worst attended but the most prixiuc- 
tive. Five out of 11 heads of State, for 
different reasons, failed to turn up in 
the capital of Uzbekistan. This did 
not prevent the other six from adopt¬ 
ing some key documents, including a 
collective security treaty. There is a 
new tendency in the alliance. 
Republics which favour closer ties 
are prepared to develop them despite 
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the objections of others who want the 
Commonwealth to remain a loose 
union. 

Originally, the aimmon defence 
pact was conceived as a bilateral ar¬ 
rangement between Russia and 
Kazakhstan. They formed a single 
security system and signed an 
economic and military cooperation 
treaty. The accord was also backed by 
three Central Asian republics and Ar-> 
menia. 

Another reason why the Central 
Asian republics joined the security 
treaty is that their efforts to build a 
regional grouping so far made little 
progress. Their recent meeting in 
Ashgabad, capital of Turkmenia, 
with the leaders of Turkey, Iran and 
Pakistan, prtxluced few results be¬ 
cause of deep differences among the 
Central Asian leaders over the prin¬ 
ciples of their political and economic 
integration. 

In the opinion of Russia's State 
Secretary, the collective security 
treaty signed in Tashkent could b^ 
come a basis lor a confederation of 
former Soviet republics. The joining 
of the collective security arrangement 
by Armenia but not by Azerbaijan 
may pmve a "time bomb" for the 
treaty. The republics are yet to resolve 
their economic differences, which 
they again failed to tackle in Tash¬ 
kent. 

“Big Five” accord on 
Weapons 

FTER prolonged negotiations in 
Washington, the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Coun¬ 
cil—the United States, Russia, 
Britain, France and China—on May 
30 reached an aga^ement on a set trf 
10 guidelines to prevent the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction, includ¬ 
ing nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons. The guidelines also affirm 
the announcements made by each 
party of its commitment to support 
the Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR). 

Russia and China are not sig¬ 
natories to the MTCR but, according 
to a senior State Department official, 
China has agreed not to transfer bal¬ 
listic missiles which are covered by 
the MTCR. They did this before, but 
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'' now they have done it publicly. TIic 
; five powers also agreed on a set ol 
‘ guidelines on conventional transter 
of arms td countries in the West Asian 

• ‘ region. The guidelines are interim; 

details remain to be worked out 

* These guidelines lelalmg to 
weapons of mass di-siruction are: Not 
assist, directly or indirectly, in the 
development, acquisition, manufac- 
tut-e, testing, stockpiling or deploy¬ 
ment of weapons ot mass destruction 
by any non-nuck'ar weapons States; 
promptly notify the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) of the 
export to a non-nuclear weapons 
Stale of any nuclear materials, eejuip- 
menl or tacilities and place them 
under IAEA safeguards; exercise 
restraint in the transfer ot sensitive 
nuclear tacilities, technology, and I 
weapons-usable material; strictly { 
abide by the convention on bac- j 
teriological (biological) and toxin ' 
weapons; and not assist in the | 
manufacture of biological weapons. i 

On nuclear non-proliferation, the I 
guidelines call upon States which 
had not yet signed the treaty to do so. 
On proliferation of ballistic missiles, 
they expressed concern over the sales 
of ballistic missiles ot l(KX) to 1,500 ! 
km range still being made by North 
Korea 

Bush Policy on N-tests; U S. 
rn.*sident George Bush is considering 
plans suggesting limiting of nuclear 
tests to three a year and, possibly, 
halting testing by 1905, under pres¬ 
sure trom congress to respond to Rus¬ 
sian and French moratorium on 
nuclear tests The a'cent megaton 
Chinese test, and reports that China 
may conduct another soon, are 
believed to be weighing heavily on 
the minds ot U.S. policy makers. 

The U.S. thinks that national 
security would be endangered if 
China continued to conduct megaton 
nuclear tests and came up with dead¬ 
lier inter-continental missiles. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
has warned that if the U.S. does not 
respond to his unilaterally 
proclaimed moratorium, he will 
resume testing. French President 
Franaiis Mitterrand has also asked 
the U.S. to join the moratorium. Both 
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I the U.S. and the U.K. have so far 
I resisted his plea. The reason why 
President Reagan has insisted on 
giving full freedom to nuclear- 
I weapon designers in the U S, 
j presumably, is to develop third 
I generation nuclear arms. However a 
decade of research in the U.S.,costing 
billions of dollars, has failed to 
produce these weapons. 

Later messages stated that the 
U.S President is not considering any 
plan to reduce the number of nuclear 
tests, despite the danger that Russia 
and France may resume tests if their 
proposals tor a moratorium are 
rebuffed. 

UN imposes sanctions on 
Yugoslavia 

HE Security Council on May 30 
clamped tough comprehensive j 
and mandatory sanctions on Yugos¬ 
lavia for failing to stop the fighting in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The sanctions 
include a worldwide ban on trade 
and oil sales but exempted food 
under pressure trom India and some 
other members, and medicines on 
humanitarian grounds. 

The sanctions, designed to force 
Belgrade stop intervention in Bosnia- 
Her/egovina where ethnic violence 
I has been escalatmg with massacres ot 
civilians, make it compulsory for all 
States to cut off air links, freeze its 
assets and reduce its diplomatic staff, 
j India was among the 13 members of 
I the 15-member &curity Council who 
I voted in favour of the resolution 
1 which makes Yugoslavia the third to 
come under international sanctions 
after Iraq and Libya. 

Even as the Council imposed 
sanctions, it came under renewed 
pressure to enforce a naval blockade 
to ensure that the sanctions are com¬ 
plied with and to secure its air space 
so that its aircraft do not attack areas 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina where Serbs 
are trying to squeeze out Muslims 
from several areas to make them eth¬ 
nically pure. China and Zimbabwe 
abstained from the voting on the 
[ resolution. 

Sanctions against Serbia: The 
Bush administration on May 29 
slapped political, diplomatic and 
economic sanctions against Serbia for 


perpetuating a humanitarian 
nightmare against its neighbours in 
1 the Balkans. The U.S. might consider 
military actum to end the civil strife 
in what used to be Yugoslavia but 
' only as a last resort it all other efforts 
tail. 

Mr Baker announced the follow¬ 
ing measures to punish the Serbs for 
the bloodshed in Bosnia-Her^ 
zegovina; U.S. Ambassador will not 
return to Belgrade; U.S. contacts with 
the Yugoslav military will be 
suspended; Yugoslav consulates in 
San Francisco and New York will be 
closed. The U.S would not recognise 
the federation of Serbia and Mon¬ 
tenegro as the successor of Yugos¬ 
lavia "until all forces arc withdrawn 
from neighbouring States and 
minority rights are respected". 

Serb-led forces defied the UN 
sanctions and unleashed a barrage of 
shells and rockets on Sarajevo that 
left the city strewn with corpses. It 
was the fiercest Serb-lesi bombard¬ 
ment of Bosnia-Herzegovina'b capi¬ 
tal in two months of ethnic warfare 
there. 

Thailand: End of Army 
Rule 

OR six di'cades and more, 
Thailand was virtually under 
military rule during which the 
country suffered a terrible blocxly or¬ 
deal and witnessed a senes of politi¬ 
cal crises Prime Minister Gen 
Suchinda had to resign in the last 
week of May. The demand for 
democracy has lately been mounting 
in that country. On May 26 the ad¬ 
ministration lifted the state of emer¬ 
gency declared at the start of bloiKly 
clashes between troops and pro- 
demcxrracy demonstrators. 

Acting Prime Minister Meechai 
Ruchupan lifted the state of emergen¬ 
cy. The move came a day after Parlia¬ 
ment began approving constitutional 
reforms to leduce the power of the 
military, which long dominated the 
country's politics but now is widely 
despised. The amendments would 
reduce the power of the military-ap¬ 
pointed Senate and require that the 
Prime Mini^r should be a member 
of Parliament. 

The reforms, which are sup- 





ported by King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 
were passed with the backing of the 
Opposihon and governing parties 
More than UX) lawmakers were ab¬ 
sent during the votes, perhaps be¬ 
cause they feared an unpleasant 
leaction from demonstrators 
demanding the prosecution of of¬ 
ficers who ordered troops to shoot 
them 

Kabul'Pak links 

fghanistan and Pakistan are ap¬ 
parently drawing closer to each 
other The Pak Premier visited Kabul 
soon after the new regime took over 
in Afghanistan, and on May 27 the 
acting Afghan Pic«iident Prof Sib- 
ghatullah Mo)adidi paid a two-day 
visit to Islamabad During a joint 
press conference there on May 27 he 
said the decision to grant amnesty to 
people belonging to the pievious 
Kabul regime should include the 
former President, Di Najibullah, but 
the final verdict lay with the leaders 
of the ''Shoora' (C.cneral Louncil) 
The view of Pro! Mojadidi on grant¬ 
ing of amnesty to Dr Najibullah, who 
IS currently at a UN office in Kabul, 
was endorsed bv Mr Sli^nf 

Asked about the promotion of 
the Uzbek commander, Rashid Dos 
turn, to the rank of a Cjcneral in the 
Afghan army, which was earlier op¬ 
posed by the Pakhtun leader. Mi Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, the interim 
President said Cien Dostum was one 
of the main personalities losponsible 
for the downfall of the Najibullah 
regime 

Pak Gains: As a result of 
developments in Kabul, Pakistan is 
very close to realising its much- 
publicised miljtarv dot trine of 
"strategic depth" which means better 
preparedness in case of a war with 
India In this context, certain events 
call for notice There is the request 
made by the Afghan Defence Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Ahmad Shah Masooci, to the 
Pakistan army to restructure the eth¬ 
nically divid^ Afghan militia into a 
federal army. Moreover, the Afghan 
interim government has invited 
Pakistani advisers to assist in the res¬ 
toration of the avilian infrastructure 
m Kabul 


After dumping its protege, Mr 
Culbuddm Hekmatyar, Islamabad 
has expediently joined hands w'lth 
Mr Masood in calling for the eleva¬ 
tion of Mr Burhanuddin Kabbani as 
President of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan when Prof Mojadidi's 
term expnes Masood currently 
dominatc's the Kabul scene 

Fighting in Kabul Again: As 
was feared fighting between rival 
gi oups of Mujahidcvn has broken out 
again in Kabul Thus the capital gets 
only short spells of peace The con¬ 
flicting paities are Muslim fun¬ 
damentalist rtbels and the milifia 
they despise A meeting between the 
rebels' leader and the Government 
would be futile 

Machine gun fire and the blast of 
rockets frec|iienllv shake the southern 
edge of Kabul Both gioups fought 
the Soviet installed legime in Kabul 
but their differences have intensified 
since the tall of Piesident Najibullah 
Mi Hekmatyar wants Afghanistan to 
become a sliattr Islamic State than 
that envisioned bv the inteiim 
Government that includes Mr 
Masood 

Mr Hekmatvai has letusc'd to 
join the Geneinment insisting that 
the nulilia headed by Abdul Rashid 
Dostum be pulled out of Kabul So 
tar, Mr Masood and the interim 
Government Jiave lefuscxl to give m 
to Mr Hekmatyar s demands saving 
Dostum s tighleis were instrumental 
in bringing down the Najibullah 
Government 

lach side accusexi the other of 
breaking the jx’ace that followed a 
truce between Mr Hekmal\ar and 
Mr Masood Mi Hekmatyar s refusal 
to join the (lovernment has 
wcakcncxl the new government But 
Dostum's militia is consideied cru 
cial to the interim (jov eminent s sui 
vival 

Greater role for NAM 

HF two-dav Non aligned Movc'- 
ment (NAM) Foreign Ministers' 
meeting, which endecl at Bali (In¬ 
donesia) on May 16, notexi with con¬ 
cern the emerging tendencies 
towards unipolar world politics and 
agreed that the movement had a 
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greater role to play in resolving j 
global problems The Qxirdmating i 
Bureau of NAM said a unipolar I 
world (following the collapse of the I 
Soviet Union) could limtt the ! 
prospects of resolving today's global ' 
problems as the nevds and interests > 
of developing countries were not * 
taken into account ^ 

i 

The mec'ting, attended by NAM ’ 
members from 71 countries, 12 ob- | 
servers and 2S guests, said the '■ 
philosophy of the movement was as | 
relevant as ever and its underlying 
tenets remained unchanged I 

Ihe aspirations of the NAM j 
countries for true equality, genuine ‘ 
independence and unfettered * 
development remaincxl substantially | 
unfulfilled and it was newssary for ^ 
the movement to embark on a { 
dynamic and timely adaptation to the 1 
new international realities as well as | 
the articulation and implemcmtation t 
of appropriate strategies The ' 
movement would be able to lake ] 
full advantage of the enhanced op- 
portunities to meet new challenges ’■ 
bv forging greater unity and * 
solidarity 

Ihe Mmistc'rs said the current , 
course of international relations ^ 
necessitated revitalisation and 

restructuring of the UN as the !i 
centrepiece of a dynamic multilateral ; 
process, both in maintaining peace 
and securifv and in the piomotion of 
international cooperation for ' 

dev elopment 

Rejecting suggestions that 

Jugoslavia had ceased to exist, the 
1 oreign Ministers hoped that Yugos¬ 
lavia will Slice c'ed in resolving its 
problems as soon as possible and 
continue to play an active and impor¬ 
tant role m inteinatumal relations, 
jiarticiilarly in the Non-aligni‘d 
Movement 

The meeting vvelcomcxi the reac¬ 
tivation of the membership of Cam¬ 
bodia in the movement Cluatemala 
and Papua New Guinea were ad¬ 
mitted as full members of the movc'- 
meiU, raising NAM's membeiship to 
105 Also admitted was the People's 
Republic of China with observer 
status 
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THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. Who was selected as Miss 
Universe, 1992 at the Miss Universe 
1992 beauty pageant held at 
Bangkok, Thailand? 

Ans. Miss Namibia, Ms 
Miclielle Mclean. India's Ms Mad- 
hushn Siipre finished second run¬ 
ner-up behind Miss Columbia, Ms 
Paola Turbay. 

Q. What was India's trade 
delicit in 1991-92? 


Ans. US $ 1.61 billion as against 
S '>.91 billion in 1990-91. In terms of 
rupees the trade deficit was Rs 3,969 
crore as against Rs 10,643 crore in 
1990-91. The severe import curbs 
that had been brought into force in 
the face of the extraordinary foreign 
exchange crisis were largely n.*spon- 
sible for the steep dtvline in the trade 
deficit during 1991-92. 

Q. What amount of defence ex¬ 
ports were recorded bv I ndia in 1991- 
92? 

Ans. Rs 101.26 crore as com¬ 
pared to 78.94 crore in 1990-91. 

Q. What number of loreign 
tourists visited India in 1991-92? 

Ans. 1,781,892. This was 10,4 
per cent increase over previous year. 

Q. Which day was observed by 
the government as 'Anti-terrorism' 
day? 

Ans. May 21, the first death an¬ 
niversary of the former Prime Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Rajiv (iandhi. 

Q. On which day is World 
Telcvommumcalion Day celebrated? 

Ans. Mnv 17. 

Q. In the month of May, 1992 
President R. Venkataraman visited 
which aiunlry? 

Ans, China. This was first ever 
trip by the Indian head of State to 
China. 
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Q. Name the President of 
China? 

Ans. Yang Shangkun. 

Q. Name the Nepalese Sherpa 
who has earned the unique distinc¬ 
tion of having scaled Mount Everest 
for the seventh time without artifi¬ 
cial oxygen? 

Ans. Mr Ang Rita Sherpa. 

Q. What annual growth rate has 
been envisaged in the 8th Five-year 
plan? 

Ans. 5.6 per cent with an ag¬ 
gregate investment of Rs 7,98,0()() 
crore including a public sector out¬ 
lay of Rs 4,34,000 crore. 

Q. How many elected members 
eif Parliament and State assemblic*s 
will constitute the electoral college 
for the election of the ninth President 
of India? 

Ans. A total of 4,748 elected 
members of Parliament and State as¬ 
semblies will constitute the electoral 
college (or voters) tor the election of 
the ninth President of the Republic to 
be held on July 13. Of this, 543 mem¬ 
bers belong to the Lok Sabha, 233 to 
the Rajya Sabha and 3,972 to the 
State assemblies. The members of as¬ 
semblies in Union Territories are not 
entitled to participate in the election 
of the President. 

But the value of each vote for the 
election of the President is not the 
same. It varies from State to State, 
according to the total population of 
the State and the number of elected 
Mi’s and MLAs as per the formula 
laid down in the Constitution. The 
voting will be on the basis of propor¬ 
tional representation by means of a 
secret ballot Under the 42nd 
Amendment to the Constitution, .the 
population figures of the 1971 census 
would form the basis for this pur¬ 


pose. 

While under the 76th Amend¬ 
ment to the Coniititution, the mem¬ 
bers of State assemblies in the newly 
carved out Delhi and Pondicherry 
will form part of the electoral col¬ 
lege, Delhi will remain unrepres¬ 
ented, mainly because the elections 
to the Delhi assembly are yet to be 
held. The participation of MLA frtim 
Pondicherry too is uncertain beiause 
the latest amendment to the Con¬ 
stitution is yet to be ratified by the 
required number of State a.s.semblies. 

Q. Who headed the commitloe 
to inquire into the stock scam or tlu- 
biggest scandal in India's financial 
sector? 

Ans. Deputy Covernor of RBI, 
Mr R. Janakiraman. 

Q. Mow many countries are 
members of International Monetary 

Fund (IMF)? 

# 

Ans. 165. The Russian Federa¬ 
tion recently became the 165lh mem¬ 
ber. 

Q. Where wa.s the Earth Sum¬ 
mit held? 

Ans. Rio De Janeiro, Bra^il. 

Q. Who is the Secretary (Jeneral 
of United Nations Conference on En¬ 
vironment and Development 
(UNCED)? 

Ans. Maurice Strong. 

Q. What does Maastricht treaty 
pel tain to? 

Ans. Maastricht treaty was for¬ 
malised to pave way for the integr.i 
tion of Europe as one economic 
block. The treaty has run into rough 
weather because the people of Den¬ 
mark havd^rejected it. The treaty re¬ 
quired ratification by, all member^, 
countries. / 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ASLV Augmented Satellite 
1 aumh Vehicle 

CODESA Convention for a 
Democratit South Africa. 

IRBM Intermediate Range Bal¬ 
listic Missile 

I’PF Planet Protection Fund 

SROSS Stietched Rohini Satel¬ 
lite Senes 

UNCED United Nations Con- 
leience on fnvironment and 
Oevelopment 

AWARDS 

Bharatiya jnanpith Award, 1991 
HI 27th annual Bharahya jnan¬ 
pith Award, 1991 lor contribution 
to Indian literature has been awarded 
to Mr Subhash Mukhopadhynya, a 
Bengali wnter 

A poet €ind author, he has bc*c‘n 
lauded tor his outstanding creative 
wilting in Bengali between 1971 and 
NHS He IS the fourth Bengali writer 
to get the award I he award carries 
Ks 2 lakh in cash, a citation plaque 
and a bron/e replica ot Goddess Vag 
devi 

Indita Gandhi prize for peace and 
disarmament 

AJIV Ciandhi has been awardcxl 
the Indira Gandhi prize for peace 
and disarmament, poslhumou'yly, for 
his "outstanding and innovative con¬ 
tribution to the cause of nuclear dis¬ 
armament, global peace and 
economic development" 

First G.D. Birla award for 
Scientific Research, 1991 

HE first G D Birla award for 
Scientific Research, 1991, has been 
given to Prof Asis Dalta, Professor of 
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, 
School of Life Science, Jawahar- 
lal Nehru University, New 
Delhi 

The award has been instituted by 
the K K Birla Foundation. 


Kalidas Samman, 1991-92 

ENOWN12D sculptor Somnath 
1 lore of West Bengal and veteran 
theatrist, artist and script-writer, Mrs 
Vijaya Mehta have bevn awarded the 
prestigious Kalidas Samman for 
1991-92 

The aw aid has been sponsoicvl 
by the Madhya Pradc“>h Government 
and carnes Rs one lakh in cash and a 
plaque 

Arjuna awards, 1990 

HlRTf2fN outstanding sports 
persons have bt^en selected for the 
1990 Arjuna awards Thc«.e are 
Deena Ram (S/op/d/rnsn), Anupama 
Gokhale (C/k sc), Jasbir Singh (Hoi k 
cy), Leander Paes (Fivnis), Hardc*i>p 
Singh (Kahaiiih), Bula Chaudhry 
iSivnmnniif), Meherwan Daruwala 
(S(jHfls/i), Manmeet Singh (Tnhir Jen 
nis), Dalel Singh (VoUeyhill), K 
Chandra (Wc/y/if/iftm^y), Kunjurani 
Devi (W('/,\f/i//i////i?), Ombir Singh 
(Wrc'^tlutfr) and Pushpendra Garg 
(Yatchbimn) 

The award i arnes a cash prize of 
Rs 20,000, a bronze statuette and a 
scroll ot honour 

Dronacharya awards, 1990 

HRFF C oaches—-Ramakant 

Achrekar (Crukl), A Ramana 
Rao (Volkyball) and Syed Naemud- 
din (Football) - have bc’cn chosen for 
the Dronacharya awards, 1990 

Fhe award is given to C oaches 
for outstanding work on a constant 
basis in last thrc*e consc>cutive years 
It carnt's a cash pri/t' of Rs 40,000 
each 

DAYS 

World No-Tobacco Day 

HE World Health Organisation 
(WHO) had declared May 11 as 
"No Tobacco Day" to highlight the 
injunous effects of tobacco 

The day provided an oppor¬ 
tunity to initiate rc*searvh on specific 
thenjes and subsequently dissemi¬ 
nate mformation on the harmful use 


of tobacco 

Tobacco use is currently es- 
timatcHi to account for three million 
deaths per year worldwide 

The "World No-'Iobacco Day" 
was dedicated to the right of workers 
to exercise their skills in the cleanbst 
possible atmosphere 

D EFENCE 

'Agni' test successful for second 
time 

NDIA leaffirmtd her perlc’ction m 
the Intermediate Range Ballistic 
Missile Technology, when the sur 
face-to suiface missile, A^ui, was 
successfully tesl-fin*d for the second 
time from the Interim Tc’st Range 
(HR) at Chandipur-on-Sea on May 
29,1992 

It also put at rest all speculahon 
that India was putting off the ti*st 
under piessure from the United 
States I he second test-firmg of 
was earlier postponed five times 
A}(tn was first test flown successfully 
on May 22, 1989 

This second experimental 
launch was mainly aimed at prov 
ing the technology of advanced 
manoeuvres during the re-entry 
phase of the flight to achieve high 
accuracy in guiciing the payload to 
a designated target at long range 
Advanced materials and guidance 
SI heme's of indigenous design and 
manufactuie had been used in the 
test vehicle 

The accurate tinng ot the long 
range missile gives an added 
relevance to India because it would 
provide it a non-nuclear option 

The second Agiii tc'st vehicle, like 
the first, used a solid propellant m the 
first stage and a hcjuid propellant in 
the second. The missile is about 21 
metres in length, has a take-oft 
weight of 16 tonnes and a payload 
capacity of one tonne The tange of 
Agni IS 2,5(X) km 
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Indian expedition to Everest 

HE Indian flag once again flut¬ 
tered atop the world's highest 
peak after eight years as three mem¬ 
bers of the Indo-libetan Border 
Police summilted the 8848 metre 
Mount Everest on May 10,1992. Sunil 
Sharma, 29, Kanhaiya Lai, 42 and 
Prem Singh, 27 of ITBP reached the 
top at 4 p.m alter a gruelling elcven- 
and-a-half hour, climb from the 7990 
metre camp four at South Col. 

The ITBP trio raised the Indian 
tricolour and the flags of the ITBP 
and Indian Mountaineering Founda¬ 
tion besides performing a puja and 
spnnkling the sacred waters of the 
Ganga. 

The last successful Indian ex¬ 
pedition was in 1984 which also put 
atop the first Indian woman, 
Bachendn Pal. This is the third Indian 
success on Everest. 

Everest was first climbed by Sir 
Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing 
Norgay in 1953. 

On May 12, 1992 three more 
members of the Indian team scaled 
the 8,848-metre Mt Everest. 

The successful Indians were Mr 
Dipak Lokjung, Havildar; Ms San- 
tosh Yadav, inspector; and Mr Mohan 
Singh, sub-inspector, alongwith two 
Nepali helpers—Sange Muduk and 
Wangchuk Sherpa 

PE RSONS 

Mukhopadhyaya, Subhash 

UBIIASH Mukhopadhyaya, an 
eminent Bengali writer, is the win¬ 
ner of the 1991 Bharatiya Jnanpith 
award. 

73-year-old Mr Mukhopadhyaya 
is the author of 46 works: 17 volumes 
of poetry, four novels, three 
travelogues, seven works of litera¬ 
ture for children, 11 translations and 
four miscellaneous ones. His first col¬ 
lection of poems was published in 
1940. 

In 1962 he received Sahitya 
Akademi award for fafo Durci fai, a 
collection of poems. His first novel 
Htingrus was published in 1973. His 
other major works were": Kal Mad- 
hutms (1969),Ej Bhai (1971 land Challc 


Cachhe Bene (1972). 

One of his recent collections, )a Rc 
Kagazer Nauka (1989) speaks of his 
continued creativity and vision. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

ASLV blasts off into space 
NDIA accomplished another 
landmark in space technology with 
the successful launch of its Aug¬ 
mented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(ASLV), on May 20, 1992 which 
placed a SROSS satellite in a 450 km 
orbit. 

The third successful develop 
mental flight of ASLV came after two 
failures of two rockets in the same 
series. The first launch on March 24, 
1987, was abortive as the first stage 
motor failed to ignite. The second 
flight on July 13, 1988, tailed 150 
seconds after launch following 
failure of control systems 

The ASLV-D3 had several 
modifications based on the ex¬ 
perience of the first two unsuccessful 
flights. Fins were introduced on the 
core first stage for greater stability 
and the digital autopilot was 
redesigned for better control. 

The ASLV was designed and built 
at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
in Thiruvananthapuram, India's lead 
centre for launch vehicles. 

The successful launch of the five- 
stage ASLV has demonstrated proper 
functioning of several advanced tech¬ 
nologies needed for the PSLV and the 
GSLV programmes. 

ASLV is designed to augment in¬ 
digenous satellite launch capability 
and put 150-kg class satellites into 
low-earth orbits. It is parallel to the 
Stout class rockets launched by the 
United States. 

The next step would be opera¬ 
tional launch vehicles such as the 
polar satellite launch vehicle which 
can place into space 1 ,(X)0 kg satellites 
such as the Indian remote sensing 
satellite and 2,500 kg satellites such 
as those of the indige 9 M>us INSAT-II 
series. »^ 

SROSS Satellite: The in¬ 
digenous upper atmosphere ftnd 
space research programmes got a 
boost with fhe successful deploy¬ 


ment of the 106-kg SROSS (Stretched 
Rohini Series) satellite by the Aug¬ 
mented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(ASLV). 

The satellite, the heaviest to be 
launched from Indian soil, has two 
important payloads—a retarding 
potential analyser built at the Nation¬ 
al Physical Laboratory (NPL), New 
Delhi, to study the ionosphere and a 
Gamma Ray Burst (GRB) detector, 
designed and fajpricated at the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), 
Bangalore, to analyse solar activity in 
the atmosphere 

The octagonal SROSS-C is prism¬ 
shaped. It has four sets of solar 
panels, each consisting of two panels 
to generate nearly 40 watts of 
electricity to power the systems on 
board. 

The NPL-built payload, retard¬ 
ing potential analyser, will study the 
ionosphere, the region of earth's 
upper atmosphere in which free 
electrons rise from ionisation (forma¬ 
tion of an electrically charged atom or 
group of atoms), mainly as a result of 
ultraviolet radiations and X-rays 
from the sun. 

The gamma ray burst analyser 
will study these rays, which are 
electromagnetic radiation with 
wavelength shorter than X-rays. 

The satellite will complete an 
orbit around the earth in 92 minutes 
and IS tracked by earth stations on 
Car Nicobar islands, Thiruvanan¬ 
thapuram, Hassan near Bangalore 
and in Mauritius. 

Endeavour Space Shuttle Mission 
HUTTI E Endeavour landed in the 
California desert with seven 
astronauts on May 17,1992 ending a 
triumphant spacewalking mission in 
which three men caught a massive 
satellite by hand. 

Endeavour circled earth 141 times 
and lodged 5,946,894 km during its 
maiden voyage. 

$2 billion space shuttle, the re¬ 
placement for.the destroyed Chal¬ 
lenger, is the first shuttle to be 
equipppSd with a drag chute. The 
chute is intended to reduce the dis¬ 
tance the shuttle rolls by 300 to 600 
metces, letting the orbitcr land on 
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iihorter runway. 

A $ 370in space rescue mission: 
In a last-ditch effort three space shut¬ 
tle astronauts reached up with hands 
and caught a 4-tonne, slowly spin¬ 
ning, satellite in a risky effort to save 
the craft. It was the first three-man 
spacewalk ever. Success had eluded 
Utdemwur'b seven-member crew on 
two previous days. 

It was a difficult job of attaching 
a 4.5 metre-long handle to the bottom 
ot the Intelsat-6 satellite, so it could 
be grasped by the shuttle crane and 
lowered on to a riKket motor in the 
shuttle’s cargo bay. 

The three astronauts surrounded 
the satellite like three legs of a tnpod 
The operation required extraordi¬ 
nary delicacy Any jarring motion 
could have cau.sed the fuel inside the 
satellite to start it rocking 

The 122-nation consortium paid 
NASA $ 93 million for the rescue, 
and stixxi to lose it all—plus $ I bil¬ 
lion in potential revenue from the 
satellite—if the rescue tailed 

The space walking plan had not 
been rehearsed by the crew, but 
NASA insisted it was safe Engineers 
tor the space agency and Intelsat 
spent two days scrutinizing 
blueprints to make sure there were no 
sharp edges on the satellite that could 
puncture a space suit. A small up or 
tear in the vacuum of space could kill 
a spacewalker 

In hndcawu)'< cargo bay was a 
10 419 kg rixrket motor to be used to 
boost the satellite to its proper orbit. 
Once the motor was latched onto the 
satellite, the lombination was 
released and Intelsat controllers fired 
the motor to boost the satellite to its 
proper orbit at 36,000 km 

Neither the United States nor 
Russia has ever had three people out¬ 
side a ship in space at one time. More 
than two complicates communica¬ 
tions and tethering. 

Astnsnauts have captured satel¬ 
lites by hand all three times they have 
tried—twice in 1984 and once in 1985. 
Two of those craft were brought back 
to earth. The other was rewired and 
boosted to higher altitude. 


SUMMIT 

Earth Summit 

MIDST high expectations, the 
Earth Summit opened at Rio De 
Janeiro, Brazil, with a call by the UN 
Secretary-General, Mr Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, for the introduction of 
the "Polluter Pays Principle" to 
prevent global environmental 
degradation 

Formally known as United Na¬ 
tions Conference on Environment 
and Development (UNCFD), the 12- 
day conference saw delegates from 
some 170 countries discuss how to 
rescue the earth from environmental 
degradation. 

The main documents produced 
at the summit were' 

The Rio Declaration; An outline 
of principles for clean development. 
Originally to be called the Eaith 
Charter, it was renamed and made 
legally non-binding 

Agenda 21 A 900-page, non- 
binding programme of action for en¬ 
vironmentally safe growth. It 
addres.ses controversial issues such 
as toxic waste, the transfer of clean 
technologies, and what money will 
be loaned or donated to Third World 
countnes to foster benign develop¬ 
ment. 

Climate Control Convention: 
An agreement on lowering carbon 
dioxide emissions believed to cause 
global warming. Intended as the 
summit's showpiece, it was diluted 
by pressure from the Bush ad¬ 
ministration and does not include 
targets or deadlines 

Statement on forests- A 
watered-down, non-binding version 
of a treaty to protect the world's 
forests. Malaysia led opposition that 
blocked inclusion of a ban on the sale 
of tropical hardwoods 

Biodiversity. An agreement to 
preserve the world's plants, animals 
and resources President Bush said he 
would not sign it, calling the draft 
fundamentally flawed because it 
gives third world nations too much 
say on funding. 

M 

Yugoslav republics admitted to UN 
HE General Assembly of UN has 
admitted the former Yugoslav 
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republics of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Croatia and Slovenia to the United 
Nations, raising its membership to 
178. 

Although the Yugoslav army has 
fieicely fought Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, after those republics 
declar^ independence, it did notop- 
pose their admission to the Unit^ 
Nations. 

MISCELLANY 

First Indian atmospheric research 
radar installed 

HE Indian MST—Mesosphere, 
Stratosphere and Troposphere— 
radar, being installed at Gadanki, a 
small hamlet, 30 km from Tirupati, is 
projected to become a versatile 
ground tool for atmospheric research 
in the years to come. 

This IS the world's second largest 
such radar (the first being in Peru) 
and the first of its kind in India. 

During the past few years, the 
international scientific community 
had identified middle atmospheric 
studies as an important branch of 
geophysics. It is ot groat interest for 
scientists to carefully investigate the 
motions of the middle atmosphere on 
all temporal and spatial scales. MST 
corresponds to three height regions 
of atmosphere, 50-85 km, 17-50 km 
and 0-17 km, respectively. Above 
these IS the popular ionosphere. 

In normal radars, the target may 
bo air planes. For a MST radar tlie 
target is the irregularities in the radio 
retractive index of the atmosphere. 
The strength of the echo is very weak, 
since reflectivity of the clear atmos¬ 
phere is extremely small. Thus dic¬ 
tates the use of high transmitter 
power and antenna array with large 
physical aperture. 

NAM gets two new members 

UATEMALA and Papua New 
Guinea have been included as 
full-fledged members of the Non- 
aligned Movement (NAM) while 
Cambodia has resumed membership 
of the pipvepAent after an absence of 
13 years. 
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games 

Barcelona Olympics : Flame 
begins journey 

The (>lvmpii. flame, symbolising 
peate ami hie, was lit by the sun 
during a Leremonv at the rums of 
aiHiint Olvmpia on June S, 1992 
and began its trip to Barcelona for 
the siimniei game's starting on July 
2=1, 1992 

At an altar to the ancient Greek 
god /eus, a liigh pnestess, played 
by an actress and 20 Acolytes in 
white u>bc*s lit the Olympic flame 
w'lth the sun's rays beamed from 
a concave mirror 

"C.ixJ ot sun and light, send 
vour rays to light the holy flame, 
let the friendly city ot Barcelona 
ii'llcYt the light of peace to the 
world", the high priestess intonc'd 
to the gods Zeus and Apollo 

rhoustinds of spectators watch¬ 
ed the ceremony despite sizzling 
heat m this western valley of the 
Peloponnese peninsula where the 
Olympic Games began in 776 BC 
Ihe priestess earned the torch 
to the ongmal Olympic Stadium 
and handed it over to a Greek 
athlete, the first of 367 runners who 
will take It to the Barcelona 

ARC HERY 

Beijing International Invitation 
Tournament 

Limba Ram of India captured the 
gold in the Beijing International In¬ 
vitation Archery Tournament dis¬ 
playing determination in the face 
of several sudden-death situa¬ 
tions 

In the finals, he scored 97 out 
of 120 possible points to humble 
China's Fu Shengjun who scored 
84 that fetched him the silver 
Indonesia's Setijawan Hondra took 
the bronze 

Limba's performance was com¬ 
mendable for the confidence and 
steadiness displayed despite the 


touch and go situations and wind 
conditions 

However, Indian women bowed 
out meekly in the cjuarter-tinal and 
pre-ciuarter-final stages of the in- 
divicfual events 

The gold was bagged by 
Chinese' woman Ma Xiangjun with 
102 ot 120 possible points while 
Indonesian Pandiangan Puralama 
took the silver and North Korean 
Kim Jong Hwa the bronze 

BADMINTON 


Thomas Cup 

Hosts Malaysia scored a 
memorable 3-1 victory over In¬ 
donesia to win the Thomas Cup, 
symbol of world badminton 
supremacy 


This was Malaysia's first 
Thomas Cup victory in 25 years 
Earlier, Malaysia cracked open 
'The Great Wall of China', to score 
a stunning v3-2 win over defending 
champions China in the semifinals 
Uber Cup 

Champion'^ China came back from 
the brink of defeat to win the Uber 
Cup women's badminton team 
title for the fifth successive time 
They beat South Korea 3-2 

CRICKET 


England-Pakistan one-day series 

First Match England's ex¬ 
patriate South African Robin Smith 
and Allan Lamb plundered nearly 
150 runs between them as England 
compiled an impressive 278 for six 
from their 55 overs in the first 
one-day cricket international against 
Pakistan at Lord's 


Then the England seamers tcKik 
a tight grip' oa the match, dismiss¬ 
ing Pakistan for 199 m the final 
over thus defeating the world "cham¬ 
pions by 79 runs 

Second Match: Vice-captain of 
England Alt'c Stewart, scored his 
maiden one-day international cen¬ 
tury to help England register their 


second straight win over Pakistan 
by 39 runs in the match played at 
Oval 

FOOTB ALL 

European Cup* 

Barcelona finally stepped out of 
the shadow cast by Real Madrid, 
when they won the European Cup 
after a memorable final against 
Sampdona of Italy, played at 
Lontion 

A stunning goal from then out¬ 
standing Dutch defender Ronald 
Koeman settled the outcome just 
when It looked as if the match 
would go to a penalty shoot-out 
Asia Cup 

Favourites Iran emeiged the win¬ 
ners to lift the ( harininar Challenge 
Trophy in the Asia C up (group 
three) qualifying football tourna¬ 
ment played at' the Salt Lake 
Stadium, Calcutta I his wnn, while 
ensuring full points, also confirmed 
their place m the final round ol 
main event, scheduled for Oitober 
at Hiroshima 

HOCK EY 

Spain win the four-nation 
tournament 

India, who neexied a win, tailed to 
score against Spam in the final 
match of the tour-nation tourna¬ 
ment, held at Madrid, allowing the 
host nation to win the four-n^on 
tournament on goal difference 
Both teams finished with five 
{Xiints from three games, but Spain's 
eight tournament goals in two pre¬ 
vious matches proved decisive in 
the end. 

BMW Trophy 

Pakistan beat the Netherlands 2-1 
in an exciting match to lift the 
BMW trophy, their first success in 
Europe tp last 20 years 

Pakistan only needed a draw 
to win but went out for a win and 
pulled It off in a display of great 
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speed and superb ball skills. 

TENNIS 

French Open Championships 

Jim Courier rolled to his second 
straight French Open title with a 
7-5, ^2, 6-1, win over the underdog, 
Peter Korda of Czechoslovakia who 
undid himself with repeated crucial 
errors. 

Courier who lost only one set 
in his seven matches proved em¬ 
phatically his No. I world ranking, 
winner of the Australian Open in 
January, the 21-year-old American 
has now won three Grand Slam 
titles and is half yvay to a sweep 
of the four events in 1992. 

Monica Seles outfought Steffi 
Graf, 6-2, 3-6, 10-8 in an epic final 
thus becoming the first woman in 
55 years to win three straight French 
Open titles. 

Seles IS the first woman to cap¬ 
ture three con.secutive French Opens 
since Germany's Hilde Sterling ac¬ 


complished the feat fmm 1915 to 
193Z 

Haying won the Australian 
Open in January she is half way 
to Grand Slam title of 1992. 

Men's World Team Cup 

Sergi Bruguera'of Spain defeated 
Karel Novacek of Czechoskwakia, 
6-4, 6-2, to clinch for Spain the 1.37 
million-dollar men's tennis World 
Team C]up title. 

Bruguera gave Spain an unas¬ 
sailable 2-0 lead over Czechos¬ 
lovakia after team-mate Emilio 
Sanchez downed Peter Korda 3-6, 
6-2, 7-6. 

Eight countries had participated 
in the tournament 
Italian Open Championships 

World number one men's tennis 
player, Jim Courier of the United 
State's, won the 1 4 million dollar 
Italian Open, defeating Spain's Car¬ 
los Costa. 

Argentine (>abriela Sabatini beat 


world No. 1 Monica Seles in the 
women's singles final for the second 
successive year. 

German Open Championships 

Top-seeded Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden overcame the loss of the 
first set and two rain interruptions 
to win the German Open tennis 
tournament with a 5-7, 6-4, 6-1 vic¬ 
tory over Michael Stich of Germany. 

WRESTLING 

National Championship 

The Servievs claimed a double after 
a lapse of 17 years when they an¬ 
nex^ the free-style and the Greciv 
Roman titles in the National 
wrestling championship held at 
Bhilwara. 

Scr\'iccs, who earned 78 points 
in the free-style team title, pushed 
holder Delhi (72 points) to the 
second spot. 

Services snatched the Greco- 
Roman team title from Railways 
securing 90 points. 
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WHO’S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Sdiiihooti Rahoii^ I le lias been 
named Prime Minister ot Thailand. 

Marc Hnziir The military-backed 
interim gnveinment has designated 
him to become new leader of Klaiti. 

Oficiir I ///.v' SLiillniv I le has been 
elected as tlie ninth President of 
Italy. 

Waldciiinr Pmvlnk: He has been 
nominated by President Lech 
Walesa as Poland's fourth post- 
Communist Prime Minister He is 
leader ot the Polish Pa.Msants Party. 

Silii'cni Rabiikn: He has been 
sworn in as Prime Minister ot Fi)i. 
He heads the first elected govern¬ 
ment since 1*^87. 

K/is/iid Solh: 1 le is the new Prime 
Minister of l.ebanon. 

Raitiiiier K Riii: 1 le has been ap¬ 
pointed as India's Ambassador to 
Sudan. 

Ciiniip S Bah: 1 le has been ap¬ 
pointed as India's Ambassador to 
Brazil. 

RM. ANn/nnk(ir I le has been ap¬ 
pointed as India's Ambassador to 
Syria. 

M K. Khislui: He is India's new 
Ambassador to Argentina. 

KniiilHi Bluiinui: He is India's 
Ambassador to Ka/akhisian. 

Stiiihir L\’vare: He is India's Am¬ 
bassador to Ukraine 

S.N. I’nn: He has been ap¬ 
pointed India's Ambassador to 
Balarus. 

L.T Vutiaitc: He has been ap- 


ointed India's Ambassador to 
lungary. 

Bupat Oza: He is new Ambas¬ 
sador of India to South Korea. 

P C. Mennerff: He is new Am¬ 
bassador of India to Czechos¬ 
lovakia. 

Piahkar johiui: He is new Indian 
Ambassador in Bhutan. 

K.K.S. Raiia: He is new Indian 
Ambassador to Germany 

S L Malil: I le is new Indian Am¬ 
bassador to Vietnam. 

S Ramniniirtliy: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Chairman of the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes (CBD'D. 

Resigned 

Siiilitiida Krapraifoon. Prime 
Minister of Thailand. ‘ 

Jau Ol»zao>ki: Prime Minister of 
Poland. His Government was dis¬ 
missed by the Parliament. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Sir Vccrasumy Ren^^adoo: Presi¬ 
dent of Mauritius. 

Bivuiii Khaleda Zia: Prime Mini¬ 
ster ol Bangladesh. 

Ah Akbar Vehnjah: Foreign Mini¬ 
ster ot Iran. 

Died 

Murlidhar Daftatrei/a Deora'i: 
Veteran Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) Leader. He was 7.'i. 

Marlene Diciricli: One ot the 
legends of I lollywood. She was 90. 

MJ. PIterioani: Former Chair¬ 
man of National Housing Bank 
(NHB). He was.S8. 


EVENTS 


MAY 

11—USA blacklists Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation (ISRO) and 
the Russian space agency Glav- 
kosmos, tor two years, as puni¬ 
tive action for a deal involving 
transfer of Russian rocket en¬ 
gine technology 

14—The Indian Government bans 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
lielam (LTTE). 

17—The President, Mr R. 
Venkataraman leaves for Beij¬ 
ing, China, on a six-day State 
visit. 


18—Scores of anti-government 
protesters are feared dead as 
trtKips open fire at a rally in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

—India and Slovenia establish 
diplomatic ties. 

20— India attains another landmark 
in space technology by success¬ 
fully launching Augmented 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV) 
and placing a SROSS satdlite 
in a 450 km high orbit. 

21— A ,51-member mediation com¬ 
mittee announces a formal end 
to the battle for Kabul, Af¬ 


ghanistan. 

24—A senior Indian diplomat in 
Pakistan, Mr Rajesh Mittal, is 
forcibly abductexi by Pakistan 
intelligence personnel and 
released after torturing him 
with third degree methods, six 
hours later. 

26—Tlie 6th round of talks, between 
foreign secretaries of India and 
Pakistan, are called off. 

28—The Indo-US task ships begin 
a 24-hoiir night and day joint 
Naval exertise off the Western 
Coast at Cochin. 

31—The UN Security Council im- 

? ose.s sanctions against Serb-led 
ugoslavia in a bid to halt fight¬ 
ing that has tore apart the 
Balkan federation. The Serb for¬ 
ces accept ceasefire in the Bos¬ 
nian capital ot Sarajevo. 

JUNE 

1—The people of Denmark reject 
the Maastricht treaty thus 
derailing the process of 
European integration. 

4—Big null operator, Mr Harshad 
Mehta, who ‘is allegedly in¬ 
volved in the multi-crore 
securities scam is arrested by 
CBl. 

3—In a surprise development, 
France ancl Germany, two of 
the strongest allies of the U.S. 
Ill Europe, agree to sign the 
convention on biiKliversily, ef¬ 
fectively isolating US on the 
issue. 

6—An ordinance entitled "The 
Special Court (Trial of Offences 
Relating to Transactions in 
Securities) Ordinance, 1992" is 
promulgated to establish a spe¬ 
cial court for expeditions trial 
of securities .scam culprits and 
to appoint a custodian for at¬ 
taching their assets. 

7—Japan joins Britain and the 
eleven other members of the 
European Community in break¬ 
ing with USA to sign a treaty 
on bio-diversity, one of the 
cornerstones of the UN Earth 
Summit. 

8—Violence mars by-elections to 
two Lok Sabha and 19 assembly 
scats. 

9—Moldova government steps 
down. 

10—Indiff signs the Climate Change 
Convenbon which seeks to limit 
carbon and other gaseous emis¬ 
sions. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


\ 


Quantitative Aptitude 


Ihc qiic-’tioii'^ <ihKii liruHiukr wm iii n Hank hoha 
lioiiiii 1/ (Iffn I'l s L Mvuiiuilioii 

VW an >iiaUfiil to '^lii i Ajat/ Datla of Cali alia tot v luhii}; 

tin’ll ijm s/k)//', /() i/s 

Q. 1.-5. In each of the following number senes, a 
wrong number is giv^n. I md out that number. 


1 824 

408 

396 

96 

44 18 5 


(a) 40S 

(/>) 

396 


(() 96 

(d) 44 

(<’) 18 

2 5041 

721 

121 

25 

8 3 2 


(a) 721 

(/>) 

121 


(() 25 

(d) 8 

(() 3 

3 3 4 

10 

32 

136 

685 4116 


(a) 4 

(b) 

10 


(c) 32 

(d) 136 

(t) 685 

4 5 7 

13 

25 

45 

87 117 


(a) 7 

(b) 

13 


(t) 25 

(d) 45 

(<) 87 

IT 

12 

30 

90 

315 1261) 


(a) 8 

(b) 

12 


{() 30 

(tl) 9t) 


(i) 115 

6 I cnirtoor men can complete a work m 12 c1a\s 
loin days alter tlu\ staited the woik two more nun 
)oinod them 1 low many days will they take to complete 
Ihe lemaming v\ork’ 

(a) 9 (/>) 5 U) 6 (ii) 7 

(i) None ol tiu'se 

7 I he ditterence between a two digit number and 
the numbet obtained b) inlerehanging the positions ot its 
digits IS 18 What is the ditteri nee betwevn the two digits 
ot that number^ 

(a) 2 (h) 9 (() 7 

ill) Data inadciiuate (<) None ot these 

S riiiee fifth of one hniith ot a numbei is IS What 
IS the number'^ 

(a) 140 (/>) 120 (() 160 (</) 90 

(i) None ot these 

9 Sheamal bought a radio with certain percentage 
of discount ein the original price Heeained a prolitof I5‘, 
by selling it at Rs 850 If he had sold it at Rs 1000, what 
would have bevn the profit percentage on the einginal 
price^ 

(a) 15 (/.) 20 (e) 10 

ill) Cannot be detei mined (r) None of these 

10 Mohan s marks m Ceograpliv were 40 pe r ccnt ot 
the total maiks he got in Science and History It he got 20 
marks more in bcicnee than in History, w'hat weie his 
marks in Gc'ogiaphy’ 

(a) 60 (h) 40 (e) 50 

(tl) Data inade'cjuate (t) None ol these 

11 I’rabhat is as much heavier than Jatin as he is 
lighter than Umesh If the total weight of Ujnesh and latm 
IS 140 kgs, what IS the weight of rrabhaf"* 

in) 80 kgs (b) 60 kgs (i) 75 kgs 

(tl) Cannot be determined (i) None of these 

12 If the price of one do/xm ol mangoes is Rs 45 55, 
what will be the approximate va,lue of 146 mangoes? 


(a) Rs550 (b) Rs800 (t) Rs 460 (ti) Rs 750 

(c) Rs650 

n 1 he simple interest on a sum ot money after cer¬ 
tain number of years will be 80 per cent of the principal If 
the intcri>st was Rs 400 at the end ot the second year, what 
would be the rate of the interest pt'r cent per annum’ 

(a) 4 (b) 6 (r) 8 

(tl) Data inadcxiuate 0) None of these 
4 3 

14 By how much is ^ th of 70 greater than ^ th of 96’ 

(a) 16 (b) 18 (t) 20 (li) 8 

(i) None ol those 

15 Which ol the following has the fractions in des¬ 
cending ordi r’ 


Oi) 

(ti) 


(b) 


9 11 7 

11' n' 9 

U) None of these' 


(c) 


11 7 9 


13' 9' n 


7 9 11 
9 ir 13 
9 7 11 
I1'9' 13 

16 A train running at a speed of 84 km per hour 
crosses a man running at a speed of 6 km per hour in the 
opposite diiection in 4 seconds What is the length of the 
tram in metn s’ 

(a) 75 (b) 180 (i) 200 (tl) 150 

(i) None of these 

17 If the pine of golci is Rs 2 874 per 10 gms, what 
will Iv the approximate value of 14 67 gins’ 

(a) Rs4,3(X) (b) Rs 3,800 (i) Rs 5,300 

(tl) Rs5 600 (i) Rs 3,301) 

18 A sum of money is to be divided betwevn A, Band 
( in the piopoition of 2 3 5 If C's shaie is 507f of the 


sum w hat is B s share in it’ 

(. 1 ) RslO(X) (h)Rs 1,500 (() Rs 1,800 

ill) Data inadeciuate (e) None ot these 

19 The price of fiv e chairs is eciual to the price of two 
tabu s If the price of a table is Rs 820 more than that of a 
chan, what will be the approximate price of a chair’ 

(a) Rs240 (b) Rs420 (i) Rs 360 (d) Rs 180 

(i) Rs550 

20 I’ramod bought 30 kg ot me at the rate of Rs 8 50 
pel kg and 20 kg at the rale of Rs 9 00 per kg 1 ic mixtxl 
the two At approximately what price per kg should he 
s( II the mixture to make a 207t; piofit’ 


(a) Rs9 50 (b) Rs8 50 (t) Rsl0 50 (cD Rsl200 

(() Rsl2 50 

21 If 35‘r of a number is 12 less than 50'4 of that 
number, what is the number’ 

(a) 28 (b) 40 (i) 60 (d) 80 

(i) None of these 

22 Cine year ago the ratio ot Tarun and Copal s age 
was 4 5 One year nence the ratio ol their ages will be 
5 6 What IS the present age of Copal in years’ 

(if) 9 (b) 10 <f) 12 

(ti) Cannot be deternuned (c) None of these 

23 When the price of a machine was decri'ased by 20 
pel cent, the number of machines sold was increased by 
40 per cent What was the effect on the sales’ 

(fl) 2071 increase (b) 10‘/c mcrease 
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(c) 8% increase W) 15% increase 

(c) None of these 

24. Alok started a business investing Rs 75,000. After 
three months Chandan joined him with a capital of Rs 
60,000. If at the end of the year the total profit is Rs 16,000, 
what will be Chandan's share in it? 


(a) Rs 6,000 (W Rs 10,000 fc) Rs 8,000 

id) Rs 4,500 (e) None of these 

25. The average age of 24 students in a class is 14. If 
the teacher's age is included the average increases by one. 
What is the teacher's age in years? 

(a) 38 (b) 39 (c) 40 (d) 29 (e) None of these 


Q. 26*30. Study the following table carefully and answer the questions given below it: 

Number of six different cars produced and exported by a company over the years 

/ (Number of cars in thousands) 


Year 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

„ 1 _ 

Prod¬ 

uced 

Expo¬ 

rted 

Prod¬ 

uced 

Expiv 

rt^ 

Prod¬ 

uced 

Expo¬ 

rted 

Prod¬ 

uced 

Expo¬ 

rt^ 

Prod¬ 

uced 

Expo¬ 

rted 

Prod¬ 

uced 

Expo¬ 

rted 

1983 

20 

12 

60 

42 

80 

62 

39 

22 

42 

24 

68 

32 

1984 

40 

21 

57 

44 

85 

58 

42 

18 

37 

18 

72 

53 

1985 

37 

18 

38 

19 

79 

49 

44 

20 

58 

24 

79 

49 

1986 

44 

28 

46 

24 

76 

34 

46 

19 

72 

34 

45 

29 

1987 

29 

11 

72 

30 

92 

51 

34 

12 

65 

31 

62 

25 

1988 

39 

16 

41 

18 

78 

42 

38 

14 

64 

28 

58 

32 

TOTAL 

209 

106 

314 

177 

490 

296 

243 

105 

338 

159 

384 

220 


26. In which of the following years was the ratio of 
export to pmduction of C type car the highest? 

(a) 1983 (b) 1984 (c) 1985 (d) 1987 

(c) None of these 

27. The ratio of total number of cars exported to that 
produced during the given period is least in the case of 
which of the following types? 

(a) A . (b) C (c) D (d) E 

(e) None of these 

28. In which of the following years the percentage of 
export of B type of cars was more than the production of 
that year? 

(a) 1983 (b) 1984 (c) 1985 (d) 1987 

(f) None of these 

29. What percentage of C type of cars exported in 

1987 was more than these cars exported in 1986? 

(a) 1(X) (b) 150 (c) 25 (d) 50 

(c) None of these 

30. What was the average production percentage of 
A type of cars in 1984 to the total production of this type 
of cars in all the given years? 

(a) 20 (b) 10 (c) 40 (d) 15 (e) 25 

Q. 31*35. Study the following graph carefully and 
answer the questions based on it. 

Monthly statement of a company's ordinaty shares 
from April to October in 1989 and 1990. 



31. During which two-month period in 1989, the 
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share value is the same? 

(a) May-July (b) y^ril-October (c) April-June 

(d) May-August (e) May-September 

32. What is the difference in the share values between 
July 1989 and May 1989? 

(a) 125 (b) 525 (c) 475 (d) 175 

(e) None of these 

33. What is the average value of shares between April 
and October in 1990? 

(a) 500 (b) 550 (c) 650 (d) 700 

(e) 750 

34. What is the percentage decrease on an average in 
value of shares in 1990 from September to October? 

(a) 40 (b) 8 (c) 4 (d) 20 

{<*) 10 

35. What is, the percentage increase on an average in 
the value of shares in 1989 from July to August? 

(a) 40 (6) 30 (c) 50 id) 4 (e) 14 

The following cfuestions were set in the Railway Recruit¬ 
ment Board, Bhubaneswar examination held on 23.2.92. - 

We thank Shri AsHok Kumar Saboo, Banamalipur (Orissa) 
for sending these questions to us. ^ 

Q. 36.-46. Out of the four suggested answers given 
below each question, which should replace the (?) ques¬ 
tion mark? 

36. 7386 + 3333 - 7=10010 . 


(a) 

609 

ib) 619 

(0 

719 

(d) 

709 

37. 

2185 + 901 + 1010 + 20005 

1 = ? 



(a) 

23101 

(b) 60965 

(c) 

33101 

(d) 

24101 


121 

12.1 






0.121 “ 

? 





(a) 

0.0121 

(b) 0.00121 

(c) 

1.21 

id) 

1210 

39. 

63%of5 = ? 

• 




(a) 

3.3 

(b) 3.15 

(c) 

0:126 

(4) 

3.05 

"40., 

J ? 

400 





^ 28? 






(fl) 

256 (If’. 

(W 6800 

(0 

272 

(d)« 

225 

41. 

0.642 + 

2.14 = ? 



• . 


(a) 

0.33 

(W 0.03 

(c) 

0.3 

id) 

ao33 






42, =? 

to) “ <» II4 


(c)9l 


id) 10, 


43. 22x10235 = ’ 

ia) 225170 (b) 225270 (c) 1170422 id) 225160 


44. 3%of? = 039 
(a) 0117 (W 13 
(44 + 11)411 
3x6-3 " 

to) 2\l (» I 

^ i[22)2x«4^,‘ 
44 

(a) 5222 ib) 5324 


(c) 1.17 


id) 39 


(f) 4032 {(/) 4945 


47 Find the interest on Rs 1600 at 4^% for 2 years 
and 9 months 

(a) Rsl69 (b) Rsl89 (c) Rsl98 id) Rsl99 

48 The ]Dighest common factor of 70 and 245 is 


ic) 55 


(a) 35 ib) 45 ic) ' 

1 . 1,1 

2 • 2 2 

49 The value of ^ ^ ^ 

2 ■^2 '*^2 

(a) 2| (b) li (c) ^ 

50 LCM of2,3an<;® = ’ 


of6 + 6x6 + 6-6 = ’ 


id) 65 


OBjeCTfVB-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ia) Rsl80 ib) Rs360 ic) Rs540 id) Rs580 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

(W The senes is 5 x 2 + 8 = 18,18 x 2 + 8 = 44, 44 x 2 + 8 = 96, 
96x2 + 8 = 200,200x2 + 8 = 408,408x2 + 8*824 
So, 3% IS wroi^ It should be 200 
(tO The senes is 2x1= 2,2x2—1=3, 3x3 — 2 = 7, 

7 x 4 - 3 = 25,25 X 5 - 4 = 121, 121 x6 - 5 = 721, 

721 x7 - 6 = 5041 

So, 8 IS wrong, it should be 7 

(c) The senes is 3x1 + 1= 4, 4x2+2* Ifli; 10x3 + 3 = 3.3, 
33 x 4 + 4 = 136,136 x 5 + 5 = 685 
So, 32 IS wrong It should be 33 
(e) The senes is S + (1 x 2) = 7, 7 + (2 x 3) = 13, 

13+ (3 x 4) = 25,25+ (4 x 5) = 45, 

45 + (5 x 6) = 75,75 + {6x7)= 117 
So, 87 IS wrong, it should be 75 
(a) 4x15 = 6,6 x 2 = 12,12 x 25 = 30,30 x 3 = 90, 

90 x 35 = 315, 315 X 4=1260 
So, 8 IS wrong It should be 6 
(rf) 14 men 12 days 

1 man 14 x 12 = 168 days 

1 2 

(Rcmainmg work = 1 - ^ = ^) 

2 , 2x168 

16 men , work = -^—— = 7days 

3 3x16 ^ 

(a) The number IS 42 

Difference between the two digits = 4—2 = 2 

(b) 18 x 4 = 72,72x® =12) 


9 (d) 
11 (<f) 
13 (d) 


11 9 7 
13' 11'9 


10 (d) 
12 (a) 
14 (c) 


16 (i>) 

17 (a) 


52 25-(6+(11-(11- 4)}] = ’ 

(a) 5 ib) 10 ic) 15 id) 20 

53 Find the value of055x 12+ 11+06-1 

(a) 0 (b) 0 9 ic) 9.9 id) 0 98 

54 In a fort, there is provision of food for 150 men for 
45 days After 10 days 25 men left the fort The remaining 
food will last for 

(a) 42 days ib) 54 days ic) 48 days id) 50 days 

55. A retailer buys a radio for Rs 225. His overhead 
expenses are Rs 15. He sells the radio for Rs 300 The profit 
percentage of the retailer is 

(a) 10% ib) 20% ic) 25% id) 30% 

56. Simple interest on a certain sum @ 8% per annum 
for 2 years and on Rs 350 differ by Rs 56. The sum is 

(a) Rs700 ib) Rs750 ic) Rs775 id) Rs800 

57. If the area of a hall is 1200 sq. metre, its length in 
metres shall be 

(a) 30 ib) 40 ic) 50 

id) Cannot be determined i H 

58. A has I as much money as B has and B 1^ times 

as much money as C has. If C has Rs 360, how much 
money does A has? 


20 (c) 

21 {(f) 

22 (c) Multiply 4 5by2each, present age of Copal ib 11 

23 {«) 

24 (a) To arrive at profit ratio, Chandan's capital is 450(X) for one 

year {6(X)00 for 9 months) 

Profit ratio IS 75 45 or 5 3 

25 (b) ^ average of 14, number of students = 24 x 14 = 336 

By teacher's addition, the average comes to 15 and num¬ 
ber of students plus teacher = 3M 


ber of students plus teacher = 360 
Teacher's age = (360 - 336) + 15 - 39 


26 

ill) 

27 (c) 

28 

ib) 

29 

(r)Ans 10 7 

30 

(a) 

31 ie) 

32 

ia) 

33 

(f) 

34 

(c) 

35 (a) 

36 

id) 

37 

id) 

38 

in) 

39 ib) 

40 

ia) 

41 

ic) 

42 

id) 

43 ia) 

44 

ib) 

45 

ib) 

46 

(b) 

47 (c) 

48 

ia) 

49 

ia) 

50 

(«) 

51 (<) 

52 

ic) 

53 

ia) 

54 

(a) 






55 

((.) 

Prof.t% = ^^P-^p-^ffl 

or 

(300. 

- 240)x100 

= 25 



CP 


240 

56 

(fl) 






57 

id) 






58 

ib) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


Q.7 to 36 loerc set tit the Rajasthan 
State and Allted (Prelmmary) examina¬ 
tion and the rematmn^ questtons uvre 
set in the AGIO examination for Intel¬ 
ligence Bureau held recently. 

Wf are grateful to Sarvshri Aftab 
Alt Khan of Aligarh and Manav Kisftore 
of Bhagalpur respectively for sending 
these questions to us. 

1. Which of the following is the 
ancient oldest Vihar in India? 

(a) Nalanda (b) Takshila 

(c) Valabhi (d) Bodh Vihar 

2. The Jawahar Lai Nehru Prize 
for International Understanding for 
the year 1990 has been given to \^ich 
of the following: 

(a) Dr Sam Nujoma 

(b) Helmut Konl 

(c) Nelson Mandela 

(d) Yasser Arafat 

3. Which countiy has resigned 
from the membership of NAM 
recently? 

(a) Italy 

(b) Malaysia 

(c) South Africa 

(d) Argentina 

4. South Alps ranges are found 
in which country* 

(a) North America 

(b) South Africa 

(c) Australia 

(d) Canada 

5. The present Secretary 
General of SAARC, Mr Hussain 
Ibrahim Zaki, belongs to which 
country? 

(a) Bangladesh 

(b) Sri Lanka 

(c) Maldives 

(d) Bhutan 

6. Summer Olympics will be 
held in the month of July in which 
city/country? 

(a) Atlanta 

(b) Barcelona 

(c) South Korea 

(d) France 

7. What does Operation Rhino 
relate to? 

(a) Army activity against ex- 
, tremists ot Punjao 

(b) Stopping of terrorist ac- 

873 JULY •92 COMPETITION MASTER 


tivities by Army in Kash¬ 
mir 

(c) Army action against ULFA 
in Assam 

(d) To stop activities of LTTE 

8. Minimum needs pro¬ 
gramme is synonymous to whicn of 
the following terms; 

(a) To gather minimum re¬ 
quirements for livelihood 

(b) Antodaya 

(c) Freedom from hunger 

(d) Providing food to poor 

9. The name of the Kingdom in 
ancient India which used navy for the 
first time is: 

(a) Pallavas 

(b) Pallas 

(c) Cholas 

(d) Gangayas 

10. The preliminaries in the 
presidential elections of U.S.A. start 
from which of the following districts? 

(fl) New York 

(b) California 

(c) New Hampshire 

(d) Washington D.C. 

11. The hydropower project 
Chokha is in collaboration with 
which country? 

(fl) Bhutan 

(b) Nepal 

(c) Burma 

(d) Bangladesh 

12. Raman effect is found in 
which of the following? 

(fl) Liquid 

(b) Pnsm 

(c) All transparent media 

(d) Glass 

13. Sambar, _lake produces how 
much percentage of the overall 
production of salt in India? 

(fl) 7.8% (b) 15% 

(c) 25% (d) 8.7% 

14. Which Indian book has been 
translated into forty foreign lan¬ 
guages and fifteen Indian la/nguages? 

(fl) Shakimtala , 

(b) Panchtantra 

(c) MeghdOot 

id) Raghuyansh 'J. ' 

15. Haemoglobin is found in 
which part of the body? 

(fl) blood 


(b) Bone marrow 

(c) Heart 
id) Spleen 

16. Which vitamin helps in the 
process of blood dotting? 

(fl) VitE (h) VitK 

(c) VitD (d) VitC 

17. Recently Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao visited Davos What 
was held in Davos? 

(fl) U.N. Security Council 
meeting 

(b) NAM meeting ^ 

(r) Economic conference 

(d) Environment conference 

18. Bile is stored in which part of 
the body? 

(a) Pancreas 

(b) Liver 

(c) Gall Bladder 

(d) Kidney 

19. Which of the following acids 
doesn't contain oxygen? 

(fl) Sulphuncaad* 

(b) Nitric acid 

(r) Hydrochloric acid 

(d) All 

20. Liquefied petroleum gas is a 
mixture of; 

(fl) Methane, Ethane and 
Hexane 

(b) Butane, Heptane and Pen¬ 
tane 

(c) Methane, Ethane and 
Acetylene 

(d) Methane, Propane and 
Hexane 

21. If the Pancreas stops 
functioning in the body then what 
would happen? 

(fl) Level of sugar will increase 

(b) Level of insulin and 
glycogen will decrease 

(c) Insulin will increase 

(d) Ammonia level will in¬ 
crease 

22. India didn't sign the NPT be¬ 
cause of the following reasons: 

(fl) It is discriminatory 

(b) It neglects the balance of 
‘' ribwer in South Asia 

(c) It neglects peaceful use of 
energy 

(d) None of these 

23- The centre from where the 
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British Newspapers are published is: 
Dovynmg Street 

(b) Wall Street 

(c) Fleet Street 
W) Palm Street 

24. What is the name of the 
civilisation which evolved a proper 
system of writing? 

(a) Sumerians 

(b) Egyptians 

(c) Chinese 

W) Indus Valley 

25. U.S.A. entered in World War 
II in 1941 instead of 1939. Why? 

(a) Isolation Policy of U.S.A. 

(b) She wanted to favour allies 
(f) Attack on Pearl Harbour by 

Japan in 1941 

(d) U.b.A. wanted to show its 
supremacy 

26. Paris is situated on the banks 
of which river? 

(a) Seine 

(b) Saint Lawrence 

(c) Rhine 

(d) Thames 

27. Fusion of Indian and Iranian 
architecture can be seen in which of 
the following: 

(a) Panch Mahal 
(W Taj Mahal 

(c) GolGumba/ 

(d) Sher Shah Mausoleum 

28. The average percentage of 
inflation in 1991 was: 

(a) 16.5% (6) 13.5% 

(c) 11.5% W) 12.8% 

29. The name of the wildlife 
reserve which is included in the 
world heritage list is: 

(a) Ranthambhor 
(.b) Bharatpur 

(c) Sarisca 

(d) Kanha National Park 

30. The name of the wildlife 
reserve which has developed recent¬ 
ly is: 

(fl) Nilgiri 

ib) Sunderbans 
(c) Darjeeling 
id) Jim Corbett 

31. In India Geo-Thermal energy 
IS produced at: 

(a) Tuticorin 

(b) Manikaran hills 

(c) Khambat 
id) Goa 

32. In photosynthesis the fol¬ 
lowing processes occur: 

W Oxygen is taken by the 
plants and Carbondioxide 
IS released 

ib) CarboiKlioxide is taken by 


the plants and oxygen is 
released 

(c) The green pigment is split 
by sunlight 

(d) Water is released 

33. Where is the headquarters of 
the European Economic Com¬ 
munity? 

(a) Vatican City 

(b) Brussels 

(c) London 
id) Berlin 

34. What are the two important 
centres which have been named in 
the Ganga Cleaning Plan? 

(1) Rishikesh 

(2) Kanpur 

(3) Allahabad 

(4) Banaras (Varanasi) 

(fl) 1&3 (W 1&2 

(c) 3&2 (<f)2&4 

35. Rag Kalpadram has been 
written by: 

(fl) Radha Krishna 
lb) Vyas 

ib) Bhoja 

(c) Panait Ravi Shankar 

36. Which dam is being built on 
the river Bhagirathi? 

(fl) Them Dam 

ib) TehriDam 
(c) Nagarjuna Sagar 
id) Rihand Dam 

37. Isotherms are lines on a map 
which join the places having the 
same: 

(fl) pressure 

ib) mean temperature 
(c) humidity 
id) None of these 

38. Nobel Peace Prize for 1990 
was given to: 

(fl) Mikhail Gorbachov 

ib) Dalai Lama 

ic) Perez de Cuellar 

id) None of these 

39. Sharda Act is related to: 

(fl) widow marriage 

ib) child marriage 

ic) inter-caste marriage 

id) None of these 

40. Who among the following is 
the first "International Grand 
Master" in India? 

(fl) Bhagya Shree Thipse 

ib) Debyendu Barua 

ic) V. Anand 

id) None of these 

41. What is "Black Box"? 

ia) An instrument used to 
delect minerals below 
ocean 

ib) A "box" corttainlng black 

•I ’ ' r 


minerals. 

ic) A "recorder" placed in the 
pilot's cabin to record 
cockpit voices 

(d) None of these 

42. What is "Doldrums"? 

(fl) at)rpeofwind 

ib) a type of soil 
(c) a type of rock 

id) None of these 

43. Dada Saheb Phalke .Award 
for IS^ was given to which famous 
film personahry? 

ifl) Ashdk Kumar 

ib) Raj Kapoor 

ic) Lata Mangeshkar 

id) Noneoftnese 

44. What is "Super-301"? 

(fl) A supersonic fighter plane 
ofU^.A. 

ib) India's latest submarine 

ic) A law related to "trade ac¬ 
tivities of U.S.A. with 
another country" 

id) None of these 

45. Who is the present Chief Jus¬ 
tice of India? 

(a) R.S.Pathak 
(W M.H. Kania 

ic) RN.Mishra 

id) None of these 

46. Todarmal, one of the "nine 
jewels" to the court of Akbar, was a 
famous: 

(fl) musician 

ib) i^Kial development expert 

ic) poet 

id) None of these 

47. Election Commission in 
India is under the: 

(fl) Parliament 

ib) President 

ic) Supreme Court 

id) independent body 

48. Who is the first elected Prime 
Minister of Nepal? 

(fl) B.P. iuiinila 

ib) K.P. Battarai 

ic) G.P. Koirala 

id) None of these 

49. What was the "Mascot" of 
the 1982's New Delhi Asian Games? 

(fl) Cub 

ib) Dove 

(c) Child elephant 
id) None of these 

50. India has now how many 
States? 

(fl) 22 ib) 23 

ic) 24 id) 25 

51. M.F. Hussain is related to; 

(fl) painting 

(W vocal music 
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(c) journalism 
id) poetry 

52. On which date was the Con¬ 
stitution of India adopted by the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly? 

(a) 26th January, 1950 

(b) 30th October, 1948 

ic) 26th November, 1949 

(d) 15 th August, 1947 

53. Narora is situated in’ 

(<?) Madhya Pradesh 
lb) Gujarat 

(t) Uttar Pradesh 
(d) Bihar 

54 Seismograph is an instru¬ 
ment used to 

(rt) read the intensity of 
earthquake 

(b) draw geographical maps 

(c) measure humidity 

id) None of these 

55 India's first surface-to-air 
missile IS 

(a) Prithvi (b) Akash 
(f) Trishul (d) Agni 

56 "Ozone layer" protefcls the 
earth from 

(ti) Cosmic rays 

(b) X-rays 

(c) ultra-violet rays 

(d) infrared rays 

57. "Hook's Law" is related to. 

(a) magnetism 

(b) electricity 

(c) elastiaty 

(d) optics 

58 The system of reading by the 
blinds was invented by: 

(a) Braille 

(b) Morse 

(c) Marconi 

(d) None of these 

59. In which year the States 
Reorganisation Act in India came 
into force? 

(fl) 1952 (b) 1954 

(t) 1956 (d) 1958 

60. The International Court of 
Justice IS situated m. 

(a) New York 

(b) Geneva 

ic) The Hague 

(d) Washington 

61. The former Soviet President, 
Mikhail Gorbachov, resigned on: 

(a) 25 th December, 1991 

(b) 21st December, 1991 

(c) 10th December, 1991 

id) 3rd January, 1992 

62. "Dronacharya Award" is 
given to the: 

(a) Best athlete of the year 

(b) Best cricketer 


(c) Best archer ’ 
id) Best coach 

63. A statement printed on white 
paper, issued by government for the 
information of Parliament is called: 

(a) Bond paper 

(b) Agreement paper 

(c) white paper 

(d) Noneoftnese 

64. Red-cross movement was 
launched by: 

(a) Mother Teresa 

(b) J.H. Dunant 

(c) Missionaries of Charity 
id) None of these 

65. Provincial Autonomy was 
introduced in India during the 
regime of. 

(a) Wellington 

(b) Linlithgow 

(c) Rippon 

(d) Canning 

66. Lactometer is used to: 

(a) check purity of milk 

ib) detect olood group 

(c) find fracture point 

(d) None of these 

67. "World Human Rights Day" 
is observed on: 

(a) 5th February 

(b) 25th March 

(c) 5th June 

(d) 10th December 

68. Brahmo Samaj was founded 
by: 

(a) Vivekanand 

ib) Ramakrishna Parmhansa 

(c) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
id) None of these 

69. B.C. Roy awards are given 
for excellence in which field? 

(a) journalism 

ib) politics 

(c) films 

(d) medicines 

70. What does "buoy" stands 

for? 

(a) a soap 

(b) a man serving in any hotel 
for luggage transportation 
or as a guide 

(c) a chemical 

(d) None of these 

71. Petroleum was first detected 
in India at: 

(a) Barauni 

(b) Bombay High 

ic) Digboi 

id) Ai^eshwar, 

72. Who is the "fastest man" in 

the world at present? , t 

(a) S. ^ka , 

ib) B. Jonson 


(c) Carl Lewis 

(d) None of these 

73. Who is the ex-officio Chair¬ 
man of the Rajya Sabha? 

(a) Prime Minister 
(W President 
(c) Vice-President 
W) Chief Justice of India 

74. "Khilafat Movement" which 
was launched in 1920 related to: 

(a) Simon Commission boycott 
ib) Treaty of Sevres between 

Allied Powers and Turkey 

(c) Chauri Chaura incident 

(d) Non&of these 

75. "Bhagwat Gita" was written 
in; 

(«) Tamil (b) Hindi 

(c) Sanskrit (d) Kannada 

(e) None of these 

76. Golconda is in which State? 
(fl) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Madhya Pradesh 

(d) Orissa 

77. Who IS the "Constitutional 
Head" of Goa? 

<ii) Lt-Govemor 

ib) Deputy Governor 

(c) Governor 

(d) None of these 

78. Which among the following 
is the biggest island in the worlds 

(fl) Madagascar 

(b) Sn Lanka 

ic) Greenland 

id) Borneo 

79. Bhoodan Movement was 
started by: 

(fl) Acharya Knpalani 

ib) Gopal Krishan Gokhale 

ic) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

id) Vinoba Bhave 

80. Recent meeting of 
"CHOGM" was held at: 

(fl) Paris 
ib) Harare 

(c) Melbourne 
id) Belgrade 

81. Minimum age to be elected 
for Lok Sabha is: 

(fl) 20 years 

ib) 25 years 

ic) 30 years 

id) 35 years 

82. Kaziranga National Park is 
in; 

(fl) U.P. 
ib) M.P. 

(cj Assam 
id) Tamil Nadu 
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83. What is the currency oi Iran? 
(a) Rial 

(W Dinar 
(c) Rupee 
id) Dollar 

84. Zurich is a city in: 

{a) Switzerland 

(h) U.S.A. 

(c) Canada 

(d) None of these 

85. "Sharjah '91" cricket Cup 
was won by: 

(a) India 

(b) Pakistan 

(c) West Indies 
((/) None of these 

86. Forest Research Institute is 
situated at: 

(a) Mussoorie 

(b) Hyderabad 

(c) Dehra Dun 

(d) Shimla 

87. "Slave Dynasty" in India 
was established by. 

(<j) Iltumish 

(b) Balban 

(c) Alauddin 

(d) None of these 

88. "Charak Samhita" is a book 
related to: 

(a) politics 
(W medicine 

(c) religion 

(d) None of these 

89. "Anemometer" is an instru¬ 
ment for measunng: 

(a) humidity of wind 

(b) current 

(c) speed of wind or any other 
moving gas 

(d) Noneo/tnese 

90. Which body approves the 
proposals of Five-Year Planning: 

(a) Planning Commission 

(b) Parliament 

(c) National Development 
Council 

(d) None of these 

91. An extensive inlet penetrat¬ 
ing far into the land (a large, deep 
bay), is known as: 

(a) Island 

(h) Peninsula 

(c) Gulf 

(d) None of these 

92. A piece of land surrounded 
by water from all sides in an ocean, 
sea, lake or river, is called: 

(it) an island 

(b) peninsula 

(c) estuary • ' 

(d) None of these 

93. "Khajuraho" temples were 
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built by: 

(rt) thePallavas 

(b) the Chandellas 

(c) theHoysalas 

(d) None of these 

94. Who was the first to reach 
South Pole? 

(a) Robert Peary 

(b) Amundsen 

(c) Magellan 

95. What is deficit budgeting? 

(n) earning more than the ex¬ 
penditure 

(b) expenditure more than the 
earning 

(f) expenditure and earnings 
are equal 

(d) None of these 

96. The present Prime Minister 
ot japan is 

(d) Akihito 

(b) Toshiki Kaifu 

(c) Y Nakasone 

(d) None of these 

97. Who was responsible tor 
pointing out the importance of 
’'Zero"? 

(a) Aryabhatta 

(b) Newton 

(c) Edison 

(d) None of these 

98. Which Test aicket player has 
made the maximum centuries in the 
world? 

(a) Viv Richards 

(b) Zaheer Abbas 

(c) Allan Border 

(d) Sunil Gavaskar 

99. Sextant is a scientific instru¬ 
ment for measuring- 

(n) altitude of the sun and 
other inaccessible heaven¬ 
ly bodies 

(b) curvature of earth's surface 

(c) for recording rainfall 

(d) None of these 

100. What is devaluation? 

(a) increasing prcxiuction of 
currency 

(b) increasing the value of 
rupee in terms of other in¬ 
ternational currencies 

(f) decreasing the value of 
rupee compared to other 
international currencies 

101. Oxygen was discovered by: 

(a) }.}. Thomson 

(b) Joseph Priestley 

(c) James Chadwick 

(d) None of tfiese 

"''102: The World Bank provides 
loan to the less devdoped countries 
generally at the interest rate of: 


(a) 2.5% 

(b) 7.5% 

(c) 6% 

(d) 10% 

103. Which atomic-rich mineral 
is largely found in India? 

(fl) thorium 

(b) Radium 

(c) Uranium 

(d) None of these 

104. Operation Black Board Is re¬ 
lated to: , 

(a) compulsory education 
upto 14 years of age 

(b) child education 

(c) Adult education 

(d) None of these 
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OBJECTIVE 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


Read the following passage care¬ 
fully and answer the questions 
given below it. Certain words in the 
passage are given in BOLD to help 
you to locate them while answering 
some of the questions: 

Once upi>n a time there lived a 
Giant in an ancient castle sur- 
roundeii by a lovely garden. While 
the Giant was away, children return¬ 
ing from scht^nl used to play in the 
arden every evening. There were 
ovvers on all the trees during spring 
and fruits during autumn. The 
children liked this garden very much. 

One day the Giant returned and 
drove the children aw'ay. lie then 
built a huge w'all around the garden. 
The children became quite unhappy. 
They .ill walked around the garden 
wall in sad silence. 

Days passed. Spring came and 
everywhere outside the garden there 
were flowers smiling and birds sing¬ 
ing. But neither flowers nor birds 
emerged in the sc-lfish Giant's gar¬ 
den. Snow and frost settled down 
permanently in the garden. TheGiant 
wondered why spring lorgot to visit 
his garden that year. 

One tine morning the Giant 
noticed that the little children had 
stolen into the garden through a hole 
in the wall. They ww sitting on the 
branches of trees and e\ erv tree was 
in full blixim. The birds were singing 
and the garden was tilled with )oy. 
Only in the farthest corner it was still 
winter and the tree there was coveri'd 
with snow. A little boy was seen 
crying bitterly under the tree because 
he was too small to climb it. The 
Giant stepped out into the garden. 
All the childri’ii ran away at the sight 
of him. The little boy did not see the 
Giant because his eyes w'ere full ot 
tears. Winter returned to the garden 
as soon as the children left. The Giant 
walked up from K'hind the wis'ping 
child and lifted him to a branch of the 
tree. At once the tree blossomed and 
birds started singing. The little boy 

g ut out his hands and kissed the 
lant. The Giant realised his mis¬ 
take. lie repented sincerely and 
pulled down the wall to let the 
children play freely in his garden. 

1. Spring stayed away from the 


Chant's garden because: 

(a) the Giant had driven away 
the children from the gar¬ 
den. 

(h) snow and frost had settled 
down in the garden. 

(c) the children were plucking 
flowers from the garden. 

(d) the Chant had decided to 
have winter in the gaalen. 

(f) the wall prevenlixl it from 
entering the garden. 

2. The Giant stepped out into the 
garden because he wanted ti': 

(d) drive the children away 
fnim the garden. 
ib) repent for his mistake. 

(c) play with the children. 
id) listen to the song of the 
bird.s. 

(c) place the little bov on a 
branch of the tree. 

3. The little boy did not run 
when the (iiant entered the garden 
because. 

(«) he was tixi small to run. 

(/») he did not see the Chant. 

(c) he was not afraid ot the 
Caant. 

(d) he wanted to kiss the 
Chant. 

{(') he wantcxl the Giiint to lift 
him. 

4. Snow and frost remained in 
tJie garden as long as: 

(ii) the Giant stayed away 
from the gaiden 
(/)) spring remained in the 
corner of the garden. 

(() binls .sang in the garden. 

((/) the children stayed away 
from the garden 
(c) the Ciiant stayed in the 
castle. 

5. TheGiant constmeted a wall 
around his garden to; 

(a) prevent the children from 
plucking flowers from the 
garden. 

(b) protet his castle from 
winter. 

(f) prevent snow and frost 
from entering the gar¬ 
den. 

((/) prevent spring from leav¬ 
ing the garden. 

(c) prevent the children from 


playing in the garden. 

f). Winter remained in the 
corner of the gardim till the Ciiant; 

(rt) placed the little boy on a 
branch of a tree. 

(/>) realised his mistake and 
ri’pented. 

(() stepped out into the gar- 
dem 

id) destroyed the huge wall 
surrounding his garden. 

(c) noticed the children sitting 
on the branches ot the 
trt*es. 

7. The Ciiant obser\'ed one tine 
morning that. 

(a) only one tree in the t.irthest 
corner ot the garden was 
coviTed with snow 
(/') the children were making a 
hole in the garden wall. 

(i) only one tree in the garden 
was in bloom 

((/) thechildn-n were sitting on 
the branches of trees and 
plucking fruits 

(c) birds had stopped singing 
in his garden. 

S. 'Fhe little boy was civmg be¬ 
cause: 

(a) he wantcH.1 to enter the gai 
den. 

(b) he was kept aw<n bv the 
other chilcfien. 

(c) he fell down from the tree, 
(if) he could not climb the trev 
((’) he was smaller than tin' 

other boys 

9. Which of the following statc'- 
ment is NOT TKUl: in the context of 
the pas.s<ige: 

ill) Winter settled in the gar¬ 
den in the absence of the 
children. 

(b) The little boy started c rying 
when he saw the Giant. 

(c) T he Giant was very selfish 
till he realised his mi.s- 
take. 

(if) The children ran awav 
when they saw the Giant 
entering tne garden on one 
fine morning. 

(<’) The tree in the farthest 
corner blossomed when 
the little boy sat on one of 
** its branches. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


* Choose rtie word which is most 
nearly the SAME in meaning as the 
word given in BOLD and used in the 
passage; 

10. realised: 

(a) remembered 

(/>) understood 

(c) stopped (d) showed 

(р) forgave 

11. ancient: 

(a) big (h) mighty 

(с) modern (d) old 

(p) ruined 


12. lovely; 

(rt) kind (/») flowering 

(p) pretty (d) large 

(p) playful 

* Choose the word which is most 
OPPOSITE in meaning of the word 
given in BOLD and used in the pa.s- 
sage: 

13. huge; 

(rt) tiny (h) long 

(p) wtMk ((/) high 

(p) few 


14. emerged; 

(ti) destroyed {l>) showt'd 
(() disiippeaied (d) temained 
(p) changed 

15. farthest: 


(fl) nearest (h) distant 

(p) smallest (li) last 

(p) shortest 

* Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is any grammatical 
error in it. The error, if any, will be 
in one part of the sentence. The 
number of that part is the answer. If 
there is no error, the answer is "5" 
i.e. No error. (Ignore the errors of 
punctuation, if any.) 

16. On the time of (1) the house 
collapse (2) all the people in the (3) 
house were asleep (4). No error (5). 

17. Scarcely had 1(1) walked out 
of my office (2) then I saw my friend 

(3) coming towards me (4). No error 
(5). 

18. While the teacher (1) was 
narrating the (2) incident, all the (3) 
students remained silence (4). No 
error (5). 

19. Police succeeded in arresting 
(I) the criminals involved (2) in the 
crime after (3) a thoroughly inves¬ 
tigation (4). No error (5). 

20. No sooner did I receive (1) 
the urgent message then (2) 1 startexi 
contacting (3) my relatives in Madras 

(4) . No error (5). 

21. It was her father (1) yvho 
prevented her (2) in accepting the'job 
(3) of an Air-Hostess (4). No error (5). 


1 22 . Neither Prasant nor his ( 1 ) 

wife was present (2) in the house 
when (3) 1 went to meet them (4). No 
error (.3) 

23. The mother advised to (1) 
her daughter to come back (2) from 
schcKil ns soon as (3) the class was 
over (4). No error (S). 

24. The normal life of (1) the city 
was paralysed (2) inspite of strong 
winds (3) and heavy rains (4). No 
error (5). 

25. Some of the problems (1) 
given in the book (2) are as difficult 
(3) for her to solve (4) No error (5). 

* Pick out the most effective word 
from the given words to fill the 
blank to make the sentence mean¬ 
ingfully complete. 

26. Nilcsh was advised by his 
parents to care his health. 

(a) on {b) to (<.) at 

id) over (c) of 

27. 1 am wailing to take you to 

his hou.se you want to go 

(it) whomsoever 

(b) whenever 

(p) wherever (d) whichever 
(p) whatsoever 

28. A relief team was sent 

to food and medicines among 

the refugees. 

(<i) contribute (b) sanction 
(p) share (d) separate 
(p) distribute 

29 1 changed my pen in aci ord- 

ance his suggestion. 

(n) at (b) with (p) from 
((/) to (p) by 

30 None of my relatives is stay¬ 
ing in Bombay me. 

(n) apart (b) without 
(t) otherwise (d) except 
(p) although 

31. The house is so badly 

damaged due to the earthquake that 
it _ _ to be rebuilt. 

(a) need (h) needing 
(p) needs (d) needy 
(p) needed 

32. He will not be admitted in 

the college he produces a 

valid certificate. 

(a) unless (b) despite 
(p) because (d) however 
(p) without 

33. Both Kamlesh and his wife 
Kavita _ seen in the function. 

(a) were (b) had (p) is 

(d) was (p) has 

34. The show went_in- 

spite of protests from a section of the 
crowd. 


(a) in (h) of (c) about 

(d) for (e) on 

35. The old man was too weak 

to_up fjrom the bed. 

Oi) rose (b) arise 

(c) risen (d) rise 

(e) arose 

* Rearrange the following five sen¬ 
tences A, B, C, D and E in proper 
sequence so as to make a meaning¬ 
ful paragraph and then answer the 
questions given below: 

A. I asked him about his 

S resent job. 

en he asked me about my 
job 

C. It was near the railway sta¬ 
tion that I met Ashok 
D. I told him that I did not 
have a job 

H. He said that he was work¬ 
ing in a bank. 

36. Which of the following 

should be the Third sentence? 

(I) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

37. Which of the following 

should bi^ the Fourth sentence? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

31J. Which of the following 

should be the Last sentence? 

(1) A (2) 8 (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

39. Which of the following 

should be the Second sentence? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) £ 

40. Which of the following 

should lx; the /-Trsf sentence? ' 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 


_ANSWERS_ 

1. (rt) ' 2.’(p) " 3. (fj) 4. (d) 

5. (p) 6. (a) 7. (a) 8. (d) 

9 (b) 10. (b) 11. (d) 12. (p) 

13 («) 14. (p) 15. (a) 

16. (1) 'At the time of' 

17. (3) 'when 1 saw my friend' 

18. (4) 'remained silent' 

19. (4) 'a thorough investigation' 

20. (2) 'the urgent message than' 

21. (3) 'from accepting the job' 

22. (5) No error 

23. (1) 'The mother advised' 

24. (3) 'on account of' 

25. (3) 'quite/very difficult' 

26. (p) 17. (b) 28. (p) 29. (b) 

30. (d) 31. (p) 32. (rt) 33. (a) 

34. (p) 35. (d) 36. E 37. B 

.38. D 39. A 40. C 
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TEST OF REASONINGS 


Find the odd-m<)n out: 


1. Or) IK.H) 

(10 

JOML 

(() f\WV 

Ui) 

NUQP 

2. (-/) JCiKlI 

(h) 

MKNl 

(<) SQ1K 

(d) 

DBFC' 

3 (u) PONQ 

(h) 

ZYXA 

(.) UISW 

(li) 

MLKN 

4 ia) JKMI’ 

(10 

B( Fll 

(() NOQT 

(d) 

STVZ 

5 iu) GFf A 

(b) 

PNLj 

(0 ZXUS 

(d) 

Kl’Nl. 

6 (ii) DWVF 

(b) 

C.lSIl 

(f) IPOK 

(d) 

A/YB 


In each of the following letter sequences some let¬ 
ters have been left out and are given in the same order 
in one of the four alternatives. Your task is to tick-mark 
(✓) the right choice. 

7 ,ib-nbc-bc-bca-c 


(a) beeb (b) raac 

8 cbn-c-accb-c-bac 

(l) baca 

(d) 

caab 

(rt) bbac (h) ebat 

9. bca-b-aabc-a-caa 

(c) ebab 

(d) 

bacc 

(rt) acab (b) Ixbb 

10 a -bcabb-abc-aa b- 

(c) ccab 

(d) 

ebab 

(d) acce (b) abac 

11. ab-b-acab-bcbc- 

((,) cbcL 

(d) 

bcac 

(d) ebea (b) abac 

(c) ccaa 

(d) ebaa 


In each of the number series given below, one num¬ 
ber is missing. Find it out from the choice given below: 

12 21,22; 24,27; 31;%,.. 


id) 41 

(b) 72 

(c) 

42 

(d) 

44 

n. 15,16,20; 29; 45;.. 





id) 90 

(b) 95 

(t) 

74 

(d) 

70 

14 4; 9; 19; 

39; 79, 





(rt) 139 

(b) 149 

(c) 

159 

id) 

169 

15. 6; 9,15; 

27; 51,... 





(a) 102 

(10 94 

(i) 

89 

(if) 

99 

16. 5,15; 3; 

12; 4; 16;.. 





id) 6 

(10 4 

(c) 

8 

(d) 

1 

17. 15; 23; 32; 41; 14; 23; 32; 





(fl) 64 

(W 51 

(c) 

55 

(d) 

40 


18. 5; 12; 26; 47; 75;.. 
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(a) no 

19 1;2,3,1 

(6) 152 
; 4,9; 1, 8; . 

(c) 123 

(d) 102 

(d) 25 

(10 27 

(c) 18 

id) 21 

20 2, 3,4,6, 8; 9, 16, 12; 

# 


(d) 24 

(10 20 

(() 22 

id) 32 


In the following questions, the first two numbers 
have certain relationship. Your task is to find out the 
right number from the given choice so that the numbers 
in the second set have a similar relationship. 

21 9 80 as 100 ? 



id) 1009 

(10 

9999 

ii) 

901 

id) 

9889 

22 

25 125 as 

36 ? 







id) 180 

(10 

206 

ii) 

318 

id) 

216 

23 

163 361 as 518 

. 7 






id) 821 

(10 

1002 

ii) 

815 

id) 

1036 

24 

7 56 as 9 

7 







id) 63 

(10 

81 

ic) 

99 

id) 

90 


In the equations given below, two signs have been 
interchanged. You have to find them out so as to make 
the equation correct. 


25 

25- 

45 ^ 17x2- 

6^ 10 



(-0 

4 and - 

(10 

X and - 


(i) 

- and - 

id) 

and 4 

26. 

- 12-^2x94 3 = 

-h 



(rt) 

X and 4 

ib) 

- and 4 


ic) 

- and 4 

id) 

- and X 

27 

19- 

-3x4424-4 

2-19 



ia) 

-and 4 

(10 

X and + 


ic) 

- and X 

id) 

4 and X 

28 

42- 

-16x247 + 

3-55 



(a) 

+ and - 

(10 

Xand + 


ic) 

+ and- 

id) 

X and + 


Given below is a series of letters. Answer questions 
29 and 30 on the basis of the study of this series. 

AFBMFBMAMFBMAMFBTMTFBABMFA 

29. How many Fs are followed by B but not preceded 
by A? 

(fi) 3 (W 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

* 

30. Which letter has the highest frequency? 

(fl) A (W B (r) F W) M 


BB 



GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


Each of the questions given below has two items. 
Mark your answers: 

(A) if one is the product of the other. 

(B) if one belongs to the other. 

(C) if one is the cause of the other. 

(D) if one IS opposite of the other. 

(E) if both belong to the same category. 

31. penguin : reindeer 

32. union. divorce 

33. coal. diamond 

34. marble. granite 

35. warrior: sword 

36 stampede: confusion 
37. dirt: disease 
38 man: society 

In the following questions, the items have a definite 
relationship. Your task is to tick-mark the choice with 
similar relationship. 

39. prose: poetry 

(a) solid : liquid 
ib) shoes: feet 

» (f) cncket: polo 
(d) dictionary words 

40. patience eagerness 

(a) job. promotion 

(b) active . la^y ' 

(c) tired rest 
(</) pain hurt 

41. evaporation . cloud 

(a) pressure atmosphere 

(b) thought • mind 

(c) mountain: snow 

(d) tension. break-down 

42. vaccination: body 

(a) result: studies 

(b) pesticides: plant 

(c) injection: symptoms 

(d) medicine • capsules 

43. painting: art 

(a) twist; dance 

(b) book: library 

(c) prayer. god 

(d) telephone; conversation 

44. line: square 

(a) altitude: triangle 

(b) tangent: curve 

(c) arc: circle 

(d) degree: angle 

45. India; China 

(a) Bihar: West Bengal 


(b) France: England 

(c) Tibet: Iran 

(d) Burlma: Pakistan 

Words in questions given below are written in code. 
You have to find out the right code for letters enclosed 
in box. 


46. 

C 

A 

ra 

P 

E 

T 






(a) 

d 

(W 

k 

(c) 

f 

id) 

m 

(0 

V 

</) 

) 

47. 

P 

L 

I 

G 

rf*i 

T 






(a) 

X 

(b) 

u 

(0 

q 

id) 

d 

ic) 

s 

ift 

k 

48. 


T 

R 

o 

N 

G 






(a) 

c 

(b) 

u 

(r) 

w 

id) 

z 

ie) 

d 

if) 

m 

49. 

C 

H 

O 

R 

fu| 

S 






(a) 

m 

(W 

f 

(c) 

w 

id) 

X 

ie) 

2 

if) 

1 

50. 

S 

U 

LNJ 

D 

A 

Y 






(a) 

1 

ib) 

c 

(0 

g 

id) 

i 

ic) 

b 

if) 

w 

51. 

T 

R 

I 

C 


Y 






ia) 

f 

(W 

h 

(0 

d 

id) 

q 

(e) 

S 

if) 

m 


According to a certain code: 

'Fans are very cheap' is b c d e 

'Some tans are expensive' is b e f g 

'Bulbs are very expensive' is e d f h 

.52. Wliat would be the axle for 'Some bulbs are cheap'. 
(a) begh (b) dfgh (c) cegh (d) cefh 

53 A murder was committed in a certain area and 
five persons A, B, C, D and E were called as witness. Four 
persons told one lie and one Inith but one witness told the 
whole truth. Find out this one witness on the basis of 
statements given; 

A. The crime was committed at 9 P.M and the mur¬ 
derer had a white shirt on. 

B The murderer wore a blue shirt and it was 8 P.M. 

C. Itwas9P.M and the murderer had put on a blue shirt. 

D. The murderer had a blue shirt on and the lime was 
8 P.M. 

E. The lime was 9 PM. and the murderer had put on 

a white shirt. 

(a) A (b) B (r) C (d) D 

(e) E 

Among five girls A, B, C, D and E, E is taller than B 
but shorter than G. D is taller than A but shorter than B. 

54. Who IS the tallest? 

55. Who would occupy fourth position if they stood 
according to height with die tallest girl being the first? 

Five ministers A, B, C, D and E hold certain 
portfolios. On the basis of the information given below, 
match the right parts: 

B and D do not have Defence or Railways. 
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A and B do not havo I lomo or Finance 
D and F do not have I Icalth 
C amt B dt> not havi t leallh 

56 A (ii) Home 

57 B (/>) Health 

SH C U) Railways 

SQ H (d) Defence 

60 L 6) Finance 

61 The a\craj;e age of A, B and C is 18 If B is two 
years oldt t than A and hve years younger than C, what is 

_ NON-VERBA L SERIES_ 

Given below are tvio sets of figuies, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures, marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to find out which of the Answer Figuns would be the next one in the sequence of the Problem Figures: 


PROBLEM FIGURES 



ANSWER FIGURES 


A B C D E 


-h 

lL 

E* 

H" 

uJ 

rh 

nn 

T- 


A 



Q 

A 

A 

n 

‘A 

A 

V 

V 


P 

q 

9 

e 

Q 

9 


d 

d 

d A 

V 

V 9 

<3 - 

-1> 

0- 

-> 

<] — 

<- 

<- 

-> 

- ^ 

->■ 

□- 

-□ 

0- 

□- 

-□ 

OAO 

A 

OAOOO 

OAOO 

A 

ovoo 

T7 

ovoo 

A Q 

A \ 

A ^ 

A 

V 

A 

V 

^ \ 


2. 


5 „ 

O 

!/ 

k 

a 'P 

tA, 

0 

K, 

f/ 








_ 




the age of C’ 

(a) 24 yrs (f») 27 yrs (t) 23 yrs (if) 22 yrs 

In a certain class, Mohan is 9th from the top, Sunil is 
8th from the last and Rakesh is exactly in the middle of 
the two. If there are three children between Mohan and 
Rakesh: 

62 I low many children are there in the class’ 

(a) 23 (h) 24 (c) 25 (ct) 26 

63 What IS Sunil's rank from the top’ 

17th (b) 15 th (l) 18th W) 19 th 
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L 0 

o 

o 

0 

? 


0 


O 

o 

o 

ooo 

o 

o 

r 

8° 

P 

oool_ 

0 1 

I 

0 


y 


0 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. ((/) 2. (a) 3. (c) 4. W) 

5. (c) 6. (f) 

7. W) The series i&abc/abc/abc... 

8. (b) Tlie series IS cbac/cbac/cbac... 

9. (fl) The series is bcaa/bcaa/bcaa... 

10. (a) The series is aabc/abbc/abcc/aabc... 

11. (r) The series is abc/bca/cab/abc... 

12. (c) Add 1,2,3,4... to numbers. 

13. ((/) Add 1 2^, 3", 4^... to numbers. 

14. (f) Eacli next number is double + 1 of the preceding 

number. 

15. (if) Go on adding 3,6, 12,24,48 ... to numbers. 

16. (b) Each alternate number, 15,12,16 ... is the product 

of numbers on its nght and left. 

17. (b) After 41, the digits ot numbers are reversed. 

18. Oi) Add 7,14,21,28 ... to numbers. 

19. (b) The series is x, y, <, x^, y^, z^, x^, y^, /.^. 

20. (if) There are two series, 2,4,8 and 3,6,9... 

21 (b) The relationship is x: x^ - 1 

22. (if) The relationship is x^ : x\ 

23 (c) The digits are reversed. 

24. (if) The relationship is X; XX (x + 1) 

25. (b) 

26. (b) 

27. (ii) 

28. (if) 

29. (b) 

30. (if) 

31. F 

32. D 

33. A 

34. E 

35. B 

36. C 

37. C 

38. B 

39. (c) Just as the terms belong to literature in the same 

way the other two are games. 

40. (b) The words are opposites. 

41. (if) One causes the other. 

42. (b) One protects the other from harm. 

43. (a) One is a form of the othef. 

44. (c) One is a part of the otheiJ— 

45. (ij) The places have neighbourhood relationship. 


46. to 51. Match common letters with common caics, e.g. 'R' j 
occurs in 46,48 ami 49, so iiob.s the code letter ‘m'hena’ 
it IS the code for'R'. \ 

46. (if) 47. (a) 48. (c) 49. (/) 1 

50. (b) 51. (f») ' 

52. (c) Use the above method for words. * 

53. (c) 

54. (f) I 

55. D ' I 

56. (b) j 

57. (c) i 

58. (if) ' 

59. (a) < 

60. (c) 1 

61. (if) ^ 

62. (b) 

63. (i7) 

64. (c) The plus figure with an extra tail hops down in , 

three steps rotating anti-clockwise. 'E' moves 
along tour corners rotating clix;kwise and dot 
sliifting. 

65. E. The ellipse shifts left and right, the other one chan- 1 

ges alternately and moves one step extra. 

66. E. Figures at the end change alternately the other one 

goes to left in three steps changing direction. ’ 

67. A. ^uare goes round anti-clockwise covering one 

step extra with each movement, the triangle 
moves along four corners tilting and tile circle reis 
right and left movement, retaining the same pat¬ 
tern twice 

68. C. The line at the bottom goes to the top and the figure 

shifts to the other encl. 

69. C. One circle and one triangle is added according to a ’ 

definite pattern and the figure at the opjxisite 
comer has a three step movement. 

70. B. Dot, dash and line are added according to a definite 

pattern. 

71. D. The line shifts to right getting bigger and smaller, 

the flag changes direction and moves from right to 
left in three steps and there is one extra cloud. 

72. E. Triangle with pattern comes to the centre and goes 

back to its place but disappears alternately, the 
other triangle goes round anti-clockwise covering 
one step extra and the circle goes from comer to 
comer clockwise. 

73. D. One line is added to the steps and one circle disap¬ 

pears from right end. 
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TEST OF REASONING-11 


Find the odd-man out: 


1. (/;) mountain 

ib) river 

(c) canal 

id) valley 

(c) glacier 



2. (ii) fear 

ib) love 

(0 

liking 

(d) discipline 

ie) hate 



3. {a) cotton 

ib) plastic 

ic) 

timber 

(d) iron 

ic) marble 



4. ill) party 

ib) union 

ic) 

committee 

(if) jury 

ic) colony 



5. in) group 

ib) flock 

ic) 

army 

id) herd 

ie) crowd 



6. in) di.ssemble 

ib) petition 

ic) 

grievance 

id) protest 

ic) dissent 



7. ia) bishop 

ib) knight 

ic) 

minister 

id), queen 

ic) rook 



8. ia) comedy 

ib) tragedy 

ic) 

buffoonery 

id) farce 

(c) drollery 



9. ia) robin 

ib) penguin 

ic) 

swallow 

id) sparrow 

ie) python 



10. ia) rim 

ib) spoke 

ic) 

steering 

(if) saddle 

ie) brakes. 




What is common in the following? 


11. albatross: sandpiper; curlew 

(a) They are musical instruments. 

(h) They are certain species that have disappeared. 
(<•) They are water birds. 

(if) They are imaginary creatures. 

12. crcKodile: chameleon; tortoise 

(<?) They keep on changing colour. 

(b) They are reptiles. 

(c) They have hard shells. 

(d) They live near water. 

13. stirrup: anvil: drum 

(a) The items are used by riders. 

(b) They are parts of ear. 

(c) They are musical instruments. 

(d) They are used by folk-artists. 

14. fumble: grope: feel 

(e) The terms are related to human senhmerts. 

(b) The terms are related to emotion. 

(c) The terms mean displaying tensions. 
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(d) They are related to know/ir find things by 
hands. 

15. vigour: vitality ; stamina 

(a) The terms are related to inner strength. 

(h) The terms are a measurement for tolerance. 

(f) The terms are related to one's instinct for fight¬ 
ing. 

(if) The terms are related to medicines. 

16. Players A, B and C have a certain number of balls. 
If B gives eight balls to C, C will have double of A, if 
however, B gives 7 balls to A, both A and C will have equal 
number of foils. How many balls doc's B have if the total 
number of balls is 56? 

(a) 19 (h) 17 (c) 21 (d) 18 

Four members of a musical party Sagar, Hari, 
Mahavir and Satya play sitar, violin, flute and tabla. 

Each instrument is played by two persons and each 
person plays two instruments. 

Satya and Hari do not play sitar. 

Sagar and Mahavir do not play flute. 

Mahavir and Hari do not play tabla. 

17. Which two persons play violin? 

(a) Satya and Hari 

(b) Sagar and Satya 

(c) Mahavir and Hari 

(d) Hari and Sagar 

18. Which two instruments are played by Sagar? 

(a) sitar and tabla 

(b) sitar and violin 

(c) tabla and violin 

(d) tabla and flute 

Hck-mark (✓) from a, b, c and d the right mirror 
image of the word given in question. 

(I9) NAGPUR 

(a)MAx)qu^i (b)Pivodna 

(C) dndx)VM (d) flUdOAH 


(20)BARODA 

(a)vaosiys (b)A005iAa 

Wavaoav (d)aA5ioaA 
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(21) BHOPAL 

(a)iAdOHa (b)jAqoHa 
(c) aHOdvi (d) anoaAj 

(22) GUDGAON 

(a)HOA£)aUx) (b)t)Uax)AOH 
(cjoUGOVOH (d)novoano 

In following questions some words are followed by 
the lead word. These words are related to the lead word 
in some way, but one of these is slightly different. You 
have to find out this odd-man. 

23. ANTICIPATION 

(a) TROPIC (h) COTTON 

(c) CONNECT (d) POACH 

24. ESTABLISHMENT 

(a) AMBUSH (h) STABLE 

(f) STATION (//) TESTAMENT 

25. RECII’ROCATE 

(a) TRACE (b) CREATE 

(r) CORRECT (d) RETIRED 

26. HUMILIATE 

(n) HATE (fe) MATE 

(r) MILE ’ ((f) TAME 

According to the survey of 2000 educated un¬ 
employed persons in which 1200 were youngmen and 
800 were young ladies, the following data were collected: 

Qmlifiaitiom Percentage oj the unemployed 

men xoomen 

Doctors 12.5% 15% 

Engineers 20% 7.5% 

Trained Teachers 15% 22.5% 

Post CJraduates 22.5%^ 25% 

Graduates 30% ,30% 

27. What is the difference in the number of un¬ 
employed men and women doctors? 

(a) 20 (h) 30 (f) 40 (d) None 

28. What is the percentage of unemployed engineers, 
both men and women? 

(<?) 27.5% 

(W 12.5% 

(c) 13.75% 
id) 15% 

29. What is the difference in the number of un¬ 
employed men and women who hold a Post Graduate 
Degree? 

(fl) 30 ■ (h) 45 (c) 60 (d) 70 

30. ' What is the total nuirriTer of unemployed graduates? 

(<i) 425 (W 475 (0)5^ (d) 600 


SYLLOGISM 
TYPE I 

In making deemona about important questions, it is 
desirable to he able to distinguish betioeen strong ar^unu’itts and 
Tivak argimaits so far as they arc concerned urith the question. 
'Weak' arguments may not be directly related to the question, 
may he of minor importana' or may be related to stwic trivial 
asfvct of the question. Lach question given below is foUmved by 
tiw argumenh numbered I and II. You haxv to decide which of 
llieargimu'iits is ‘bhong and which is 'xiH'ak'. Then decide which 
of the aii'^dvrs gnvn beloxo and numbered (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) 
lb the correct answer 

(a) Only I is strong. 

(b) Only II is strong. 

(c) Both I and II are strong. 

(d) Either I or II is strong. 

(e) Neither I nor II is strong. 

31 Should India demand back from the British the 
Kohinoor? 

I. VC'S, India took back her gold from the Por¬ 
tuguese so why shouldn't she demand back 
the Kohinoor 

II No, there was no such condition when the 
British took it away. 

(a) U (b) □ (c) U (d) U (e) □ 

32 I lave mixiem Congress leaders departeil from 
Gandhian policies’ 

I. Yes, they no longer have any respect for the 
Eather of the Nation 

li No, they are exactly doing the same that 
Gandhiji expected them to do. 

(a) U (b) U (r) □ (d) U (e) □ 

33. Will successful breeding programme of dangerous 
species like crocodile under the Wild IJfeConservation Act 
create havoc in the coming years? 

I. Yes, if the population increases too much it 
would be a danger to the people of those aivas. 

I! No, the environmentalists believe that the par¬ 
ticular .species are harmless and excellept 
scavengers for polluted water. 

(a) □ (W U (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

34. Dews ban on milk products like 'mawa' and 
'panecr' solve the problem of milk shortage? 

I. Yes, milk that was needed for these products 
can reach consumers. 

II. No, these products are sold by the black- 
marketeers. 

(a) U (b) □ (d) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

35. Do officers feel relaxed after retirement? 

1. Yes, they no longer have job tensions and busy 
hours. 

' II. No, they mias the power and the work that 
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kopl thorn iKiiipiod 

(rt) J (b) J h) J ill) J (o) LI 
% Com the C.ovoinnK'iit ‘-lof) inlliition’ 

i Yos, tho (iovernmont l.im do ovorything it it 
wonts to 

11 No, tho (lOvoMiiMonl wants to promote infla¬ 
tion 

(a) J (/') J (i) J (d) U (<’) □ 

^7 Is it^noianto loallv a bliss^ 

I 'los, one <.an live so happily d one does not 
lomo across tho iighnoss of hto 

II No, ovorvono takos advantage of an inniKont 
poison 

(ii) J ih) J (<) iJ (il) J (c) 'J 

th y\re alriKilios by tho pohio justified^ 

I Yos thoiiiminalsmustbotroatod withcruolty 

II No, inhuman Ix'haviour is nover right 

(o) J (/;) J (i) U 01) Ll O') d 


TYPP n 

1)1 mil of tin followDi^i tiiW'^Uon a siluntion hii'^ heiii c\ 
jilniiHii Ibioii^h ll s/uft itn iil folloavd In/ 1 nitd II loiir'^f of m tioii 
Hint till iiiilltontif^ iitn’ltl be Tuk iimik (✓) i/out 

lltt'-Wl rs Ils folhhO'y 

Oi) Only 1 IS tho light course ot action tor the 
authoiitios 

O’) Onlv II IS right 
0) Both 1 and 11 aio light 
Oi) bilhor I or 11 IS right 
0) Noithoi I noi II IS right 

W Manv govornmont aided private schools are al- 
w avs lolloclingtunds (oi any trivial reason 

I riio l^iroc tor ot Schcnil Education should issue 
a 'Show-cause ncitico to them 


II 1 ho moiic’v collected through such funds 
should bo subject to audit 

Oi) J (/>) J (() J Oi) J (0) U 

41) Noighboiinng countiies, w’huh have a common 
rivoi flowing Irom them, usually have river-water dis¬ 
putes 

I lerritories should be' decidcxl and marked m 
such a wav that one river flows thiough one 
country only 

11 I he amount ot watei in the iiver should be 
me.isiired and divided c-cjuallv between the 
two countries 

Oi) j O’) J 0) J Oi) J O') □ 

41 1 he owner of a maga/ine feels that his magn/ine 

IS not upto the maik hence sale is uns<itistactory 

I 1 le should arrange special training courses for 
his staff to make cjualitative improvement 

II He would ic'duce price of his maga/ine to 


884 JULY9^ COMPETITION MAS TER 




k ^ 


.y /i^ 




.ittract readers 

Oi) □ (/I) □ 0) □ Oi) □ O') □ 

42 AIDS must be eliminated from the country at all 
costs 

I Some mmote islands should be totally vacatcxl 
and all the AIDS patients will be sent there 

II DiKtors would be (orcc’d to invent an anti- 
AIDS vaccination 

Oi) J 0>) sj 0) J Oi) J 0) J 

41 I he Council ot Spoits wants to sc'arch out lural 
talents foi athletics 

I The C ouniil would hold*spix:iaI rural tourna¬ 
ments in all the distiictsof the country 

II I hey would invite applications Irom such 
tali'iitc'd players on sexually prescribed forms 

Oi) j O’) J (i) J on J 0) J 

44 Students are very much troubk'd due to the noise 
made by loud-speakers cluring examination days 

I The students would thuaten those who aie 
using loud speaki rs 

II Ihev would lecjuest the t ollcctoi oi the other 
highest authoiity of the aiixi to put a ban on 
loud-spc akeis ten a < c rlain pi nod 

Oi) j (W j 0) j 01) J 0) J 


TYPL III 

111 qtti'^lioii--}^ioi ll bilow s/d/dimifs liiiui?iiiL folloa’ilib\/ 
lOiu lii'-iotts I mill II hikiiiq till s/(ifi nil iit^ to bi tun iilllioii<^li 
tliii/iiim/iifi})t’iii III L’liiiniiii willnoiiiiiioiihiiiinpliil jiht^ Ink 
niiiik i/oiii (i//''(('iis iis mull I 

Oi) Only I follows from the statements 
(b) Onlv II follow s from the state ments 
0) Both 1 and II follow lioni the statenu-nts 
Oi) Eilhc'i I or 11 follows 
0) Neithei 1 noi 11 follows 

SilltCllll Ilfs 

4'> 1 All drinks aie tonics 
2 Some tonu s aie poisons 
rom/i/sious 


I Some pensions are dunks 

II None ot the poisons is a chink 

oi) u O’) □ (i) J on J 

^tiik’iiiciih 

46 1 Some bicycles aie tricycles 
2 Some tricycles are cai s 
C(iik/iisiiii?s 

I Some cars are bicycles 

II No car i s a bicycle 


(ff) □ (M □ 0) ul 

Statanenti) « 

47 1 All shirtS'kue coats 
2. Ail coatsfdre jackets 


W) □ 


O’) J 


O’) 
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ContliMoii'^ 

I All jiukotsaio shirts 

II St)me jackets aa* shirts 

(rt) J (h) J (() U ((/) J (<) j 

s/rth’/Hi iih 

4S 1 Some c ilu s ai c toi ests 
2 All Km'sts are lakes 
Com lll^lOII-y 

I Some c 1 ti es a re 1 a kes 

II Some cities are not lakes 

in) J (/>) J (() J ((/) J (,) J 

49 I Only thost'childien are tall v\hodo not lak< milk 

2 Only those thilchcn take milk uho aic not 
pros|.K‘ious 

I I’rosperoiis cInUlien are tall 
il Prosperous childrt n aic not tall 
(ii) J {/’) J (t) J (d) J (() J 

Sfafi nil 

50 I I he trains that ilo not stop at Naninpin an 

iithii I’assinj^cr trains oi Supci lasts 
2 The Passuii;cr and Supi i fast trains stop at all 
the small stations tmlv 

I Nat’inpiir is a> anall station 

II It IS a hn; one 

(a) J ill) J (c) J {il) J (() J 

S/(il( nil Ills 

51 I Tii’cr IS inoR' danj>crous than lion who is less 

dangenius than the It opaid 

2 A bra is not as dain^eroiis as fox but is moic 
dani;enHis than the tittei 
C mil limimi-^ 

I I eopard is less dangerous than zebra 

II Lion IS the least dangerous ol all 

(a) J (M U (<) J Ui) <J U) J 

Sfafi nil if/s 

52 1 The writers who were not lielow titty were not 

considen'd lor the awards 
2 Koshan, a noted writer, is abo\ e fifty 
Com lu•^/oll>< 

I Roshan can be considered for the award 

II Rcishan cannot be consideied for the award 

(a) □ (h) □ (t) □ on U (t) Ll 

TYPE IV 

III qtiC‘>tioi}'> ^ivcii Moiv, a stakmcul /s folloivcd by nnphi a 
lions I ami lI Imply I ami II to the‘ttiitcmciit ami tick nmtk yom 
aitsuvi s as iimlcr 

(a) Only I is implicit 


(1<) Only 11 is implicit 
(() Both I and 11 arc implicit 
on I ither I or II is implicit 
(i) Neither I nor II is implicit 
'stall nil III 

SS All {.xilitual bigwigs have their prnati house's m 
posh colonies 
IllipIlllltlOlls 

I Till V weie born with a silver spoon in mouth 

II Posh colonies are very w ell pmtected 

(a) J (/)) J (i) U on J 0) J 

'sliiti nil III 

‘i4 Vi 1 V shoi tiv India w ill be able to launch her spi\ce- 
ciatt without foreign help 
Inipliiiilioiis 

I Our space tc'chnology is improving by leaps 
and bouncis 

II We cannot atloid foreign aid due to our 
c'lonomic crisis 

(a) J (h) J (<) J on J O’) U 

'sliiti ini III 

s'! Ihc tcriorists have kidnapjH'd a High Ofticial's 
near relative 

liiipiniilioiis 

I They would demand the gove'rnmi'nt to fnv 
some ot till irmen in return 

II Ihey want to prove tlunr mi'ans and 
powei 

(a) J (/>) J (c) J on J (() sJ 

‘stnliiiii III 

■ib Satyajit Ray was ciemated with full national 
honotii 

llliplli llllOlls 

I It was a tiibute ot the nation to the great 
aitist 

II Kay had ken an active tieedom fighterduring 
the National Move ment 

(a) J {!>) J (e) J on J (c) J 

s/a/i nil III 

's7 1 leetions ina ic itain ic mote mountainousanM are 
likelv to be postponed 

Iniplmitiiiiis 

I 1 hi'ie IS some political crisis 

II Ihc climatic conditions am not favourable as 
Ihev make communication a problem 

(a) J ill) J (i) J on J (e) □ 

btuliimiil 

SS C lassieal music is again gaming popularity in 
India 

linpluiilioiis 

I The mcxlcrn classical singers am better than 
the previous one's 

li Spx'Cial efforts have Ix'cn made by the govt to 
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make the common man underbtand and ap¬ 
preciate this classical art. 

(a) J (/.) □ (() J (ii) □ (c) □ 

Siah’mcut- 

59. The price of j;old is rising higher and higher. 

Iiuplicntuni'f: 

I Ciold IS ccrv much in demand. 

11. Smugglers ate not bringing enough gold into 
theiountrv 

(d) J (h) J (c) J U1) □ (c) J 

TYPE V 

III i^ivi-ii hclouK II '^iliialioit Imi: been cxplaiiicd in 

a far •^Iniciiiciih folUnval Inf n loiulii'^ioii. Yon lunv to sm/ 
lolu'tlici till' I oiii //(s'/Di;. 

ill) ncvessarily follows from the statements 
(/») is only a long drawn one. 

(() definitely does not follow faim the statements. 
ill) can'f say as the data provided is inadeejuate. 
Stntciiiciih' 

60. I. Railway a‘st>rvations are made at the railway 
station counters only. 

2. No one is allowed to travel on the reservation 
ticket of another. 

Conclii‘^ 1011 : Every passc'nger is given a differi'nt kind of ticket. 

in) J {/)) J (c) 'J ill) J 
StnU-iiiciily 

61. I. Certain drugs are treatesJ as contrabands. 

2. Mr X hid these drugs in his sleeve 

.1 The Custom Officials are very vigilant 
CouiiiMOii: Mr X was caught and punishc*d 

(//) J (W J (c) iJ. id) J 

Sliilciiieiity 

62. 1. All children love animal stories. 

2. C^rown ups are not interested in them. 

Rustam, a \'ery sharp child, is much ahead the 
others in intelligence and understanding. 

Comlu'-ioit. Rustam likes animal stones. 

(it) □ ill) J (r) □ id) J 

TYPE VI 

A liwii for Cultural Porforiiiiiiuv in forcif'ii countru’i> /s to 
be si'lci ted The inenih’rs ><lionld be nvil venaed in either Indian 
iniMc (clai.i-nal/jfhazal>>linstrunient player) or in one of the In¬ 
dian cloioical dances. The selection will Iv made on the basis of 
the following, facts: 

Nationality - Indian 

Age - Not above 35 on 1.3.92. The Chairman will relax 
the age limit upto 5 years if the artist 
has given more than 27 State-level 
performances or atleast 10 national 
performances. 

Qualifications: The artist must hold a P.G. degree 
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with [ division. If the performer has 
received some prestigious award or 
has given 25 or more national-level 
pcTformances, educational qualifica¬ 
tion is no bar as the candidate would 
be directly n*commended for selec¬ 
tion by the Director of tht^ Selection 
Board. 

Performances: The artist must have given 20 State- 
level and 5 national-level performan¬ 
ces. If he/she has given more than 10 
national-level performances, the 
Screening Commi|tee would grant 
him/her a latitude of five State-level 
performances bu t even in that case 15 
State-level performances is a must. 
The Committee would als<^> recom¬ 
mend the artist if State-performances 
are 25 or more and national-level 
performances at least two. 

Cioen below me the dclails of ten caiululates. On the basis of 
the above lulc'^ mark yoiir answers as under: 

A. 1 he candidate will be directly selected. 

B The ca ndidate will be selectixl on the recommen¬ 
dation of the Screening Committee. 

C. The candidate would be selected on the recom- 
mend.ition ot the chairman. 

D. The candidate would be selectetl on the rwom- 
mendation of the Director. 

E. The candidate will not be selected. 

63. Ragini (M.A. 1 Div) was born on 26.1 65. She has 
given 27 State-level performances and 9 national-level per¬ 
formances. She is an Indian cili/en. She plays sitar. 

ALI BU CU DU EU 

64. Mohan : Nationality - Indian; M.A. I Div; born on 

12.4.66, a classical singer has given 26 State-level and 3 
national-level performances. 

A U B U C U DU E U 

65. Suresh: Nationality - Indian; M.A. 11 Div; bom on 
23.10.64, a Kathak dancer has given 22 State-level and 2 
national-level perfomiances. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

66. Kalpana : Nationality - Indian ; M.A. I Div; bom 
on 16.6.67, plays veena. She has given 16 State-level and 11 
national-level performances. 

AU BU CU‘ DU EU 

67. Sarita : Nationality - Indian ; High School I Div; 
born on 1.1.66, is a Manipuri dancer. She has received a 
prestigious State award and has given 30 State and 26 
national-level perfomiances. 

AU BU CU DU EU 

68. Rashid : Nationality - Indian; M.A. I Div; born on 

3.10.67, a ghazal singer has successfully given 25 State and 
6 national-level performances. ,, 

AU BU CU DU EU 

69. Meena: Nationality - Indian; M.A. I Div; born on 




In other words all the letters except one are from 
the lead word. Here they are two E and C. 

In this one all the letters are borrowed from the 
lead word; in others there is one stranger. 

It is opposite of the question above (24th). 

In all the other letters from the lead word are in the 
same order. 
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2.2.68, has received a national awand as a flute player. She 
has given 20 State and 10 national-level performances. 

AU BU C*lJ DU EU 

70. Chandrakant: Nationality - Indian ; M.A. I Div ; 
born on 28.2.64, a famous classical singer, has given 25 
State-level and 12 national-level performances, llis n.ime 
has been recommended fora national award. 

A U B □ C U DU E U 

71. Virendra : Nationality - Indian , M.A. I Div ; Ixirn 
on 1 5.65, is a performer of Break Dance. 1 Ic has given 40 
State and 30 national-level performances and has been 
awarded State as well as other pn/es. 

AU BU CU DU FU 

72. Kamini: Nationality - Indian ; B.A. 1 Div, bom on 
5.7.67, IS an Oilissi dancer. She has given 42 Stale and 33 
national-level performances. She has mceived a national 
award. 

AU BU CJ DU FU 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. ((’) All the others are natural lormations. 

2 (i/) All the others are natural emotions/feelings. 

3. (h) It IS the only synthetic item among the natural 

ones. 

4. (c) All the others are fomied with a common definite 

purpose. 

5. (i) it is the only discfblined group. 

(>. (a) All the others are forms of showing di.ssatisfaction. 

7. (c) All the others are chessmen. 

8. (h) It IS the only simous performance among the light 

ones. 

9. (c) All the others are birds. 

10. (r) AH the others are parts of bicycle 


32. (c) 

33. (f) 

34. (a) 

35. U1) 

36. (c) 

37. (() 

38. (h) 

39 (t) 

40. (c) 

41 la) 

42. (c) 

43. (a) 

44. (/.) 

of //ns / 1 // 1 C ore /ics/ awsnvm/ In/ liraumig 
(/iflvjniws of all llw j>o‘^'>ihli' ‘uliiahon^i. 

45 (,/) _ 



46 ((/) 


BTC 


c T 8 


47 ill) 


SH 1 C I 


48 (() 


49. (a) 


f NO ' 

MILK MIIK 


50. 

(h) 

Prosperous 






.51. 

U) 

1 

1 1 







1 

F Z T 

1 1 

LE LION 





52. 

(10 







53. 

(c) 

.54. (a) 

55. id) 

56. 

ia) 

57. 

id) 

58. 

(0 

59. (c) 

60. ic) 

61. 

no 

62. 

in) 

63. 

C 

64 B 

65. E 

66. 

B 

67. 

D 

68. 

A 

69. A 

70. C 

71 

E 

72. 

D 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1 addle (</) confuse (/OsInkeU) slop 

2 bevy: in) };roup (/') lonely (i) tired id) excellent 

T churlish: in) proud ib) modest U ) cni/y id) dis- 
courtc'oiis 

4 daft: (o) intelligent (10 foolish (<) skilful (i/) smart 

epitome: (a) last{/»)perfection (c)danger(d) chal¬ 
lenge 

6 flinch: (a) attack (/>) offend (() defend (d) shy 

7 gambol in) rcNt ib) gamble (i) leap id) return 

5 hodge-podge (hotch-potch): ((/)acc'ic1ent(/j) inci¬ 
dent it) mixluie id) genuine 

ingress: in) impression ib) expression ic) inllux 
(d) departuie 

ID jockey (n): in) suffer ib) utter (<) describe id) 
cheat 


11 languor: (it) agitation (fO weariness (i) irritation 
(d) excitement 

12 modicum: in) little ib) modern (t) mute id) active 

13 numinous: in) dark ib) bright (t) awful id) dull 

14 overt: in) sc'cretive ib) c)pi‘nly,(i) iiglv id) sad 

13 plump (u): in) nomin.ite ib) delegate (t) reject id) 
choose' 

ID quarantine: in) problem ib) strange (i) detention 
(d) cjuotation 

17 snowball: in) slow-down ib) accelerate (t) com¬ 
pete id) complete 

18 vet U>): in) examine ib) ignoie (c) invite id) ex¬ 
plain 

19 waft: in) drown ib) sink (c) float id) climb 

20 zany: (//) fashionable ib) lunnv (<) le.irful id) ec¬ 
centric 


ANSWKRS 


1 addle: (/i) cc>ntcihe muddle' 

—rhe policy ot c'conomic liberalisation sc'ems to have inhlh'd 
the vv Its of many 

2 bevy: (o) group. Hock 

— A />< (' 1 / of eminent persons fiom diltemnl w alks ol life had 
assc'mbled to watch the uiaugural ceremony 

1 churlish’ W) discourteous, bad-niannerc'd 
—It seems t /rio/is/i to rc'fuse sue h a genenius offer made by the 
winning party/side 

4 daft: (/>) hxilish, silly 

—It was cjuile diifl on their part to discuss their strategy with 
their swotn enemy 

'! epitome: il') pc'rlc’ction, synopsis, brief 
(landhi)i was an ipiUmu of kindness truth and non- 

c icilence 

f) flinch: id) shy, rc'coil avoui thinking 
— We shall nc'v or piiu h fixmi the task ot telling the pcxrple the 
whole Irufh 

7 gambol: (i) leap, play, )Ump, skip 

— In the evening one tinds children giwii/wMi/ic* about in the 

park 

8 hodge-podge (hotch-potch): (c) mixture, confusioic, 

jumble 

— Mis essay was a hod<{t’-iw1\(e iliotch potch) of other people's 

ideas 

y ingresn: (clinflux, infiltration, entry 
—The Ingres', ot refugee's into the sensiliye north-east ot India, 
cannot but aggravate the problems already bedevilling that region. 
10 jockey (v): id) cheat, trick, manoeuvre 
—In an atmosphere of competitive politic'!*, everyone is trying 
to pitkeif his opponent out c»f his jaosition m the wt-up 


n languor: (h) weariness, tirexJness, la/iness 

-It was indevd a delighttul evemng when music producc'd 
by the' maestro induccHl a pleasing hiiigiinr among the music loveis 
12 modicum; (ii) little, bit, moderate 
—An) one with a modicum ot intelligence' would have realised 
that the same old gimmicks were being tried on the fX'ople 
n numinous: (tlawful divine 

— blrange and luimmoii'^ arc' the ways of CiCkI and we always 
fail to comj.vrehend them 

14 overt: (Wopenlv, publicly, not sec rc't/hiddon 
—It IS difficult to mend matters with a ncighboui who is 
always keen to show oivrt hcistility 

18 plump (t>); (lOchcxise/vote 

—The selection committed plimifitil tor the most experienced 
and suiUible candidate lor the jjost 

16 quarantine; (c) confinement, detention 

—The suspevt was freed from qiiaiaiitme after his innocence 
was established/proved 

17 snowball: (6) accelerate, pick up speed 

—The whispering campaign against fresh Curbs on the press, 
snowballed into an agitation Witlun no time 

18 vet (b): (ii) exarmne. 

—IDunng their rule in India, the British government used to 
wf aU staff for links with exti'emist groups before being employed. 

19 waft; (r) float, wave 

—The soft strains of the Veena unified through a packed 
auditorium ^ 

20. zany: (d) eccentric 

—The matrimcmial pages are beconying breezier and xamer 
than the comic strips 
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Problems of Working Women 


T ?IE gathering of fuel, carrying of 
drinking water from long distan¬ 
ces, keeping the hearth burning and 
the home warm; all these routine but 
essential requirements ol a family, 
whether big or small, have rendered 
a woman's role not only rigorous but 
also highly repetitive. And yet these 
jarring jobs, pierformed with clock¬ 
like regularity and meticulous care 
and consideration for the family, find 
no special mention in any chronicle 
nor in any wage/attondance register 
because 'working from cradle to 
grave' is considered to be 'love's 
labour', for which a woman is neither 
entitled to any wages nor any recog¬ 
nition. 

Men can afford to be passive and 
parasitical at times but women with 
their wholesome work, keep the 
clock of family-life ticking and turn¬ 
ing from dawn to dusk. Barring a few 
exceptions, here and there, the socio¬ 
economic situation remains as hard 
and harsh as it was in the past. And 
when sociologists and feminists talk 
of the problems of 'working women', 
they do so out of their concern for 
women working in organised as well 
as unorganised sectors of a country's 
socio-economic life, nearly forgetting 
the harrowing conditions of those 
millions and millions who spend the 
entire span of their lives in giving 
shaf>e to the choking chores of fami¬ 
ly-life. 

From the ancient-women to the 
modern ones, the problems that keep 
pressing them are hydra-headed, al¬ 
ways putting pressures on their 
physical stamina and emotional 
make-up. How they cope with the 
daily stresses and strains, at home 
and out-side (if they are working 
women in the present-day connota¬ 
tion) is truly remarkable and a feat to 


watch and wonder 

Needless to reiterate that human 
life has never remained static and 
stagnant. With the spread of educa¬ 
tion and information, and ever-ex¬ 
panding frontiers of public as well as 
private sectors, job opportunities in 
all their contours and colours have 
been increasing with the result that 
both men and women have come out 
of the safe and secure sanctuary of 
their homes and given a new twist 
and turn to the spectrum of what we 
now call the 'problems and 
prospects' of post-independent era. 
The changes in life patterns, human 
relations, attitudes and attributes 
liave been so momentous and mer¬ 
curial that with every passing mo¬ 
ment are coming face to face with 
new challenges and chagrins, the in¬ 
tensity of which is almost nerve¬ 
breaking, specially for 
working-women, who carry the 
double burden of running 'a home' 
along with supplementing the family 
income. 

"The metamorphosis from the 
traditional to the progressive has 
been effected in four phases which 
combines the hberal feminism of the 
West and the nationalist feminism of 
the Third World." (Dr S.L. Rin/cs, Ex¬ 
ecutive Director, Congressional Re¬ 
search and Training Service, 
Philippines). The four stages are the 
home arts phase for good wives and 
mothers; career phase where despite 
equal access to education, vocational 
courses prevail; social activism and 
militancy phase, when gender issues 
retreat temporarily for a joint strug¬ 
gle against political repression; and 
the feminist phase which takes place 
when successful political struggle is 
not accompanied by women's eman¬ 
cipation. Prejudices and pride not¬ 


withstanding, Indian women do not 
suffer any dubious gender dis¬ 
crimination as far as their hunt for 
job-avenues, selection, posting and i 
promotion are concerned. Modern 
society has necessitated the realisa¬ 
tion among men that they have to 
take a fresh look at their own under¬ 
standing of their roles. Develop 
ments in technology and in the field 
of communications have brought 
women to the forefront in society and 
have forced men to change. ' 

In the last 1.5 to 20 years, there has 
been a big change in the women. 
They arc much more independent 
now. With more and more women 
working these days, men can either 
get aggressive about it or they can ’ 
become more sensitive to the whole 
issue. According to a survey recently 
done on the "role, initiative and 
problems" connected with women in 
the corporate sector, it has been 
found that women on the way up the j 
corporate ladder discover along the , 
way that they must be twice as good ' 
as their male colleagues to get to the > 
top. But whereas the latter don't liave 
to pay a heavy price for being suc¬ 
cessful, the psychological and emo¬ 
tional price that women pay is 
excessive. For the systems that they 
acquiesce to when they step on the 
ladder are male-made and male- 
oriented. Indeed, the corporate chal¬ 
lenge to women has been: "Prove you 
are men if you want to be accepted as 
equal partners in our enterprises." 

Thus women have broken themsel¬ 
ves in two to rise to the challenge, 
functioning in the work-place as 
unattached individuals exclusive¬ 
ly committed to their jobs and 
careers while continuing to 
shoulder a major share of the 
workload at home, particularity of 
child rearing. 
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Employment opportunities to 
women have not only helped in sup¬ 
plementing their family earnings, 
which is SCI imperative in the all-per¬ 
vasive 'Consumer Culturt'' of today, 
but also added new confidence and 
feathers to their status and stature, 
economic independence and also to 
the assertion of their individuality 
and identitv as distinct human 
beings. But to claim and clamour that 
it is all roses on the road that working 
women tread and traverse is to deny 
the existence ot problems and 
traumas that they have to encounter 
in their day-to-day life. Finding 
suitable and affordable accommoda¬ 
tion for 'single working women' 
where they can feel their honour is 
sate and secure is a problem they may 
not have visualiscxj before going in 
for a job outside the limits ot their 
towns. The availability of accom¬ 
modation in 'Working Women 
Hostels' in some select cities is too 
inadequate to meet the ever growing 
needs of such women. 

In the case of couples, both 
employed, their probk*m is of a dif¬ 
ferent type. They have to leave their 
children either to the custody of their 
aged parents or to the care of maid¬ 
servants. Indulgence shown by the 
former to the kids or indifference 
practised by the latter on impres¬ 
sionable minds can produce dis¬ 
astrous results, both for the parents as 
well as for their young children. In 
many cases, children feel the pinch of 
'nagging neglect' by their parents, 
who return homes from their places 
of work, quite tired and exhausted. 
There is always the possibility of 
such neglected children going astray 
and beaiming truants or delinquents. 

If prospects for a better life are 
» enhanced, when women start earn¬ 
ing independently, there are mo¬ 
ments of anxiety and tension too that 
they have to go through quite often. 
Getting into the over-crowded 
buses/suburban trains for working- 
women sends chill down their spines 
and for them this business of jostling 
or tossing in the air becomes a 
nightmarish experience. Some places 


are notorious for being indecent and 
indiscreet towards women-com- 
muters while some towns are over- 
generous and overtly polite towards 
females as far as travelling for jobs is 
concerned. 

One may not entirely agree with 
the aggressive posture of feminists 
when they harangue on the issue of 
'women liberation' but we cannot ig¬ 
nore the fact that working-women 
are not always have been subjected to 
emotional harassment, silly sneers 
and rabid remarks and unbecoming 
advames by their male colleagues 
and others.. 

About the plight <it working- 
women in the un-organisotl sectors, 
like working on roads/bridges, 
buildings, brick-kilns, whether under 
a contractor or independently along 
with their men-folk, the less said the 
better. The inhuman and inhospitable 
conditions under the scorching sun 
and ince.ssant rains, where they have 
to work like beasts ot burden, are 
truly heart-rending. Deprived tif any 
root over their heads, 
schools/creches for their children, 
medical and sanitary facilities, to 
name a few only, forces them to add 
a few more slums to the already 
stinking scenario around their places 
of work. "Neither the pull factors 
which draw women for employment 


into the non-agricultural sectors of 
the economy nor the push factors that 
facilitate their release from the 
precincts of the house-hold are ade¬ 
quately present in the Indian con¬ 
text." (International Labour 
Organisation). 

In the opinion of WIPS (women 
in public sector), 'the aptitude, intel¬ 
ligence, education and skills of 
women Ivive not been u.sed and this 
is a great economic waste tor the na¬ 
tion. Even from the monetary point of 
view the female labour force con¬ 
stitutes an important reservoir of 
talent which is necessary for com¬ 
panies to use to remain competitive 
in the business world ' There is a shift 
in the focus from traditional role of 
women to that of development of 
women as the most important human 
resource. In keeping with this shift in 
focus, the policies of the government 
have been geared towards women 
both as the beneficiary target as well 
as the facilitating medium in 
programmes. 

Across cultures—^both elite and 
egalitarian —women have to struggle 
hard to assert themselves. They must 
display greater degree of patience, 
understanding and toughness in 
order to gain acceptance in the public 
mind. 
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SHORT ESSAr 


Travelling is Education 


R eligion edifies humtin mDrals; 

literature delineates human char¬ 
acter in its myriad manitestations; 
travelling educates human mind and 
frees it from the cob-web of ig¬ 
norance, prejudices and puerile 
proclivities. What books, sermons 
and speeches fail to achieve, travell¬ 
ing doe.s, in a slow but sure manner, 
as is evident from the manifold chan¬ 
ges that have ci>me about where 
travelling by rail, road, sea or air has 
taken men and women comprising 
all caste's and cultures that constitute 
one 'human family'. Through the 
w'ritten/spoken word, one may form 
the contours of human nature in a 
frame that may prove quite different 
and definite when w'e happen to see 
the living beings next to us. 

'Seeing is believing' Was not said 
for nothing. It carries a deep and 
developing message, the significance 
of which dawns on us when we are 
found rubbing shoulders with 
strangers during the course of jour¬ 
ney both within and outside the na¬ 
tional frontiers of a country. Contact 
with other human beings renders us 
more human and humane. 

There is no better way of learning 
the live lessons of life than meeting 
the people face to face through 
travelling. No doubt many a time 
travel btvomes a travail and a trial 
but still there is plea.sure in pain. In a 
country like India, people have to 
suffer the sights of weary passengers 
pouring outlike garbage; dusty, dirty, 
disgruntled and disillusioned, 
making the best of a bad bargain and 
thus teaching the luckier ones that 
'all is well that ends well'. There is no 
denying the fact that traveling un¬ 
ravels the spectrum of life, in all its 
intensity and vitality. It unfolds 
before our very eyes the cycle of 
Time—Past, Present and Future. In 
the same vein, travelling enables us 


to inter-act with knowledgeable 
people and master-minds working in 
iibrarie.s, and laboratories. It is again 
travelling that takes us to the places 
where foundations of futua* plans 
and projects arc firmly laid, not only 
for the present generation but also for 
the future ones. For the travellers 
going round the world tor the sake of 
fun and frolic there is a lot to learn if 
they do not confine themselves to 
those affluent, oalerly countries. As 
travellers over the centuries have 
found, the Indian sub-continent of¬ 
fers more in the way of variety of life 
and diversity of its colourful con¬ 
fluence of different religion.s, ethnic 
groups and cultural cohorts. 

In the w'ords of Mark Twain, 
"there is a lot to learn and inform 
oneself if travellers/tourists, both 
from India and abroad, make it a 
point to sex* India, the land of dreams 
and romance,^! fabulous wealth and 
fabulous poverty, of splendour and 
rags, of palaces and hovels, of genic 
and giants ..the country of a hundred 
nations and a hundred tongues, of a 
thousand religions and two million 
gods, cradle of human race, 
birthplace of human speech, mother 
of history, grandmother of legend, 
great-grandmother of tradition, 
whose yesteryears bear date with the 
mouldering antiquities of the rc^st of 
the nations—the one sole country 
under the sun which is endow'ed 
with an imperish^le intert*st for let¬ 
tered and ignorant wise and fool, rich 
and potir, the one land that all men 
desire to sen?." 

With the different modes of 
transport at almost everybody's 
reach, travelling as a source of joy 
and thrill, business and inter-action, 
information and instruction, educa¬ 
tion and eradication of un- 
touchability, is no longer a myth or 
mystery but very much a reality. Who 


can deny the fact that the curse of 
untouchability, that had been the 
bane of Indian life for so long, started 
getting short shrift when people, ir¬ 
respective of caste, colour and creed, 
began to travel and as a result started 
sharing a common compart- 
ment/berth without any fuss or fury. , 
As travelling became more and more 
a matter of enhancing tine's business 
prospects/job opportunities and 
family/social contacts, the ghost of 
untouihability kept going down 
deeper and deeper into the grave. 
What social reformers and preachers 
failed to put across the people's , 
minds, travelling has done it to 
everybody's surprise and satisfac¬ 
tion. Travelling has proved to be a 
great leveller of mental disparities. 

But for the urge for travelling to 
unknown frontiers we would not 
have known of America. The route to 
India would never have bi'en dis¬ 
covered. The world wouldn't have 
progressed to where it is today. The ' 
trip to mixm and the resultant space 
research spin-offs have been in¬ 
strumental in the dowlopment of hi- 
tech equipments being used in our 
day-to-day lives. 

Not a \ ery long time ago, travell¬ 
ing as an ad ventu re or necessity, used 
to Ix' once 'in a life-time span' affair. 

But now it h.is become an integral 
part of our six:io-c*conomic life. Not 
only d(K*s it encourageand instil in us 
the forces that broaden our outlook 
but also enlarges the frontiers of our 
mental horizons. Travelling delivers 
hard knocks and kicks to the 
dark/devilish developments that 
breed in the name of 
parochialism/chauvinism. If by any 
chance, travelling were to stop, life 
would lose its purpose and passion 
and human beings would turn, more 
or less, like 'a frog in the welt or a dog 
in the manger'. 
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"How short is life! how frail 
is human trust!" 

- John Gay 

The world is a staj;e where 
human life siiugj^les and straggles 
to make its mark between the devil 
(shortness of existence) and the 
deep sea (Irailty of human trust). 

The demands of time and tide are 
so pressing on human existeiue that 
the moments of introspection are 
rare and rueful. The span ot life that 
each human being is granted is too 
brief to allow him to show his true 
worth and wit. Similarly the nature 
of human trust is anything but 
strong and stable. With every blit? 
and bluff, it goes off the track. 
Whether the trust is in God, in self 
or in friendship, the fact of life is 
that wo can change the dusty and 
dubious course of life only with its 
vigour and veracity. But unfor¬ 
tunately the forces around us are so 
inimical and ironic that faith 
evaporates like a drop of water on 
sand when our plans go awry and 
our proposals/purposes get bogged 
down at the hands of the un¬ 
scrupulous and the uncouth. Since 
most of us live life like puppets, the 
strings of which are in the hands of 
the invisible puppeteer, we seldom 
realise the futility of our bragging 
and the severity of situation around. 

"Never resist temptation: 
prove all things: hold fast that 
which is good." 

—Bernard Shato 

Life is a judicious pursuit of self- 
enjoyment coupled with self- 
restraint. As human beings armed 
with natural instincts and intui¬ 
tions, desires and demands, it is self- 
delusion to resist temptations, 
worldly whims and fancies. The 
wise is he who tries and tastes the 
things offered and having done so, 
holds fast that virtue/possession 
which is likely to stand by him in 
times of his physical as well as 
moral crisis. The journey of life is 
not undertaken on mere heresy or 


rumour. It has to be carried on with 
curiosity and circumspection. 
Without trial, we cannot form any 
positive opinion for/againsl any 
subject that affects our life and its 
contours. What is to be retained/dis¬ 
carded, should be decided not by 
others but by the self, after an in- 
depth enquiry lest we are caught on 
the wrong fixit. One man's sugar 
may be another man's poison and 
vice-versa. 1 he best advice is the 
one that is acquired by carefully sift¬ 
ing grain from chatl, gold from 
garish glitter, and wisdom from ver¬ 
bosity. Experience is our best 
teacher but no new experience is 
ever offered to us on a platter, 
however naive and novice we may 
be. 

"All spirits are enslaved that 
serve things evil." 

—Shelley 

Human conscience, though the 
custodian and care-taker of all 
human actions and conceptiiins 
(ideas/thoughts) seldom fails to 
obey the dictates that enhance self¬ 
promotion and prosperity. Man, by 
nature, falls for easy options and 
prefers to adopt means, quite often 
dubious and doubtful, to achieve 
his heart's aspirations. Needless to 
affirm that evil is more tempting 
and lustful and therefore irresistible 
in its glamorous get-up and cap¬ 
tivating colours. It takes no time 
and effort to mortgage one's soul in 
return for worldly powers. The 
devil in us knows human weakness 
for quick results and exploits the 
frailty of our commitment and con- 
victiqn to the hilt. The one who is 
ever eager to quench his greed for 
gold (worldly possessions) is a 
slave of the evil forces that keep 
waiting in the wings to possess him 
so that he plays a second fiddle to 
the devil and his designs. Having 
entered into a state of bondage, the 
enslaved person reduces himself to 
a mere puppet. Much of the human 
suffering t^t we notice around is 


caused by such spirits as have readi¬ 
ly submittcxl and surrendered them¬ 
selves to the magical/material but 
illusory hold of the things evil in 
content and concept. Those who 
resist and rebuff the enemy 
within carry the*day but others 
who fall flat before the dazzle of 
devilish desires and wayward 
wishes. 

"Cynicism is humour in ill- 
health." 

~H.C. Welh 

No doubt, c.iustic criticism 
mflects poorly human predilections 
and perceptions. Such distortion 
and debasement of human disposi¬ 
tion displays more of ill-health and 
obdurate obsession than the expres¬ 
sion ot so-called wit and wisdom of 
the cynic. Fmciing holes where none 
exists and hammering nails into a 
well-knit plot for the fun of doing 
so, implies utter contempt for what 
he sees, hears and contemplates 
around him. Negative forces, when 
combined and collated in human 
mind and imagination, may offer 
sadistic pleasure for a while but like 
slow poisoning, they demean and 
devour our creative faculties and 
render us mental cripples and emo¬ 
tional wrecks. To constantly air the 
flames of cynicism tantamounts to 
riding the crest of drug-inspired 
wings of intellectual pretensions, 
the end of which is highly torment¬ 
ing and tortuous. The cynic has 
none to admire and no friend to fall 
back upon in dire need. To a sick 
mind, the hurling of verbal arrows 
of invectives and insinuations may 
be cheerful but what comes off in ' 
the long run is nothing but kicks 
and knocks for the cynic and his 
odious outbursts. Unfortunately 
cynicism does not allow the cynic to 
see anything bright and blithe in the 
scenario that prevails around him 
because thp cynic becomes so much 
a victim othis mental malaise that 
his malady becojnes his incurable 
incarceration. 


8S2 JULY'92 COMPETITION MASTER 



DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


China’s Bang & Nuclear 
Power-play 


Clttm''^ hOOO kiloton imder^nmnii 
mu k'tir explosion has focussed altenhon 
on the unpubhcised capacity of the Last- 
ern f^iant. It has also brought out 
Beiiing's hypocrisy in respect of nuclear 
intentions. China has in fact served 
notice on the wide world, especially 
India, that it must be taken note of as a 
big power The proivsition foi disc ussion 
is. "China is adopting hypocritical pos- 
tuies and poses a subtle threat to ivace- 
loving nations of South-East Asia." 


MrA Sir, on May 19 this year 
China conducted a massive one- 
megaton underground Auclear ex¬ 
plosion at Lop Nor. Earlier China 
had announced its decision to sign 
the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), thus tailing in line 
with the wishes of the USA and 
other countries of the West. This, 
along with the similar gesture 
made by France, pleased the West 
and enhanced hopes of a nuclear 
menace-free world in the near fu¬ 
ture. China's repeated high-power 
nuclear testing points to its grow¬ 
ing ambition to become an atomic 
giant and develop top-level 
capacity to match the might of the 
most influential country in the 
world—the U.S.A. Beijing's inten¬ 
tions, it is claimed, are wholly 
peaceful. But theory and make- 
believe have to be distinguished 
from stark facts and reality. The 
real intention of the Communist 
giant seems to be to make all 
countries of the East, including 
India, realise that they have to live 
under the shadow of China's 
nuclear power. "This capacity has 


been confirmed time and again 
Like the USA, Chian has also held 
several nuclear explosions in recent 
years, though the latest one is 
described as a massive one—the 
biggest to date. US sources have 
stated that the test was of a war¬ 
head for a new inter-continental 
ballistic missile. The estimated size 
of the blast was anywhere between 
7,00,(X)0 and 1 8 million tons of 
TNT. Experts state, however, that 
since the device was exploded at 
Lop Nor at a depth of about 1,000 
metres, an accurate measurement 
of the blast was not possible. Even 
though the explosion was under¬ 
ground, it is believed by scientists 
that radio-active gases emanating 
from it will go into the atmosphere. 
The radiation is expected to spread 
to areas outside China's borders. 

US otfinals disclosed on May 23 
that China appears to be making 
preparations tor a second under¬ 
ground nuclear test equal to the 
one it set off on May 19. There is 
certainly a lesson to be drawn from 
the series of Chinese nuclear ex¬ 
plosions—after the virtual disap¬ 
pearance of the vast Soviet empire 
from the global scenario, China 
would not like to allow the USA to 
emerge as the world's sole and 
supreme power which no other 
country would be able to challenge. 
Inscrutable China is indulging in 
hypocrisy and is also giving a warn¬ 
ing that must be heed^. It wishes 
to become a world power, not a 
regional one. 


MrB My predecessor Mr A's 
contentions seem to be impressive. 


but I submit that he has bypassed 
certain facts which are of great 
relevance. As is well known, the sig¬ 
natories to the NPT have not made 
any commitment about holding 
nuclear tests. In lact, the US—the 
chief exponent of nuclear non- 
proliferation—is the biggest 
hypocrite in this regard (and also in 
many other respects). It wishes to 
retain full freedom to conduct any 
number of nuclear tests but wants 
to prevent other countries from car¬ 
rying on such experiments. 
American experts themselves have 
conceded that the country has con¬ 
ducted 900 underground nuclear 
tests more than China has; of these, 
31 were of greater force than 
China's latest Lop Nor blast. What 
the world is witnessing is a nuclear 
power-play—a very dangerous 
one. A leading U.S. commentator 
has said that his country's deep 
regard over China's action is under¬ 
standable since it marks nothing 
more than the status quo. Both 
these Powers have been conducting 
nuclear tests, with the US leading 
the world in this regard. Mr Dun¬ 
bar Lockwood, an expert of the 
Arms Control Association, is 
reported to have said a few days 
ago: "It is ironic that the United 
States criticises other countries for 
testing nuclear devices. The ad¬ 
ministration under Mr Ronald 
Reagan and Mr George Bush has 
been one of the major imptxiiments 
to progress towards a comprehen¬ 
sive test ban. In my view, it Ls 
wrong to accuse China of 
hypocrisy; that country has only 
carried out a nuclear experiment as 
part of its atomic programme and it 
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is not more guilty than the US in 
this ^rena. I low can the world 
blame China for pursuing its 
programme? The Lop Nor test on 
May l^t does not violate any Boi)ing 
commitment or promise. If the 
other nuclear powers and sig¬ 
natories to the NPT are free to con¬ 
duct nuclear tests of any type 
(except in the atmosphere), why 
can't China? And it they are not ac¬ 
cused ol hypiKrisy, why should 
China be held guilty? The West 
should adopt an even-handed ap¬ 
proach on tlie nuclear issue. This is 
preci.selv what Washington is not 
doing. Maybe the US wishes to pro¬ 
vide further evidence of its hostility 
towards India. But the tact is that 
the Lop Nor test poses a threat; it is 
a sharp reminder and an indirect 
warning that the countries of South- 
East Asia, including India, would 
have lo comply .sooner or later with 
China's wishes. China is out to 
establish that it is the supreme 
power ol the liast just as the US 
is the supreme power of the 
West. 

MrC Sir, I feel that my 

predecessor, Mr B, has unintention¬ 
ally provided me with a useful, 
timely cue. Are not the scores of 
missiles at China's dispo.sal aimed 
at Indian targets? It is true that 
China has shown much restraint 
after the 1962 invasion of India. 
After some sabre rattling, China 
also became quiet in respect of Sik¬ 
kim which at one time, it claimed, 
was part of Chinese territory on the 
basis of past maps. China also did 
not open a second front during the 
India-Pakistan war in 1971. But 
China is a subtle and very clever 
strategist. While professing 
friendship with India during the 
various rounds of talks on the bor¬ 
der and other issues, it has been a 
close military ally of Pakistan. This 
military relationship undoubtedly 
poses a threat to India and enhan¬ 
ces tensions. The political situation 
in Pakistan has undergone a sea- 
change in recent months, but China 



has not openly admitted that Is¬ 
lamabad no longer occupies a key 
position in the international 
scenario. An even more significant 
occurrence is that China conducted 
the Lop Nor nuclear test during In¬ 
dian President R. Venkataraman's 
goodwill visit to that country. Sure¬ 
ly, it could not be a mere coin¬ 
cidence. The test could have been 
postponed by a few days. It may be 
recalled that in 1979 China invadcxl 
Vietnam (with which India has 
throughout maintained cordial rela¬ 
tions) during the visit of Mr A.B. 
Vajpayee when the latter was 
India's Foreign Minister of the 
Janata regime. In protest, Mr Vaj¬ 
payee curtailed his visit and 
returned home. It is clear that 
C hina manages its actions so as to 
drive a specific lesson home to a 
certain country at a time of its 
choo.sing. It is also possible that 
China wanted to make India realise 
that its friendship and cooperation 
should be ensured, especially at a 
time when the US relations with 
New Delhi are developing strains. 
The Soviet Union is out of the 
show, and the USA is turning hos¬ 
tile; so China is the only big power 
that can come to India's rescue in 
difficult situations. Unfortunately, 
at present India is friendless in the 
world; all talk of self-reliance is 
pointless in the context of the harsh 
ground realities. Thus it is clear 
that China has its own way of 
doing things—sweet talk on the 
one hand and implicit threats on 
the other. 


MrD 1 am afraid my predeces¬ 
sor has bivn blowing hot and cold 
at the same time. China has given 
India a useful tip. It may be 
recalled that India has opposed Mr 
Nawaz Sharif’s plan for a five- 
power regional conference on the 
nuclear issue in South Asia. India 
has contended that the nuclear 


problem should be tackled on a 
bilateral basis. The US seems deter¬ 


mined to press the regional con¬ 
ference proposal, which in fact is 
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initially its own idea. China was 
supposed to be one of the five 
powers which would discuss the 
issue. It has extended broad sup¬ 
port to the proposal, while New 
Delhi has opposed it. Now India 
can contend (in addition to giving 
other arguments) that China has 
virtually forfeited its right to be¬ 
come an active participant in the 
nuclear non-proliferation talks be¬ 
cause of its massive and endless 
nuclear tests. Hovijcan a country 
which continues to conduct nuclear 
ti'sts—and fairly strong ones too— 
claim to be actively interested in 
checking nuclear non-proliferation? 
Actually, neither the USA nor 
China has any moral right to give 
advice to India not to go nuclear. 

They are going all out to become 
more and more powerful from the 
nuclear standpoint and are conduct¬ 
ing one atomic experiment after 
another. Amidst all the loud talk, 

India alone stands out. It has the 
retiuisite nuclear capacity (as was 
demonstrated by the Pokharan test 
in 1974) but it is the one country 
that has not pursued any nuclear 
weapon programme and has not 
held any other test since then. 1 
would like to draw the attention of 
this House to the fact that the US 
has gone all out to persuade Russia 
not to supply the rocket technology 
to India (the latest reports are that 
Russia may cancel its deal with 
India for the purpose). If France 
(which is also being pressed by the 
USA not to supply such technology 
to India) also acts on Washington's 
advice and declines to launch 
INSAT-2 satellite, India's space 
programme would be upset. This 
country's isolation and helpless¬ 
ness would then become more 
apparent than ever before. Con¬ 
sequently, India might have to 
strike a commercial deal with- 
Beijing which might then press 
New Delhi not to pursue the 
Sino-Indian border issue and ac¬ 
cept the status quo. So there are 
circles within circles and many 
pitfalls only some of which are 
visible. 



PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Waste no Time in Regrets—Start 
Again! 


A man can itill yo a lon^ xvai/ xolicn 
he if tired. Don't jiiir tip. 

—Herbert Casson. 

Life—a battle 

IFE is a field ol battle, and not a 
bod of roses. Let us face it. It is a 
tight from start to finish- a struggle 
for survival from the womb to the 
tomb. Man is dcximed to a life of con¬ 
tradictory forces—love and hate, 
living and dying, happiness and un¬ 
happiness, pain and pleasure, dif- 
tuuity and ease Struggle is a 
constant element in human life. 

Struggle is the hall-mark of being 
alive. Struggle in this context may be 
defined as the act of wrestling with 
difficulties, trials and tribulations, so 
as to come out of them victoriously. 

It is not all Beer and Skittles 
IFE is not all smcxith-sailing, it 
proceeds by fits and starts. 
Periods when things go well alter¬ 
nate with slow periods when 
progress appears almost at a 
standstill. 

You can observe the operation of 
this great rule in your own life. Some 
weeks all goes well, things work out 
as you planned, progress is rapid, 
your morale is high and enthusiasm 
aglow. 

Then you run into a sluggish 
phase. Obstacles crop up; delays 
occur; progress comes to a halt. Your 
enthusiasm wanes. Your morale sags. 
You say, "This is not, after all, my cup 
of tea." 

You must recognise that these 
bad patches are part of the natural 
order. They ocair to every one and in 
all endeavours. Eventually success 
comes to the person who keeps on 
regardless of setbacks, working like 
blazes and striving whole-heartedly 
just the same during the time when 


things took dim and he can see little 
result for his efforts. 

Out ot sight events are slowly 
shaping themselves in these bad 
times. Suddenly the work done 
without result leads to a 
breakthrough and another fine 
period of progress and manifest 
achievement ensues. Never forget 
that life is not all beer and skittles 
(fun and games). 

For successlul achievement and 
fulfilment, a single objc'ctive must be 
chosen and attained over a pericxi of 
time. It must not be given up the mo¬ 
ment a snag arises, or the moment 
you learn of other possible and at¬ 
tractive goals or objectives. Keep 
your attention focussi^ on the bull's 
eye till you attain your target. 

Change is a fundamental law of 
nature. Human personality grows or 
shrinks with the passage of time. 
Some people become wiser, maturer 
and more responsible as the years 
pass, but .some waste their talents and 
powers. This happens because most 
young men and women fail to under¬ 
stand the principle of change in 
everyday life. A closer study will 
reveal that this principle has a 
tremendous impact on success and 
failure. Simply put, it implies; neither 
success nor failure is permanent. 

Driven by several compulsions, 
social, economic or environmental, 
countless youths let the destructive 
stream of negative thoughts flow 
through their mind. Gradually, they 
fall in love with their owm defeatism 
and lose the courage to step out of 
their shadows. 

They feverishly hold on to their 
'prized' defeatism when it would be 
much better to let the dead past go, 
and start again the prcKess of re-con- 
struction of their shattered thinking. 


Unless they do it, they will go on 
wasting their emotional and nervous 
energy in a futile struggle to hug the 
defeats of the past. Their problems 
keep on baffling them. They will go 
on cieluding themselves with the mis¬ 
leading notion that it is brave to hold 
on. Perhaps it is. But will it not be 
more sensible to switchover and start 
again? It is important to make a 
beginning. It is far more important to 
make a re-beginning. 

The picture of a person fighting 
against heavy cxids or throwing a 
challenge to destiny may be awe-in¬ 
spiring. But our struggle should be 
result-oriented. If it is not showing 
results, we must rtwisc our thinking, 
and then our strategy, 

Life is more important than cer¬ 
tain concepts we cherish. Despiteset- 
backs and disappointments, there is 
always a chance. But if wc stubbornly 
exhaust our energy in wild goose 
chases and hug illusions, we spoil 
our chances of staging a come-back. 

Surely, it should be unwise to 
stick tin when every bit of evidence 
shows we should shift and start all 
over again. We should not give up, if 
we have a reasonable chance of suc¬ 
cess. But we should not hold on simp¬ 
ly because withdrawal will hurt our 
pride. It is better to have a clean break 
with the past and start life afresh 
when the conditions are favourable. 

In sum, it is better and braver to 
admit defeat temporarily, and launch 
efforts when the conditions are 
favourable. The wise General knows 
when to retreat as part of the military 
strategy. He does not let his pride 
stand in his way. The evacuation at 
Dunkirk was a significant act of 
withdrawing to fight another day 
and ultimatdy win. 

This principle applies equally 
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well to t)ther spheres of life. One iriiiy 
have to give up the worries ot an 
unrewarding career, a hopeless love 
affair and a stubborn course only to 
start life where success is waiting in 
the wings. The temporary 
withdrawal injects a new direction, a 
new enthusiasm, a new meaning m 
lite. A new awareness of one's 
capabilities dawns 

Andre Maurois admires 
Americans with single-track minds, 
"their tenacity and their obsession 
are sometimes boring, but they suc¬ 
ceed, by repeated attacks in 
demolishing the obstacles that hinder 
their progress." He further advises, 
age quod agis (do what you are doing 
/ with all vour powers) Put your 
whole heart into it Strive with both 
your body and your mind towards 
the goal. When it has been reached, 
you may retrace your steps, explore 
the path that aits across your own, 
and feast your eves upon the view 
But until the task is done, no explor¬ 
ing or loitering. 

Take a firm decision even if it is 
an unpleasant one, and then stick to 
it. Hasty action is to be avoided, but 
once a decision is taken, it has to be 
carried through. Put in full effort for 
achieving your newly acquired goal. 
Make no compromises. Atiopt no half 
measures. Waste no time in regrets 

Winning attitude: Cultivate a 
winning attitude, lixpect to be suc¬ 
cessful Concentrate your thoughts 
on the reasons why you will succeed, 
not on possible failure. 

George Bernard Shaw has said; 
"He who flees from the battle, lives to 
fight, another day." So it is with 
problems only to re-assemble our 
resources of thought and energy; to 
fight again. 

Where do you begin your battle? 
You have to learn to declare war on 
your tendency to hug illusions. The 
battle has to be won in the battlefield 
of yoUr mind. Your mind is a bat¬ 
tlefield. And if you win, you will ex¬ 
perience a new one emerging from 
the debris of the dead thoughts. 

You are the cluster of your at- j 
titudes. The winning attitude leads 
you to talk, think, and act for success. 


You can soon come to take it for 
granted that what you start you will 
finish. Every successful action you 
pertorm leaves a trace on your mind 
that makes it easier to be more suc¬ 
cessful next. "Nothing succeeds like 
success", is a true proverb. It means 
that it is not easy to achieve success, 
but once you have achieved it, the 
way IS open to even greater success, 
l or example, a novelist may write 
nine books and yet remain compara¬ 
tively unknown Then the tenth book 
becomes a best-seller, which not only 
ensurt's success for any further books 
that he may write but also creates a 
demand tor the first nine 

WiH Power: "Victory is a thing 
of the will " Particularly at the outset 
of any venture, will-power is needed 
to help you keep at it until the habit 
of persistence is formed According 
to Gordon Byron, will-power 
depends on the following five fac¬ 
tors 

1 Keep your health in good 
shape by living sensibly 

2. Use auto-suggestion to train 
your mind and will as you want them 
to be. 

3. Develop the habit of ac¬ 
complishing small things successful¬ 
ly- 

4. Carry out instantly and 
without second thoughts the little 
chores of the day. The most useful 
and universal of these is getting up m 
the morning the moment you should. 
The habit of concentrating one's 
thoughts on the building of plans for 
the attainment of a definite purpose 
leads to tenacity. 

Intense Desire: Build up an in¬ 
tense desire to attain your goal. It is 
comparatively easy to acquire. Pur¬ 
sue the object with a burning desire. 

Self reliance: Believe in your 
ability to carry through your plans, 
organising them properly into a timo- 
table or action programme. A definite 
plan, expressed in terms of con¬ 
tinuous action, will ring the bell. 

When you face uncertain situa¬ 
tions and suffer from indecision, you 
must ponder and analyse the situa¬ 
tion. Tliink it over. Do not live under 
illusions. 

Knowledge: Acquire knowledge 
of the matters that will help you in 


the attainment of your goal. Base 
your plans on knowledge, not guess¬ 
work, Put your experience and obser¬ 
vation to gixid use. 

Cooperation: Develop harmo¬ 
nious cooperation with others. 
Napoleon Hills recommends a 
friendly alliance with one or more 
persons who will encourage you to 
pursue your plans with full vigour. 

Negativism: Negativism is 
lethal to success in any enterprise. 
Keep your mind tightly closed 
against all negatiife and discouraging 
influenofs, including negative sug¬ 
gestions of relatives, friends and ac¬ 
quaintances. 

Declare war on your negative 
feelings, your failure mechanism. 
Resolve that the basic aim of the re¬ 
orientation of your life is the destruc¬ 
tion of poisonous, destructive 
tliinking You will then find peace, 
happiness and success 

Summing Up 
•T^o be successful— 

1. Get a clear vision or picture of 
exactly what you want to do or to 
accomplish in life 

2. Believe that you can and will 
succeed in doing it. 

3. Start doing it and keep at it. 

4. Do not go about clianting tales 
of your failua'S and what you might 
have been. It is a pernicious habit of 
getting sympathy from others and 
using it as an emotional crutch. It 
weakens your moral fibre. Throw 
away this crutch. 

Have a dearly defined objec¬ 
tive—a specific goal to work towards 
a bull's eye to shoot at. Know what 
you want and make a bee-line for it. 
Having set a goal, believe firmly, 
deeply, unflinchingly that you wul 
attain it. You have your objective; you 
have built your dream castle in the 
clouds. You firmly believe that you 
will realise it. Start right now! Keep 
on working at it and you will work a 
miracle as surely as day follows 
night. 

Tale-piece 

I F you expect to reach a desirable 
destination make a start—righf 
here and now, and do not be detained 
by discouraging coirunents from 
those Who lack enterprise aftd visiem. 
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OUR 34TH YEAR 

With this issue the CM. enters the 34th year of publication. We can look 
back on our performance during the past three decades and more with, a 
sense of pride and satisfaction. We have left no stone unturned in fulfilling 
the promise and commitment to serve the interests of our patrons and 
provide them the material they need for preparing themselves for Various 
competitive examinations. The large number of appreciative liters toe 
receive every month are proof of this fact. 

But we do not intend to rest on our oars. On the contrary, we would strive 
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appreciate comments and suggestions from our numerous readers. We 
would like to know what other topics they would like us to cover. Besides, we 
ivould like very much to have their views about the existing articles and 
features in this magazine. Of course there are the Imitations of space. 

In respect of the quality and scope of the contents, layout and printing the 
CM., we can legitirmtely claim, is far ahead of other magazines of this type. 

We thank all our patrons and wish them the very best in life. 

Yours sincerely. 
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BANK CLERK EXAM. 

CLERK GRADE EXAM. OF R. R. B. 


SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 
D.P,, C B.I. ETC. EXAM. 1992 


Rs. 650/- 

RS. 650/- 

RS.650/- 
Rs. 650/- 
R6.6S0/- 


Rs 800/- 


Rs. 800 - 


ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.F.,C.R.P.F./I.T.B.P. EXAM. 1992 Rs. 800,- 


HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM. 


Rs. 800/- 


n S.S.C. ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM. 


NOT£i\ Book«worthRs.25(V-wittbe8entwlthth«studynnatarialfortheabovementionedooun9s Full study material will be detpatched 
to the atudants in two regisiared parcels only (includino the (raa books) within 10 to 15 day s of the receipt of the full fee to avoid postal delay s 
and to help the students prepara for their exams wall In time. Please sand your full fee immediately 

2. Wiile tending your fee ptease mention your name, your oomplete address and the name of the course dearly m capital letters on the 
M.O. coupon or in the letter. It will help us to send you the study material at the earliest. Please wnta your address clearly 

3. If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by registered A 0, However, you can sand the fee by M O also . 

DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI, M.A. English & Pol So. (Pub Admn), P.Q. Dip. in Business Admn (Famous Author of 40 Books) 

Send your fuH Fee by Bank Draft/Money Order Immediately to: Telephone No. 616915,699106 

THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, | 

■IImbI 8/18, Jangpura Extension, (Double Storey), Near Masjid Road, New Delhl-i 10014. J 
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READERS’ 

FORUM 

CRISIS IN KABUL 

Your editorial ‘'Fragth’ Peace in 
Kabul" deserves lommendation. Peace 
implies loving and co-operative interac¬ 
tion and co-ordination among the 
people- There is no peace in Kabul at all; 
this is the result of both political and 
guerrilla activities. 

Ever-lasting peace cannot be estab¬ 
lished in that particular Islamic capital 
because there is no mutual under¬ 
standing among the leaders or the com¬ 
manders who are the godfathers of the 
denizens. 

Fite only way to solve this discon¬ 
certing problem is to ensure mutual un¬ 
derstanding among the leaders and full 
co-operation of the people. 

Muzaffarfiiir Zohdir Imam 

The recent change in Kabuljiresents 
a frightening spectre to India. This 
country is now a vulnerable island 
within the Islamic ocean the sxvirlings 
of which may cause a catastrophe. 

Indian Muslims enjoy full rights at 
partvith other Indians. Still the Muslim 
countries alle^ alienation of the Mus¬ 
lims of this country. To counter this al¬ 
legation, Indian Muslims should 
loudly rebuff the self-styled leaders of 
the faith. 

307TRU,AF J Singh (Cpl) 

The crisis in Afghanistan is a sequel 
to the supply of arms in large quantities 
by the Super Powers to the rebels. The 
p'ossession of arms has naturally 
prompted the tvar-mongers to utilise 
them. The heavy loss of life in Afghanis¬ 
tan could haveoeen avoided if the Super 
Powers had not supplied weapons to 
the rival parties. Now the rehabilitation 
of refugees poses a major problem, caus¬ 
ing concern to the neighbouring 
countries. 

Since the guerrilla factions are not 
contented with the fragile, transitory 
peace, they may again start an armed 
conflict at any moment. In that even¬ 
tuality there might be a wider interna¬ 
tionalconflict. Formation of a firm and 
stable government alone can ensure 
peace and stability in that hapless 
country. 

Ncu’ Barrackpore Copal Ch Biswas 

Your Special Feature on^^hanis- 
tan is highly commendable. Though Dr 
Najibultah ruled the country for nearly 
six years, he never got a chance to im¬ 
prove the position tn various fields due 
to the bloodshed and the war. Your view 
that after Najib's departure from Kabul, 
Afghanistan may split on tribal and eth¬ 
nic lines is well-founded. 

For India this is another setback. 

On the one hand the country has to face 
continuous pressure from the US. on 


NPT, the rocket engine'deal and Super- 
301, and on the other it has to tackle the 
challenges from Pakistan, China and Sri 
Lanka. Now it seems that Afgjianistan 
is also following the same path. ' 

Allahabad Aditya Kumar 

NPT ISSUE 

Your Cover Story "NPT: India 
Under Pressure" (fuhe '92) was well 
compiled. It deserves appreciation. 

The NPT is a discriminatory politi¬ 
cal instrument devised by the nuclear 
powers to restrict the nuclear club mem¬ 
bership only to five. They want to main¬ 
tain the status quo. The omission of any 
reference to vertical proliferation and 
the omission of nuclear ^arahtees to 
non-nuclear-weapon States are two 
basic xveaknesses of the NPT'. 

A review of the current global 
strategic environment brings out the 
threat to India from China, U.SA. and 
Pakistan. India must not bow to inter- 
nationalpressure for signing the un¬ 
equal NPT and should never agree to 
abandon its nuclear option. 

A nuclear-weapon free world is the 
need of the hour. If all nuclear-weapon 
States agree to check vertical prolifera¬ 
tion ana eliminate their nuclear ar¬ 
senals honestly, India would sign the 
NPT. 

Inmalpiir Biiray Kumar Mishra 

INDO-US CONFLICT 

This refers to your Special Feature 
"Sanctions Against India", which ivas 
highly informative. Such sanctions have 
created an undercurrent of tensions be¬ 
tween India and the U.S. 

The USA, which had given several 
assurances to help promote the develop¬ 
ment of India, today appears rather hos¬ 
tile; it has blacklisted ISRO and 
Glavkosmos following the sale of 
cryogenic rocket engines to India. The ar¬ 
guments of the USA regarding the neces¬ 
sity of such a ban are most 
unconvincing. The Indian space 
programme has proved to be an apple of 
discord. Of what avail are India's peace¬ 
ful policies when it is suspected to have 
violated the Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR)? 

Allahabad • Caurav Tiwari 

LINGUISTIC TROUBLES 

Ever since independence, the 
demand for reorganisation of States on 
a linguistic basts has been gaining in in¬ 
tensity. In the name of language the 
country has witnessed some mostly and 
blood curdling episodes in which people 
speaking one language tvere brutally 
done to death by people speaking 
another language. All these happenings 
cause a decline of patriotic and national 
feelings in the country. 

In place of communalism we have 
another evil—linguistic antagonism 
which threatens to shatter the unity and 
solidarity of the country. The supreme 
irony of it all is that these activities are 
organised in the name of freedom and 


democracy. 

\Ne have had enou^ of division 
and partition and have suffered a lot be¬ 
cause of these happenings. We must not 
allmv any more partitions. We have to 
rebuild our country and make it an ideal 
entity based on the socialistic pattern. 
We need unity and peace. Ifivego on 
fighting among ourselves over trifles 
and mmor issues, we would be pushed 
back in out endeavours. 

Berhampur (Ms) Salila Nayak 

ANOTHER ‘BOFORS’ 

With reference to your editorial 
"Scandal Upon Scandal" (fitly '92), it 
would be pertinent to label the 
securities scam as another 'Bofors' in 
India. It is not MrHarshad Mehta alone 
who needs to be unmasked; the 
politicians also have to be fully un¬ 
masked. 

It is indeed very unfortunate that 
such scandals should occur at the 
present juncture of the economy, espe¬ 
cially when the country awaits enor¬ 
mous foreign investments. Public 
confidence in the Indian banking system 
has been shattered. 

Various types of corruption can be 
rooted out only if the masked are un¬ 
masked and duly punished by the law 
courts. 

Shinila 1 lirak Dasgupta 

ROLE OF GOVERNORS 

Apropos your Special Feature-II 
(June '92) "focus on Role of Governors", 
the past years have witnessed the ap¬ 
pointment of persons having a con¬ 
troversial political background as 
Governors and their unbecoming be¬ 
haviour in a bid to protect the interests 
of the ruling party at the Centre. In 
Nagaland also, the role of the then 
Governor and of the Central Govern¬ 
ment are questionable. To checkmate 
such controversies, the President of 
India should be given a completely free 
hand in the appointment and dismissal 
of Governors. It should be made compul¬ 
sory for the Governor to take into con¬ 
fidence the majority of ML A.s and the 
Union President before dissolving the 
State Assembly. The post of Governor 
should go only to high-ranking 
retired officers of the army and the 
judiciary. 

Bhagolptir Birendra Singh 

THE "aM.” 

"C.M." is doing excellent work by 
providing necessary information to its 
readers aspiring for 4 bright future. 
Labour in itself is not sufficient for any 
mission in life unless it is remforce4 by 
proper guidance in the right direction. 
This is exactly what your magazine has 
been doing over the years. 

Please accept my heartiest con¬ 
gratulations on brin^g out such a su¬ 
perb foumal, 

Dashraura Sarvesh Mishra 
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Saving the Earth From Disaster 

Empty Rhetoric At Rio 


Thf iinii li -piihlicnii’il Eurth Stiiiiniit, 
offkialli/ kiunrii lo the Ll.N. Conference 
on Eiroironinenf nnd Developnicnt 
(UNCEH), held from lime 3 to 14, ill Rio 
De faneiio (Hrnzil), mis the world's 
largest i^atherin^ of heads of Slates and 
their representatii>es. However, the 
achiez'einents were wholh/ dispropor¬ 
tionate to the efforts lar^elp heeause of the 
obstinacy of the LI.S.A. The si’ssion was 
described by enthusiasts as "historic" but 
left many vital issues unresolved. There 
was iniicli rhetoiic but little eonerete ac¬ 
tion. The reality fell far short of e.xpecta- 
tions. 

I. Landmark Event 

El’RESKNTATIVHS of 178 na¬ 
tions assomblod at Rio adoptcil a 
global plan designed to save tlie 
planet from devastation. They ap¬ 
proved an 80()-page document 
known as “Agenda 21—a charter for 
ecologically-wise development into 
the 21st century". In addition, more 
than 150 of the countries signed two 
conventions w'hich will eventually 
become binding treaties. One aims to 
protect the atmt)sphere fn>m global 
warming and the other seeks to 
protect disappearing species of 
animals, .plants and even microbes. 
The delegates adopted a non-binding 
statement of principles in respect of 
forestry conservation. 

Also adopted was a Rio DtKrlara- 
tion which sets out 27 principles, 
starling with a right to a healthy and 
productive life in harmony with na¬ 
ture. The conference resolved the 
funding mechanism for Agenda 21 
with a rather ambiguously worded 
text reaffirming the developed 
nations' commitment pledging 0.7 
per cent through the ODA for en¬ 
vironment protection pmgrammes. 
The document, however, did. not 
come to grips with the problem of 
specifying- a time-frame. The 
developing countries wanted to 
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wrest an assurance that the process 
would begin by 2000 AD but the 
document only specified that 
countries would affirm it as soon as 
possible. 

India played a leading role at the 
session. The UN Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali said the UNCED w'as 
“a turning point in history". He 
signed the agreement on the state¬ 
ment of principles of forestry as the 
major achievement of the UNCED. 
The setting up of a high-level com¬ 
mission on sustainable development 
to monitor the implementation of 
Agenda 21 was also cited by him as a 
landmark achievement. 

About 150 nations, including the 
U.S., signed a treaty that might, if 
carried out, decrease the emissions 
that contribute to the global warming 
phenomenon. The 12-nation Euro¬ 
pean Community and Japan went 
further. They promised to limit carb¬ 
on dioxide emissions, which con¬ 
tribute to global warming, at the 1990 
level by the year 2(KX). 

, Consent was overwhelming on a 
broad, non-binding statement of en¬ 
vironmental rights and respon¬ 
sibilities, called the Rio Declaration. 
There was widespread approval of 
two companion pacts, the Agenda 21 
blueprint of environmental action 
and an accord aimed at preserving 
the world's forests. 

Still, the reality of Rio falls far short 
of the original vision of the Earth Sum¬ 
mit. The summit did not take up many 
relevant issues, including toxic wastes, 
nuclear energy and over-population. It 
also considers some problems inade¬ 
quately—for example, the precise 
terms by which "clean" technology 
and money will be transferred to 
countries that need them. 

Not every country seemed to 
consider the effort worthwhile. The 
US, in particular, watered down the 


global warming treaty, refused to 
sign the biological diversity treaty, 
and offered little. The elaborate 
Agenda 21, promoted as a plan to 
clean up and protect the environment 
over the next century, avoided the 
question of who would pay for it. The 
summit bypassed the pressing 
problems of the present ana the cru¬ 
cial factors regarding sustainable 
development. 

Increased global energy require¬ 
ments have been depleting the en¬ 
vironment rapidly, swelling the 
demand for fossil fuels, coal, and 
electricity. The scientists pointed out 
that unless there is a transition from 
conventional sources of energy to 
newer and more benign sources of 
energy, the rate of global pollution 
will continue to grow. In the absence 
of any agreement on these two fronts, 
the global environment will continue 
to get polluted and resources 
depleted due to the increasing needs 
of population. 

II. Contentious Issues 

T he two most contentious issues 
were forestry and finance. The 
forestry issue became sticky with the 
West keen on st)me concrete achieve¬ 
ment to show to the people and their 
governments. Otherwise it would 
seem that the two and a half years of 
negotiations have been a waste of 
time. That is why the West sought an 
"intent of a forestry convention" to 
be specified in the forestry principles. 

As for finance, developing 
countries are seeking a minimum of 
0.7 per cent of the GDP of developed 
countries as official development as¬ 
sistance. Germany is witling to give 
upto one per cent of its GDP as ODA 
but would like the amount it is in¬ 
vesting in its eastern half to be in¬ 
cluded in this one per cent. 
Developing countries would like the 
0.7 per cent assistance (which would 
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Study Techniques 

for Success in Competitions 

Use more mind power. Most people use only 10%. 


My name is Raj Bapna. I am the author of the 
famoussurprisioelyTCwerful course "Raj Bapna’$ 
Mind Power Study Technicpies”. 

1lK>usands and thousandsof people from every 
comer of India arc already benefiting from this 
course. 

And you can also benefit greatly. 

Scientists have now discovered what yogis 
have always known: That each person’s niina is 
very powerful. That most people riseunly 10% of 
iheir mind fower. That upto 90% of the mind 
power remains hidden and unused. 

13y using more mind power, you can gn-alty in- 
cn-ase the ^nces of success in your suqects and 
competitions. 

Not for Everyone 

This course is not for a person who wants lo get 
success by magic-11 is also not fora person who wants 
lo get success without sincere work. 

But, it is for a prison who studies sincerely and 
who really wants lo get success.. 

Surprising But True 

You have been leanung many subjects in schools 
or colleges for 10,12. or ISycais. Il is surprising that 
they do not teach even for one hour how to use your 
mind power and how to study for success. 

Your Success Depends on 
These 9 Success Factors 

1. Your intelligence, memory, concentration 
2 Your aims .1. Time you spend lo achieve aims 
4.1?Hectiveiies.s or efficiency \ Avoiding big niis- 
lakcs 6. Health 7. Knowing (hat yoi^can gel much 
more success than you currently do 8. Writing, inter¬ 
view. speech lechniqties 9. Exam-techniques 

And my course can hdp you improve in these 
faclois. So, il will increase the chaiKes of your suc¬ 
cess greatly. 

Memory Secrete 

Without revision, we foiget 82% in 24 hows. We 
remember only 18% after 24 hours. 

Il clearly shows thal you must revise. From the 
luurse, you will learn how many times lo revise and 
how lo revise systematically. You will also leain how 
to plan your day so lhat you can revise dunng the lime 
dial most people waste. 

Scientific research ha.s proven thal wo should not 
study continuously for long time. But, for belter 
niemoiy, we should lake rest. From the couise, you 
Will learn: for how long to study and (or how long lo 
lake i«.sl. You will also leam whal to do during rest to 
n-laxyou, lo change your brain waves, and to pul you 
in a "learning state" for faster learning. 

You will learn many other memory secrets. 

Read Faster to Sava Tima 

Evemne can leam to read and undeisland .VX) 
words, 500 wonts or even more wonls per minute. 
Hut, many ofusread only about 100 words per minute. 

You will leam an easy technique thal will prove lo 
you in 30 minutes that you can double your readine 
ipeed. By reading taster, your concentration will 
improve and you will revise more in less time. 

If You Ara Taking Coaching... 

My course is like the foundation of a building. 
And coaching is like design for the building. Just as 
a strong fourtaation will help you build a good build¬ 
ing, my course will help you make the best use of your 
study/ooaebiog. 

COURSE CONTENTS 

1. Leam two mind powerstudy lechniqoes in one 
hour-and quickly improve your study efiicicacy 

2. Exam secrets for getting more marks m not 
eat just before an exam. Ifow rlo examiners correct 
answer papei^ and how to use Ibis knowledge to get 
moremariis. Irorlworepesofqueslion8,youcaneveii 
tool the examiner. Would you like to try mega- 
vilamins lo increase your intelligence temporarily 
during exam-days. 4 more topics 

X Read fH^r and iMdantaad better Under- 
<iandig|F and tanng eaie of your eyes. Experleiice 
your ndnd power as a magnet 3 more topics 


What Nawspapers Say 

• "Simple effective and practical techniques to 

improve overall intelligence and mind 
power... Even average student can easiN un¬ 
derstand." -Tiroes of India 

• "It has many important suggestions. Interest¬ 
ing, educational and may hmp wake up hidden 
powers in the readers." -Riyaslliaii Palrika 

« "Good foi increasing your mind powei. Useful 
for slude Ms." -Bumbay Saiiiacbar 

What Experts Say 

• "New approach... Very cffeclive and easy lechiu- 
ques for increasing die mental power, which is 
proved clinically also... it shows that there is m 
mental limitation Sure this is an ideal eouise for 
students St professionals." 

-Br B L DaW. MBBS, MS. RtfT Madcal Cdlega 
•"Techniques are simple, fast, and easy. Un¬ 
believably. I improved my reading speed from 75 
to 200 words per minute. My son (cla.ss 4) im 
proved his memory. He also improved his read 
ing speed from 45 to 100." 

-Pro! M Bhalnagar, PhD, Formeityn USA 

• "1 appreciate the pains you have taken lo go lo the 
gras.s-raot level to impress upon students mind 
and the various techniques lo develop theirsland- 
ard of education.’ 

Mr Yendanwil Veaendranalh, foirrier CA, Famous author 
of 30 Talugu novels, Winner ol Salalya Acadsmy Award 

• "I found II a work beyond any Icxion the suinect." 

-Dr S P Shnvaslava. Cancer Speoalat, 
MBBS, MO, MEC (Prsnoa), SuialGuiaral 

• "Exccllenl course... it has changed nw life style. 
Increased tm reading from 86 To 30.3 words per 
minutes in 5'^days and strengthened my dream of 
success." 

-Or Ralnaliar Sahoo, S C 6 MadKSt Cdlaga Onasa 

Author’s Bio-Data 

• n E, BITS Pilani M lech. III Kharagpur. Pres- 
ligoua NTS scholar Rank 5 m High School Raj 
board (95% in Physics. Orem, Maih) 

• World-famous aulhix Publishid 3 books in USA 
including best selling book "Iricks of MS-DOS 
Maslcrs" 721 pages, $27.9.5. 

Increased my reading speed from 72 weeds lo as fast 
as 10.37 words per nunule 

• First enanecringjobpaid nnlv Rs 1000per MONTH 
Finally, earned $50 (Rs 1500) per HOUR in l^A as 
asDipuler expert and WTiln 

• At the «ak of success, I left USA and returned to 
India, To share luy mind power study techniques, 
hxpcrl in compuUTS, mind power, and study icchni- 
wc«. Was a member of the Soacly for Aceeleraled 
Learmng & Teae-hmg USA 

Learnt No-Mmd meditalinn of Osho, TM of Mahesh 
Yogi, Ih-icch meditation of Brother Charles, cic. 


4. How to improve your memory in a surpnsingly 
ca.sy way :• Systematic Revision and Daily Routine: 
The easiest and most powerful memory leenniques. 4 
more topics 

5. Interview tce’hmqurs for setr-conndence and 

succe&s :• 4 topics _ 


NOTE: T1iis course is 
updated regularly. 

6. Sonic techniques for improving meinoiy, con- 
centrelion, and intelligence :- Take llvse vitamins to 
improve the fimclioiung of your brain and your body. 
How to sleep well. Meditation: an arwient technique 
for more brain power. Increase your intelligence by 
linage Streaming. 5 more topics 

7. How lo use your lime in the classroom foi 
success8 topics 

8. Mind maps: a new scientifre way to lake 
memorable notes :• Memory key words and creative 
keywords. The best way lo lake notes. 7 more topics 

9. Program yourself for success by using the 
power of belie&, imaginsuon. and neuro linguistic 
progiaouning :• Ancoor yourself Car success while 
watcWiy Tvorfllms. Using musie and relaxaiiixt for 
mind pt^ramming. Chai^uig beliefs and habils. 5 


mure topics 

10. Advanced memoiy lechmqucs to remember 
long sequences, spelfings, and complicated things 5 
topics 

11. Some major mistakes in exam-days and how 
to avoid them :- J topics 

12. New research in brain science shmvs that you 
arc more capable than you think ;- 5 topics 

13. 32 Important questions and answees :- 32 
topics 

Why Many Peopla Fail 

Consider ihia; receniiy 3 lakh people appeared for 
900 IAS posts and 10 isih for 7^ SSC Oerk posts. 
It means most people fail and only smart intelligent 
people can succeed. So, ihe only imnoftant quesdoo 
is: How Io use more of your mind power to gel 
success? 

Do you understand fully that you must order the 
course now if you really want to ^ success. 

Order Ihe course quickly. Don’t wail. 

I Lost A Big Chanca. But You... 

I am asking you not lo wait, because I myaelf 
nude this senous mistake once. For ilT exam, 

I wanted lo lake the best course. I could /toy the cost 
Rs 350. But I was not sure if il could really help me. 
So, I waited Finally, after 3 mouths, 1 ofdered ihe 
course. Il was very good. My rank was 1102--which 
was OK but not good. So. I did not join IlT, but I had 
lojoin BIT'S Pilaiii. 

I lost a big chance because I was late in my 
decision. 

You should not loose any chance. Order the 
course now. You will feelgood knowing lhat you are 
making one of the best ms’eslmenls (cu Ixiner educa- 
lion^ob, career. 

Can you imagine Ihe day when you uill get sue- 
cesst Your friends and relatives will come to vour 
house lo congraiulale you. You will feel proud and 
happy. And you will he sure of a brig/u future, 'fhat 
day, you w ill thank meant explain lo otnen bow my 
course helped you gel success. 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
and Keep-Free Gift 

If within Ihe' firsl 31 days you do nol beirefil 
gieally, simply return Ihe course (or your money back 
(minus postage, handling). No questions asked. 

31 days is more than cnougb lime lo benefit. 
Actually, many iieoplc benefit on the drat day they gel 
the couise. And most people benefit within 2 weett. 

To encourage you lo order Ihe courae now, 1 will 
also send you Sri Yunira colour poster as free gift. It 
IS 5000 year old Indian symbol and yogis have been 
using it to improve concentration and mmd power. 

Even if you return the course, keep the poetcr 
as my gifl-it is my way ot sayuig "Thank ycni for 
Hying me easy techniques in my powerful ooune and 
giving yourself a good chance for success." 

So, do nol wail. Order the course to get success. 

How to ORDER NOW and SAVE 
(Not Available In Any Shop) 

Free Gift + Free Postage 

The price of Ihc couise is Rs 440 in USA. But in 
India, ills only Rs 135. This courae is new. so we offer 
you discount price of Ks 95 and a free gill. 

You can onler tlie course in two ways: (1) Send Rs 
95. T heiyxKtage is FREE. So cost is Rs 95 only. OR 
(2) l'orVFI’..seiidRs3U as advance. Postage is Ks 10. 
Pay remaining amount lo postman when you gel the 
course. So, for VPP, total cost is Rs 105. 

So, go to the bank or past office, nuke your Money 
Older or Bank Draff payable to "Mind Power Re¬ 
search Institute Udaipur. Rajasthan*. Then send it 
quickly to', 

Dirador, Mhd Power Research Instiute (P) Lid 
Umd Power Chambers, H. M. Sector 4 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313001 

FIcau wrilr yrut full addir» wtib Mate/FIN nraSy In Bn|dM 
CAP11A1 IrttciK FarMO,«ieurRlsc9wnte\^r«d<lrenbia*Sp9rr 
for ConiffiuiiicMicn* at Uie battom cf Ar MO ferm. 

Kfi'nd iWrirAwv^VlMWiA'i^l' 
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be about $ 126 to $ 130 billion) to be 
fitted into a time-frame but the 
developed countries said they cannot 
give a time-frame commitment be¬ 
cause they would ncx?d tht> approval 
of their Parliament. 

India scored a success when it 
got altered the text ot the statement 
about forests, after “an enormous 
fight" and resistance from a number 
of countries, especially European 
ones who were pressing for a Forest 
Convention in the future. 

The central issue is that we do not 
want globalisation of forests. 
Governments also cannot be handed 
over the rights of forest management 
which IS a community resource in 
countries like India, a leading mem¬ 
ber ot the delegation said. The altercxi 
text left very little scope for a future 
convention. The language of the text 
finally agreed to will not brook 
foreign interference in forest issues. 

Another important addition was 
the phrase that forest management 
and ainservation is of concern to the 
Governments of the countries to 
which they belong and "are of value 
to local communities and the en¬ 
vironment as a whole". In the 
"principles" section of the text, in 
defining the use and needs of forests 
the crucial elements of "wood, water, 
food, fodder, medicine, fuel, shelter 
and employment" were added to its 
use. 

The diKument that emerged rep¬ 
resents a victory for southern govern¬ 
ments. Although the North had 
hoped the document would have in¬ 
cluded stranger references to the 
global importance of forests, as well 
as a commitment to negotiate a forest 
convention after UNCED, they had to 
be content with the present docu¬ 
ment. Forests are an issue of national 
sovereignty, like oil resources. 

The destruction of tropical 
forests increased by 50 per cent 
during the past decacle, a U.N. study 
released at the Earth Summit shows. 
The report Iw the U.N. Food and 
Agricultural Organisation said about 
17 million hectares of forest land an? 
destroyed annually, mostly in South 
and Central America. About 70 per 
cent of total deforestation takes place 
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in rain forests. About 16.9 million 
hectares were destroyed last year, 
compared to 11.3 million hectares in 
1980. 

The U.N. study said the world 
has.4.9 billion hectares of forests, but 
the amount of forest land destroyed 
annually surpasses the amount that 
is replanted. Half of Latin America's 
land is covered by forests, as is 33 per 
cent of Asia and 27 per cent of Africa. 

III. RIo Declaration 

HE following are the main points 
ot.the Rio ITeclaration on prin¬ 
ciples, general rights and obligations 
on environment protection initiated 
by heads of governments at the Rio 
summit. 

Principle—human beings are at 
the centre of concerns for sustainable 
development. They are entitled to a 
healthy and productive life in har¬ 
mony with nature. 

—Stales have, in accordance with 
the Charter of the United Nations 
and the principles of international 
law, the sovereign right to exploit 
their own resources pursuant to their 
own environmental policies and the 
responsibility to ensure that activities 
within their jurisdiction or control do 
not cause damage to the environment 
of other States or areas. 

—In order to achieve sustainable 
development, environmental protec¬ 
tion shall constitute an integral part 
of the development process and can¬ 
not be considered in isolation from it. 
All States and all people shall 
cooperate in the essential task of 
eradiCiating poverty. 

—The special situation and 
needs of developing countries, par¬ 
ticularly the least developed and 
those most environmentally vul¬ 
nerable, shall be given special 
priority in international actions. 

—States shall cooperate in a 
spirit of global partnership to con¬ 
serve, protect and restore tW health 
and integrity of the earth's eco-sys- 
tems. In view of the different con¬ 
tributions to global environmental 
degradation. States have common 
but differentiated responsibilities. 
The developed countries acknow¬ 
ledge the responsibility that they bear 


in the international pursuit of sus¬ 
tainable development in view of the 
pressures their societies place on the 
global environment and of the tech¬ 
nologies and financial resources they 
command. 

—To achieve sustainable 
development and a high quality of 
life for all people. States should 
reduce and eliminate unsustainable 
pattern of production and consump¬ 
tion and promote appropriate 
demographic p^ilicies. 

—States should cooperate to 
promote a supportive and open inter¬ 
national economic system that would 
lead to economic growth and sus¬ 
tainable development in all 
countries, to better address the 
problems of environmental degrada¬ 
tion. States shall develop national 
law regarding the liability and com¬ 
pensation for victims of pollution 
and other environmental damage. 

—National authorities should 
promote the internationalisation ot 
environmental costs and the use of 
economic instruments, taking into ac¬ 
count the approach that the polluter 
should in principle bear the cost of 
pollution, with due regard to the 
public interest and without distort¬ 
ing international trade and invest¬ 
ment. 

—Women have a vital role in en¬ 
vironmental management and 
development. Their lull participation 
is, therefore, essential to achieve sus¬ 
tainable development. The creativity 
ideals and courage of the youth of the 
world should be mobilised to forge a 
global partnership in order to achieve 
sustainable development and ensure 
a better future for all, 

—Peace, development and en¬ 
vironmental protection are inter-de¬ 
pendent and indivisible. States shall 
resolve all their environmental dis¬ 
putes peacefully and by appropriate 
means in accordance with the U.N. 
Charter. 

Climate Treaty: The climate 
convention, signed by India and 
other countries, is a mild version of 
the original draft and does not re¬ 
quire an)Pimmediate change in fossil 
fuel consumption pattern nor entitle 
it to additional funds. The treaty is 
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merely an expression of the commit¬ 
ment of signatories h) reduce the 
emission of heat-trapping green¬ 
house gases, mainly carbon dioxide 
produced by burning fossil fuels 
(petroleum and coal). It dm-s not tix 
any target or deadline for reducing 
the emission of carbon dioxide. 

Tlie US, the world's major pol¬ 
luter in this sector, refused to sign the 
treaty «)n the ground that it will re¬ 
quire the nation to effect major chan¬ 
ges in economy that will render 
millions of its citizens jobless. 

Scientific studies have proved 
that the industrialised countries of 
the northern hemisphere have 
icuised most of the damage and ac¬ 
count for over 80 per cent ot the 
glc'bal carbon emissions. India's 
energy consumption per capita is 
about 250 kg ot oil ecjuivalent. The 
developed countries consume 20 
times as much, about .5000 kg ot oil 
equivalent, and the US twice this 
"price lag". 

All States contribute to climate 
change and all State's will, to dittercnt 
degrees, suffer from it. 

Developed countries, however, 
have agreed in principle to provide 
lunds to help pcxirc'r nations and it 
will be channelled through the exist¬ 
ing Global Environment Facility 
jointly administered by the UNEP 
and the World Bank. Carbon taxes, to 
rc'duce consumption of fossil fuels, 
have already been introduced in 
countries such as Finland, the 
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden. A 
proposal to extend this worldwide 
did not find favour with most of the 
countries. 

The Summit reached an agrec*- 
ment in principle, promising 
drought-stricken Africa an interna¬ 
tional convention on desertification 
by 1994. Tlie convention would be 
modelled after the Bio-diversity Con¬ 
vention and the Climate change 
Treaty signed at the summit and will 
be drawn up by the U.N. by June, 
1994. 

IV. Bush Disappoints 

HE eagerly awaited speech of 
President Bush was disappoint¬ 
ing to those who had expected him to 


give some as.surances. The US cx>m- 
mitted itself to a 66 per cent enhance¬ 
ment of financial assistance to 
environmental programmes the 
world over and above the 1990 levels. 
It would provide funding for Agenda 
21 programmes above the existing 
commitment of $ 25 millions already 
being provided. 

Mr Bush said he had not come to 
Rio to apologise, but put forward 
with pride his environmental record. 
He claimed that the US had the stric¬ 
test environmental standards. His 
country's efforts to protect biodiver¬ 
sity would excetxi what waS man¬ 
dated by the Convention. The U.S. is 
among the very few countries that 
have not signed the Bio-diversity 
Convention. 

Mr Bush offered the full cixipera- 
tion ot his Government to the process 
begun in Rio in the area of environ¬ 
ment and development. "It is the 
road from Rio that is now important" 
he said, pledging that the US would 
work to keep the process going. Mr 
Bush also indicated that he would 
double global forest assistance levels, 
US funding for forests will also be 
available bilaterally. "We aim to plant 
one billion trees a year." "The U.S. 
has the world's tightest air quality 
standards on cars and factories, the 
most advanced laws for protecting 
lands and waters and the most open 
processL's tor public participation", 
he addc'd. 

The U.S has been cast as the vil¬ 
lain for weakening a treaty on global 
warming before it would agree to 
sign. Mr Bush is also isolated by his 
refusal to sign a second treaty to 
protect endangered animals and 
plants. He would not commit his 
country to anything that would cost 
jobs ancJ affect the American life¬ 
style. 

The Chinese premier, Mr Li Peng, 
said, "developed countries have a 
responsibility to find solutions and to 
transfer technology." But Mr Bush 
responded by linking economic 
growth under capitalism to a clearer 
environment. "There are those who 
say it takes State control to regulate 
the environment, and there are those 
who say economic growth and en¬ 
vironmental protection are not com¬ 



patible. Well, let them come to the 
US", he said. 

India's opposition: India firmly 
opposed the USA on the issues of 
forest convention and "safe atmofr 
phere" under Agenda 21. At the min¬ 
ister-level talks India refused to sign 
the Forest Convention on the ground 
that it would mean that our forest 
policy would be dictated by interna¬ 
tional guidelines. The fact is that the 
U.S. finds it convenient to use the ex¬ 
isting forests of the Third World. 
India is of the view that the very 
words "forest convention" should 
not bo included in the Rio declara¬ 
tion. The U.S. spokesman made it a 
prestige i.ssuc that India and other 
Third World countries must accept 
the propixsal of a forest convention. 

America was totally isolated on 
the issue of signing the Bio-diversity 
Treaty. Most US allies have gone 
against the opinion of President Bush 
and decided to sign the treaty. As Mr 
Kamal Nath, Indian Minister of En¬ 
vironment put it, for the first time the 
world unitexi on a particular issue 
against America's point ot view. For 
the first time this conference was 
without any blocs. India would also 
be a major beneficiary if the Bio¬ 
diversity Treaty was signed. 

U.K. to share technology: On 
June 12, Britain announced an initia¬ 
tive to ensure that developing i 
countries can share the benefits of ! 
technology through partnership with | 

British companies. British Prime ! 

Minister John Major said that, in ad¬ 
dition, Britain was ready to commit 
new and additional resources 
through the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF). The British Govern¬ 
ment believes that this facility should 
be replenished at a level of $ 2-3 bil¬ 
lion. 

Britain will mobilise its aid 
programme to support the goals of | 
Agenda 21. Britain also supports a I 
substantial lOth replenishment of the I 
International Development Associa- | 

tion during which a special Earth In- J 
crement must be considered. | 

Germany's support: The Ger- I 

man Chancellor, Mr Helmut Kohl, | 

.said that the industrial world must | 

become coascious of its particular | 
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responsibility in regard to the 
degradation of the global environ¬ 
ment. The developing countries 
should be assisted in the new task of 
environmental protection which 
faces the entire international com¬ 
munity. Mr Kohl offered total sup¬ 
port to the Agenda 21 goals. He laid 
stress on Germany's special respon¬ 
sibility to assist neighbouring 
countries in the Eastern Europe Mr 
Kohl atfirmed a specific commitment 
to the developing nations in offering 
the 0 7 per cent of C^NP as Overst>as 
Development Assistance. 

European nations pledged more 
funds at the sumnlit to clean up the 
environment. They promised to pro¬ 
vide more aid to the developing na¬ 
tions which cannot fight poverty and 
pollution without additional help. 
The European Community pledged 
$ 4 billion in support of the summit's 
goals The German Chancellor, Mr 
Helmut Kohl, committed his nation 
to reducing carbon dioxide emis¬ 
sions, a major cause of global warm¬ 
ing. 

V. World Bank’s Vetxtict 

HE World Bank has called upon 
high income countries to play a 
"major role" in financing the protec¬ 
tion of the environment in develop¬ 
ing countries which is essential for 
accelerating world economic 
development and n.'ducing poverty. 
These countries must also assume the 
primary responsibility of addressing 
worldwide problems—green house 
warming and depletion of stratos¬ 
pheric ozone—of which they are the 
primary cause, says the bank's World 
Development Report, 1992. 

The report outlines a multi¬ 
pronged strategy of policy reforms 
and institutional changes reejuired to 
bring about accelerated development 
and better environmental manage¬ 
ment. Exploring the two-way 
relationship between development 
and the environment, the report 
de.scribes how environmental 
problems undermine the goals a:>f 
development. Attacking poverty a 
moral imperative; it is also essential 
for environmental stewardship. 

The strategy calls for greater em¬ 
phasis Ob population progranunc*s, 
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female education, agricultural exten¬ 
sion and research, sanitation and 
provision of clean water to one billion 
people who are without safe water 
and tor more local participation in 
the design and implementation of 
development programmes. 

The strong and growing 
evidence of the links between pover¬ 
ty reduction and environmental 
goals makes a compelling case for 
greater support tor programmes to 
reduce poverty and population 
growth. Alleviating poverty is a 
moral imperative and a prerequisite 
for environmental sustaiiwbility. 

VI. Limited Achievements 

VEN though the Earth Summit 
was not a triumph for either the 
North or the South, it did register 
some achievements which might, in 
due course, lead to a cleaner and 
healthier world. 

One It bought into sharp fivus 
some urgent environment issues. 
This aim had not been achieved 
before, not even by the Stockholm 
conference. The Summit gave an 
edge to the developing countries in 
North-South politics. 

Tuv. The Summit saw the begin¬ 
ning of a new polarisation after the 
end of the Cold War. The fears that 
the South, ever m need of patronage 
and economic aid from the North, 
would ultimately bow to pressure 
have btvn dispelled. 

Three. India won recognition of 
the fact that it is an activist country on 
environment. This country played a 
key role in shaping the stand of the 
developing countries in voicing the 
concerns ot the Third World, and let¬ 
ting It be known that the global en¬ 
vironment movement can go forward 
only in a spirit of cooperation be¬ 
tween the affluent and the poor. 

Four. The U.S. has never been so 
isolated at any international con¬ 
ference as at the Earth Summit. The 
contradictions between the deve¬ 
loped countries are out in the open. 
The coming years may sharpen this 
conflict as Europe (especially Ger¬ 
many), Japan and the U.S. compete 
for the several hundred billion dollar 
environment market. 

Five. There has been firmness 




among the developing countries. 
There was no compromise on the 
issue of sovereignty, and therefore 
there was no giving in to the 
proposals to create global forest and 
bio-diversity reserves, and insistence 
that any environment fund must be 
administered by an authority which 
has a democratic and transparent 
governing body, with equal say for 
donors and recipients of funds. 

Sir, The South has learnt a few 
hard lessons and Ijas rallied together 
as never before Political differences 
were forgotten as India, China, Pakis¬ 
tan and other G-77 countries stuck 
together to face the American 
onslaught worked earnestly with 
other members of the G-77 and suc¬ 
ceeded in CR’ating divisions amon’g 
the affluent countries The Conven¬ 
tion on Bio-Diversitv adopted at the 
Summit represents a modest but im¬ 
portant victory tor the developing 
world. 

Seven A mapr victory was the 
acceptance of a link between the bio- 
resources and the technology that 
flows from it, thus making a small 
hole in the Intellectual Property 
Rights Issue. 

Fi;^hf. "The Polluter Must Pay" 
principle was effectively highlighted. 
The U.N. Secretary-General, Mr 
Boutros Cihali, stressed the principle 
on the very first day of the summit. 
The Third World pointed forcefully 
(with the full backing of scientific 
documentation) that the affluent na- 
tionsihad caused the problem. The 20 
per cent of the population in the 
countries of the industrialised North 
together emit 80 per cent of the global 
greenhouse gases. The polluters must 
give the money and the technology to 
make possible the change. 

This moral argument was rein¬ 
forced by the fact that there are strong 
environment movements in Europe 
and some of the voluntary organisa¬ 
tions had been referring to the 
"carbon debt" owed by the in¬ 
dustrialised North to the developing 
poor countries. The Americans, as 
President Bush put it, are unwilling 
to change or even modify their life¬ 
style, even though this very life-style 
is responsible for the world's en¬ 
vironmental woes. 



DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

Publishers of KITS for COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 


FOLLOWING KITS ARE AVAILABLE IN ONE VOLUME 


BANK P.O. KIT R8 200 

(For SBI, A»9oelat0 Bank* of SBI and oth*r Nationallaad Bank* 
P.O. Exam.) 

Comprahenalv* Covarag* of T»*t ofRaaaonIng (Logical, Ver¬ 
bal, Non-Verbal, *tc.), Engllah Language (Practical Engileh 
Grammar, Common Error*, Word-Power, etc.), General Aware- 
nee* (All aapect* of General Knowledge Including Lateat Cur¬ 
rent Affaire) A Quantitative Aptitude (Numerical Ability A 
Objective Arithmetic). Solved Example*, Hints A Exercleee, 
Deecriptive Engllah - Propoaitlona and Model Paper* baaed on 
PREVIOUS YEARS'PAPERS 


Civil Servleea Preliminary Exam. 

1. FOUNDATION COURSE IN GENERAL 

STUDIES Rs125 

Provide* Baste Study Material - tor thorough understanding Contains 
Questions from 1992,1991A 1990 Civil Services Prel Exams A Model 
Papers Covers Oeneral, Mental, Numerical ability, History, National 
Movement,Oeography, Indian Polity, Indian Economy A Current Affairs 

2 . GENERAL STUDIES KIT Rs250 

*1800 Pag«B. Authantic & Exhauativa Study Malarial * Covaring 
Qeneral Science, History of India Including National Movement, 
Geography - World A India, Indian Polity, Indian Economy, Oeneral A 
Numerical Ability Latest Current Affairs, Current Economic Scene, 
Census 1991 and Previous Years' Papers (1979-91) 

* Over 7000 Objactiva Multlpla Choice Quaatlona * 

* Over $00 Shor1-Anawar't>uaa1lona * 

3. GENERAL STUDIES Solved Papers (1979-1991)R3 50 

4. SCHEME & SYLLABUS (1992) 

FOR CIVIL SERVICES EXAM. Rs 25 


COMPLETE COURSE 
SERIES 

Contains Exhaustive Study 
Material Objective Questions 
and Spec men Papers based on 
Previous Years Papers 


TEN MODEL PAPERS 

(1200 Objective Questions) 

Each Model Paper has 120 Ques¬ 
tions as per the actual pattern of 
examination Questions from Pre¬ 
vious Years Papers included 


1 

PHYSICS 

RalOO 

1 

BOTANY 

Rs40 

2 

CHEMISTRY 

Rs 100 

2 

ZOOLOGY 

Rs40 

3 

BOTANY 

Rs 90 

3 

SOCIOLOGY 

Rs40 

4 

ZOOLOGY 

RslOO 

4 

HISTORY 

Rs40 

5 

MATHEMATICS 

Rs 90 

S 

POL SCIENCE 

Rs40 

i 

INDIAN HISTORY 

Rs120 

6 

PUBUC ADMN 

RS40 

T 

POUT1CAL SCIENCE 

Rs120 

7 

LAW 

RS40 

i 

SOCIOLOGY 

Rs 90 

8 

ECONOMICS 

Rs40 

3 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Rs 90 

9 

COMMERCE 

Rs40 

10 

LAW 

RslOO 

10 

PHILOSOPHY 

Rs40 


Note for vialtora; Our office is near Deshbandhu College 
Working Daya: Monday - Saturday {9 00AM - 5 00PM) 
Talaphonaa- 6439536/6438423 


DIRECTOR: Prof. R. DHILLON 
M A . P G Dip in Journalism ((Bombay) 

Formerly Head, Daptf of English, Aggaiwal College, Faridabad 
Recipient of 'The HIndualan Time# Medal In Journaliam’. 


I 


N.D.A. Exam. KIT rsiso 

C.D.S. Ex3m. KIT rsiso 

Kits for ND A CDS Examination contain 

I SPECIMEN PAPERS baaed on PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS 
on Engileh, G.K. Current Affair* A Mathematic*. 

II MA THEM A TICS - Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Geometry, Trlgonomefry and Statistic*. 

III ENGUSH LANGUAGE - Practical Engllah Orammar,.Error*, 
Prepositions, Comprehension A Vocabulary. 

IV GENERAL KNOWLEDGE - SCIENCES (Phyelea, Chemistry, 
Life Sciences, Space Science), HUMANITIES (Hletory, Na¬ 
tional Movement, Constitution, Geography, Economy ate.) 

U.P.S.C. INDIAN FOREST SERVICE 
EXAM. KIT. Rs 200 

(For Compulsory Subjects l.e Engllah A General Knowldege) 
Comprehensive Coverage of Essay, Precis-Paragraph, Letter A Report 
Writting Practical English Grammar, Qeneral Knowledge (Qeneral 
Science, History, Geography, Polity, Economy, O K MIeeelleneoue) A 
Latest Current Affairs Solved Papers of Engileh A General Knowledge 
of 1991 Exam and unsolved Papers of all subject* 

M.B.A. KIT Rs 200 

(For Admission teats of CA T (l.l. M. ’s) XLRIA Other lii- 
etitutesAJnlvereltiee) 

Kit covers Engllah Language (Practical Engileh Grammar, Er¬ 
rors, Prepositions, Comprehension A Vocabulary), Intel¬ 
ligence A Reasoning (Verbal, Non-Verbal, Logical Reasoning 
A Data Interpretation), Arithmetic, Numerical Ability, General 
Science (All Basic Sciences), General Knowledge A Model 
Papers baaed on PREVIOUS YEARS’PAPERS. 

S.S.C. TRANSMISSION EXECUTIVE 

EXAM. KIT Ra200 

(General A Production) 

Kit covers all the three subject* of the written exam. Exhaustive Study 
Material A Objective Multiple Choice Questions In Oeneral InIMIIgenee. 
(Logical, Verba! A Non-Verbal) English Language (Practical English 
Grammar, Vocabulary, Sentence Structure, Synonyms, Antonyms, 
Comprehension) A Qeneral Awareness (Qeneral Science, Hletory, 
Geography, Economy, Constitution, Cultural Heritage of India A Leteel 
Current Affairs) 

S.S.C. ASSISTANTS GRADE EXAM. KIT Rs 150 

S.S.C. INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE, 
INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM. KIT Rs 150 

S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS, 

AUDITORS & U.D.C. EXAM. KIT Rs150 


Our Kits are patterned on latest Scheme and Syllabus. 
Entire Syllabus covered thoroughly. Ample Study 
Material, Important Concepts, FormuMe, Solved Examples 
and Objective Multiple Choice Questions. 


* PIsass Remit the Full emount (Price of desired 
book/booke plus Re. 10 per book for postage) by 
M.O./Bank Draft. 

* Books will be sent by Regd. Book Poet only. 

* VPP orders will not be executed. 

* Write Name and Full address on M.O. Coupon 
In CAPITAL LETTERS. 


DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

E~84 (F. Floor), KALKAJI, NEW DELHI-110 019 









AKtlCLe 


Harshad’s Multi-Thousand Crore 
Scam 


Stuiiiiiii,'^ dificlofiiiirn limu' been 
nuiiie bif the enquiri/ connnitlee that 
probed tree ])idin't! bi^^^^est bunk 
fieenrilie'i jruiid and allied finaneial ir- 
ref>iihintiefi committed in recent 
months And pet, it is Mieved, that the 
inveslip^atin^ teams have scratched onlp 
the surface of the scandal. More seizures 
of shares and other assets are hein;f made 
as the probe pro;fresses. 

I N the course of ti few weeks nuiny 
myths have been shattered, the 
image of many leading financial in¬ 
stitutions has suffered irreparable 
damage, the reputation of many in¬ 
dividuals has gone with the wind 
and many amazing bank transactions 
have been brought to light. Public 
confidence in the banking system 
and also in Mutual Funds organised 
by some banks has consequently 
been shaken. All these devek)pments 
have taken place largely through the 
activities of a 37-year old brash, bold 
and brave Bombay share broker who 
built a financial empire worth a 
hundred crores and more over a 
period of a few months. Pursuing 
slick, subtle operations in close col¬ 
laboration with some leading 
bankers, Harshad Mehta mano¬ 
euvred the share market as had never 
been done before. 

The facts of the massive scandal 
read like fiction. But Harshad Mehta 
claims that he did not violate any 
laws, rules or established practices. 
He did not perform any underhand 
operations, nor did he cheat or 
deceive anyone (so far as is known) 
and yet he became a fabulously rich 
man in a short time. The Reserve 
Bank of India failed to monitor 
regularly a whole series of inter-bank 
the transactions and was also guilty 
of other lapses. Its Governor, 
managers and other senior staff knew 
^whaf happening but did nothing 
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to stop it. The entire financial system, 
especially widely prevalent securities 
and bank receipts system, has been 
undermined and the existing 
loopholes have been ruthlessly ex¬ 
ploited. The result is "the most slhik- 
ing scandal in free India" which has 
gravely impaired the credibility of 
the Government and the banks for 
the functioning of which the Union 
Finance Ministry, the Reserve Bank of 
India, together with the Securities 
and Fxchange Board, were supposed 
to be fully responsible. There have 
been gross violations of RBI 
guidelines by banks and other finan¬ 
cial institutions. 

Sequence of Events: The finan¬ 
cial fraud and the various malprac¬ 
tices, the collusion and conspiracies 
at high levels are by no means a se¬ 
quel to the 1991 or 1992 economic 
reforms or the current year's budget. 
The history of the scandal can be 
traced to certain steps taken in Sep¬ 
tember, 1990, if not earlier. At that 
time officials of the Income Tax 
Department .seized a part of Harshad 
Mehta's assets valued at Rs 4.80 
crore. Few suspected at the time that 
the seizure was only the tip of an 
iceberg. The explanation was 
Mehta's lapse in failing to file the reep 
uisite income tax returns and paying 
the tax due from him. He was found 
to have violated Sections 44-AA and 
44-A B of the Income Tax Act for 
failure to maintain proper accounts 
and getting them auditcxl. If only he 
had taken care to pay income tax and 
had conformed to the requirements 
of the Income Tax Act, he would 
probably have been left free to carry 
cm his role as the "big bull" of the 
share and securities network. The 
country might not have become 
aware of the massive scandal. 

Throughout 1991 Harshad 
Mehta continued his masterly ac¬ 


tivities, making fools of many people 
in the process. He built an unbeliev¬ 
able fortune the^iige dimensions of 
which have been discovered only 
now. He remained virtually un¬ 
touched; in fact, he managed to enlist 
the cooperation of more persons 
holding key positions in certain 
banks, including the country's most 
prestigious and leading bank—the 
State Bank ot India (SBl). 

In April, 1992, some function¬ 
aries suddenly found that the'bank 
did not possess securities worth Rs 
f>22 crore though its books indicated 
that it did posst»ss them. Soon after 
1 larshad Mehta learnt about the un¬ 
expected development, he reportedly 
paid the entire amount to the State 
Bank of India. From where he ob¬ 
tained the amount and who helped 
him at that stage is not definitely 
known. Evidently, there were several 
leading figures, including bank 
chairman, directors and financial in¬ 
stitutions ever willing to oblige him. 
He was almost a king and certainly in 
a position to command control of 
massive amounts of money. The CBl 
has already taken possession of 
numerous shares owned by him. 
Boxes containing sharers worth Rs 40 
crore were seized by the CBI from a 
Delhi house in the third week of June. 
The Union Finance Minister asserted 
in mid-June, 1992, that on February 
28 this year he had ordered a raid on 
Harshad Mehta's premises in Bom¬ 
bay. In April reports published in 
newspapers brought to light several 
glaring features of the scam. On April 
30 the Finance Minister, on finding 
that the affair had assumed discon¬ 
certing proportions, announced in 
Parliament that it would hold a full 
enquiry into the matter. 


On f^ay 11, when repeatedly 
pressed by M.P.s, the Finance Mini¬ 
ster finally ordered an otquby . into 
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.. . Ill . . 

the fiticincidl se.tndiil The oiujuiry 
committee wab headed by Mr K 
Madhavan. On May 14 the CHI or¬ 
dered seizure of the properties of 
Harshad Mehta and his * lose as- 
s<Kiates. The bank ac«.t>imts of the 
Mehta's family meinK'rs were fn>zen 
and also his transactions m the stock 
markets. 

On May I*! the Governing Board 
of the Bombay Stock Exchange 
suspended the membership of 
Mehta, his wife (also a registered 
share broker) and his brother. The 
bubble burst; a commentator wrote- 
"King Bull has kxst his kingdom." 

The committee of cncjuiry ap¬ 
pointed by the Reserve Bank of India 
(its report was published on June 3) 
revealed that the total amount in- 
vovled in the irregular transactions 
made by some leading biinks and 
financial institutions aggregated Rs 
3078.63 crore. This body made a 
thorough probe in a short time, it 
gave details of the transactions and 
also named the parties involvc'd (SBI, 
National I lousing Bank, ‘^tate Bank 
of baurashtra, SIM Capital Markets 
Ltd / Standarci Charterexi Ikink, the 
Bank ot karad and some othei in¬ 
stitutions) Later reports and en¬ 
quiries disclosed that the amount 
involved in the scam was probably 
much larger. 

The committee made a series of 
recommendations designed to 
pawent rcvurmiue of such malprac¬ 
tices. The Union Government ac- 
ceptexi the report and initialed action. 
Several arrc'sts were made, many 
raids were conducted, scores of tell¬ 
tale dcKniments and shares (owncxl 
by llarsh.id Mehta) worth croms of 
rupees wca* recovered Raids wea' 
conducted in Bombay, Bangalore, 
Delhi and several other places whem 
fiarshad Mehta had established of¬ 
fices. These raids yielded lakhs worth 
of shaics and considerable tash 
which have not been accounted for 

On June 6 the President of India 
. promulgated an ordinance em¬ 
powering the Government to attach 
inovable,and immovable property of 
. any person involvc'd in the offences 
committed. The ordinance, described 
“ 68 the Spedal Court (Trial of Offences 
.jHeiating . hi the Transactions in 
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Securities) Ordinance, 1W2, stipu¬ 
lates that a special court would be set 
up for the trial of such offences. 

Harshad's technique: Investiga¬ 
tions and detailed eiiquiric's have 
revealed that following his long and 
highly fruitful activities in the stock 
market, Harshad Mehta had almost 
perfi'ctcxl a tcxrhnkjue which, thanks 
to the collusion of a tew top men of 
some banks and others, worked 
well—to the immense benefit ot Har¬ 
shad Mehta. I le otfeied swapping of 
low-yield ing government bonds pus- 
sessed by the State Bankot India (SBI) 
in exchange for high-yielding ones, 
f le agre-ed to sell back, later, the high- 
yielding bonds to the SBI at a lower 
price. He then sold the high-yielding 
bonds in the market. New bonds 
were bought when the "coupon 
rates" were enhanced. Mehta bxuight 
back the bonds at a lower pnee. 

Thus he cornered the profits and 
the SBI bonds wen.* siippostxl to have 
bex'n n'tumc'd. Butactually he did not 
n'tum them An officx’r of the bank 
wrongly mported that the transaction 
had Iwen squared up. The borrowed 
securities were utilised to borrow 
money from banks to plough it into 
the slwk market A vital role was 
played by the bankers' receipts 
which showed that he had the bonds 
with him. The discrep»incy bctwcx’ii 
the value's of the socunlic’s involvcxi 
v\as discovered and the game was 
up 

Financial experts now concede 
I hat Harshad Mehta (the "big bull") 
brought ingenuity and a seemingly 
unexceptionable technique u>r 
making money rapidly, probably 
laughing m his slc*eves at the willing¬ 
ness of people to fall victims to the 
conspiracy. The share prices were 
thus raised artificially; sick corn- 
panic's made "profits" and there was 
a bixim in the share market, all as a 
result ot manoeuvermg. Harshad. 
Mehta walki'd about wiBi crores of 
rupee's virtually in his piH'ket (che- 
quo-book.s galore) and fat bank 
balances at several centres. 

It is amazing that the Reserve 
Bank of India and Union Finance 
Ministry Officials failed to see 
through the ploys. They Seem to have 
wpken up to the harsh realities<>t the , 


Harshad game when the cximmittee 
headed by the Deputy Governor, 
Mr R. Janakiraman, sent in his 
report (a preliminary one) which 
showed a massive si^ualfl^df IJank 
funds. The general pubfid Were 
shocked. No wonder tfitfre'Wj^ a 
loud demand for resignation of 
both the Finance Minismr artd the 
Reserve Bank Governor. The moral 
responsibility was theirs;about this 
there is no doubt. 

But in Ihe imddie of June Dr 
Manmohan Singh dismissed opposi¬ 
tion M F.s' demand that he must quit 
in tile light of the sc'curities scam. 
"My conduct is an open book", he 
declared. "I have not joined the 
Goveniment for money or to enrich 
my family or friends. If anyone has 
evidence against me, let him pass it 
on to iheCBl." He said theCBI would 
have full trcxxlom to invcstigate> his 
conduct as Finance Minister. 

According to him, there is a con¬ 
siderable difference between the 
Mundhra scandal which virtually 
compelled the then Finance Minister 
to resign btxause of the allegation 
that the transactions betwc*cn Mr 
Mundhra and the LIC were ordeivd 
at the instance of the Union Finance 
Ministry. 

The accusiition against the Union 
Finance Minister is not one of com¬ 
plicity or misappropriation of bank 
hinds. In fact no one has alleged that 
the Finance Minister has ever 
resorlcxl to unethical methods. But it 
is a question of beanng the mtwal i 
responsibility tor what has happened 
almost under the nose of the* Finance 
Ministry and the Reserve Bank. If, as 
the Janakiraman committee has con-' 
tended, the apc'x banking institution 
in the country was hilly aware of the 
scandalous deals in the stock and 
share markets and also of the misuse 
of bank funds (the public sector 
banks were diiectly involved in the 
scandal), someone must suffer for the 
serious lapse. The Government is 
making efforts to bring the guUty per¬ 
sons to txxik, but that IS not enough. 

A complete overhaul of the present 
banking system js evidently caBed 
for in o^er4o eliminate mismantee- 
ment, fraud and corruption. The 
neioi6 between bank<m 4 tnd bn^kent 
certainly needs to be brolf^ ' . 
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ECONOMIC SCENE 


PIsitwt Econointc Performanca 

Q, The government's fiscal and 
monetary policies have a poor 
showing (Reserve Bank of India). 
Comment 

Ans. The assessment of the In¬ 
dian economy by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) in its annual report on 
Curraicy and F/iwiitv, 19W-91, is a sad 
commentary on the government's fis¬ 
cal and monetary policies. Some of 
the facts that lead to this conclusion 
may be enumerated here. 

Negative points: The unaKited 
inflation during the last year, not¬ 
withstanding the fiscal and monetary 
measures (some quite drastic) taken 
by the government, is a major con¬ 
cern mainly because it is con¬ 
centrated in primary commodities 
such as foodgrahis^ vegetable, sugar 
and edible oils. Prices have tended to 
increase even in respect of com¬ 
modities which are not in short supp¬ 
ly- 

Both the narrow money (Mi) and 
the broad money (Mi) registered sub¬ 
stantial increases 25.2 per cent and 
19.5 per cent, respectively, during 
1991-92. Correspondingly the growth 
in 1990-91 was as low as 16.8 per cent 
and 15.9 per cent. Tlic sharp rise in 
M .1 is traced to the unexpected surge 
in the net foreign excliange asseN of 
the banking sector. All the same it 
remains a fact that the government 
policies to rein in the money supply, 
an avowed objective of the fiscal ad¬ 
justment programme, failed to make 
a substantial impact on the price 
level. 

The inflationary impact of the 
monetary expansion was com- 

? oundea by ^ueeze on imports. 

hese were necessary first to con¬ 
serve the foreign exchange and 
secondly to reduce the impact of the 
cofi^y.totports in the wake of rupee 
deviutU|t(on. The curbs have bwn 
lately i^xed as tlw foreign exchange 
sihiatkm eased. 


The stagnation in agricultural 
output in 1991-92 and the con^uent 
low procurement of foodgrains has 
also fuelled the price spiral. The 
foodgrain production is placed at 
around 171.1-172.6 million ton, as 
against the pawious vear's level of 
176.2 million ton. Tfie tomistocks 
were lower by 4.72 million ton at 
14.46 million ton at the end of 
January 1992. This Ls not the place to 
explain the cause of the shortlall in 
buffer stocks but it bears a mention 
that it was more the creation of anti¬ 
social elements who enticed the 
'greedy' farmers to hold the grain as 
the traders promised to pav a higher 
price if they pledge to do so. And this, 
despite the highei pnxurement price 
of Rs 280 a quintal of wheat as against 
Rs 250 fixed initially by the govern¬ 
ment. 

hor the first time sintv 1980-81, 
the industrial prodiutum during 
April-December, 1991, slided down, 
primarily because of the pixii j^H'rfor- 
mance of the manufacturing sector 
whose output drastically decreased 
by 2.7 per cent from 10.8 per cent in 
the previous year. 

The decline is attributed to im¬ 
port curbs which had been neces¬ 
sitated by the necxl to reduce the 
pressure on the outgo tit foreign ex¬ 
change reserves, already in short 
supply 

The Clross Domestic Product 
growth foi 1991-92 is estimated at 2 5 
per cent which is the lowest ever. 

Positive Points: The spurt in 
fori'ign exchange reserves following 
the liK'ralisation policies on tratjle 
and industrial fronts, abolition of the 
licence raj and the incentives to 
fomign investors to invest in India 
.stand out as landmarks. The fiscal 
and monetary poiiciL>s pavexi the way 
to revive confidence of the interna¬ 
tional agencies in the vast poten¬ 
tialities of India's economy. Tiiis, in 
turn, helped conhdence-building of 
the nation. The dafk clouds of the 


woKt-ever economic crisis have dis¬ 
appeared. 

Hie trade deceit is Ufceiy to hav« 
narrowed down which is a bi^ con¬ 
solation. But the way it was achieved,' 
that is by resort to import restrictkiink 
rather than through export expah*; 
Sion does not give one a cheer. 'Die 
deficit sharply dwindled to under 
$ 2.5 billion in 1991-92 from ov& S; 
billion dollar in 1990-91. 


Population Policy j 

Q. "The rapid growth 0#i 
populaion is one of the greatest 
riers to economic growm and SOtiijl 
well-being of the people in thtfj 
world." (Robert S. McNamara). ^ i 
plain and suggest a suitable poptda-.^ 
tion policy. >| 

Ans. Growth trends: The pro-1 
blems of population have been thS'j 
iiKUb of attention of demographers,, 
economists and sociologists sincej 
Malthus propounded the well-; 
known Maltnusian Theory of 
Population. Ptipulatiim is no longer 
viewed as merely a problem of num-' 
bers. A new twist has been given to It, 
namely, how the rapid growth of} 
population affects, and is affected by,| 
sodo-camomic development and en-f 
\ ironiTK'nt The question amfrontingjj 
tile worlii, the tliird world, in par-[ 
ticular, is how it can be d^Ioyed as| 
an asset and how to minimise its 
being a liability. I 

Former President of the Works 
Bank, Mr McNamara one of 
(hampioi}.s of this Approach. 

It needs no laboured aigument 
csl.iblish that the population growth 
both globally and in India, has beer 
on an unprecedented scaleduring th 
recent past. It took overa million yea^ 
for the world population to reach or 
billion in 1800 A.D. The second W 
lion was added in 130 years, the thi 
in 30 years and the fourth in 15 
The population rose by 60 per i 
touch 5.4 billion in just 23 years 
3.4 billion in 1968. India too h 
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I fflWWn by about the same pereeiitage 
j (to SbS million in 1992 

* The United Nations estimates an 
I addition of about 1(X) million in llie 
^ world in a year during this deiade or 

<i billion bv the end ot the tentury 
J Thi« intludes In million per annum 
<’ increase in Ipdia 0\ ei 9() pei cent ot 
the population giou Ih is taking plate 
I in the developing ttiuntries I his is 
fer in excess of the tapacity of othci 
resoiiices to iibsorb 7ht ' surfeit' ot 

* manpmvei ttases to be an asset It 
results in abjLi t poverty 

riie Malthusian dtictrine of 
population stressed that there are 
hmils to giowth of pojiulation and 
sustainable dccolopment tor better 
life Ihe rise in population means in¬ 
crease in per capita consumption 
which at the rate of 2 per cent per veai 
would be 8 times gieater than today 
by the end ot the next century I his 
vcould requiie 2() times increase in 
consumption ot phvsical resouucs 
This IS unsustainable Ihe lesult is 
perpetual po\c'it\ and the solution 
population conliol through 
deliberate action if einironment is 
not to be damaged 

India occupies the piide of place 
for its initiatnes to contain the 
population growth It was in early 
IVSOs Kesoit was taken to family 
planning less childien properl\ 
Spaced out in a family Ihe growth 
trends during the last sc \ ei al ciecades 
has revealed that the desired lesiilts 
haw eluded the [x>licv-makers Mr 
McNamara points out that among 
other things, the Indian government 
adopted sluirt term mcsisuresand the 
campaign lor leduction in fertility 
rates lacked emphasis cm enhancing 
the status ot women and cm icduc mg 
infant mortality and increasing the 

f ace ot cxonoinic and scKial advance 
hese are medium and long-term 
'Measures w hic h should complement 
j|nd support the shoit term policy 

Female literacy should be an im¬ 
portant m^iedicnt of policies ad¬ 
dresses.! to decelerate the population 
growth At the same lime, the age ot 
marriageshouldberaiscd The law in 
loTce in conntvlion with the age of 
M^rnage must be implementcs.! tailh- 
(ully What IS noticc'd is that it is ob- 
aierved more bv breach than by 


observance, especially by the rural 
people and the poor section of 
soaety 

He has also suggested estab¬ 
lishment of a National Population 
Council and State Population Coun¬ 
cils 

“Save Earth” Summit 

Q. Write a short note on the is¬ 
sues involved in the "Save Earth" 
campaign launched at Rio de 
Janeiro (Brazil). 

Ans. I or the first time ever 100 
I leads of States and governmenN of 
180 developed and developing 
countries recognised at the United 
Nations Conterence on Environment 
and Development that the time has 
come now to save the Mother f arth 
which has been exploited since the 
advent of the mdiisinal revolution It 
were the attluent countries first to do 
it and now the devc'lopmg countries 
have started showing that they can¬ 
not lag far bc'hind 

Whal exactly are the preblenis? 
As T K Malthus Icmg ago pointcxl out 
the natural resources gilted by natuie 
to mankind to "live , which came to 
be identified with ' live luxurmiisly 
and in plenty not in poverty and 
degradation, aie severely limited 
I hc'v must, thcretore, be' used pru¬ 
dently I he emphasis on plenty 
brought pollution and over-exploita- 
tum of the* resources The trend must 
be so reverscti that what man draws 
fiom nature to sustain himself leaves, 
at least, so much as is necessary for 
nature to sustain itself—mav it be 
land, water or air 

It IS no longer a national issue but 
a global one As Prune Minister PV 
Narasiinha Kao observed in his in- 
auguial address at the UNCED "all 
the issues before us are integral links 
in a single chain, a single package to 
save the earth' In a wider perspec¬ 
tive environment and development 
aie insepaiable We cannot have con¬ 
servation ot environment without 
promise' of development At the same 
time, we must ensure that the af¬ 
fluence of some IS not derived from 
the poverty of many Therefore, the 
North and South have to forge a bond 
ot cooperation This cannot, of 
course, De a bland agreement, acd^- 

able to one and all, but the sati^ao 

*■ 


tion of the needs and recjuireipents of 
one nation must not inflict untold 
sacrifice on others A spirit of give- 
and-take' needs to be adopted. 

A few useful and practical sug¬ 
gestions that Mr Rao s^’lt out at the 
conference were 

1 All countries must make 
credible commitments And to set the 
ball rolling he instantaneously of¬ 
fered India's readiness to do so For 
instance, India has made some head¬ 
way in the dcveloptnent of technol¬ 
ogy for generating solar energy and 
wind energy India was prepared to 
share the technology with other 
countnes interested in it The known 
technology is uneconomic at the mo¬ 
ment but he expressed the confidence 
that if a determined bid were made to 
achieve economies of scale, the suc¬ 
cess IS within reach 

He, however, added that he is not 
'm' tor transfei of technology but 
training and adaptation of it suitcxi to 
the countnes' circumstances He 
tirmly opposc'd the idea of technol¬ 
ogy iransler and urged stopping the 
transfer of destructive technologies 
which alone would provide the in¬ 
centive for the development of en- 
V itonmenl-fnendly tcxrhnologies 

As a corollary to this, joint ven¬ 
ture on joint technology R & D nctxi 
be encouraged In tins the developed 
nations with vast potential of R & D 
c an play a premnnent role 

2 Large-scale awareness 
programmes in the developed and 
developing countries arc needed to 
bo encouraged 

3 Mr Rao urged serious con¬ 
sideration of the Planet Protection 
Fund which was designed to make all 
countnes bear an cxiuitable financial 
burden for accessing envinmmental- 
fnendly countries 'This idea was ini¬ 
tially mooted by his prc'decessor, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi 

4 For preserving bio-diversity, 
he suggestesd the creation of a Gene 
Bank It may be acJded, however, that 
the US refused to sign the Bio-diver- 
sity Pact while most of the nations 
dill ImniCaily, while the US wanted 
to globalise the natural resources of 
the developing countries, it would 
exclude forests m that country be¬ 
cause they were privatdy owned. 
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The Authoritarian, Ego-centric 
l^onality 


j ^(inition 

! authoritdrian personality is a 

j unhealthy type of personality 
( lhat stands in the way of self-ac- 
^ tualization or the realisation of one's 
' full inherent potentials, the most fun- 
I damental goal of the human per- 
« sonality. 

Authoritarianism has been 
described as 'false mastery'. 
"Authoritarians, for all their preten¬ 
sions to mastery, tend inwardly to be 
chronically depressed and unhappy 
people, suffering from an almost total 
lack of real human fulfilment, secret¬ 
ly aware that they are bumbling 
through life chasing some unknt>wn 
inhuman thing, being tolerated but 
never really respected by others, and 
suffering riom blind inert aca'ptance 
of their fates." He is a victim of 
boredom, stress and frustration. 

An authoritarian is a person who 
lacks real self-confidence, who has a 
weak ego, and who clings to his 
authority figure as a helpless infant 
Clings to his mother. He is nothing 
without those who blindly follow 
him. He has no real authority over 
, 'himself because he accepts artificial 
limits placed on him by society and 
lets his frustration out on others. 

'Authoritarian' is generally con¬ 
sidered a bad thing because it 
restricts, stifles others as well as the 
I. original authoritarian. 

/ 'Psychologically' the term 
, 'authoritarian personality' is defined 
’ thus by Krech and Crutchfield: "A 
' 'cluster of traits found in some per- 
'Sons. ft includes high degree of con- 
I formity, dependence on authority, 
r over-control of feelings and impul- 
^'s«s, and rigidity of thinking. 

! Key Traits of the Authoritarian 
r^raonafity 

following are the key traits of 
X the authoritarian personality; 
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Conformity: Conformity means 
the yielding of the individual's 
judgement of action to gn>up pres¬ 
sure arising from a conflict between 
his own opinion and that maintained 
by the group The essence of con¬ 
formity is yielding to group pressure. 

One approach to personality is 
to study the measurable traits of 
the individual. Traits are defined 
as characteristics that can be 
observed or listed objectively or 
inferred from observable, 
measurable behaviour. These are 
often called dimensions of 
personality. Some of these traits 
are desirable while some others 
are undesirable ones. The 
desirable traits are the assets of 
personality; the undesirable traits 
are its liabilities or handicaps. 
The secret of developing a good 
plus personality is the 
determination to cultivate good 
personality traits and to cure 
yourself of undesirable traits. 

In this paper an attempt is made 
to point out some undesirable 
personality traits so that you 
may analyse and shed them. It 
will take energy and perseverance 
to do so but the effort will be 
worth your while. 


It is opposed to independence of 
judgement and action, wherein the 
individual makes up his own mind 
being able to take the group ot leave 
it, as his own good sense would dic¬ 
tate. Conformity is rampant today. 
Indeed our age has been called fHe 
Age of Conformity. Most*pr*rsor ^ re 


conformists; they follow, they never 
create; the non-conformist alone is a 
creative ^fson. According to the 
psychologist T.W.* Adorne, "Con¬ 
formity is one of the major expres¬ 
sions of lack of an internal focus." By 
this he means that an authoritarian 
person is motivated, virtually 
governed by opinions and social for¬ 
ces external to himself; he is weak 
when it comes to relying on his own 
independent sets of values, beliefs, 
instincts. 

Dependence on Aulhonty: An 
authoritarian person is submissive to 
established authority. He rarely 
strays from established, pre-pack¬ 
aged lines on any subject. In be¬ 
haviour he is typically submissive 
and dependent on authority in con¬ 
trast to the more autemomous person 
who challenges authority and refuses 
to accept things as they are simply 
because an authority figure or in¬ 
stitution decrees they should be so. 
He is a slave of custom and tradition 
which inhibit his freedom of choice 
and independence. "There is no 
tyrant like custom", says Christian 
Bovee, "and no freedom where its 
edicts are not resisted." 

Orvr Control of Fivling>< and Impul¬ 
ses: The authoritarian personality 
tends to exhibit emotional constraint, 
indirect expression of hostility, lack 
of spontaneity and repression of im¬ 
pulse to a far greater degree. 

Over-senaHveness is a big per¬ 
sonality handicap. An over-sensitive 
person is distressed by little an¬ 
noyances, pin-pricks that do not 
bothtt" normally sensitive folk. His 
nerves are always on ed^. He adopts 
a boxer's stance mentafly as soon as 
pec^e come around. He throws up 
defaces before they are needed or 
retires hurt and <?rest-fallen ctyingi 
He forgets insults he him^lf adr 
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' ministers and remembers only the 
af^r^nt apathy and callousness of 
otners. He forgets that others are 
human just as he is. It dix*s not pay to 
’ be over-sensitive and to bicker over 
trivialities with others Don't be a 
fuss-pot. Don't turn pin-pricks into 
tn^edies. 

A famous television star devised 
a wonderful system for coping with 
vicious and insulting poison-pen Ict- 
* ters. He mailed the ommdmg missive 
right back to the sender with this note 
of his: ""ITie enclosed letter arrived on 
my desk a few days ago. I am sending 
it to you in the belief that as a respon¬ 
sible citi/en you should know that 
some idiot is sending out letters over 
your signatures. Cordially.." 

Rigidily of thinking: The 
authoritarian personality is rigid in 
' thinking. He has a one-track men¬ 
tality. Rigidity has been aptly called 
uncreative dcodness. Like a rigid char¬ 
acter in W.S. Maugham's novel OJ 
Human Bondage, he lays "an exag¬ 
gerated stress on not changing one's 
mind". He is reluctant to entertain 
any thoughts that conflict with his 
own pre-conceived ideas. There is no 
way to reach him. In him rigidity ex¬ 
tends from thought into habits and 
behaviour. He fears change m any 
form. He is like a Duke of Cambridge 
credited with the saying, "Any 
change in whatever direction for 
whatever reason is strongly to be 
deprecated." This malady of rigidity 
affevts him and all those around him 
with anxiety, depression and 
boredom. 

Stubbornness is a personality- 
■ liability. A stubborn individual does 
not hold opinions: they hold him. 
There is nothing so obnoxious as a 
man who is always right, never com¬ 
promises, and is the happiest when 
lie can get into a hot, unreasonable 
. argument. He never admits his 
shortcomings; he is never wrong. . 

Narrow-mindedness and fana¬ 
ticism are forms of stubbornness. A 
man of rigid personality is dogmatic. 
He is unable to appreciate the other 
person's point of view. He gives the 
■impression that he cannot be con- 
jfVbwed about anything. 

IrrW^ty: Another undesirable 
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personality trait of an audioritarian is 
irritability. A man who is irritable has 
a defensive personality. He doubts 
the sincenty of liis friends; is easily 
offended and resents any criticism. 
One disparaging word and he ex¬ 
plodes. 1 lis irritability stems from his 
dissatisfaction with himself and he 
expresses it by projecting his unhap¬ 
piness on to others. He uses this 
mechanism to dissipate his uncon¬ 
scious bottled-up self-hatred. Some 
one else has to suffer for his sorrows. 
His up-set is chronic. He cannot 
shake off other people's abusiveness. 
He allows himself to be swayed a w'ay 
by his emotions. He lacks self-con- 
tn>l 

Ego-ccntrialy Ego-centricity is a 
serious personality handicap An 
ego-centric person is self-centred, 
that IS he is interested primarily in 
himself and his own concerns and 
indifferent to the concerns of others. 
He appraises everything in the terms 
of "How docs It affect me^" His is 
strictly a "What can I gain?" attitude. 
There is tix) much of 'T in his per¬ 
sonality make-up. 

An ego-centric person is vain, 
conceited and selfish. He thinks that 
the world moves only around him. 
As Dr Caprio puts in, "He fails to 
realize that he is just a speck in the 
great wide world." A moderate 
amount of egoism and pride are nor¬ 
mal. But excessive vanity, over-es¬ 
timation or self-conceit are serious 
defects in personality. 

Intolerance of Ambigutlj/: Another 
key trait of the authoritarian per¬ 
sonality is a low tolerance for am¬ 
biguity (fl« expression of doiihtful or 
double meaning). He finds it difficult to 
tolerate or manage inconsistencies 
and surprises. I le tends to display a 
generalised tendency to dichotomise 
(to divide in two parts) the world. 
Things and people are seen as all 
good or all bad; the world is blatk or 
white. For them all Jews are Shylbeks; 
all teenagers are rowdy; all women 
arc wily; all men are only after sex; 
this generation is going to the dogs; 
all modern art is tripe; all 
psychiatrists arc phonies. Their ideas 
tend to be stereo-typed. Their talk hgs 
a flavour of do^atism; of black- 
white thinkii^. ’ 


An authoritarian tends to think 
of himself as perfectionist. One of his 
pet sayings’is 'A place ffw eveiy thing 
and everything in its place'. He can¬ 
not adjust to the idea that in this life 
few things or people will stay where 
he wants them for long. 

Anti-Intellectualism: The authori¬ 
tarian is anti-intellectual, distrustful 
of thinkers, philosophers, psy¬ 
chologists, professors etc. Sample his 
typical remarks, "Oh, those profes¬ 
sors, they are all a«bunch of commies 
(bleeding-heart liberals, egg-heads, 
book worms). They don't know what 
the hell they're talking about when it 
comes to the real world." 

Anti-lntrospcction: The autho¬ 
ritarian tends to be anti-introspective. 
He resists lixiking inward into his 
own behaviour pattern. He refuses to 
look in the mirror, psychologically 
speaking. He places all hope and 
blame for everything on the exter¬ 
nal. 

Paranoia' The authoritarian also 
tends to be paranoiac. (Paranoia 
means “psychologically abnormal"—a 
form of insanity charat. tensed by fi.\ed 
delusions, esp of grandeur, pride, per- 
scLUtion) Since he harbours so many 
illusions of superiority over others 
and secretly feels that others must 
view him the same way, he suffers 
from delusions of persecution. His 
basic distrust of himself makes him 
suspicious about every human en¬ 
counter. He believes that every one is 
out to get every one else, that "You 
always have to watch out for yourself 
and get the other guy before he gets 
you". He is, therefore, a victim of 
scepticism (inclined to disbelieve) 
and irrational fear rather than spon¬ 
taneous and natural. 

Anti-Weakness; He is also anti- 
weakness, equating weakness with 
evil. He subscribes to every man the 
survival of the fittest philosophy 
known as Social Darwinism, which 
says, "Those who can't make it on 
their own in this competitive world 
shouldn't be coddled and protected; 
their failures are nature's way of 
weeding out the weakest links in the 
human evoBffjonary chain." He thus 
tends to.oppose all fenms of social 
welfare. 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1 ambte: (a) ride (b) run (c) meditate W) hate 

2. bunkum: (a) pleasant (W nonsense (c) ugly (d) 
strength 

3 chortle; (a) harass (W embarrass (c) complain W) 
chuckle 

4 deft: (a) dirty (b) skilful (c) awful W) cheerful 

5 erratic: (a) foreign (b) native (c) abnormal (d) 

local 

6 fatuous: (a) humble (b) arrogant <() vain (d) quiet 

7 garish: (a) showy (b) stinking (i) exceptional (d) 
passive. 

8 hog-wash: (a) rational (b) talkative (t) mixlest (d) 
nonsense 

9 implicate: (a) invite (b) involve (i) donate (d) 

lend 

10 laggard: (a) whisper (b) protest (t) la/y (d) suffer¬ 
ing 


11 minion: (a) official (W subordinate (0 private (d) 
confusion 

12 nibble: (a) show (caution) (b) rush (c) defy (d) 
obey 

13 probity: (a) paiblem (b) solution (c) expression 
(d) integrity 

14. quizzical: (a) strange (b> valid (c) inquinng (d) 
deadly 

15 ruse: (a) denial (b) trick (c) defiance (d) hritatiQn. 

16 scam; (a) scheme (dishonest) (b) idea Hr) sacrifice 
(d) agreement 

17 tantrum: (a) ht (b) storm (c) speed (d) devotee. 

18 under-world: (a) godown (b) criminal (place) (e) 
balcony (d) granary 

19 vegetate: (a) develop (b) grow (c) stagnate (d) 
submit 

20 wag (m): (a) humorist (b) scholar (c) speaker (d) 
orator 


ANSWERS 

I amble* (n) rideX,-vdlk Icteurcly 

11 minion (W sulxirdinate/assistant 

—^Whilt' the pet>plc were anxiously Wiiibng for the minister 

—The dictator and his were' put to di-ath after they 

some police constdbles came aiiihlw^ down the road 

w ue ov c rlhrown in a coup 

2 bunkum: (h) non-sense 

12 nibble (ii) show caution 

—Don t believe what lie is saying—it is pure hiinkiiin and 

Ik nibbled at mv idea/proposal but vc'ould not make a 

fabncatiun of facts 

definite dec isKin 

S chortle* (d) chuckle/repice/laugh 

n probity: (d) integrity, hunestv, lectitude 

—When 1 told Ihem what had tuippened to me thev all 

India IS still a counti\ of persons with prove n probity .ind 

chortleii with mirth 

^vrcc'pticm who ran show the wav to the world 

4 deft (b) skiltul/quick 

1 1 quu/ical. (c) inquiiing, c|uc'btioning, interrogative 

—It IS a treat to watch hei deftly dealing with the hostile press 

—While answering the lorrcspondi nts' questions .i former 

correspondents' questions 

pnme minister used to make use of hts qur.uril tone 

5 erratic (c) abnormal, unreliable, odd 

1“' ruse, (b) (Tick stratagem 

—His tTratii behaviour with the customers It'd to the do .ure 

— A successful ^vilitician is always alert and adept in thinkmg 

of his shop/establishment 

up a rusi to outw it his opponents 

ft fatuous: (i)vam, foolish, stilv 

16 scam (a) scht'inc (dishonc'st), scandal 

— Although the artist was known for his fatwi/s 

—Ihe recent revelations sluiw that the 'sc'curities ^wn was 

remarks/style, yet he was quite dear to the people 

not limited to one bank/institution alone 

7 garish: (rt) showy/gaudy 

17 tantrum (a) lit outbuist litn/y 

—In his gart'di clothes the actor evoked snidt s/remarKs 

— Most pampeied children are in the habit of throwing 

among the viewers 

tanlnwi’’ at the slightest pros ination 

8 hog-washr (if) non-sense, bilge 

18 under-world (b> < nminal/vicicius place 

—The speaker failed to excite the audience because much c't 

- Smugglers and gangsters operate from the undei uoild and 

his speech was mere /wg-tw?sb 

seldom fall into the hands cif law-enforcing agcnuies 

9 implicate; (b) involve, connect, asscKiate 

vegetate* (i) stagnate exist 

—^My friend's enemies tried to iinpbcule him in the mur- 

—The curse of povc rty and illiteracy forces the poor and the 

der/plol 

illiterate to men'Iv mgitaU m life 

10 laggard: (c) la/y, sluggard 

20 wag (if), (ci)iuimorrsl joker 

—He IS no lagggrd when it comes to asking for more monev 

—He IS such a person as proves himself a bit of a wag on all 

(i,e He IS v«y quick to do this) 

occasions 
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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 


The folloii'ins^ an- the aiiftmirs to 
questions in the "Descrifttive Pajvr" set 
for the RSRli (BIioihiI) Clerkal examina¬ 
tion held recently. 

IVt’ thank Mr Amil Kumar Das of 
Bihar, Mr Saroj Kumar Sahu of fiypore 
(Orissa) ami Mr lakshmindhar fena of 
Balasore (Orissa) for scndiii}^ us the 
question iHqx-r. 

Degrees and Diplomas 

Q. 1. Some persons feel that 
after acquiring professional degrees 
and diplomas, people do not want to 
serve in rural areas. Write as many 
reasons as possible, but in any case 
not less than three, for the above- 
mentioned situation. 

Ans. There is ho doubt that 
people holding professional degrees 
and diplomas are disinclined to serve 
in rural areas viespite the series of in¬ 
centives in various shapes offered by 
the Government. There are several 
reasons for this. First, highly 
qualified persons are distinctly 
urban-oriented; they have HvchI in 
towns for many years and are st> ac- 
custoimsJ to the amenities available 
in these areas that they find it dif¬ 
ficult to live in villages where the 
conditions are totally different. 

Secx>nd, there is hardly any scope 
for the exercise of their professional 
capabilities in the rural areas. As a 
result, they begin to feel that all their 
higher education and their tixrhnical 
qualifications will go waste if they 
are directed by the Government to 
serve in the villages. 

Third, the conditions in the vil¬ 
lages are insanitary; there are dirty, 
stinking drains, or none at all in 
many placc>s. Hygienic latrines are 
miasin^' the dry latrines and the in¬ 
adequately removed excreta emit 
foul smell all the time. Village men 
and women go out every naorning 
and evening and use the Helds as 
public convenitmees. Highly edu- 
i^ated people do not like to resort to 
ttes practice and so there is intense 
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inwnvenience to such people on this 
account. 

Fourth, nor are there adequate 
medical facilities in the rural areas. 
When these outsiders fail ill and re¬ 
quire expert treatment, they have to 
go to a town or city. Sometimes there 
is danger to life because of the lack of 
proper medical attention. This also 
applies to the highly educated 
persons' children and other members 
of their families, including the elders 
if and when they live with them. 

Five, most of the time these well- 
educated people have to send their 
children to towns to get gocxl educa¬ 
tion. Villages have only primary or at 
least middle schools. This results in 
splitting the families, with the 
women and children living in towns 
and the earning male members resid¬ 
ing in rural areas. 

Women and Jobs 

Q. 2. Women are more suitable 
for clerical jobs than for officers' 
jobs. 

Give two aiguments in favour 
and two arguments against the 
viewpoint expressed in this state¬ 
ment 

Ans. Opinions differ on the 
question whether women are more 
suitable for clerical jobs than for 
officers' roles. It all depends on in¬ 
dividual perceptions about the 
capacity of women, the energy they 
can command, and the sense of 
responsibility they can display, in 
specific situations. 

Arguments in favour 

1. Most women have soi many 
duties to perform at home that they 
can do only light clerical work in of¬ 
fices. Whenever prolonged hard <rf- 
fice work is required, women lag 
behind men. Clerical work suits 
women admirably because th^ have 
al^ to look after children, p»f(»rm 
several domestic chores, pre|>are 
breakfast .^nd other meals for their 
husbands fif the Women aremannted). 

' , > I ' * ’i 


The time and «teigy they can spare 
for office work is limited. 

2. Women have a tendency to 
waste time in mere gossip and do 
knitting work (luring office hours. 
The actual time they devote to office 
work is not much, especially in estab¬ 
lishments where the service is secure 
and there is little supervision. 
Womai can take liberties with their 
office duties when they are mere 
clerks. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. It is wrong to believe that 
women cannot function efficiently as 
officers. Wherever women have been 
posted to senior jobs, in Bombay, Cal¬ 
cutta and Delhi, for instance, they 
have proved successful and have sel¬ 
dom been found wanting. Percent¬ 
agewise, more men officers have, 

F iroved failures than women officers, 
n fact, several women have won 
awards for.efficient management of 
business and commerce. It is a ques¬ 
tion of giving them opportunities to 
show their worth. 


2. Women possessing a com¬ 
manding personality and the requi¬ 
site qualifications have won 
distinctions and awards. They have 
proved better disciplinarians than 
men and they are more himest too. 
Women officers have shown greater 
sense of responsibility than men. 
Corrupt women officers are very un¬ 
common. As for domestic duties, 
capable women working as officers 
manage to look afta* children and the 
elders also; tirey secure help in this 
direction from female relations, 
modiers, sisters, etc, and also enqrloy 
part-time women servants, to fer* 
KMtn c^tain duti» durii^ them abr 
sence from home. Wett-p!^ women 
officers can affirrd to:pay for good 
servants. Their husba^ goiera^y 
cooperate and dp mot insist that the 
working wife miiist4p„aji the epokihg 
and washipg a^t; fiard-Woi^ing 
. women do mfahi^ mings in 
fkrihhmneand office..' , 




Sctiooit «id Pvrsonattty 

Q.3> Schools aurtsolely^ reqMtti- 
sible fot ^ping the penonality of 
thediildren. 

Write your opinion about the 
above statement Substantiate your 
opinion by giving instances and ex¬ 
amples from your own experi«ice, 
reading and Imowledge. 

Ans. There is no doubt that 
schools have an important role to 
pl^ in shwing the personality of the 
children. iMt is why wise parents 
choose really good schools for thdr 
children, even though schools having 
a high reputation for education and 
for giving adequate attention to the 
all-round development of the 
children's personality are very ex¬ 
pensive and often beyond their 
means. School fees and ofher expen¬ 
diture on education are indeed high. 
In many cases only the affluent 
parents can afford to send their 
children to first class institutions. 
Parents rightly regard good educa¬ 
tion as a matter of ^e highest impor¬ 
tance for the future of their wards. 

However, it is n6t fair to regard 
schools as solely responsible for 
shaping the children's personality. 
Parents must also share the respon¬ 
sibility. For most of the day and night 
the children remain at home and 
under the care trf their parents. Every 
school has several hundred childrai 
on its rolls. Giving individual atten¬ 
tion to each child is almost impos¬ 
sible to pay. Schools are admittedly 
important for developing the child's 
personality and intellectual 
capabilites, but parents should not 
disclaim responsibility in this matter. 
Inculcating good, clean habits is a 
matter that requires the hillest atten¬ 
tion of parents and other eiders at 
home. 

1 know several children who 
have devekjped into bright talented 
youth, mostly because they were 
educated in souxds known for excel¬ 
lence. Mosf of the public ^hools have 
a commendable record in this arena. 
The students of these schools win 
awards, scht^Uushqjs and other dis- ! 
tiiUirions in botti acadonic and sports 
fiMds, The sturtoits thus bring much 
cnxSt to die institutions where they 
wereeauc^ed. 


Sometimes children taught in or¬ 
dinary schools also earn distinctions 
but they are exceptions, not the rule. 
The foundations of bright careers are 
laid in schools of a high standard and 
in homes where the parents take per¬ 
sonal interest in the ali-rouml 
progress of their children 

1 have also read, in Ixxiks and 
magaviines, several sucsevs sUiries ol 
boys and girls who have done very 
well in life because of the great care 
taken by their teachers and parents. It 
IS common knowledge that < hilUmi 
of parents who neglect their childien 
and thwnselvcs spend many hours 
every evening in clubs and hotels or 
fulfilling their social obligations 
remain far behind others Generally, 
such people are rich businessmen 
and industnalists Thev are highiv 
complacent, they hold the view that 
their children have to join thc< family 
business or industnai enterprise and 
therefore necxl not gel high (xhua- 
tion. But this view is not well 
founded. Development of character 
and personality brings ri< h 
dividends in every field of activity 

Rota of Plants and Trees 

Q. 4. Suppose we do not have 
plants and trees around us, what 
will happen? 

Explain at least three possible 
consequences if su^h a situation 
arises. 

Ans. Tress and plants play a 
vita! role in life on this planet They 
are highiv valuable and art* vi*rv ust*- 
ful creations ot the Almighty 

Stwe possible ninstxjueiicc of 
the non-e\islt*nce ol ta*ss and pl.inls 
would be. 

1. Trees and plants arc iiKhspen- 
sable for human life because they give 
out oxygen which is t>s.sentkil for our 
existence and absorb carbon dioxidt* 
which we breathe iHit as w.iste aiul 
which IS also emitted, thniugh thmV- 
neys, Iw industrial estiiblishments and 
house idtdiens using coal h>r cxxiking 
purposes If there were no trees and 
plants, there would be disastrous ac- 
cumuiaticHi of carbon dioxide and lack 
of the vital oxygen. 

2. Several varieties of trees and 
plants bear fruits and give us ail-im¬ 
portant grains, oil-see^, pulses, and 


mimnom 

othes’ important frxxistuffs. If these 
cease to exist, mankind would have 
to starve. Nature has created a wi^- 
baianced and eminently ratioi^d ' 
structure around us. in?e« ttoqvide ’ 
several variefres of wood wmch 
used by hurrum hdni^ for friel, houjij* ! 
construction, nnd making fumitixm 
(in recent yeai^ wood has oem partly 
replaced by plastic, plywood and 
otherproductswhiclihelpuiitomfin- 
imisctheuseof wood—a commodify | 
now becomuig varce) j 

The immense importance of j 
torests, composing trees, plants andt *1 
bushes, was stressed at the recent UN , 
( ontoieiHe on Havironment and,'i 
Development (Larth Summit) heW 
Rio lie lanciro Much concern has 
bevn i*\prt*sst'd in recent years over i 
the rapidly vanishing forests and the ' 
resultant los^ ot animal and bird hfrf 
(many sjHvies oi both have already j 
beaime extinct) Hiere would be A , 
grt*aldis,i>-terall round iftheenviroxi- - 
men! and ecology suiter irruparal^ 
damage and erosion. 

4 Trees ami plants provide the J 
much sought after greenery, flowet?!, ; 
etc. What ivonid this world be 
without Mowers and other such 
products ot bountiful nature’ If them i. 
IS no greenerv, the world would be i 
dull, drab and unattractive place. 

Irees and plants help a gieatdeal ; 
m bringing ram and preventing floods. 

11 the globe be«>mes totally barr^ 
there would be bare earth, erosion of 
the soil and destruction of fertilify 
which in turn w ould make land unlw j 
torprcKluitiouot fixxlgramsand other ' 
t.imi produits liuman beings are^ 
sitrclv I'tiutleil to a healthy and! 
priHliKlue Ilk in iuimiony with na- * 
lure, it (he natural surrounding.s, in- { 

I hiding Irtxs and plants, are not Mwmr i 
the harmonv and balance we depend i 
upon would disippear That wouklbe 
a lembledisisU'r Sustainable devdop- j 
nicni ISadBiitledIv vital fnralloftiir.At | 
the Rio summit, and alw at other j 
forums, Uu* "Follutei Must Pay" prin¬ 
ciple was w’uiely sires.scxl for global, 
welfare Much emphasis is now being 
laid on saving the earth tnim utter dis -1 
aster A gtxid part of the stress is 
retaining ana developing forest j 
wealth—trees and plants—and! 
onpreventing thoughtlc^ss c-xphiitattost-f 
ofaU natural resources « 
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Argumentative Questions on 
3ociai and Economic Problems 


riu followinii me Hit misHvry to 
some of till ijiit'^liivis III tin pnpci on 
‘i^Sotialmill I lOiiomn Piobleiri', '^ct for 
the NABARD exmtiiimlion held in 
fannmif The mi'>iver'> to the first 
/»«( qnisUons of the \icipei were publish¬ 
ed in the jiilif issue of CM 

L'NDER-D EVE LOPED INDIA 

Q. 5. Describe the charac¬ 
teristics of India as an under¬ 
developed country. 

Ans. India is a prominont 
undcr-devolopcd toiintrv, the stKio- 
econonm condiUons m this land are 
wholly unsntistaitorv and smaik ut 
backwardness m most arenas of ac- 
Hvitv Althou^^h the country has late 
ly been making progress in many 
fields, such .is stieiite and space, it is 
still far behind the advanied 
countries It will probabl) lake many 
decades to come up to the lev el ot the 
developed regions The problems 
India faces are of huge dimensions 
and require all-round mobilisation of 
resources, together with sound, sys¬ 
tematic, planning in order to rid the 
people of the misery, destitution and 
crthw crippling factors 

India's traditional poverty is one 
ot the major problems The percent¬ 
age ol pcHiple living below the subsiv 
tence level is now lower than what it 
was some yeais ago, but even now 
about crore persons, both niral 
and urban, are very poor, they do not 
get even two square meals a day and 
nave neither adequate shelter nor 
even the minimum clothing to shield 
^ their bodies fn>m the extremes ot the 
weather For the intense and soul- 
Stirring poverty, the burgeoning 
pojiltilation IS mainly responsible 
’ Jyith Its limited resources the country 
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finds It difficult to feed and clothe the 
teeming millions 

Most of our agriculture is still in 
a state of backwardness and leaves 
much to be desired The result is in¬ 
adequate production and low 
productivity, vast areas are still de¬ 
pendent on the monsoon Drought 
conditions prevail m many regions 
vv henev er the rams are inadequate or 
not well distributed The develop¬ 
ment of scientific irrigation is very 
slow It IS true that some of the St.ites, 
such as Punjab, Haryana and parts of 
UP, produce good crops iind con- 
tiibute substantially to the Central 
focxlgiains reserves (thanks to the 
Green Revolution and the mcxlem 
technique’s of farming, but vast areas 
remain untouched by the revolution 
arv technology) 

In the field of industry also the 
progress is patchy and lop sided 
While in some fields there has been 
notable progress, in most others there 
has been stagnation In fact, an offi¬ 
cial assessment conceded th.vt 1991- 
92 was the worst year for industry 

The per capita income of the In 
dian people continues to be very low, 
no wonder the standard of living is 
wholly unsatisfactory There are 
small pockets of affluence amidst a 
vast sea of people living in 
abominable conditions, without even 
the basic amenities of wholesome 
drinking water and plain fcxKl 

Then there is the unbearable debt 
burden For decades millions of 
people have been groamng under the 
burden of debts They find it difficult 
even to pay the interest, tjot to speak 
of clearing the pnnapal amount. 


To cap It all, there is the mass 
illiteracy, especially among women 
Though several programmes have 
been launched to promote literacy, 
the progress is slow 

SHORT IWTEfT 

Q. 6. Write short notes on:- 

(0 Peiformance ot cooperative 
rural credit system in India 

(//) Failure of land reforms in 
India 

On) Parallel I conomy 

Ans (r) Cooperative Credit 
System: The large number of 
cooperative credit societies in the 
country hav e helped lakhs of 
farmers, landless labourers, artisans 
and other sections of niral people 
Cooperative banks have been helpful 
in saving farmers from clutches of 
credit lendeis 

Betwec'n 1960 61 and 1981-84 the 
membership ot the cooperative 
societies increased by more than 
three time?*, the share capital of all 
types of cooperatives increased by 
more than fifteen times and the capi¬ 
tal by more than 24 times By far the 
largest number of scKieties are in the 
agncultural sector Nearly 100 per 
cent of the rural areas are at present 
covered by cooperative credit 
societies Universal membership has 
been accepted as the policy so far as 
primary agricultural societies are 
concerned so that people belongmg 
to weaker sections should pm the 
ccKiperatives and derive benefits m 
vanous ways, ft i$ estimated that 
short-term lendmg for agncultural 
purposes exceeds ^ 2300 erbre 

fn recent years there have bear 


/ 


many complaints of misappropria¬ 
tion and other malpractices. The 
comparatively well-off farmers have 
managed to comer a substantial part 
of cooperative society funds Besides, 
the recoveries have been very poor 
Investigators have found that amimg 
the defaulters ot loans the larger 
landowners predominate Bureau¬ 
cratic indifference, collusion and 
political pressures account for the 
flaws in the cooperative credit sys¬ 
tem 

(ft) Failure of Land Reforms in 
India: Land reforms have remained 
one of the major policies for rural and 
economic development ever since the 
inception of the planning process 
But the purpose of introducing land 
reforms has largely been defeated by 
the big landlords, and other vested 
interests through fichtious divisions 
of land, meie paper entries in the 
records with the collusion of Pat- 
waris and Tehsildars, the endless 
litigation, the "benami" transactions, 
lake ownership of holdings, frauds in 
land distribution and in "blioodan" 
(waste areas and on'which hardly 
anything can be grown) useless lands 
were donated to earn credit for 
donating land to the pcxir and the 
needy Land reforms were intended 
to bring the largest number of poor 
farmers and agricultural workers 
into the mainstream of economic 
development Recently, it was es¬ 
timated that over 98 lakh tenants 
have acquired ownership rights on 
about 70 lakh hectares of land But 
land ceiling laws have not proved ef¬ 
fective 

Lakhs of acres of land were 
declared surplus, but the redistribu¬ 
tion process has been very faulty and 
has not benefited the really needy 
sections Interested parties have 
found ways of reaching the courts 
even though several legislative and 
administrative measures have beat 
taken to insulate land reforms cases 
About 15 lakh acres of land is under 
litigation and is not therefore avail¬ 
able for distribution 

<fff) Parallel Economy: Along 
with the offiaally regulated economy 


there is, in this country, a non-official, 
parallel one, functioning insidiously 
with black, unaccounted money the 
quantum of which was recently put 
at Ks 100,000 crore Of course no 
precise estimate is possible, but its 
dimensions are certainly huge This 
economy woiks m many arenas— 
smuggling, industry, commerce, 
trade, imports, exports and transport 
The parallel economy which has 
countless patrons, yields high profits 
(no taxes are paid), seldom, if ever, 
does It lead to losses But it does 
result in financial losses to the State 
exchequer because it implies tax and 
duty evasion, siphoning off of a gocxl 
part of the honest picoplt^'s money It 
casues setbacks to normal economic 
activity 

The factors that contnbute to the 
growth of black money and the suc¬ 
cess of parallel economy are the high 
rates of taxation, direct and indirect, 
econonuc policies such as licensing 
and controls (in recent months there 
has been considerable liberalisation 
and removal of controls and the 
licensing systems in various fields), 
the complex rules and regulations, 
the highly expensive Parliament and 
Assembly elections for which black 
money is inevitably used Then there 
IS the inefficient and corrupt ad¬ 
ministration Bc*sides the unchecked 
inflation (the soaring prices and the 
high cost of living, encourages 
"black" operations 

JOINT FAMILY SYSTEM 

Q. 7. What changes are there in 
the joint family system in recent 
times. Does it still have a role to play 
in Indian society? 

Ans, For centuries past a notable 
feature of the Indian social structure 
was the joint family system m which 
all the members were joint sharers in 
the common property and in¬ 
heritance went by survivorship The 
father or some other elder was the 
head but he functioned as a manager 
and not, as the old Roman "paler 
famihas" But the jomt fqmily system 
is rapidly breaking up in tljiis country, 
and also elsewhere. Inmviduahstic 


AmmeNmiotsk 

attitudes have been developing ftist. 

As fawaharlaJ Nehru put it, these at- ^ 
titudes lead not only to far-reachmg < 
changes in the economic background 
of bfe but also to new problems of 
behaviour. ' 

Modem educated youth, by and 
large, are inclined to lead tnde- ^ 
pendent existence, especially aftei^ 
mamage. The general trend among 
married youth is to Hve away from , 
their parents and in-laws, even 
though this practice involves consid-'^^ij;' 
erable expenditure in the sjiape Of 
house rent, water and electricity ^ 

the expenses of a separate kitchen, 
part-time or whole-time servant " 
(which only the very rich people can 
afford these days) and miscellaneous 
items There is a virtual craze for in¬ 
dependent existence The young men 
and women of today do not want any" 
interference by the elders in thek 
day-to-dav life They want to go 
about where they please, return 
home when they please, lead a social 
life of their own choice, have (and 
entertain) such friends as they prefer, 
watch TV and video as long as they 
please Such complete mdepcndence 
IS not possible when the parents and 
other elders live with them 

There is the generation gap 
which prevents the elder pitople and j 
the younger set from living happily 
together There is more of selfishness 
and less of discipline and obedience 
these days Thi*re is a tendency to 
divide the family property and other 
assets Daughters-in-law often per¬ 
suade their husbands to demand their | 
shares in the family property, sell it off ^ 
and utilise the pnxeeds fiir buymg a , 
car or some other mexiem convemem 
ces or luxunes which are not easy to get ’ 
under the pint family system 

% 

In the modern individualistic,. 
dmsive world the pint family sys- * 
tern has hardly any role to play. 
Houses are mostly small and families 
prefer to live separately and manage 
their expenditure according to thsar ] 
means and resources The pint fami¬ 
ly system IS now outdated, although 
it has several advantages, individual- ‘ 
ly and socially ^ 










Which set ot lelters in the following questions is 
, 'different from other sets? 

• ■'i. ^ 


1. ((/) CAfll 

^ SQUT 

' ;<<KI)Mi. 

(</) XVZY 

f 2. ill) c;eiii 

ill) WUZX 

>kf’MKQN 

00 DBCiE 

3. (.)) MIJC 

QPNL 

(c) VUSP 

00 XWUR 

4. (<J) CXWD 

(/’) I LT'G 

(c) KPOI. 

jjiKISR) 

.. .5. (rtl'iMII.K 

i/T mxz 

to TQSR 

<</) FCF.D 

6. in) ITK.K 

(/<) NIOM 

(<•) IFKl 

J/f' SNTlJ 

7.^ VWIS 

Kh) Rl’NM 

(r) ('.El B 

(ti) 1,11 k; 

8. („) TVRW 

(/-) NJPLQ 

>rC4At. 

iti) l.NjO 

If, in the alphabetical order, A and C interchange 

places, B and D interchange places, then E and G inter¬ 

change places and F and If do the same till only Yand Z 
are left; 'Y' is put at the end and 'Z' in the beginning; 

9, Which would lx> the 1 

''til ietti'r trom the begin- 

ning? 

Oi) N 

o 

>rr’ 

0/) Q 

10. Which letter v\tiuld be 

exactly in the middle of 

21st letter Iron: llu' beginning 
end? 

. 11 x 1 Inlli letter from the 

in) M 

(/>) K 

(c) J 

11. Letter 'Q' is betu tvn: 

0/) N 

{<?) P.mdR 

>^Tand R 

ic) TandS 

OO S and P 

12, Which l(‘ltor is to the left of 9th letter from last? 

(fl) r 

(W O 


(f) Q J/f N 

13. J low m.inv pairs ot letters in the word PERFEC- 
..TION htlve as many lelters hetwa*n them as in alphaix'ti- 
sal order? 

{/;) two (t>) three 

■; (e) four (d) li\'e 

i?, The letters A to Z of the alphabet arc given cons^cii- 
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live numerical values in a descending order so that the 
sum of numerical values of HOUR is 58. What will be 
the sum of the numerical values of the letters in the 
words given below: 


14. BOND 


(n) 89 

m 85 

(r) 73 

id) 81 

15. TIDE 


>r82 

(W 79 

(c ) 75 

id) 72 


Directions: In each of the following questions, a 
pair of words has been given. Mark your answers: 

A. if one of them is the cause of the other. 

B. if one is the pnKiuct of the other. 

C'. if one is opposite of the other. 

D. if one of them belongs to the other. 

E. if one promotes the other. 

16. training : efficiency 

17. delay: embarrassment 

18. crown; king 

19. college: graduate 

20. sun: constellation 

21. nectiir: poison 

22. morphine: opium 

23. gluttony: starvation 

24. tears: sadness 

25. flag: nation 

Five points A, B, C, D and E lie on a line in the 
following manner: 

A is 3" U) the right of B. 


E is 4" to the left of D ancf 5" to the right of B. 
C is 8" to the right of A. 

26. What is the length of the line? 

(a) 10" ^ 11" , 

(c) 12" W) 13" 


27. Which two points are at the extreme ends? 

(flLAandB (t) AandE 

jWBandC (d> EandB 

28. The distance b^ween A and D is: 

((?) 4" (ft> 5" . 

6" (dyr^ 

29. On a bridge under construetioh, no jxHt^ is ai-^ 
lowed to take more than 100 kgVeight at bnelhne. hfani 
.Ranp^ wants his nine cartons to be taken to the.ofher ^e,'. 
The cartons weigh as fdtows: - 




A 58 kg B ft9kg 

C 48lcg ^ 24kg 

E. 16 kg F 15 kg 

G 25 kg H 18 kg 

I 26 kg 

Mam Ram engages three porters and gives three car¬ 
tons to each The cartons are distributed according to 
which of the following sets^ 

(fl) ADE,BF1,CGH 
(W AD1,BEG,CFH 
(c) ADM,BC;i,CLF 
ADll, BEF,CCI 

30 Four village's A, B, C and D he along a straight 
road in such a way that the distance between B and 13 is 
double of the distance betwi'en B and C and the distmce 
between D and A is the total of lh<‘ distance between C B 
and BD If the farthc'st villages C and A am at a distance of 
12 km, w'hat IS the distance K'tween ^nd 

(rt) 3 km Jj0>ni)\.m 

(i) ykni (,/) 8 km 

31 A team of three boys and Ihiee girls (total 6) is to 
be selc'cted fiom bovs A, B, C, Dand F and girls V, W, X, Y 
andZ 

B and V must be togelhei 
7 and W must Ih> togethei 
C and A will not be w ith 13 
V will not be with W 
X and 3 w ill be togethei 
W will not be with V 
C must bi' u ith / 

The selected tc^jim would include 
(i7) ^BCVXY 
(h) BPfWVY 
(() BDtXY/ 

Jit) BDI VX\ 

Each of the questions given below is followed by 
four alternatives one of which is the mirror image of the 
word given in question. Your task is to tick-mark the 
right choice: 


( 52 ) PRETEND / 
(a)da3i.3Ha j>9 0l/)3T3Siq 

^ClN3T35i<i (d) 5SI3T3Ha 

( 53 ) NATURE 

Ji(f 3 RUTAH (b)gauTvn 
(C) 3 AiUaM {d)MA 7 n 5 |.E 

( 54 ) BEHIND > 

(a)<IHIH 3 B 

(c) 0NiH3a (d) S3Hikia 

( 55 ) AMAZING 
(oOWiVSIHO (hJWlSVMV 
(c>VMvsivi9 


In a family photognrplb of f^ve persons, Saria in eat 
the left of Sheela and Mahesh is on the of Nonu. 
Bipin and Maltnh have one person between them and 
Sarla and Nona have two perMos betwe^ them. 

36. Which two persons are on extreme ends? 

(fl) Nonu & Sarla (W Sheela & Bipin 

(c) Bipinfi: Sarla jid)^Sarla & Mahesh 

i 37. Who IS exactly in the middle? 

^ Nonu JW^pm 

(i) Mahesh (d) Sarla 

A page in a geometry-book is full of illustrations of 
straight lines, angles, triangles and squards^ The total . 
number of figures is 24 and there are 55 lines. If the ratio 
of lines used in single lines and angles (two lilies each) 'il 
is 2 : 3 and the ratio of total lines used in triangles and ^ 
squares is 3:4. 

38 1 low many angles a re there’ 

(fl) 6 (/>) 7 

(<) 8 (d) 9 

30 Ilow many triangles ate there’ 

(fl) 4 (/>) 3 

It) h (cO 8 

1(1 Pointing to a woman X said to his Irieiid, “she is 
mv lathei s only daughter'vbiothci's wife Mr X is the 
lady's 

(fl) brother (/i) brother-m law 

(i) husband (d) father , 

Words in questions 41 to 47 are followed by their 
codes Your task is to pick-up the right code for the letter ' 
enclosed in box. 


41 P 

1 

A Y 

1 N G 



(fl) m 
(,) q 


ill) s 

(l) X ((/) k 

(i) b 

(/) / 

4’ 1 

1 

( I 

I Cl \ 



(fl) \ 

(y) \ 


(/-) ) 

(i) \ (d) a 

(C) X 

if) s 

41 1 

H 

c 

c 

G 11 r 



(fl) / 
(v;) ) 


(l») V 

(() \ (d) c 

((’) w 

if) c 

44 Y 

O 

U N 

C. 1 K 



(fl) 1 

(^) m 


(/>) / 

(i) V (d) J 

(<■) s 

(f) w 

43 P 

1 

C I 

U R i 



(fl) X 

C\’) a 


(b) V 

(i) 1 (d) W 

(c) h 

(/) y 

4ft 11 

A 

N D 

F U L 



(a) t 
(.'.') 


(b) q 

(i) vv (d) k 

M 1 

if) t 

47 R 

E 

A C 

n F 13 



(fl) k 
i,i) a 


(b) V 

(i) y (d) c 

(/') 1 

(/) ‘ 
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If, according to a certain code: 

^P<irents are very strut' means 'This road is rough' 

'Stnct persons evpect distiphne means 'Mv car is 
strong' 

'home pt'rstins are polite moans 'Rough people are 
strong' 

'Parents espcel polite beha\iour' means Pt'ople like 
this tar' 

48 What IS the eotle word tor roiigh'^ 

(n) p<m nls (h) are 

(i) polite (i1) strut 

4^^ What does the word'exj-HH t mean'’ 

(a) mv (h) car 

(c) IS Ui) stnim^ 

SO 1 he lode tor'stiong people vxonldbe 
(a) some polite (h) some distiphne 

(i) distipline people (i1) polite people 

Five partners A, B, C, D and fc started a small factory 
by depositing Rs 70,000. Their shares were as follows' 

A Rs 10,000 B RsI2 0(K) 

C Rs 14,(KH) n Rs 10,000 

b Rsi8,(XH) 

The factory remains open for 25 days each month 
and the income perdav is Rs S60 which they share at the 


end of the month in proportion to their share of deposit. 

51 How much does D get per month’ 

(a) Rs28lK) (b) Rs2‘-J(X) 

0) Rs3(K)0 id) Rs5200 

52 I low much more vhn s E get in comparison to 

{(i) Rs 1600 (W Ks 1400 

(c) Rsl200 (d) RsWO 

51 What IS the raho in the income of B and D? 

(ff) 1 4 (6) 12 05 2 1 W) 3 5 

54 In how many months would they gel back the 
money they invested’ 

(rt) 4 (b) 5 (i),6 id) 8 

If the factory remained closed for six working days 
due to strike of the workers: 

55 How milch would A get that month’ 

(rt) Rsl520 (/;) Ksl580 

(() Rs 1620 (d) Rs 1640 

56 How much would E gel that month’ 

(ii) Rs2872 (/>) Rs2914 

(i) Rs2784 (d) Rs2736 

In the following equations, two signs have been 
interchanged. Your task is to find out these two signs so 
as to make the equation correct 

57 5 + 8-6x9-1-50 

(d) - and + (h) - and x 

(i) x.ind- ((/) +aiKl 
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58. 4x5-T2 + 4 + l»22 

(4) +aiKl~ (b) +and+ 

(c) -aiKlx (d) +andx 

59. 40 + 3 + 3 x^-26 = 15 

(fl) +and- (b) +andx 

(c) - and+ (d) +and x 

60. 32 + 4x6 + 3-12 = 14 

(a) + and + ' (b) - and + 

Cc) X and - (d) x and + 

The bask sahuy of Rajendra is Rs 3300. He gets D.A. 
at the rate of 71% and house rent allowance at the rate of 
20%. The city allowance is Rs 75. Rs 150 are deducted as 
State Insurance Premium and the Provident Fund 
deposits are deducted at the rate of 14.5% of the basic 


salary rounded opto dt« hext figike <Mvt«d»le by 10, Rs 8 
ate deducted for mcdkal d<^powte. 

61. How much mone^ does Rajerulra g^et in hand? 

(a) R8 5688 0^ Rs57U 

(c) Rs5740 id) Rs5«0O 

62 If he spends 20% on food, 25% as house-rent and 
15% on children's education, how much ia left for other 
expenses? 

(a) R&2182 (&) Rs3004 

(c) Rs 2216 W) Rs2364 

63 If H R A. is to be deducted from the money that 
he IS paying for the house, how much extra is he paying? 

(a) Rs775 (b) RsSlS 

(f) Rs795 (<#) Rs805 


_ NON-VERBAL SERIES __ 

Given below ace two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to decide wliich of the Answer Figures would fit in place of the question mark in the Problem Figures. 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

. n 

73 

‘ * .'ll 
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For sdving queshons 1 to 8, the method is to xonte the 
letters from AloZ and number them. 

1. (c) 2 (f) 3 (h) 4. (d) 

5. (W 6. W) 7. (a) 8 (f) 

9. to 12.. The order of lett^ would be: / 

ZCDABGHEFKfclJOPMNSTQRWXUVY. 


9. (c) 

10 (a) 

11. (b) 

12. (d) 

13 (c) PR; FE; ON and IP 

14. and 15 Start numbering A from 29. 

14 (6) 

15. (a) 

16 E 

17. A 

18. D 

19. B 

20. D 

21. C 

22 B 

23 C 

24. A 

25 D 

26. (b) 

27. (f) 

28. (f) 

29. id) 

30 (b) 

31. (d) 

32. (b) 

33. (a) 

34 (b) 

35. (d) 




36. and 37. The order is: left to right Sarla, Sheela, Bipin, 
Nonu, Mahesh. 

36. id) 37. (W 

38. and 39. The illustrations are- 8 lines, 6 angles, 5 triangles 
and 5 squares. 

38. (a) 39. (b) 40. (c) 

For questions 41 to 50, pick up common letters/toords and 
match them with common codes eg 'A' occurs tn 41 and 47, 
so does 'k', check loith other words as loell Or as in 42, T is 


repeatedsois Y so x is the code for 1. 

41. W) 42. W 43. (e) 

45. (g) 46. (a\ 47. (e) 

49. (W 50. ((f) 51. ((f) 

53. (a) 54. m 55. («) 

57. (b) 58. (a) 59. (d) 

61. to 63 Rajendragets; 

Pay Ks 3300 
D.A. Rs2343 
H.R.A. Rs 660 
C.A. Rl„ 75 
Total Rs ^7^ * 

The deductions are: 

State Insurance Rs 151^ 

Provident Fund Rs 4wr 
Medical Rs 8 

Rr638 

61 (c) 62. (c) 63 (fl) 

For answering questions 64 to 73, study each individual 
figure carefully and observe its movement, the pace, the direc¬ 
tion and rotation Sometimes, one part is dropped oradd^. Also 
observe the relation among different figures m the box.' 

64. A 65 D 66 B 67 D 

68. C 69 E 70 A 71 D 

72 C 73 B 



60. (d) 
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TEST OF REASONING-n 


Find tfic odd'inan out: 

1. (fl) link 

(b) hook 

(c) chain 
id) relation 
(e) connection 

2. ia) initial 

(h) signature 

(c) primary 

(d) early 

(c) beginning 

3. (a) costume 

(b) attire 

(c) frock 

(d) dress 
(c) outfit 

4. (a) dragon 
(h) mammoth 

(c) dinosaur 

(d) crocodile 

(e) alligator ' 

5. (fl) Gemini 

(b) Scorpio 

(c) Pisces 
(lO Zodiac 

(e) Taurus 

6. (a) hedgehog 
(h) yak 

(c) mongoose 

(d) fox 

(e) beaver 

7. (a) Pilot 

(W Admiral 
(c) Commander 
(d> Lieutenant 

(e) Captain 

8. (a) grain 

(b) stone . 

(c) metre 

(d) pound 

(e) talogram 

til questUHis giveh below, the pair of words are made 
aocordiiig to a definite reladonshto. Your task is to pick 
^ die pair with similar n^tionship fiom (a), (b), (c) and 

. 9. bark: tree /f,, 

(fi) inew;m{!> 

(b> pen :pap^ , 


(c) flower:petal 

(d) skin: potatoes 

10. chloioform: anaesthetic 

(a) injection: Ucxxl 
(W physics: subject 

(c) operation: theatre 

(d) hospital: cure 

11. embarrassment: perplexity 
((/) shy: blush 

(b) action: hesitation 

(c) mood; anger 

(d) pain: infection 

12 shorthand: stenographer 
(a) beauty: beautician 
(f>) m<M\ey: economist 
(c) engine; engineer 
id) serving: bearer 

13. condolence: felicitations 
id) unlawful: legal 
ih) sympathy: comfort 

(c) emotion: outburst 

(d) love: affection 

14 shabby; dirty 

(a) clean; hygienic 
(h) fiKxi: cat 

(f) savage: wild 

(d) rain: flood 

15 stage: performance 
(a) road: footpath 
(h) arena: wrestler 
(f) bed : sleep 

(d) orchestra: music 

16. mu«c:ear 

(a) food:stomach 
ib) scent;nose 

(c) dance:feet 

(d) bix>k: language 

Match sets of words in quesfions 17-20 with A, B, C „ 
and D according to relations among the words of the s^ 
The order of words is of no impoitaiKe. 

17. mse. petal. flower 

(A) magazine: paper: book 

18. bread; cake; biscuits 

(B) studies: classroom: sdiocrt 

19. cow: monkey. tail ' • * 

(C) axe: hammer; ipife 

20. home: food ■ kitchen 

(D) furniture: table: top 
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In questions given below, the words that follow the 
lead word have a definite relationship with the lead* 
wOnL Only one of them is different. Your task is to find 
this odd*man out. 

21. TERRACE 

(a) ERA 
(W TEA 

(c) RACE 
((/) TRACE 
(f) TEAR 

22 ABSENCE 
(rt) BASE 

(b) SCENE 
(r) SENSE 

(d) CASE 
(f) CEASE 

23 DEFINITION 
(n) DEFINE 

(b) NOTED 

(c) DEFINITE 
W) INFANT 
ie) NATION 

24 INVESTIGATE 

(a) INVITE 

(b) STAGE 

(f) INTIMATE 
W) STATE 
{e) GIVE 

25 PROSPEROUS 

(a) PROPOSE 

(b) ROPE 
(f) POROUS 
Uf) PURPOSE 
(<>) SUPPRESS 

Three ladies, Asha, Nirmala and Manju are married 
to Trilok, Shiv and Jag Mohan. Each couple has one son, 
their names being Akash, Saurabh and Gaurav. 

Jag Mohan is not Gaurav's father. 

Nirmala is not Shiv's wife 

Asha ih not Akash's mother or Tnlok's wife 

Shiv IS not Gaurav or Saurabh's father 

26. Who are Saurabh's parents? 

(rt) Jag Mohan and Nirmala 
(h) Tnlok and Nirmala 

(c) Tnlok and Manju 

W) Jag Mohan and Asha 

27 One of the parents of Gaurav is: 

(a) Ninnala 

(b) Asha 
(c*) Manju 

(d) Shiv 

28 If Saurabh and Gaurav are couans, which of the 
following statements is true? 

(a) Manju and Asha are sisters. 

(b) Nirmaiaand Manju ate »sters. 
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(c) Jag Mohan and TKbk are brothers. 

(d) TiSbk and Manju are brother and sister, 

Four friends Amai^ Hhuvan, Chwdan and Dhniy are 
posted at Allahabad, Baioda, Calcutta and Dehradutt* 
Match the right parte on the basis of the infonnation 
given below: » 

First letters of the names and names of the Cities are not 
common. 

Bhuvan and Dhruv are not posted at Calcutta. 
Chandan is not posted at Baroda or Allahabad. 

29. Amar (A) Allahabad 

30 Bhuvan (B) Baroda 

31. Chandan (C) Calcutta 

32 Dhruv (D) Dehradun 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

TYPE I > 

In qucitmts given beknv, a situation has been etplamal in 
a few statements follmved by a conclusion You have to say 
whether the conclusion 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) IS only a long drawn one 

(c) definitely does not follow from the statements 
id) is doubtful as the data provided is inadequate 

Note: Your answers should only be in the light of the state¬ 
ments given. 

Statements: 

33. 1. In news bulletins on Doordarshan, the items are 

usually read by one woman and one man 
2 The main points were read by a woman 

Conclusion The next part would be covered by a man 
(fl) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ 

Statements 

34. 1. Indian dolls are very popular abroad. 

2. Tliey are dressed up in different Indian costumes. 

Conclusion: Foreigners are very fond of Indian costumes. 

(a) □ (W □ (c) □ id) □ 

Statements: 

35. 1. Haunted places attract adventure seekers 
2. Mukesh and Sukesh love adventures. 

Conclusion: They have been to many haunted places. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U W) □ 

Statements; 

36. 1 Only Yogis have supernatural power. 

2. ,Anand possesses supernatural power. 

Conclusion: Anand isaYc^i. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ W) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1. S(»ne decades back tuberculosis was meuraUe. 

2. Many patients died of typhe^ too. 

3. Now these diseases are cun^le. 




4. AlD&ift incurable at present. 

Conclus&m: It will be ciuaUe during conung years. 

ifl)U ‘ (b) □ (0 □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. Most of the modem movies are based on sen¬ 
timental love-stories. 

2. ^ch modem movies are very popular with the 
young audience. 

Conclusion: Lovestories appeal to the young people. 

(a) □ m □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements. 

39 1. Judo is gaming a lot of popularity all over the 

world 

2. Judo originated in the Far East. 

3. It IS an art of defending oneself barehanded 

Conclusion The Western people are fed up with carrying 
arms for self-defence 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ 

Statements 

40 1. Books on travels have always fascinated readers 
2. These books are a record of unique experiences of 

great travellers 

Conclusion Readers love to share the experiences of 
travellers 

(a) □ (b) U (f) □ (d) □ 

iTTPE 11 

In questions given below, a statement is followed by Implica¬ 
tions I and U Imply I and II to the statement and tick-mark your 
answers as under 

(a) Only I is implicit. 
ib) Oily II IS imphat. 

(c) Both I and II are implicit. 

(d) Either I or II is implicit 
(c) Neither I nor 11 is imphat. 

Statement: 

41. A man's body was found on the railway track 
Implications. 

I. He had committed suicide. 

II. It was an accident. 

{a)'a (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

42. The leading opposition party of country X is 
demanding the Pnme Minister's resignation. 

Implications: 

I. It is a political stunt. 

II, The Prime Minister is not worthy to hold such 
responsible post 

ia) □ (b) Q (c) □ (d) □ (e) U 

Statement: 

43. The terrorists threatened the members of a family 
7ut tiiey did not report the police. 


Implications: 

I. They had no faith in proteetipn of the police, 

II. They were not afraid of Hie ihreatenings. 

(a) □ ib) Q (c) □ (d) □ (c> Q 

Statement: 

44. The doctors had claimed that smadl-pox has been 
eradicated but some cases have been reported lately. 

Implications: 

I, The doctors were telMng a lie. 

II. It IS impossible to eradicate a disease. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

Statement. 

45. Liquor tragedies are claiming more and more vic¬ 
tims in different parts of the country. 

Implications 

I The unlicensed liquor is sometimes adulterated. 

II Drunkards go for any stuff irrespective of its 
brand or quality. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

Statement: 

46. The arrest of two purnalists was condemned and 
criticized by all newspapers. 

Implications. 

I The journalists had not committed any legal of¬ 
fence. 

II. The other purnaliste do not allow one of their 
colleagues to be caught by the police. 

ia) □ ib) □ (f) □ id) Q ie) □ 

Statement- 

47. The bride of Ravi did not bnng a penny with her 
although she belonged to a very well-of family. 

Implications: 

I. She married Ravi against the wishes of her fami¬ 
ly- 

II, Ravi and his parents arc against dowry. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) U ie) □ 

Statement- 

48. Some men do not want to get married 
Implications 

I. They do not want to bargam their bachelorhood 
freedom with matrimoraal responsibilities and 
bindings. 

II. Women do not attract them. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) U id) □ ie) U 

TYPE III 

In making decisions about important questions, it is 
desirable to be able to distinguish behveen strong arguments and 
weak arguments so far as they are rdated to the question. Weak 
arguments may not be directly related to the question, itmy be of 
minor importance or may be relate to some triwal aspect of tK 
question. 'Eadt question given below is followed by tzuo atgu- 


I 






GENERAL INTELUGENCt 


ments numbered I and 11. You luive to dedde which of the 
atgufnents is strong and xohich is loeak; then decide which of the 
answers given below and numbered (a), (/»), (f), (d) and (e) is the 
correct ansiver. 

{a) Only I is strong. 

ib) Only II is strong. 

(c) Both I and II arc strong. 

(d) Either I or If is strong. 

(e) Neither I nor 11 is strong. 

49. A barber shaves all those and only those who do 
not shave themselves. Will he shave himself? 

I. Yes, since he shaves all those who do not shave 
themselves. 

II. No, it he only shaves those who do not shave 
themselves, how can he shave himselt. 

(a) U (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (e) U 

50. Dt> luna tics who turn violent need hospita lisation? 

I. Yes, proper treatment for such patients is only 
available in hospitals. 

II. No, staff in such hospitals lack kindness and 
sympathy. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ id) U (e) □ 

51. Are programmes on STAR TV superior to 
programmes telecast on our Dootdarshan? 

I. Yes, everyone says so. 


II. No, people in general do not understand than, 
(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

52. VS^irkers of a certain factory are not paid properly. 
Will they go on a strike? 

I. Yes, they can only get tlieir rights by going on a 
strike and paralysing the production. 

II. No, they cannot afford to go hungry for an in¬ 
definite period. 

ia) □ ib) □ ic) □ (d) □ (tO □ 

53 Do drug addicts get rid of their habit? 

I. Yes, a proper treatment and strong will power 

can save their life. * 

II. No, old friends and addiction prove too strong. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) U ie) □ 

54. Should children be allowed to see violence in 
movies? 

1 Yes, it turns them into tough guys. 

11. No, violence either frightens or creeps into their 
tender minds. 

ia) □. ib) U (c) □ (rf) □ (c) □ . 

55. Do Bharat Utsavs in foreign countries promote 
better cultural understanding? 

I. Yes, the foreigners get a closer glimpse of our 
cultural heritage through these Utsavs. 

II. No, they arc just a waste of money. 
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(a) □ (W □ (c) □ W) □ (e) □ 

TYPE IV 

In ifiiesftonfighvn below. Statements 1 and 2 arefoUcuwed by 
Coitiliisiotts lam 11. Taking the Statements to be truealtlwugh 
they may appear at varmnce with commonly accepted jiacts, tick- 
mark your mimers as under 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows, 

(^) Both I nnd II follow. 

(d) Either 1 or II follows 
{e) Neither I nor II follows 

Stateiiieiih: 

56. 1. Gay^tri is taller than Hansa who is taller than 

Indra. 

2 Fatima is taller than Hansa but shorter than 
Jamuna who is not as tall as Gayatri. 

Conclusions: 

I. Gayatri is the tallest. 

II. Indra is the shortest 

(rt) □ ih) □ (t) U (d) U (e) □ 

Statements- 

57. 1 Ajay made 6 runs loss than Dmesh and 6 runs 

more than Bhaskar 

2 Chandrakant made 8 ni ns less than one fifth of the 
total score of 155 runs. 

Conclusions: 

I. Dinesh made 50 runs. 

II. Bhaskar made 36 runs 

(a) □ (W □ (f) U (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements- 

58. 1 All bulbs are torches 

2. All torches are candles. 

Concliisions- 

I All candles arc bulbs. 

II. All bulbs are.candlcs 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

59. 1. Some thieves are murderers 

2. Only murderers are pick-pockets. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some thieves are pick-pockets 

II. Some murderers are not thieves. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) Q (e) □ 

Statements: 

60. 1. Mbuikiings are cottages. 

2. Sofne cottages are hostels. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some hostels are buildings. 

II. AH hostels are cottages. 

(a> □ (f») □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


Statements: 

61. 1. Some books are toys. 

2. All toys are dolls. 

Ctmclusions: 

I. All dolls are toys. 

II. Some books are dolls. 

(a) U (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements- 

62. 1. Only those patients were taken to hospital who 

were not taken to museum. 

2. Only tall patients were allowed in museum. 

Conclusions. 

I. No patient in hospital was tall. 

II. Some patients were tall in museum. 

(rt) U (b) U (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPEV 

The membership of a very reputed Club is given according 
to the rules gwen below. Apply the rules to those who have 
applied for membership and tick-mark the right clwice from (A), 
(B),(C), (D)and(E). 

1 The membership is only allotted to class one of¬ 
ficers and businessmen with foreign concerns, The 
owner has a special right to allot membership to 
pnvate doctors and lawyers who earn adenst Rs 
20000 per month. The Management Committee 
gives special privilege to players who have'repre- 
.sented India in International Events. 

2. Members must be citizen of India, however, the 
owner allows Indians who have settled in foreign 
countries to become member of the Qub. 

3. There should be no scandal attached to the name 
of the member If there had been a scandal but the 
Court ruled it out, then the Management Commit¬ 
tee gives the person concerned Membership of the 
Club. 

4. Tlie perstin, willing to become a member of the 
Club must be introduced by one of persons who is 
already a member of that Club or by some M.L.A. 

Mark your answers as unden 
A. The Membership was automatically given. 

B The Owner of the Club recommended the case. . 

C. The Management Committee recommended the 
candidate 

D. No decision was taken as information was lacking. 
E The membership was denied. 

63. Mr Ambani is an Indian businessman. He deals in 
jewellery and has his concern in Hong Kcmg. He was 
introduced by another member of the Qub. There was 
some business scandal attached to his name but it was 
cleared by the Court. 

Aa BU CU DU EU 

64. Mr Bhaigav is a very good player of hockey. He 
has his business concern in U5.A. He had a letter of intro- 
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duction from the loLal MIA 

AU BJ CJ DU tJ 

6'i Dr Chandron has l»>Uer of introdut tion from one of 
the memberb of thi C liib I It is an Indian and a class one 
officer f le has a clean repiitalion 

AJ BJ CJ DJ [J 

66 Miss David flu famous player of table-tennis has 
reprc’sentixl India at rn<iny International events Theie was 
some scandal attached to her name but w as found baseless 
by the Couit She is a titi/en of India and has letter of 
intnxlutfion from an M I A 

AJ BJ CJ DJ IJ 

67 Madam 1 lien, a very f.vmous dot tor in U K with a 
monthlv imome o( Ks 'itKKK.) is a citi/en of U K She has a 
very g<K)d leputation and has letter of intrixliiction from 
another docloi a momber of the C iub 

AJ BJ CJ DJ IJ 

68 Mr baroix], a busint*ssman from Iran has no scan¬ 
dal against him and was intrcxluced b) a member of the 
Club I it IS a millionaire 

AJ BJ CJ DJ EJ 

69 Ihc famt'us Indian lawyer Mr C.upta, with an 
income of Rs 280(K1 piM month was intiodiiced by an 
Ml A He IS fighting against a scandal involving him and 
his secietarv 

AJ BJ CJ DJ IJ 


70 Madam Hamson, an Indian business woman has 
several carpet industries and has a lovely showroom in 
Australia She was a national player of basket-ball and has 
no scandals attached to her name 

AJ BJ CU DU EU 

71 Mr Iqbal, the famous Indian player of basket-ball, 
who represented India m many countries, has a letter of 
intioduction from an M L A There is a scandal attached to 
his name which he says is quite baseles* 

AJ BU CU DU EU 

72 Dr Jain is a doctor of philosophy with gixid re- 
stvirch woik Indian by birth, he is a good player of Tennis 
and has an income of Rs KIOOO from his farm He has a 
letter of intrcxluction from one ot the members of the Club 

AJ BU CU DU EU 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (l>) All the others are used for joining two parts or 

bringing them together 

2 (10 AH the others mean the same 

t (t) It IS a spci ific item among general terms 
4 ill) It IS the only treatun> of imagination among the 
real ones 

“v (i/) All the otheis are signs of Zodiac 
6 (10 It IS the cmly domestic creature among wild 
animals 
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7. {a) A pilot need not be on defence staff like others. 

8. (c) All the others are units of weight. 

9. W) The relationship Is that of outer cover and the item 

to which it belongs. 

10. (b) One is an item of the other. 

11. (a) The other is a natural reaction of the first 

12. W) One must know the first one to become the other. 

13. (a) The words are opposites. 

14. (c) They mean the same. 

15. (c) One is used for another. 

16. (b) The relationship is thatof the item and M'nse-oigan 

to which it appeals. 

17. D 

18. C 

19. A 
20 B 

21. (<’) The letters used are from the lead woal and their 

sequence does not change except m this one 

22. (c) One 'S' is extra as the word has only »>ne 'S'. 

23. (b) Alt the other words have one letter which is iu)t 

from the lead word This one has none. 

24. (f) This IS the only word with one letter 'M' that does 

not occur in the lead word 

25. (f) One'S'IS extra. 

26. (d) 

27. (a) 

28. (c) 

29. (f) 

30. A 

31. B 

32. D 

33. (d) The word 'usually' makes the conclusion doubt¬ 

ful 

34. (b) It IS only an assumption, there could be other 

reasons as well, hence, a long drawn conclusion 

35. (d) The type of adventure is not specified. 

36. (a) The conclusion drawn is the right one 

37. (b) The conclusion is based on two examples only. 

38. (ij) Tire conclusion is self-explanatory. 

39. (c) The conclusion is incoherent. 

40. (a) The conclusion is quite a natural one. 

41. (d) 

42. (d) 

43. (/i) 

44. {<•) 

45. (c) 

46. (a) 

47. (d) 

48. (fl) 

49. (p) 

50. (a) 

51. (p) 

52. (c) 


53. (d) 

54. (b) 

55. (fl) 

56. (i) 

111 

I H F I C. 


57. (d) A—44,B--38,e -23; 11- 50. 
58 (b) 



62 C 
03. C 
64. D 

65 A 

66 C 

67. B 

68. B 

69. E 

70. D 

71 F 

72 E 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


The qiiestion^i ^ioen in thisfaiture iverenet in the Reserve 
Bank of India, f^rade "A" examination held recently. 

m’ are grateful to Shri Govind Singh Nirban of Jaipur for 
sending these questions to us. 

Q. 1-10. Ouf of the four suggested answers given 
below each question which should replace the (?) ques¬ 
tion mark? 

1. 4S'/, ot4()-20%()f? + 2 

in) 4t) (l>) 80 (c) 60 (d) 75 

{e) None of these 

2. ?x.OI9-.0361 

(a) .19 {b) 1.09 (r) 1.9 (</) 19 

{c) Noiu' of these 


.1 7^x4 
>'^23 


2 

3 


15 


(b) 7 


22 




" 16 


(e) None ol these 
4. 66033 V.33 ^ 13x22 -? 
ia) 2187 (b> 2084 (e) 2480 

2 None ot these 

27948 +.3489 + 726 - ? 

32163 </.) 30323 (c) 31613 


(/) 2287 

7 




29163 


(«’) 

None of these 




\ 

6. 

?% of218-3 Jx3 

,270 




(a) 

2.5 

/>) 5 

(e) 

10 

id) 

15 

(e) 

25 





7. 

89100 

1-198 - 800- 

. 7 




(a) 

200 

(b) 250 

' (e) 

300 

id) 

130 

(e) 

350 






8. 

'^o((10^^9 4 25)- 
3 

7 




(a) 

40 

(b) 15 

ic) 

.30 

id) 

1.56 

M’) 

.33 






9. 

1(K) + 

10 + 990-? 





(/;) 

1000 

(10 100 

ic) 

111 

id) 

.111 

(c) 

None ot these 





10. 

43616 

+ 17520 + 38914 - ? 




(a) 

80,0(K) 

ib) 

100,()(X) 

ic) 

90,000 


(d) 1.00,050 


(t-) 95,000 


Q. 11-15. In each of the following number series, a 
wrong number is given. Find out that number. 


11. 

5, 6, 

14,4.5,183, 925,! 

5556 




(a) 

6 

{/>) 14 

(r) 

45 

id) 

183 

(e) 

925 






12. 

496, 

242,116,54, 24, i 

5,4 




ia) 

24 

ib) 116 

ic) 

54 

id) 

24 

ic) 

8 






1.3. 

3,4, 

8,17,33,55,94 





(rt) 

4 

ib) 8 

ic) 

17 

id) 

33 

(r) 

55 






14. 

7,1(1 

1, 14,28,52, 100, 

196 




ia) 

10 

ib) 14 

(0 

28 

id) 

52 


(e) 100 

15. 9359,1558,311,77,25,12,12 

(«) 1558 (b) 311 (c) 77 (d) 25 

(c) 12 

16. Two students fought a college electioq. The win¬ 

ning student got 60% of the total votes and won the 
election by 144 votes only. What was the total number of 
votes polled? » 

(a) 720 (b) 480 (c) 360 (d) 240 

(e) None of these 

17. A's salary is 35% of B's salary. B's salary is 40% of 
C's salary. The total salary of all the three Ls Rs 19,250. 
What is the difference between the salary of A and B? 

(ff) 3250 (h) 3500 (c) 325 (d) 7500 

(e) None of these 

18. In a factory there are .some supervisors and some 
labourers. On their silver jubilee function, 2 shirts to each 
labourer and one shirt and one pant toeach supervisorare 
distributed. If, in all, 220 shirts and 20 pants are dis¬ 
tributed, what is the total number of workmen in the 
factory? 

(a) lot) (b) 110 (c) 120 

((/)• cannot be determined (e) None of these 

19. When there is an increase of 30% in the price of 
TV. sets and decrease of 20% in the number of sets .sold, 
then what is percentage effect on total sales? 

(a) 4% k)ss (b) 8% loss (c) 4% gain (d) 8% gain 

((’) None of these 

20. A book contains .50% pages in white, and 40% of 
the remaining pages in green. Balance 150 pages are in 
yellow. 1 low many green pages are there in the book? 

(a) 100 (b) 250 (c) 150 (d) .500 

(e) None of these 

21. Ramesh purchased 4 pens and 3 pencils for Rs 46. 
Rahul purchasea 3 peas and 5 pencils from the same 
trader at the same rate for the same amount. What is the 
price of 1 pencil? 

(a) 2.00 {b) 4.00 (c) 1.50 

id) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

22. If 8 @ 22 - 53 A 7 = 2905, then find the value of @. 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 

(d) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

23. A sum of money is to be divided among A, B and 
C in the ratio of 2:3:5. If total share of A and B is Rs 1500 
more than A's share, then find out Cs share. 

(a) 1000 (b) 1500 (c) 2500 

(d) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

24. How many pairs of numbers are there inbetween 
1 and 49, the total of each of which comes to 50? 

(a) 22 (b) 21 (c) 20 id) 26 

(e) None of these 

25. One-third of a two-digit number is more than 
one-fifth of that number by S-What is the difference be¬ 
tween these two digits? 

(a) 60 (W 45 (c) 75 
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M) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

26. To collect Rs 1,000 as hind to help drought-hit 
persons, each passenger in a bus donated as much money 
as there were passengers in the bus. In order to complete 
the target, the bus conductor contributed an amount not 
as per number of passengers in the bus but Rs 39. How 
many passengers were there in tlie bus? 

(a) 32 (W 30 (c) 25 

W) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

27. The length of a 27 sc| metre field is three times its 
breadth. What approximate time it will take to walk all the 
four sides of its boundary at the rate of 2 km per hour. 

(fl) 30 sec (b) 34 sec (c) 20 sec (d) 25 sec 

(e) 43 sec 

2^32. In the table given below, the production fig¬ 
ure of T.V. sets in different factories from the year 1986 
to 1991 is shown. Study the table carefully and answer 
the questions given below based on it 


Year 

Yearly production of T.V. sets in different 




type of factories 



A 

B 

- 1 

D 

E 

1986 

25 

16 

' 32 

8 

19 

1987 

17 

18 

] 40 

7 

9 

1988 


27 

> 39 

9 

,0 

1989 

12 

23 

1 41 

13 

11 

1990 

20 

14 

' 40 

j 

5 

21 

1991 

21 

12 

I 46 

4 

18 


28 What was the decrease percentage of production 
of T.V. sets in D-type lactones in 1991 as compared to 
1990? 

(a) 20% (b) 25% (c) 50% (d) 80% 

(e) None of these 

29. What is the ratio of production of T.V. sets m 
A-type factory in 1990 and production in same type ot 
factories in 1986 and 1988? 

(fl) 1 : 2 (b) 2:3 (<r) 1 : 1 (d) 1 :4 

(f) None of these 

30. What is the percentage of number of T.V. sets 
produced in 1986 as compart*d to average number of T V 
.sets produced during 19%-1991? 

(fl) 16.8% (b) 15% (c) 20% (d) 21% 

(e) 25% 

31. In which of the given years, there was maximum 
number of production of T.V. sets? 

(fl) 1986 (b) 1991 (c) 1988 

(d) 1990 (t-) 1987 

32. In which factory there was maximum production 
in all the given years? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) D (if) E 

(e) None of these 

33. Weight of A, B and C is in the ratio of 8 ; 7 : 5 
respectively. A's weight is 30% more than B's. To know the 
weight of C, what information, out of the two items X and 
Y given below, is essential? 

(X) total weight of A, B and C 


(Y) weightofany oneof A, BorC 
(fl) Only X is essential 

(b) Only Y is essential 

(c) Either X or Y is essential 

(d) Neither X nor Y is essential 

(f) Even both X and Y together are not e.ssential 

34. T he present ratio of ages of Suchrta and Shelkhar 
is 7:8. What will bo the ratio of their ages after 5 years? 

(a) 12:13 (h) 7:8 (f) 2:3 

(d) cannot be determined (e) None of these 

35. Rakesh purchased 16 kg of wheat at Rs 9.40 per 
kg and 25 kg wheat at Rs 8.50 per kg. After mixing the two 
quantitie.s, he sold the stock at Rs 8.90 per kg. How much 
he gained or lost in the whole transaction? 

(fl) loss Rs 2 (b) No profit, no loss (c) gain Rs 2 

(if) lossRs7.,50 (c) gain Rs 10 
.36 If one-fourth of a number is 72, then what vsdll be 
its two-third? 

(fl) 54 ib) 96 (c) 132 (d) 64 

(c) None of those 

37. A shopkc*eper sells sirmc articles taking profit of 
20% on the cost price. To arrive at the correct figure of 
gain, which of the following information i.s essentml? 

(X) Cost price of the articles 

(Y) Selling price ot the articles 
(fl) Only X is essential 

(b) Only Y is essential 

(c) Both X and Y are together essential 
(</) Hither X or Y is essential 

((’) Neither X nor Y is essential 

38. A and B can complete a work separately in 6 and 
3 days respectively. If both are asked to aimplete the work 
together, how much time they will take to finish the same 
work? 

(fl) 4 days (b) 5 days (r) 9 days (d) 7 days 

(e) None of these 

39. Two years ago, Ramesh's age was half of Suresh's 
age. If the ratio ot present ages of the two is 3 ; 5, what is 
the difference of their pre.sent ages? 

(fl) 16 (b) 10 (r) 12 (d) H 

(c) None of these 

40 Population of a town increa.ses at the rate of 3% 

per year. If the population of that town in 1990 was 60,000, 
then what will be its estimated population in 1992? 1 

(fl) 618(X) (h) 6.361K) (c) 63650 ) 

id) 62650 ; 

41 Simple interest on Rs 25000 for the first 2 years is J 
6% per annum and after 2 years, the rate of interest is 9% 
p<‘r annum. If this .sum is given on interest for 5 years and 
the rate of income-tax on inti'rest earned above Rs 2500 is 
equal to 20% of the sum, then what amount of income-tax 

is to be paid on it? 

(fl) 10750 (W 82.50 (c) 2150 (d) 1650 

(e) None of these ^ 

42. 3'hC sum of a two-digit numbt*r is 7 and their 'J 

product IS 12. What is the difference between these two ^ 

digits? i 

(fl) 3 (w 4 (c) I 

(d) cannot be determined (c) None of these 

43. Train A running at 60 km/hour crosses train B | 
coming from the opposite direction in 30 seconds. To find | 
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(Hit tht> ot tmm 13, v\ Inch ol (he two c onditioiii* out 

of X and ^ IS niM'ssary (o know’ 

(\) length ot ham A 
(Y) sp('t*d of tram H 
(ii) Only X IS ni-(.t'ssar\ 

(h) (.)nlv Y IS neu'ssan 
(() I ithcr X or \ is m n ssai) 

(d) Neither Xnoi 'i isnciossaiy 
(c) t%'t'ii \ and \ both together aie not necessarv 
44 I’arlap s niaiks obt.imeil m Hindi are less by 20 
obtained in I nglish II total marks obtained bv him m all 
the three siib)ei.ts 1 iiglish, 1 lindi and Arilhmetu are27's, 
then to tmd mil maiks obt.imed b\ him m Aiithmetii, 
wimh of llu two Lomlilions X ami ^ are essential to 
know ’ 

(\) Ma\nmiin matks to bt' gi\ en m e.u h siib)ei.t 
(^ ) M.irks obtained in t Imdi and I nglish 
ill) tliiiv \ Is neiessaiv 
(/>) t)nl\ \ is neiessarv 
(() \ and X togi'lher aie nei essaiv 
(lO I itliei \ oi V isneiessaiv 
(() Neilhii X nor \ is neiessjM 

4b All the 3b students ol a Hass imliiding its (.lass 
leachiT wtie to(.ontribuleei|iial amoiiiil eaih lot a pKim 
tiind I he school .igieed to (.ontiibute one loiirtli p.iil ot 
the rei|iiiii‘d limd If the tot.il tiind reipiiied was Us 4200, 
then w hat w as the shate of eai h sindcmt m that conlribu 
tion’ 

(a) 87 bO (h) \\hh7 (() ‘to 

((/) I annot be deti'i mined (<) None of tin so 
46-bO. In the graph given below wheat production 
is shown in 1000 tonnes. Answer the questions based 
on it. 



4(1 V\hal IS the percentage inciease m piodiictioii ol 
wheat m 1086 as lompan d to lOHb^ 

(a) 4b (/)) 37 b (() b2 ((/) bl 

(i) Noneofthc>so 

47 the piodiufion of which year is btt'r of the 
production of lOSband lO^tU’ 

(a) 108b (M |t487 {() logo (,{) 1000 

t(’) None oft ht'se 

48 It m 1001, prcHiiiction ot wheat is more than the 
vearlv average ol given voais, then what is the mminuim 
production m loop 

(a) 1,04,000 tonne's ib) 1,34,000 tonnes 

(<) l,2l,0lX) tonnes (d) !,00,0(M) tonnes 


(e) None of these 

40 The production of how many years is more than 
the aveiage produc turn’ 

(a) 3 (h) 2 (() I (d) 4 

(c) None ol these 

bO I low many times is the total production of years 
w ith ev en number more than the total prixluction ot years 
w ilh odd number’ 

(a) 1 8 (/)) 8 (i) 2.b ((/) 3.3 

((‘ ) Noneo t t hese _ _ _ 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

T~ ih) " 2 (<) (n) 4 ill) 

b (a) (1 (/>) 7 (<) , 8 (.) 

8 in) 10 (if) 

11 (1/) Ihe si-iic's IS 

b V I + 1 - 6,1) X 2 + 2 - 14, 11 X U 3 - 4b 
4bX t + I 184, IH4X b I b 42b 
so 183 IS wiong ItslioiildlH 184 

12 (i) I lu SOI ii's IS 

1x2 f 2 10 10 x 2 + 4 24,24 x 2 + 6 b4, 
blx2 + 8 116 116X2 + 10 242 

’42 X2 + 12 4% 

S) S IS w rung It should lx- 10 

13 (i) llu SI ric"- IS 

1 Ml X I) I 4 + (’X2) S 8 + ( 3 X 17 
17 +(1X4) 33, 33 Mb Xb) b«, 38 Mo X (1) 04 

!so bbisuiong It should be 38 
II (b) I he senes IS 

7x2-4 ID 10x2 - 1 1(+, 16x2 4 28 

28X2-1 b2, b2x2-4 100 1(H)X2-4-1% 

So 11 IS wiimg It should be 16 
lb (if) The St IKS I-, 

12x1+0-12 12 X 2 + 1 - ?b 2b X ) + 2 = 77, 

77X4 + V 311, 111 Xb + 4 IbbO, 

lbbOX6+b 93b‘) 

So IbbH IS w long ll should be 1 bbO 

l() ill) 

17 (ll) SiipposeC ss.ilaiv Ks UKI 

I hen B s Us «) 

A s 3b', ol 40 14 

Total ol A BandC ssalaiies lb4 

I )ilt of A s and B's salary 10-11 = 26 

ltdilf IS 26, tol.il salaiies lb4 

It dill is |9,2b0, total salaric’s 

- I92b0+ - Ks32b0 

18 (i) 19 (1) 20 (ll) 

21 (d) Hut it Kahul purchased 8 pencils instead of b, 

tin'll the aiisw t r would be (a) 

22 (fi) 8222 b3l7 2^>0b 23 (i) 24 (r) Ans24 

2b (if) 26 (.) Ans3| 27 (1) 28 (d) 

29 (lO 30 (a) 31 (/.) 32 (1) 

33 (() In (ho giv en ratio 8 7 b, A's w«>ight cannot lx* 

30', more than B's 

34 (d) 3b (,) 36 (i')]b2 (Number is 288) 

37 (d) 38 (<’) 

39 (,•) I v\ o v'ears ago Ramesh's age = 4 years, 

Suresli's age 6 years 

I’resonf age - 6 vears 10 years (3 b) 

nitfi'rence - 4 Ans 

40 (i) 11 (<) 

42 (i) The two-digit number is 43*« 

43 (,') 44 <b) 4b (a) 46 (h) 

47 (b) 48 (d) 49 (d) 

bO ((') Ans 1 469 
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OBJECrm-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


Ihc y/iv» Mow U’cic '>if 

III Ihc Cciicrol Aioaii iiC'>'^ pnpi r on In 
limn fliston/ ntui Culture in the ISth 
ionihincii loinpctitwc cxnminntiou liilil 
on till 24lli Mm/, 1992 In/ Biliiii Piihiu 

Si/i'/ci Cointni'^'^ion 

W( an x’latipil to '^Ini Vi/m/ knnuv 
of Dnitoiman/ (Pninniii) foi 
to //s 

1 Hiimppan seals ucro made 
i)f 

(a) Tenaeotta (h) copper 

(t) Iron (</) load 

2 Mohenjodnio was e>ca\aled 
in the year 

(ii) 1421 (l>) 1422 

(() 1431 ((/) 1433 

3 Wlmh animal had no men 
lion m the Indus Valley C ivili/ation 

(ii) Cow 
(/') Fkphanl 

(c) Horse 
((./) Coat 

I Aryans onginalU tame 

horn 

(d) Cential Asia 
(h) North India 
(t) South India 
ill) Central India 

5 Harapna is situated on 
ill) riyerKavi 

(h) iiyerSaiaswati 

(i) Plains ot riyer Sindhu 
(d) Bhoj;v\ a ri v er Pla in 

6 An image ot dant mg girl is 
tound at 

(ii) Kalibangan 
(W Mohen)i)daro 
(() Harappa 
(rf) Ropar 

7 The Harappan people wor- 
shippetl 

(n) Shiva 
(W I’ashupati 
(t) Vishnu 
(d) Mother Goddess 

8 The system of governing ol 
Indus Valley Civilization w'as 
piobably 

(ii) Democracy 
(/)) Monart hy 
(t) Dictatorsnip 
(d) Kingship 

9 The age of early Vedic'i^Hf nod 


(n) 20()()-lS0()BC 
(h) 13(K)-ltWK) BC 
(l) I3l)l)-3(X)BC 
(d) loot) 300 BC 

10 Atharya Veda deals with 

(a) charms and spells to ward 
off ey ils and diseases 
(/') I lymns and rituals 
(() Pra\i IS to Shiya 
(d) Medical tieatment 

11 Buddha s death oiturred m 

(a) 4W)1K (h) 483 BC 

U) 4‘I0B(. (d) 486BC 

12 Buddha denounttd 
Ui) lainism 

(h) Nature vcorship 
(t) Humanism 
(d) Brahminisni 

13 Budtlhist Iiteiatuies wen 
vtiitteii in 

(a) Prakrit (l>) Pah 

(() Sanskrit (d) lainil 

11 1 hiid Buddhist L ouiicil Wiis 
hell! during the leign ol 
(a) Ashok.i 
(h) Kanishka 
(() Bindiisai 
(d) A)atshatru 

13 Alexander Inxadetl India in 
(a) 340 BC (/<) 3(,OI3C 

(() 210B( 01) 320 BC 

16 Maui yas v\ ere the rult rs ol 
(a) Kosala 

(h) Kanshambi 
(<) Magadha 
(d) Vaisiiali 

17 Bmdiisaia sLicieeded 
(a) I larsha 

(/') C handiagupta Mauiya 
(() Ashcika 
(d) Ajatshatru 

18 Manu Smiiti ileals with 
Ol) I conomics 

ih) I’olitics 
0) Meditines 
01) Law 

19 Chandragupta Maurya 
defeated 

(a) Seleutus 
(h) Alexander 
(t) Poms 
(d) None of Ihese 

20 Kalinga w^as caiMured in 
(a) 261 B C a>) 280 B C 


(t) 290 BC Id) 310 BC 

21 C hanakya (or Kautiiya) was 
a 

(a) Sudra 
(H Vaishya 
(() Kshatnya 
Ol) Biahman 

22 Indika" was w ritten by 
(a) Megastheiiese 

(h) Banabhatt 

(i) Harsha 
(d) Vahniki 

23 Mahatira and Buddha were^ 
(a) Sudras 

(/) Biahmiiis 
(t) Kshatmas 
(d) Vaislnas 

24 W ho wiote Kamayana ^ 

(a) Kalidas 

(ii) liilsidas 
0) Valmiki 
ol) Kahn 

23 V\ ho u rote the Kamasiitra^ 
Ol) Andhghosh 

(l>) Vatsyayana 
(i) Banabhatt 
Ol) Kalhana 

2h Ai thsaslia deals w ith 
Ol) Stateiratl and Administra- 
tH>n 

(/>) F^eligum 
(i) bionomics 
Ol) Ruial stmcliire 

27 Ihe Candhaia Art had the 
intliii me tiom 

(a) Mathuia 
(/)) C.iacco Roman 
0) kushans 
(d) C intial India 

28 Ihe Buddhistii Art was 
nioslK inllutmid b\ 

(a) Mathiir.i 
(/) C.nik 
(<) CI nil il India 
01) Kushans 

24 llu msiription on the Al¬ 
lahabad Pillai describes about 

ta) Skanda Ciiipta 
(/)) Samiidragupta 
(c) C handragupta II 
01) Kumai (iupta 
30 According to Manusaniliita, 
Sakas.inii Parthians belonged to 
(a) Brahmans 
(h) degraded Kshatriyas 


AUGUST 9Z COMPLDTION MASTER « 




OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


(c) Sudnis 
(</) Vaishyas 

11. The Guptas patronisfil: 

(a) Brahamanism 
(f>) Buddhism 
(t) Jainism 

UD Bhagwalism 

32. The Ciuptas had issued the 
largest number of toms made up of: 

(tf) copper (h) gold 
(c) iron 0/) silver 

33. The Ajanta and Rllora paint¬ 
ings was done during the reign of: 

ill) Cholas 
(/O ( handellas 

(c) Chalukyas 
((/) Kushans 

34 Till* tlieory ol Material Cul¬ 
ture deals with: 

(d) Economics 

(/>) Iron and Agricultural im¬ 
plements 

(() Stxrial stnulim' 

(d) Making seals 

35. Who reignt'd during 606-647 
A.D.? 

(rt) Ashoka 

(b) Harshavardhan 

(c) Samudragupta 
((/) Skanda Gupta 

36. Harshavardhan made his 
capital at: 

00 Kannauj 
(h) Vaishali 
O') Magadha 
(li) Avanli 

37. The ICith Temple was built 
by: 

00 Sivaskanda Varman 
(h) Narasimhavarman 11 (Fal¬ 
la v) 

(t) Mahendravarman 

(d) IHilakesan-II 

.38. The Sangam literature was 
written in: 

00 Sanskrit 

(b) Fraknt 

(c) Tamil 

(d) Pali 

39. The Ellora temples were 
built by: 

00 Pa las 

(b) Rashtrakuta 

(c) Prathera 

(d) Pandyas 

40. The Somnath temple was 
robbed in: 

(d) 1025 A.D. 

(b) 1030 A.D. 

(c) 1026 A.D. 

(d) 1035 A.D. 

41. What culture did Rajputs 
develop? 
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00 Sati 
(W Johar 

(f) Child marriage 
(d) Widow remarriage 

42. Who were the first invaders 
of India? 

(a) Arabs 

(b) Muslims 
O’) Turks 

(d) Central Asians 

43. Who was the first Turkish in¬ 
vader of India 

00 Mahmud of Ghazni 

(b) Alaptagin 

(c) Sabuktigm 
OO Mahmud 

44. Who built Khajuraho 
Temples? 

00 Pandyas 
(b) Guptas 
(f) Chandellas 

(d) Kashtrakulas 

45. To whom Mohamad Ghori 
defeated in the second battle of 
Terain? 

(a) Prithvi Raj Shankan 
(/>) Qutb-din-Aibak 
(f) Ra/iya 
(d) Stibuktgin 

46. Aryabhatt was a: 

00 Scientist 

(h) Economist 
O') DK'tor 
(d) Author 

47. Which Province is related 
with the Battle of Plassey? 

(a) Madras 

(b) Bombay 
O') Bengal 
(d) Orissa 

48. What was the main cause of 
the first Karnataka war? 

(a) Seven years of fighting 

(b) Rivalry in trade 
O') Internal clash 

(d) War of Austrian Succession 

49. "Black Hole" tragedy oc¬ 
curred during the reign of: 

in) MirQasim 
ib) Mir Zafar 

(c) Sirai-ud-Dowla 

(d) ShanAlam 

50. Cout de Tally was a/an: 

(a) French 

(b) Dutch 

(c) English 

(d) Portuguese 

51. Treaty of Allahabad (1765) 
was signc’d during the reign of: 

(a) Aurangzeb 

(b) Mir Kasim 

(c) Shah Alam-11 

(d) Nizam-ud-Daula 


52. "Hindu Pad Padsahi" was 
started by; 

(a) Shivaji 

(b) Balaji Vishwanath 

(c) Shahjee Bhosle 

(d) Shai^haji 

53. The Third battle of Panipat 
was fought in: 

(a) 1731 (W 1745 

<c) 1761 (d) 1771 

54. The division of the Provin¬ 
cial government into two halves, un¬ 
officially known as Dyarchy was 
result of the Government of India Act 
1919 during the period of: 

(a) Lord cWzon 

(b) Lord Chelmsford 

(c) Lord Lytton 

(d) Lord Wavcll 

55. To whose suggestion did 
l,ord Cornwallis accepts and intro- 
duccKl Permanent Settlement of Ben¬ 
gal? 

(a) Warren Hastings 

(/») A. Clarke 

(c) John Shore 

(d) John Maepherson 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(a) 

2. 

(b) 

3. 

O') 

4. 

{a) 

5. 

(a) 

6. 

(b) 

7. 

(d) 

8. 

(d) 

9. 

ib) 

10. 

(a) 

11 

(b) 

12. 

id) 

13. 

Q>) 

14. 

00 

15. 

id) 

16. 

(c) 

17. 

(b) 

18. 

id) 

19. 

ta) 

20. 

(a) 

21. 

id) 

22. 

00 

23. 

(c) 

24. 

ic) 

25. 

(b) 

26. 

(a) 

27. 

ib) 

28. 

ib) 

29. 

(b) 

30. 

ib) 

31. 

(fl) 

32. 

(d) 

33. 

ic) 

34. 

(W 

35. 

(b) 

36. 

ia) 

37. 

(W 

38. 

O') 

39. 

ib) 

40. 

ia) 

41. 

(b) 

42. 

ia) 

43. 

(c) 

44. 

(c) 

45. 

ia) 

46. 

Xa) 

47. 

(0 

48. 

id) 

49. 

(r) 

50. 

(a) 

51. 

ic) 

52. 

(b) 

53. 

(0 

54. 

ib) 

55. 

(0 






Correction 

Q. 40, page 801, June '92 issue 
The answer is (a) instead of (c) 
The first xvoman President of the 
Indian Natjonal Congress rvas Annie 
Besant in 1917. Sarojini Naidu ms 
President of the Indian National Con¬ 
gress in 1925. 



OBJECnVE-TYK QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


* Read the following passage care- 
fully and answer the questions 
given below it Certain words/ex- 
pressions in the passage are given 
in BOLD to help you locate them 
while answering some of the ques¬ 
tions. 

rhe Centre .ind the Stales must 
boctime "partners" in the planning 
process to determine national 
priorities together I he process of 
planning would undergo a change in 
view of the changes in domestic 
cK-onomic situation and "momentous 
trends ' emerging in the world The 
development of human resource and 
the building up of an institutional 
framework would have to receive 
priority attention The role of the 
government would also have to be 
examined so as to Killy involve the 
people in the preness of nation build 
mg I he main task would be to en 
sure that the rc*at initiative was 
transferred to the peopk The private 
sc*ctor, which would register expan¬ 
sion hereafter, should keep this ob 
jcKtive firmly m view The need for an 
effective population policy is an ur 
gent necessity m the country's plan¬ 
ning strategy The family welfare 
programme should not be treated as 
the Centre's responsibility alone The 
States shcmld evolve a suitable 
mechanism for closer involvement of 
the State governments, 7illa Pan 
shads and Panchayats for making the 
programme a success 

1 What would force the plan¬ 
ning process to undergo a change? 

(fl) domestic compulsions 

(h) domestic economic situa¬ 
tion and world trends 

(t) mtemahonal pressures 

W) fiee-market force’s 

2 What should be given 
priority attention? 

(a) role of government 

(b) decentralisation of 
powers 

(c) involvement of people in 
raising prcxluction 

(rf) human resource and in¬ 
stitutional framework 

3 From the following state 
ments, which one is FALSE? 

(ii) Real initiabves should be 


transferred to the pcxiplc 
(h) Role of the government in 
nation-builoing should be 
examined 

(c) There should be no role for 
the govcTnment as far as 
planning is concerned 
((/) Centre and State's must 
become equal partners in 
the planning proci'ss 

4 I rom the following state¬ 
ments which one is TRUF? 

(cl) btfective population 
policy IS Lentre's respon 
sibility 

(h) Population policy and 
family welfare pro 

gramme are inter-linked 
{() Family welfare pio- 

gramme is secondary 
((/) The State governments 
should use force to control 
population 

5 closer involvement does 
not include one of the following 
agenc les 

(rt) electronic media 
ib) State governments 
(c) 7illa parishads 
id) Panenayats 

6 One of the following is not 
mentioned in the passage 

(rt) private sector 
(h) national priorities 
(f) nation building 
id) public sc'Ctor 

7 The expression “momentous 
In lids” stands for 

in) influential persons 
(/») important duections 

(c) notable results 

(d) me*morable cause's 

8 The word opposite to 
“exponsion" is 

(ti) shrinking 
(h) elimination 
(t) limitation 
(d) reduebon 

9 the nearest word in meaning 
to 'strategy' is 

(a) tool 

(b) device 

(c) policy 

(d) trick 

10 The word 'ewdve' in the pav 
sage stand for 


(fi) invent 

(b) develop 

(c) discover 
id) find 

11 The word 'meLliamsm' in the 
passage mc'ans 

(a) method 
ib) discussion 
(() procedure 
id) decision 

12 The opposite of 'uwolve' is 

(rt) share (h) dismiss 

(t) exclude (d) reject 

* In each sentence below, a part is 
given in ;f(i/ii ■> The lifi/icspartoflhe 
sentence may contain an error. 
Below each sentence, four phrases 
are given. One of them can sub¬ 
stitute the italus part to correct it 
The number of that part (1,2,3 & 4) j 
is the answer If the italus part is 
correct as it is, mark (5) as your | 
answer. . 

1 ? At an early age he had made 
Ins mat kasa chemist 

(1) made his mark | 

(2) makes his mark ! 

(3) has made his mark ; 

(4) did made his mark i 

(3) No correction recjuired | 

14 He has bc*cn working off and > 
on for several years to compile a die- { 
lionary i 

(1) rc'gularly * 

(2) on and off 

(3) onorofl 

(4) on and of ( 

(3) No corrc'ction inquired 

13 He spent much time and 
energy over it and lost a large sum in > 
//)< harifaiu 

(1) with the bargain 

(2) for the bargain 
O) olf the bargain 

(4) into the bargain 

(31 No airrection required 

16 He IS not in tin gmd hooks of 
his master 

(1) in the better bcKiks 

(2) in the gocxl b(K)k , 

(3) m the nest books 

(4) into the good books 

(5) No correction a'quirod 

17 Only the mother hankers to | 
appease the hunger of her child until | 
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■^Itc hunllii s tin Inst 

(1) until she biOiitheJ llu- Inst 

(2) until she bre.ithes hc‘r Inst 
("1) until she bie illn il In i 1 isi 
(4) until slie iliH s 111)1 bn nthe 

the In<'l 

(*') Noioiritlion i(.i]iiiH i1 

* Read each sentence carefully to 
find out whether there is any gram¬ 
matical error in it The error, if any, 
will be in one part of the sentence 
(1, 2, 3 & 4) If there is no error, the 
answer is (S) 

IH Vh biolhei has (I) been 
being Ml /XmetRa (2) with his tarniU 

(3) toi the past ten (4)veais No error 

(S) 

1^ (hi niv lecjuesl (I) |alin intio 
cliued me (2) to his Irieiui (3) v\ho is 
singer and a sc lenti^l (4) No error (S) 

20 being a well knov\n (I) 
physicist he was (2) iin ited lodelner 
(3) a lecture on laser technolog\ (4) 
Noeiroi (3) 

21 One ot the (1) most widtlv 
spii'ad (2) bad habit (3) is the list of 
tobacco(4) Noeiioi (3) 

22 1 h‘ was (1) hard dov\ n (2) for 
mone\ and (3) was being harassid 
by his (1) cieclilor No eiror (3) 

23 I he man who is (1) per 
pc'tiiallv hesitating (2) which of the 
two things (3) he v\ill do fifsl, will 
ullimateK do either (4) Noerroi (3) 

24 She felt ashamed (1) and re 
cjuc'sted me (2) to not to a veal (3) 
anything to her mothei (4) No eiror 
(S) 

23 11 1 '\ ei there w as (I) a siib)ec I 
that (2) deseivcd attention on this 
colossal scale (3) it is suiely the en 
vironmciit (4) Noeiioi (3) 

26 I here was a time (I) when 
we (2) used to (3) ptiltirm all the 
veai aiound (I) Noerioi (3) 

27 Petmie sav (1) m\ voice ot 
casionally (2) reminds them (3)of mv 
mothc*r (4) No error (3) 

* Pick out the most effective word 
from the given words to fill in the 
blanks so that the sentences become 
meaningfully complete 

2b The conclusion is 

that people will have tci live with 
using pi lies 

t(i) ultimate 
(/') inescapable 
U) final 
Of) hopeless 

2V Iveiybodv should 
fnim any action which might create 
ill-w’ill among people 
(ii) abstMit 


(b) desist 

(c) abstain 
(rf) avoid 

30 That must be the of 

c’c onomic poht y in the years ahead 

(ii) watchword 
(b) guide 
(t) key 
(il) indicator 

31 The path of adjustment and 
is not easy 

(ii) improvement 
(b) revtilution 
(() evolution 

(d) reform 

32 A major success IS to 

turn anybody s head 

(a) bad 

(b) enough 
(t) sufficient 
(if) timely 

33 I he countries of this _ 

must sttip taking advantage of each 
other's domestic problems 

(a) area 

(b) vvoild 
(<) legion 
Ul) pait 

34 India s entiy into the tangle, 
was more by accident than by 

(a) debate 
(/)) intention 

(c) design 
Ul) j-Uiipose 

33 The guilt or innocence of the 
will oe decided by the court 

of law 

(a) killer 

(b) criminal 
(t) suspicious 
(if) accusc'd 

36 I he grass is always, but al¬ 
ways gi tvner the other side 

(a) over 

(b) under 

(c) on 
(if) above 

37 The siiiest way to make a 

monkey of a man is to him 

(a) mutate 

(b) c]uote 

(c) praise 
id) copy 

* Rearrange the following five sen¬ 
tences, A, B, C, D and E in proper 
sequence so as to make a meaning¬ 
ful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below them: 

A I think our country is search¬ 
ing for an identity 

B Yet, I do not agree with the 
prophets of doom who see nothing 


but disaster ahead 

C And a new vision of the fu¬ 
ture will emerge from this 

D. When 1 came back to India 
after a stmt in northern Ireland, I felt 
1 was treading a hot bed of intense 
religious and political violence 

E However, the mayhem over 
the last few months is deeply shock¬ 
ing 

38 Which of the above senten¬ 

ces should cxime F/rsf in the para¬ 
graph? , 

(tf) A 

(b) B 

(c) C 
id) D 
(e) L 

39 Which of the above senten¬ 
ces should come Second m the para¬ 
graph’ 

(a) A (b) B 

(c) C 

W) D (e) E 

40 Which of the above senten¬ 
ces should come [Inrd in the para¬ 
graph’ 

(rt) A (b) B 

(() C (d) D 

(c) L 

41 Which of the above senten¬ 
ces should come Fourth m the para¬ 
graph’ 

(a) A (b) B 

(<) C id) D 

(c) E 

42 Which of the above senten¬ 
ces should come Ijist in the para¬ 
graph’ 

(a) A (b) B 

(r) C (d) D 

(<’) E 


ANSWERS 


1 

(b) 

2 (d) 3 

(0 4 

(b) 

s 

(a) 

6 (d) 7 

(b) 8 

(d) 

9 

U) 

10 (b) 11 

(«) 12 

<c) 

13 

(I) 

14 (1) 15 

(4) 16 

(5) 

17 

(2) 




18 

(4) 

for the last ten years' 


19 

(4) 

'who IS a singer' 



20 

(3) 



21 

(3) 

'bad habits 



22 

(2) 

‘hard pressed' 



23 

(4) 

'will ultimately do neither' 


24 

(3) 

'not to reveal' 



25 

(1) 

'if ever there were 



26 

<4) 

'all the year round 

1 ' 


27 

(4) 

'of my mother's' 



28 

(b) 

29 (b) 30 

U>) 


31 

id) 

3Z (b) 33 

(c) 


34 

(c) 

35 (d) 36 

(c) 


37 

(b) 

38 id) 39 

(e) 


40 

(b) 

41 (a) 42 

(c) 
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Notes on Current Affairs 

NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ INDIA-U S TALKS ON NPT ♦ INDIA, JAPAN TO SEEK NPT CONSENSUS 

♦ INDIA TO WAIT FOR NPT REVIEW ♦ MANMOHAN ADMITS LAPSES 

♦ AMNESTY CONDEMNS PUNJAB KILLINGS ♦ COURT RULING ON 
RESERVATIONS ♦ SC/ST FOR JOBS ON POPULATION BASIS ♦ WB REJECTS 
NARMADA REPORT ♦ FAMILY PLANNING FAILURE ♦ RAJYA SABHA POLL VERDICT 

♦ BY ELECTIONS MIXED VERDICT ♦ TIN BIGHA LEASE BLOODSHED ♦ SCAM 
NOT TO TOUCH REFORMS ♦ STALEMATE IN KASHMIR ♦ JMM THREAT TO BIHAR 
GOVT ♦ STIR FOR GORKHALAND ♦ 


India-U.S. Talks on NPT 

higli-levcl team of U.S. officials 
held talks with their Indian 
tountorparls in Dt'lhi on June 18-19. 
The mam topic cjivered was the NPF; 
in particular, an attempt to evolve a 
compromise based on reconciliation 
and understanding. India main¬ 
tained that the treaty was dis¬ 
criminatory, but It was felt that there 
was scope for getting closer to each 
other's position on the basis ot "non- 
discriminatory elements". Both sides 
e\pn‘s.sed the hope that the differen¬ 
ces could eventually be narrowed 
down. There was no attempt to exert 
pressure on India to sign the treaty in 
Us present form. The approach of 
both sides was constructive and the 
talks were held in a tnendly atmos¬ 
phere. 

Several security-related concepts 
and possibilities were discussed. 
Some proposals, apparently related 
to non-discriminatory arrangements 
in relation to non-proliteration, were 
discus.sed for the first time. 

Tlie Indian delegation referred to 
India's nuclear record since the 1974 
experimental explosion and pointed 
out that it has exercised the utmost 
restraint, especially in regard to ex¬ 
port of nuclear technology and 
material In fact its record was much 
better than that of the NPT sig¬ 
natories. As for the missiles 
programme, the Indian side is under¬ 
stood to have made it clear that New 
Delhi wojuld not accept any 
"irrational" restrictions. 


Arms for Pakistan: lire Indian 
delegation pointed out that in spite of 
the Pressler amendment, Pakistan 
continued to receive considerable 
quantities of LIS arms through com¬ 
mercial transactions On the other 
hand, India had not violated any law. 

The US side, which referred to 
India's defence expenditure, was 
told that in real terms it had actually 
come down in ns.ent years, umsider- 
ing the international value of the 
rupee and the 12 per cent inflation. In 
lenns ot percentage of the Gross Na¬ 
tional Product (GNP), it declined 
from 4 2 per cent in the period faim 

1987 to 1990. In 1991-92 it was 3 21 
per cent and during the current fiscal 
year it was expected to bo below three 
per cent. In Pakistan, the correspond¬ 
ing figure in 1989-90 was 8.24 per 
cent. In per capita terms the figure in 

1988 was $ 12 (US) in the case ot 
India, compared with $ 23 and $ 20 m 
China and Pakistan, mspectively. 

No Aid-Human Rights Link: 
US Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State Teresita Schaffer's recent visit to 
New Delhi is being seen as the begin¬ 
ning of a productive dialogue be¬ 
tween the two countries. The visit 
blunted what some described as' 
"alarmist" reports from New Delhi, 
suggesting that Ms Schaffer had held 
out a warning to the Finance Mini¬ 
ster, Dr Manmohan Singh, that pres¬ 
sure from the US Congress had made 
it difficult for the Bush administra¬ 
tion to delink economic aid from 
human rights and non-proliferation 
concerns. Moreover, the US aid is 



only $ 24 million a year, too small an 
amount to be used as a lever. 

India is one of the biggest 
beneficiaries of the World Bank cf^ij: 
facility. In fiscal 1993, which began in 
April, it is likely to get $ 6.7 billion as 
foreign aid, almost half of which wiU 
come from the World Bank. 


The World Bank Vice-President; 
Mr Wood, was all praise for ]ndia''a 
economic reform.s and as tangibh|i‘ 
evidence of the Bank's support, 
announced the second and finat, 
tranche of its $ 500 million structuKaT' 
adjustment loan for the country. 


There are some anti-India eJe-j 
ments in the US Congress, who often' 
introduce bills denying aid to India j 
as a protest against its human rights . 
record, but the administration had ai- i 
wavvS opposed such moves. It favours I 
a policy of construcitve dialogue) 
with India. \ 


j 

India, Japan to seek NPT j 
consensus 

I NDIA and Japan agreed on June 23 1 
to explore a new international con- J 
sensus on the nuclear non-prolifera -1 
tion issue. The two countries also] 
decided to incorporate arrangements * 
which were both comprehensive and | 
non-discriminatory while striving for J 
a consensus. Mr Narasimha Rao ex-'| 
plained to the Japanese Prime Mini- S 
ster, Mr Kiichi Miya/awa, that India's J 
reserv’ations over the NPT were no’j 
different from Japan's which, while \ 
signing the treaty in 1975, had?! 
wanted its ivctification on the ground i 
that it was discriminatory as it gave a ,* 
special status to nuclear powers. 

The NPT is due for review three .j 
years hence and preparatory workj| 
would begin from the middle of nextijj 
year. This is the time for the two?'* 
countries to work together, Mr Rao! 
urged, sharing the lapanesel 
Premier's concern over proliferatiottl 
of nuclear weapons. The risk is nctfl 



fron\ one or two countries which 
have not signed the Nl’T. There is the 
frightening possibility of ready-made j 
nuclear weapons and technology 
being used. In addition, some j 
countries which had signal the NIT ] 
were having clandestine nuclear ' 
programmes which clearly indicated 
the glaring inadecjuacies of a regituial 
approach to the nuclear issue. 

The Japanese Premier made mi 
linkage betwivn the NIT issue and j 
Japan's economic aid to India. I 

India to Wait for NPT 
Review 

I NDIA would wait till the Nuclear 
Non-proliferation Treaty comes up 1 
for international review in 1495 ] 
before taking a decision on signing it, I 
the Prime Minister, Mr Narasimha 
Rao, said at his press conference on i 
June .50. India has not signed the j 
treaty because of its discriminatory 
nature; the most obvious change 
necessary in the document is that it 
be made non-discriminatory. The 
end-result of the treaty should be that 
no nuclear weapons exist anywhere 
on the face of the earth. 

Spelling out the Government's 
new defence against continuing in¬ 
ternational pressure on the sensitive , 
NPT issue, the Prime Minister as¬ 
serted that it would "look odd" to 
sign the treaty when the review 
process was due to start soon. Many 
nations which had signed the treaty 
have criticised its discriminatory na- | 
ture. ' 

Asked for his comments on a 
suggestion that India declare itself a 
nuclear-weapon State and then 
negotiate on the NPT issue, the Prime 
Minister shot back: "We cannot 
declare ourselves what we are not." | 

Manmohan Admits lapses 

A s expected, members of the Par¬ 
liamentary Consultative Com¬ 
mittee of the Finance Ministry tot>k to 
task the Ministry and the Reserve 
Bank of India, v>n June 24, for the 
colossal failure of the system which 
led to the Securities scam by Harshad 
Mehta and his dissociates. Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh acknow- 
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ledged that there were tremendous 
lapses in the banking system. The in¬ 
ternal audit failed, the system failed, 
and the scam brought shame to us, he 
said while reacting to bitter criticism. 
However, he defcndtHd the RBI 
Governor, Mr S. Venkitaramanan, 
and exmtended that he could not be, 
blamed for the scam. 

The Government intends to 
amend the contracts of all bank chair¬ 
men; they would now have to seek 
the permission of the Government for 
joining as directors of any other com¬ 
pany after retirement. Mr N.P.K. 
Slave, who criticised the Finance 
Minister and the top bureaucrats 
during the discussion on the scam in 
the Rajya Sabha, suggested that 
banks be converted into the joint sec¬ 
tor. In his view, nationalisation of the 
banks had destroyed the checks and 
biilances in the banking system, with 
bureaucrats and politicians interfer¬ 
ing in their running. 

Special tribunals to recover bank 
loans and making it obligatory on 
bank chairmen to .seek government 
permission for holding post-retirc*- 
ment jobs, are among the measures 
the Government will adopt to restore 
public confidence in the financial sys¬ 
tem shattered by the Rs .5,078-crore 
securities scam. The Finance Minister 
disclosed that the Government 
would take all possible measures to 
restore and enhance people's con¬ 
fidence in the financial systt*m. 

Second enquiry report: The RBI 
enquiry committee, in its second in- 
tenm report submitted on July 6, dis¬ 
closed that the total amount involved 
in the stock scam was Rs 3542.78 
crore—higher by about Rs 5(X) crore 
than the estimate of Rs 3078.% crore 
made by the committee in June. The 
committee also found glaring defi¬ 
ciencies in the internal control mech¬ 
anism in the entire banking system. 

Amnesty Condemns 
Punjab killings 

A mnesty international, on June 
20, condemned the recent, 
deliberate and arbitrary killings by 
armed opposition groups in Punjab 


CURRENT AFFAIRS 

and called on these and other armed 
groups elsewhere in India to stop 
such killings of civilians, including 
hostages, as well as others under 
their control and to live up to basic 
humanitarian standards. 

Amnesty urged the Indian 
Government to order an inquiry into 
the reported extra-judicial executions 
by the security forces of Sikh young 
men whose bodies were found in the 
Sirhind canal in January this year and 
to release Mr Ajit Singh Bains, a 
former High Gpurt Judge and human 
rights advocate. 

The human rights organisation 
deplored the killings of hundreds of 
civilians. It felt ujaset by the spate of 
brutal murders committed by armed 
groups in pursuit of their campaign 
for an independent Sikh homeland— 
"Khalistan". 

Referring to the brutal murders, 
by militants, of two University 
Professors and an All India Radio of¬ 
ficial, Amnesty said these killings of 
civilians can never be condoned in 
time of peace or war. "They are for¬ 
bidden by minimum humane stand¬ 
ards in the Geneva Conventions, 
established for goveniments and op¬ 
position groups alike involved in 
armed conflicts within a country." 
"Deliberately killing civilians simply 
because they belong to a particular 
community, as we've seen so often in 
Punjab, and killing defenceless 
htistages, as has happened in Kash¬ 
mir, Assam and now in Punjab, are 
partiailarly reprehensible." 

India's rejoinder to Amnesty: 
Reacting to the persistent allegations 
of human rights violations, the 
Government of India has sent a 
rejoinder to Amnesty International, 
giving case-by-case details in respect 
of about 50 specific instances. The 
Government has made it clear that 
India firmly believes in human rights 
and has never been found wanting in 
bringing to book those found guilty 
in this regard* 

OfHcial sources said in Delhi on 
Juite 24 that soon after the receipt of 
Amnesty International's report citing 
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415 cases of alleged torture, rape and 
deaths in police custody in various 
parts of the country, a spedal cell had 
been constituted in the Home Minis¬ 
try to enquire into these complaints. 
The replies given by the concerned 
States have been forwarded to Am¬ 
nesty. Action has been taken against 
those found guilty. 

Court Ruling on 
Reservations 

N Allahabad High Court verdict 
on June 22 is likely to renew the 
reservations debate all over again. 
The High Court declared that caste- 
based reservations in the scientific 
field, whether for admission in 
educational institutions, including 
medical and engineering colleges, or 
tor appointment in the science 
departments of scho<^)ls and colleges, 
were arbitrary and violative of Ar¬ 
ticle 14 of the Constitution. 

The judge said' "The policy of 
reservation, as contemplated by Ar¬ 
ticle 16(4) and Article 15(4) of the 
Constitution is basicsilly a com¬ 
promise between the nc'cd for excel¬ 
lence on the one hand, and the need 
for making special provision for the 
advancement of socially and educa¬ 
tionally backward classes or 
scheduled castes/tribes on the other 
hand. 

"However, in my opinion the 
time has come when it must be boldly 
and clearly said that there can be no 
compromise in the field of science 
and technology. Today, our country is 
passing through one of its worst 
patches in our 6,000-year-old known 
history. Unless we now adopt the 
scientific path and scientific outlook, 
foreign nations will totally dominate 
us Science, therefore, is the only 
means of solving our country's 
problems." 

On the reservation policy, the 
judge said while the socially and 
educationally backward classes and 
scheduled castes should certainly be 
helped, the interests of the nation 
cannot be overlooked. Aline has to be 
drawn somewhere to the policy of 
caste-based reservation and I draw 
the line at science. Science has no' 


caste or religion. In my opinion, 
therefore, there can be no valid reser¬ 
vation in the field of science and tech¬ 
nology. 

SC/ST for jobs on 
population basis 

T he national convention of 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes MPs and MLAs, lield in Delhi 
in the third week of June, demanded 
increasing the job reservations for 
these communities in government, 
banks and public sector undertak¬ 
ings on the basis of their population 
according to the 1991 census, and 
also reservations in the higher 
judiciary. Several amendments seek¬ 
ing extension of reservation to the 
private .sector and universities for the 
purpose of admission were adopted 
unanimously by the convention. 

The resolution on reservations 
also urged the Centre, the States and 
public bodies to implement the reser¬ 
vation strictly so that the entire quota 
IS filled from among these com¬ 
munities without leaving any back¬ 
log. The convention urged the 
Centre to promulgate an ordinance 
providing for penal provisions 
against officials "sott-pedalling" 
the reservations. It also urged the 
States to adopt similar legislations. 

A large section of the educated 
SC/ST youths were feeling 
"frustrated" due to "improper 
implementation" of the reservation 
policy, it was contended. Proper rep¬ 
resentation of these communities at 
all levels of the administration would 
alone help better their lot. 

While most of the speakers com¬ 
plained about lack of repre.sentation 
of these communities at the higher 
level of the administration, the 
former Rajasthan Chief Minister, Mr 
Jagannath Pahadia, observed that 
their inadequate representation 
among the lower rungs of the police 
force was "indirectly responsible for 
the continuing atrocities against the 
downtrodden". 

WB rejects Narmada report 

T he ii^ependent review commis¬ 
sion set up by the former World 


Bank President, Mr Barber Conable, 
has recommended immediate 
suspension of further work on the 
Sardar Sarovar dam and the partially 
completed canal until resettlement 
and environmental concerns have 

been met. 

/ 

However, the current world 
Bank President, Mr Lewis Preston, 
has reiterated the Bank's support for 
the project while accepting the 
commission's finding that the 
polices of both the World Bank and 
the Indian Government have been 
deficient and need to be rectified. 

"Continued support for the Nar¬ 
mada project is justified", said Mr 
Preston. "But we should proceed 
only if practical ways can be agreed 
upon to ensure that the pace of fijr* 
ther construction of the dam is ad* 
justed to whatever extent is required 
to permit a fully re.sponsible ap¬ 
proach to the resettlement and en¬ 
vironmental concerns. This will be 
the premi.se underlying our project- 
specific remedial actions." 

The commission paid a tribute to 
India's environmental policies but 
said it was not living up to these 
policits. The review was highly criti¬ 
cal of Madhya Pradesh and 
Mahara.shtra, and praised Gujarat on 
the resettlement issue, but even 
regarding Gujarat it had reservations. 

Forwarding the 363-page report 
on the $ 11 billion project, one of the 
largest in the world, to the Bank 
President (Mr Preston), Mr Morse 
and Mr Berger said in their letter: 
"We think the Sardar Sarovar projects 
as they stand are flawed; .settlement 
and rehabilitation of all those div 
placed by the projects is hot possible 
under prevailing circumstances, 
and the environmental impacts of 
the projects have not been prtiper- 
ly considered and adequately 
provided for. 

Family Planning Failure 

A fresh assessment pf India's fami¬ 
ly planning programmes by the 
Operation Evaluation Department of 
the U.S. indicates that the pro^ 
gramme is now reaching a point of 
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diminishing returns despite some 
notivble achievements. The reason is 
stated to be the excessive stress on 
sterili-sation. The report indicates that 
the percentage of married couples of 
reproductive age using various types 
of contraception was 14 in 1970 and 
34 per cent in 1980 (22 per cent 
sterilisation). 

Tlie emplia.sis on .sterilisation has 
meant that a large fraction of the 
programme's potential target— 
younger (.ouples who might be inter¬ 
ested in spacing—are mtire or less 
ignored. The report emphasises that 
Indian women, on an average, have 
their third child when nearing 30; so 
even if child bearing after 30 were 
completely eliminated by sterilisa¬ 
tion, the total fertility rale would not 
decline to replacement levels. Na¬ 
tional figures are misleading, the 
report contends, because of the ex¬ 
treme diversity of indicators within 
the country. "Further progress is like¬ 
ly to be limited without much greater 
social and economic progress. In par¬ 
ticular, improvements in the educa¬ 
tion and status of women and in child 
health and longevity are urgently re¬ 
quired, especially in India's northern | 
States." 

Fertility (and ’ contraceptive 
prevalence) rates vary greatly among 
the States, from approximately 2.2 in 
Kerala and 2.6 in Tamil Nadu to be¬ 
tween 4.7 to 5.3 in the four northern 
States of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar, which 
together constitute 40 per cent ot 
India's population. 

Rajya Sabha Poll Verdict 

T WENTY-two candidates were 
declared elected to the Rajya 
Sabha from three States on June 25. 
Of these 10 seats went to the BJP, six 
to the Congress. The Rajya Sabha 
Deputy Chairman Mrs Najma Hep- 
tullah, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
President, Dr Murli Manohar Joshi, 
the AICC General Secretary, Mr 
Sushil Kumar Shinde, and the former 
Home Minister, Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed, w'ere among the prominent 
. winners. 
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The Janata Dal won 2 seats, 
Samajvadi Janata Party, Janata Dal 
(A) and Shiv Sena one each. In a bat¬ 
tle between industrialists in Rajas¬ 
than for one seat, Mr R.P. Modi, 
backed by the BJP-JD(D) coalition, 
won, defeating Mr Sanjay Dalmia. 
The BJP winners included, some 
senior party leaders. They were three 
parly vice-presidents, Mr Sunder 
Singh Bhandari, Dr Baldev Prakash 
and Mr Vishnukant Shastri, the 
former Home Secretary, Mr T.N. 
Chaturvedi, and the General 
Secretary, Mr Pramod Mahajan. 
Though Dr Baldev Prakash and Mr 
Shastri belong to Punjab and West 
Bengal, respectively they were ac- 
commcxlated in U.P. as part of the 
party's strategy to give respresenta- 
tion to its leaders from States where 
either elections were not held or it 
was not in a position to win any seat. 
In the re-poll for seven Rajya Sabha 
seats from Bihar, all the four Janata 
Dal candidates, including Mr I.K. 
Gujral, were declared elected. 

By and large, the poll outcome 
was on the expected lines. Counting 
ot votes was withheld for seven .seats 
in Bihar following bizarre happen¬ 
ings in which the Chief Minister, Mr 
L.P. Yadav, and the Congress leader, 
Mr Jagannath Mishra, traded allega¬ 
tions. Mr V.P. Singh endorsed the 
view of the West Bengal Chief Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Jyoti Basu, that the Chief 
Election Commissioner, Mr T.N. 
Seshan, was a "threat to democracy". 
The BJP was the biggest gainer in this 
round of biennial elections. 

Impact on party structure: The 
results of the Rajya Sabha poll have 
made a notable impact on the par¬ 
liamentary equation. The Congress 
strength has been reduced to about 
100. This makes the ruling party vul¬ 
nerable in the 232-member House to 
a host of unprincipled and often un¬ 
dependable allies. In a way the new 
Rajya Sabha reflects correctly the 
balance of political forces across the 
country. The most striking feature is 
the emergence of the BJP as the prin¬ 
cipal opposition party in the Upper 
House, as it is in the lower one. The 


changed arithmetic may force the 
Congress to modify its legislative 
programmes so as to ensure the sup¬ 
port of other groups. The elections 
have also brought the country face to 
face with the unappetising fact of our 
political leadership succumbing to 
the threat of muscle power at\d the 
lure of money bags. 

By-elections: Mixed 
Verdict 

T he by-elections to two Lok Sabha 
and 19 Assembly seats, held on 
June 8, resulted in a mixed verdict. 
The Congress won the prestigious 
New Delhi Lok Sabha seat, its can¬ 
didate, Rajesh Khanna, defeating his 
film star colleague Shalruganh Sinha, 
by a comfortable margin of 28,256 
votes. Mr Khanna polled 101,625 
votes while Mr Sinha got 73,369. 

The Giridih Lok Sabha seat m 
Bihar was won by the Jharkhand 
Mukti Morcha (JMM) candidate, Mr 
Rajkishore Maheta who defeated his 
nearest rival, Mr Samaresh Singh 
(BJP), by about 6l,0(X) votes. The 19 
Assembly seats were shared by the 
Congress, the BJP, SJP, lUML, Cong. 
(S), CPM, MES (Maharashtra 
Ekikaran Samiti), and an indt*- 
pendent. The BJP won both the As¬ 
sembly .seats in Madhya Pradesh. The 
Goa by-election was won by an inde¬ 
pendent. The Ci>ngress lost two seats 
in Kerala and Goa, mainly because ot 
intra-party teuds. 

This time also there were allega¬ 
tions of rigging, booth capturing and 
vote snatching in Bihar and West 
Bengal. Re-polling was ordered in as 
many as 46 booths in Bihar and also 
for the Ballygunje seat in West Bengal 
which was won, on repolling, by 
Communists with a big margin. 

Tin Bigha Lease 
Bloodshed 

HE lease in perpetuity of the Tin 
Bighd corridor to Bangladesh on 
June 26 was marked by sporadic inci¬ 
dents of violence, resulting in stime 
deaths. The long delayed implemen¬ 
tation of the agreement on the 187 
metres by 85 metres corridor was 
solemnisi^ with the cross-over of of- 
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tidals and civilians of both countries 
amidst tight security. The modalities 
of the agreement had been for¬ 
malised by the two governments on 
March 26. 

The accord on the lease, signed in 
1974, had a long passage through In¬ 
dian courts. It was agreed by the two 
countries that residents of Angarpota 
and Dahagram enclaves of 
Bangladesh would be provided pas¬ 
sage to the Bangladesh mainland 
through the corridor. Normal life was 
affected in Siligun for some time by a 
hniidli called by the BJP, SUCI and 
AMRA Bangalee. There were some 
casualties in police tiring. 

A spokesman of the Foreign of¬ 
fice of Bangladesh expressed the 
luipe that the implementation of the 
agreement would usher in a new era 
of cooperation While most major 
political parties expressed satisfac¬ 
tion over the development, a number 
of parties, partiailarly those which 
are religion-based, strongly criticised 
the Government tor its surrender to 
pressure in accepting ^^'conditional 
and regulated use" of the corridor. 

The Bangladc'sh Foreign Minister 
told i’arliament that the strip would 
serve as a "Friendship corridor" be¬ 
tween the two neightxmrs. Making a 
statement, he said the opening of tlie 
corridor to Bangladesh nationals 
would usher in a new era of neigh¬ 
bourliness. He expressed the hope 
that all other bilateral dispute's could 
be resolved in the same spirit. 

Scam Not to touch reforms 

Hli economic reforms introduced 
by the Government would not be 
derailed by the recent multi-crore 
stcKk scam, the Finance Minister, Dr 
Manmohan Singh, has said. The un¬ 
fortunate aberration reinforces the 
need for credible, deeper, broader, 
faster financial reforms covering both 
the stock market and the banking sys¬ 
tem. Asserting that the Government 
was determined to punish those in¬ 
volved in the stock scam. Dr Singh 
said "We have already given suffi¬ 
cient indication of our firm resolve to 
take effective, deterrent action." 


The Reserve Bank of India 
Governor, Mr S. Venkitaramanan, 
has said the Government could 
recover much more than Rs 2,000 
crore lost in the scam. The amount 
could be recovered from "those who 
have defrauded the system and from 
the banks from outside which have 
defrauded us". 

Meanwhile the P.M. declared 
that if any of his ministerial col¬ 
leagues was found involved in the 
securities scam, he would be sacked 
from the Council of Ministers. He did 
not rule out the possibility of setting 
up a parliamentary committee to go 
into the .securities .scam. 

The P.M affirmed the 
Government's commitment to con¬ 
tinue the direction, content and 
thrust of economic reforms. 1 le was 
not worried about the pace of 
reforms. Quick reforms are not good 
as these would land the country in 
difficulties. 

IMF releases Aid to India: The 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has released $ 647 million to India 
signifying the approval of the 
Government's macro-economic 
stabilisation programme tor 1991-92 
and the proposed programme for the 
current year. 

It IS estimated that during the 
current fiscal year India will receive 
$ 1.6 billion from the IMF under the 
20-month upper credit tranche stand¬ 
by arrangement entered into with it 
on October 31 last to help tide over 
the critical balance of payments prob¬ 
lem. The approval of the IMF board 
signifies that India's programme of 
macro-economic stabilisation is basi¬ 
cally on track, a finance ministry note 
claimed. 

Return to high growth path: 
Finance Minister Manmohan Singh 
predicted on July 1 that India would 
return to a high growth path of five to 
six per cent and bring inflation down 
to single digit by next year. In an in¬ 
terview, he s^d he would ensure full 
convertibility of the rupee on the cur¬ 
rent account as soon as inflation and 
fiscal imbalances were brought 


under control. 

Expressing satisfaction at the 
manner in which the Government 
had managed the crisis-ridden 
economy in the last 12 months. Dr 
Manmohan Singh said he would con¬ 
tinue with the economic reforms in 
the months ahead without 
"flinching". 

The Finance Minister had hoped 
last year that the economy would 
return to a high growth path in two to 
three years. But he was now confi¬ 
dent that this would happen "sooner 
than anticipated". He had warned 
right at the outset that it would take 
18 to 24 months to bring prices under 
check after the "violent" disturbance 
that the economy had undergone in 
the two years before the present 
government assumed office. 

Stalemate in Kashmir 

S TALEMATE continues in Kash¬ 
mir and the security forces are 
keeping up the pressure on the 
militants The Governor, Mr GiriSh 
Saxena, admits however that the 
militants "are not on the run". It 
would bt‘ wrong to assess the situa¬ 
tion on the basis of the large number 
of arrests made in the Valley almost 
every day. 

The recovery of arms has been 
much more than in the last two years. 
Officials claim that as many as 1,800 
Kalashnikov rifles have been 
recovered so far this year against a 
tot.il of 2,200 last year and 1,400 in 
1990. The strict vigil on the Line of 
Actual Control has reduced infiltra¬ 
tion from Pak Occupied Kashmir. 
Nevertheless the militants do sneak 
in. Moixxiver, fresh recruits are still 
going across for training in the han¬ 
dling of arms. 

The Governor claims that one- 
third of the trained militants, who are 
still at large, are inactive. He also 
claims that efforts to wean away the 
militants from the path of violence 
are succeeding which, he says, is 
borne out by the surrender of over 
900 militants in the last one and a half 
years. Official sources say a major 
breakthrough is that the security tor- 
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' ces have wrested the initiative from 
the militants; fewer casualties are suf¬ 
fered by the security forces so far this 
year. 

The level of separatist violence 
has gone down, but the security 
forces remain overstretched and 
under constant strain as is evident 
from the increasing number of 
sand-bag bunkers and the daily 
search operations. The gravity of 
the situation can also be gauged 
from the fact that the Army is al¬ 
ways out in one or the other part 
of the Valley. 

Autonomy issue: The Prime 
Minister indicated on June 30 that the 
question of giving more autonomy to 
Jammu and Kashmir could be dis¬ 
cussed with the elected repre¬ 
sentatives only after the cult of gun 
had been controlled and a democrati¬ 
cally elected government had been 
installed. 

Replying to a question, the Pnme 
Minister said on the Kashmir issue 
there were different demands by dif¬ 
ferent people. There was a wide 
spectrum of opinion on the subject of 
autonomy to be given to the State, 
from the BJP's demand to scrap Ar¬ 
ticle 370 to the demand for restricting 
the Centre's jurisdiction to a few is¬ 
sues. The time had not come yet to 
discuss the quantum of autonomy for 
the State. 

JMM threat to Bihar Govt 

T he Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(I MM) has decided to withdraw 
its support to the Bihar Government 
from August 5 if the latter fails to 
recommend a Bill in the current ses¬ 
sion of the Assembly or by a Cabinet 
decision. Addressing newspersons at 
Ranchi on June 29, the JMM General 
Secretary, Mr Shailendra Mahato, 
said a resolution to this effect was 
passed by the central committee 
meeting of the party. 

The meeting, however, failed to 
patch up the dissent in the party on 
the issue. The induction of the former 
Union Minister, Mr Subodh Kant 
Sahay, into the party also drew 
criticism. In another press con¬ 
ference, Mr Krishna Mardi, MP said 


he and nine MLAs were against the 
decision to withdraw support. “As 
long as we remain in the National 
Front, we should go on supporting 
the State Government." 

Detailing the resolutions 
adopted at the meeting, Mr 
Mahato said the committee had 
drawn a fresh line of action to 
speed up the Jharkhand move¬ 
ment. A "Jharkhand Bandh" 
would be called on September 1, 
followed by an indefinite 
economic blockade. 

Reports from Delhi indicate that 
a dialogue betw(,*en the Centre and 
the Bihar Government will begin 
soon to finalise the proposals for 
Jharkhand General Council (JGC) on 
the basis of the recommendations 
made by experts of the Committee on 
Jharkhand Matters (COJM). 

Stir for Gorkhaland 

R Subash Ghising, the Gorkha 
Hill Council Chairman, has 
renewed his threat to start an agita¬ 
tion for a new entity—Gorkhaland. 
He is greatly upset over the West Ben¬ 
gal Government's 57 objections 
against the running of the Darjeeling 
Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC). He is 
preparing for a renewed call for set¬ 
ting up of a separate Gorkhaland 
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State within the Indian Union. 

Mr Ghising asserted on July 3 
that since its inception the DGHC 
was a still-born child as the Act 
governing it was defective. The Act 
did not give autonomous power to 
the DGHC but was aimed at keeping 
the Gorkhas of Darkling under the 
oppressive rule of the West Bengal 
Government by denying them politi¬ 
cal and constitutional rights. The 
DGHC Act was against the spirit of 
the tripartite accord of August, 1988, 
which led to the formation of the Hill 
Council, he contended. The West 
Bengal Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti Basu, 
had requested him to give the Hill 
Council a trial and he had done so 
for three years. He had repeatedly . 
requested Mr Basu and other mini¬ 
sters and senior officers of the Left 
Front Government to review the 
DGHC Act and make the necessary 
amendments to remove the lacunae, 
but nothing had been done so far, he 
added. 

On the contrary, in April the 
Government alleged that the Hill 
Council was not being run according 
to the relevant Act and put an embar¬ 
go on expenditure. Thus the Stale 
government had played a "vindictive 
and deceitful role" to make the 
DGHC a complete failure. 



INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


♦ NEW ROLE FOR UN * ISFiAEL TO MAKE PEACE WITH ARABS ♦ BREAK-UP OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA ♦ INTEGRATION OF EUROPE ♦ NEW AFGHANISTAN 
PRESIDENT '♦ DANGEROUS SITUATION" IN RUSSIA ♦ PRESIDENT OF ALGERIA 
SHOT ♦ POWER TRANSFER IN PHILIPPINES ♦ 


New Role for U.N. 

HE U.N. Secretary-General, Dr 
Boutros Ghali, in an important 
report entitled "Preventive 
Diplomacy, Peace-making and Peace¬ 
keeping", sent to the Security Coun¬ 
cil, at the end of June, emphasises that 
the UN has emerged as the central 
instrument for prevention and 
resolution of conflicts and for preser¬ 
vation of peace. Or Ghali was asked 
by the Security Council to prepare for 
circulation to the UN members an 
“analysis and recommendations on 
ways for strengthening and making 


more efficient within the framework 
and provisions of the Charter the 
capacity of the U.N. for preventive 
diplomacy, peace-making and peace¬ 
keeping. 

The document outlines the aims 
of the UN in the post-Cold War era 
and examines the opportunities that 
lie ahead. It also envisages enhancing 
the UN's military and policing roles, 
putting its finances relating to peace¬ 
keeping operations on a sound foot¬ 
ing, sharpening the coordination 
with regional Indies, emphasising 
the need to remove causes of tension. 
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including rehabilitation, and help 
rebuild shattered economies. 

Among the major recommenda¬ 
tions are: creation of demilitarised 
zones as a part of preventive action. 
Security Council summits to be held 
every alternate year to discuss "chal¬ 
lenges and dangers" and greater 
reliance on the International Court of 
justice for peaceful adjudication of 
disputes. 

As for situations of internal crisis. 
Dr Ghali has maintained that the 
U.N. will need to re.spect the 
sovereignty of the State and provide 
humanitarian assistance with the 
consent of the affected country. The 
new concepts presented by Dr Chali 
include "peace enforcement units" 
which will be more heavily armed 
than peace-keeping units to restore 
and maintain a cease-fire. 

The sources of conflict and war 
are deep and pervasive. To reach 
them will require our utmost effort to 
enhance respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms to 
promote sustainable economic and 
social development for wider 
prosperity to alleviate distress. Then* 
were over 100 major conflicts around 
the world since 1945, which left some 
20 million dead. But the UN was 
helpless because vetoes reduced it to 
a state of helplessness in many cases. 

Extensions of the UN's peace¬ 
keeping role are now possible, the 
Secretary-General asserted, because 
of the consensus that exists in favour 
of making the world body the central 
instrument for resolving not only 
inter-State but also intra-Stale con¬ 
flicts—as reflected in the dramatic in¬ 
crease in its interventions. 

Dr Ghali has revived the idea of 
member-States agreeing to place 
troops and equipment on call but 
only France has so far committed it¬ 
self to provide a thousand or at best 
2,000 troops. This makes a virtual 
mockery of the concept of the UN as 
a guardian of world peace. 

Members' Reservations: Se¬ 
curity Council members on June 30 
expressed reservation on Secretary- 


General Boutros Ghali's report on 
preventive diplomacy, peace-making 
and peace-keeping. Diplomats at the 
U.N. headquarters said the course 
being favoured by the Council could 
mean pixilongod discussions, which 
could either extensively modify Mr 
Ghali's suggestions or have the effect 
of putting it on the shelf. 

The non-aligneti Slates also ex¬ 
pressed several reservations whereas 
Western members were somewhat 
favourably inclined to the report. The 
non-aligned want the report to be 
debated by the entire membership, 
arguing that its consequences could 
be far-reaching and hence the Coun¬ 
cil alone was not competent to lake 
any decision. They also stre-ssod that 
relative competence of the General 
Assembly, the Security Council and 
the International Court of Justice 
need to be discussed thoroughly 
prior to any action. 

Besides, they raised the question 
of the sovereignty of Slates vis-a-vis 
the U.N. competence to take action. 
This question has been troubling the 
non-aligned ever since the Council 
took action in Irac]. Among other 
things, Mr Ghali has suggested that 
each member-State should put a 
thousand troops at the disposal of the 
world body to enable it to call them 
within 24 hours in case of a crisis. He 
had argued that delay in assembling 
peace-keeping force often compli¬ 
cated the situation. 

Israel to make Peace with 
Arabs 

HE conservative, reactionary, 
anti-Arab Israeli Prime Minister, 
Yitzhak Shamir, was ousted from 
power when he and his party, Likud, 
suffered a stunning defeat in the elec¬ 
tions held on June 24. After scoring a 
surprise victory. Labour Party leader 
Yitzhak Rabin pledged that his party 
would push for peace with the Arabs. 
"The first stage has begun, the first 
stage of a new hope", a flushed Rabin 
said as frenzied supporters in Tel- 
Aviv chanted "Rabin, king of Israel". 
Mr Shamir's party ruled for 15 years. 
Mr Rabin, who led Israel's capture of 


qjRIUNTAFFm 

the West Bank and Gaza Strip 25* 
years ago, has promised the Pales¬ 
tinians in the occupied lands 
autonomy within nine monthsu He 
has also vowed to halt the settle¬ 
ments and use the funds to find jobs 
for unemployed ex-Soviet im¬ 
migrants. However, he pledged to 
make no concessions on Jerusalem or 
permit Palestinian Statehood, a peti¬ 
tion consistent with that of Mr 
Shaniir. Libour and Likud each had 
38 scats in the outgoing Pariiament 

It was Likud's worst showing 
sinw l%9and was expected to signal 
bloody political infighting in the 
party which the late Menachem 
Begin brought to power in 1977. 

The result marked an astonishing 
comeback for Rabin who resigned as 
Prime Minister in 1977 in a scandal 
over an illegal foreign bank accoqnt 
held by his wife. He announced that 
"peace and security" would be top 
priorities for the new government. 

Estimates gave the Labour-1^ 
Left blcK a majority with 64 seats in 
the 120-stMt Parliament. By itself. 
Labour now has 47 seats. Palestine 
Liberation Organisation Chairman 
Yasser Arafat called the Israeli elec¬ 
tion result a vote "against terrorism" 
practised by the Government of 
Pmmier Shamir. US Secretary of Stale 
James A. Baker called for. a quick 
resumption of West Asia peace talks 
once the new Israeli Government set¬ 
tles in. 

Break-up of 
Czechoslovakia 

1 IE leaders of principal factions in 
Czechoslovakia failed to agree on 
fundamentals early in June and a 
break-up of the country seemed in¬ 
evitable. "The Czechoslovak federa¬ 
tion is lost", the Prime 
Minister-designate Vaclav Klaus, 
said after meeting Mr Meciar, leader 
of the Movement for a Democratic 
Slovakia which swept the eastern 
region in a general election. 

The election highlighted the deep 
differences between the two parts of 
the country. Mr Klaus's right-wing 
Civic Democratic Party (ODS) won in 

AUGUST ■92 COMPETITION MASTER «t . 

mmammmmmmtmm 





CUaiENTAFlAUiS 


' the wesilern Czech republic but Mr 
Meciat's ncititmalist-minded H7[)S 
swept th6 eastern region Voters over¬ 
whelmingly backed Mr Meuar's 
platform t»f greater autimomy tor 
, Slovakia, f le insisted that the region 
must declare sovereignly and lake 
other steps that Czech politicians say 
would etfectivelv break up the 
Czechoslovak Federation. 

The H/I^ wanted to create a 
Sovereign Slovak State with interna¬ 
tional status and only then find a tor- 
mulation tor continuing lixise links 
with the Czech republic. Both sides 
reported deep differences on 
Czechoslovakia's future constitu¬ 
tional set-up and held out the pos¬ 
sibility of a referendum this year m 
which Czechs and Slovaks would 
vote on whether to stay together 
Before that, however, Mr Vladimir 
Meciar, the burly populist who won 
elections in Slovakia, plans to declare 
Slovak sovereignty one step short of 
independence, and adopt a Slovak 
constitution. President Havel con¬ 
ceded that the situation was serious. 

Integration of Europe 

HE plans for integration ol 
Europe have run into difficulties, 
though the chances of a settlement in 
due course cannot be niled out. On 
June 22, Ireland voted "yes" in a bid 
to save the Maastricht Treaty from 
demise. T'his dtvision was welcomed 
in Brussels and in London because an 
adverse vote by Ireland after the 
Danish "no" would have caused a 
big setback to the process of further 
inh^ration of Fu rope. 

The treaty can come into force 
only if it is ratified by all the 12 mem¬ 
ber-nations, one of whom (Denmark) 
has rejcKted it No solution has been 
found to the problem and the leaders 
have not yet recovered from the ver¬ 
dict given by the people of Denmark. 
Ways are bc'ing discussed to over¬ 
come the hurdle, either through 
another referendum in Denmark or 
by making that country leave the 
European community. There is op¬ 
position in Denmark to having 
another referendum. 


The process of parliamentary 
I ratification is on in Britain, but the 
I Government is facing serious opposi- 
I tion from a few Conservative Party 
I members who want the Maastricht 
Treaty to be discarded and are urging 
^ the Prime Minister, Mr John Major, to 
1 make a new beginning. The demand 
j for a referendum on the issue has 
^ been turned down by the Govern¬ 
ment. However, the French Presi- 
I dent, Mr Francois Mitterrand, has 
I agreed to hold a referendum and 
I there is no certainty which way the 
I vote would go. If after the Irish vote, 

I the French also say "yes", France and 
I Germany would be very keen to go 
I ahead on the federal path even 
without Denmark. 

I New Afghanistan 
I President 

I N a peaceful transfer on June 28 the 
Afghan caretaker President Mr Sib- 
ghatullah Mojadidi handed over 
I power to a Mujahideen council 
I headed by Prof Burhanuddin Rab- 
I bam. This ended the two-month 
li'iiureot his interim government that 
took over from the ousted com¬ 
munist regime of Dr Najibullah. The 
transfer of power marked the begin¬ 
ning of the second phase ot transition 
from communist to Islamic rule in 
Afghanistan and the end of the first 
chapter of political instability and ac¬ 
companying lawlessness. Mr 
Mojadidi blamed his Defence Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Ahmed Shah Masood, for the 
chaos and the violence which 
eniptcxl after he assumed office. 

The Mujahideen leader, Mr Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, has promised 
support to the new interim govern¬ 
ment but he had harsh words for the 
outgoing President. The new council 
under Pmf Rabbani must hold elec¬ 
tions within four months of his man¬ 
date. Mr Hekmatyar insisted that "all 
armed forces should withdraw from 
Kabul", referring to Uzbek 
militiamen who have occupied parts 
of the city in the last two months. 

Strict Islamic State: The new Af¬ 
ghan President, Prof Rabbani is 
feeing pressure from fundamentalists 


who want a strict Islamic State. Mr 
Hekmatyar, threatened to withdraw 
his support if the new leader doesn't 
curb robbt^ries, killings and other 
crimes that have become common in 
Kabul, There is no adirumstratiun, no 
order in Kabul, said Mr Hekmatyar, 
who once threatened to destroy the 
capital in his own bid for power. 
"There's a different government on 
every street. People don't feel that 
their lives, property and honour are 
secure" » 

Although considered fundamen¬ 
talist, Mr Rabbani also is known as 
being pragmatic and willing to com¬ 
promise. In his farewell address, Mr 
Mojadidi accused Mr Rabbani and 
Mr Hekmatyar of trying to sabotage 
his administration He warned of for¬ 
ces trying to divide Afghanistan and 
prevent healing of the ethnic 
ideological and religious wounds ot 
the 14-year civil war that has left , 
more than ha’f of il.s 15 million people 
dead, wounded or living m exile 

There were biller clashes in 
Kabul in the first wtx'k ot July, with 
rockets and tanks put to use. 

“Dangerous Situation” in 
Russia 

M r Mikhail Gorbachov has 
warned that the situation in 
Russia is "dire and dangerous" and 
has blamed the Russian political 
leadership for tlie present state ot af¬ 
fairs. The last President ot the 
erstwhile Soviet Union said in a TV 
interview that the country found it¬ 
self in this predicament because of 
serious blunders made in ptilitics, 
and also in the method of enacting 
t*conomic reforms. He calk'd upon 
the pro-reform forces to unite and 
cooperate with "reform-minded 
political trends" to achieve success. 

He also urged the Government to 
follow the advice of "conservative 
reformers" who favoured slower and 
more controlled implementation of 
reforms. The Commonwealth's role 
is miniscuie in the held of economy, 
the memwv astern and etonomic 
links. fwewdQwn of economic 
ties between the fcHrmer constituents 
of the Soviet Union was a pointer. 
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Meanwhile, an opinion poll con¬ 
ducted by the Institute of Sixiology 
nnd Parliamentarism, indicated that 
only 14 per cent of the population 
"link hopes for solving the problems 
laced by Russia with the present 
(lovemment". The poll showed that 
46 per cent of those surveyed did not 
trust any of the present Russian 
politiaans. Of the respondents 62 per 
cent telt that "mafia and anarchy are 
icigning in Moscow". 

War Against Communists; The 
Yeltsin regime has virtually declared 
a "war" against the now-banned 
Communist forces which have been 
accost'd of rearing para-military un¬ 
derground contingents to overthrow 
constitutional and legitimate power. 
In a panic-grippt'd broadcast, Mos¬ 
cow Radio warned that such a danger 
has arisen foi the first time since 1917 
when Bolsheviks had usurped 
power. 

The ruling group's virulent char¬ 
ges against the opponents include 
distributing ol anti-Yelt.sin 
pamphlets, making .accusations 
against prominent State figures and 
creating anarchic conditions. The 
broadcast bemoaned that efforts 
were being made to destroy the State 
system and push the society to an 
abyss once more after 1917. The 
alarm has been raised by Yeltsin for¬ 
ces following the growing unity 
among communists and extremists in 
the patriotic forces. There was sim¬ 
mering anger among armed forces. 
The uneasiness prevailing in the 
ranks of pro-market and pro- 
Washington lobbies in Moscow has 
beoime evident. 

Yeltsin decree on privatisation; 
Russia's acting Prime Minister, Mr 
Yegon Gaidar, has announced that 
President Boris Yeltsin would shortly 
sign a decree on large-scale 
privatisation. Mr Gaidar, who 
heads the Government's economic 
"shock therapy" team, disclosed 
that the task ot speeding up 
privatisation had become the 
priority of the day. 

Paraphrasing Stalin’s famous 
phrase "offensive of .socialism all 


over the frontline", Mr Gaidar 
declared' "We are now deploying 
reforms all over the frontline." 
Meanwhile, the Deputy Speaker of 
the Russian Parliament. Mr Yury 
Yazov said that the economic reform 
in Russia was facing serious difficul¬ 
ties. About 850 industrial enterprises 
dust'd down in Russia every month 
since January. 

President of Algeria Shot 

A LGERIA'S Head of State 
Mohammed Boudiaf, whose ap¬ 
pointment in January blocked a 
Muslim fundamentalist election 
victory, was assassinated on June 29 
by a man in police uniform who 
blasted him from behind with sub- 
machinegun fire. It was the Arab 
world's most dramatic political kill¬ 
ing since Egyptian fundamentalists 
assassinated President Anwar 
Sadat on a reviewing stand in Oc¬ 
tober 1981. 

The killer was caught. Many 
sources suspect there was a tull- 
fledgcxi conspiraev behind the assas¬ 
sination. 

Algeria, a major oil and gas 
producer in deep economic trouble, 
has bevn in political turmoil for more 
than a year. Boudiaf, in exile for 27 
years, was an almost forgotten man 
when the country's military and 
political leaders abandoncxi a two- 
year experiment in democracy under 
President Chadli Benjcdid in January. 
They scrapped a half-finished elec¬ 
tion which the Fundamentalist Is¬ 
lamic Salvation Front se’emed sure of 
winning a parliamentary majority 
and called Ikiudiaf home to head a 
hve-man collective presidency. 

Since the election was 
scrapped, the authorities have 
rounded up thousands of suspected 
fundamentalists and sympathisers 
and used troops to prevent large 
political gatherings. Earlier, Mr 
Boudiaf hinted that presidential 
elections might be held within 12 
months and that he might run. His 
visits to the provinces, the first 
since he came to powei/ were 
viewed «is an attempt to build up 


popular support. 

Power Transfer in 
Philippines 

T he transfer of political and 
military power in tlie Philippines 
from Ms Aquino to the new iS'c'sb 
dent, Fidel Ramos, took place on June 
30. Mr Ramos, who won the May IT 
Presidential election, took the oath of 
office in the first orderly transfer of 
power.! n the country in a quarter cen¬ 
tury. Ms Corazon Aquino stepped 
down after a turbulent six-year rule 
that began with the overthrow of the 
late dictator, Ferdinand Marcos, in 
1986. 

Four bomb explosions rocked 
Manila hours before the inaugura¬ 
tion of the Philippine President¬ 
elect. The blasts damaged three 
banks and a railway station but 
there were no reports of casualti^. 
No group has claimed respon¬ 
sibility for the pre-dawn blasts. The 
64-years-old former Defence 
Secretary had defended Aquino 
against seven coup attempts. 

Mr Ramos must tackle such 
critical i.ssues as amnesty for com¬ 
munist Muslim and rightist rebels. 
The country's economy is in a 
shambles and he must reconcile 
contradictory demands to hold 
down spending and protect those 
who depend on public service 
programmes. 

A secretive man, Mr Ramos has 
given few clues to his plans but says 
economic re\'ival will be a priority. 
Supporters compare Mr Ramos to Mr 
Ramon Magsaysay, another former 
defence chiei, whose successful 
presidency was cut short by a plane 
crash in 1957. 


Correction 

July ’92 issue Page 875 

Answer to Q96 is (cf) instead of (b). 
The name of the present Prime Minister 
of Japan is: Klichi Mlyazawa. 
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Q. Who has been j^pointed as 
head of the lOth Finance Commission? 

Ans. K.C. Pant, former Defence 
Minister. The 9th Finance Commis¬ 
sion was headed by Mr N.P.K. Salve. 

The Finance Commission has 
been constituted under Article 280 of 
the Constitution and of the Finance 
Commission (Misc Provisions) Act. 
It is to submit its report by Novem¬ 
ber 30,1993 covering a period of five 
years commencing on April 1,1995. 

Q. At which place was the 30th 
Chess Olympiad held? 

Ans. Manila, Philippines. 

Q. Which country has been 
awarded the 1993 Champions 
Trophy? 

Ans. Malaysia. 

Q. For what purpose was 
Verma Commission constituted? 

Ans. The Verma Commission, 
headed by justice j.S. Verma, a sit¬ 
ting Supreme Court judge was am- 
stituteJto investigate security lapses 
leading to assassination of Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Q. Which three languages has 
the government agreed to include in 
the 8th Schedule of the Indian Con¬ 
stitution? 

Ans. Nepali, Konkani and 
Manipuri. 

Q. WhatisCRISIL? 

Ans. CRISIL or The Credit 
Rating Information Services of India 
Ltd is an agency, approved by the 
Reserve Bank of Inclia, that issues 
credit rating certificates to firms. 

Q. What is "dividend 
balancing"? 

Ans. Dividend balancing per¬ 
tains to balancing the outflows on 
account of dividend payments by ex¬ 
port earnings over a period of time. 
This was one of the conditions im¬ 
posed in the industrial policy. But 
foreign investors had found it as an 
irritant. On June 19,1992 the govern¬ 
ment withdrew this condition for all 
except the industries in the con¬ 
sumer goods sector. 

Q. What is Tin Biglia? 

Ans. It is a 178 metres by 85 


metres strip of land on West Bengal- 
Bangladesh border which has been 
leasra for 99 years to Bangladesh. It 
will be used by Bangladesn as a cor¬ 
ridor to help it exercise its 
sovereignty over Dahagram and An- 
garpota. 

Q. What amount of aid has been 
pledged to India by the Aid India 
Consortium tor 1992-93? 

Ans. $7.2 billion. 

Q. The Guinness Book of 
Records has recognised Air India for 
what achievement? 

Ans. The book has recognised 
Air-India's historic and herculean ef¬ 
fort of airlifting over a lakh stranded 
Indian Nationals from Amman 
during August-October 1990 as a 
recorcT 

Q. Name the capital of Bosnia? 

Ans. Sarajevo. 

Q. Which district is the smallest 
district of India? 

Ans. South Garo Hills in 
Meghalya. 

Q. Which day is celebrated as 
World Architecture Day? 

Ans. July 1. 

Q, Name Asia's oldest 
newspaper? 

Ans. 'Bombay Samachar'. 

Q. Which country was world's 
largest donor in 199] of Official 
Development Assistance (ODA)? 

Ans. japan. 

Q. What was Marshall Plan? 

Ans. It consisted largely of US 
rants to help re-build Western 
un>pe after World War II. It made 
the European governments divide 
up the aid and create a system to 
settle accounts and encourage trade 
among them. That helped cut down 
their need for dollars, the scarce hard 
currency of the time. 

Q. Why was Kumher in the 
news recently? 

Ans. Kumher was hit on June 6, 
1992 by the worst ever caste carnage 
in the nistory of Rajasthan. 

Q. Which day is observed as 
Doctors' Day? 

Ans. July 1. 


QUESTIONS 

Q. What is path karl 

Ans. It is the toll tax introduced 
by a State which is levied on every 
entry into the State by all transport 
vehicles registered in other States. 

Q. Name the youngest member 
of the Union Co&ncil of Ministers? 

Ans. Ms Shclja. She is 29-year- 

old. 

Q. What is 'Staanchart'? 

Ans. ft is the securities and in¬ 
vestment division of Standard 
Chartered Bank which was involved 
in the 3,500-crore stock scam. 

Q. In which year did first 
recorded Olympic Games take 
place? 

Ans. 776 B.C. 

Q. Where were the first modern 
Olympics held? 

Ans. Athens. 

Q. Which city holds the distinc¬ 
tion of hosting Olympics on three 
occasions? 

Ans. London (1908, 1944 and 
1948). 

Q. What do the five circles of 
the Olympic symbol represent? 

Ans. Continents. 

Q. What export target has been 
fixed by the Commerce Ministry for 
1992-93? 

Ans. $ 20.13 billion. Tills is 12.8 
per cent growth over last year's level 
of $17.84 billion. 

Q. Name the only Indian to 
have broken an Olympic record? 

Ans. Milkha Singh in 400 
metres race in I960 Rome Olympics. 
The Olympic record then was 45.9 
and Mflkha Singh clucked 45.6 be¬ 
hind Otis Davis and Carl Kaufmann, 
both credited with 44.9 and Malcolm 
Spence of South Africa who breasted 
the tape in 45.5. Incidentally, that 
was the last time the South Africans 
took part in Olympics. 

Q. Which city played host to the 
1992 G-7 summit? 

Ans. Munich, Germany. G-7 is 
group of seven richest nations of the 
world, "ftiese are: USA, UK, Ger¬ 
many, France, Italy, Canada and 
japan. 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ALH: Advancod Light I lelia)]> 
tcr. 

ISRO: Indian Space Research 
Organisatitm 

NMV: Non-moturised Vehicles. 

SAPTA: South Asian Preferen¬ 
tial Trade Agreement. 

SAR: Synthetic Aperture 
Radar. 

AWARD S 

Simon Boliver Award, 1992 

T he prestigious international 
Simon Boliver Prize lor 1992 has 
been awarded to the Myanmar op¬ 
position leader Aung San Kyi and 
former Tanzanian President Julius 
Nyerere 

Aung San Suu Kyi is the first 
woman to receive the US $ 25,000 
prize, instituted by UNESCO. 

Simon Boliver Prize was first 
awarded in 1983 and its sole purpose 
IS to reward “activity of outstanding 
merit". 

Dr B.C. Roy eminent medical man 
award, 1991 

D r K.S. Chugh, Chairman of the 
Department of Medicine at the 
Post Graduate Institute of Medical 
Education and Research, Chandigarh 
has been selected for the Dr B.C. Roy 
Memorial Eminent Medical man 
Award for 1991. 

The most prestigious award for 
doctors in the country, it comprises 
Rs one lakh, a silver salver and a cita¬ 
tion, and is given by the Medical 
Council of India in the memoiy of Dr 
B.C. Roy, whose birth and death an¬ 
niversaries fall on July 1. 

BOOKS 

Diana, the true story 

W RITTEN by former tabloid 
reporter, Andrew Morton, the 
book claims that the marriage of 
Prince Charles and PriiKcss Diana is 
m problem. The book claims that 


Diana made five half-hearted suicide 
attempts. The book lias been an in¬ 
stant best-seller. 

DEFENCE 

First Advanced Light Helicopter 
of India 

I NDIA'S first multi-rok\ Advance 
Light Helicopter (ALH) rolled out 
from the Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited Complex in Bangalore on 
June 29, 1992 bringing the country 
at par with the latest helicopter 
technology. 

The twin-engined multi-role 
helicopter is equipped with the latest 
state of art technology in aeroframe, 
blade and flight control. It would 
have bearingless tail rotor coupled 
with integrated dynamic system. The 
helicopter will be versatile enough to 
carry out flying over deserts. Jungle 
terrain or the mountains, including 
the highest reaches of the Himalayas 
and Karakorams, in any weather. 

Unlike the present lAF fleet of 
modified French Alleoutte it would 
have a versatile weapons platform 
for a full offensive capability and 
would fill a badly needed role of 
ground support in counter-insurgen¬ 
cy operations in medium 1 limalayan 
heights, especially in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

ALH has been developed with 
the technical support from Euro-cop¬ 
ter, Germany (formerly MBB, West 
Germany). 

Apart from meeting the staff rc*- 
quirements of the Indian Air Force, 
Navy and Army it* could cater to the 
commercial and emergency needs of 
the civil aviation. 

Extensive use of composite 
fibreglass material would result in 
loVv radar signature thus increasing 
the survivability in Defence applica¬ 
tions. And with stred^ on computers 
for aerodynamics it would ensure 
safety in emergency evacuation 
operations in case of natural 
calamities and disaster. 


The unique feature of ALH is its 
capability to fly for 30 minutes even if 
all the lubricants go dry and con¬ 
tinuation of forward flight, due to the 
large vertical fin, even if the tail rotor 
was damaged. 

The roll hour of ALH assumes 
significance since helicopters of all 
types played a crucial role to the Gulf 
war and contributed to the Allied vic¬ 
tory. 

During "Desert Shield" and 
"Desert Storm", the doctrine for the 
integration of helicopters into the 
combined arms scenario was enacted 
and the result shattered all expecta¬ 
tions. 

The Gulf war for the first timej, 
showed helicopter involvement in 
the capture of complete battlefield 
sectors and in the case of the navy, 
the capture of some islands. Hdicop- 
ters also captured and then 
transported to the rear hundreds of 
enemy prisoners of war. 

Operation "Desert Storm" was the 
largest helicopter operation since the 
Vietnam war and these choppers con¬ 
ducted more varied missions than any 
other piece of military eejuipment. The 
helicopter provided the ground com¬ 
mander with the ability to exploit the 
situation and manoeuvre massive fire 
power rapidly about the battlefield, 
striking the enemy where and when 
best suited. 

PERSONS 

Sheija, Ms 

M S Sheija, Deputy Minister for 
Education and Culture is the 
youngest member of the Union 
Council of Ministers. She is the first 
woman from Haryana to get this 
honour and that too at a young age of 
29. She was elected to l.x)k Sabha from 
Sirsa. 

PLACES 

Czechoslovakia 

T he Czech and Slovak republics of 
Czechoslovakia have decided to 
split after 74 years of an often rocky 
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iTwrrwge. The process of split is to 
begin by September, 1992. 

Born of the 19th'Cenlury 
niitioiicilism, separated by Nazism 
and put back together under the 
Communists, Czechoslovakia has 
reflected the political philosophies 
that have wrecked havoc on central 
and eastern Europe for almost 100 
years. Now it is proving unable to 
survive the strivings for national 
identity sweeping the region since 
communism tell in 1989. 

Unlike Yugoslavia and parts of 
old Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia is 
not expected to dissolve in violence. 

But the breakup poses dangers 
for both Czechs and Slovaks, and for 
Europe as a whole. Czechs will be 
threatened with more dominanc’e, at 
least ec'onomically, by powerful 
neighbour Germany. Slovgjya faces 
tensions with Hungary over the 
rights of 600,000 ethnic Hungarians, 
more than 10 per cent of its popula¬ 
tion of five million. 

The Czechs, who outnumber 
Slovaks 2 to 1, are wealthier and 
worldlier, and have used their 
manufacturing skills and centuries 
old place in European culture to ad¬ 
vantage since 1989. Tounstsand busi¬ 
nesses flock to the Czech capital, 
Prague. More than 90 per cent ot 
foreign investment since 1989 has 
gone to the Czech lands of Bt>hemia, 
Moravia and part of Silesia. 

The Slovaks, traditionally more 
rural and Roman Catholic, face even 
more economic disruption from the 
split. That is the price they will pay 
for a separate identity they knew 
only in a dubious Nazi puppet State 
in World War 11. 

A separate Slovakia would face 
Ukraine to the east, Poland to the 
North and a potentially unfriendly 
Hungary to the south. 

PROJECTS 

First-ever rice straw fuelled power 
plant 

I NDIA has achieved a major 
breakthrough in tapping non-con- 
ventionftl energy sdttrm writh the 
comntlssiohing of tfte world's fint 
thermal power station utilising rice 
straw as fuel. 


The 10-MW power station has 
been set up by Bharat Heavy Electri¬ 
cals Limited at Jalkheri in Patiala, 
Punjab. 

The Fluidised Bed Boiler (FBB), 
one of the main equipment of this 
power station, has been indigenously 
designed, developed, manufactured 
and supplied by the BHEL's Tiruchi 
plant. 

RESEARCH 

Indus Valley script deciphered 
HE script, used during the Indus 
Valley Civilization, is claimed to 
have been deciphered by Mr N.K. 
Verma, a scholar of Bhagalpur in 
Bihar. 

In a research paper read in this 
year's Indian History Congress he 
said that he had been able to collect 
188 letters of the script and with thdr 
help he could read all the intact in¬ 
scriptions of Mohenjodaro, number¬ 
ing about 600. 

The number of letters is as high 
as 188 because many letters have 
more than one diagram though for 
each phoneme, both vowel and con¬ 
sonant, there is a definite symbol (let¬ 
ter). 

Mr Verma, an executive 
magistrate, stumbled upon a chance 
to begin his research work when ho 
visited the tribal village at Kahuad- 
har in Santhal Parganas of Bihar 
during a spring festival 10-years-ago. 

The village priest took him to a 
few pooja 'khonds' where prayers are 
offered to deities and he was taken 
aback to find there tribal symbols 
strikingly similar to those of Mohen- 
jodaro. 

Tribal girls were then dancing 
and singing "Karam viniti" (collec¬ 
tion of ancient songs) one of which 
further set his imagination on fire. 
The song was about their ancestors 
who livrf in Aeai Nai Disham (land of 
seven rivers or undivided Punjab) 
which was invaded by foreigners. 

Several Indus script words are 
used by the Santhal tribals in their 
folk songs, whkhabo i^ak of their 
motion frMh lite vaikiy to, 
thMf present settmnent in Atoth 
Bihar. Mr PathaJk stresses the distinc¬ 
tion between scriptography and lin¬ 


CORRENT AFFAIRS 


guistics and states that decoding the 
Harappan script was no more a prob¬ 
lem but it is the job of the linguists to 
find meaning and origin of the words' 
deciphered. 

Experts would like to establish 
archaeologically that the Santhal had 
indeed migrated faim the Indus val¬ 
ley to as far as Bihar, and also its 
route. Secondly, it is telt that in a 
period when literacy was not high, if 
the tradition of a script was carried 
from the Indu^ valley to Bihar, the 
traditional food habits must also 
have been carried. Archaeological 
evidence of fotxl habits in the form of 
potteries belonging to the period 
have been found in several places but 
have yet to be unearthed in the area 
inhabited by the Santhals. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

ISRO tests new radar 
SRO has successfully tested the 
bread-board model of an airborne 
version of the Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (SAR) developed at LSRO's 
Space Applications Centre, Ah- 
medabad. 

The imagery obtained during the 
test flight on the aircraft ol the nation- 
al remote sensing agency has 
demonstrated its superior quality. 
The successful development of this 
mtidcl is an important step in master¬ 
ing microwave remote sensing tech¬ 
nology. 

SAR is an active microwave im¬ 
aging system which is proposed to be 
carried on board future Indian 
remote sensing satellites. It generates 
imagery after complex mathematical 
processing from the echws received 
when microwave pulses are trans¬ 
mitted towards the earth's surface. 

It has the advantage of providing 
imagery even in cloudy conditions 
and during both day and night. SAR 
images differ from those taken with 
visible light as they represent electri¬ 
cal and geometrical features of the 
imaged surface. 

Columbia's 13-day mission 

HE US space shuttle, Cdumbia, 
blastod into space on June 26, 
1992 bn a IS^iay mission to conduct 
some 30 sdentific experimeriE. This 
mission was the longest in 18 years 
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during which tests were conducted to 
Uy the groundwork for the per¬ 
manent space station. Freedom. 

The crew's first experiment, 
which extended throughout the mis¬ 
sion, involved growing protein crys¬ 
tals in a 296-km high orbit. Scientists 
hope it will help develop improved 
drugs and more power^l semicon¬ 
ductor chips. 

Inside their $ 1 billion European- 
built laboratory, the astronauts 
studies the effects of weightlessness 
on their bodies, set controlled fires 
and worked on a space garden. 

Other passengers aboard Colum¬ 
bia—several dozen shrimp, wasp 
embryos and tiny brown worm.s— 
were studied for mutation and other 
effects of spaceflight. 

An experiment to ease astronauts 
transition to gravity, on their return 
to earth, was also conducted. 

Blackholes hold key to earth's 
rebirth 

ECENT evidence that blackholes 
exist at the centre of nearby 
galaxies has sparked f«>ars among 
some experts that earth and the 
w'hole universe of which it is a part 
will one day be wiped out and be¬ 
come a blackhole. 

The Hubble space telescope 
provided astronomers their first 
direct view' of an immense ring of 
dust that fuels a massive blackhole at 
the heart of the spiral Galaxy M 51, 
one of the nearest and brightest 
neighbours of the Milky Way galaxy. 
Images obtained by the orbiting tele¬ 
scope also revealed a thick density of 
stars at the centre of another nearby 
galaxy called M32. 

.A blackhole is actually a giant 
star that has collapstnl upon itself 
after its nuclear fire has died out, 
causing the star to become so small 
and so dense that not even light can 
escape. No one can actyally see a 
blackhole because it emits no light. 

According to Mr Wener Israel of 
the University of Alberta an 
astronaut flying into a blackhole 
could no longer send aiiy messages to 
the outside world once he passed the 
hole's first boundary. But he could 
still receive signals from beytmd the 


boundary, and see stars shining ov«'- 
head. 

The universe itself, according to 
scientists, is currently expanding 
from an initial explosion called the 
"Big Bang", But it is possible that the 
universe is not expanding fast 
enough to escape the pull of gravity, 
and one day could collapse upon it¬ 
self to form one giant blackhole, 
wiping out all life on earth. 

According to Mr Wener, at that 
point there would be an enormou.s 
inflation of matter, and a new 
universe would be bom far larger 
than its predecessors. 

The universe will thus be 
born, shrink and then be reborn 
again and expand. "It is possible" 
said Mr Wener, "Our universe 
started in this way from a much 
smaller one." 

MISCELLA NY 

The smallest district 

OUTH Caro Hills in Meghalaya is 
the snudlest district of the country 
with a population density of 34 per¬ 
sons per square km. 

Nestled in the extreme south of 
the State, overkxiking Bangladesh, 
the district was inaugurated by 
Union Coal and Labour Minister 
Furno A. Sangma on June 18,1992. It 
consists of 539 villages with head¬ 
quarters in Baghmara, and a popula¬ 
tion of 62,354 sprawling over 1857 
square km. 

Devoid of any college and in¬ 
dustrial unit, the district has only 
eight high sch(X)ls, 20 middle schools 
and 271 primary schools. The district, 
though backward, it not shorn of 
flora and fauna as it enjoys the pride 
of possessing a variety of wildlife. 
The district has rich mineral deposits 
like coal and lime-stone. 

A-I gets a place in Guinness Book 
HE Guinness Book of Records has 
recognised Air-India's historic 
and herculean effort of airlifting ove^ 
a lakh stranded Indian nationals 
from Amman during August-Oc- 
tober 1990 as a record. 

Air-India had, under operation 
airlift, evacuated over 1.11 lakh 
people from Anunan to Bombay—-a 1 


I ■!. I. . 

distance of 4,H7 lim. It (^lerated 488 
frights in association with Indian Air¬ 
lines, and the epoch-making evacua¬ 
tion opemtiob J^ted 59 days. 

Survey Ifulfrk fruns 225 yieaif old 
URVBY qi India the 

country's oldest sdenfifle institu¬ 
tion, founded in a small room in Cal¬ 
cutta in i767, eelnbrated it# 225th 
anniversary on June 30,1992. 

SOI began as a snudi department : 
to assist the East India Company to 
survey the land aexjuired by it and 
help collect revenue and annex more 
territories. Now it Ls the country's 
premier organisation in surveying 
and mapping. 

SOI officers and staff have not 
only penetrated virgin and unin^ 
habited areas but actually . 
measured on ground the longest 
meridional arc frdm Kanyakunmri 
to Himalayas. This measurement 
helped to determine the shape and 
size of the earth. 

The organisation gave up sur¬ 
veying of land for revenue purposes 
in 1905 and turned full-time attention 
to mapping the country. 

After independance, SOI'# 
stress was on development surveys . 
approved by the Planning Commis¬ 
sion. After the enactment of the 
Weights and Measures Act in 1956, 
the Survey was given the task of 
converting the maps into the metric 
scale. 

Tlie department was expanded 
to meet the requirement of defence 
ministry to prepare border surveys. 
Primary surveys on 1 ;50,0{X) scale for 
the entire country were completed in 
June 1977. SOI says this was a uni¬ 
que achievement as many of the 
developing countries have yet to 
achieve it. 

World's smallest colour TV 

ASIO Computer Company has 
announced that it is set to start 
marketing what it claims is the 
world's smallest and lightest colour 
TV. The CV-1 went on sale in Tokyo 
on July 11 at US $300. 

The TV set weighs only 170 
grams and is 2.4 centimetres thick, 9.1 
centimet^fs high and 6.0 centimetres 
wide. 







AUGUST-92 COMPETITION MASTER 57 


SPORTS 


SPORTS 

OLYMPICS 

Mascot of Barcelona Olympics 
Cobi the cubist cartoon dog—mas¬ 
cot ot Barcelona Olympics—has 
been created by Javier Mariscal. 



Visitors to Barcelona need only 
travel a few hundred feet from the 
airport to bo bombarded by Cobi 
bill boards, Cobi drinking a coke, 
Cobi wearing ray-ban sunglasses, 
Cobi pecking at a brother 
typewriter, Cobi sipping beer. 

Yet Cobi, whose name derives 
from the Barcelona Olympic Or¬ 
ganising Committee (BOOC), is not 
your average mascot. Cobi is the 
first Olympic mascot to be sad, to 
be crying, to be depressed. 

He's like a chameleon. He can 
be a baby, a poor little boy, a 
druggie, a guy who is cleaning your 
car windows, an athlete, an idealist 
carrying the Olympic flag, or a 
disillusioned youth. 

Mariscal, a social critic and first 
class cynic, proudly points out Cobi 
is not like a super athlete or a 
bouncing bundle of joy such as Sam 
the Eagle, the 1987 Los Angeles 
Olympics mascot. 

BOXING 

World Heavyweight 
Championship 

Evander Holyfield retained his un¬ 
disputed world heavyweight cham¬ 
pionship with a 12-round 
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unanimous decision over former 
champion Larry Holmes. 

Holyfield, 29, clearly won the 
fight but was uirable to land many 
damaging punches on the wily 42- 
year-old Holmes, who spent much 
of the bout laying on the ropes and 
fighting defensively. 

CHESS 

Olympiad 

Russia won the men's Chess Olym¬ 
piad with a n>und to spare at the 
Philippine International Convention 
Centre in Manila. 

Favourites Georgia won the 
women's Che.ss Olympiad team 
gold after registering a 2-1 verdict 
against Czechoslovakia. 

India blew up their chance to 
figure in the top bracket after going 
down 1.5-2.5 to third seeded Uk¬ 
raine in the last round of the Men's 
Chess Olympiad. 

Final Standings: 

Men; Russia (39); Uzbekistan 
(35); Armenia (34.5); United States 
(34); Iceland, Croatia, Latvia (33.5); 
England, Georgia, Ukraine (33); Is¬ 
rael, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Switzer¬ 
land, Germany, Czechoslovakia 

(32.5) . 

Women: Georgia (30.5); Ukraine 
(29); China (28.5); Hungary (26.5); 
Russia (26); Azerbaijan, Romania 
(25); United States, Kazakhistan 

(24.5) ; Latvia, Estonia, Czechos¬ 
lovakia (24); Bulgaria, Poland (23.5). 
Anand improves his rating 
Viswanathan Anand has improved 
his ELO rating by 20 points and 
retains his fifth placing worldwide 
in the new rating list of the world 
chess federation. 

The following is the list of top 
10 men players: 

1. Gariy Kasparov (Russia) 2790, 

2. Vassily Ivandhuk (Ukraine) 2720, 

3. Anatoly Karpov (Russia) 27l5, 4. 
Alexie SWrov (Latvia) 2710, 5. Vis¬ 
wanathan Anand (India) 2690, 6. 


Boris Gelfland (Russia) 2685, 7. 
Nigel Short (England) 2680, 8. Ev¬ 
geny Bareev (Russia) 2670, 9. Jan 
Timman (Netherlands) 2665, 10. 
Valery S.ilov (Prussia) 2660. 

CRICKET 

England-Pakistan Test Series 
Second Test; Wasim Akram 
scored a match-winning 45 not out 
to follow his own inspirational 
bowling as Pakistan beat England 
after one of the most dramatic days 
in the Lord's (ticket Test. 

Akram steered his team to a 
two-wickel victory in the second 
Test, and a 1-0 lead in the five- 
match series, in the last scheduled 
over of the fourth day. 

FOOTBA LL 

European Cup 

Denmark, the little team which did 
not even qualify tor the European 
championship, wrote the stKcer 
romance of the century when they 
humbled world champions Ger¬ 
many 2-0 to win the title at Gothen¬ 
burg, Sweden. 

Winning their place only as 
last minute substitutes for Yugos¬ 
lavia, the Danes arrived in Sweden 
unprepared. They came to 
Gothenburg's Ullevi Stadium with 
more than half their side strug¬ 
gling desperately to overcome in¬ 
juries. 

1998 World Cup in France 
France has won the right to stage 
the 1998 World Cup, foiling 
Morocco's bid to become the first 
African nation to host soccer's 
premier tournament. 

FIFA readmits S. Africa 
South Africa were readmitted to 
the International football federation 
(FIFA) on July 3, 1992 after an 
absence V .18 years. 

South Africa were expdled from 
FIFA for their apartheid policies in 
1976. 
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HOCKEY 

Indian team for Barcelona 
Olympics 

Goalkeepers; Ashish Ballal and 
A B. Subbaiah. 

Full backs: Pargat Singh (Cap¬ 
tain), Jagdev Singh and C.S 
Poonacha. 

Halves: Harpreet Singh, Sukhjit 
Singh, Shakeel Ahmed and Ajit 
Lakra. 

Forwards: Mukesh Kumar, Jude 
Felix, Ravi Nayakar, jagbir Singh, 
Dhanraj Pillay, Darryl lySouza and 
Didar Singh 

Stand-byes; B.C. Poonacha 
(goalkeeper), Cornelius D'Costa and 
Anil Aldnn (full-backs), Sabu 
Varkcy, Sandeep Somesh (halves) 
and Praveen Kumar (forward) 

SHOOTING 

South Asian Championship 
Indian shooters made a clean sweep 
and ended the final day ot the 


at Colombo, Sri Lanka, capturing 
four golds, two silvers and two 
bronze medals. 

Indian marksmen swept the in¬ 
dividual and team titles in men's 
standard pistol and rapid fire pistol 
events, which helped them take the 
top spot ahead with 27 golds, 19 
silver and eight bronze medals. 

TENNIS 

Wimbledon Championships, 1992 
Andre Agassi's dream of winning 
a Grand Slam title came true at 
last when he beat Goran Ivanisevic 
to win an exciting Wimbledon final 
on July 5, 1992 

Three times a Grand Slam 
finalist before, and three times a 
loser, the American had looked in 
danger of squandering his chance 
of glory yet again when he threw 
away the fourth set in just 17 
minutes. But he hung on, playing 
the best tennis of his life, to 
become the lowest-ranked seed. 


trophy. 

Though Ivanisevic served 37 
aces, taking his tally for the tour¬ 
nament to 206. 

Steffi Graf shruMed off three 
rain inlerrupTions anda disappoint¬ 
ing challenge from world number 
one, Monica Seles, to win her fourth 
Wimbledon women's singles title in 
five years 6-2, 6-1. 

It was the top seed's first defeat 
in six Grand Slam finals. 

John McEnroe won the doubles 
with his new partner Michad Stich. 
They defeated Jim Grabb and 
Richey Reneberg, the fourth seeds. 

It was McEnroe'.s seventh 
doubles title and Stich's first. Mc¬ 
Enroe and Peter Fleming won the 
event six years in a row from 1979 
to '84. 

In the women's doubles final 
Cigi Fernandez (US) and Natalia 
Zvereva (CIS) beat Jana Novotna 
(Czechoslovakia) and Larisa Nav- 
chenko-Neiland (Latvia), 6-4, 6-1, to 


South Asian shooting championship I at 12, to lift the Wimbledon I win the title. 
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Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

V/f link Rabin Ml hdsbctn doited 
I’rinu Minister ot Isrnol (Ic belongs to 
the I .iboiii Party 

Hiiiliaiiiiiliiiii Hiibhniii I le has Liken 
o\ or as Pri’sidint ot Afghanistan 

(((ssd/i; i Ith III Mo IS thi new Prosi 
dent ot Mauritius 

'ill Kiiji Ml has bull appoinltd 
Prisidint of Algeria 

ill II hill I kiiiiio-^ Ml has bill! 
ileited Pusidintot Philippuiis 

k iiiJiaiio Amato lU is the now 
Prinii Ministii ot llab 

Vailai Klaii-^ lie has been .ip 
pointed Prime Minislii of C/tihos 
Unakia 

KC Pant Ml has bten appointed 
Chairman of 10th I inami Commis 
Sion 

RomII Si» Ml has bien appoinltd 
India s Ambassador to Russia 

Pk Suit;/; Ml IS bung sin-l as 
India s first Ambassador to isiael 
Pliiipat Oza Ml is India s Ambas 
sador to South Kona 

Alan Niraiitli He is India s Am 


bassador to Mexico 

kiidhir Deb Ray He has been ap- 

E ointed India's Ambassador to Ka/ak- 
istan 

Kam/ts/i bliawia He is being ap 
pointi*d India s Ambassador to Uk¬ 
raine 

B M i. Nail Hi IS being ap 
pointed India s Ambassador to Sin 
gaport 

L Hisi/du' He has been appointed 
Chairman and Managing Dinctor of 
Indian Airlines 

Resigned 

hbi^liatiillnli Mojailuii ( aretaker 
President ot Afghanistan 

Wnidciiiai Paiilnk Prime Minister 
of Poland 

P Cliidaiiibaiaiii Ministei of State 
tor Commerce 

Died 

Moliamiind Boiidiaf President 
ot Algeria He was assissinated 
Maliaia'-japiiiaiii Sniitliaiiain 
Renowned C aiiiatic musician He was 
64 


New Ministers in Union Council of Ministers 


Minister'- of Mate 

Sukh Ram Planning and 
I’rognmint Implementation md new 
Depaitment ot Nem ( onvcntional 
f ni rg\ 

R I Bhatia I xlcrnal Affairs 
Ms Sukhbans Kaur Bhinder 
Tourism 

Col Ram Singh Wasteland 
Dutlopmenl in Ministrv of Rural 
nevilopment 

Ms Krishna Sahi IndiistrnI 
Deetlopmenf 
Deputy Ministi rs 

Ms Shelja tdiieition and C iil 


turt 

Portfolio Changes 
Ministirs of Matt 

PJ Kurien Industiy and Com 
meree (Mr PV Naiasimha Rao has 
taken ovei the Commerce Portfolio fol 
lowing the resignation of Mr P 
Chidambaram) 

H R Bhardwaf Law from 
Programme Implementation 

PA Sangma Coal & Indcpendint 
charge ot 1 aboiir Ministry 

PR Kumaramangalam Sen nee 
and Technology and Parliamentary Af 
fairs (earlier he also held law) 


EVENTS 


JUNE 

n—us deeieies to accept Rio dec¬ 
laration ot environmental prin- 
e iples 

IT—Tne United Nations launches 
the most ambitious phase of its 
Cambodian peace pro¬ 
gramme—that of cantoning, 
disarming and demobilising 70 
per cent ot the armed forces of 
rival factions 

14—Rio summit ends aftt*r adopting 


the Rio declaration, agenda 21 
and the declaration on Prin¬ 
ciples on Forests 

16—USA announces fresh missile 
control sanctions against India 
China, Iraq, North Korea and 
17 other countnes 
—USA and Russia sign an accord 
to make further drastic reduc¬ 
tion in the nuclear warheads of 
the two countnes, going beyond 
the Strategic Arms Reduction 
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_ WHO^S WHO 

Treaty (START) 

18— The bilateral talks between 
USA and India begin in New 
Delhi 

—Cieneral Fidel Ramos, former 
Defence Secretary ot Philip¬ 
pines, IS officially declared 
ek’Cted President of Philippines 

19— Ireland says 'Yes' to Maastricht 
treaty 

20“The C/ech and Slovak leaders 
sign pact to spill C/echos 
lovakia tn two independent 
countnes 

24—iabou) Party in Isiail scores a 
stunning upset victory in the 
Gencial Flections 

26—The Tin Bi>ilia corridor is for 
mally leased out to Bangladesh 

28— The Afghan caretaker Presi 
dent Mr Sihghatullali 
Mojadidi hands over power lu 
a Mu)ahideen leidership coun 
cil 

29— President ot Algeiia Mi 
Mohammed Boudiat is assas 
sinated 

JULY 

1—Transporters all over India go 
on an indefinite strike leopard 
ising the movement ot essential 
commtxlilics 

4—Violence mars baiidh in 
Guiaiat More than 21 pirsonc 
arc killed 

S -The Union government decidts 
to scrap Oitioi m Union Tir 
ntorics 

6—The government decides to j 
open the Metro TV Channel i 
and IM Radio to private 
prcxlucers 

7 Tr.insporters call-off stiike iin 
conditionallv 

9 —Minister of State for Coni 
merce, Mr P Chidambaram 
resigns owning responsibility 
for investing in shares of 
Fairgrowth financial Service*' 
Ltd (FFSl), currently under 
investigation for alleged in 
volvement in the multi cron 
securities scandal 

— Government agrees to con 
stitute a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) to probe thi 
3540-crorc stock scam 

10—ir^SAT II-A IS launched sue 
cessfully from Kourou 
French Guiana by Arianc 
Rocket 
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Round-up of National Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Poliacs of dnft and consensus—Poor state of pai ties—Worsening law and 
order situation—Militancy and terrorism—Secessionist trends—Increase in 
violence—Problem of human rights—Ups and downs in foieign relations— 
India-Pak tensions 

T lwpasl yenr uni', notable morcfoi polnici of delay and drift licsidi’s nmleiation and 
icioiiLihation than for firm, decisive and speedy duisions oi ^k>Iu y nnplenienta 
turn yls in the preceding two years, the country had a ininoiity govt nwient at the 
Centie but the hopeles^y fiagmented opposition in Parliament could not muster 
enough strength to launch any full-scale toppling duve or indeed make any set ions 
move to till eaten ot cc nsuie the ruling Congress Covernment I he Pi ime Minister Mr 
Narasimlia Rao, the 'coiisivisus man", lemained unpiiliirbed by the occasional 
pinpricks and the darts and airoios flung at him by his (ritics 

Displaying immense patience and tolerance of c i iticmi, he sought to u in ooc i 
ceitain non Congiess elements zvho were discontented and disilhisionid with then 
party leadership In fact except for the BJP, the (opposition paities suffcicd not only 
from low stungih but also from low calibre leadership 

The wholly uiibatisfactory standard of oiganisafion in almost all parties liat.v led 
to glaring indisc ipliiie in the ranks Plie Tinipati session of the Congiess this yc ai and 
Its aftermath confiimed this Diiectiivs remained mostly neglei ted or were bypassed 
So, confusion nigtied supreme ntsti'ad of the miic h needed c lardy of vision and polii y 
Internal squabblei> and the stiuggle for power continued, ambitions remained unful¬ 
filled 

Problems Unsolved: An inevitable sequel to these featuies of the dismal politi 
cal scenario was that the country s main problems remained unsolved Ibegciieial law 
and Older sduatiim worsened in seveial parts of the countiy, notably Bihar and U P 
not to mention f K, and Punjab Theie uvre relatwely minor communal riots at a 
couple of places, iiicliidiiig U P, Delhi and Rajasthan 

For the deteiiorahng law and order situation, the iiiuidcn, the kidnappings the 
soaniig crime graph, the asbiiults on iivmen and the general niseciiiUy of life and 
property, it ib the ineffectiveness of the Government and the disenchantment of the 
people that have been largely responsible There are i on upt, unsciupuloiis jvi stms and 
c rminals at mobt levels of the administration, apart of course pom the all too fa miliar 
feature—gross inefficiency and utter complaccmcy 

The much-needed, rcbolute commitment to ensure justice and basic human i ights 
to citizeiib in all parh of the countiy, irrcbpective of caste, creed, religion or jxditical 
beliefs, has been missing The Government lacks credibility and the masst's have vet y 
little conpdence in its ability to ensure safety of life and property No toonder the 
criminal gangs and mafias dominate in countk’ss places, rural and urban /Is usual, 
honesty and fair play have been at a discount The hardships of the masses have not 
been alleviated For millions life is still a nightmare 

Militancy and Terrorism; The Government's biggest failure has been its in¬ 
ability to check the growing militancy and terrorism The worst affected States btill are 
} & K and Punjab where the spate of killings and kidnappings, bomb blasts and other 
acts of utter lawlessness, continually disrupt normal life Entire families have been 
gunned down In many areas it is the wnt of the militants that runs, the terrorists use 
(begun with abandon, they possess sophisticated tocaponb far btiperwr to those used 
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I /ly the police and the para-military fen c fs 
I The farce of elections in Putifab last 
1 Febmary and the installation of a 
I ' iHipular" government did not improve 
j the'situation 

I he menace of tei lorism has spread 
to LI P, Assam and other north-eastern 
areas besides Andhra Pradesh There 
haiv been cases of terrorist depredations 
III Bombay also In lecent weeks beveral 
j militants have been killed in jwlice en- 
countiys and some have Iwen anested„ 
' But somehow then uuiiiIh i goes on in- 
c reasing Fhanks to the alvlment and ac- 
I five assistance fiom across tlw bender, 
time IS little sign of an early end to the 
I menace of tenoiism The Naxalltcs 
I lenc w then lawless at timly even/ now 
and then in Andhia Pradesh and Oiissa 

I Hull there is the trend toivards- 
secessionisni flie agt^ressioe Akah 
gioiijis III Punjab haoc n iterated their 
demand for a sovereign, indejiendent 
State of Sikhs the lhaikand ti ibals epant 
an independent entity (the Central 
i Gcwi rument agieed rec enlly to establish 
I <7 Geutral Council foi tin tribals) and so 
I doc s the UUA in Assam and the discon 
tented gtoiips in some other areas At 
some place s the re aie nlli gutions of police 
sujqioit collubion and coiinnvince with 
the lawless elements thus conijminding 
the piobh'in Se c urily has, nonually, be- 
' come a cruel joke in almost all pai ts of the 
countiy Police excesses and flagrant 
I violations of human i ights luiiv brought 
much disLiedit to India from Amnesty 
International and other foteign iigencies, 
be side’s vigilant sections of the Indian 
people 

Foreign Relations: During the 
past year some important dei'ehpments 
took place in foreign lelalions The 
Government of India has consis,tcntly 
pursued the policy of peace and c oi diality 
with all countries, esjiec tally out dose 
neighbours The attempts to mend the 
fence’s with China (Prime Minister Li 
Peng's fneiidly talks in New Delhi last 
winter and President Venkataiaman s 6- 
day tnp to Beijing and other cities m 
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Mav fhis year, besides other friendly ex¬ 
changes at official levels) have been suc¬ 
cessful. The basic issue of the border, 
houwer, remains unsolved 

The misunderstandings between 
India and Nepal, which had persisted for 
years, have been largely removed through 
friendly discussions with the democrati¬ 
cally elected regime in Kathmandu and 
the visit of the nciv Prime Minister of 
NefHil, Mr Koirala, to New Delhi A new 
trade and Iransit agreement was signed 
during Ills talks 

There has Iwen a distinct improve¬ 
ment in the relations with Bangladesh, 
following the visit of Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia to Delhi. Though some 
problems between the two countries 
remain unsolved, there have been accords 
on the ticklish issue of sharing river 
waters. India luis done its best to ai com¬ 
modate Dhaka's viewpoint as far as it 
could, in respect of the Farakka barrage 
issue, for instance There have been 
agreements also in regard to the Tin 
Bigha dispute and the Cliakmn refugees. 

Indo-Pak Tensions: A discon¬ 
certing asfiect of the country's foreign 
relations has, as usual, been the tensions 
with Pakistan, which is persisting with 
its policy of actiiviy assisting militants 
ofwrating in Kashmir and Punjab. All 
the assurances of cordiality and 
friendship given by Pakistani leaders and 
officials continue to sound hypocritical 
because of the wide gap between UHird 
and deed. Pakistan's assertions on Kash¬ 
mir and the ceaseless attempts to inter¬ 
nationalise the issue in inolatioii of the 
Simla Agreement have intensified the 
tensions. During the past year the 
nuclear tangle caused further strains in 
the relations. The story was rejKoted at 
the Rto Earth summit where the two 
Prime Ministers held brief talks on mat¬ 
ters of mutual interest. 

India's relations with the US had 
sctrral ups and downs during the past 
few months. After a short period of cor¬ 
diality over defence cooperation plans, 
the U.S. launched an offensive against 
India in respect of trade, patent laws and 
copyright, the Russian rocket technology 
transfer move and allied matters. India’s 
hopes hai'ing the USA as a reliable 
friend in place of the former USSR seem 
to be vanishing 

India has established good relations 
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with Russia and other Soviet republics. 
The Government has assured friendship 
with the new regime m war-ravaged Af¬ 
ghanistan and extended aid for 
rehabilitation of the Afghanis. 

Tensions no longer exist between 
New Delhi and Colombo which has as¬ 
sured cooperation w meeting the l.TTE 
menace follmving this country's ban on 
this militant organisation because of its 
suspected hand in Mr Rajtv Gandhi's 
assassination. 

Details of Events 

STALEMATE IN KASHMIR 

♦ Apart from the occasional kid¬ 
nappings uf senior officials and a 
blast now and then in Srinagar, there 
has been no major development in 
Kashmir Valley, least of all on the 
political front. The distressingly 
familiar situation, characterised by 
the dominance of the militants and 
the ineffective civil administration 
continues, with little hope of an early 
switchover to normalcy. The killings, 
kidnappings, occasional blasts and 
other subversive acts continue. There 
is no evidence yet of a definite politi¬ 
cal initiative and of elections to the 
Stale Assembly. A proxy war is in 
progress with Pakistan continuing to 
provide weapons and training for 
subversion to Kashmiri youth. 

Since the beginning of 1992, 
scores of persons, detained on 
suspicion, have been released. 
Among them arc some political 
leaders. There have been inter-group 
clashes in the Valley. Despite efforts 
for a patch-up between different 
militant outfits, incidents continue. 

A cynical view is that the 
Government is holding the State at 
gunpoint. There has been much 
criticism of the sefturity forces be¬ 
cause of their excesses and indul¬ 
gence in lawless activity. 

ACCORD ON ECONOMIC 
CRITERION 

♦ During the year Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao called upon the 
Chief Ministers, Governors and Lt 
Governors to evplve an economic 
criterion for reservation of govern¬ 
ment jobs for monbm of the poor 
and other economically backwatd 
sections of society not covered by any 
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of the existing schemes trf reserva¬ 
tion. The economic criterion needs to 
be determined with utmost caution 
and care, taking into account ail 
relevant factors. The reservation 
policy, as announced on September 
25, Wl, was sub-judtee before a Con¬ 
stitution Bench of the Supreme Court 
and the hearing was at an advanced 
stage. 

One of the issues to be adjudi¬ 
cated upon by the Supreme Court re¬ 
lated to the Upplicatiun of an 
economic criterion to the reservation 
policy for backward classes. The 
Government had communicated to 
the court that it intended to deter¬ 
mine an economic criterion after 
evolving, if possible, a national con¬ 
sensus. The economic criterion 
should be determined in such a man¬ 
ner that the most deserving sections 
of the backwarel classes were not left 
out and at the same time, it did not 
leave the doors too wide open to 
enable affluent stvtions of the target 
groups to grab the jobs 

CONSTITUTION BILLS 
ADOPTED 

♦ The Constitution (71st amend¬ 
ment) Bill to faalitatc fresh delimita¬ 
tion of constituencies was adopted by 
the Rajya Sabha on April 29 after the 
Government's declaration that it had 
accepted the long-standing demand 
for rotation of seats reserved tor 
Scheduled Castes. 

The House also .ndopted the Con¬ 
stitution (76th Amendment) Bill .seek¬ 
ing to include Assembly members of 
the Union Territories of Delhi and 
Pondicherry in the electoral college 
for the election of the President. Both 
the Bills were passed unanimously 

The Union Government intends 
to set up a Delimitation Commission 
soon. It would be headed by a sitting 
or a former Supreme Court judge. 
The other members would be 
coopted by Parliament and Legisla¬ 
tive Assemblies. The Government 
had accepted the recommendation of 
the Committee that went into elec¬ 
toral reforms about a fresh delbriita- 
tion of cQBstitucncies. 

74th Amendment: The Lok 
Sabha on beoember 2Qjrassed a Con- 
sritutipn Amendment Bill paving the 
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way for the establishment of a Legis¬ 
lative Assembly in Delhi with a 
seven-member Council of Ministers. 
The Bill was adopted by an over¬ 
whelming majority. The Constitution 
(74th) Amendment Bill vests with the 
Centre the powers to legislate on 
matters of public order, police and 
land. Tire Chief Minister would be 
appointed by the President. 

The Bill was introduced after 
much political debate over the struc¬ 
ture and powers of the Assembly. 
Delhi would continue to be a Union 
Territory. The Delhi Metropolitan 
Council will cease to exist. 

ELECTORAL REFORMS 

♦ The Central Government has un¬ 
dertaken an in- depth study of wide- 
ranging electoral reforms proposed 
by the Lleclion Cdmmi.ssion. These 
include the suggestion to make bixith 
capturing a cognisable offence, 
reduction of poll campaign pericxi 
from 20 to 14 days, annual auditing of 
political party funds and dis¬ 
qualification of candidates found 
violating the model ctxle of conduct. 

The Government will be holding 
discussions with leaders of political 
parties in Parliament before finalis¬ 
ing its decision on the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Election Commission. In 
a bid to curtail frivolous candidature, 
the C’ommission has suggested in¬ 
crease in the secTjnty deptisil. An im¬ 
portant recommendation is an 
amendment to Section 29-A of the 
Representation of People Act, 1951, 
relating to registration of political 
parties. The Commission wants a 
special provision for de-registration 
of a political party for violating its 
oath on the Constitution and its 
secular character. 

To counter booth capturing, the 
Commission has suggested that top- 
rank political leaders who harbour 
prcKlaimed offenders and were seen 
openly in their company should be 
proceeded with under the law. The 
Election Commission should also be 
empowered to countermand an elec¬ 
tion due to booth capturing. The 
Commission has suggested that 
every registered political party 
should publish its accounts annually; 
these should be audited by specific 


agencies. Non-maintenance of the 
true account of election expenses or 
not filing of its true copy within the 
prescribe time, should be punish¬ 
able with imprisonment and fine; on 
conviction the candidate should be 
disqualified for six years. 

True Autonomy Sought for E.C.: 
The Chief Election Commissioner, Mr 
T.N. Seshan, called on March 30 for 
"true autonomy" to the Commission 
to check electoral malpractices effec¬ 
tively. He was addressing a seminar 
on "Electoral reforms—Key to siKial 
transformation". Mr Seshan urged 
that the Elc'ction Commission should 
be strengthened at various levels. He 
criticised the extensive use of the 
police to ensure fair electioas. Money 
power, corrupt practices and violence 
were the dominating factors of al- j 
most every election in the country. | 

The Home Minister emphasi.sed j 
that it was impossible for theGovern- | 
nient or the Elcvlion Commission to ! 
make any headway in chocking elec¬ 
toral malpractices without full 
cooperation ot all the political par¬ 
ties. Cases of violence and booth cap¬ 
turing, he claimed had been limited 
to some pockets. Certain State 
governments had done commen- 
ciable work in ensuring peaceful elec¬ 
tions. But there was violence even in 
the June, 1992, by-elections. 

VIOLENCE OVER 
CAUVERY WATERS 

♦ Inter-State disputes over river 
waters have been common in this 
country. The dispute that was much 
in the news during the past year was 
over the sharing of Cauvery waters. 
There has been considerable violence 
in Karnataka over the issue of these* 
waters, the victims being the Tamils 
residing in Karnataka State. The law 
and order situation in the State went 
from bad to worse. The tension be¬ 
tween the two States mounted to dis¬ 
concerting proportions. 

Karnataka declined to accept the 
verdict of the Tribunal, while Tamil 
Nadu insisted that the Tribunal 
decision be implemented without 
delay. The Karnataka Government is¬ 
sued an ordinance to counter the 
decision. The Central Government, 
after considerable pressure from 




ANNU(U..NUMBER 



SPECIAL $UPPLBMEN\ 

Tamil Nadu, notified the verdict in 
the gazette, thus making it fully legal. 
This led to considerable resentment 
in Karnataka and caused much 
violence. Thousands of people took 
refuge in Tamil Nadu and many lives 
were lost in the disturbances. The 
Centre had to send para-military for¬ 
ces to Karnataka to quell the rioting. 
By the end of December, 1991, the 
number of refugees was stated to 
have risen to 70,000. Many of them 
have since returned to their homes. 

On December 31 the National In¬ 
tegration Council (NIC) appealed to 
the governments and people of Kar- • 
nataka and Tamil Nadu to aid the 
senseless violence over the river » 
waters issue and restore normalcyr .. 
Ix'aders of most political parties also’' 
expressed concern over the Violence- 

Addressing the Council mcc’tmg 
summontd specially to discus.s the 
Punjab and Kashmir i.ssues, th^ 
Prime Minister called lor a deter- 
minetl and united tight against forces 
of terrori.sm and st'ces.sionism. Ter¬ 
rorism and militancy had not only 
continued unabated but was also 
trying to establish a foothold in new 
areas. 

ARMY OPERATIONS IN 
ASSAM 

# Trcxips fanned out in six districts 
of Assam on April 1, 1992, with the 
beginning of a renewed Army opera¬ 
tion against hardliners in the trun¬ 
cated ULFA. The operation, a sequel 
to "Operation Rhino" which had 
been suspended on January 14, 
started in .some districts to flush out 
secessionist element,s. Simultaneous¬ 
ly, the Government held parleys with 
a splinter group of the ULFA. Now 
that the ULFA has formally split, the 
Government has decided to hold 
negotiations with the faction willing 
to talk and to use force against those 
opposed to the peace efforts. The top 
functionaries of the UI.FA have 
rejected the bid for talks and have 
reiterated their resolve to continue 
the struggle for a "sovereign Assam". 

ASSAM'NAGALAND 
BORDER DISPUTE 

* Assam-Nagaland tensions along 
their common border have again 


bet'll renewed. The two St.ites .ire 
kicking honis over the possession of 
A cluster of disputed settlements in 
the Doy.ing forest reserve Reports 
from tlie volatile /one s,iv tli.it tc'.ir 
has .igain gripped the villagers 
amidst thre.its .nnd lounter-thre.its 
from either side 1 hat all is not well in 
the disputed areas was evident from 
the Ass.im C'lovernor, Mr I oknalh 
Misra's addiess to the State Assemb¬ 
ly retontiv. More than sq. km of 
disputed areas have luvn under ad¬ 
verse possession of the Nagaland 
Government. The Assam ( hief Mini¬ 
ster, Mr 1 litesw.ir Saikia, has acciisis.! 
Nagaland ot illegally occupying 
1,01,7^0 hectares of Assam territory. 

PRESIDENT’S RULE IN 
NAGALAND 

* I he Central Covernmenl oiue 

again Itnik action under Article .^stmt 
the Constitution and imposed 
President's rule on Nagaland on 
April because ot the bn*akdown ot 
the law and order and the "fluid" 
party position in the State. The Ojj- 
position in Parliament strongly dis- j 
approved of the action and described i 
it as "unwarranted and indefensible, 
especially when the State Governor, 
in his report to the Centre, had not 
recommended any such drastic ' 
.action". Some M f’.s described the 
Centa''s action in N<igaland as "rape 
ol democnrcy' in the sensitive border 
State". Critics also alleged that im¬ 
position of President's rule was a | 
clear .ybuse of Article 356 j 

A C'entral spokesman, however, 
pul in a strong defence and argued i 
that the C.overnment had no alterna¬ 
tive when the C'hief Minister himself 
had stated that purposeful ad- | 
ministration could not be carried on ^ 
with Ministers and legislators pres¬ 
surising him for plum posts and the | 
level of insurgency increasing in the | 
State. 

CRISIS IN MANIPUR ENDS | 

♦ Central rule, imposed in the tur- | 
blilent .and highly sensitive State of ] 
Manipur endc'd on April 8; a new ! 
ministry under the le.idership of R.K. i 
Doremira Singh was sworn in. 
President's rule in the Stale lasted 83 
days. The former Chief Minister, Mr 
Reishang Keishang, was sworn in as 
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I' Deputy Chief Minister. But political 
j uncertainty continues because of the 
I constantly changing political aligrl- 
' nienls and the shifting loyalties. To 
these factors has to lx* added the di.s- 
tiualification of some M.L.A.S a few 
days earlier. 

, Security measures have been 
tightened in Manipur in view of a 
fresh spurt ot violence by insurgent 
outfits, including the banned Nation- 
' al Socialist Council ot Nagaland 
I (NSCN) and the People's Liberation 
' Army (PI A). Armed gueirillas h.we 
infiltrated into the Stale from across 
, the border in the recent past. 

, ELECTION FARCE IN 
PUNJAB 

I # The Central GovernmenI tultilk'd 
I Its commitment to hold ekvtions m 
Punjab in February P)92, whatever 
the (Kids. But the voting percentage 
was very low—-the lowesi ever -bt'- 
cause ol the boycott of the poll by the 
I Akalis. The polling was conduct'd 
under the tightest security. The Con¬ 
gress was swept into power with a 
record thrc'c-tourths ot the total num¬ 
ber of seats. It won 87 st'als in tht* 
117-member Asstunbly. 

T he Congress made a neai-cTcan 
sweep in the l.ok Sabha poll by win¬ 
ning 12 ot the 13 seats. The only seat 
it lost was Fero/epore where its 
nominee lost to the Bahujan Samaj 
nominee. After a gap ot 57 months, 
the Congress formed a popular 
government in the State on Feb. 25 

The Akali D.y 1 (K), the sole Akali 
Dal participant, fared badly. It could 
win only three seats, including the 
unopposed election of its chairman of 
its Parliamentary Board, Capt 
Amarindcr Singh. The BJP also suf¬ 
fered a setback. It could win only six 
seats. 

Final-party position: Total seats 
117; Congress 87, BSP % BJP 6, CPI 4, 
Akali Dal (K) 3, CPM 1, Janata Dal 1, 
UCPI1, Independents and others 5. 

Tlie unprecc'dented victory of the 
Congress in the Punjab elections also 
put it in a position to capture all the 
seven Rajya Sabha seats from the 
State filled between February and 
July. The victory of 12 Congressmen 
from Punjab in the Lok Sabha poll 
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I increased the party's strength in that 
j House to 243. The Lok Sabha's effec- 
; live strength at the moment is 537. 
1 The ruling party needs the support of 
j 269 members for a cle.ir majority. 

ORDINANCE CUTS 
! CAMPAIGN PERIOD 

^ ♦ The President promulgated on 
January 19 an ordinance reducing the 
j campaigning period for the Lok 
I Sabha and Assembly elections from a 
] minimum ot 20 da*ys to 14 days. Evi- 
' dently, the campaign period was 
, reduced after assessing the overall 
' law and order situation in Punjab. 

I The ordinance, however, stated that 
I the amendment to Section 30 ot the 
' Representation of the People Act, 
1951, would apply to the entire 
' country. 

U.S. OFFENSIVE 
AGAINST INDIA 

' # India has lodged a strong protest 
' against the Bush Administration's ac¬ 
tion in suspending duty-tree Ireal- 
I ment on the export of its 
I pharmaceuticals and chemicals in 
retaliation tor New Delhi's alleged 
I tailure to protect US intellectual 
property rights. President Bush is¬ 
sued the proclamation to this cftect 
on April 29. 'Fhe American trade 
! sanction was unjust and untimely. 

j Earlier, the U.S. indeiUified India 
tor the second year in succession, 
along with T hailand and Taiwan, 
under its trade law provision "Spe¬ 
cial 301" as a trading partner that 
I denied market access and protection 
j for US intellectual property rights, 
such as patents, trade marks and 
I copyright. M.P.s suggested that Par¬ 
liament should pass a unanimous 
resolution taking exception to the 
arm-twisting methexis of the USA. 

j The test launch of India's inter- 
I mediate range ballistic missile 'Agni' 

! on May 29 was used by the nuclear 
I haves to impose further sanctions 
[ against its space programmes. On 
i June 16 the U.S. announced fresh 
j sanctions against India, China, Iraq 
and 17 other countries. 

US concern: American concern 
over India's development of Agni 
and Pritht’i missiles could be viewed 
at three levels, according to a senior 
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defence analyst. The first could be 
toncem over global proliferation of 
advanced weaponry and ballistic 
missiles and the effect it can have on 
the U S force projection capacities 
Secondly, the US kioks at the impact 
of emerging Indian missile potential 
in the Indian Ocean region and the 
US interests in the area in particular 
It also perceives future Indian 
capacity to graduate from an IRBM 
technology demonstrator to 
capability on nuclear inter-contmen- 
tal ballistic missile 

U.S. wants India to attend sum¬ 
mit; The U S has been pressing 
India to agree to a ti\ e-nation summit 
to achieve a nuclear-weapons tree 
/one in South Asia as an interim step 
towards the ultimate goal of making 
both India and Pakistan sign the 
Nuclear Non-prohleralion Treaty 
Washington had entered into a 
"piociiictive dialogue' with New' 
Delhi on the nuclear issue with the 
recent US visit ol the Indian loreign 
Secretary J N Dixit 

Partic ipaling m .1 lieesatc'llite 1V 
progiamme, 'Worldnt,ct" the US 
Uiuier-Secretary of State for regional 
security, Mr Rc'ginald Baitholomew 
lejc'cted a suggestion by a Pakistani 
expert that Washington should not 
focus on the Pakistani nucleai 
programme as long as the Kashmir 
issue remained uniesolveci 

INDIA’S STAND ON 
NUCLEAR ISSUE 

# India has reiteratcxi that the only 
realistic solution to the nucleai 
proliferation is to have a global ap¬ 
proach to the problem—an approach 
which IS universal, compiehensiv'e 
and non-discnminatory Regional ai- 
langements, bilateral agreements, 
nuclear weapons, free /ones anci 
other technical mcives which hav e be¬ 
come popular during the last two 
decades have tailed to check the 
number of nuclear weapons from 
growing qualitatively and quantita- 1 
lively, the Indian representative told ' 
the U N Disarmament C’ommis&ion 
in April Nor have they succeeded in 
preventing an increase m the number 
of countries with divided control 
over nuclear arsenals 

Callmg for transparency in im¬ 


plementation of decisions to reduce 
I nuclear weapons, the spokesman 
I said it IS India's conviction that fissile 
material from the decommissumod 
warheads ntvds to be placcxi under 
international sateguards for use ex¬ 
clusively for peaceful piirpcwes He 
commended the action plan put for¬ 
ward at th(' 1988 spc'cial scission on 
disarmament for elimination of all 
I weapons ol mass destruc tion in a sys- 
I tematu rational and piactical fimt'- 
frame Tin plan calls upon all nuclear 
Slates to accept ecjual obligations 
without disiiiminalionand provides 
for a stage by stage ai hic v ement ot a 
nucle.ii weapon liee world 

INDIA-PAK N-RACE? 

I # The C 1 A Director, Mi Robi’rt 
(lates, contended eailier this \ear 
that both Indi.i and rakistan have 
niiclt'ai weapons and balhstu missile 
piogrammes and are now going 
c hemical as well While they may not 
have assembled the weapons tor 
slinkpilmg lor safety leasons they 
have all the parts tor a muleai 
weapon and the means to deliver 
them In South Asia, the arms lacc 
between India and Pakistan is a 
major coiuein Not only do both 
countru's have mnlcMi wcajnin and 
ballistic missile progiammes, they 
have lecenti) puisiied chemical 
weapons these jirogiammes ore 
paituLiIaily worrisome bccuase ot 
constant tension and conflu t in Kash 
ipir' 

fie telt that nuclear weapons 
could be assembled quickly, both 
countries have combat aiurall that 
could be modilic'd to deliver thc'm 
in a crisis 'Both have publicly 
agmed to ceitain confidenct'-build 
ing measuri-s such as not attacking 
each other s nucleai lacilities and are 
hopc’liil that the continuing dialogue 
would bear fruit 

INDIA-BURMA TENSIONS 

# Danger signs of an armed conflict 
have bix-ome visible on the India- 
Burma bordei Myanmar (Buima) 
threatens to create trouble on the bor¬ 
dei with India An Assam daily 
reportcxl that the relationship be¬ 
tween the two countries has 
deteriorated sharply after 2')00 
Myanmar nationals who mhabit the 
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I villages along the border, fled the 
country and took refuge m 
, Nagaland They were running away 
I from the Myanmar army which had 
gone on a rampage, killing and tor- 
I turmg the villagers, most of them 
I Muslims 

The trouble started w'hen an 
army patrol was ambushed by Myan¬ 
mar student activists m the border 
areas Stxvn afterwards, the Myanmar 
army took rev'enge bv attacking vil¬ 
lages acioss the border in Nagaland- 
Ihe Myanmar nationals appealc'd to 
the Nagaland Ciovernment to give 
them protection on humamtariAn 
grounds The military rulers of 
Myanmar, however, are spitting ' 
venon at the Indian tiovernment, ac¬ 
cusing It of "giving succour to Myan¬ 
mar insurgents and providing them 
with aims and training" They have 
also c harged India w ith attempting to 
destabilise' Myanmar sc'conomy 

INDIA-UKPACTON 

TERRORISM 

♦ 1 he Indo-Bntam txtradilioij 
Iroaty and the agreement to confis¬ 
cate, on a reciprocal basts, the assets 
of lerrcvrisls and drug runners m 
either country, signed in 1 ondon on 
lebruarv 28 mark a new internation¬ 
al model lor cooperation against ter¬ 
rorism [he two accords decided to 
usher in a new legal ic’gime K'tween 
the two countries tor tackling the 
twin problem ol tenonsm ancl chug 
trafficking tach side will now seek 
tJie apjiropnatc' government and par- 
hamentaiy altirination tor these 
agrc'emc'nts In reality, Ihe treaties 
came into c tfec t immc'dialelv, accord¬ 
ing to otiicial source's 

The agrc'ement was initialled 
altei oltuial Ic'vel talks belwcxm the 
two counliies Ihe confiscation 
agrc'ement is the’ first ot its kind m the 
wot Id wheie two countries act 
togelhei on the subject India is the 
fust country with w'hich Britain has 
signed such as aguH'ment The ex¬ 
tradition treaty, too, is the hist bc'- 
tween Britain and another 
Commonwealth country 

STRESS ON CHECKING 
TERRORISM 

♦ India has called upon the UN 
Commission on Human Rights to 
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tjk«’ the lead in bringing sustained 
pressure of world-public opinion 
against terrorists and subversives 
with a view to preserving and 
promoting the human rights of mil¬ 
lions of ordinary pi'ople The single 
most pernicious threat to the enjoy¬ 
ment of human rights came from ter¬ 
rorism and narco-terrorism, the 
leader of the Indian delegation told 
the 53-nation commission at its ses¬ 
sion in (.encva. 

I le pointcxl out that the attention 
being given to brutal and systematic 
violations ot the human rights of in¬ 
nocent people by terrorists was not 
lommensurate with the scale of their 
brutality and their contempt for the 
right to life of human beings. Sus¬ 
tained pressure of world public 
opinion against terrorists and con¬ 
crete action were necessary 

NEW POLLUTION 
CONTROL POLICY 

# The Union Government an¬ 
nounced on February 22 its new Pol¬ 
lution Control i\)licy which seeks to 
tighten the existing regulatory 
mechanisms and introduce market- 
oriented price mechanisms to in¬ 
fluence people's behaviour to avoid 
excessive use ot natural resources. 
Annoiinung the policy, the Minister 
of State for Fnvironment, Mr Kamal 
Nath, said maximum use of legisla¬ 
tion and regulation, fiscal incentives, i 
voluntary agreements, cxiucational ; 
programmes and information cam¬ 
paigns would play a key role in 
[lolicy implementation. 

The policy statement prescribes a 
compi ehensi ve appro.ich to integrate I 
environmental ancl ecxinomic aspects 
in development planning "The 
policy lays stress on preventive 
aspects for pollution control and 
promotion ot technological inputs to 
reduce industrial jxillulants The em¬ 
phasis will be on clean technologies 
and not clean up technologies", ob- 
serx'od the Minister. • 

CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN 

* There has bc*en a steep rise in the 
number of cases of crime against 
women, with incidence of molesta¬ 
tion and dowry deaths having 
doubled over a five-year period, ac- 
Fording to the latest report of the 


Comptroller and Auditor-General of 
India (CAG) published in May 1992. 

According to the report, the total 
number of cases of crimes against 
women registered between 1985 and 
1991 niso from 2,163 to 6,182. Inci¬ 
dents of rape doubled from 89 to 185, 
while dowry deaths registered a 
three-fold increase from 43 to 120. 
Dowry-related cases under Section 
406 of the IPC also marked a four-fold 
increase from 54 cases in 1985 to 226 
in 1991. Cases in which the crime 
against women cells of the Delhi 
police succeeded in getting 
"stridhan" restored to the victims 
ranged at around 530 or 8.6 per cent 
of the cases registered. 

Cases ending in compromises 
stood at 1,437 or 23.24-per cent of the 
total, whereas cases recommended 
' tor prosecution under the Dowry 
I Prohibition Act, 1%1, came down to 
I two per rent, though dowry-related 
I cases had increased considerably. 

I NEW LAW TO PROTECT 
! WOMEN 

! # A detailed scrutiny has confirmed 
I the widi‘spread impression that the 
' laws to tackle the evils of dowry, Sati, 

' immoral traffic, etc, are ineffective. To 
give teeth to these laws the Union 
Government intends to amend the 
relevant Acts. The amendments 
which an- to be incorporated in the 
Dowry Prohibition Act and the Com¬ 
mission of fiati (Prevention) Act have 
been finalised. 

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) 
Act and tlie Indecent Representation 
(Prohibition) Act are also being ex¬ 
amined and attempts are being made 
to plug the IcKipholcs. A thorough ex¬ 
amination of all these laws showed 
that the punishment prescribed was 
not stringent enough and the laws 
were not being implemented effec¬ 
tively. 

A multi-pronged programme 
has also been launched to combat 
the growing problem of exploita¬ 
tion of adolescent girls by training 
the&Q for employment. The 
Government of India has decided 
to set up a National Commission 
for Women and also an office of 
Commissioner. 


MORE N. POWER FOR 
INDIA 

# The Nuclear Power Corporation 
has drawn up ambitious plans to 
produce 8,200 MW of power in the 
next 10 years, in addition to the exist¬ 
ing generation of 1,540 MW at four 
atomic power stations in different 
parts of the country. The country is on 
the threshold of surging ahead in 
nuclear power generation. 

Two units offi20 MW each of the 
Kakrapar atomic power project, two 
units each of the 220 MW Kaiga 
project and the third and fourth units 
ot the Rajasthan atomic power 
project, which were in their final 
stages of construction, would be 
synchronised by the end of 1996. 
There are also schemes for another 
extension at Kaiga, which would 
have four more units of 220 MW each. 

Similarly, the Tarapur atomic 
power plant, which had presently 
two units of 160 MW each, will be 
extended by adding two more units 
of 500 MW each* The Rajasthan 
atomic power project, having two 
units of 100 MW and 220 MW, will be 
enhanced by two units of .500 MW 
each, besides the two units under 
construction. Hight units will also be 
constructed at different places in the 
country for generating 4,000 MW of 
power. 

Nuclear power is commercially 
viable. One gram of uranium 
generates one MW of electricity 
which rcx-iuired thousands of tonnes 
of coal. The country has an installed 
capacity to generate 1,500 MW of 
nuclear power and if a suitable 
strategy was adopted, this could be 
raised to 2,000 MW in the next five 
years and to 8,(X)0 MW by the turn of 
the century. 

FOREIGN POLICY 
REORIENTATION 

# There was evidence of reorienta¬ 
tion of foreign policy during 1991-92. 
The Government of India changed 
the traditional'^licy on West Asia. 
This was signified by its vote in 
favour of 4he US sponsored move in 
the UN General Assembly annulling 
the 1975 resolution equating Zionism 
with racism. Clearly, India would 
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henceforth exercise its foreign policy 
options according to its national in¬ 
terests in the context of the sweeping 
changes in the international environ¬ 
ment. 

The disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, the biggest event of the cen¬ 
tury, threw up new challenges before 
India, especially in view of the spe¬ 
cial relationship between the two 
countries during the past four 
decades. Some measures were in¬ 
itiated to improve lies with the U.S. 

Mr Narasimha Rao, who as¬ 
sumed office in June, 1991, sought to 
reach some understanding, if not 
cooperation, with the US in the field 
of defence. The commander of the US 
forces in the Pacific area visited New 
Delhi. 

The most significant visit was 
that of the Chinese Prime Minister, 
Mr Li I’eng. It was .symbolic of the 
developing relations between the 
two countries. 

Prime Minister Rao sought to 
highlight the far-a'aching economic 
policy changes introduced by his 
Government to help Indii adapt it¬ 
self to the trends in the a global 
economy. 

New Delhi stepped up its efforts 
to improve relations with neighbours 
with an appreciable degree of suc¬ 
cess, particularly with Nepal. The 
installation of a democratically 
elected government in the 
Himalayan kingdom, headed by Mr 
C.P. Koirala, facilitated the process. 
Mr Koirala's visit to India helped 
remove many irritants in bilateral 
relations. 

Impact on Defence plans: The 
latest developments in the Soviet 
Union had a notable impact on 
India's defence plans, especially in 
obtaining spares for military equip¬ 
ment. The absence of a central 
authority to monitor various defence 
deals committed by the erstwhile 
U.S.S.R. has added to the defence 
planners' dilemma. Transfer of tech¬ 
nology, pricing system and new 
equipment already under negotia¬ 
tions have been casualties in the new 
scheme of fhings. 

India Reco^ses Israel: In a 
major reversal of its West Aaa policy, 
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India cm January 29,1992, decided to 
establish full diplomatic relations 
with Israel, 41 years after recognising 
the Jewish State. TTic decision, which 
is bound to have far-reaching conse¬ 
quences for India's foreign policy, 
came on the eve of Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao's visit to New 
York for the summit meeting of the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Among other things, the decision 
seemed to have been guided ly the 
end of the Cold War between the 
Super Powers, the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union and India's growing 
political ties with the U.S. But some 
strains developed subsequently. 

India had recognised Israel way 
back in 1951 but did not maintain any 
presence in the Jewish State, though 
the Israehs have had a consulate in 
Bombay. The new step marks the end 
of what is called a dogma and fear of 
reactions from the Arab world. New 
Delhi was anxious not to lose Arab 
support for its stand on Kashmir, and 
its fear stemmed from the possibility 
of alienating the Muslims. Only the 
BJP among the opposition parties 
was keen on establishing closer ties 
with Israel. India is likely to benefit 
from the move in trade, economic 
and technical fields. 

India-Russia Political Treaty: 
India and Russia finalised a new 
political treaty and signed Memoran¬ 
da of Understanding (MoU) on trade 
and supplies of deface and power 
generation equipment. This followed 
talks between high-level delegations 
of the two countries in mid-January. 
The political treaty contains elements 
of the 1971 Indo-Sovict Friendship 
Treaty while the memoranda on 
trade, defence and power equipment 
supplies have been structured to 
allow flexibility to meet changes in 
the economies. 

A draft political treaty has been 
received from Ukraine as well. Be¬ 
sides some elements of the Indo- 
Soviet treaty, it has a reference to the 
Delhi Declaration signed by the late 
Rajiv Gandhi and the fonner Soviet 
President, Mr Gorbachov. 

India has accepted Russia as a 
successor State, subject to terms it 
works out with other fonner Soviet 


republics. An invitation was ex¬ 
tended to Mr Yeltsin to visit India, 
which was accepted- 

EXITM.SOLANKI 

# The Bofors gun deal has claimed 
another victim. On March 31 the Min¬ 
ister for External Affairs, Mr Mad- 
havsinh Solanki, resigned following 
charges that he had tried to influence 
the Bofors scandal probe by handing 
over a note to the Swiss Foreign Min¬ 
ister, Mr Rene Felber, during a recent 
visit to Switzerland. The dramatic 
development followed Mr Solanki's 
confession that a memorandum 
given to him by an unidentified 
lawyer had been passed on to the 
Swiss Government. 

It was not clear whether he mere¬ 
ly acted as a messenger boy or he 
carried an important ''memo" to the 
Swiss Foreign Minister, requesting 
the Swiss Government to "go slow" 
on the Bofors investigation. A report 
in a leading English daily alleged that 
Mr Solanki hadacted on a tip from an 
Indian business house. The rlindujas 
denied any role in the matter. 

ROCKET TECHNOLOGY 
CONTROVERSY 

* The U.S.A. exerted pressure on 
Russia not to supply rocket technol¬ 
ogy to India, although the Russian 
republic is a party to a contract for 
such supply. However, Prime Mini¬ 
ster P.V. Narasimha Rao asserted in 
Parliament that the contract with 
Russia for the transfer of rocket tech¬ 
nology to this country l\as "not been 
suspended nor cancelled so far". Mr 
Boris Yeltsin confirmed on June 17 
during his U.S. trip that Russia had 
not deferred or cancelled the rocket 
technology deal with India. 

This technology did not entail 
any military application. India 
would like to continue such 
cooperation for mutual benefit. The 
alternative was to develop the tech¬ 
nologies indigenously, but this 
might entail a longer time-frame 
and, in some cases, a higher cost. 
India's success in space technology, 
especially in development ot often- 
sive missile systems, may have 
prompted the U.S. to apply pres¬ 
sure on Russia to cancel its agrec*- 
ment with India. 
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ASSAULTS ON 
DIPLOMATS 

* During the piist few months there 
have lieen throe cases of physical as¬ 
saults on Indian diplomats function¬ 
ing in Pakistan. On May 24, 1992, 
some Pakistanis brutally assaulted an 
Indian diplomat in Islamabad, Mr 
Rajesh Mittal. He was .subjectt>d to 
torture and even given electric 
shocks to force some sort of a confes¬ 
sion out of him. His condition be¬ 
came serious and he had to be 
admitted to hospital on his return to 
Delhi on being declared a "persona 
non grata". After the incident, the 
Government of India expelled two 
Pakistani diplomats who were ac¬ 
cused of undesirable activities. They 
had been acting in violation of ac¬ 
cepted norms of diplomatic function- 
ing. 

An Indian envoy was attacked in 
Karachi by unidentified persons cm 
June 7, and again on June lb. The 
Indian Government lodged strong 
protests with the Pakistan authiirities 
against these attacks. 

INDIA BANS LTTE 

* After dithering for many months, 
despite the mounting evidence of un¬ 
lawful activity by LTTE, the Govern¬ 
ment of India on May 14 imposed a 
ban on the militant organisation. The i 
Government announced lhaj it j 
would take all possible stops to get | 
the extradition of the LTTE supremo, 1 
V. Prabhakaran, and his associates for i 
trial in India in the Rajiv Gandhi a.s- i 
sassination case. The question of ex- | 
tradition of Prabhakaran has been I 
taken up with the Sri Lankan j 
Government. I 

Home Minister Chavan ex¬ 
plained that while no political party 
would be victimised following the 
ban, no one would be spared for any 
suppeirt to the activities of the LTTE 
under cover of any political activity. 
As long as the LTTE fought for 
autonomy for Jaffna, the Indian 
Government had lent its support to 
its cause. But India never supported 
the LTTE's battle for an independent 
Jaftna or Tamil Eelam. The Govern¬ 
ment could not remain t]uiet when 
the LTTE extended its activities to 
India and indulged in acts prejudicial 


to the sovereignty of the country. The 
Government knew of the links estab¬ 
lished by the LTTE with ULFA in 
A.ssam. 

CASTE VIOLENCE 

♦ Unfortunately, caste and com¬ 
munal violence continue to be a bru¬ 
tal reality in the country's rural areas, 
especially in U.P., Rajasthan and 
Bihar. The latest such rioting and as¬ 
sassinations occurred early in June, 
1992. At least ,17 Jatavs {Cltamars) 
were murdered and several others 
badly injured by marauding mobs of 
Jats over a trivial incident. 'The situa¬ 
tion became so tense and dangerous 
that the army had to be called out to 
restore t)rder. 

This was followed by a group of 
Jatavs pulling Jat passengers out of a 
bus and beating them. And then the 
whole thing snowballed with the Jats 
seeking revenge by burning alive and 
stabbing Jatav youngsters and raping 
women. The Jats in the area are large¬ 
ly small-scale peasants who feel 
threatened by the upward mobility of 
I the traditionally suppressed 
Scheduled Castes, especially the 
Jatavs, who dominate the leather 
business. Two years ago, violent 
clashes took place between Jats and 
Jatavs. 

POVERTY DOWN BY 10 
PER CENT 

♦ The percentage of people living 
below the poverty line in India has 
come down from 40 per cent to 30 per 
cent, according to a World Bank 
report, "Trends in developing 
countries", released in May 1992. 
"Accelerated growth and acceptance 
of anti-poverty programme have 
reduced the percentage of the Indian 
population Idling below the official 
poverty line from over 40 per cent of 
the population in 1977 to less than 30 
per cent at the end of 1980s", the 
report states. In India, reducing 
poverty has long been high on the 
Government's list of priorities. The 
assessment (by the Bank) finds that 
steadv progress is being made, due 
mainly to rapid economic growth, 
direct anti-poverty interventions, 
and publicly provided social ser¬ 
vices. 
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"Further progress will depepd 
on far-reaching and often politically 
sensitive structural reforms—to ad- 
dress, for example, distortions in the 
' manufacturing sector and in trade 
and financial policies that threaten 
sustained and rapid economic 
growth; and to ensure that existing 
targefted programmes and safety 
nets are reaching the poor who tend 
increasingly to be concentrated in 
specific regions and in specific oc¬ 
cupations. ^ 

FAILURES IN EDUCATION 

♦ The Public Accounts Committee 
of Parliament has taken a serious 
view of the Government's failure to 
implement its earlier recommenda¬ 
tions for Universal Primary Educa¬ 
tion through proper funnelling of 
resources to States to implement the 
policies, plans and programmes. The 
Committee, in its report released in 
March this year, emphasised the need 
to take concrete and immediate steps 
towards achieving the target of 
covering 17.63 crore children by 1995. 

It also urged the Government to en¬ 
sure retention and attainment of 
minimum levels of learning to cover 
both formal and non-formal streams. 

An earlier recommendation was 
that suitable non-formal educational 
facilities, with an interesting cur¬ 
riculum relevant to the needs and en¬ 
vironment of children, should be 
provided and steps taken to improve 
physical conditions of schools. 

The committee was also dis¬ 
mayed to note the "tone of helpless¬ 
ness expressed by the Government" 
in tackling the problem of child 
labour and its attitude of "preferring 
to wait till the socio-economic condi¬ 
tions in the country markedly 
improve". It asked the Government 
to ensure that measures being taken 
by the Government in this regard 
were within prescribed time limits. 

Pointing out that it had earlier 
favoured the ministry and the Plan¬ 
ning Commission to formulate a 
long-term perspective plan for 
educatiq|t, the PAC said that the 
Government had in its reply simply 
stated that "the recommendations 
have been noted". 
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Round-up of International Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Saving earth from Disaster—Historic Rio Summit—U S -Russia Accord on 
Cuts m Weapons—Crisis in Yugoslavia—Historic Turn in Afghanistan—Inter¬ 
nal Troubles in Pakistan—Closer China-lslamabad Ties—Stalemate in South 
Africa 


biggt’bt achicveinenl of the cotifemice 
was that emnronment and development 
uvre put on the pohtical agenda Hotth 
ever it is widelif believed that the Rjo 
Summit mostly featured rhetoric and 
dedaiatioiii, with totally unsatisfactory 
action 01 firm commitments 


E ven though tensions persist in some sensitive areas and tlieie have been local 
conflicts in Yugoslavia and Camlwiia, by and large the xoorld has been freefiom 
bloody lonflic ts during the past year After the collapse of the former Soviet Union and 
the emergence of Russia as the si/fossor State with Mi Boris Yeltsin leplacing Mr 
Gorbachov as the Soi'iet leader the various republics of the itgion hnx>c more or less 
settled down But nnxst of them have since been in acute economic distress because of 
intense shortac^es of food and otlu r essential supplies I he aid cxteiidc d by the Wc st to 
the stiicken people of the republics has bivn totalhj iiiadecjuale Howexvr then are no 
ideological barriers noio 

U.S.-Russia alliance riie U S has establishedpieiidly nlatioiis with Russia 
whose leader Mi Boris Yeltsin, paid a visit to Washington on June 16 and signed 
agieements with President Bush to lediicc weapon stockpiles The U S has also mneic 
fi tends loith olhei re publics in a bid to expand its sphere of influence ana also to open 
more fruitful trade dianmls Most of the lepublics have since been ncogiiised as 
soverengn entities entitled to full itiimbe'i ship of the United Nations 

The mutual riivilries notably the tensions between Russia and Ukraine hair been 
gradually lessened and the scaice funds ate iioxv being diverted from the xcvisteful 
expenditure on mditanf Iiai dware to construe tioe c hanne Is such as i conomic deirlop- 
ment This change in emphasis portends intei national peace instead of aimed c onflicts 

Ill-fated Yugoslavia: Yugoslavia has hen badly affected by ethnic and otiwr 
rnxaliies which have caused bloodshed and resulted in a bieak up of the country with 
the Seibs and the Cioats persistently lefusiiig to giiv any quaitti to the other 
According to experts, Yugoslaim has ceased to exist as an independent sovereign 
republic, two entities have emerged each asserting its indepc ndc m e 

UN imposed sanctions against the federal republic of Yugoslavia on May W The 
cease-fne had been repeatedly violated and the UN team of observe rs hid found its task 
impossible 

Actually, the U N had a bad year it proved ineffective and was marginalised in 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Yugoslavia and West Asia 

Rio Summit: The Earth Summit (UN Confeience on Environment and 
Development), the world's biggest meet designed to piotect the planet from pollution 
and other types of disaster, was held at Rio de Janeiro (Biazil) fiom June i to 14 It 
ended after approving a long, bOO-page Declaration (Agenda 21) which contains an 
enunciation of principles It is a charter for ecologically wise development intotheZlst 
century The US played a negative role, with President Bush refusing to sign the 
Biodiversity Convention which Britain, France, Germany and other countries signed 
Representatives of 178 nations took part in the dt%ussions 

The apprmied cotmnhons and agreements were aimed at protecting the atmos 
phere from global warming and to save the disapfmrmg species of annuals, plants and 
even microbes The Rio &clarafwn sets out 27 pi maple’s starting with a right to a 
healthy and productive life m harmony with nature India's biggest gam from the 
session ms that it ms rmigtiised as an activist country for environment The single 


New Twin in Kabul There was a 
historic development in Afghanistan on 
April 29 xvhen Dr Nupbullah stepped 
down from office and there ivas a peaceful 
transition of power to the Mujahideen 
nbc’Is ProfMojadidi who had spent long 
years outside Afghanistan and is a ivide^ 
ly icspcited figure, formed an interim 
government with himself as President. 
Bui then’ wa^. occasional fighting iH 
Kabul betuven the ivirious guernlla fac- 
Iwns and the foiics of the ruling groups 
Peace and normalcy have not yet 
returned to the ivar ravaged Kabul and 
the aitiaceni areas all of lohic li urgently 
need assistance for u luibihtation 

Pakistan, xvltich continued to create 
difficulties for India w f t-rKand Punjab, 
was itself III trouble as a result of the 
tussle for power among the politicians, 
the dominant role of the army and the 
activities of profess,ional twiible-makers 
Fionomtcally and also othcrxvise, Pakis¬ 
tan teas threatened by virtual disaster In 
Sindh province m particular the Govern- 
ment had to me et serwus challenges and 
the army was summoned repeatedly to 
n sWre order 

Pakistan's N.-success Mean¬ 
while Pakistan continued to make nexos 
on the nuclear front, with some of its 
leaders including Foreign Secretary 
SItaliiyar, admitting that fhar country 
had nuide further progress m developing 
nuclear technology and c ould assemble a 
nuclear device v^enever it desired 

China maintained cotduil relations 
with Islamabad Beijing extended all-out 
assistance to Pakistan in vanoiv- fields, 
especially nuclear knoivhaw China and 
Pakistan signed a nuclear pad lecently 
China tttso supported Pakistan cm the 
Kashmir issue Jescrihtiig f & Kas "dts- 
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puk’d temtonf" 

Early m 1992 the Securihf Council 
summit um held in New Yoik Hif>li- 
soundiiij( speeclu’'^ were delivered but 
there H'fls no material pro;^re'<s fon'flrrfs 
mlermitwnal peat e and ainity or in find¬ 
ing solutions for the various complex 
problems facing hiimanitif 

The IIN iiiifHised satutions agmiist 
^ Libya ivith cffeit from April 15, 1992. 
This at turn was taken against that 
country foi its refusal to hand over the 
two nationals loho loere supposedly 
responsible for an air crash through 
sakdage in Decembei, 1988, killing 271 
fvople. 

The installation of a democratic (un¬ 
tainted by apartheid) regime in South 
Africa was further post plotted Ivcause of 
internal conflicts and the Whites' endless 
arrogaiu e whu h lesulted in some hurdles 
and (lashes 

Details of Events 

SUMMIT REFLECTIONS 

♦ The Earth Summit held at Rio De 
Janeiro from June v't to 14 was the big¬ 
gest international conference, with 
representatives of 178 countries par¬ 
ticipating in the discussions on en¬ 
vironment and development. The US 
was isolated because of President 
Bush's refusal to go along with other 
countries, including the European 
Powers, on certain issues. India took 
a leading part and it can claim credit 
for protecting the interests of 
developing countries in respect of 
their'forest wealth and checking 
encroachments by industrial nations 
which are the principal enemies of 
environment and want to use the 
forests for their own industries 

The right of national govern¬ 
ments to manage and develop forests 
within their jurisdiction was firmly 
established. Globalisation of forest 
wealth would have been a disaster. 
Many people, however, regard the In¬ 
dian success at Rio as merely sym¬ 
bolic because of the problems of 
actual implementation of the high- 
sounding principles enunciated at 
the summit. 

India's Demand: Official spokes¬ 
men of the Government of India have 
held the developed countries square¬ 
ly responsible for the global enviroft- 
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mental degradation. India has 
demanded that the industrialised 
States fully meet the incremental 
costs to be borne by developing na¬ 
tions to introduce environmentally 
safe technologu*s. 

Earlier, India's Environment and 
Forests Minister, Mr Kamal Nath, 
told the industrial world that without 
adequate additional funds, the 
developing States would not be able 
to achieve the desired pace of 
development in the near future, spie- 
cially in a global economic order 
which is undeniably inequitious. 

Funding and development can¬ 
not be on the lines of aid and multi¬ 
lateral assistance which has so far 
been the international practice. "It 
has to be qualitatively new, in the 
spirit of global partnership." Refer¬ 
ring to mechanisms for flow of funds, 
he said these should be transparent 
and democratic. "Only then there 
will be credibility about the donors 
and credibility among recipients. We 
cannot have an alms race succeeding 
an airns race." 

Even after intensive discussions, 
the negohators were nowhere near a 
consensus on the issues of financing 
the environmentally safe tech¬ 
nologies in developing countries, 
mechanism of flow of funds and the 
developed nations' contribution to 
the fund. 

Poverty—Main Theme: The In¬ 
dian representatives presented a 
comprehensive report at the Earth 
summit. The report aims at putting 
the country's traditions, policies, 
structures and future perspectives in 
the context of environment and 
development. Poverty remains the 
central issue and the biggest chal¬ 
lenge. With a large number of poor 
people dependent on the resources of 
their immediate wivironment, pover¬ 
ty has been compoimded by environ¬ 
mental degradation. "The 
challenge, therefore, is not only to 
find development paths and 
models which are environmentally 
sustainable but also those which are 
socially and culturally acceptable"v 
says the report. ' 

Though Indians (who account 
for 16 per cent of the world's po^a-* 
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tion, supported on 2.4 per tfent of its 
total land area) lea^ environmentally 
sustainable life-styles with low per 
capita consumption of natural 
resources, environmental degrada¬ 
tion has increased. Large-scale inputs 
of technologies to modernise the in¬ 
dustrial and agricultural sectors have 
become counter-productive. A sus¬ 
tainable and viable planet requires 
that development be global. The 
removal of poverty is an integral part 
of the goal of rfh environmental 
strategy for the world. Several efforts 
are on in this context in India. These 
are environmental initiatives, not 
merely of government at various 
levels but of people and organisa¬ 
tions outside the government. 

Biodiversity Treaty: In the third 
week of May this year a treaty was 
signed in Nairobi on preserving the 
world's biological species. It is being 
characterised by some conser¬ 
vationists as a bona fide break¬ 
through in dealing with the central 
problem—how to. accommodate 
economic development without 
damaging the life support system. 

As the global economy expands 
and population of developing 
countries soars, humans are destroy¬ 
ing natural eco-systems and habitats 
at a rate that some biologists fear will 
result in the extinction of perhaps a 
quarter of the world's plants, animal 
and microbial species in 50 years. The 
U.S., Japan, and a few other countries 
object to some aspects of the agree¬ 
ment, but if 30 or more countries 
ratify the treaty, it will take effect and 
be binding on them. 

The treaty aims to reconcUe the 
twin imperatives of economic 
development and protection of 
species and eco-systems. "It is a 
treaty that truly breaks new 
ground. It will not put an end to the 
extinction of plant and animal 
species overnight, but it ibs the first 
attempt by governments to tackle 
the problem at its root causes in a 
systematic manner." The treaty 
commits nations to take actions 
aimed at'^reserving species and 
eco-systems white pursuing 
economic development and attack¬ 
ing poverty. 
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REBELS SEIZE POWER 
IN KABUL 

* Dr 3 matic developments took 
place in Afghanistan on April 29 this 
year when Dr Na)ibiillah stepped 
down from the Presidentship and 
made away foi the Mujahideen 
rebels The provisional President is 
Prof Sibghatullcih Mojadidi, who 
formed on interim council to govern 
the stnfe-torn counliv Tlie transition 
of power from the C ommuiiists to the 
joint interim Mujahideen Council 
was peaceful 

The new leader declared the 
country an Islamic republic and 
called on the hardliner guerrilla 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's 
Hc7b-e-lslami fones to refiain from 
violence, lay down arms or taco ac¬ 
tion unefer the Shariat law He an¬ 
nounced a general amnesty winch, he 
said, would not be extended to 
deposed President, Dr Najibullah 
The latter's fate appears uncertain 
Fighting hasenipted again and again 
in Kabul streets Manv people have 
been killcxJ in the skirmishes between 
the rival Mujahideen groups- the It 
tehad-i-lslami and theShia minonty 
(Ha/aras) The torcign Powers, in 
eluding the U A havt little role to 
play in the civil war Phev had 
stopped the supply of weapons to 
either party However, Pakistan has 
been in many wavs the gainer It was 
the first to u cognise the new C>ovcrn 
ment in Kabul Pak Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif paid a short visit to 
Kabul on April 29 to proclaim 
solidarity with the new rulers of 
Kabul 

India otficiallv recognised the in¬ 
terim government of Afghanistan 
New Delhi looks forward to a con¬ 
tinuous, construitive and fruitful 
dialogue with the new authorities in 
Kabul "We have always stcxKl for a 
sovereign, indef»endent, non-aligned 
and united Afghanistan, and remain 
firm m this commitment", the Indian 
Minister of State said 

PAK ARMY IN POWER 
STRUGGLE 

♦ Another power struggle is cur¬ 
rently m progress m Pakistan The 
army, partRrularlv its Chief, Gen Asif 
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Nawaz Janjua, ils in the eye of a storm 
whose outcome will determine 
whether it will continue as a major 
player m the three-cornered power 
structure which governs the country 
The other two limbs of the governing 
tioika are the President, Mr Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan, and the Prime Minister, 
Mr Nawaz Shanf Power in Pakistan 
revolvc*s around these three inshtu- 
tions 

Domestically, the foremost chal¬ 
lenge confronting the army is how to 
clean up the mess m Smd where there 
have been large-suiie disturbances 
Ihe army facc*s a challenge on the 
foreign policy front alsci 

Pak's Nuclear Admission 
Pakistan's Foreign Secretary Shah- 
ryar Khan openly admitted on 
February 7 that his country liad the 
capacity to assemble at least one 
nuclear dc*vicc whenever it dc^sired to 
do so This disckisurc was made to 
the "Washington Times" The 
capability is there he said, Pakistan 
had c'lomonts which, put together, 
would become a device 

This was the first time that a 
Pakistani ofticial publicly acknow 
lodged the extent of Pakistan's 
nuclear piogress But, Mr Khan 
addl'd, Pakist.in liad pledged not to 
explcxie such a device or transfer its 
nuclear technology to other Islamic 
States or Third World countries that 
wanted to obtain 1 arlier, Pakistan 
had repeatedly domed US insistence 
that It possessed the ability to make 
nuclear weapons The U S has not 
resumed its aid to Islamabad The 
Pak loreign Sc'cretary contends that 
the U S must put pressure on India to 
torre a change in pohey postures on 
the propcwal for de-nucleansation of 
the South Asian region 

PAK FACING DISASTER? 

# Recent reports from foreign 
countnes show that more Pakistanis 
than ever before question the direc¬ 
tion their country is taking and its 
place in a changing world Uncertain¬ 
ty about the future feeds the 
suspicion that democracy dcK*s not 
work in Pakistan and the military 
may have to step in once again 

Corruption permeates the con¬ 
servative Islamic Government 
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Human rights activists claim that vic- 
famisaticm of the political opposition 
IS more prevalent than in the darkest 
days of martial law The country is 
awash with guns and sophisticated 
weapons Tribal wars also continue, 
Bandits roam the countryside, loot* 
ing and kidnapping innocent people, 
Drug traffacking has become so com¬ 
mon that many foreign narcotic 
agents desenbe I’akistan as the "new 
Colombia" which had become 
notorious for such lawless and 
dangerous activity 

Besides, never in 40 years has the 
relationship with the U S been So 
bad Some commentators are of the 
view that the Americans are being 
pushed closer to India, Pakistan'* 
"traditional enemy" Pakistan has , 
been courting the newly ind^icndent 
republics of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, formerly a part 
of the U S S K 

Sino-Pak Ties Sino-Pak rela¬ 
tions are dc'senbed by intemationat 
observers as "all-weather friend¬ 
ship" Mr Li Peng's visit to India was 
preceded by a State visit to Pakistan 
by China's President, Mr Yang 
Shangkun, and a 4‘i-membor delega¬ 
tion They disciissc'd the many facets 
of cooperation evolved over three 
decades—economic, military, tech¬ 
nological and political C hina ap¬ 
parently wanteo to reassure Pakistan 
that cooperation, including co¬ 
production of military items, would 
procc'ed as normal and Pakistan's in¬ 
terests remain respected by C hma 
even while it move's towards nor¬ 
malisation with India 

China continuc's to dc'senbe the 
status of Kashmir as "disputed", ur¬ 
ging bilateral negotiations between 
Pakistan and India to resolve the 
issue Equally important at the 
present time of turbulence in Kash¬ 
mir, China does not favour forceful 
alterations in the terntonal status 
quo, such as attempted by Pakistan in 
1%5 

NO U.N. INTERVENTION 
IN J & K 

♦ Much against the w islit s of Pakis¬ 
tan, Seaetary-Gcneral Boutros GIvili 
recently rejected the suggestion that 
the U N intervene unilaterally in the 
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Kaslirrur issut* on tho basis of the ex 
isting Secunty Council resolutions 
The world body needs approval of 
btith India and Pakistan tor plaving 
apy role in the issue, Di (.hah told a 
* Pti^b conference 1 le asseiled that the 
U.N cannot play any role even if one 
party to the dispute dties not accept 
it. Pakistan has m recent months 
steppc’d up the campaign for inter¬ 
nationalising the issue and has been 
pressing from various world plat¬ 
forms that the UN slumld force India 
to implement the lesolutions 

Pak Foils JKLF Bid: Ihe 
proposc’d march bv the Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front militants 
across the Line of Control (LC) into 
Ka.shmir on Maah fi/zled out as 
the Pakistani security forces bar 
ricadtsi the entry points and arrested 
50(1 marchers in Mu/affarabad, capi¬ 
tal of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir On 
the Indian side, curtew was imposed 
in tliiee ma|oi towns of the Kashmir 
Valiev and secunty was strengthened 
in the four-km area around the Ha/- 
ratbal shiine on the outskirts cif 
Srinagar to forestall any attempt by 
the JKI r to organise a march across 
the Line ot Control 

Pakistan will block any sub¬ 
sequent move by the |KIF to cross 
the I me ot C ontrol (I ( ) into India, 
the Pakistan Inlerioi Minister said 
even as the POK Government 
threatened to ban the outfit if it in¬ 
dulged m "terremst activities" Is¬ 
lamabad would take necessary 
measures to avoid any confrontation 
betw'een civilians aneJ law-enforcing 
agencies ovei the issue Gn February 
12, at least 17 people were killed and 
about 200 injured w'hen the JKLF 
maichers clashed with the police and 
para-military forces in ( hinan, near 
the liido-Pak border 

CHINA’S APPROVAL OF 
NPT 

* The ‘^landing Committee of 
China's National People's Congress 
(NFC) appioved, on December 29, 
the decision for the country's signing 
the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) The Chinese I^remier, Mr Li 
Peng, had announced (dunng the 
Japanese Prime Minister's visit) 
China's decision "m principle" to 


sign the NPT Later he promised the 
US Secretary of State James Baker 
that his Government would complete 
the process of joining by March, 1992, 
and It did Most observers saw the 
development as a bargaining tactic in 
dealing with the Western countries 
which were pressing for China's ac¬ 
cession to the NPT club China, how¬ 
ever, went through the motion of 
referring the decision to the People's 
Congress which does not block the 
Government's decisions 

Pak-China pacts for N-plant: 
Pakistan and China on February 23 
signed two subsidiary contracts relat- 
ing to a 300-MW nuclear power 
plant T he plant, which Pakistan pur¬ 
chased from C hina, is being set up at 
Chashma, near Mianwah The main 
contract for the plant was concluded 
in Beijing on December 31,1991 The 
contracts were signed by the Presi¬ 
dent of the China National Nuclear 
Corporation and the Chairman of 
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion rhe high-power Chinese 
delegation also met the Pakistan 
President, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, 
and apprised him about the 
"cooperation between China and 
Pakistan in the peaceful uses of 
atomic energy" 

US LIFTS CURBS 
AGAINST CHINA 

♦ The U S announced late in 
February that it was lifting trade 
sanctions against China after receiv¬ 
ing a pledge from Beijing that it will 
abide by an international accord 
restricting missile exports The State 
Department announced that it was 
lifting the sanctions that were im¬ 
posed in June, 1991, after the US 
learnt that China was exjjortmg mis¬ 
sile technology The U S had 
retaliated by suspending the sales of 
high-speed computers, satellite parts 
and sensitive equipment to Chinese 
weapons firms. 

The missile technology exported 
by two Chinese companies was 
covered by guidelines of the Missile 
Technology Control Regune (MTCR) 
which seeks to limit ballistic missile 
proliferation "China's written com¬ 
mitment to abide by the MTCR 
guideiines and parameters is an im¬ 


portant step forward in securing 
Chinese support for ballistic itiissUe 
non-proliteration" a communique 
stated 

SECURITY COUNCIL 
SUMMIT 

♦ Though shorn of much of its ex¬ 
pected glamour, the first UN Security 
Council summit held on January 31- 
February I this year made some high 
sounding pronouncements World 
leaders attending the summit, in¬ 
cluding the Indian Prime Minister, 
the Presidents ot the US, Russia and 
France, the Prime Minister of China 
and their counterparts from other 
countries, reaffirmed in a declaration 
their commitment to collective 
security to deal with threats to peace 
and to reverse atts ot aggression 

T hey also pledged to strengthen 
tho UN role in disarmament arms 
control and non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons They underlined 
the need tor all States to fulfil their 
obligations to arms control and disar¬ 
mament and to resolve peacefully all 
problems threatening or disrupting 
the maintenance of regional and 
global stability 

The aim of the summit was to set 
the post-Cold War agenda for the 
UN The leaders asked the UN 
Secretary-General to submit his 
analysis and recommendations on 
ways of strengthening the capacity ot 
the world body for preceptive 
diplomacy for peace-keejsing Many 
leaders, however, had reservations 
about some aspects of the declara¬ 
tion The declaration did not touch on 
reforming the world body structure 
and improving its fmanaal position. 

GORBACHOV QUITS 

# Mr Mikhail Gorbachov, on 
December 25,1991, resigned as Presi¬ 
dent of the USSR, ending the exist¬ 
ence of the once mighty super power 
He pledged to work for the success of 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States formed by 11 republics on the 
ruins of the world's first Socialist 
State. 

Mr Go?bachov resigned after 
seven momentous years that 
changed the face of world politics. 
Recalling tike refonns he had iniriated 
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on Ukrpg over, he said faith had 
decreed that the country was in 
trouble at that point He was con¬ 
vinced of the "histone reebtude" of 
the reforms he had begun in 1^85 

Mr Gorbachov passed on the 
"nuclear button" to Russian Presi¬ 
dent Boris Yellsm, making him one of 
the yvorld's most powerful leaders 
Mr Gorbachov was satisfied with the 
Alma-Ata agreement on strategic 
nuclear weapons—a reference to 
agreeinent by Russia, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan and Belarus on joint con¬ 
trol of Soviet nuclear weapons, with 
the "nuclear button" in the Russian 
President's hands 

Reactions to Exit The resigna¬ 
tion ol President Gorbachov received 
adverse comment and also praise 
from the world community 

China made its strongest public 
attack on departing Gorbachov, 
blaming him outright for the collapse 
of his country It attacked 
Ciorbachov's new thinking—Glas- 
nost and political pluralism—"which 
brought political chaos, ethnic strife 
and economic crisis" 

Japanese Prime Minister Kichi 
Miya/awa said the former Soviet 
leader's achievements, symbolised m 
his winning the Nobel Peace Prize, 
will remain a part of the history of 
this cenbiry Bribsh Pnme Minister 
John Major praised Mr Gorbachov 
saying his "place in history is 
secure" 

Russia assumed the Soviet 
Union's membership in the United 
Nations 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
FORMED 

* At long last, the Russian Parlia¬ 
ment confirmed the plan to constitute 
a federation through a treaty The 
treaty gives wide autonomy to con¬ 
stituent republics to prevent a Soviet- 
style break-up The treaty, defining 
the powers of the federal government 
ana the constituent republics, has 
been signed by 18 of the 20 
autonomous republics withm Russia 
President Boris Yeltsin said the treaty 
was a guarantee against Russia going 
the Soviet Union way. It would 
probably keep Russia united and 
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Strong and prevent disintegration 

Mr Yeltsin earlier rejected his 
opponents' call to step down as 
Prime Minister and appealed to the 
full Rus*>ian Parliament to allow him 
to continue in the post In a highly 
conciliatory speech, Mr Yeltsin told 
the Congress of People's Deputies 
that he was not seeking further 
powers but needed to combine the 
posts to ensure that the reforms were 
irreversible and there was no return 
to the old system 

18 Russian republics sign treaty: 
A notable development took place on 
March 31 when President Boris 
Yeltsin and leaders of 18 of the 20 
autonomous republics in Russia 
signed a "historic" treaty seeking to 
prevent a Soviet Union-type disin¬ 
tegration of Russia by demarcating 
the powers of the centre and the 
republics Two small republics 
refused to sign the new treaty, saying 
they want separate bilateral agree¬ 
ments with Russia to determine their 
status and the powers they would 
delegate to central Russian 
authorities 

Representatives ot the republics 
sharply cntniscd and proposed cor¬ 
rections to the treaty Some of the 
republics wanted corrc>clions m the 
helds of property, budget and trade 
policy Opposition national movc^ 
ments were particulai I y vociferous m 
opposing the treaty, assessing it as a 
"trap" for their sovereignty 

SANCTIONS AGAINST 
LIBYA 

# The U N-mandated sanctions 
against I ibya went into effect on 
April 15 this year, cutting off Tripoli's 
air links with the rest of the world A 
last-mmute bid by non-aligned na¬ 
tions and the Arab League to gel the 
sanctions postponed failed as they 
ave up m the face of stiff resistance 
y the sponsors, the USA, Britain and 
France The sanctions also put an 
arms embargo and asked States to cut 
down on Libyan diplomabc staff But 
the 15-member Security Council did 
not impose an oil embargo Oil forms 
the major part of Lima's trade 
Tripoli's mam West European im¬ 
porters—Germany, Italy and Spam— 
said they could not immediately 
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change their suppliers Some 
European countries depend heavity 
on Libyan oil 

The sanctions were imposed for 
Libya's refusal to hand over to the 
USA or Britain, for trial, two of it# 
nationals suspected of involvement 
in the blowing up of a Pan Am plane 
in December, 1988, killing 271 per¬ 
sons 

S. KOREA SIGNS 
HISTORIC PACT 

★ South Korean Prime Minister 
Chung Won-Shik signed in January a 
historic non-nuclear agreement 
opening the way tor a nuclear-free 
Korean Peninsula Mi Chung signed 
the milestone accoid, initialled by of¬ 
ficials of the two Koreas The agrees 
ment went into ettcct during the sixth 
round ot the Pnme Ministers' talks in 
the North's capiLil of Pjongyang in 
Febmary 

The agreement calls for 
denuclearisation ot the heavily 
aimed Koman Peninsula, separated 
into the Communist North and the 
capitalist South since 1^45 It bans 
both Koreas from testing, possessing, 
producing and deploying nuclear 
weapons m their tcrriloiies The 
agieemenl, reached atler weeks of in¬ 
tense negotiations, requircxi North 
Korea to formally renounce its 
suspected nuclear weapons 
programme Experts believe the 
North would be able to make a crude 
atomic bomb as early as 1993 

A.tter initialling the agreement. 
North Koica announced that it 
would sign a safeguards agrex^ment 
with the U N International Atomic 
Energy Agency and open its nuclear 
facilities to outside insptvtions I he 
hard line communist State also 
agreed to reciprocal, simultaneous 
inspections of suspected nucleai 
weapons sites in both koreas, 
separate from IAEA inspections 

South Korea supports India's 
stand on nucleai non-proliteration 
for all countries, including those who 
Were nuclear powers befoie the 
Nuclear Non-proliferation treaty 
(NPT) was introduced, the South 
Korean ambassador, Mr loung Binn 
Lee, indicated on Febmary 26 
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SAARC SUMMIT 

♦ At thfir one-day summit in 
Colombo on December 21, 1991, the 
seven SAARC nations agreed to 
liberalise trade in the region, with 
Prime Minister Nnrasimha Rao 
proposing a "(.ollective economic 
security system" of their own as 
developed nations were forming 
regional groupings which might be 
discriminatory. Regional ewpera- 
tion, he stressed, was vital for fur¬ 
thering development and 
strengthening of the economies of 
developing countries. The summit 
concluded with a call for greater 
cooperaturn and inter-action among 
member-States to a)mbat terrorism 
in the region. 

The Colombo declaration, 
adopted after the businesslike meet¬ 
ing of the heads of governments of 
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakis¬ 
tan, Bhutan, Nepal and Maldives, 
welconunJ the general trend towards 
disarmament. It hoped develop¬ 
ments on this front would restrain the 
pursuit of military powers in all 
regions of the world. The declaration 
underlines the efforts of States to 
guarantee human rights in their full 
context. 

Recognising that cooperation 
among SAARC countries was vital if 
terrorism was to be eliminated from 
the region, the leaders urged mem¬ 
ber-States to take all necessary 
mcasua*s to give full effect to the 
obligations under the SAARC 
regional convention on suppn'ssion 
of termrism. 

UN CHIEFS PEACE 
PLAN 

♦ The UN Secretary-General, Mr 
Boutros Ghali, recently recom¬ 
mended mounting of the world 
body's second biggest peace-keeping 
operation to prepare Cambodia for 
free and fair elections and a 
demtxrratic government. The opera¬ 
tion, which is expected to cost at least 
$ 2 billion, is scheduled to be com¬ 
pleted by the spring of 1993 with the 
installation of a democratically 
elected government. But several 
diplomats said it might well mn into 
1994 because of the difficult condi¬ 
tions in the war-ravaged country. 

COMPETITION MASTER 


The military component will 
comprise 15,900 troops at the height 
of the operation. It will be responsible 
for verification of withdrawal and 
non-return of all foreign forces, su¬ 
pervision of the cease-fire and related 
matters. The operation has five other 
components—human rights, civil ad¬ 
ministration, repatriation of refugees 
and rehabilitation. The electoral aim- 
ponent will be responsible for or¬ 
ganisation and conduct of free and 
fair elections. The 120-member con¬ 
stituent assembly will turn itself into 
the legislative assembly. 

PEACE-KEEPING ROLE 
FOR NATO 

* The North Atlantic Treaty Or¬ 
ganisation was formed as a military 
alliance and a counter to WARSAW. 
But on May 28 this year the USA en¬ 
dorsed the use of NATO forces as 
peace-keepers under the auspices of a 
52-nation confemnee on Eunipe and 
offered $ 9 million to help victims of 
fighting in Yugoslavia. 

Most of the aid announced by the 
White House is for refugees in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, the republic where 
Serbian forces are at war with Mus¬ 
lim civilians, causing more than 
480,000 to flt*e. 

Administration officials said 
delivering the assistance in the midst 
of what Secretary of State James 
Baker has called "humanitarian 
nightmare" would require either an 
armed escort or a cease-fire. The 
fighting has not ceased as U.S. offi¬ 
cials did not approve using tnxrps to 
cut through Serbian lines and deliver 
the aid. l)eaths by starvation are 
reported in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The 
country is running out of fexxi. The 
approval of all 16 NATO govern¬ 
ments would be needed for such an 
operation. NATO would provide the 
peace-keepers and they would be 
sent to disintegrating Yugoslavia 
under the auspices of the 52-nation 
conference on Security and Coopera¬ 
tion, which includes the United 
States and Canada. 

The fighting in Yugoslavia has 
created the largest movement of per¬ 
sons in Europe since the end of World 
War II. U.S, Policy is focussed on get¬ 
ting other nations to approve tdpgh 
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economic sanctions against Serbia, 
which is blamed by the administra¬ 
tion for most of the bloodshed. 

AID NOT LINKED TO 
POVERTY 

♦ India, with 34 per cent of the 
world's absolute poor, receives only 
3.5 percent of total Official Develoj^ 
ment Assistance (ODA) from the aid 
agencies, which is unrelated to the 
level of poverty, according to the 
Human Development Report, 1992. 
The report, published for the U.N. 
Development I’rogramme (UNDP) 
and released in London on April 24, 
said the gap bctwwn rich and poor 
nations has grown at an alarming 
rate over the last 30 years. 

Several decades of devc'lopment 
assistance have not narrow^ the 
gap, partially because aid has. not 
been adequately directed to the 
poorest of the poor nor to basic 
human development concerns. South 
Asia receives $ 5 per person while 
aid-receiving countries in West Asia, 
with more than three times South 
Asia's per capita income, receive $ 55 
per person. The 10 countries that 
together have more than 70 per cent 
of the world's poorest people receive 
only a quarter of global aid. The 
countries that get the most aid are 
often those using their resource's un¬ 
wisely. High military spenders get 
roughly twice as much aid per capita 
as moderate spenders, and over 25 
per cent more than low military 
spenders. 

STRESS ON N-TEST 
BAN 

# Mr Richard Bartholomew, the U.S. 
Under-Secretary of State for Interna¬ 
tional Security Affairs, suggested in 
March that Delhi should take con- 
en'te steps towards nuclear restraint 
in South Asia. It became clear that 
unless the Government of India 
responds to the relentless pressun?^ 
maxing a comprehensive and realis¬ 
tic counter-proposal, it would get fur¬ 
ther isolated on the nuclear issue. 

Such a counter-proposal should 
require sdhve effort on the part of all 
five nuclear-weapon States for arms 
limitation and visible reduetibn, as i 
welt as joint initiatives by India'and 
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Pakistun, or stome variant of a five-na¬ 
tion conference. 

The US still regards the Nuclear 
Non-Prpliferation Treaty (NPT) as a 
valid ultimate objective and the most 
appropriate arrangement for the 
re^on. A five-nation conference, a 
nuclear safe zone arrangement or 
some agreement on nuclear 
restraint in the region would serve 
that end. 

This is manifestly at odds with 
the well-articulated recent U.S. posi¬ 
tion on the issue, conveyed to Indian 
officials repeatedly, that America ac¬ 
knowledges New Delhi's grave reser¬ 
vations on the NPT but wants India 
to make an alternative nuclear 
restraint proposal. 

Mr Bartholomew's remarks 
should end one other ludicrous idea 
that has gained some currency of late 
iHz , that India could sign the NPf but 
as a nuclear weapons State and that, 
it could persuade the Americans to 
amend the treaty so that it can ac¬ 
knowledge the Pokharan explosion 
of 1974 as signifying the acquisition 
of a nuclear weapon states. One pos¬ 
sible agreement favoured by large 
number of disarmament specialists 
and activists could be a Comprehen¬ 
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). This 
would impose a total ban on all tests 
of nuclear weapons under all condi¬ 
tions. 

A CTBT is likely to carry a great 
deal of moral and political weight in 
the West where the peace sentiment is 
by no means unimportant. Now that 
the Cold War has ended and the 
Soviet threat does not exist, the whole 
idea of vertical proliferation or 
making nuclear weapons more 
sophisticated and of keeping the 
arms race going, has been 
deprived of its rationale. Besides, 
a CTBT regional nuclear restraint 
link will permit India to seize the 
initiative, instead of merely res¬ 
ponding in an uncertain, diffident 
and contradictory way to other 
proposals. 

SHARIF LINKS N.-PLAN 
WITH KASHMIR 

*■ Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif has sought to justify 
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Islamabad's nuclear programme 
Ihiking it with the Kashmir issue. He , 
has stated in an interview with the 
"Financial Times" of London that the 
nuclear problem would be solved 
only when the Kashmir problem 
was solved. "Even if we resolve 
the nuclear issue, tensions will 
remain and will not be resolved", 
he said. 

Justifying the linkage, the Pakis¬ 
tan Prime Minister pointed out that 
the need to have a large defence 
capability arose precisely because of 
the Kashmir problem. The situation, 
he asserted, involves heavy defence 
expenditure but it carries the highest 
priority. It needs to be noted that ex¬ 
penditure on arms accounts for near¬ 
ly one-third of Pakistan's annual 
budget. 

Mr Sharif disclosed that he had 
made Pakistan's stand on Kashmir 
clear to the Indian Prime Minister Mr 
Narasimha Rao during their meeting 
at Rio de Janeiro eany in June. Mr 
Sharif is reported to have said that 
the nuclear issue may be impor¬ 
tant from Washington's stand¬ 
point but Kashmir is the most 
important issue for Pakistan. Mr 
Sharif has made the position clear 
to President Bush. 

Pakistan's nuclear programme 
also came up for discussion between 
Mr Nawaz Sharif and Mr John Major, 
the British Prime Minister. Mr Major 
indicated that Britain would like both 
India and Pakistan to sign the NPT. 
Mr Sharif told Mr Major that Pakis¬ 
tan was willing to join five-nation 
talks on a nuclear-free South Asia. 
Islamabad is even willing, Mr 
Sharif added, to have bilateral talks 
with India to discuss non-prolifera¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons in the 
region. 

U.S.-RUSSIA PACT ON 
N.-ARMS CUT 

# During their two-day summit in 
Washington on June 18-19 US Presi¬ 
dent George Bush and the Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin outlined a wide 
cooperation accord, committing 
themselves to the ideals of world 
peace, democracy, primacy of the rule 
of law, fundamental freedoms and 
human rights. The Charter that was 
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agreed upon shared a vision of 
Europe—^Atlantic comrtiunity, from 
Vancouver to Vladivostok, open to 
cooperation with all democratic 
societies. 

The two countries sigfied no 
fewer than 39 agreements, including; 
the landmark accord to reduce the 
number of nuclear warheads of both 
nations from 21,000 to 7,000 by the 
year 2003, and to explore seriously 
the prospects of joint sponsorship of 
global missile defence and space 
cooperation. 

The US implicitly recognised 
Russia as both a European and an 
Asian power. The Charter whidi the 
two leaders signed says: "The US and 
Russia believe that strengthening 
confidence and stability in Asia and 
the Pacific regions, in cooperatiflon 
with other States, will promote global 
security." 

While according the most 
favoured nation tariff treatment for 
both countries, the US pledged 4.5 
billion dollars of the 24-bilUon dollar 
multilateral financial assistance 
programme to support Russia's 
economic reforms. 

The Charter envisages a joint in¬ 
itiative for creation of a Conference 
on international security and 
cooperation. 

YELTSIN’S SUMMIT 
SUCCESS 

# The U.S.-Russia summit was 
regarded as a great success from 
Boris Yeltsin's point of view, though 
his expectations of massive economic 
aid for reconstruction of Russia's 
sorely troubled economy were only 
partially fulfilled. The Russian Presi¬ 
dent said on return to Moscow after 
his trip that his arms control agree¬ 
ment witii the USA was fair and in 
Russia's best interests. His six-day 
tour of North America netted him a 
historic arms deal, pledges by way of 
credit, improved trade status with 
the US and easier terms for Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) assis¬ 
tance. 

He claimed that his trip was 
"very successful" and he had 
achieved everything he had hoped 
for. His assessment of the arms con- 
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tro! agreement he had signed with 
Mr Cieorge Bush was that it would 
eventually scrap two-thirds of their 
deadliest weapons. The accord was 
fair to both sides He described the 
accusation that he had "betrayed hi.s 
country" as not only unjust but also 
an insult. 

YELTSIN’S THREAT TO 
MOLDOVA 

♦ On [line 22 Mr Boris Yeltsin 
warned the strife-torn republic of 
Moldova that Russia might intervene 
to end the escalating civil war in that 
country if peace and normalcy did 
not rt'turn at an early date. The civil 
war in Moldova had resulted in 
much bloodshed The Slavic 
separatists and Moldovan troops 
have been battling for control of the 
Bendery city, 1200 km south-west of 
the Russian capital. Bodies of the 
killed civilians and soldiers were 
lying in the streets. 

It IS staled that if Russian troops 
are sent to halt the war, it would be 
the first official government-sanc¬ 
tioned use of force by Russia on the 
territory of another member of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) Mr Yeltsin informed the 
Moldovan President that while he 
would prefer a negotiated settlement 
of the issues at stake, when a war was 
going on and there was disorder "we 
cannot remain indifferent". Russia 
must respond "to protect the people 
and stop the bloodshed", "We have 
the strcngfli to do .so", he asserted. 
The Moldovan President gave a 
counter-warning' if Russia starts in¬ 
tervening in other countries, it will 
be torn by conllict. On June 24 Presi¬ 
dent Bush asked Russia to pull out 
of Moldova to avoid complica¬ 
tions. 

A Russia-Moldova truce was 
reached on June 24. 

SIHANOUK PLEADS 
FOR MASSIVE HELP 

♦ Cambodian head of State Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk earnestly ap¬ 
pealed to the world community on 
June 22 to extend massive aid to war- 
ravaged Cambodia despite the politi¬ 
cal difficulties and the darkening 
prospects of an early and durable 


peace there. Prince Sihanouk was ad¬ 
dressing the International Con¬ 
ference on Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction of Cambodia. He was 
making a reference to the problems 
created by the Communist Khmer 
Rouge Guerrillas who have refused 
to disarm in accordance with the 
agreements reached in Paris some 
time ago. 

The Prince admitted that the 
prospects of peace in his country had 
somewhat deteriorated in recent 
weeks. But he asserted that the large 
majority of the Cambodian factions 
and respective armies, and he him¬ 
self, would .support and follow the 
current UN-sponsored peace ef¬ 
forts. 

In the Conference room in Tokyo 
the Khmer Rouge representatives 
were al.so present. Their leader, Mr 
Khieu Samphan, reluctantly took his 
place alongside the country's other 
factional leaders. Earlier, he had 
threatened a boycott The ministerial 
conference opened amidst severe 
criticism of the Khmer Rouge com¬ 
munist faction for violating the peace 
accord signed in October. 

APARTHEID: NO EARLY 
END 

♦ The prospects of an early end to 
apartheid and spet‘dy establishment 
of democracy in South Africa have 
receded as a result of violence which 
has caused the death of many blacks. 
Dr Nelson Mandela, the ANC leader, 
had suspended the talks with the 
Whites led by President F.W. De 
Klerk. He accused the White 
Government of "murdering our 
people". The talks involve as many 
as 19 parties. 

There was a virtual massacre of 
blacks in the Boipatang township. On 
June 20 the White Government called 
for an urgent meeting with the 
African National Congress spying the 
breakdown of their negotiations 
could lead to an escalation of political 
violence. However, Dr Mandela said 
the African Congress remained part 
of black-white negotiations on en¬ 
ding apartheid. 

South Africa's Foreign Minister, 
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Mr Pik Botha, claimed the ANC's 
protest campaign, launched on June 
16, had contributed to the violence hi 
townships around Johannesburg. 
The ANC's planned action, it is offi¬ 
cially, stated had increased the ten¬ 
sions. Dr Mandela cited the recent 
bloodbath as the reason for breaking 
off talks with the Government repre¬ 
sentatives. Mr De Klerk has ex¬ 
pressed willingness to accept 
international involvement to resolve 
the crisis. • 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

SPLITS 

# After the break-up of Ybtgoslavia it 
is evidently the turn of Czechos¬ 
lovakia to split into two parts. This 
has been decided upon by the 
leaders of Slovakia and the Czech 
unit. "The Czechoslovak federation 
is lost", the Prime Minister-desig¬ 
nate Vaclav Klaus said alter the 
vital talks held in the third week of 
June, 1992. 

In a recent election the leader of 
the Movement for a Democratic 
Slovakia swept the eastern region, 
while Mr Klaus' w'cstern right-wing 
Civic Democratic Party won in the 
western Czech republic. The Slovak 
leaders headed by Mr Vladimir 
Neciar, a burly populist, insisted that 
the region must declare sovereignty 
and take other steps ivhich, accord¬ 
ing to the political leaders, would ef¬ 
fectively break up the Czechoslovak 
Federation. Both sides reported deep 
differences on the country's future 
constitutional set-up and held out the 
jxissibility of a referendum later this 
year. The Slovak leaders intend to 
take early steps to declare Slovakia 
sovereign. 

Thus there would be two 
sovereign States instead of one. How¬ 
ever, there is little evidence of deep- 
rooted animosities between the two 
regions, though the underlying fric¬ 
tion between them has been an open 
secret. Half the population of the 
federation consists of Slovaks. How¬ 
ever, even«afrer the split there would 
be sizable minorities in both Sfeites— 
ethnic Germans and ethnic Hun¬ 
garians. 
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ECONOMY CAPSULE 


National Scenario 

NEW ECONOMIC ORDER 

♦ If Jawdharlal Nehru sought to 
transform and modernise India's 
under-developed and primitive 
economy into a developed and in¬ 
dustrialised one. Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao is striving hard to 
take a big leap forward and reach the 
same ends, though from a different 
route. Nehru adopted the modi'l of 
planned development by command, 
while Mr Rao has taken to planning 
by consent. The strategy of both has 
the under-pinning of development 
through planning. Nehrtivian 
centralised planning involved in- 
(.reased State participation in the for¬ 
mulation, decision-making and 
implementation. The public sector 
was to attain 'commanding heights' 
while, at the same time, it co-existed 
with the private sector. Both had to 
work in unison and as complemen¬ 
tary to development. 

With the passage of time, certain 
distortions and deficiencies have 
developed in the structure and 
functioning of the economic process. 
Fiscal and trade imbalances, 
economic and social inequalities, in¬ 
efficiency in production, corruption 
mal-practices in business, black 
marketing, oligopolistic tendencies 
have become rampant. Political un¬ 
certainty and economic instability, 
especially during the nineties, have 
brought the countiy to the brink of 
insolvency. A complete overhaul and 
re-structure of the economy has be¬ 
come inevitable to usher in a new 
economic order. 

The fossilised economic structure 
has, therefcM’e, been demolished or is 
being re-structured. In the process, 
the restoration of macro-economic 
''tability by reducing the chronic fis¬ 
cal and balance of j^yments deficits 
and the completion of the structural 
adjustment (which had started ear- 


Her) were the immediate tasks before 
the present government. This en¬ 
tailed contraction of economic ac¬ 
tivity m the short run which causeii 
hardships and six'ial costs. 

The process began with the 
devaluation ot the rupee in early july, 
1991. It was soon followed by wide- 
ranging industrial and trade reforms, 
fiscal and financial reforms. The 
under-current of thought in the entire 
gamut ot reforms is to set free the 
economy from Ihi' shackles of restric¬ 
tive rules and legulatums, procc’- 
dures, licences etc that hamstrung 
production. The State intervention is 
thus minimised. An aggressive and 
dvnamic industrialist has now many 
more avenues and opportunities to 
promote/expand the existing or new 
industry (bailing an industry which 
is included in the "negative" list). 1 le 
has not to go through the hassle ot 
obtaining a licence or prior approval 
ot the governint'ut. An expoi ter/im¬ 
porter has, similatly, the liberty to 
pursue his trade unhindered. Of 
course, some import compression 
measures (now relaxed) were taken 
to conserve the foreign exchange 
roservi's which were in short supply. 
The rupee devaluation is expected to 
give a boost to exports but that has 
not yet come about lor other reasons. 

'I he 'open dixir' policy of foreign 
investment has beefed up reserves 
Market-friendly policies have helped 
restore India's credibility in the 
Western world which, in turn, has 
helped confidence-building of the 
nation. The economy is back on the 
rails ready to move torvwird and fast. 

Improvement in foreign ex¬ 
change accretions has encouraged 
the government to declare partial 
convertibility of rupee and full con¬ 
vertibility is considered only a matter 
of time. This will give a shot in the 
arm to the export sector. 

Quite recently, the government 
has scrapped the capital issjae control 
and four leading firms have been al- 
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lowed to rai,se capital abroad. Soon, 
India will be flush with foreign ex¬ 
change. 

Along with this, fiscal discipline I 
has been strictly enforced and fiscal 
deficit reducecl by two percentage 
points to f>.4 per cent of gross domes¬ 
tic product in 1991-92 and will be fur¬ 
ther slashed down to four per cent of 
GDP in this financial year. 

ECONOMIC CRISIS OFF? 

♦ Unpreccxlented political uncer¬ 
tainty and instability leading to 
precipittms, albeit short-Iix'ed, 
economic crisis has gripped the na¬ 
tion since the Congress debacle in the 
November 1989 general elections. 
Iwo goxernmenls repnxsenting dif¬ 
ferent non-C'ongress political parlies 
have sinci' come and gone. It was left, 
once again, to tht' veteran Congress 
organisation to bear the onereus 
responsibility of bringing the de- 
raiUxl economy back on to the rails 
and establishing a stable government 
in the country. 

The pri’sent government took up 
the gauntlet a year ago on June 21, 
1991, as a minority government and 
addressed itself to heal the traumas. 

It has registered a remarkable 
achic\ement in that India's lost 
iredibility in the w'orld, particularly 
with the World Bank, the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund, the foreign com¬ 
mercial banks and other international 
financing agencies has bexm restored. 

The torex reserves that had 
plummeted to the abysmal depths at 
Rs 1400 crore in January 1991 have 
now scaled new heights: Ks 11400 
crore in February last. India is awash 
with foreign excliange now, as is evi¬ 
dent from the various measures 
taken to augment forex and relax the 
restrictions on its spending. 

The macrc>-econ<*mic re-stnu tore 
launched by the present government 
soon after assumption ot office is 
marked by a package of measures ex¬ 
tending the philosophy of liberalisa- 
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Hon to \4iri0us areas—industrial, 
tinaiHial, trade etc. Asa result, India 
is Roing global in outlook. It cannot 
afford to live in isolation. At present, 
the tvonomy is in a state of convalev 
cence in upbeat mood to register 
quick recovery. 

The fiscal ileficit is drawn down 
to 0.4 per tent of CJDP in 1^01-92 and 
will be further reduced in the current 
and subsequent years. 

The gold which had been 
letiged by the Reserve Hank of India 
as been redeemt'd; the withdrawal 
of the non-Resident Indian deptisits 
from India has been halted and the 
reverse trend has started. 

Fiscal profligacy has yielded 
place to fiscal discipline. Non¬ 
development and wasteful expendi¬ 
ture has been slashed down. These 
are ail the gains on the credit side. 

On the debit side, it is noted that 
import compression ri'sortix.f to con- 
ser\'e toiex, has pusluxl the economy 
into a recc'ssion (limited to autos, so 
far) and the index of industrial 
production shows a down-turn; 
fcHHlgram production is 10 million 
ton below the target set tor the year; 
export growth which was expected to 
rise in response to the rupee devalua¬ 
tion has dwindled; prices which the 
C’cmgress had promised in the elec¬ 
tion manifesto roll back to the level of 
1990, I'uive, actually, crossed to 
double-digit level and thi're are no 
signs ot a climb-down. As a rc*sult, 
even basic necessities have become 
costlier cvhich hurts the poor, in par- 
tiailar. The wonomic policies are al- 
legi'd to K’ anti-Nehru and make a 
deviation trom his nuKlel. Be that as 
it mav. It is undeniable that under the 
new eamomic order the government 
has ilist.mct'd itself from the role it 
was assigned earlier in the trade and 
industrial sectors. 

On balance, it may be said that 
the initial economic crisis is over but 
sustained efforts are necessary to 
make further headway and ac¬ 
celerated growth. India is still under 
a cloud, howex er. 

PRIVATISATION 

* The i.o' eminent s announcement 
to disiin est 20 per tent ot the Public 
Sector Imderfaktngs (PSUs) ema¬ 
nated Irom thi" ne<H.i to make them 
self-reliant arui generate surplust's as 
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well. Another argument is to make 
them more efficient in terms of higher 
return on capital investment. 

This triggered off a nation-wide 
controversy. The crucial question is 
whether privatisation, as 'dis¬ 
investment' is termed erroneously, 
will by itself improve the efficiency of 
the PSUs; whether it will not mean 
deviation from the Nehruvian mcx-lel 
of planned development which em- 
phasisc\1 the cn.*ation of a socialist 
society with the Public Sector at 
'commanding heights'. What is the 
exit policy for the workers affec ted by 
the change contemplated? Which art' 
the units identified for disinvest¬ 
ment—the kxss-making or the profit¬ 
making units? These posers uo not 
admit of simple answers. 

It may be pointed tint lha t there is 
no ideological contradiction in 
privatisation and Nehruvian 
philosophy. The public sector and the 
private sector were conceived as 
Siamese twins and were to work in 
complimentarity to the overall gocxl 
of the country. They are not rivals. 
The public sector has behaved as 'big 
brother' in the past and pnivider ot 
essential inputs to the private sector. 
The latter has now come off age. It 
can stand on its own legs. 

There is no room for the sick 
public sector units as there is none for 
the pri va te sector c mes. The disi nvest- 
ment of the former would not be ixisy. 
Tliere may be no takers. However, the 
Union government has already 
raisexi Rs 2,500 crore from disinvest¬ 
ment and may mobilise more funds. 
Expectations are that the disinvi'stcx.l 
units combincxl with professional 
and managerial expertise of the 
private sector will b(» able to deliver 
the gcxids. The sick units may be res- 
torol to health. It is believed that tlie 
losses of as many as 106 loss-making 
public sc'ctor units can be wiped out 
with an increase in capacity utilisa¬ 
tion of only five per cent. 

Opponents of privatisation argue 
that the experience with it of many 
other developing countries has not 
been encTiuraging. Can India's be any 
different? Mere privatisation would 
not be adequate. A host of other 
reforms like de-regulation, revievv of 
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 
labour law-s would be nccessaiy. 


The Krishnamurthy panel on 
public sector disinvestment (closure 
of 58 units identified as chronically 
sick units ruled out) favours the sale 
of equity shares through "open 
auction". It is against putting up for 
sale the share of all profit-making 
units in one go. Scrips of not more 
than four companies should be put 
on sale. 

(IM)BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS ^ 

# Theoretically, the balance of pay¬ 
ments always balanct's. That has not 
happened in the case of India for 
decades. The aggregate imports 
(visible plus invisible) have, over the 
years, exceeded aggregate exports 
(visible plus invisible) to pay off 
which the coimlry has run into debt. 
The persistent precarious situation 
had re.sulted m critiinl vulnerability 
in the first hall of tiu’ last year. India 
was on the brink of bankaiplcy and 
would have been declared as such in 
the world markets it the situation had 
not been managed tactfully and ex¬ 
peditiously. The record trade deficit 
st<K>d at Rs 10,470 crore for theeleven 
month period —April, 1990, to 
February, 1991. In contrast, the deficit 
w'as only Rs 7,538 crore in the cor¬ 
responding period in 1989-90. 

The problein has grown serious 
due to the fall in the foreign exchange 
earnings from invisibles and capital 
accounts; increased imports of crude 
in the wakeof decline in Ihedomestic 
output ot oil; shortfall in ftireign as¬ 
sistance from the World Bank and the 
IMF and reduced accessibility to 
commercial bank loans. 

The solution lay in import curbs 
(without jeopardising production for 
domestic consumption and experts) 
and exfxirt expansion. India has been 
chanting this parrot-like with net 
result anything but satisfactory. The 
opning year of the eighth five-year 
plan, 1992-97, and the immediately 
preceding half year arc marked by 
dramatic, bold and innovative 
reforms in trade policies. 

Two important policy points 
deserve a notice hereiOne, liberalisa¬ 
tion of trade or free for all approach; 
two, a long-term Exim policy for five 
years, 1992-97, to impart stability, 
continuity, certainty to help im- 
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ptirters and exporters to chart out 
their plans Unshackled from 
.Vrachronistic rules and regulations, 
the country has been integrated with 
the rest of the world in a big way Will 
globalisation of the economy trans- 
tonn the trade’ Critics are sceptical 
about the desired outcome 

CREDIT POLICY 

* The RBI credit policy is like a fair- 
weather fnend and is designed to suit 
the situation India's economic 
malady during the year under review 
and the previous one has not been 
very dissimilar 

The distinctive feature of the 
credit policy for the slack season of 
1992 IS purported to extend the 
avowed liberalisation policies to the 
banking sector as well It is a switch¬ 
over from credit squeeze to 
liberalised credit in one case and 
reduction in the statutory liquidity 
intio (8 "i per cent down from '^8 per 
cent) and the withdrawal of in¬ 
cremental credit ratio (10 pei cent) 
and of incremental non-fcxid credit- 
deposit ratio in the othei These art' 
noteworthy steps The banks will 
have additional finance to the tune of 
Rs 4,000 crore m 1992 to make advan¬ 
ces to the industrial and agricultural 
sectors to help them tide over the 
recessionary environment 

For short-term investments, the 
current policy has intrcxluced a new 
credit instrument namely %4 days 
Treasury Bill in addition to the al¬ 
ready existing ones of 90 and 182 

clays 

Under the new dispensation, the 
banks can close dov\n a bank in a 
non-iuial aiea but not in a rural area 

FOOD FRONT 
VULNERABLE 

* The impending foodgrains 
shortage and the double-digit infla¬ 
tion are IcHiming large as prcrblems of 
grave concern to the government as 
well as the people If not resolved 
satisfaclonlv and immc'diatelv, they 
•ire likelv to aggravate the economic 
crisis facing the country 

Apart fn>m the shortfall in the 
fcHidgrains production bv a margin of 
T to S million ton in 1991-92 over the 
pre\ lous \ ear what is worrisome is 
the low lecel of wheat procurement 


(6 1 million ton as against 7 T million 
ton last year), despite the bumper 
harvests for the fourth successive 
year and the all-time record prcxrure- 
ment price of wheat (Rs 250 plus Rs 
25 bonus plus Rs 5 incentive, that is 
Rs 280 a quintal) in 1992 The Central 
government has decided to extend 
the bonus of Rs 25 per ciuintal till the 
end of June, 1992 in the hope that one 
million ton of shortfall in wheat 
procurement will be made good 
This enigmatic situation is the 
creation of some anti-social elements 
who have contacted the farmers 
pledging that a higher wheat price 
will be paid if they hold back the 
stcKks Tne consequent lestricted ar 
rival of wheat in the market together- 
with the farmers' unwillingness to 
sell it to the official procuiement 
agencies (Fcxidgrain Corporation of 
India) has led to reduced buffer 
stocks and sent the pi ices of 
foodgrains and other commodities 
sky-rocketing The prospects of the 
prices ever nilling back, as pledged 
by the Congress party in power are 
recc’ding every day 

To bridge the deficiency and alsc> 
to depress the focxigrain prices, it is 
proposed to import one million ton 
from abroad This will involve a huge 
outgo of foreign exchange The im¬ 
ported wheat IS reported to be 
costlier (Rs 500 per quintal) and the 
government will have to substantial 
ly subsidise its supply more than 
provided for in the budget Alterna¬ 
tively, the government may go 
without imports In that case the 
public distribution system, which is 
sought to be extended to 1700 addi¬ 
tional blocks in backward areas, will 
suffer grievously 

Intermtioml Horizons 

WORLD ECONOMIC 
OUTLOOK 

♦ The glcximy global economy in 
1991 to be followed by upbeat 1992, 
as prc'dictcd by the Asian Develop¬ 
ment Bank and the IMF should cheer 
us up The world output would 
rebound to 2 7 per cent from 1 2 per 
cent The developing countries 
would on the contrary, register 3 to 4 
per cent growth when tlio developc'd 
ones suffer a slow-down The 
downward trend is due to a combina¬ 
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tion of factors including the Gulf 
cnsis, the demand for capital by the 
Soviet Union and the fcaslem Europe 
and the fragile banking syslc*m fhe 
credit crunch facing fhe newly 
emerging countries may dc'cpen the 
recession 

In Its recent study, the IMF has 
revealc'd that the mdustrial countries 
had a lower growth rate of 0 8 per 
cent in 1991 as against 1 3 per cent 
pro)ected by the Fund before On that 
basis, the IMF has slashed down the 
gniwth rate projections from 2 8 per 
cent for 1992 to 1 8 per cent for the 
same vear These economies are, 
however, Iikelv to experience a 
rebound in the' next finanoal year, 
1993 

In contrast, the developing 
countries (excluding the Eastern 
Europe and the former Union of 
Soviet Scxialist Republic) will grow 
fmm 3 3 per cent in tei ms of rc'al GDP 
m 1991 to h 7 per cent in real GDP in 
1992 and then decline to 5 4 |x*r cent 
in 1993 The growth m the Third 
World hinges sulistantiallv on the af 
fluent economics 

The Fund s optimism emanates 
from the lower iimation rate in 1992 
(3 3 per cent) and still lower (3 2 per 
cent) in 1993 compared to the last 
vear (4 4 per cent) The same 
downtrend in consumer prices is 
projected for the current year in US 
and Japan 

Japan is the only G-7 country 
which has a budget surplus It is likc*- 
ly to come under pressure from the 
G 7 countries to boost its domestic 
demand with fiscal stimulus Similar¬ 
ly, Germany may be askcxl to rc*duce 
the interest rate to which it may not 
agree 

If the Uruguay Round of GATT 
sue ceeds, the world's income, it is es¬ 
timated, would increase by $ 2(X) bil¬ 
lion a year 

India; The World Bank 
predicted that India s economy 
would face an acnite crisis due to 
whopping external debt, negative 
balance of payments and huge 
budgetary deficits The present 
government look the wnting on tlie 
wall seriously and initiated bold and 
innovative package of macro- 
economic reforms foradjustmc'ntand 
stabilisation to a\crf the crisis or 
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it substantially. 

The Bank has nutcd that the 
poverty ratio in India has come down 
to .^1) per cent in 1987 from 48 per cent 
in 1977 but there has been no respite 
in the soaring prices. 

The study brings into bold relief 
that despite the claims to 4.2 per cent 
growth m 1991, the widening macro- 
economic imbalances between the 
developing and the developed 
societies impinge on the poor. 

BORROWING BINGE 

★ lliat India is an a id-dependent 
country has been amply brought out 
during the last couple of years. In 
1991-92, the 13-nation Aid India Con¬ 
sortium was expected to advance a 
loan between $ b.l billion and $ fi.5 
billion, ec]ual to almost the same 
amount as given in 1990-91. In Sep¬ 
tember 19^>i meeting of the Consor¬ 
tium, a loan amounting to $ 6.7 
billion was pledged for 1991-92 
which represented an increase ot $ 
400 million or about 6 per cent over 
the previous year. The Consortium 
also dt'cided to provide a large com¬ 
ponent ot overall commitments at $ 
2.3 billion or one-thin.1, in the form of 
fast-disbursing assistance mainly 
from the IBRD, ADB and bilateral 
donors such as |apan and Ger¬ 
many. 

In December 1991 the World 
Bank approved a Structural Adjust¬ 
ment Loan ot $ 500 million. I he Asian 
Development Bank and Japan also 
extended financial help to meet emer¬ 
gency nmls. But access to commer¬ 
cial bank ca*dit during the last two 
years has been on a low key. The 
Non-resident Indian's deposits 
which had been a considerable 
support to India's balance ot pay¬ 
ments suffered serious setback in 
1990-91. 

It may be .idded that in the Aid 
India Consortium meet this year a 
tough line is expected to he adopted 
by the member-countries, including 
the World Bank, and many non¬ 
economic issues will be raised while 
negotiating the amount of aid for 
l<■)92-93. 

The unprecedented foreign ex¬ 
change crisis of the last year obliged 
India to go on a borrowing spree. On 
CX'tober 3i las*, tho lMF sanctioned a 


stand-by loan of $ 2.262 billion for 
disbursement in three instalments 
over a periixi of 20 months. This loan 
arrangement was reviewed as 
scheduled in March last for conver¬ 
sion into a long-term low-cost Ex¬ 
tended Fund Facility loan. India has 
not been able to make up ite mind as 
to how much loan is required. Ac¬ 
cording to the World Bank, India 
would need such a loan of $ 5-7 bil¬ 
lion for a period of three to four years. 
Beginning with $ 3.7 billion in 
1991-92, it will taper off in sub¬ 
sequent years and be eliminated in 
1996-97.'' 

The 1:FF loan has the triple ad¬ 
vantage: low interest rate; low repay¬ 
ment pressure and it will be in 
addition to other borrowings. 

EAST ASIA EXPERIENCE 

# I’overty reduction is one of the 
most pressing development task 
today. Though it is a formidable task, 
the quiet revolution in this connec¬ 
tion is taking place in East Asian 
countries. 

There is a decline in absolute 
poverty in this region which 
recorded a growth rate of 8 per cent a 
year as against 3.5 per cent for the 
world during the past decade. 

The incidence of poverty in East 
Asia, Korea and Malaysia has bc*en 
a'duced to 15 per cent which is far 
less than 33 to 50 per cent obtaining 
in South Asia and Africa. In China, 
the reduction from over 30 per cent to 
10 per cent of the population below 
the poverty line was the sharpest and 
the economic growth rate of 8.5 per 
cent a year the highest in the eighties. 
But in Thailand and Philippines, 
the poverty levels rcmainco stag¬ 
nant. 

An instructive lesson from the 
East Asian experience is that all 
economic reforms are meaningless 
unless they contributed to a substan¬ 
tial improvement in the quality of life 
of the poor. China, Korea, Indonesia 
and Malaysia adopted broad-based 
agricultural policies, carried the 
green revolution to the farmers, 
provided land and other inputs such 
as new seed varieties and infra-struc¬ 
ture as p^rt of their development 
programrpes. 

The experience of East Asiah and 

_.. ... .. ... . ..._■ j ^ .... ./ -.1 


SPECIAL SUPPLSMENT 

other countries vindicates the wide¬ 
ly-held view that growth alone fails 
to make a dent on poverty. It must 
help human resource develop¬ 
ment. 

SPECIAL 301 AND INDIA 

# India, alongwith Thailand and 
China, has been placed under 
"priority watch-list" under Special 
301 provi.sions of the US Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act, 
1988. It means th<»it the US Trade Rep¬ 
resentative, now Ms Carla Hills, 
could take retaliatory action against 
India for failure to give adequate 
protection to the US Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPRs) such as 
patents, copy rights, trade marks 
and service-related legislation of 
India. 

The US'l R has in April last 
delivered the punch. The Bush Ad¬ 
ministration has suspended duty¬ 
free treatment under the Generalised 
System of Preferences (CiSP) to some 
Indian imports, primarily phar¬ 
maceuticals, chcmicaLs and related 
products. This is de.scribed as the 
"first shot". More might follow 
within thirty days, that is by May 29. 
The US has already indicated that it 
will take retaliatory action under 
Super 301 if the Uruguay Round 
flops. Under this, India may be torced 
to throw open markets in services, 
especially insurance. 

The US retaliation may not be 
catastrophic. It is estimated to hit ex¬ 
ports worth only 60 million dollar. 
But it is not a happy signal at the 
present juncture when every body is 
gearing to increase trade with India, 
improve collaborations and arrange¬ 
ments of flows of technology and in¬ 
vestment. 

The real question is not whether 
the US action is mild or not but that it 
has been taken and constitutes a 
warning to tall in line with or face the 
consequences. Will India go under 
and concede the US dictates? Or 
allow Indo-US relations to be embit¬ 
tered? Needless to add that India 
negotiates from a position of weak¬ 
ness. Inij^a needs today the US 
market more than US needs India's. 
Efforts must therefore be made to 
make Uruguay Round a grand suc¬ 
cess. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

APEC: Action Plan for 
Ftimomic Cooperation 

ARTRAC; Army Training Com¬ 
mand 

ASLV: Augmented Satellite 
I aimi-h Vehicle 

ATOM: Anti lank Guided Mis>- 
>ile 

ChC: ChlorofluroCaibon 

CIS: Commonwealth ot Inde- 
x'ndent Slates 

Cl ASS: Computer I iteracv and 
studies in SlIkxiI 

CLIPS. Computerised laser 
dentity Card Punting System 

COBE: C osmit Backgiound tx- 
Moier Spaced att 

CODFSA: Convention for a 
)emociatu South Africa ^ 

CSCE: Conference on Security 
ind Co-operation of! urope 

ECU: Luiopean C’urrency Unit 

I CNR: r oreign C urrency (non- 
isident) Accounts Scheme 

FERA: Foreign Exchange 
teguiation Act 

GEF: Cdobal Environment 
Kihty 

GPS: Glcibal Positioning Sys- 
cm 

GSP: Generalised System of 
’references 

HDI: Human Development 
ndex 

IPR: Intellec tual Property 
lights 

IRBM: Intermediate Range Bal- 
istic Missile 

ISC: Inter-State Council 

jWG: Joint Working Group 

LAC; Line of Actual Control 

LERMS: Liberalised Exchange 
<atc Management System 

MIGA; Multilateral Investment 
■uarantee Agency. 
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MTCR: Missile Technology 
Control Regime 

NPT: (Nucleai) Non-Pnilitcra- 
lion Treaty 

NRF: National Renewal Fund 

NSE: National Stock Exchange 

NSMS: National Stock Market 
System 

PACER: Programme lor Ac¬ 
celeration of Commercial Energy Re¬ 
search 

PEACE ProtcHTtion of Environ¬ 
ment for Achieving Cleaner I arth 

PPF: Planet Protection 1 und , 

RABMN: Remote Area Busi 
ness Message Network 

RBI: Resei vc Bank of India 

SIT: Spc<ijjl Investigating leam 

SNC: The Supreme National 
Counol 

SROSS: Stretched Rohini Satel¬ 
lite SerK>s 

SWIFT: ScKiety for World-wide 
Interbank I inancial Telexominunica- 
tion 

TRIPS: Trade Related Intellec¬ 
tual Properly Rights 

ULFA: United Liberation 1 ront 

I ot Assam 

I UNCED: United Nations Con- 

tercnce on Environment and 
Development 

' UNFPA: The United Nations 

Population Fund 

UNPROFOR: UN Protection 

I lorce (for Yugoslavia) ^ 

j AWARDS 

NATIONAL AWARDS 
Arjuna Awards, 1990 

# Thirteen outstanding sports per¬ 
sons have been selected for the 1990 
Arjuna awards These are Deena 
Ram (Steeplechaser), AnupSma Gok- 
hale (Ch&>^), Jasbir Singh (Hockei/), 
Leander Paes (Tennis), Hardee p 
Singh (Kahaddi), Bula Chaudhry 
(Swimming), Meherwan Daruwala 
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I (Squash), Manmeet Singh (Table Ten- 
I Ills), Dalel Singh (Volleyball), K 
Chandra (Weightlifting), feunpjrani 
Devi (Weightlifttiig), Ombir Singh 
(Wrestling) and Pushpendra Carg 
(Yaihtsman) 

The award carries a cash pn/e of 
Rs 20,000, a bron/e statuette and a 
scroll of honour 

' Dronacharya Awards, 1990 

I ♦ Three Coaches—Ramakant 
i Achrekar (Cinket), A Ramana Rao 
I (Volleiihill) and Syed Naemuddm 
I (hwthnll) —have been chosen tor the 
I Dronacharya a wands, 1990 

The award is given to Coaches 
I for outstanding work on a constant 
basis in last three consecutive years 
It carries a cash pri/e of Rs 40,000 
c*ach 

B.C. Roy Award, 1989 

' ♦ Dr Bomsi J Wadia, obstetrician 
and gynaecologist has been awarded 
the 1989 ITr BC Roy award for his 
contribution to family planning work 
I among the rural and tribal popula¬ 
tion 

Borlaug Award, 1987 and 1988 

# The 1987 award has hevn given to 
Mr Deb Roy, conservator ot lorests, 
Assam 

The 1988 award has gone to Dr 
PV bhenoi. Special Secretary 
I (Agriculture) 

Ohanvantri Award, 1991 

# Internationallv renowned 
neurologist. Dr Eddie P Bharucha, 
has been awarded the prestigious 

I Dhanvantii award for IWl for his 
I outstanding contribution to the 
medical science, specially in the field 
I on neurology 
G.D. Biiia Award, 1990 

# The second G D Birla [nternation- 
j al award for outstanding contnbu- 
I tion to Humanism has been given to 
I Sir Hermann Bondi, President of the 
I British Humanist Association 

' The award carries a pn/e ot Rs 5 
lakh 

G.D. Btria Award for Scientific 
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ReMarch, 1991 

# The first G.D. Birla award for 
Scientific Research, 1991, has been 
given to Prof Asis Datta, t^fessor of 
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, 
School of Life fkicnce, jawnharlal 
Nehru University, New l^lhi. 

Indian National Science Academy 
Awards, 1991 

(hamirasekhar Venkataratmn 
Medal Dr Ashesh Prosad Mitra, 
Dirt'ctor General, Council of Scien¬ 
tific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

S/iaiifi Suxirup Bhatmj^ar Medal: 
Professor Bimal Kumar Bachawat, 
FNA, Head of the Department of 
Biochemistry, University of Delhi. 

C V. Raimn ReSi-arch Professorship: 
Professor Goviiidarajan Pad- 
inanaban of Department of 
Biochemistry, Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore 

P.C. Mahalaiiobis Medal (1990): 
I'rotessor Cj.S. Sanyal, Executive 
[)irector. Science and Technology 
Entrepreneurs Park (STEP), IIT, 
Kharagpur. 

H.J Bhahha Medal (1990): Dr P.K. 
Wengar, Chairman, Atomic Energy 
Commission, Bombay. 

K.R. Ramaiiathan Medal (1990): 
Profes.sor P.R. Pisharoty, Emeritus 
Professor, Physical Research 
Liboratory, Ahm^abad. 

Professor Shyam Bahadur Sakseim 
Memorial Aioard. Professor U.Y. 
Mohan Ram, Department of Botany, 
University of Delhi. 

Indira Gandhi Award for Nationai 
integration, 1990 

♦ The prestigious Indira Gandhi 
award for national integration for 

1990 has been given posthumously to 
the former Prime Minister of India, 
Mr Rapv Gandhi, for his outstanding 
work and supreme sacrifice in the 
cause of national integration. 

Indira Gandhi Paryavaran 
Puruskar (Environment Award), 

1991 

* The Indiri'i Gandhi Paryavaran 
Puruskar (Environment award) for 
1991 has bcHjn given to noted in¬ 
dustrialist Mr S.P. Ccxirej in recogni¬ 
tion to the contribution in the field of 
en\ inmmont. 

The award carries Rs one lakh in 


cash. 

In the category of organisations, 
the award has gone to Dasholi Gram 
Swarajya Mandal of Gopeshwar 
(Uttar lYadesh). 

Iqbal Samman, 1991 

# The distinguished Urdu writer, 
Mr Anand Narayan Mulla, has been 
given the Iqbal Samman for his excel¬ 
lence, outstanding creativity and 
long-time dedication in the field of 
Urdu literature. 

The award has been instituted by 
the Madhya Pradesh government 
and carries an amount of Rs one lakh 
and a plaque of honour. 

Jamnalal BajaJ Awards, 1991 

For outstanding contribution in the 
field of constructive work: Dwarko 
Sundrani, the managing trustee of 
the Samanvaya Ashram at Bodhgaya 
in Bihar. 

For application of science and teclh 
nok^ for development: Krishnamur- 
thy Mirmira, a ceramics expert. 

For outstanding contribution for 
uplift and ivclfare of women and children: 
Radha Bhat of Laxmi Ashram at 
Kasauni in district Almora of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

International award for promoting 
Gandhian values: Charlc*s C. Walker 
of USA. 

Each award consists of a citation, 
a medal and a cash pnze of Rs one 
lakh (equivalent of Rs one lakh in 
foreign exchange for the internation¬ 
al award). 

Jnanpith Award, 1991 

# Tlie 27th annual Bharatiya Jnan¬ 
pith Award, 1991 for contribution to 
Indian literature has been awarded to 
Mr Subhash Mukhopadhyaya, a Ben¬ 
gali writer. 

A poet and author, he has bean 
lauded for his outstanding creative 
writing in Bengali between 1971 and 
1985. He is the fourth Bengali writer 
to get the award. The award carries 
Rs 2 lakh in cash, a citation plaque 
and a bronze replica of Goddess Vag- 
devi. 

Kabfr Samman, 1991 

# The kabir Samman for excellence, 
outstanding creativity and dedica¬ 
tion in the neld of IiKiian poetry, has 


been given to distiiiguished Marathi 
poet Mr Govind Vinayak Karandikar. 

The award has been ii\^ituted Ity 
the government of Madhya Pradesh 
and carries a sum of Rs 1.5 lakh and a 
plaque of honour. 

Kalidas Samman, 1991'S2 

# Renowned sculptor Somnath 
Hore of West Bengal, VelCTan 
theatrist and script writer, Mrs Vijaya 
Mehta and eminent Kuchipudi ex¬ 
ponent Guru ^enipathi Chinna 
Sathyam have been awarded the 
prestigious Kalidas Samman. 

The award has been sponsored 
by the Madhya Pradesh Government 
and carries l4 one lakh in cash and a 
plaque. 

Konarak Samman, 1991 

# The first Konarak Samman has 
been conferred to Mrs Subbulakshmi, 
the doyen of Carnatic clas.sical music. 

The award, a national honour, 
has been constituted by the Orissa 
State Council of Culture. 

Lata Mangeshkar Award, 1992 

# The Lata Mangeshkar award, 1992 
has been given to noted singer, 
Yesudas. 

Instituted by the Madhya 
Pradesh Government the award is 
given annually for excellence in 
creativity, outstanding achievement 
and dedication to light music. The 
award carries a citation and an 
amount of Rs one lakh. 

Lai Bahadur Shastii Memorial 
Award, 1988 

For promoting Indian Cultural, 
ethical and moral values abroad: Ram 
Lai Sachdev. 

For outstanding contribution to 
Agricultural Sciences: I> V.R.P. Sinha, 
Director of Central institute of 
Fisheries; Dr Ram Pratap Singh, 
Director of Extension, N.D. Univer¬ 
sity of Agriculture and Technology. 

For outstanding contribution to 
development: Dr S.Z Qasim, who led 
the first Indian exp^ition to An¬ 
tarctica; Dr Pran Pyari Bhat, a senior 
scientist of National Biotechnology 
Centre. ** 

Moortktavi Award, 199D 

% The eighth Moprtidevi award, 
1990 has been givtm to Muni Shri 
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Nagaraja for his monumenlal work 
Aifdtn Aur Trifitak: Rk AtiuMlaii, 

The award carries a purse of Rs 
51,000. It has been sponsored by the 
Bharatiya Jnanpith 

Nehru Literacy Award. 1987 

* Noted scholar, author and Par¬ 
liamentarian, IVoi N.G. Ranga for his 
contribution towards mmoval of il¬ 
literacy among the adult men and 
women of India. 

R.D. Biria National Award, 1992 

♦ The Rameshwardas Birla Nation- , 
al Award tor outstanding research ' 
work done by an Indian scientist in | 
medical and related fields has been 
given to Dr Madhav G. Deo, Chief of 
Cancer Research institute at the Tata t 
Memorial Centre. 

Republic Day Awards, 1992 

Bharat Raliui: Subhash Chandra ' 
Bose (/wst/;»/>/i>ifs/i/), Maulana Abul 
Kalam A/ad (/unZ/ih/hoi/s/i/), J.R.D. ^ 
Tata and Satyajit Ray | 

Badiiia Vibhubhan: Ten promi- 
ment persons were honoured with 
Padina ViMiu'>liaii. They am. A.B. Vaj¬ 
payee, senior leader of BjP; Swaran 
Singh, former external affairs mini¬ 
ster; Aruna Asaf Ah, freedom fighter; i 
V Shantaram (/ncsf/iMHietjsfy), film | 
pnxiucer and director; Ciovindbhai 
Shrott, educationist; K. Narayana 
Rao, poet; Pt I,akshmanShastri Joshi, 
philosopher; Dr M.B. Mansour, clas¬ 
sical musiaan; Ravi Narayan Reddy 
(/nisf/iHiHOHs/v); and Dr S. Padmavati, 
cardiologist. 

Padim Thirty four per¬ 

sonalities were honoured with Padim 
Bhushaii. Prominent among them 
were, bilm actor and director Ginsh 
Karnad, flutist flan Prasad 
Chaurasia, Dr Krisluiaswamy Kas- 
turirangan (space technology), Mrs 
Mrinalini Sarabhai (dance), Naushad 
Ali (him music), Mrs Sonal Mansingh 
(dance), Taiat Mehmood (Hindi film 
singer), Pt C.R. Vyas (vocal music). 
Prof Romila Thapar Uustory) and 
Bijoy Chandra Bhagwati (public life). 

Padim Shri: Eighty six promi¬ 
nent persoas were awarded Padiiui 
Shri. ^ominent among them were: 
Former CMympic hockey captain Ajit 
Pal Singh, mountaineer Hukam 
Singh, atMete Shriram Singh, former 
actress Jaya Bachchan, BBC repre¬ 


sentative in India Mark Tully, Binm 
De (painting), Homi J, Talyarkhan 
(public life). Intelligence Bureau chief 
M.K. Narayanan and Mrs Vidyabehn 
Shah (scKial work). 

Ashok Chakra: The President has 
awarded Ashok Chakra, the highest 
civilian gallantry award, to Capt San- | 
deep Sankhla, /lusHiumousfy. 

Capt Sankhla, of 18 Dogra, laid 
down his life fighting militants in 
Jammu ami Kashmir in August 1991. 

Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar 
Awards, 1991 I 


Centre, Bombay and Dr Sriiiu’a-i K 
Saidapitr, Karnataka University, | 
Dharwad. 

Chemical Sciences: Dr. Biiiiait , 
Bagehi, Indian institute of Science, , 
Bangalore and Dr Ihillii Sms’ll Yaiiav, i 
Indian Institute of Chemical Techno- ' 
logy, Hyderabad. 

Earth, atmosphere, ocean and 
planetary sciences: Dr Sri Nnms, 
Kurukshetra University and Dr 
Sudipta Sciif^iipta, Jadavpur Univer¬ 
sity. 

Engineering Sciences; Or f.B. 
jo-yhi. University of Bombay 

Mathematical Sciences: Dr Vik- 
raiii B. Mehta and Dr Aiiiiaiiialai 
Ramamthan of the Tata institute of 
Fundamental Research, Bombay. 

Medical Sciences: Dr Shashi' 
Wadhxm, All MS, New Delhi. 

Physical Sciences: Dr Deepak 
Dim and Dr Da'inik Mathur, THR, 
j Bombay. 

{ The awards carry Rs 50,000 in 
' cash, a citation and a momento. 
These are given to scientists below 45 
years of age for their outstanding 
re.search during the last five 
years. 

CSIR Golden Jubilee Awards: 
Dr G.N, Ramachandran, former 
Professor, Indian Institute of Sdence, 
Bangalore, and Dr C.N.R. Rao, Direc¬ 
tor, Indian Institute of Science, Ban¬ 
galore, have been selected for 
> the CSIR golden jubilee awards, 
instituted this year. Ttje award 
carries Rs one lakh and a medal- 
' lion. 


Saraswrati Sainfnan» 1992 

# The prestmious Sawsuwf/ Sammu 
has been conferred on eminent Hindi 
poet and Litterateur, Dr Harivansh 
Rai Bachchan for the fourth part of 
his auti4)iography Dashdum Se Sqwi 
Tak publii^ed fn 1985. 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla Foundation and carries 
a cosh award of Rs 3 lakh and a cita¬ 
tion. 

Tanaen Samman, 1991 


Tutsi Samman, 1991 

♦ The 1991 award li,u> been given to 
Mr Balappa V. Hukkeri, Mr Balkrish- 
na Das and Mr Jhaduram IX'vangana 
for their contribution in promotion, 
and development of tribal folk arts. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh. 

Vikram Sarabhai Award, 1990 

♦ The first Vikram Sarabhai award, 
instituted by the Indian Spaa' Re¬ 
search Otganisation (ISKO), has been 
given to Soviet academician \'A. 
Kutiinikuv. 

The award will be presented 
once in two years in n-xxignition of 
outstanding contributions, made by 
scientists in the world, to space re¬ 
search in developing countries. The 
award consists of a gold nuxlal and a 
citation. 

Vyas Samman, 1992 

♦ Noted Hindi writer and cntic. Dr 
Ram Biias Sharma, has been awarded 
the first Vi/as Saniniaii awnn.1 for Iris 
book Bharat Ke Prachiii BImha Panvar 
aur Hindi which was published in 
three volumes in 1991. 

Tlie award has been instituted bv 
the K.K. Birla Foundation and carru-' 
a cash award of Rs 1.50 lakh. 

INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 
Nobel Prize, 1991 

For Literature: South Atiuaii 
author Nadine Gordimer lor Ium 
novels and short stories fex us-hk 
the consequences of living umier lift 
I country'?* apartheid system . l i,t« - 


Biolf^cal Sciences: DrVireiidra | 
Nath Pandy, Bhnbha Atomic Research | 


# Classical vocalist, Pandit Bhimsen 
Joshi, has been given the Tansen Sam¬ 
man for 1991, instituted by the Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh government. The award 
carries a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh and a 
citation. 
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fni Peace Burmese opposition 
leader Aung San Sun Kyi for her non¬ 
violent struggle lo bring democracy 
to her tovintry 

for Mediiiiu frwin Neher and 
Bert Sakmann ol C.ermany share the 
pi t/e lor their discoveries concerning 
the function ot single ion channels in 

cell 

fill /’/n/sits I’lerro (jilles de 
Clennes of France tor work which has 
led to lap top computer scieens and 
digital watch displays 

loi Clieiui'^ln/ Richard R trust 
of Sw it/erland for his contributions 
to the development ot the methodo¬ 
logy ot high-resolution Nuclear 
Magnetic Resonance (NMK) 
Spectroscopy 

1 01 lioiioinu'^ Biitishborn Prof 
Ronald Coase ot the Umvcnsily ot 
Chicago USA tor his tlu*ones which 
helped explain win companies exist, 
anci also cchy communist economies 
collapsed 

Jawaharlal Nehru Award for 
International Understanding, 1990 

* German C hancx'llor Mr Helmut 
Kohl has been awarded the IWO 
Jawaharlal Nehru award for Interna 
tional Understanding Mi Kohl, who 
has bcx*n the C hancelloi ot West Cic r- 
many since Pt82, has also had the 
honour ot becoming the first C han 
cellor of the United Germany 

Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace and 
Disarmament 

* Ka)iv Gandhi has been awarded 
the Indira Gandhi pri/e tor peace and 
disarmament, fio'-lliiiiiiou^ly tor lus 

outstanding and innovative con 
tnbuhon to the cause of nuclear dis¬ 
armament, global peace and 
economic development' 

Indira Gandhi Award for 
International Justice and 
Harmony 

* fhe first Indiia Gandhi award tor 
international justice and harmony 
has been given to PIO chief Yasser 
Aratat 

The award, comprising a silver 
shield, IS instituted by the Indian 
Council t:>f World Aftaus (IC WA) 

Magsaysay Awards, 1991 

/i»i conuiuiniiy leadtr'.hip bhi 


I Cheng-Yen, a Buddhist nun ^ind the 
I head of Taiwan's most trusted chanty 
I for 'reawakening Taiwan's modem 
I people to the ancient Buddhist teach¬ 
ings of compassion and chanty" 

hor hteiatiire and crea- 

I tivi communuahon iirfs Indian 
dramatist K V Subbanna He was 
recognised for "enriching rural 
I Karnataka's cultural life with the 
world's best films and the delights 
and wonder of the living stage" 

^ For public '>enuce Crown Pnn- 
cess Maha Chakri birindhorn of In¬ 
donesia 

ho! c;ovLriiiinnt service Alferdo 
Beng/on, health sc'cretarv of Philip¬ 
pines 

Asia's nobel ei]uivalent, the 
award carries a certificate, a gold 
medal and a cash pri/e of b’^0,0()0 It 
IS namc'd after the Philippine JYesi- 
dent, Mr Ramon Magsaysay who 
died in a plane crash in W57 

Booker Prize, 1991 

♦ Britain's prestigious Booker Pn/e 
for fiction has been awarded to Tin 
hiiiiisitcd Road by the Nigerian poet 
and novelist, Mr Ben Okri 

Kaiinga Prize, 1991 

♦ The IWl Kahnga Pri/e has been 
shared by Dr N K Sehgal of the 
Department of Science and Fahno- 
logy and Dr K Iftimovici of Romania 
The award is given by UNESCO for 
exceptional contiibutions to science 
and technology 

Soviet Land Nehru Award, 1990 

♦ Mother Teresa has been 
nominatcHi for the 1990 Soviet Land 
Nehru award 

The award carries Rs one lakh 
c ash pri/c and invitation to visit the 
Soviet Union foi a fortnight 

FILM AWARDS 

Datto Saheb Phalke Award, 1992 

"TF I he Dada Saheb Phalke award for 
1992 has been given to Bhalchandra 
Govind Pendharkar, the veteran 
I Marathi film personality He has 
I produceni, directed and written over 
sixty Marathi and eight Hindi films 
III a career spanning over seventy 
i years 

National Film Awards, 1992 

Best feature film (Stmrm 
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Kamal) Agaufuk (Bengali), directed 
by Satyajit Ray. The film is about a 
mysterious vasitor who plants him¬ 
self in an affluent Bengali family 
thereby sparking off tensions of all 
kinds 

Best Director Satyajit Ray for 
his film Agaiihik 

Best actor Mohanlal, the 
popular Malayalam cine-star, for his 
mle in Bharntham 

Best actress Moloya Goswami, 
the talcmted Assafhese actress fer her 
work in f iniiyofi J 

I Best supporting acior PL 
I Narayana for his performance in Yag- 
I m/aiii (Tamil) 

Best supporting actress San- 
thadevi for her role in Yamanan 
(Malayalam) 

Best child artist Santosh Reddy 
for his natural performance aS the 
street smart kid in Bliadraiii Kodtiko 
(Telegu) 

Indira Gandhi Award for best 
I first film of a director Haladinir (As- 
I samese) directed by Sanjeev 
Hazarika 

Best playback singer’ Male K J 
Yesudas for the'Malayalam film 
Blmintliniii 

Female Vani jayaram for the 
lelegu film ^wathi Knanain 

Best music director- Rajat 
Dholakia foi I Iindi lil,n Dharain 

Naigis Dutt Award for best film 
on national integration Acli Mniiaii 
sa directed by A K Bir 

j Best film on family welfare: 
Dm ga directed by Basu Chatterji 

Special Jury award: Soumitra 
Chatterjee who plays the lead fold in 
the Bengali film Aiitardhan 

Regional films: Sarothi (As 
samese), Anlardhan (Bengali), 
Mysoora Mallige (Kannada), Kadavu 
(Malayalam), Tara (Oriya), Vanna 
Vaniia Pookal (Tamil) and Bhadiam 
Koduko (Telegu) 

Oscar Awards, 1992 

# The movie 'The Silence of the 
Lambs", a him about a psychopath 
killer, harf^wept all the mapr CHicars 

The film won best actress for 
Jodie Foster, best actor for Ai\thony 
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Hopkins, best director for Jonathan 
Demme and the best picture awards. 

Beat picture: The Silence of the 
i,.imbs; Actor Anthony Hopkins, 
The Silence of the Lambs; Actress:, 
Jodie Foster, The Silence of the' 
Lambs; Supporting Actor: Jack 
Palance, City Slickers; Supporting 
Actress: Mercedes Ruehl, The Fisher 
King; Director Jonathan Demme, 
The Silence of the Lambs; Original 
screenplay: Gallic Khouri, Thelma 
and Louise. 

Lifetime achievement award: 
Satyajit Ray. 

BOOKS 

Conservationist, The 

♦ Written by Nobel Pri?e winner Ms 
Nadine Gordimer, it explores in 
depth the effect of life m a colour-bar 
society on individuals who are fun¬ 
damentally dea*nt and humane. 

Ms Gordimer had won the 1974 
l5oi>kerPn7e tor this novel. I 

Famished Road, The I 

# This novel has won the Nigenan | 
poet and novelist, Mr Ben Okri, the | 
1991 Booker Prize. It is abcat an ex- 1 
ploration of the real world by a spirit 
child—Abikui. He is endowed with I 
special powers and he explores ^ 
modern Nigeria giving the author an 
opportunity to juxtapose the real and | 
magical worlds. 

Freedom from Fear and other 
Writings 

* This is a collection of writings by 

Nobel Peace Prize winner San Suu 
Kyi, the opposition leader of Myan¬ 
mar (Burma) who has been under 
house arrest for last two years. I 

In the book Ms Suu Kyi discusses | 
the history of Burmese struggle for j 
independence, the history of her i 
country and how modern political j 
ideas have been adapted by the 
people of Myanmar. In one chapter 
she compares India and Burma's ex¬ 
perience with colonialism. 

Gurusagaram 

♦ Well-known Malayalam novelist 
and cartoonist Mr O.P. Vijayan has 
won the prestigious Vayalar Rama 
Varma literary award for his novel 
^-nmsagamm. 

A novel of philosophic dimen- 
Mons, it attempts to explore the rid- 
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dies of rootless humanity oscillating 
betwen the individual psyche and 
collective consciousness. 

Yellow Peril 

♦ Huang Ho or \ellow Peril is an 
underground novel, written by an 
unknown author of China, that 
predicts the collapse of the ruling 
Communist Party and China's selL 
destruction in a nuclear civil war. 

The author uses the pen name 
Bao Mi, which means keep secret. 
The polia' have claimed to have ar¬ 
rested him. His friends refuse to dis- 
I close his name. 

I DAYS 

! Sadbhavana Diwas 

I ♦ August 20, the birthday of Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi, late I’rime Minister of 
India, was observed as Sadbhaivm 
I Diivns. The objective of this was to 
promote harmony among people of 
all religions, languages and 
States; to encourage goodwill 
towards everyone and to eschew 
violence. 

Earth Day on April 22 

♦ April 22 has bivn diHrlared Farth 

Day 1990. The day heralded the mil- 
lennium-end decade of environmen- , 
tal activism in what is envisaged as I 
the largest global demonstiation m I 
history. More than 100 million j 
people, w'orld over, took pait to 
celebrate the Earth Day and help j 
spread the message that the environ- j 
ment should be protected 1 

World No-Tobacco Day . 

♦ The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) had declared May 31 as "No 
Tobacco Day" to highlight the in¬ 
jurious effects of tobacco. 

The day provided an oppor¬ 
tunity to initiate research on spcsrific 
themes and subsequently dissemi¬ 
nate information on the harmful use 
ol tobacco. I 

Tobacco use is currently es- j 
timated to account for three 
million deaths per year 
worldwide. 

The "World No-Tobacco Day" 
was dedicated to the right of workers 
to exercise their skills in the cleanest , 
possible atmosphere. 

DEFENCE 

‘AgnP test successful for second 
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time 

# India reaffirmed her perfection in 
the Intermediate Range Ballistic Mis¬ 
sile Technology, when the surface-to- 
surface missile, Agni, was 
successfully test-fired for the second 
time from the Interim Tost Range 

' (ITR) at Chandipur-on-Sea on May 
29,1992. 

It also put at rest all speculation 
! that India was putting off the test 
1 under pressure from the United 
I States. The second test-firing of Agvi 
' was earlier postponed five times. 

I Agiii was first test flown successful- 
, ly on May 22,1989. 

The second Agni test vehicle, like 
the first, u.sed a solid propellant in the 
first stage and a liquid propellant in 
j the second. The missile is about 21 
I metres in length, has a take-off 
weight of 16 tonnes and a payload 
capacity of one tonne. 1'hc range of 
Agni is 2,.‘i(X) km. 

‘Prithvi’ launched successfully 

# The modern and sophisticated 
surface-to-surface missile Pritiwi, 
was successfully test launched from 
the Interim Test Range (ITR) at Chan- 
dipur in Bala sore district of Orissa on 
May 5, 1992. 

This is for the first time that the 
missile has been launched from the 
Chandipur ITR, Earlier, it was 
launched from hnhankota in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

The succv'sstul lauiuh has 
reiterated Indian defenve scientists' 
capabilities and will add a new 
dimension to national defence 
preparedness. 

This was the seventh launch, 
after the failua* in the sixth trial in 
February 1991. It has proved that the 
improv'ed design will work. The mis¬ 
sile had broken in mid-air last time 
during a difficult manoeuvre to test 
the structural sln-ngth. 

Pnlhvi was hstfired for the first 
time from Sriharikota, on February 
25,1988. 

‘Nag’ can match latest western 
tank-killers 

# India's third'generation Anti Tank 
Guided Missile (ATGM), Nttg, when 
fully developed, could match any of 
the state-of-the-art tank-killer 
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wieapons in western arsenals 

Nag IS being developed to 
counter contemporary advances in 
lank armour espwially the very hard 
or reactive typ^ of armour 

The Gulf war demonstrated the 
vulnerability of tanks and armoured 
vehicles from ATGM launched from 
aircraft, helicopter and even from 
man-portable weapons 

The vulnerability of the tank to 
the latest generation of anti-tank 
weapon has cast doubts on the com¬ 
bat effiaency of mechanised forces in 
offensive operations in a high-den- 
sity ATM environment 

The anti-tank weapon is seen as 
the answer to the MBT as there is 
increased pressure on nations to cut 
defence expenditure The cost of a 
man portable anti-tank weapon is 
often cited in the budget battle’s to 
counter prcKurement of MBT The in¬ 
ternational pnee for a man-portable 
anti-tank weapon is in the range of 
$ 20,000 to $ 100,000 per round 
while a fully ec]uipped MBT will 
cost more than three million dol¬ 
lars 

Akash test-launch successful 

* India's most mtxiern multi-target 
surface-to-air missile, AAns/i was sue 
cessfully test-launched on August 14, 
1990 from the interim test range at 
Chandipur-on-sca, on the northern 
coast of Onssa 

Afais/i IS tlie fifth missile to bo 
designed in India The other four are 
Pnthvi, Tri'^hul, Agm and Nag While 
Pnllwi IS a short-range surface-to- 
surface missile, Pri'^hnl IS a multi-role, 
quick reaction, short-range, surfacc'- 
to-air missile and Agm is an inter¬ 
mediate-range surface-to-surface 
missile 

Sixth Command of Indian Army 

# The Indian Army has entered a 
new era with the raising of the Army 
Training Command (ARTRAC) at 
Mhow With the launching of the new 
Sixth Command, the Indian Army is 
preparing Itself to keep pace with the 
fast-changing global ^nano. 

The ARTRAC envisaged to 
help the Army in maximising theit 
traimng effectiveness* for the chal¬ 
lenging tasks in the hi-tech world, 
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and to be better prepared for complex 
battle field situations in futuristic 
conflict scenarios 

Many advanced armies have 
such an organisation to wholly con¬ 
centrate on standardising and 
streamlming their traimng efforts 

The ARTRAC headquarters is oi^ 
ganised in three major branches 
Strategy and Operational Dottrlrte 
Branch, Training Branch and Opera¬ 
tional Logistics Branch—each 
headed by a Major General The 
primary role of ARTRAC is the 
development of concepts and 
doctrines covering important ac¬ 
tivities from strategy to human 
resource development The main 
function of this newly created aim- 
mand will be to work as an integratc’d 
defence 'thmk-tank' 

INS Shalkl—First indigenously ' 

built submarine—launched 

♦ The first indigenously-built sub- | 
marine, INS Shtilh, was commis¬ 
sioned by Defence Minister, Sharad | 
Pawar, at Indian Naval Dockyard, 
Bombay on February 7,1992 

INS Shaikh has been constructed 
at Ma/agaon DcKks in collaboration 
with the submarine builder IlDW 
(Germany) It is based on design 
provided by IKL (Germany) It is the 
third submarine of SK (submarine 
killers) class The other two being INS 
Shi'yhumar and INS Slhvikii'<li (both 
made in Germany) 

Naval air unit opens 

* Thelndian Navy made a quantum 
jump in anti-submanne warfare and 
long range surveillance on March 11, 
1992 when the naval air station INS 
Rafail at Arakkonam near Madras be¬ 
came operational 

INS Rajah will be the base for the 
Navy's state-of-the-art-TU 142 M 
aircraft which can fly 16 hours 
without refuelling and detect 
through electronic surveillance 
enemy submarines and destroy them 
with Its weapon system 

The naval air station ha$ been 
named after Rajah, a bird of the eagle 
family Equipped with advanced 
landing and communication sys¬ 
tems, the base will be operational 
round the clock 
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The deasion to sebup the base at 
Arakkonam was taken for two 
strategic reasons—for nojiang the 
east coast and to avoid the nsk of 
basing all naval air units at Goa 

INS Dega Commissioned 

* INS Dega, the first Naval air sta¬ 
tion in the East Cast, was commis¬ 
sioned on October 21,1991 

This naval air station has in¬ 
frastructural facilities for night land¬ 
ing and further expansion of the 
runway is possible when required 

This naval air station is the fourth 
in the country The aimmissioning of 
the air station, with all modern 
facilities, IS a milestone in the history 
of the naval air arm 

Offshore patrol vessel launched 

* INS Siijnta last in the senes of four 
offshore patrol wssels built by the 
llindustan Shipyard 1 imited, Visak- 
hapntnam, was launched on October 
22,1991 

INS Khanjar commissioned 

* INS Khanfm the fourth in¬ 
digenously designed missile cor 
vette, was commissioned at the 

I Naval base in Visakhapatnam on Oc¬ 
tober 22 1991 

I Pile ship IS fitted w'lth surface-to- 
I surface and siirface-to air missiles, 
aircraft guns and sophisticated 
machinery 

I EXPEDITIONS 
Indian expedition to Everest 

* The Indian flag once agam flut¬ 
tered atop the world's highest peak 
after eight vears as three members of 
the Indo-Tibotan Border Police sum- 
mittiHi the 8848 metre Mount Everest 
on May 10, 1992 Sunil Sharma, 29, 
Kanhaiya l,al, 42 and Prem Singh, 27 
of ITBP reached the top al4 pm after , 
a gruelling eleven-and-a-half hour, 
climb from the 7990 metre camp four 
at South Col 

On May 12, 1992 three more 
members of the Indian team scaled 
the 8,848-metre Mt Everest 

The successful Indians were Mr 
Dipak Lokjung, Havildar; Ms San- 
tosh Yai^v, inspector, and Mr Mohan 
Singh, sub-insj^’ctor, alcmgwlth two 
Nepali helpers—Sange Muduk and 
Wangchuk Sherpa 
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11th Antarctic Expedition 

* M.V. Thuleland, a ship belonging 
to a private Swedish company, is car¬ 
rying the 11 Indian expedition to 
the Antarctica. The 98-member team 
left Goa on November 27,1991. 

The expedition is headed by Dr 
Sharadendu Mukherjee, a well- 
known geologist from the Geological 
Survey of India. He has already been 
there twice in 1985 and 1989. 

In many ways, the 11th An¬ 
tarctica expedition is a special one. It 
includes an artist and a social scien¬ 
tist for the first time. 

Dr S.K. Chattopadhyay, a scien¬ 
tist from the Zoological Survey of 
India, is planning to study bird be¬ 
haviour in tlie Antarctica. The G.S.I. 
is also planning to try out an innova¬ 
tive ice-coat drilling method for 
geological sampling. Mr Kaliram 
from Dehra Dun will try to set up a 
direct telephonic contact between 
India and the Antarctica through the 
use of high-frequency waves. 

N. ENERGY 

Narora’s second unit goes ^critical’ 

* The second 220 megawatt (MW) 
unit of the Narora Atomic Power 
Project was successfully tested for 
production as it attained "criticality" 
on October 24, 1991. ft is the eighth 
nuclear reactor in the country to 
reach this important milestone. 

The Narora plant is the fore-run¬ 
ner of a whole new generation of 
reactors of the next decade. The in¬ 
digenously designed and built reac¬ 
tor inci>rjxirates stale-ot-the art safety 
mechanisms. The (.ominissioning of 
the reactor was delayed by over three 
years tj improve the design to 
withstand strong earthquakes. The 
plant IS situated in a Seismic Zone. 
The reactors are designed to 
withstand a quake of the magnitude 
(»t 6.7 on the Wtcher scale. 

The first 220 MW Reactor at 
Narora attained criticality on March 12, 
1989 and it began awnmerdal produc¬ 
tion when it was synchronised to the 
northern grid on July 29,1989. 

Synchrotron radiation facility by 
year-end 

* India will become a key member 
l of an exclusive 15-n.ition club when 


its first synchrotron radiation facility, 
INDUS-1, an advanced nuclear par- 
tide accelerator; is commissioned by 
1992 end at the Centre for Advanced 
Technology (CAT), Indore. 

A more powerful version of the 
accelerator, INDUS-2, also being built 
indigenously, will be commissioned 
in W6. Twenty-six such facilities are 
in operation in developed countries, 
including the US, UK, Japan, France, 
Germany, Sweden and Russia, while 
17 more are under construction in 
Brazil, China, Taiwan and South 
Korea and 10 more are being 
planned. 

Particle accelerators have many 
important applications. The high 
energy particle beams are an effective 
probe for unravelling the innermost 
structure of the matter and the forces 
that govern its behaviour. The higher 
the energy of the particles, the 
smaller is the size of the matter that 
can be studied. Smaller accelerators 
are finding increasing use in 
medicine and industry. These ac¬ 
celerators arc also used widely in in¬ 
dustry for treatment of materials, 
welding, drilling of refractory metals 
and etching of microchips in the 
production of integrated circuits. 

PERSONS 
Anand, Viswanathan 

♦ The 20-year-old Indian grand¬ 
master, Viswanathan Anand, has be¬ 
come the first Indian and only the 
second Asian to qualify for the can¬ 
didate matches leading to the World 
Chess Championship. 

Asimov, Isaac 

♦ Isaac Asimov, the prolific wri ter of 
science fact and fiction, who laid 
down the literary laws of how robots 
must behave, died at the age of 72. 

In hundreds of books of science 
fact, Mr Asimov was a master ex¬ 
plainer of the abstruse and compli¬ 
cated. He could put an intelligent but 
ignorant reader at ease with every¬ 
thing from the mysteries of mathe¬ 
matics to the keys to the genetic code. 

Azad, Maulana Abul Kalam 

♦ He was one of the stalwarts of 
India's freedom struggle. He has 
been honoured with title of Bharat 
Ratna (posthuinoiisly). He had op¬ 
posed partition of India in 1947. In his I 
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book India Wins Freedom, published 
in 1958, he had partially blamed 
Nehru and Patel for the partition of 
the country. 

Throughout his life he cham¬ 
pioned the cause of Hindu-Muslim 
unity. 

Bose, Subhash Chandra 

4 Better known as Nehyi of Azad 
Hind Fouj (Indian National Army), 
Subhash- Chandra Bose has been 
honoured by the Indian government 
with a Bharat Ratna-iposlhumously). 

He was a powerful nationalist leader 
and was also elected President of the 
Indian National Congress once. He 
gained much prominence for oi^ 
ganising l.N.A. during the World 
War II. He is reported to have died in 
a plane crash in 1945. 

Coase, Prof Ronald 

# British-born Prof Ronald Coase of 
the University of Chicago has won 
the 1991 Nobel economics prize for 
his "breakthrough in understanding 
the institutional structure of the 
economy". 

Ernst, Richard R. 

# He was selected for 1991 Nobel 
Prize for chemistry. 58-year-old 
Ernst was honoured for his contribu¬ 
tions to the development of the 
methodology of high-re.soIuti<)n 
Nuclear Magnchc Resonance (NMR) 
Spectroscopy. 

Qennes, Pierre-Giiies de 

# Heisthe winner of the 1991 Nobel 
I’rize for physics for work which has 
led to lap-top computer screens and 
digital watch displays. 

Ghali, Boutros Boutros 

# Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Egypt, has 
become the first Afro-Arab to bwome 
the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. 

69-year-old Mr Ghali becomes 
the sixth chief of the 46-year-old 
world body. 

He is an expert on north-south 
problems and is internationally 
recognised as one of the most 
knowledgeable experts on Africa. 

Qoenka, Ramnath 

# Ramnath Goenka, a colossus who 
straddled the Indian joumalislic and 
political .scene for five decades, died 
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on October 1991, 

He was horn in Darbhanga in 
north Bihar on April 18, 1904. After 
completing his studies at the Kashi 
Vidyapeeth, he joined his uncle'.s 
business in ( alciitta and later .shitted 
to Madras. It was from here that he 
later on managed hi.s Indian Express 
newspaper (.ham. 

Gordimer, Nadine 

♦ Ms Nadine Gordimer is the 
re(.ipient of 1991 Nobel pri/e for 
literature. She belongs to South 
Africa. 

Gokak, Dr Vinayak Krishna 

♦ Dr Vinayak Krishna Gokak, the 
giant of the Kannada literary w'orld, 
died on April 29,1992 at the age of 82. 

He was a harbinger of revolu¬ 
tionary change in motlern Kannada 
poetry and is widely acclaimed for 
injecting freshness and unorthodoxy 
in style. 

In 1990 he was awarded the jnan- 
pith award. 

Greene, Graham 

♦ Graham Greene, the story-teller 
whose life and novels seemed to blur 
the distinction between fiction and 
reality, died on April 3,1991. 

Through works like "Brighton 
Rock", "The Third Man" and "The 
Power and the Glory", he won mil¬ 
lions of readers with world-weary 
but compassionate comments on the 
underdog. 

Kania, M.H. 

♦ Justice M.H. Kania is the new 
Chief Justice of India. 1 le was sworn- 
in as the 23rd Chief Justice of India. 
He succeeded Mr Justice K.N. Singh. 

Mr justice Kania is nephew of the 
first Chief Justice of India, Mr fu.stice 
H.J. Kania. He is the fifth Judicial of¬ 
ficer from Maharashtra to occupy the 
office. 

Kohl, Dr Helmut 

♦ German Chancellor Dr Helmut 
Kohl is the recipient of the 1990 
Jawaharlal Nehru award for interna¬ 
tional understanding. 

Dr Kohl who was Chancellor of 
West Germany since 1982 has also 
had the honour of becoming the first 
Chancellor of the re-united Germany. 
He is one of the outstanding states- 
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I men of post-war Germany, with a 
political career spanning 44 years. 

I Kolrala, Glrija Prasad 

’ ♦ A fireband trade unionist, Girija 
' Babu or GP as he is popularly called, 
i is the Prime Minister of Nepal. 

I Kumar Gandharva 

I ♦ Noted musician, Kumar 
' Gandharva died on lanuary 12,1992. 
' He was 67. 

! lie was born as Shivaputrayya 
Komalimath on April 8,1924 in Kar¬ 
nataka. His propensity tp assimilate 
' the music of the maestros and render 
them faithfully prompted a Swann to 
call him Kumar Gandharva and the 
name stuck. At the tender age of five 
he rendered liusaui ra;^ of Savai 
Gandharva, a noted exponent of 
Kirana Cluiriuia. In his eleventh year, 
he embarked on the road to stardom 
with a comert in Allahabad. 

Kumar Gandhaiva had a 
penchant for creating new 
ba.scd on folk mu.sic. He was always 
an innovator, making his own path 
without blindly following the beaten 
track in the name of sticking to tradi¬ 
tion. 

Kyi, Aung San Suu 

♦ The 1991 Nobel Peace Prize has 
been awarded to the Burmese op¬ 
position leader Ms Aung San Suu 
Kyi. Throe short years ago, a 
hou.sewifc in Oxford, England, Ms 
Aung San Suu Kyi was thrust into the 
leadership Myanmar's opposition 
and to world prominence by a com¬ 
bination of heredity and timing. 

She is the daughter of Gen Aung 
San, the hero of Myanmar's indc'- 
pendence from Britain and the 
founder of the Burmese Army. 

Mlrmira, Krishnamurthy 

♦ He has been awarded the 1991 
Jamnalal Baja] award for the applica¬ 
tion of science and technology for 
development. For many years, 64- 
year-oid, Mr Krishnamurthy, has 
been working among the potters in 
Bhadrawati in Chandrapur district of 
Maharashtra. 

Mukhopadhyaya, Subhaah 

♦ Subhash Mukhopadhyaya, an 
eminent Bengali writer, is the winner 
of the 1991 Bharatiya Jnanpith award. 

In 1962 he received Sahitya 
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I Akadcmi award for jato Durei Jdl, a 
collection of poems. His first ndvel 
' was published in 1973. His 

other major works were: Kal Mad- 
, humai. (1969), Ei Bhni (1971) and Chalk 
Gachhe Bone (\972). 

j One of his recent collections, )a Re 
I Kagazer Nnuka (1989) speaks of his 
I continued creathity and vision. 

, Nagaraja, Muni Shri 

, ♦ He has been awarded the 1990 
I Moortidevi aw<vd. He is a renownt‘d 
.scholar of Hindi, Sanskrit, Pali and 
Prakrit. 

Neher, Erwin 

' * Mr hrvvin Neher of Germany is a 
cell physiologist He .shared the 1991 
I Nolx'l Prize for medicine. Tlie award 
was given to him for discoveries con¬ 
cerning the function of single ion 
channels in cell. 

Nujoma, Sam Daniel 

* The Namibian President, Mr Sam 
Nujoma, belongs to the proud breed 
of freedom fighters-turned-slates- 
men in the erstwhile colonies of the 
Third World. He was awardtxl the 
1990 Indira Peace Pn/e. 

Pandit, Mrs ViJay Lakshmi 

* Mrs Vijay Eakshmi I’andit, a stor¬ 
my petrel of the Indian freedom 
struggle who played a pivotal role in 
the political scenario of India, for 
over six decades, died on Dcxrember 
1,1990 at the age of 90. 

She had a chequered career—a 
freedom tighter, an ace diplomat, a 
politician par excellence, a successhil 
governor and an ardent social 
worker. 

Patel, Sardar Vallabhbhai 

* A great and vigorous Congress 
leader and former Deputy Prime 
Minister of India, he has been 
honoured by Bharat Ralna, the 
highest civilian award of India, past- 
htnnousi}/. 

Well known as the iron man of 
India, he is the only individual in In¬ 
dian history who hy persuasion 
rather than use of force brought 
about the merger of 600 princely 
States in the territory adminfetereil 
by the (^jientrc. 

Pathak, Justice R.$. 

* Mr Justice R.S. Pathak, Chief Jus¬ 
tice of India, is the third Indian to be 
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flfcted to tlie International Court of 
justice which i& the principal judicial 
organ of the UN 

Patil, ShivraJ 

* Shnra) Patil has been elected as 
ihe Speaker of the 10th Lok Sabha 
sott-spoken, Mr Patil has earned the 
lospect of fellow members for his 
.omplete impartiality as Deputy 
Speaker of the 9th I ok Sabha 

Pendharkar, B.G. 

* Bhakhandra Govind Pendharkar, 
the \eteran Marathi liim personality, 
lias been honoured with the Dada 
saheb Phalke award, 1992 

lie was born on May 1, 1898 in 
Kolhapur m Maharashtra In 1920 he 
joined the him industry as writer- 
directoi and has been attiyely as- 
soLiated vMth pioduction ot hims, 
Mine then 

Ramdas, Admiral Laxminarain 

* 1 ie IS the C hiel ot Naval Statf A 
speualist in comnumKations, he has 
ht Id a wide range ot opeiational and 
stall appointments that eminently 
ijuahtv him lor the new position 

Rao, P.V. Narasimha 

* A veteran statesman, Mr 
I’amulaparti Venkata Naiasimha Rao 
IS the ninth Prime Ministei ot India 
ind the tirst from South India 

Popularly known as PV', the 71- 
\iar-old Mr Kao is the senioiinost 
member ot the Congress Working 
t ommittee w ho brings to his new 
position a wealth ot experieiue as a 
siholar, lawyer, journalist, linguist 
md a suciesshil administiator 

Ray, Satyajit 

* 1 he gmit tilin director, Mr Satyajit 
Ray, died on Apiil 21, 1992 atter a ^ 

lolongcxl illness 

He was bom on May 2, 1921 m ' 
alcutta He began his career as a ] 
iinior visualiser at the British-owned 
ilvertising agency, DJ Keymer, in 
tpril 1943 for Ks 80 jX'r month He 
ose to be its art diaNtor m a couple 
't years But it was in designing 
'ooks for the Signet Press, a new j 
>uhhshiiig house started by Mr D K | 
•■iipta, that he tound greater creative 
‘‘itisfaction At the same time he 
'ijited writing him scripts 

His first film, Pathci Panchali 
based on famous novel by Bib- 
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I huti Bhushan Bandyopadhyay, 
brought him instant fame with the 
President's Gold Medal Tlie film was 
I nothing short ot a revolution in its 
I portrayal of human reality 

' The list ot honours rcx.eived by 
him include Magsaysav in 1967, 

' Padma Vibhushan in 1974, D Litt 
' from Oxlord London, fellowship ot 
I British hilm Institute in 1983, the 
Legion d'Honneur from France in 
1984 and the special Oscar and lihaint 
Ratlin in 1992 

, Raza, Rahi Masoom 

♦ Well known Uidu poet Rahi 
Masoom Ra/a ilied on Mauh 13,1992 
at the age ot 64 He was a distin¬ 
guished siliolar in linguistics in 
which he had done his doctorate 
liom the Aligarh Muslim L nnersity 
He had w Ilf ten dialogues and 
screenjilavs for more than KM) films 
and telc'-serials He was associatcxi 
with the popular TV serial Mnliiih 
liiirnt as its dialogue vcritei and was 
also Ihe inoMiig spirit behind the 
projec t 

Rodrigues, Gen S.F. 

* Cic'ii S F Rodrigue'S, tormer CiOC 
in-C, Western C oinmand, is the C hiet 
ot the Army Staff I ie succc'eded Cien 
VN Sharina 

Sakmann, Bert 

* I le IS the w innei ol the 1991 Ncibel 

Pn/e tor medic me toi his disccn eiies 
concerning the tunction of single ion 
channels in cell He shared the pii/e ' 
with Mr Fiwin Neher i 

Seshan, T.N. 

♦ 1 Ie IS the C hiet 1 lection Commis¬ 
sioner of India Boin m 1932, he 
belongs to the 1933 Lvitch ot lAb of¬ 
ficers and was attached to the Tamil j 
Nadu C ad re 

Sharif, Mohammad Nawaz 

# Mr Nawaz Sharit has bc'en I’lcxtcx.! I 

as the nth Prime Minister ot Pakis¬ 
tan He IS the leader ot the Islamic j 
Democratic Alliance ^ 

He is a powerful industrialist 
whose political life dates from the , 
rule of the late dictator Zia-ul-Hacj 

Sundrani, Owarko I 

♦ Mr Dwarko Sundrani, the manag- I 
ing trustee of the Snmnuwyn A'^hram 
at Bodhgaya in Bihar is the recipient 
of 1991 Jamnalal Baja) award for out¬ 


standing contribution in the fit4d of 
constructive work 

Suri, Air Chief Marshal N.C. 

I ♦ One of the most highly decorated 
officers of Indian Air Force, Air Chief 
I Marshal N.C Sun is the Chief of Air 
I Staff 

Tata, JaR.Di 

* # lehangir Katami Dadabhoy Tata is 
the rt*cipient of Bhnrat Rattia aw'ard 
tor 1992 

He was the first in India to 
' qualify as a pilot and was granted 
pilot licence serial No 1 in March 
I 1929 He was founder ot Air India 
which was laken-over by the govem- 
meiit after nationalisation < 

PLACES 

Afghanistan 

♦ Alter fourteen years ot civil war a 
lay c»t hope tor pence has kindled m 
Afghanistan With the take-over of 
power bv the interim Mujahideen 
(. ouiuil headc'd by Prol SiLighatuIlah 
Mojadidi, It IS hopc'd that the country 
w ill be* able to gel rid ot the stnte-torn 
and wai-iavaged atmosphere 

Afghanistan is a land-lockc'd 
country it is bounded bv the former 
Soviet rc'publics of fuikmenistan, 
Uzbekistan and Tadzhikistan in the 
noith, Iran on the west and on the 
east and south by Pakistan tn the 
north east it touches the Sinkiang 
Vighur Autonomous Region ot China 
and 1 lunza in Kashmir I he cajntal is 
Kabul 

The dominant feature of Af¬ 
ghanistan IS the great cenlial range ot 
mountains w Inch divides the country 
approximately’ from east to west The 
inhabitants aie duisible into four 
mam cultural groups the Pashtun 
(Palhan), the rad 2 hik, the Uzbek and 
the Hazara The Pathans form about 
60'/ ot the population 

Afghanistan has been a eioss- 
loads tor historical and religious fc>r- 
ces betwi*en Purope and Asia since 
the days ot Alexander the Cmeat 
Chengis Khan and Timur crossc’d it 
Buddhism flowed w'estward from 
Indm, Islam etistward from Arabia 
Before World War II the British and 
imperial Russia assiduously con¬ 
tested the influence and after World 
War II USSR, China and USA 
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Mauritius 

# Mauritius, the Indian Ocean is¬ 
land nation, berime a republic on 
March 12, IW2 amid colourful 
ceremonies and celebrations. The for¬ 
mal links with the British Crown 
came to an end when Governor 
General Veeraswamy Ringadoo was 
administea'd a new oath of office to 
become the first President of the 
Republic. 

Mauritius, an uninhabited vol¬ 
canic island near Madagascar, was 
known to the Arab travellers, but it 
was rediscovered by the Portuguese 
sailors in 1 ‘>07. It was occupied by the 
Dutch between 1598 and 1710 who 
introduced sugarcane, African slave 
workers and human settlements. 
I.ater they abandoned it due to 
LX'onomic problems. 

The French occupied it between 
1715 and 1810 and made it their 
colony. Subset]uently, it came into 
British possession. 

Nearly 72 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion of Mauritius is of Indian origin. 

USSR 

# United Soviet Socialist Republic 
ceased to exist on December 25,1991. 
ft collapsed as a State in a rush 
towards freedom and economic 
reform. It was born in war and 
revolution and ruled by fear nearly 
all oi its 74 years. 

The Union was born in 1917 Bol¬ 
shevik Revolution led by Vladimir 1. 
Lenin. He took the philosophy of 
Marx and Engels and applied his iron 
will to torge a revolutionary party 
determined to seize power and 
achieve a classless society in which 
the State w’ould wither away. A 
ctiuntry defeated in World War I be¬ 
came a world power in 25 years and 
a super power with nuclear weapons 
a few years later. 

The USSR was the founder mem¬ 
ber of UN and a permanent member 
ol its Security Council (Russia has 
now taken over the UN membership 
and the permanent seat of the 
Security Council). 

The Communifit Party was the 
main instrument of power and kept 
the Union binded together. The failed 
August coup and deep involvement 
HI the Putsch of the Communist Parly 


led to it being declared illegal by a 
newly strengthened Boris Yeltsin, 
President of Russia. Once the party 
was gone, the country had only a few 
months to survive and a new Com¬ 
monwealth of Independent States 
was bom. 

PROJECTS 

‘Project Elephant' launched 

# The Centre has launched a multi- 
crore rupee country-wide pro¬ 
gramme for protection and 
conservation of the elephant—the 
much-loved animal, celebrated in 
popular folklore, 

A sum of Rs 83 lakh has already 
been released to the States under the 
programme and a few crore Rupees 
more are expected to be disbursed 
during the 1992-93 financial year. 

The ten salient features of 'project 
elephant' arc: 

—protection of all the viable popula¬ 
tions and their habitats, 

—providing corridors linking dif¬ 
ferent parts of the composite 
elephant range, 

—improving the quality of life of the 
people living in the fringe areas 
through appropriate c*co-develop- 
ment programmes so that their 
dependence on forests is mini¬ 
mised, 

—eradication of weeds like mikenin 
and lantana and augmenting the 
number of fcxlder trees through 
appropriate plantation program¬ 
mes, 

—mitigating the problems being 
caused by the isolated popula¬ 
tions of elephants to the local 
people, 

—compensating people for loss of 
life and property caused by the 
elephants, 

—strengthening of anti-poaching in¬ 
frastructure, 

—improved veterinary care and im¬ 
munisation of domestic live-stock 
against communicable diseases, 

—restoring the feeling of compassion 
towards elephants through 
education campaign and exten¬ 
sion programmes, and 
—scientific research on various 
aspects /of management of 
elephants and their habitats. 


Koel Karo hydroelectric project 
cleared 

* The government has cleared the 
Koel Karo hydroelectric proj^ in 
Bihar which has been hanging fire for 
nearly a decade. 

The project, expected to be com¬ 
pleted in eight years, has a capacity of 
710 MW. It will have four units of 
172.5 MW capacity each totalling 690 
MW. It will also have an additional 
power house cohtaining a single unit 
of 20 MW. 

The project envisages the con¬ 
struction of an earthen dam—44 
metres in height and 1965 metres 
long—across the river south Koel at 
Basia along with a 33.78 km long 
trans-basin channel and a 55-metre 
high and 2456-metrc long earthen 
dam across the north Karo river at 
Lohajimi. 

There will also be an under¬ 
ground power hou.se at Lum- 
pungkhel to accommodate four units 
of 172.5 MW each.- 

Gandhar power project cleared 

♦ The Go\'ernment has approved 
the setting up ol the 650 MW 
Gandhar gas-based power project 
Stage 1 in Gujarat. It is estimated to 
cost Rs 1860.11 crore. 

Of the total estimated cost, a sum 
of Rs 1656.30 crore has been ear¬ 
marked for the power station and 
facilities and Rs 203.81 crore for the 
associated transmission system, both 
of which will be executed by the Na¬ 
tional Thermal Power C orporation. 

The project, to be located in 
Bharuch dLstrict of Gujarat, will bo 
implemented with Japanese assis- 
tantx!. 

Ouihasti project to be 
commissioned in record time 

# The Rs 1,263 crore, 390-MW, Dul- 
hasti hydroelectric power project, un¬ 
dertaken by the National 
Hydro-electric Power Corporation 
(NHPC) is expected to go on stream 
in a record period of less than five 
years. 

Theentire project, due to be com¬ 
missioned by July, 1994, will be un¬ 
derground except for the 65-mct^® 
high dam and transmission wires jut¬ 
ting out of the hill-side All the other 
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infra'^ructwre, including intake and 
destttbig systerH, surge shafts and the 
power house complex, wt)iild be in 
the embryo of the hills. 

Dhauli(}an 9 a hydroelectric 
project approved 

* The Economic Affairs Q»mmittee 
of the Union Cabinet has cleared the 
Rs 600-crore, 280 MW, Dhauliganga 
hydroelectric project in Uttar 
Pradesh. The entire project will be 
executed with indigenous rest>urces 
without any foreign tie-up. 

The project is located on 
Dhauliganga river, which is a 
tributary of Kali river, ft envisages 
construction of a 56-metre high rock 
fill dam, a 5.8 km long headrace tun¬ 
nel and an underground power 
house to install four generating units 
of 70 MW each. The project has been 
conceived as a run of the river 
scheme and is expecfixi to afford an 
annual energy generation of 
million units in a 90 per cent depend¬ 
able year. 


launched from Indian soil, has two 
important payloads—a retarding 
potential analyser built at the Nation¬ 
al Physical Laboratory (NPL), New 
Delhi, to study the ionosphere and a 
Gamma Ray Burst (GRB) detector, 
designtx! and fabricated at the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), 
Bangalore, U) analyst* st)lar activity in 
the atmosphere. 

IRS*1B launched successfully 

♦ India's second remote sensing 
satellite, IRS-1 B, shot into space on a i 
Soviet rocket on August 29, 1991 j 
notching its eighth success in space in 
16 years. 

The indigenously designcxl state- 
of-the-art remote sensing satellite, 
was successfully launched from 
Baiktmur cosmodn>me in the Soviet 
Union on Soviet rocket "Vostok". j 

It was the fifth launch of an In- j 
dian Satellite from the Soviet Union, i 
All of them have been successful like 
the first, Aryabhatta, launched on 
March 19, 1975. The other satellites 


SPACE RESEARCH 
ASLV blasts off Into space 

# India accomplished another 
landmark in space technology with 
the successful launch of its Aug¬ 
mented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(ASLV), on May 20, 1992 which i 
plactHl a SROSS satellite in a 450 km ] 
orbit. I 

The third successful develop- j 
mental flight of ASLV came after two ! 
failures of two rockets in the same ■ 
.series. The first launch on March 24, ; 
1987, was abortive as the first stage 
motor failed to ignite. The second 
flight on July 13, 1988, failed 150 
seconds after launch following 
failure of control systems. 

The ASLV was designed and 
built at the Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre in Thiruvananfhapuram, 
India's* lead centre for launch 
vehicles. 

SROSS Satellite: The in¬ 
digenous upper atmosphere and 
space research programmes got a 
boost with the successful deploy¬ 
ment of the 106-kg SROSS (Stretched 
Rohini Series) satellite by the Aug¬ 
mented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
i (ASLV). 

The satellite, the heaviest 16 be 


! are Bhaskara-I, Bhaskara-II, and IKS- 
i lA. 

lRS-1 B weighs about 980 kg and 
carries a 700 watt solar array. Its main 
payload consists of three cameras to 
provide visible and infrared im¬ 
ageries of the earth. 

IRS-1 B will scan the sub-con¬ 
tinent using the liner imaging and 
self-scanning LISS cameras that pro¬ 
vide a synoptic view of the sub-con¬ 
tinent. The high-tech .cameras were 
indigenously made at the Space Ap- 
plicatioivs Centre in Ahmedabad. 

‘Discovery’ launch 

♦ The US space shuttle Discmvr\f 
was launched on January 22, 1992 
with seven astronauts ana an assort¬ 
ment of creatuifs on board. 

Among the specimens that were 
on board were: roundworms, fruit 
flies, yeast, bacteria, slime mold, frog 
eggs and sperm, fetal mouse bones, 
oat and wheat seedlings, lentil roots, 
hamster kidney cells and human 
blood cells. 

The idea was to see how plants 
respond in orbit to varying amounts 
of tight and artificial gravity, and 
how animal and cell development is 
affected by’weightlessness and space 
radiation. - 
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indeavour Space Shuttle Mission 

# Shuttle Endeavour landed in the 
California desert with seven 
astronauts on May 17,1992 ending a 
triumphant spacewaiking mission in 
which three men caught a massive 
satellite by hand. 

$2 billion space shuttle, the re¬ 
placement for the destroyed Chal¬ 
lenger, is the first shuttle to be 
equipped, with a drag chute. The 
chute is intended to reduce the dis¬ 
tance the shuttle rolls by 300 to 600 
metres, letting the orbiW land on 
shorter runway. 

A $ 370in space rescue mission: 
In a last-ditch effort three space shut¬ 
tle astronauts reached up with hands 
and caught a 4-tonne, slowly spin¬ 
ning, satellite in a ri.sky effort to save 
the craft. It was the first three-man 
spacewalk ever. Success had eluded 
Emieuvour's .seven-member crew on 
two previous days. 

The three astmnauts surrounded 
the .satellite like three legs of a tripod. 
The operation required extraordi¬ 
nary aelicacy Any jarring motion 
could have caused the fuel inside the 
satellite to start it rocking. 

Neither the United States nor 
Russia has ever had three people out¬ 
side a ship in space at one time. 
Astronauts have captured satellites 
by hand all three times they have 
tried—twice in 1984 and once in 1985. 
Two of those craft were brought back 
to earth. The other was rewired and 
boosted to higher altitude. 

ERS-1, an environmental ally In 
space 

♦ Environments have gained a valu¬ 
able ally in space in the form of the 
first European earth observation 
satelliwr LRS-1. 

In future, the captains of industry 
who discharge waste or rinse their oil 
tanks at sea, will have to be prepared 
for imposition of penalties by 
authorities waiting in pirts. 

Illegal burning of the tropical 
rain forests will no longer remain 
hidden under a dense cover of 
clouds, for the European remote 
sensing satellite ERS-1 will "see 
through" clouds. 

The stellite will detect ecologi¬ 
cal damage on land and at sea, trace 
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environmental polluters and help 
avert ecologital disasters Addition¬ 
ally, It will supply vital data on global 
climatiy changes yyhith is important 
for environment piotc c tion 

UN 

New Members 

♦ I he C.eneial Assembly admitted 
seven new members on September 
18, 1W1 whose entry into the UN 
would have been unthinkable at the 
height ol the cold war 

The new members—North and 
South Koiea, the Baltic States of Fs- 
tonia I atvia and 1 itluiania, and the 
two pacific island nations of 
Micronesia and the Marshall Is¬ 
lands—were admitted by the as- 
semblv bv acclamation 

On March 2, 1W2 nine members, 
including San Maiino and eight 
republics of the fotmei Soviet Union 
were admitted, thus raising its mem¬ 
bership to 17S 

The eight republics are Mol 
dovn, Kirgislan, Armenia 1a)ikislan, 
Uzbekistan, Ka/akhistan, A/i’rbaijan 
and Turkmenistan 

T he former Yugoslav republic s of 
Bosnia-Uer/egovina, Croatia and 
Slovenia were admitted to the Unilc*d 
Nations, laising its membership to 
178 

MISCELLANY 

Tallest TV Tower in Ramgarh 

★ The country's tallest TV tower is 

being constructexi near Ramgarh vil- j 
lage in Jaisalmer district, on tW Indo 
Pakistan bolder The extraordinary 
height of the tower—TOO metres— 
would extend ZToo/da/s/mii coverage 
to remote areas Programme’s relaycKl i 
through it, by a 10 kw transmitter, 
would be leceived in an area of , 
2S0 sc| km, covering villages of j 
Jaisalmer, Banner and JocThpur 
disfncts • 

With a 288 metre cone mte struc- ^ 

ture and a 48 metre steel mast, the | 

Ramgarh TV tower would be 65 | 
metre taller than the TV tower in 
Delhi At 2T8 metre the Delhi tower I 
IS the tallest in the country, at 
present ' 

First hospital on rails i 

# The w orld s first hospital on rails, 

I tfehne Express, was flagged off by I 
l2-year-olci Sangeeta Pagdharc on ' 
July 16, 1991 


I T he projc'ct will cover the entire 
country on the Indian Railway's vast 
I network, penetrating remote areas 
w here meclical facilities are not avail- 
I able 

I launched by Impact India and 
Indian Railways it will provide free 
^ medical aid to the disabled through 
its team of medical expc'its and social 
I workers 

Pre-human fossil 2.4 m years old 

♦ Scientists siy they have idenliticxl 
the* oldest well documented lossil 
specimen ol the immediate piedcxes- 

. sols ot humans, pushing back the 
direct evidence for this evolutionaiy 
line by 8,00,000 years 

According to them the three inch 
scrap ol skull bone found 28 veais 
ago m Kenya was 24 million years 
old and came from a member of the 
ev olutionary group called Homo 

India’s forest cover goes up by 
5 per cent 

♦ 1 atest satellite imagery surveys 
have established, beyond doubt that 
India s lorest cover has gone up bv 
moie than five per cent in the past 
few years 

I he country s forest cov er, whic h 
was estimafcxl to have depleted to an 
abysmal low of 14 per cent cit its total 
land area, has gone up to 19 or 20 per 
cent I 

Ihe development is being billed 
as a ma|c)r bieakthrough in restoring 
India's ecolcxgv and environment, 
which had suneicxT in a big way to 
the altar ot development 

However, a total reversal of the 
process of environmental and 
c'cological degradation is still a tar cry 
as ideally speaking at least one-third 
ot the country's total land mass 
should have a miest cover I 

Upto 1989, wastelands were ex¬ 
panding at a rapid pace at the rale of | 
47,000 hectares annually Then the j 
prexess was virtually reversed fol¬ 
lowing massive afforestation efforts 
Satellite imagery has shown that the 
country's forest cover had been m- 
c rcasing at the latc of 68,000 hectares 
every year, since 1989 

India Joins global banking 
computer network 

♦ India has joined a worldwide In¬ 
terbank Financial Telecommunica¬ 
tion Network 


i 


The Indian network of the Bel¬ 
gium-based Society for Worldwide 
Interbank linancial Tele-com- 
munication (SWIFT) was first con¬ 
ceived in 1982 by Indian Bank's 
Asscxiation (IBA) 

Twenty-six ot the country's lead¬ 
ing banks and 11 branch offices of 
foreign banks am being linked to the 
Society toi Worldwide Interbank 
Financial Telecommunication 
(SWIT I) global computer network 
that allows financial institutions 
around the world to do business w'lth 
I CMC bother 

The network carries more than 
1 80 million messages a day that re¬ 
late to a wide range of banking trans- 
I aitions,includingcustomerandbank 
transfers, documentary ciedits and 
travellers' cheijues 

With this banks in India will jenn 
' more than T,()(K) financial institutions 
aiound the world using the SWIIT 
network The first to be connected to 
the network will be the State Bank ot 
India 

Abuja to be new Nigerian capital 

# Abuja IS to be the new administra 
live capital ot Nigeria 

The Nigerian authorities have 
decided to make Abuja the capital ot 
Nigeria due to its central location and 
to relieve the pressure ol 1 agos, lo 
cated in the southern Nigeria, which 
has become a congestexJ town 

Mongolia changes name 

♦ Mongolia has officially droppexT 
"Ptxiple's Republic" from its name 
and formally adopted new constitu¬ 
tion on January IT, 1992 

The Central Asian nation's legis 
lature adopted by a majority the 
name "State c^f Mongolia", removing 
one of the last remnants of a Stalinist 
past 

Mongolia held its first 
democratic elcdions in 1990, ending 
69 years of communist rule and 
adc^pting a radical programme to 
privatise its economy 

NAM gets two new members 

* Guatemala and Papua New 
Guinea have bcHjn inclucfed as full 
flecTged members of the Non-aligncxl 
Movem^^nt (NAM) while Cambodia 
has resumed membership of the 
movement after an absence of D 
years 
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SPORTS Round-up 


ARCHERY 

7th Asian Cup Tournament 

♦ South Korea swept six gold 
medals in the men s division and 
won four ot six in the women s aim- 
petition in the 7th Asian C up archery 
louinament, held in Manila, Philip 
pines 

South Korea won the ti'ani title 
for both divisions Japan were plaeed 
second oxerall and C hina was third 
among filteen nations 

14th Senior National 
Championship 

♦ International Archer I imha Ram 
ot Rajasthan letained thegeild mc'dal, 
seeming 117 points, m the men s sec 
turn ot the indi\idual giand IITA 
tinal ot the I4th senior national arch 
ery championship held at JRD Fata 
Sports Complex in Jamslrcdpur 

In the women's category, 
I uimaola llunagyo ot Manipur be* 
came the new national champion 
seeming IIS points 

ATHLETICS 

3rd World Athletics 

Championships 

♦ 1 he third world championships in 
athletics got undei wav at lokyo, 
Japan w ith a gala ceremonv, that wel¬ 
comed 2,4S1 athletes and ofticials 
trom 168 nations and territories 

On the seamd day of the cham¬ 
pionships C arl I ewis ot USA 
retained the world title in 1(X)M in 
9 86 seconds, 0 4 of a second undc'r 
team-mate Leroy Burrell's old mark 
of 9 90 set in the US championships in 
June 1991 

Katrin Krabbe ot Germany 
caused the biggest upset of the cham¬ 
pionships as she beat Mc>rleMe Otley 
of Jamaica to win the women's KM) 
metre’s gold She was also winner of 
the goldT medal in 200 metres 

Another histone moment was 
rc'corded when Mike Powell of USA 
leaped to 8 95 metres to set a world 


record in the* men s Icing jump Por 
the last 25 \ t ars the uxord had stood 
in the name ot Bob Beamon who had 
jumped S9() metres during the 1968 
Mexiiocitc OKinpics 


Vlc'dals tall\ ot tirst ten countries 
was as tollows 


United States 
Sen let L mon 
(■eimanv 
Kc nya 
Bn tain 
C lima 
Algei la 
Jamaica 
Finland 
1 lance 


t, S « 
10 S h 

y 10 

5 4 S 

4 1 1 

2 2 "1 

2 1 I 

2 0 I 

I 1 2 

1 I I 

I I 0 


1993 championships to be held 
at Stuttgart, flu tirst world athletics 
championships undei a new cvcle of 
tw o years v\ ill be he Id in the Cierman 
c ity ot Stuttgait in IWI 

Ciothenburg Swixien has been 
picked up to host to 1992 champion¬ 
ships 

lAAF Grand prix 

* Soviet pole vault phenomenon 
Sergei Bubka and (iciman high 
jumper Hcike Iknki'l wi*re crowned 
King and Queen ot the 1991 lAAF 
grand piix competition 

Bubka not only won the season s 
pole vault pii/e woith 10,tX)0 dol¬ 
lars, but his w m also catapulted him 
to the top ot the oveiall men's com 
petition where he picked up a fur 
ther chexjue for 22 (MM) dollais 

1 lenkel also won her event and 
beat Jamaican sprinter MerleneOttev 
and Sen let mile runner Natalia Ar- 
tyomova to the overall title, although 
all thrc’c' tinishcd on 62 pKiints 

9th Asian Track and Field (ATF) 
meet 

♦ China maintained its supiemac.v, 
claiming 24 of the 40 gold medals at 


stake, in the ninth Asian Track and 
Pield meet which ended at Kuala 
I iimptir, Malaysia on October 23, 
199] 

I he Indians, who in the last meet 
at LK'lhi had been runners up with 
seven golds, nine silvers and six 
broii/es, linished with only two 
golds, tour silveis and two bion/cs 

The Indian 4x400 m women's 
relay team comprising ot Junumani 
Saikia, nhanalakshmi, K Saiamma 
and Shiny Wilson wem the wcimen's 
rela> team gold This was the fourth 
time m a row that India had claimed 
gold in this event 

European Cup 

* The Soviet Union won the men's 
title and women's title of the 
Luropoan Cup championshijis held 
at 1 rankfuit, Germany 

The men s title was won tor the 
sixth time Soviet Union were 
declaied champions in men's section 
with 114 points, ahead ot Britain with 
110 2 points and (lermany with 108 
points 

In the women's section Soviet 
Union finished with 112 points, 
ahead ot Cjermany with 1()9 and 
Britain with 81 points 

31 St Open National Championship 

* Women trom the Railways 
retained the team c hampionship with 
a w hopping tally of 120 points, w hilc 
the Food ( orporation of India (42) 
and F ite Insuiance Coiporation (41) 
finished second and third 

In the men's section Services 
with 127 points overthrew' Railways 
(107), to bag the top slcil Indian 
Police finished a close third with 101 
points 

1 ho meet was held at Bombay 

30th Inter-State National 
Championship 

* Kerala, who had the richest haul 
of 11 golds, seven silvers and seven 
bron/e medals in the championship. 
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ri'f’.nnc’d tho ovcMall i.lwmpionslup 
Kith an aggregateot 176 points, lol- 
lowed bv Tamil Nadu Kith II6 
points To u)inplel(' tin domination 
ot southern States Karnataka took 
the tlnrd spot with 112 s points 

The meet Kas held at 
Thiunananthapmam m Keiala 

BADMINTON 
World Cup 

* Woild nimilHi one Aidv Wiranata 
of IndoiU'sia di teated /hao lianhua 
of C Inna 12 IT, (T 7, 1T-1() to vvin the 
Woild C up title held at Macan, J long 
Kong 

Huang Hua of China defeated 
the defending (.hampion Saruendah 
KusumaKardhani of Indonesia, 12- 
II, ll-T to take the women's singles 
I rown 

Thomas Cup 

* Hosts Mala>sia stoied a 
memorable T 1 victory over In¬ 
donesia to win the Thomas Cup, 
symbol ot world badminton supre 
marv 

1 his was Malaysia s f list Thomas 
C up victory in 2T years 

Uber Cup 

* Champions China tame back 
from the brink of defeat to Kin the 
Uber C up women s badminton team 
title for the fifth suctessiv e time They 
beat South Korea T-2 

National Championships 

Men's singles: Rajeov Bagga 
(Mahaiashtra) 

Women's singles: Man|usha 
I ’a wangad kai (Ma harashtra) 

Women's doubles: Manjusha 
and Arvhana Deodhar (Mahara¬ 
shtra) 

Mixed doubles: Smdhu Cnilati 
and 1 larjeet Singh (Railways) 

BASKETBALL 

42nd National Championship 

* Railways' supremacy in the na¬ 
tional basketball stone was proved 
beyond doubt when they retained the 
Edward William lodd Memorial 
Trophy for the men's event for the 
fifth tonseiutive year 

Railways also won the women's 
title beating Punjab 78-48 


BOXING 

Sixth World Amateur 
Championships 

* C'uba topped the sixth amateur 
boxing championships 

Cuba finished with four gokis, 
two silvei and three bron/e tot a total 
ot nine medals from then 12-man 
conlingeiil 

Biilgaiia weie a surprise runner- 
up Kith two golds, a silvc'r anct two 
bron/e mcxlals 

16th Asian Championship 

* South Korea emerged as the lead¬ 
ing Asian boxing nation claiming six 
golds at the 16th Asian Boxing C ham- 
pionships which coiulucied at 
Bangkok 

38th Senior National 
Championship 

* In a dramatic turn of ovc-nls, the 
pugilists ot Services did their team 
proud by bagging as many as six gold 
medals to retain the oveiall cham¬ 
pionship title in the T8th Senior Na¬ 
tional Boxing Championship which 
cone luded at Jamshedpui 

BRIDGE 

National Championship 

* R Krishnan and I P| Albucjuer- 
c]ue both from Madras, annexeci the' 
Kakinada Trophy having won the 
I ife-masters category of pairs event 
with T42 points in the National 
Bridge C hampionship 

Dr PD Boa/ from Madras, and 
Arun Biswas from C’akutta, in their 
maiden partnership, claimed the 
Sundaram Trophy for the pairs event 
of the National Masters with 141 
points 

The Ramamurthy Trophy Cup 
was lifted by Maharashtra when 
Raymonds team from Bombay 
defeated Kamalkar's team in the final 
of the National Bridge mixed team 
event by 41 international match 
points 

Inter-State Championship 

* Tamil Nadu represented by R Raj 
Kumai, B Prabhakar, K R Venka- 
taraman, R Krishnan and R 
Ravichandran regained theCurudutt 
Trophy, the symbol of supremacy in 
Inter-State bridge championship, 
defeating Maharashtra by 29 interna¬ 
tional match points in the final held at 


Shimla 

CHESS 

World Women Championship 

* Xie Jun of China captured the 
world women's chess championship 
by drawing a match with Maya 
Chiburdanid/e of the Soviet Union, 
who had held the title since 1978 

5th Asian Women Championship 

* International, women's mastei 
Bhagyashiee Thipsay won the fifth 
Asian chess chaitipionship which 
lonckidod in Bhopal on Octobei 29, 
1991 

29th National Championship 

# Pravin Mahadev 1 hipsay 
emerged the new national champion 
on a day when N Sudhakar Babu 
became India s ITth international 
mastei in the 29th national c hess 
champioiishiji which ended in P.itna 
on March 16, B>92 

National-A Women’s 
Championship 

# International woman master 
Bhcagyashrcv 1 hipsay (Maharashtra) 
won the 17th National-A women's 
chess championship 

CRICKET 
World Cup 

♦ Veterans Imran Khan and Javed 
Miandad combined to lift Pakistan to 
a 22 run victoiy ovc'r 1 ngland in the 
World Cup final at the Mc'lbouinc 
C ricket Ground, Australia 

The duo- the only players to 
have played in all five World Cup 
tournaments—picked up Pakistan's 
run-rate and combined in a brilliant 
third-wicket stand of 139 

Pakistan made 249 for six wickets 
in TO oveis and dismissed England 
for 227 with four balls remaining to 
win the Cup for the first time 

England were the beaten finalists 
for the third time 

Sharjah Cup 

♦ A hat-trick of Ibws—all delayed 
decisions m good light—destroyed 
India's hopes of matching an im¬ 
proved Pakistani batting perfor¬ 
mance in the final of the Wills Trophy 
International cricket tournament 
played at Sharjah. 

Of the 12 tournaments conducted 
here so far, Pakistan won their sixth 
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title with cin emphatic 72-nin victory 
over India. This was their fifth suc¬ 
cessive win. 

Irani Trophy 

# Haryana did the incredible by 
winning the Irani Trophy with a four- 
wicket victory over Rest of India at 
the Nahar Singh Stadium in 
Faridabad. 

Ranji Trophy 

♦ Delhi expcttedly won their sixth 
Ranji Trophy title when they beat 
Tamil Nadu by virtue of their 83-run 
first innings lead, the five-day final 
ending in a tame draw at Kotla in 
New lX*lhi. 

Wills Trophy 

* An all-round performance by 
Sachin Tendulkar steered Hoard 
President's XI to a 28-run victory 
over Wills \f m the final of the Wills 
Trophv one-day cricket tourna¬ 
ment. 

Oeodhar Trophy 

* South Zone regained the Deodhar 
Trophy after 10 years when they 
registered a romfortable 36-run vic¬ 
tory over Central Zone in tT.e final. 

Duleep Trophy 

♦ West Zone, chasing a victory tar¬ 
get of 437, crashed to a paltry total of 
220 otf 83 overs. North's 236-run w'in 
over West was the one of the most 
humiliating for West in its DuIcH.'p 
history. 

C.K. Nayudu Trophy 

* North Zone dete.ited South Zone 
by six runs in an exciting one-day 
limited-overs final to lift the C.K. 
Nayudu Cricket Trophy (under-19). 

FOOTBALL 
European Cup 

♦ Barcelona finally stepped out of 
the shadow cast by Real Madrid* 
when they won the European Cup 
after a memorable final against 
Sampdoria of Italy, played at Lon¬ 
don. 

Women’s World ChamplonsNp 

♦ The largest crovs'^d in the history of 
women's football saw the United 
States snatch a last ditch goal to beat 
Norway 2-1 in the final of the in¬ 
augural FIFA Women's Cup held in 
China. 


Asia Cup 

♦ Favourites Iran emerged the win¬ 
ners to lift the Charminar Challenge 
Trophy in the Asia (’up (group three) 
c]uali tying football tournament 
played at the Salt Lake Stadium, Cal¬ 
cutta. 

Asian Women’s Championship 

♦ The invincible Chinese team 
defeated lapan 3-0 in the final to win 
their third stiaight title in the eighth 
Asian women's soccer champion¬ 
ship. 

President’s Cup 

♦ I losts South Korea have won the 
19th President's (.up international 
fixitball tournament biMting Egypt 2-0. 

DCM Cup 

♦ Iran's Pas Club lifted coveted 
DC’M Football Cup alter they 
registered a solitary goal victory to 
snuff out Mohun Hagan's hopes of 
precenting the trophv from bi'ing 
going abroad for tl e eighth lime in a 
row. 

48th National Championship 

♦ Nearly two decades alter Kerala 
won the Santosh Trophy for the first 
time at Frnakulam in 1973, they 
regained it in the I ifebuoy-spon- 
sored 48th national fciotball cham¬ 
pionship at the Nehru Stadium in 
Coimbatore. 

16th women’s National 
Championship 

♦ Bengal beat Rajasthan 6-.3, via a 
tie-brcviker, in a closc'ly-tought final 
to lift the )6th women's national soc¬ 
cer title. 

Durand Cup 

♦ East Bengal had to wait until the 
tie-breaker to lift their third succes¬ 
sive Durand Cup and write their 
name in the annals ot Durand history. 

Rovers Cup 

♦ Annappa Kumar openc*d the dtx>r 
for Chima (^kerie to strike the only 
goal of the final of the Lifebuoy 
Rovers Cup Football tournament and 
help Mohun Began to gain their 12th 
success. Mohun Bagan defeated 
Mohammedan Sporting. 

Federation Cup 

♦ Favourites Mohun Bagan missed 
chances galore but still beat arch 
rivals East Bengal by a 2-0 in the I6lh 
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Federation Cup at the Salt Lake 
Stadium, Calcutta. 

Subroto Cup 

♦ Sports College, Lucknow, fiilfilkxi 
their long-standing desire of winning 
the prestigious Subroto Cup when 
they defeated Bidhan Nagar Govt 
High SchcKil, Calcutta, 3-4. 

HOCKEY 
Champions Trophy 

# Andreas Becker guided the (Ger¬ 
man men to the Champions Trophy 
with a 2-0 win over holders Australia 
in Berlin on Sc’ptember 22,1991. They 
were followtxl by Pakistan and Hol¬ 
land. 

Sultan Azian Shah tournament 

* That India are still a force to reck¬ 
on with in world hockey was more 
than pro\'ed when they outclassed 
and outmanoeuvred a robusf Soviet 
Union by three goals to nil .ind an¬ 
nexed the Sultan A/lan Shah luKkey 
championship at the A/lan Stadium 
in 11X111, Malaysia. India last won the 
championship in 1983. 

4th Indira Gandhi international 
Women’s tournament 

# Soviet Union defeated Asian 
Carnes champions South Korea .3-1 to 
win the fourth Indira Gandhi Inter¬ 
national women's hockey tourna¬ 
ment held at Chandigarh. 

SSth Men’s National 
Championship 

* Services lifted the Rangaswamy 
Cup with an aggregate of five goals 
of four against Indian Airlines in the 
Lifebuoy 55th men's national hockey 
championships, 

45th Women’s National 
Championship 

# Star shiddixl Indian Railways won 
the pa'stigious Lady Ratan Tata Cup, 
the symtxil ot supremacy in women's 
hrx'key, for the 13th time in a row, when 
the)' liefeatid the never-say-die Bihar 
14) in extra time in the 45th Senior 
Women 1 IcKkey Championship. 

ROWING 

National Championship 

* Services Sports Control Board top¬ 
pled holders Corps of Engineers 
Rowing AssiKiation to bag the Shakli 
tniphv for overall men's champion¬ 
ship in the National Rowing Cham- 
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pioiii’hip hold lit the Madros Boat 
Club. 

Korala Raco Boat and Rowing As¬ 
sociation wore winnors in tho 
wonuMi's soclion. 

SHOOTING 

National Trap Shooting 

Championship 

* Tho toam litlo ot tho national trap 
shooting championships wont to tho 
Punjab loam comprising ot Kandhir 
Singh, Ciirbir Singh and Ciurmoot 
Singh Sodhi, who loggod 'i72 points 
out ot 4'i(). 

Tho individual litlo wont to Man- 
shor Singh who loggod 2W points 
from his 22S siiols. 

SQUASH 

World Open Squash title 

* Australia's Rodnov Martin took 
tho mc'n's World Opon titio with a 
stunning upsol victcirv ovor si\-timc's 
champion lahangir Khan ot Pakistan. 

National Championships 

♦ Adrian b/ra and Bhuvanc*shwari 
Kumari rolamod thoir titles in tho 
moil's and women's sections, rospoc- 
tivoly, of till' IX'M Shriram national 
squash championships played at 
Now IX'lhi 

TABLE TENNIS 
World Cup title 

# Reigning world champion lorgon 
Porsson ot Sweden ciutplavod |oan 
Philippe Ciation ot France to win tho 
8l),l)(10-dollar SSS World Cup table 
tennis title. 

33rd National Championships 

# Defending champion Kamlosh 
Mehta ontoroci the record books by 
taking the men's title for the seventh 
time. 

Nivoti Shah of I'amil Nadu main¬ 
tained her winning strc'ak and took 
the women’s title, h-21. 

TENNIS 

US Open Championships, 1991 

# The women's title of the IWI US 
Open championships was won by 17- 
year-old Monica Seles ot USA who 
defeated 33-vear-old Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova 7-(i, f>-t in the final. 

Stefan Fdberg ot Sweden took 
the men's title with case defeating 
Jim Courier of USA. 


Wimbledon Championship, 1991 

# Michael Stich of Germany, play¬ 
ing in his first Grand Slam final, 
thrashed triple champion Boris Be¬ 
cker to win the men's title of the IWl 
Wimbledon championships. 

Stefti C'lraf guaranteed a C’lcrman 
singles sweep at 1991 Wimbledon 
tennis championships when she beat 
Argentine Gabriala Sabafini in a (luc- 
tuatmg womc'ii's final. 

French Open, 1991 

* Jim Courier thwarted Andre 
Agassi's in the men's singles final of 
the French Opc*n. 

Monica Seles ot Yugoslavia 
defended her FYench Open title and 
her number one ranking with a 
relentless, hard Ciirned victory over 
Arantxa Sanchiv Vicario ot Spain. 

Australian Open 

# Jim ( ourier, overcame fop-seedc\l 
Stefan lidberg's to take the Australi.m 
Open men's final. 

World number one Monica Seles 
kept her Australian Open Tennis 
C rown with straight sets thrashing ot 
American Mary-Joe Fernande/. 

Davis Cup, 1991 

# Guv Forgc't, riding on a cs'ave of 
patriotic emotion, earnc'd France 
their first Davis Cup title in moie 
than hall a century when he beat Pete 
Sampras of USA in the lirst pf the 
reverse singles. 

France, who had not won the 
Davis C up since 19.12, started the tie 
as clear underdogs against the 
holders. 

Federation Cup 

♦ Spain liflecf the Federation Cup 
for the first time by clinching a thrill¬ 
ing 2-1 win over the United States. 

National Championships 

♦ Syed Zeeshan Ali regained tlu' na¬ 
tional championship title brushing 
aside an erratic Rohit Reddy in 
straight sets. 

Bombay's Janaki Kirshnamurthy 
justified her top-seeding to grasp the 
women's title. 

VOLLEYBALL 
National Championships 

* Tamil Nadu men and Railways 
women retained their rcsjiective na¬ 
tional titles in tho 40th national vol¬ 


leyball championships. 
WRESTLING 
National Championship 

* The Services claimed a double 
aftc'r a lapse of 17 years when they 
annexed the frec*-style and the Grec'o- 
Roman titles in the National wres¬ 
tling championship held at Bhilw’ara. 

GAMES 

Winter Olympics, 1992 

* Sixty five nations participafe-d in 
the biggest Winter Olympics in his¬ 
tory, held at Albertville, France, from 
February 9 to 2.1, 1992. 

The games ended with Germany 
on top ot the medals tally. They were 
followed by Commonwealth oflndi*- 
pendent States (C'IS), Austria and 
Norway, in that order. 

SAF Games 

* It was a not ot colour and tradi¬ 
tional pageantry on the inaugural 
day of the fifth ‘sAF Games which 
were officially deflated open under 
the usual fanfare at the Sugathadasa 
Stadium by Sri kahkan Frc*sident 
Ranasinghe Tremadasa on Dc-cember 
22, I‘t91. 

'Pancha' mascot for SAF Games: 
'f’ancha', a baby elephant in a playful 
mood, very muc h like 'Appu' of the 
b>H2 New Delhi Asian Game's fame, 
was the mascot for the fifth South 
Asian Federation Games. 

Final Medals Tally 



G 

s 

n 

India 

64 

39 

41 

Sri Lanka 

44 

13 

41 

Pakistan 

28 

33 

24 

Bangladc'sh 

4 

8 

29 

Nepal 

2 

8 

10 

Maldives 

0 

1 

0 


Bhutan ended without any 
medal. 

1993 SAF Games in Kathmandu: 
The 1993 South Asian Federation 
Games will be held in Nepal. The 
Games would be organised in Kath¬ 
mandu. 

16th Wori^ Student Games 

* USA topped the medals tally of 
the 16th World Student Games held 
at Sheffield, England. 
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ESSAY 


India in 2001 


W E are almost on the threshold of 
the 21st century and like the 
proverbial 'slip between the cup and 
the lip', thinj;s can go awry and awk¬ 
ward at the slightst misdemeanour if 
we lose sight of the gmund realities 
of today. No doubt what we sow 
today in the fields of science and tech¬ 
nology, agriculture and industry, en¬ 
vironment and development, 
education ami ethics, fashions and 
fads, will bear fruit, in the next few 
years and tliat will constitute the 
salient features of India's personality 
and position in the comity of nations 
in the year 2001. 

When human beings aim at 
reaching their desired destination, 
they make a judicious use of their 
physical and mental powers but with 
countries like India, beset with multi¬ 
dimensional flaws and fragmenta¬ 
tions, the uncertainties haunt like 
invisible ghosts to thwart and throttle 
well-defined and meticulously 
demarcated areas of action. In order 
to assert one's place in the highly 
competitive and quality-conscious 
world, the economy of a country 
should be as strong and stimulating 
as a human heart. And here lie the 
guts and grit of our determination, to 
liberate our economy from unneces- 
.sary controls and curbs so that the 
entrepreneurial skill of an Indian gets 
its much needed boost to plan, 
programme and practise his ideas 
and thus enable the country to find its 
own feet in the world. 

To say that all our problems will 
be solved by the magic wand of 
'liberalisation' is to deny the exist¬ 
ence of many 'ifs and buts'. Nations 
like individuals should not fail to do 
their home-work properly, timely 
and intelligently before embarking 
upon a new course and that is what 


promises to lead us to the much 
cherished economic millennium 
(happiness and prosperity) by 2001. 

On the }X)litical front, the trends 
are not very encouraging, although 
India has been practising parliamen¬ 
tary democracy for more than forty 
years now. Some bold and corrective 
measures are urgently and immedi¬ 
ately needed to rid the Indian politi¬ 
cal system of its many ills and 
aberrations that have crept into its 
working. Oandhtji's dream of 
'people's democracy' or the opera¬ 
tion of dem(Kracy at the grass-rexat 
levels is yet to be put into real and 
tangible shape. If things are allowed 
to drift and drag the political situa¬ 
tion may not be* very different in 2001 
from the one prevailing now. By 
rising above petty politics and 
politicking in every walk of life, the 
'powers that be' can still 
retrieve/reform the situation before 
it bcH.omes tcxi late to menil and pull 
out the country from the prevailing 
unenviable environment when it gets 
ready to embrace the 21st century in 
less than a decade from now. 

The Indian social spectrum is 
riven with feuds and frictions and the 
goal of 'six'ial justice' for all, especial¬ 
ly the most down-trt>dden and the 
poorest of the poor, remains a distant 
dream. All efforts to alleviate the suf¬ 
ferings of the lowest in the social 
strata have proved, more or less a 
shadow fight. As things stand now, 
where too many people are chasing 
too few avenues of employment, the 
future is anything but certain. But 
still the intentions are laudable. 

Ranking second on the popula¬ 
tion map of the world and having the 
third largest pool of scientists and en¬ 
gineers in the world, we are poorly 
placed at 121 position as far as 


human development index is con¬ 
cerned (UNDE). In India the prime 
cause of pollution and degradation of 
environment is the huge and ever- 
grtiwing population. The exploding 
numbers will always rei]uire more 
resources just to survive. We cannot 
preserve forests until the demand for 
fuelwood and living space declines. 
Indastrial contaminants will increase 
with the production of more gcxids. 
Vehicular pollution, dust and smoke, 
carbon dioxide are on the ^se and if 
the 'New Pollution Control Policy' 
and 'The National Conservation 
strategy and policy on environment 
and development', as announced by 
the government, are not imple¬ 
mented with as much earnestness as 
the situation warrants, we shall have 
to walk in the streets of our cities with 
gas masks by 2(X)1. 

With the successful launching of 
medium/short range ballistic mis¬ 
siles and also by sending satellites 
into the space, we have proved our 
credentials as a rc'gional power. With 
no hegemonistic ambitions to realise, 
India wants to enter the 21st century 
with the affirmation and assertion 
that .she knows her mind and she will 
not succumb or compromise her 
national interests, whatei'or be the 
nature of pressures and threats to 
force her to change the course of her 
action. 

Will it be a cake-walk into the 
21st century or will it be a tight-rope 
walking into the year 2001? The op¬ 
timists will hold out a rosy pictua* 
whereas the sceptics would warn us 
to tighten our belts bt'fore we bid 
'adieu (gtmdbye)' to the 20th century. 
Whatever be the shape of things to 
come, none in his senses can take the 
unfolding of events with complacen- 
cy. 
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NEW ROLE 

In till llniil tiiik nf jiiiK I'f-ll Di 
RoiiliO'< iiliiili III! '^unhiii/(.-1111 ml 
jnil foilli n lUii n^iihlii ninl tnilliiuil n 
Im^ii loll foi till LIN 0 '^ tlimliil In/ 
tin S( 1 III it\i c iHiiii il III it'^ '-fH c lilt '•inn 
lint III liiiiiwni Hun liiui hun iiinul 
niHtwii'^ to till jiiopoml lo iioi'^nnm 
Ilk icoilil hoili/ '•tiiutiiii till inoiio'-i 
hon fin iZ/su/ss/o/; /s Un iiuo US’! iiiln 
fill till UN oiillnuil In/ it'- Nimlnn/ 
Giiiriiil tills hull iliiiim of siimss m 

icsoli ini’ 11 ISIS 

Mr A Sii, thf hnlHies ol the 

United Ncilions in reeent months in 
maintaining uoild pea«.e have been 
so many and the sun esses so lew 
lliat only tlie iiuorrigible optimist 
would assert that this organisation 
can prove etlcH.tive in tultilling the 
hopes pinned on it I rt me cpiote a 
few instances in this regaid In ( am 
bodia West Asia, Western Saliaia 
and Yugoslav la (not to mention 
C vprus and Somalia) the U N has 
lately been tacing a v irtiial crisis In 
Atghanislan, despite its t'ailier 
thrust and initiative, the UN has 
been marginalised and its plan tor 
ensuring peace in Kabul almost tor- 
gotten 1 he Pakistan Cjovc’rnment 
backed the UN peace plan Vir 
Sc'van, the Special 1 nvov of the UN 
Secri'tarv-General, had used all his 
persuasive povveis and his negotiat¬ 
ing capacity to bring round the 
Mujahideen rebels, but the latter vir¬ 
tually ignc'rc'd it They decidcnl to 
resolve the Atghan tangle themsel¬ 
ves without inteivention of the UN 
or ot any foreign power At the end 
ot |une one provisional President, 

Prot Mojadidi handed over power 
to another—Prof Kabbani—without 
U N intcrv ening Agrcn^d plans, 
W'orked out with much lalwur by 
UN cmissnnes, have also been dis¬ 
carded one by one in West Asia, 
Jugoslavia and elsewhere None ot 


FOR U.N.? 

the sensitive and soielv troubK*d 
regions ot the world have sought 
LN intervention because the) are 
tullv aw aie ot this cnganisation s 
St veil' limitations In liaq the Sad 
dam I lusscin legime has made non 
sense ot this binlv s resolutions to 
disarm the country of its weapons 
ot mass destruction, ev'en though 
the US went all out to humiliate the 
liaqi leadei and lender his country 
meltective through sam turns 1 he 
Secretarv Ciont'ial himself repented 
in May this yc’ai that the partic's con 
cerned m Jugoslav la had shown no 
respec t foi the agreements they had 
reached attei prolongc\l negotia¬ 
tions Worse', UN plans foi resolv 
mg the tangle have bevn turned 
down and the world body's peison- 
nel insultcxl and virtually com¬ 
pelled to leave With much hojx' 
and atter piolongc'd efforts the 
Security Council passed lesolution 
no 7S2 w'hich urged the waning 
parties to w ithdraw their forces 
from Bosnia 1 iei/egcwina and 
demobilise them It has not bc'en im- 
plcmentc'd MorcMV er, the appc'als 
lor ensuring due protec tion ot 
humanitarian assistance sent for the 
suffeiing civilians wt're ignored In 
Cambodia the Khmer Rouge have 
denied lull access to UN peace-keep¬ 
ing forces to areas under its control 
With all such setbacks, w’hat 
prospects can there bo for effective 
implemontation of the UN's wider 
role env isaged by the Secretary- 
CieneraP Let us not live m an imagi¬ 
nary world but face the harsh 
realities squarely 


ivirD I am afraid my prcxleces- 
sor has presented only the darker 
side of the picture and has complete¬ 
ly Ignored the brighter side It is 
true that many failures and setbacks 


marred the UN image during the 
prolongc'cl C old Wai But things 
have changi'd now As the UN 
Secietary-Cieneial has pointed out, 
we have enlc rt'd a tiJne of global 
transition which is chaiacterisc'd by 
unique trends Rt'gional and con 
tmental associations of States aie 
evolving ways and mc'ans to 
promote cooperation and ease the 
tensums The formidable ideological 
barriers which tor dt'eadt's cieated 
distiust and hostility and also led 
to tlie piolitoration ot teinble 
w eapons ot mass destiuction hav e 
been broken at long last At present 
there is a global trend for encourag¬ 
ing demociatic loues and lespon 
siv e gov ernments Actually, there 
has been a woildwide ch.inge in the 
outlcxik ot the people, except in a 
tew isolatcxl pockets w here text the 
Itxal contlicts will, 1 feel suie, soon 
lade away In the new climate thc'ie 
IS a growing lealisation that 
humanity urgently requires durable 
peace, not stockpile's of destructive 
weapons Sustained ecorcnnic 
development, which is the crying 
need of the hour, tan be ensuied 
only when theie is no diversion of 
scarce funds from constructive pur¬ 
poses to armed conflicts Those who 
fcKus attention on the dismal fact 
that since the establishment of the 
UN in iy4'i, more than 100 major 
conflicts have taken place in the 
world and about 20 million people 
have bc'en killed in these conflicts, 
overlcHik the fact that the UN was 
pow'erless to resolve these conflicts 
because of the veto exercised 279 
times in the Security Counal These 
vetoes were a reflection of the 
powerful power blocs But with the 
teimination of the Cold War the 
veto power iJas fallen into disuse, 
notably since May 31,1990 Besides, 
the demands on the UN to inter- 
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vene and pr(»mote security h«ive in- 
cre«ised, and with greater hope all 
round. This is a significant develop¬ 
ment which is likely to promote cor¬ 
diality. I would also submit that the 
general atmosphere in various con¬ 
tinents at prt'sent is one of hope and 
confidence in the future, not one of 
despair and gloom. So, the 
prospects of success of an organisa¬ 
tion such as the UN (now it has 17^ 
members) are as good and as bright 
as they were when the UN was 
foundeti. Let us not squander away 
the chances ot peace by repeatedly 
pinpointing the failures ot the or¬ 
ganisation. Or Boutros Ghali has 
good reason to be optimistic. Our 
aim now, as the new pi\ice agenda 
clarifies, should be to eliminate the 
sources ot conflict through 
diplomacy and othervsise. 

MrC Sir, Mr B has evidently ig¬ 
nored the fact that in reient months, 
during IWl and 1W2, most of the 
peace-keeping moves made by the 
UN in various disturbed regions 
ha\’e ended in deadlock or'turned 
out to be total failures, or are, as 
some political commentators put it, 
in "a slate ot crisis". UN funds are 
very limiteil; as a result, tinancially 
the world body is in a perpetual 
state ot crisis Hven the world's 
most prosperous country, the USA, 
has been among the major defaul¬ 
ters in respect of the annual and 
other contributions to this body. 

Nor is there much hope that in 
respect of tinanccs the UN position 
would greatly improve. The US 
may, under consistent pressure, pay 
a little more but the small Soviet 
republics and some other countries 
are themselves facing substantial 
financial problems. They are very 
unlikely to make large contributions 
for UN operations. The UN 
Secretary-General informed the 
Security Council a few weeks ago 
that unpaid dues of over ](X)0 mil¬ 
lion dollars to the regular and peace¬ 
keeping budgets of the world 
organisation had put it in an "ex¬ 
tremely precarious spot". The total 



in unpaid dues to the peace-keeping 
budget stands at 805 million dollars. 
Unpaid dues of this magnitude are 
certainly a continuous handicap. 
How can the UN function effective¬ 
ly in such a dismal context? The 
need is to curtail the operations and 
the bloated staff of the UN. There is 
no point in spending time and ener¬ 
gy in drawing up ambitious 
programmes to expand UN opera¬ 
tions worldwide, lo complicate the 
situation, the cost ot each UN opera¬ 
tion, civil or military, has soared be¬ 
cause ot many (actors, iiu hiding the 
inflationary spiral A gixKl part ot 
the UN tundsare wastcxl when the 
personnel specially sent to the 
trouble-spots to rcxUice tensions 
receive rebiitls, as has happened in 
the break away units ot Yugoslavia. 
Lack ot both political and financial 
support m ceitain regions has made 
It clifficult lor the UN forces to }X'r- 
torm their assigned duties. On top 
ot it all comes the Secr^•taly- 
General's new elaborate plan which 
calls tcir extension ot the 
organisation's functions In par¬ 
ticular, Dr Boutros Ghali has 
proposcxl the establishment ot a UN 
force lo which vancnis nations 
would contribute personnel and 
funds. This force, he said, would 
help maintain peace in the trouble- 
spots The L'b has alrc*ady rc‘jectc>d 
the plan tor understandable 
reasons. President Bush would not 
like American soldic’rs to be com¬ 
manded by officers ot other 
countries. This is election year in 
the U 5.A F rance has promisexi 
only a token force. I hus the 
prospc'cts of the new UN agenda 
being accepted and implemented 
are dim. Why not rule it out 
straightaway’ 

MrD It appears to me that Mr 
C is a distinct pessimist. We all 
know the various hurdles and dif¬ 
ficulties in ensuring global peace. 
There would always be conflicts 
and tensions here and there. What 
the advocates of peace and well- 
wishers of humanity can, and 
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should, do is to pursue what is pos¬ 
sible in order to ensure reduction of 
tension.s and creation of an atmos¬ 
phere conducive to harmony. For¬ 
tunately, one of the hurdles in UN 
functioning—the issue of State 
sovereignty—is likely to be gradual¬ 
ly removcxl There is a noticeable 
realisation that overall control and 
soc'ereignty of die State must not 
hinder international cooperation in 
the larger interests of humanity. 

There is also the growing conviction 
that if excessive emphasis is laid on 
the issue of ethnic origin or 
nationality, the international situa¬ 
tion would assume more frighten¬ 
ing dimensions. It is obvious that if 
evc'ry ethnic, religious or group 
claims statehixid (this has hap¬ 
pened in recent weeks m Chechos¬ 
lovakia and Yugoslavia in one form 
or another) there would be no limit 
lo political fragmentation. Peace, 
security and stKial and economic 
welfare would in that eventuality 
become almost impossible to 
achieve. Moreover, even after the 
end of the Cold War the ambition ot 
(.ertain giants, especially the USA, 
to follow the policies of hegemony 
remains The US Administration is 
jealous of countries like )apan and 
Germany making rapid all-round 
progress so as to match or even out¬ 
bid North America. That is why the 
US authorities .start enforcing sanc¬ 
tions in one form or another, or 
taking other disciplinary steps 
against any country that conducts 
experiments in missiles tcx'hnology 
and registers goixi progress in scien¬ 
tific and tcx lmiial fields. So far as 1 
can see, the jealousies, animosities 
and tensions among various groups 
of people will tontinue for decades. 

The result is that the atmosphere 
for peace moves and other such 
campaigns is far from bright. It is all 
right to enunciate high-sounding 
principles and recall the directives 
enshrined in the U.N Charter, but 
wc should not be visionarit's. 

Realism dictates a totally different 
course ot action—total abandon¬ 
ment of rivalries and hostile moves. 
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MUCH LABOUR, LITTLE 
GAIN 

Thv very caption of t/oiir 
editorial "Much Labour, 
Little Gain" (Oct '92) is 
enough to suggest how 
successful the recent NAM 
summit at Jakarta was. The 
call for a North-South 
dialogue and the demand for 
restrm tunng of the U.N. was 
the highlight of the summit, 
but mere passage of 
resolutions wtU not do. We 
have bad enough of them in 
the past. 

Still, we are hoping 
against hope that some day 
sanity will dawn on the 
West and next to the U.N., 
NAM will be able to do 
something to ameliorate the 
sufferings of the moaning 
and groaning humanity 
across the world. 

Anil Kumar 

Miiziiffaipiir 

I agree with your 
editorial titled "Much 
Labour, Little Gain" (Oct 
issue) about the Jakarta 
Summit of NAM, but since 
the Cold War is over and 
there is only one Super 
Power, i.e., the U.S., I think 
NAM could achieve 
something positive, as is 
claimed by many leaders, 
including our P.M., Mr 
Narasintlia Rao. NAM's 
achievement at the Jakarta 
Summit is no way less 
important. Besides, Mr 
Narasimha Rao's emphatic 
condemnation of State 
sponsored terrorism ivas 
worthy of note. 

P. K. Panierahi 

Neu'Ttcllu 

LANDMARK VERDICT 

Your editorial "A 
Landmark Verdict" (Sept 
issue) is thought-provoking 
and desenres special 
attention. 

The Supreme Court 
verdict, announced on July 
30, is indeed a historic one. 
Charging whopping 
amount of money ns 
capitation fee or 
"donation'' by 
unscrupulous managements 
of certain colleges is 
tantamount to auction of 
education. The success of 
the "landmark" verdict 


hinges on speedy reform of 
thesystem. 

Jyotiranjan Biswal 

Dhcnkiuial 

INDIA & PAK 

Your well-written 
fecial Feature-! "India, Pak 
& Simla Accord" (Oct issue), 
deserves appreciation. 

Though the latest round 
of talks between the Foreign 
Secretaries of India and 
Pakistan made some 
headway in diffusing the 
crisis, the latter's abetment 
of terrorist actwitics In J & 

K and Punjab has not been 
halted. 

It is high time Pakistan 
realised the gravity of the 
situation and gave up its 
auixotic habit of raising the 
Kashmir issue at the UN and 
demanding a plebiscite in 
JbK. 

Md Shamsul Ansari 

AF Sill TKD 

Tioenty years have 
elapsed since the signing of 
the historic Simla Accord, 
but nothing significant has 
been achieved in the effort to 
find a solution of the 
Kashmir dispute. Ihe 
problem is still alwe and the 
situation is going from bad 
to worse. The Pakistan 
Foreign Sccretary’'s 
statement that the 
commitment to the Simla 
accord did nc^t mean any 
dilution of his country's 
adherence to the U.N. 
resolutions is unfortunate, 
Pakistan evidently docs not 
realise the gravity of the 
situation and of its mistaken 
policy. 

Navin Chandra 
Pallia 

BUSH vs CLINTON 

Vb«r cover story "Bush 
vs Clinton" was topical and 
interesting. It will not be an 
exaggeration to say that the 
hvo contesting parties apart, 
the world at urge has a 
stake in the outcome of the 
US poll. That Indians in the 
USA are still divided along 
religious and caste lines is a 
sad commentary on their 
postures. 

You seem to have missed 
Mr Perot's real reason for 
withdrawal from the fray in 


July. He had, during one of 
his speeches, referred to the 
blacks as “you people" and 
this, more than anything 
else, cost him dear. He has 
since re-joined the race. 

Set Avinash 

ch56APO 

Mr George Bush became 
popular among the 
Americans after the Gulf 
War. But what is most 
surprising is that, despite a 
decade of Republican rule he 
has not been able to win the 
confidence and trust of the 
voters. American industry 
suffered in the competition, 
reducing the standard of 
living and causim more 
unemployment, 'ntere was an 
increase in the tax burden. 

Bhupen Bose 

Calciitin 

AXING THE BUREAUCRACY 

With reference to the 
highly sensitive debate titled 
"Sharp Axe on Bureaucracy" 
(Sept '92 issue), I wish to say 
that the number of 
government officials in our 
country is indeed 
ovenvhelming. While some 
of the department and public 
sector undertakings have 
lately become reaundant, it 
does not stand to reason that 
employment opportunities 
should be drastically reduced 
as an austerity measure to 
revamp the economy. I do 
not support the P.M.'s 
decision to slash the annual 
recruitment to the IAS from 
110 to 80. It loould certainly 
cause frustration among 
many civil aspirants. Such 
actions in the name of 
retrenchment may lead to 
large-scale unemployment in 
the long run. Non-lechnical 
graduates are bound to suffer 
the most. 

The Central Government 
as well as the State 
governments should abolish 
incompetent and inefficient 
ministries which incur 
unnecessary expenditure. It is 
regrettable'that superfluous 
portfolios are often created 
to accommodate more 
Ministers. How does one 
explain such expansion? 

Jitu Chanemai 

Iffrhat 

OLYMPIC DEBACLE 

India returned from the 
Barcelona Olympics without 
a medal. That was shameful. 
While a small country like 


Morocco acquired a gold 
medal, India with a huge 
population of over 86 crore 
failed to bag even a bronze. 

After each Olympics the 
whole country bursts into a 
wave offniitless criticism. 
Such criticism comes to an 
end very soon and when 
another international event 
commences, the same cycle is 
repeated. 

In India, there is no lack 
of talent. What we lack is 
scientific training, modem 
facilitiei and technical 
know-how. There is also lack 
of a sports culture in the 
country. Many parents think 
games and sports are a waste 
of time. They burden their 
cliildren with more and more 
books. As far as employment 
is concerned, job insecurity 
prevents one from adopting 
games and sports as a career. 

If India has to win , 
medals, parents should 
change their basic attitudes. 
The Government must 
sponsor a Sports Revolution 
like the Green Revolution in 
some regions in India. 

Kumar IVfishra 
Jamal pur 

CM FEATURES 

Thank you very much 
for your 'Personality 
Development' feature. The 
advice "Waste no time in 
regrets, start again" has 
changed my outlook and 
attitude. I shall be the gainer 
in future also. I believe that 
there are many readers who 
agree with me. The CM. 
always fulfils the demands 
of readers. 

Manik Ghosh 

Naihati 

Your magazine is 
growing more and more 
informative with every issue. 
It is immensely usefuf in the 
preparation for Banking 
Examinations; in fact for 
almost ail the competitive 
examinations held nowadays. 

Bijendra Kumar 

llazartbagh 

M«y be you have recently 
appeared in any cpmpefitivc 
examination. 

We shall be grateful if you could 
send us the question papers. 
The original papers will be 
Ktumed along with the postage 
spent by you. 

Your gesture will be highly 
appiedated. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Question of 
Decorum 


IGNITY and decorum should of course be 
important aspects of both private and public 
activity; if dignity is lost, there would be little lelt on 
the credit side. Treating ant)thcr person, especially 
one who by virtue of his eminent position and high 
Status, in an undignified manner is a reflection on 
one's own sense of propriety and decorum. This 
issue has acquired great relevance in the context of 
the recent conduct of some M.l’.s and M.L.A.S who 
have flouted the rules of conduct in Parliament or a 
State Assembly and insulted the 1 lead of State, the 
President of India or the Governor, by staging a 
walk-out or raising hostile slogans during the latter's 
formal address to the House. 

The all-India conference of presiding officers of 
legislatures, held in New Delhi the other day, was 
therefore a timely bidSo check the deterioration in 
the manners of legislators. Appropriately, a 
consensus was reached on the sanctity of the Address 
delivered by the President or the State Governor. For 
the first time in the 45 years that have pa.ssed since 
independence, a resolution was adopted at a meeting 
of this type declaring that no member of a political 
party should disturb or obstruct an address being 
delivered by the President of India or by a Governor 
to a joint sitting of Parliament or a State legislature. 
The participants agreed that nothing should be done 
to lower the dignity and prestige of the President or 
Governor on such occasions. 

As a participant remarked, the President and the 
Governors symbolise the dignity of the nation and 
deserve the utmost respect. Unfortunately, the 
conduct of some over-enthusiastic legislators on such 
occasions leaves much to be desired. The general 
accord on behaviour during such addresses is 
therefore to be welcomed. How far the accord is 
implemented remains to be seen because fa) the small 
parties and groups have not accepted any such 
agreement, and (b) when the occasion comes for such 
addresses, restraint may still be found lacking among 
the legislators. Loss of temper and the trend to 
register a protest through slogans and walk-outs may 
ersist. If they do, democracy, which postulates the 
ighest regard for the executive head of State and 


presiding officers of legislatures, will receive a 
distinct setback. 

Actually, a full-fledged code of conduct for 
legislators was needed but this was precisely what 
the conference failed to evolve. Instead, the matter 
was left to the various political parties. But political 
parties have not been able to draw up and enforce a 
code of conduct for their members; in partiailar, the 
leaders have not been able to keep the over-zealous 
members in check. Every political party has 
dissidents who frequently defy directives and make 
nonsense of the rules. There have been cases of 
expulsion for indiscipline but this extreme step has 
not helped in keeping the rebels and disgruntled 
members in leash. Any step that would help ensure 
party discipline, e.specially inside the legislative 
chambers, would be heartily welcome. 

In this connection, the recent decision to establish 
an institute for training legislators in the legislative 
business should be hailed. It Ls indeetl strange that 
while every profession requires some training, that of a 
politicians and legislators .should have wholly 
untrained and even ignorant people many of whom 
tend to exploit their privileged pcisition to enrich 
theiTLselves and oblige their pals, nephews and nieces. 
Trained legislators could be expected to conduct 
themselves in the manner expecteil of responsible 
representatives of the people. Those who contend that 
every legislator should be held respon.sible as well as 
accountable to his constituents do have a point. Such 
obligation might help introduce the sorely needed 
discipline in our body politic. 

It is relevant to recall in this context What 
Jawaharlal Nehru said in a speech in Parliament on 
December 21,1955. "Each member of Parliament", he 
said, "is not only a Member for this or that area of India 
but a member for India as a whole. He represents India 
and at no lime can he afford to foiget the basic fact that 
India is more than the little comer of the country he 
represents. Unparliamentary behaviour ill-befits an 
M.P. If this fact had been recognised, our legislators 
would not liave brought ridicule upon themselves by 
behaving in an unbecoming manner in the .sovereign 
legislature. 




SPECIAL FEATURE—I 


Human Rights & Police 

Excesses 

« 


77;c lliiwn Govirnincnt'^ lUritiioii 
to !^i’t tif’ ti Unman Cominiff^ion 

u'lU he welcomed by all seetioint of 
society. Amnesty intemationat and Asia 
Walili have for years been nryin^y the 
C'^tablishment of such a body to facilitate 
the yrotection of human riylits in India. 
It is also to be noted that reports of poliee 
e.\cesses and of custodial deaths have 
been ponrin;^ in. These deaths iiiusi be 
cheeked if this countn/'s inia;^e is to be 
refurbished. 

B ASIC’ human -ights have been 
repeatedly violated in India 
and several other countries, 
causing concern to leaders of en¬ 
lightened public opinion. Under the 
Constitution, India stands committed 
to the principles of justice—social, 
political and economic. But in recent 
years the denial of basic rights to 
many people have justifiably at¬ 
tracted much adverse criticism of the 
administration. 

Like the previous administra¬ 
tions, the present Government of 
India reiterated its determination to 
ensure full protection to the people 
against those who violate tha laws of 
the land and are a party to the 
policies and processes adopted by 
misguided and overzealous 
functionaries, including the police 
and other sc'curity pt'rstznnel. Deaths 
caused by police excesses such as tor¬ 
ture arc certainly abhorrent and 
should be speedily prevented. 

Inaugurating a conference of 
Chief Ministers in Delhi on Septem¬ 
ber 14 this year to consider the 
question of human rights. Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao under¬ 
lined the urgent need for the enact¬ 
ment of legislation for setting up a 
Human Rights Commission. The 
proposed commission will facilitate 
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thetaskofsafeguardingand promot¬ 
ing human rights. One aspect of this 
question of deaths of suspects in 
police custody. 

Admittedly, there can be nothing 
more revolting and reprehensible 
than the betrayal of custodial trust by 
the guardians of law and those ap¬ 
pointed to protect individuals. The 
Prime Minister urged the authorities 
to deal such cases speedily and in an 
exemplary manner to ensure that the 
victims get positive and quick 
redress. 

He appealed to the States to 
review their existing arrangements 
for monitoring cases of alleged 
human rights violation. Referring to 
the menace of terrorism in certain 
parts of the country, Mr Rao pointexj 
out that we cannot allow a situation 
in which human rights are seen to be 
the preserve of the practitioners of 
terrorism and secessionism while 
those dealing with the menace 
courageously in extremely difficult 
circuinstances are falsely condemned 
for violation of human rights. 

The Government is conscious 
of its obligations in the matter. 
Even w'hile dealing with terrorist 
and secessionist elements wiio are 
bent on killing innocent citizens 
with impunity and indulging in 
wanton death and destruction, 
our attempt, Mr Narasimha Rao 
said, must be not to use excessive 
force or to take recourse to unlaw¬ 
ful or illegal means. The Centre 
has issued instructions repeatedly 
to give exemplary punishment to 
those who exceed their authority 
deliberately. 

Action against Security Person¬ 
nel: Even in the insurgehcy-affected 


States of Punjab and Jammu and 
Kashmir, action (including imprison¬ 
ment in a number of cases) has been 
taken against more than 230 officers 
and men of the security forces and 
investigations and prosecution are 
in progress against several others. 
But statistics arc not important. 
What is important is that we should 
all be convinced that the steps taken 
reflect the commitment and sen¬ 
sitivity of the Government and of 
.society at large to human rights. 

If, despite all preventive 
measures taken by the Govern¬ 
ment, there is a feeling within the 
country or abroad that the 
Government is not serious about 
infringements of human rights, it 
is a matter of serious concern and 
needs to be dispelled with all em¬ 
phasis at our command. The gaps 
between pronouncements and ac¬ 
tion, between legislation and its 
implementation have to be iden¬ 
tified and steps taken to act firmly 
to bridge these gaps. In this con¬ 
text, there is need for reviewing 
the existing institutional arrange¬ 
ments and to see how they could 
be strengthened. 

The establishment of a Human 
Rights Commission could be a step to 
bring into sharper focus the whole 
question of basic rights. Such a panel, 
independent of the Government and 
with transparency in its work, could 
go a long way in creating a sense of 
public confidence. Of course the role 
and functions of the Commission 
would have to be clearly demarcated. 
A Human Rights Commission would 
cut across various other institutions 
established "^nder the Constitution 
and the law. It would be concerned 
intimately with areas of activity 
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which are within the jurisdiction of 
the State governments. 

Parliament and State legislatures 
in India are stated to be vigilant 
regarding human rights violations. 
The official claim is that this has 
helped immensely in creating public 
awareness of the matter, apart from 
ensuring that prompt action is taken 
against those guilty of committing 
such excc'sses Irue, the country has 
an independent, vigilant Press which 
has always acted as a watchdog for 
the protection of individual rights 
and freedoms. Discussions on viola¬ 
tions of human rights are primarily 
based on pronouncements on the 
judiciary and reports in the I’ress. 

The Founding Fathers of the In¬ 
dian Republic were very keen on 
makmg full provisions in the Con¬ 
stitution for ensuring all basic human 
rights to the people. 

Constitutional Provisions: The 
chapter on Fundamental Rights in 
the Constitution is the most exhaus¬ 
tive as compared to corresponding 
provisions in the Constitutions of 
other countries. Rights, it has been 
stated by experts, are the ground¬ 
work of the State. They constitute the 
quality which imparts to them—and 
to the authority concerned—a moral 
character. These rights are essential 
for the good life, as essential as light 
and air, food and clothing are for 
human existence. 

Man has struggled for his rights 
since the dawn of history against 
autiKrats and tyrants. At numerous 
places he still continues to struggle 
not only for their due recognition but 
also to make them inviolable under 
all conditions so as to ensure full en¬ 
joyment of his liberty. The problem of 
demwracy is, in every sense, a prob¬ 
lem of liberty; the success or failure of 
a democratic government depends 
largely on the extent to which civil 
liberties are enjoyed by the people in 
general. 

The Fundamental Rights are, in 
effect, a declaration of the fact that 
certain elementary rights of the in¬ 
dividual must not be subject to the 
vagaries of the shifting legislative 
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majorities. The Rights provided in 
the Indian Constitution include the 
frc'edom of speech, religion, assemb¬ 
ly, cultural and educational rights, 
equality before the law, etc. TTiese 
privileges are binding on the Union 
Government, the State governments 
as also the local bodies. Of course 
absolute or unrestricted rights are not 
possible. But only reasonable restric¬ 
tions as arc in the interest of the com¬ 
mon good are permissible. 

According to the sponsors of the 
I Francisco Conference which drew up 
: the Charter of the United Nations 
after the end of World War II, one 
purpose of establishing the world or¬ 
ganisation was to achieve interna¬ 
tional cooperation in promoting and 
encouraging respect for human 
rights and for the fundamental 
freedoms for all, without distinction 
of race, sex, language or religion (Ar¬ 
ticle 1 of the U.N. Charter). 

The task of drawing up a dec¬ 
laration of general principles and 
a treaty containing binding 
obligations was entrusted to the 
United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights. The Declaration 
prepared by the Commission 
recognised both civil and political 
rights of the people. It is undeni¬ 
able that States which do not 
recognise basic human rights or 
deny them to their citizens are, 
sooner or later, bound to find 
themselves heading towards 
political and social unrest. Condi¬ 
tions have to be created which 
allow for full development and 
unrestricted use of human intel¬ 
ligence and capabilities so that 
man should be able to satisfy his 
physical and spiritual needs and 
also seek fulfilment in other ways. 
Until this is ensured, strife and 
conflict will continue to smoulder, 
and lasting peace will remain a 
dream. 

Amnesty and the Militants: 
Amnesty International—the Lon¬ 
don-based organisation which 
focusses attention on violations of 
human rights around the world— 
has been doing commendable 
work. However, its reports on the 


state of human rights in India are 
often biassed and based on incom¬ 
plete reports. While it is true that 
there have been some violations of 
human rights in this country, by and 
large the Union Government's record 
in this respect is not one to be 
ashamed of, especially because of the 
difficult law and order situation in J 
& K, Punjab and Assam. 

Lately, Amnesty International, in 
recognition of the complex factors 
and challenges ii> this country, has 
modified its tone. 

While campaigning this year 
against alleged cusUxiial violence in 
India, Amnesty International says it 
will also focus on violence by 
militants against innwent civilians in 
areas of insurgency, "We are going to 
make much more effort to actively 
pressurise the leadership, member¬ 
ship and supporters of (armed) op¬ 
position groups in the areas of 
insurgency in India", an Amnesty 
spokesman indicated. 

Releasing an account of Indian 
authorities' "atrocities" on 
detainees, the spokesman acknow¬ 
ledged that the agency's reporting 
tended to be "lopsided" in so far as 
It does not have much information 
on terrorist violence. Amnesty in¬ 
tends to use "third country" ap¬ 
proach in its campaign against 
police treatment of suspects in 
India, but it has stopped short of 
naming Pakistan as a possible tar¬ 
get. The campaign, aimed mainly 
against Indian police and army 
atrocities, will probably employ the 
approach that involves asking a 
"third country" to influence insur¬ 
gents in the country in question. 

Amnesty recently decided to 
focus on abuses by armed opposition 
groups as well as the Government. 
"Our membership has said to us that 
in the coming two or three years you 
need to figure out a way of effectively 
acting against violations by opposi¬ 
tion groups." The "opposition 
groups" mentioned in the report 
mean the militants and terrorists, not 
the legislators and other members of 
non-Cemgress parties in India. 
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- SPECIAL FUTURE—II - 

Govt, by Committees 


The fiiiictionni;^ of indiii's Parlia¬ 
ment at present /s most unsatisfactory. 
Much time is leastcd in scoring 
propa;funiUi points by politiLians Im¬ 
portant siibjeit iiit hiding the annual 
Hiid^fet, do not recewe adequate atten¬ 
tion. There is need to reform the system. 

A pian ti)r radical reorganisa¬ 
tion of India's parliamentary 
system was announced on the 
last day of the Lok Sabha monsoon 
session this year. The Minister of 
State for Parliamentary Affairs, Mr 
P.R. Kumaramangalam, stated that 
from the next session, after the adop¬ 
tion by the Lok Sabha of the rept)rt of 
the Committee on Rules, Parliament 
would function according to the 
Committee System. The Rajya Sabha 
has already adopted the report which 
authorises the setting up of such 
committees. 

This marks a major departure 
from the British conventions followed 
hitherto. The adoption, instead, of the 
American system of parliamentary 
functioning through House Commit¬ 
tees pmmises to change the very na¬ 
ture of parliamentary demtKracy in 
India. The new system is intended to 
make Parliament "more effective and 
accountable". 

The manner in which Parliament 
has functioned upto now, largely 
through debates and discussions car¬ 
ried out in the full House, has led to 
many important issues being denied 
full discussion on account of shortage 
of time. Por instance, routinely tor the 
last several years, the discussions on 
the budgetary demands of important 
ministries have been guillotined and 
closure has been applied to discu.s- 
sions on other vital matters also. This 
does not do justice to the parliamen¬ 
tary system of control over the ad¬ 
ministration. 

Further, the usual low atten¬ 
dance during discu.ssions on impor¬ 


tant matters brings no credit to the 
elected representatives of the people. 
An alternative methixl which would 
be based on intensive parliamentary 
functioning, in addition to its overall 
extensive control, was urgently 
called for. Parliament has now 
responded to that need by agreeing to 
the setting up of committees to con¬ 
sider demands for grants of mini¬ 
stries and various bills, examine 
major and impn^rtant policies, discuss 
annual reports of ministries and the 
reports on implementation of policies 
and deliberate on any other matter 
referred to a specific committee by 
the Speaker. 

Parliamentary Committees: In 
1 nd ia, as elsewhere, the work done by 
Parliament is varied in nature and 
considerable in volume. The time at 
its disposal is limited. It cannot, 
therefore, give close consideration to 
all the legislative and other matters 
that come up before it. So, a good deal 
of its business is transacted in the 
committees. Both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment have a similar committee struc¬ 
ture, with a few exceptions. Their 
appointment, terms of office, func¬ 
tions and procedure for conducting 
their business, are also similar and 
are regulated under the provisions of 
the Rules made by the two Houses 
under Article 118(1) of the Constitu¬ 
tion. 

Broadly, Parliamentary Commit¬ 
tees are of two kinds—Standing 
Committees and ad hoc committees. 
The former are elected or appointed 
every year, or pericKlically, and their 
work goes on, more or less, on a con¬ 
tinuous basis. The latter arc ap¬ 
pointed on an ad hoc basis as ne^ 
arise.s, and they cease to exist as soon 
as they complete the task assimed to 
them and have submitted their 
reports. 

Among the Standing Commit¬ 
tees, the three financial commit¬ 


tees—the Committees on Estimates, 
Public Accounts and Public Under- 
taking.s—constitute a distinct group 
and they ki'ep vigil over governmen¬ 
tal spending andTOrformance. While 
members of the Ttajya Sabha are as¬ 
sociated with the Committees on 
Public Accounts and Public Under¬ 
takings, the members of the Commit¬ 
tee on Estimates are drawn entirely 
from the I,ok Sabha. 

The Estimates Committee 
reports on what economics, improve¬ 
ments in organisation, efficiency or 
administrative reform consistent 
with the policy underlying the es¬ 
timates may be effected. It also ex¬ 
amines whether the money is well 
laid out within the limits of the policy 
implied in the estimates and suggests 
the form in which estimates shall be 
presented to Parhament. 

The Public Accounts Committee 
scrutinises the Appropriation and 
Finance Accounts or the Government 
and the reports of the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General. It ensures that 
public money is spent in accordance 
with Parliament's decision and calls 
attention to cases of waste, ex¬ 
travagance, loss or nugatory expen¬ 
diture. 

The Committees on Public Un¬ 
dertakings examines the reports and 
accounts of certain specified public 
undertakings and reports of the 
Comptroller and Auditor-General. It 
also examines whether the public un¬ 
dertakings are being run efficiently 
and managed in accordance with 
sound business principles and pru¬ 
dent commercial practices. These 
committees gather information 
through questionnaires, memoranda 
from representative non-official or¬ 
ganisations and knowledgeable in¬ 
dividuals, on-the-spot studies of 
organisations and oral examination 
of non-official and official witnesses. 
Between them the financial commit- 
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tei's> oxamint* and report on a tairly 
large area o( the multifarious 
govomniental activities at the ( entre. 

"Action Taken" Reports: I he 
committees liav'e adetpi.ile proce¬ 
dures to ensure that tlieir rectnnmen- 
dations are given due consideration 
by tiu' Government. The progress in 
the implemenlalit)n ol the recom¬ 
mendations as well as any un¬ 
rest)! ved tlifferences betw'een the 
committees and the Government are 
set out in Action Taken Reports' 
which are presented to the Ikmse 
frtim lime to time. It must be ad- 
mitleil that the follow up and im¬ 
plementation of various assurances 
are generally unsatistaclorv. 

Other Standing C'ommillees in 
each I louse are: The C ommittee on 
I’etititnis examines petitions on Bills 
and on matters of general public in¬ 
terest and also entertains repre¬ 
sentations on matters concerning 
Central subjects. The Gortinuttee on 
Privileges examines any cjuestion of 
prix'ilege referred to it by the I louse 
or the Speaker/C hairman. The Com¬ 
mittee on Government Assurances 
keeps track of all the assurances, 
promises, undertakings, etc, given by 
Ministers m the House and is sup¬ 
posed to pursues them till they are 
implemented. 

The Committee on Subordinate 
Legislation scrutinises and reports to 
the House whether the powers to 
make regulations, rules, sub-rules, 
bye-laws, etc., conferred by the C'on- 
stitution or statutes, are being 
properly exercised by the authorities 
so authorised. The Committee on 
papers laid on the Table examines all 
the papers laid on the Table of the 
House by Ministers, other than 
statutory notifications and orders to 
see whether there has been com¬ 
pliance with the provisions of the 
Constitution Act, rule or regulation 
under which the paper has been laid. 
'The Businc'ss Advisory Committee 
recommends the allcKalion of time 
for items of government and other 
business to be brought before the 
I louse. 

The Committee on Absence of 
members from the sittings of the 
1 louse of l.ok Sabha considers all ap¬ 


plications from members for leave of 
absence from the sittings of the 
t louse. 

The Committee on the Welfare of 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, on which members from both 
Houses serve, considers all matters 
relating to the welfare of the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes which come within the pur¬ 
view of the Union Government and 
keeps a watch on whether the con¬ 
stitutional s.ileguards in respect of 
these classes are properly imple- 
menkxl. 

Besides, there are the Joint Com¬ 
mittee on Salaries and Allowances of 
M.l’.s, the joint C’ommittee on offices 
of profit which examines the com¬ 
position and character of the commit¬ 
tees and other bodies appointed by 
the CiMitral and State governments 
and recommends what offices ought 
to disqualify a person tor being 
chosi'n as a member of either 1 louse. 

There are alsu some other com¬ 
mittees, such as Select or Joint Com¬ 
mittees on Bills. The privedure to be 
followed by them is laid down by the 
l .ok S<ibha Speaker or Chairman ot 
the Upper House, joint Parliamen¬ 
tary Committees are also appoinUx.1 
to go into spcx'ific matters. 1 he latest 
ex.imples are the jPC on the Bofors 
gun issue, and in August, 1992, of the 
Committee to probe the bank 
securities scam. 

Flaws in Proposed System: The 
Parliamentary Rules Committee has 
recommended the setting up of 10 
departmentally related Standing 
Committees. The proposal, if 
adopted, will have far-reaching con¬ 
sequences for the functioning of par¬ 
liamentary government in India. The 
Opposition M.P.s have been pressing 
for this system since 1967. They held 
that the sotting up of these commit¬ 
tees, with powers to examine wit¬ 
nesses and call for papers, w'ould 
help make responsible government a 
reality. The Congress Government, 
however, rejected this demand. It 
claimed that the innovation would 
result in Parliament's interference in 
matters which rightfully belong to 
the Kxeculive. Instead, toothless Con¬ 
sultative Committees wore estab¬ 


lished. Over these the Ministers 
presided. 

A bi'ginning Uiwards mix.'ting the 
old demand had been made .some 
years ago by establishing three sub¬ 
ject Committees on agriculture, 
science and tcxrhnology, and environ¬ 
ment and forests. But other large 
areas of governmental activity 
remain outside the system of these 
Subject Committet's. The new scheme 
of Standing Committevs will cover 
the entire governmental activity. 

The Standing Committees, it is 
propt)stxl, should, inirralia, consider 
(/) the demands tor grants of the con¬ 
cerned ministries and make a report 
to the Lok Sabha within a period of 
one month, f//) such Bills or other 
matters pertaining to the concerntxl 
ministries as are referred lo it bv the 
Speaker. 

The Committees are to be 
nominattxl by the Speaker and not 
elcxied. The chairman, too, is to be 
appointi'd by the Speaker. The term 
of office of membefs will be only one 
year. This is Uh) short a period for 
M.P.s to tunction effectively. So the 
term should be extended to tw'o 
years. 

Under the proposal the 1 louse is 
to be adjourned alter the general dis¬ 
cussion on the budget for a month 
and it is during this recess that the 
committees will be doing their work. 
This means that there will be no sif¬ 
tings of Parliament, no Question 
Hour, no calling attention notices, 
and no discussion of Zero Hour mis¬ 
cellaneous notices and motions. 

Besides, the existing staff of Par¬ 
liament is neither adequate nor suffi¬ 
ciently trained to provide secretarial 
assistance and expertise to these com¬ 
mittees. It is true that the committees 
can "avail of expert opinion" from 
outside. But this is no substitute for 
trained staff. 

To sum up, the whole Ctincept of 
functioning through committees is 
sound and practicable, but the suc¬ 
cess of the scheme will depend on the 
extent of ^dependence they are per¬ 
mitted and the competence of the ex¬ 
ports and assistants provided to 
them. 
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ARTICLE 


Chelliah Committee Report: 

Restructuring Fiscai Management in India 


The f)rc<<i'iit ludhin tnxntion 
/w.s biVii iksi^^iwd to ncitinv the twin 
ohjirtivc of inobilf'in;i nvcniwi ami cii- 
•>111 /)/x Micm/ /(V in the societ 1 / Sun e 
imiepentieme onnoni'iluin;^e!- hiwe been 
iniorporateil in the si/f-letn in n piece- 
meal nianiier but no •^ei ioim efforts had 
been made to lemnip the entire fi'>>cal 
nianas^einent in '>neli a manner to make 
it eoinpatible with present day ohicctirec 
of yrowtii, invei-tnient and broadened tax 
ba‘ie the ,‘iiiidin;i principle^’ in Indiah 
fi^-tiil management have laeked orienta¬ 
tion to tiw^e objectiiiei:. The ta\ lollet- 
tion and enforeement •^ip^tem has hrii 
marred with rampant corruption and in¬ 
built inctficienri/. Indirect taxation syy- 
teni on the other hand w ob'iolete, 
ineffective and offers a lot of loop-holes to 
lacilitate evasion, the revenue collec¬ 
tion from taxes mainly Vanks upon ex¬ 
cise and import duties. The tax-payeis 
dread every biid;fet apprehending addi¬ 
tional ta.x doses as at piesent there is no 
loiiff-teini policy in this leeward 

Realizing the above short comings 
in India's tax stmeture, the Covt of 
India appointed five-menibei liic{li 
poweied expeit toniniiltee under the 
Cliaiimaiiship of Dr Raia f. Chelliah on 
August 29, 1991 to make recommenda¬ 
tions for making the tax system elastic, 
broad-based and efficient The Commit¬ 
tee loas also asked to sii}^gest measures 
recfiiired for simplifying; the existiii;; 
laws and re;;nlntions to ensure bellet 
c ompliance and enfonenient of taxes. 

Interim Recommendations 

HE Commiltee siibmiltcd its in¬ 
terim report in IDt'cember 1991 
and some of the recommendations 
were incorporated in the Union 
Budget for 1992-93 with minor 
amendments. The recommendations 
in the interim report for broadening 
the base of direct taxes included in¬ 
creasing the income tax exemption 
limit and scrapping of some of the 


benefits given under Sections 80- 
CCA and HO-CC’B of the Income Tax 
Act. The committee had also sug¬ 
gested withdrawal of concessions 
under Sections .35-C'CA, 3‘vCCB and 
35-AC for making donations to as¬ 
sociations and institutions carrying 
out rural development or any project 
for promohng soaal and economic 
welfare. The committee further sug¬ 
gested kwping only three slabs in 
pt'Tsonal taxation and rivommended 
the reduction in the maximum rate of 
perstmal income tax from 56'X to 
45';C This progressive element has 
been kept on the presumption lliat 
lower tax rates are much more 
rewarding than tlie higher om-s. In 
addition, a new concept of presump¬ 
tive tax on small traders and 
businessmen would certainly 
broaden the existing base of direct 
taxation. In the field of indirect taxes, 
the committee had recommended 
reduction of excise duty slabs to two 
or three and to bring services and 


additional commodities within the 
extended excise system. The panel 
also recommended simplification of 
law and procedure {.lertaining to ex¬ 
cise duties. 

Final Report 

HE final a'port was submitted by 
Chelliah I’ancl on August 25, 
1992. The report, which is expec'ted to 
form basis of Union Budget for 1993- 
94 , has suggested wide-ranging 
measures to broaden the tax-base, 
and to revamp the entire system of 
indirect taxes. The committee has 
also incorporated many of the .sug¬ 
gestions made by the World Bank in 
its report on fiscal polity of India. 

One of the main meommenda- 
tions is on corporate taxation. It was 
realised by the Committee that in 
India there is double taxation in the 
corporate sector, first at the corporate 
level and second at the time of pay¬ 
ment of divident. Further full in¬ 
tegration of corporate taxation was 


Terms of Reference 


(a) Suggest ways of improving 
elasticity of revenues from both 
direct and indirect taxes and in¬ 
creasing the share of direct taxes as 
proportion of total tax revenues and 
theC.DP. 

(b) Suggc'st measures to make 
tax-system fairer ttnd broad-based 
with ncve.ssary ratL*-adjuslments in 
the field ot commixiity and personal 
taxation. 

{() Rationalise the system of 
direct taxes with a view to removing 
anomalies, improving equity and 
sustaining ec'onomic incentives. 

id) Identifying new areas of 
taxation. 

ie) Suggest ways of improving 
compliance of direct taxes and 


strengthening enforcement. 

if) Simplify and rationalise the 
cusmms tariff with a view to reduc¬ 
ing the multiplicity and dispersion 
of taxes and to eliminate unneccs- 
sar\' exemptions. 

(y) Suggest raluction in level of 
tariff rale's keeping in view the need 
tor mobilising resources to facilitate 
fiscal adjustment with the objective 
of improving international competi- 
tivene.ss 

ill) Simplify and rationalise the 
structure of excise duties for better 
tax compliance and administration. 

(/) Recommend scope of ex¬ 
tending the MODVAT Scheme 

, (/) Any other related or in¬ 

cidental matter. 
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fraught with insurmountable practi¬ 
cal aifficulties. To compensate the 
corporate sector tor this double taxa¬ 
tion, the f’anel recommended reduc¬ 
ing the upper limit of corporate tax 
from existing SI 75'« to fS'/, in l^W.l- 
94 by abolishing of surcharge and to 
40% by I994-9S. The reduced tax 
would directly iiu reuse fhecorpt)rate 
profits thereby increasing the inves- 
tible surplus m the hands of Com¬ 
panies The proposal is also in 
consonance with the promise made 
by the Finance Minister to bring the 
Corporate taxation at par with other 
countries The measure, on one hand, 
would attract more foreign capital 
and on the other, would make Indian 
Companies more competitive for ex¬ 
port promotion as well as for import 
substitution. 

Connected with the Corporate 
tax is the suggestion regarding 
depreciation allowance. With the I 
reduced Corporate tax, the Panel has ' 
suggested that it is reasonable to ' 
maintain the depreciation allowance , 
at the present level of 2'i‘;. The r.ite of 
33.1V( suggested by Fconomic Ad¬ 
ministration Reforms Commission | 
(EARC), did not find tavoiir with the ' 
Committee, as the rate of 25% 
depreciation allowance would help a ' 
business enterprise to recoup the ' 
total cost of asset within a period ot ^ 
about 5.5 years. 

I 

A landmark recommendations | 
pertaining to dirtx t taxes is the sug¬ 
gestion to tax the agricultural income 
ot non-agriculturists exceeding Rs 
25,(XXt. The issue ot agricultural taxa¬ 
tion is very sensitive and has been 
debated upon at various levels. Till 
now no government had the political 
courage to venture into this area ot 
taxation. Reiommendations of Chel- 
liah Panel in this regard are a wel¬ 
come step. This would increase the 
fax revenues of the goveniment by 
broadening the tax base and will go a j 
long way in plugging a major | 
kxjphole in the Income Tax Act. As 
expected this recommendation has 
attracted sharp criticism from a par¬ 
ticular section of society including 
the Union Agriculture Minister Mr 
Balram jakhar. But then, there is 
another school of thought which 
believes that the suggestion would 


not broaden the tax base to the 
I desired extent and rather than confin- 
I ing to non-agriculturists, the Com- 
I mittee should have included all rich 
I farmers within the ambit ot this 
I recommendation. 

i In addition, a host of recommen¬ 
dations have bec'ii made in the direct 
taxes to cover the aspects of problems 
relating to tax, grievance redressal, 
j tax-payers' education, problems of 
I administration, summary assess- 
I inents, scrutiny assessment, tax 
payers' information system, procc'- 
I dures, prosecution and internal mat- 
' tors pertaining to appointment and 
promotion ol the officers of income 
tax. The Panel has specifically dealt 
with the aspect of inherent corrup¬ 
tion and has recommended a variety 
of measures to counter the cornipt 
practices and public harassment. 
The Committee has recom¬ 
mended that insteact ot resorting 
to excessive raids and seizures, 
the information system should 
be strengthened. It has further 
recommended that the present sys¬ 
tem of allotting Permanent Account 
Numbers (I’AN) to the income tax 
payers should be replaced by Tax 
I’ayers' Identification number (TIN) 
system. Every trader/businessman 
registered in towns and cities and all 
taxi/biis/truck owners must be 
given a TIN so that tax payment com¬ 
pliance is ensured and the tax base is 
widencxl considerably. 

A very important and pragmatic 
recommendation has been made in 
respect of indiivct taxation. Acknow¬ 
ledging the superiority of Value 
Added Tax (VAT) over indirect tax 
system, the VAT has been recom- 
' mended to substitute present system. 

I VAF has the advantage of minimising 
the administrative delays and inter¬ 
ferences, is simple in administration 
and is difficult to evade. Moreover, 
VAT ensures that there is no double 
taxation, thereby ruling out the pos¬ 
sibility of escalation of prices on this 
account. Such a system has extended 
tax coverage and it needs lesser en¬ 
forcement machinery. Though the 
Committee has not explicitly recom¬ 
mended abolition of the Sales tax by 
the States, yet the concept of VAT can 


be stretched to that extent. If such a 
decision is taken by the govern¬ 
ment, the matter may have to be 
referred to the Finance Commission 
as it would then need a different 
formula for sharing of VAT 
proceeds. But if the VAT rates are to 
be brought down to the recom- 
mendt'd level of 10 to 20%, the tax 
base would need further widening 
tor achieving the desired level of tax 
revenue earnings. 

Chelliah Panel Report is thus a 
1 land-mark in the field ot tax-reforms 
' in India. Wide-ranging recommenda- 
I tions have been made to revamp the 
income tax, exi ise and l ustom duties. 

' T he committee has not confim>d itself 
I to recommend revamping of the tax- 
i structure only, but has made 
! recommendations covering the 
I entire fiscal management in the 
country Some significant feug- 
gestions have been made to 
plug the loopholes in the tax 
enforcement and compliance, to 
reduce the rampant corrupt practices 
in these departmenfs and to cleanse 
the overall administration in the tax 
departments. A very bold and 
significant recommendation is 
that political interferente in 
postings on so-called 'lucrative' 
posts must be stopped forthwith 
and the officers with proven 
honesty should be posted on 
such posts The committee's 
recommendation that tax 
departmental heads should dis¬ 
cretely prepare a list of corrupt 
officers and take desired action 
against them is also laudable. 

Chelliah Committee recommen¬ 
dations, are in conformity with the 
new-economic policy of liberalisa¬ 
tion, encouraging private investment 
and attracting more foreign invest¬ 
ment and will supplement the 
economic reforms of the Govern¬ 
ment. Unlike most of other reports 
submitted by various Panels and 
Committees, it appears that this par¬ 
ticular report will not lick dust in of¬ 
ficial corridors. Most of the 
provisions of this report are likely to 
form basis df restructuring of the lax- 
system in the Union budget for 1993- 
94. 
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for Success in Competitions 

Most people use only 10% 


Remember more in less time. Improve your concentration. Read faster. 

Gel more marks In exams. Develop self-confidence for interviews. Avoid mistakes. 



Y our mind Is veiy veiy powerful. 

You may not know U. But it Is true. 
Scientists and yogis both say that most 
people use only 10% of their mind pouwr. 
That upto 90% of the mind power remains 
hidden and unused. 

Memory Secrets 

Without revision, we forget 82% in 24 
hours. Wc remember only 18%^after 24 hours. 

As time passes without revision, we 
remember less and less. After one month we 
remember only 5% or less. 

Most people attend classes or make notes, 
but they do not revise enough, so they waste 
their hard work. 

As the first benefit from reading this ar¬ 
ticle, start to revise everything tociay. And 
you will be surprised with the Mnefifs. 

As you cxmtmue to read this article/adver- 
tisement/uify, you will start to understand that 
you can easily usg more mind power and get 
success. 

Scientific research has proven that we 
should not study continuously for long time. 
But, for better memory, we should lake rest. 
You will learn what to do during rest to get 
maximum benefit from it-to relax you, to 
change your brain waves, and to put you in a 
"learning stale” for faster learning. 

My name is Ra) Bapna. Thousand.s and 
thousands of people from every corner of 
India arc benefiting from my famous power¬ 
ful course "Raj Bapna's Mind Power Study 
rechniques". 

This 224-paec course Ls printed on good quality 
paper and beautifully bound in one volume 

Not for Everyone 

This course is not for those persons who want to 
f>el success by magic It is also not for those persons 
who want to get success without sincere work. 

But, it is for that ambitious person who studies 
average or more, and who really wants Ur get success. 


just as a strong foundation will help you build a 
good building, my cowise will hd/) you make the Irest 
use of your sludy/coachiitg to get success. 

Read Faster to Save Time 

Hve^one can learn to read and understand 300 
words. Sob words or more words per minute. But, 
many of us read only about tOO words per minute. 

You will learn my easy Finger Technique in 30 
minutes that will prove to you that you can double 
your reading speed. Ot even triple it. When you 
start to read taster, your concentration will improve 
and you will revise more in less time 

Your Success Depends on 
Thass 9 Succaas Factors 

1. Your intelligence, memory, concentration 

2. Your aims 3. Time you spend to achieve aims 
4. Effidency S. Avoiding big mistakes 6. Health 
7. Knowing that you can get much more success than 
you currenth' do 8. Writing, interview, speech tech¬ 
niques 9. Exam-techniques 

And my coursehdps you improve in these factors. 

COURSE CONTENTS 

Learn my techniques In these chapters so you can 
be sure to stay ahead of others in con^etitions. 

1. team 2 mind power study techniques in one 
hour and quickly Improve your study effidency 

2. Exam secrets for getting more marks:- Do not 
eat ^t before an exam. How do examiners correct 
answer papers, and how to use this knowledge to get 
moremala. For two types ofquestions,you Can even 
fool the examiner, would you, like fo liy mega- 
vilamins to itK-reme your mtdllgerrce temporarily 
duriiw^exam-days. 4 more topics 

3. Kead Caster and understand better Under¬ 
standing and laUftg care of your eyes. Experience 
your mind power as a magnet. 3 more topks 

I.H 0 W to improve your memowfnasuiprisiire- 

ly etn^ way ;- Systematic RevEilon and Daily 


Newspapprs/Magazines aay... 

•"Simple effeebve end practical tediniques 
to improve overall intelligence and mind 
power... Even average student can easily 
understand." -TIrim Of btdia 

•"Powerful, practical and easy. It will help 
all students, bank officials and others ap¬ 
pearing for tests, exams, and interviews. 

-%dl<n Banks’ ftisoelaiion (IBA BuHalln) 
•"It has many techniques to increase your 
mind power quickly.’’ -Anand Bazar Patrika 
•"Good for incrcasiiw your mind power. 
Useful for students.*^ -Bombay Saniachar 
•"It teaches how to succeed in exams and 
life-struggle.” -Malayala Manorama 

•"It has many important suggestions...inter- 
esling, educational...may help wake up 
hidden powers in you.” •41a)Mthan Patrllia 

What Readers Say 

•'Unbelievably, i improved my reading speed 
from 75 to 20u words per minute. My son (class 
4) intproved his memoiy. He also ImprovM his 
reading speed from 45 to 100.' 

■Prat M Bhamagar. ikiD, Foimarly in USA 
•'Excellent course.. it has changed my life style. 
Increased nw reading from 86 lo 303 ivords per 
minutes in o days and strengthened my dream 
of success.' 

-Dr Ratnakar Saiioo. S C B Medical College Onssa 
•'f topped the DAV College Chandigarh. I in¬ 
creased my reading speed from 303 to 1000 
words.' -Sanjeev Dodl, Pandikula, Haiyana 

•'In one hour my readiiig speed increased from 
234 to 514 words per minutes. And lo 934 in 10 
days.' 

-Jeetendra Shakya, Nepal AMHEacc-B student, Madias. 
•'Very usehil for my B Sc and ICWA examina¬ 
tions Within a siiiglc day, 1 increased my read¬ 
ing speed from 27s^lo 45." words per minutes.' 

■S Jayaprakash, akidenl ot It^A Mtdraa (Tami Nadu) 
•'increased myreading from t00to3.50in2days.' 
-Shaahi KanlSinoh. CoMputer Engineer, Dehradun (U P) 

Author’s Bio-Data 

•B E, BITS Pllani. M Tech, HT Khar^pur. NTS 
scholar. Rank 5 in High .School Rei Board. 
•World-famous author. Published 3 books in 
USA including best selling book ''fkicks of MS- 
DOS Masters , 721 pages, B7.95. 

•Increased my read ing sp^ from 72 words to as 
fast as 1037 words per minute. 

•First engineerirffi fob paid only Rs 1000 per 
MONTH. Finally, earned (Rs 1500) per 
HOUR in USA as computer expert and writer. 

• At the peak of success. I left USA & relumed lo 
Indialosharcmy mind poiverstudy techniques. 
•Expert in computers, mind power, and study 
techniques. Was a member of the Society (ot 
Accelerated Learnirtg & Teaching, USA. 

•Learnt French, Sanskrit, Karate, Breaking 
wooden board, many Meditations etc. 


S topics 11. Some major misUkei iA exam-days and 
how to avoid them :• 3 topics 

12. New research bibraln science shows that you 
are more capable than you think:- S topirs 
13.32 Important questions and answers 

I L43«t A Big Chanc*. But You... 

I made a serious mistake when 1 wanted to take 
the best course for IIT entrance. I could pay Me price 
Rs350, but I was not aerie if the course would rmlly 
hdpme. So.Idid not order guicUy. After waiting for 
3 months,' 1 arderrai the oourse. The good course 
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Equality of Opportunity Exists 
Only in Official Documents 


(I In^ lofn i((?s III lilt 

A A O H IL I Miiiiiiuilioii I' 1 ^) 21 

Vc ih llltk lilt l/lllll I M-l /(»; /oil^' III 

till uutN (>/ iiiiiil iiiiil jithkilif iiiiil nil 

i]iiiilili/ 

fnwahiirlnl Nehru 

lii C onstitution ot Indi.i ^ti<ii.in 
toi's oipiolitv of st.Uus and opf.x>r 
kimtv to all Undouhtfdlv wo luui* 
oniM)l tlie liiiest C (institutions in tlic 
woild that promisos to tariv out tlu 
plodgos hold out to millions and mil 
lions crv mg lor sot lal jiistuo oquahtv 
ot opportuintv and iiilo ot law Hut 
still v\o aio m siuh a nuss that is 
k;ottin^ moroai\d moio miiik\ 

With noail\ Ihiitv pti ttnl 
population luingbolou tin povtrU 
lino and louphlv tittv ptr tout ot tho 
world s ilhtoratos sweating and 
swoaimg 111 liolds and tattoiios of 
India, wo are a voritahlo land ot 
bloated beli\s and begging bowls 
I \en altei moiothan tourdttadosot 
mdepi'iideiiti, we are tiling to late 
the dilemma ot dospaii and dieams 
hate and hopes, tears and tieedom 
Ihe piiviltgtd ones tan get things 
done thuHigh their connettions but 
Oldman moilals only gettiossion 
nettions I ho sot lo-polituo 
etonomit stone m India is like a 
theatre w huh is all streams and w ild 
gestures 

hiom A\adi (Sotialistit rattern 
of Sotiely) to Mandal C ommissum, 
the goal ot athieymg a meanmglul 
sotio-etonomit equalit) and 
egalitarianism has remained a wild 
goose thase notwithstanding the 
ottasiona! re\erboiation til high- 
sounding resolutions and manifes¬ 
toes I he ground realities throw back 
a soidid star on the fair name ot India 
whore the equality ot opportuintv 
has been blatantly denied tp thild 
lalxuir, to bonded labour, to women, 
and to 'unoiganised labour The ob- 
lixtive of 'equality ot opportunity' toi 


all iirtsfvttno ot their sotial, ethnit 
oi linguistu tomposition, tontiniies 
to elude us like a distant dream 1 ho 
hairiuMiig gap betyveen woids and 
thtds ,md Iht presonte ot hydra 
htadod monster ot irksome ino 
i|ualities and alxumding atitn ilies on 
weaker setlions stau us in tho tai o to 
remind us eyory noyy .md then that 
despite pious intentions ol the 
founding Fathois ot the Indian 
( onstitution the counliy is still 
(.aught in tlu mtiactable lonliadu 
tion ot plentiful written diunnunts 
and little aition on the front ot dis 
pensmg equality of oppoitunitv to 
all 

Ctn papei all policies look excel 
lent Hut yyithout propel iinplt men 
tation, without a vadro committed to 
their honest translation into concrete 
action not much can be achicwed In 
blac k and white promises piogiam 
mes and plans appear <ittia( tue and 
make a gocul leading material Many 
a time they are stiirmg and stimulat¬ 
ing but it is then piactical shape that 
only can bring alxiutany peucptible 
reyolution in human lives 

In oftuial documents all are 
ec|ual but in reality some aie more 
equal 'lc|ualitv ot opportunity m 
the tield ot education piimary as 
yyell as highei has Iven observed 
more m its y lolation than m its execu¬ 
tion Ihechargingot Capitation fc'e, 
(since declared iiltin niii.'^ by the 
‘sLipieme Court) by Lngineer- 
mg/Me dual Colleges in some SLites 
IS an open aftront to the concept of 
equal opportunity to all in matters 
ot c’ducation 

'Lquality betoie layv' is another 
myth that has become hollow from 
inside and a constant harassment 
from outside In the courts of law, it is 
neithei equality nor law that holds 
sw ay toi most people because of inor¬ 
dinate delay and highly expensive 
dispensation of justice IX'spitesome 


heroic efforts cit conscientious social 
workers and yoluntary organisations 
that haye gone in for 'I’ublic Interest 
I itigation , the face of justice is sel¬ 
dom yisible' Hundreds of 
detenus/under trials have bevn lan¬ 
guishing in jails for years to see the 
mystery ot rule ol law explode 
belore then v c iy ey es and still no ewe 
brows aic being raised in sympathy 
with then pitiable plight Meanwhile 
well yyorcled documents on cheap 
and speedy justice' haye joined the 
silent army ol tiles m theauhiyesand 
libraries With money, muscle and 
malia powei luling the roost even 
politics has b((ome the piivate 
pieseue ol a new Icudal class I his 
dey elopment ocei the’ years goes 
against the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution which lavs down that 
contesting elec lions should be w ithin 
lhc“ leach ot all eligible Indian nation 
als 1 yen Reseryations toi cc'itain 
categoric's ot people, haye lu'lped 
only a lew and iionicallv enough 
given rise to another elite gnnip 
within those down trodden st’g 
me nls ot jiopulalion 

The widei the gap between the 
haves and have nots, the intenser is 
the Inistration among the lallci and 
more frecjuent is Ihc' occiirience ot 
class conflicts Hemal ot equal op- 
poilunities to all is not only a 
gross violation ol fundamental 
human rights but also an invita¬ 
tion to the menace ot militancy 
and sc'cessiomsm Ihe need ot the 
hour IS not another plethora of 
w'ritten deliberations and 
decisions on "tqual Opportunity" 
but a head-long plunge into the 
arena of action The writing on the 
w’all IS loo clear to be ignoied any 
longer The cup ot people's 
patience is alieady full to the brim 
and It cai* no longer digest any 
further dose ot deieliction of duty 
on the part ot 'Powers that be' 
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Corruption in the Judiciary 

Urgent Need of Correctives 


Of the Him'' vital ori^aiis of 
}(Oivnniu'iital inachincrif—Ihe execti- 
' thv, till' U’}^ii.liiture and the jndiciaiy — 
the /«>/ one is by far the most inifiortant. 
It is the guardian of the people's rights; 
ill fact the welfare of citizens greatly 
• defviids on sfKedy^td imfiartial justice. 
There is a grinoing belief that the Indian 
liidicial set-iip is becoming tainted with 
cases of corruption and similar malprac¬ 
tices. This feature highlights the vital 
role of the judiciary in a democratic 

State. 

\ 

I. Introduction 

L ord Bryce, the famou6 British 
jurist and political scientist, aptly 
said that there is no better test of the 
excellence of a government than the 
efficiency of the judicial system. In 
tact the judiciary is suppt)sed to be an 
effective guardian of the rights of the 
people. Courts are agencies for decid- 
ing disputes between individuals 
and between them and the State and 
also awards punishment to those 
found guilty of crime. 

With the emergence of the Wel¬ 
fare State the role of the judiciary has 
beaimc arduous. It is therefore of the 
utmost importance that the judiciary 
should always command a reputa¬ 
tion for integrity and impartiality of 
the highest order. It bodes ill for the 
future of any dejnocracy when 
doubts are expressed about the 
probity and integrity of individual 
judges. Such incidents bring the en¬ 
tire judiciary into disrepute apd tend 
to shake the people's amfidence in 
the country's judicial set-up. 

This is precisely what has been 
happening in India in recent months. 
The credibility of the legislature and 
the executive at present is not high; 
both these organs are kiurwn to be 
weak, inefficient and ineffective. At 
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this crucial juncture the citizens can 
look only to the judiciary for uphold¬ 
ing their rights and privileges and 
thus redress their grievances. It is all 
the more unfortunate that there 
should be doubts about the moral 
and ethical standards of some judges. 
The Indian judiciary is described by 
some critics as "corrupt" and also at 
times paftial. Many people tend to 
believe that the allegations against 
some of the judges of the High Court 
and even the Supreme Court are not 
entirely baseless. These complaints, it 
is argued, arise from several instan¬ 
ces. 

11. Concrete Cases 

t ' 

S EVERAL months ago there were 
certain allegations against two 
judges of the Bombay High Court; 
following these the cases they .were 
hearing were transferred to other 
judges. In December, 1990, a well- 
known judge of the Delhi High Court 
held that the investigation into the 
Bofors kickbacks case was "biased 
and influenced by outside agencies". 
He cited a list of supposed "il¬ 
legalities" in the procedures before 
the Special Court hearing the case.* 
He quashed the FIR, which was 
bound to affect the proceedings 
before the Swiss Courts. 

s The Supreme Court inter¬ 
vened and struck down the order 
recently. Passing severe strictures 
on the judge, the Supreme Court 
said that Jheir judicial conscience 
was shocked over the judge's 
remarks on the FIR. What shocked 
the country in the order was the 
brazen manner in which the judi¬ 
cial . process' was subverted, 
presumably to serve political 
ends. It appeared as if tlie ■ 
jud iciary had become a handmaiden 
of some top political leaders who had ‘ 

4 


vested interests in scuttling the 
Bofors'case. Some o/ the'decisions of 
the concerned Delhi High Court 
judge make a mockery of the Rule of 
Law, according to a leading commen¬ 
tator. 

Some weeks earlier, Mr 
Veerasami, the then Chief Justice of 
the Madras High Court, was ac¬ 
cused of posses.sing properties dis¬ 
proportionate to his known sources 
of income. Criminal proceedings 
were launched against him. Mr 
Veerasami claimed constitutional 
protection against criminal 
prtisecution as he was the Chief Jus¬ 
tice the;g. He challenged the launch¬ 
ing of criminal proceeding 
unsuccessfully, first in the Madras 
High Court an<J later in the 
Supreme Court which held that 
prosecution could be launched jn 
the case. The former Chief Justice 
managed to stall proceedings for 
over a decade. He certainly con¬ 
ducted himselt in a strange manner, 
unbecoming of a senior fligh Court 
judge. 

Then there i.s the case of Mr V. 
Ramaswami, who is a sitting judge 
of the Supreme Court and is alleged 
to have committed serious financial 
irregularities running into lakhs of 
rupees when he was Chief Justice of 
the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court. The auditors objected to cer¬ 
tain purchases and other expendi¬ 
ture incurred by Mr Ramaswami. 

The then Chief Justice of India, 
Mr Sc^yasachi Mul^eijee, advised 
Justice Ramaswami to abstain from 
discharging hi^ functions untO the al¬ 
legations against him wtNecleai^. A 
committee of^n^ Supreme .Court 
judges was constituted hiy the Chief 
Justice of India to go into the matter.' 
Mr Ramaswami refused hj a^mnv-, 
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ledge the jurisdiction of any commit¬ 
tee to sit in judgement over his con¬ 
duct. The committee tould not 
establish any of the charges because 
of his non-participation in the probe. 

In February, 1991, as many as 108 
members of th$ Lok Sabha 
presented a motion to the Speaker 
for removal of the judge. The mo¬ 
tion was admitted and a committee 
under the Judges inquiry Act, 1968, 
was constituOid to examine the al¬ 
legations.* Mr Ramaswami tried 
repeated^ly to stall the prtKetdings 
by resorting to litigation. He con¬ 
tinues to function as a judge of the 
Supreme Court. 

The fact that, apart trom im¬ 
peachment, which is a political act 
(considering that the Government 
has to move a motion in this mgard 
and obtain a two-thirds majority of 
the members present and voting in 
both Houses of Parliament) there is 
no authority which can take action 
against an erring judge under the ex¬ 
isting system. 

The guilty judges are a symptom 
of the deeper malaise that has lately 
affected the Indian judiciary. It would 
be* too .simplistic to say that merely 
weeding out the black sheep would 
solve the problem. After all, tln*se aa' 
not mea* ab*?rratiqns but are charac¬ 
teristic of the a>t that has appaamtly 
bc'en institutionalised in the judiciary. 
From appointments to promotions to 
day-ttvday functioning of judicial of¬ 
ficers, nothing seems to be above 
board. Judicial appointments are 
made on considerations regardless tif 
m«*rit, s^ial commitment and per¬ 
sonal Integrity. 

It suited the executive in the past, 
and suits it'even now, to pack the 
judiciary with pliant men who would 
be amenable to influence and corrup- | 
tion. The trend was startl'd by the late 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. "Packing the 
judiciary", as it is called, has become 
an effective method of subverting the 
goal of an independent judiciary. 

III. Appointment of Judges 

O NE of the possible factors that 
explain the prevalence of ir¬ 
regularities and malpractices by the 


judges is the method of their selection 
and appointment, if proper care is 
not exeiicised by the appointing 
authority right at the commencement 
of the process, occasions for regret¬ 
ting the choice may arise in due 
course but then it may be too late to 
rectify the error. In any case, removal 
of judges is a lengthy and cumbOr- 
si>me process. 

Then,' are three methods of ap¬ 
pointing judge's: (1) Election by the 
legislature, (2) election by the people, 
and (3) appointment by the Execu¬ 
tive. Election of judges by the legisla¬ 
ture is very uncommon and this 
metlnxi was discarded long ago by 
the few countries which had adopted 
it. This system gms-sly violates the 
principle of separation of powers. Be¬ 
sides, it places the judiciary at the 
mercy of the legislature, which is 
very improper and strikes at the root 
of the concept of judicial indt*- 
pendence. Eli'ction of judges by the--, 
legislature inevitably leads h) party 
candidates. It disa>unts nwrit and in¬ 
troduces, instead, ‘politics in the 
pniccss. Fairness and impartiality, so 
essential for an independent 
, judiciary, are virtually ruled out in 
this method. 

Election of judges by the people 
was first introduced in France in ac¬ 
cordance with the theory of popular 
sovereignty. It now prevails in some 
cantons ot Switzerland and in a few 
States of the p.S.A. But viewt'd from 
any angle, this method is no less ob¬ 
jectionable than eli'ction of judge's by 
the legislature. Harold Laski, the 
famous British political scientist, 
described this method as "the worst" 

Unquestionably, popularly 
elected judges, especially those who 
intend to seek re-ekvtion after a short 
‘penod, (say ^wo or three years) can 
never be impartial, honest and inde¬ 
pendent. They have to cater to 
popular wishes and have to play to 
the gallery like politicians and most 
members of a legi.slatua'. CXxrisions 
in legal cast's would not be ttiken in 
such cases on merit but just to plea.se 
one section of the people or another. 
We would then have politidans as 
judges. The whole system Would in 
fact collapse and be full of basic con¬ 


tradictions. 

So, appointment of judges by the 
Executive; is the best available 
' method. No wonder it has been 
adopted by nearly all countries of the 
world. Of course the Executive ha.s to 
take full care to ensure that only the 
honest, capable people are select^ so 
that they may riot fall victims to 
temptations and allurements. They 
have to be well paid so that they may 
no t be inclined to accept gif ts or ma ke 
money on the sly. In a society where 
airruption is fairly ctmamon, there is 
no dearth of pt'ople who would be 
ready to offer substantial sums of 
money and dffer jobs to sons or other 
relations of judges, in order to get the 
desired judicial verdict on which 
may depend their future. Unfoiv 
tunately, stime judges do fall victims 
to such temptations. It is the weak¬ 
ness for favours such as fruitful 
careers for their children and 
material comforts for themselves and 
their families that ha!) brought dis¬ 
credit to the judiciary in some cases. 

In India the recruitment to the 
subordinate courts is done through 
competitive examinations, but in the 
cast' of appointments of judges of 
higher court, the selection is made in 
accordance with the * method 
prescribed in the Constitution, 
though the formal appointing 
authority is the President. 

Article 124(2) states that every 
judge of the Supreme Court shall be 
appointed by the President by war¬ 
rant under his hand and seal, after 
consultation with such of the judges 
of the Supreme Court and of the High 
Courts in the States as the President 
may deem necessary for the purpose 
anti shall hold office until he attains 
the age of superi^nnuation. Certain 
t|ualifications are prescribed for ap¬ 
pointment as judges. 

IV. Removal of Judges 

I N all countries some provision is 
made in the Constitution for 
removal of corrupt,and inefficient 
judges. But which is the final . 
authority to decide who is corrupt or > 
otherwise unfit to hbld the distin- ' 
guished office of a High Court or | 
Suprane Court judge? T^is question j 
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has como up in recent months in 
India because of the cases of corrup¬ 
tion and other malpractices. The 
process of removal has necess.inly to 
be difficult so as to prevent the abuse 
of power and capricious actions 
Everyone agrees that if the tenure of 
a judge is to depend on the pleasure 
of a particular person or agency, indc’- 
pendence or impartiality of a judge 
cannot be ensured. , 

In Britain a )udgc can be removed 
by the King or Queen on a joint ad¬ 
dress by Parliament indicting him for 
corruption or moral turpitude. In the 

U. S.A. the judges of the Supreme 
Court can be removed by impeach¬ 
ment. The House of Representatives 
draws up the charges and the trial is 
held by the Senate. In India, before 
the attainment of Independence 
some judges were removed from of¬ 
fice by the Crown for misbehaviour 
or infirmity on a report by the Judi¬ 
cial Committee* of the Privy Council. 

In countries where the system of 
recall prevails, the integrity and inde¬ 
pendence of the judiciary has 
deteriorated; according to some ob¬ 
servers, the judges there have become 
the playthings of the people and of 
politics. 

Article 124 (1) (B) of the Indian 
Constitution stales that a judge may 
be removed.from his office m the 
manner provided in Clause (4) which 
states that "a judge of the Supreme 
Court shall not be removed from his 
office except by an order of the Presi¬ 
dent passed after an address by each 
House of Parliament, supported by a 
majority of tlie total membership of 
that House and by a majority of not 
less than two-thirds of the members 
of that House present and voting, has 
been presented to the President for 
such removal on the ground ot 
proved misbehaviour or incapacity.... 
it needs to be noted that, according to 
the verdict in the case Daphtary ivr- 
SHS Gupta, 1971, gross error of judge¬ 
ment is not regarded as 
"misbehaviour". 

V. Independence Vital 

judge is described as a blind¬ 
fold^ person who^holds the 
scales of ^stice, which he ad¬ 


ministers even handed. Since ancient 
times much sanctity Ls attached with 
the ottice of a judge. The lavfs in a 
democratic State are generally sound 
and based on ethics and a sense of 
justice between man and man. But 
unless the laws are applied and inter¬ 
preted by an upright, fully honest 
and impartial authority, the people 
cannot be sure of getting justice. 

To ensure justice it is necessary 
that the judges should be men (and 
women) of keen intellect, high legal 
ability and independence of judge¬ 
ment. If they lack integrity, probity 
and freedom of decision, the aim of 
establishing an independent 
judiciary cannot be achieved. It was 
rightly said by Bacon that there is no 
worse torture than the torture of 
laws. The independence of the 
judiciary implies that the judges 
should exercise unfettered discretion 
in the interpretation of laws and ad¬ 
ministration of justice- They should 
throughout remain uninfluenced by 
extraneous considerations in the dis¬ 
charge of their duties. 

There is no doubt that the main¬ 
tenance of the independence and im¬ 
partiality of the judiciary, in both 
letter and spirit, is the basic condition 
of tile operation ot the Rule of Uiw. 
An independent judiciary is indis- 
peixsable for popular governments, 
even those which are autwratic and 
authoritarian. It is such a judiciary 
that can protect the people against 
the arbitrary decisions and oppres¬ 
sion of people. In this process it is 
vital to protect the minorities against 
tlie tyranny of tlie majority. It is ob¬ 
vious that the judges must do every¬ 
thing possible to create confidence 
among the people in the fairness and 
impartiality of the judiciary. 

In recent weeks, •rell-informed 
Indian commentators, bearing in 
mind the cases of irregularities, in¬ 
cluding extravagance and suspected 
bribery, have posed the question: 
How can there be justice and fair play 
in a country when those yvho, 
entrusted with the high respon¬ 
sibilities of High Court or Supreme 
Court judges, are themselves not 
above boa^ and do not have a clean 
slate. A few such judges have turned 



out to be obstinate and irresponsible, 
and also impervious to the adverse 
opinion o| their own colleagues, not 
to speak of the frequent criticism in 
some top category newspapers 
which cannot be accused of prejudice 
or malice. These dignitaries seem to 
be in no mood to get their image 
mfurbished and the cloud envelop¬ 
ing them cleared. 

Arrears Delayed justice: in this 
country delays in .the disposal of the 
general public's cases, including ur¬ 
gent pleas for action and redress of 
complaints, are a major cSifse of cor¬ 
ruption; hence the expressions 
"speed money" and "palm greasing" 
to expedite disposal. The possibility 
of money-bags playing a role in get¬ 
ting expeditious justice even when 
there are lakhs of pending cases can¬ 
not be ruled out. A couple of years 
ago there was much public criticism 
of the Supreme Court's action in 
promptly hearing certain petitions 
filed by rich industrialists and other 
affluent person^ wliiJe similar pleas 
by many others wea*'kept pending. 
That led to the accusation that speedy 
justice was only for the rich. 

According to a report, in India 
over three lakh criminal cases have 
been pending for over eight years. In 
Maharashtra alone, over 1,80,000 
criminal cases have been pending for 
eight years. Every year about eight 
lakh criminal cases are filed for trial 
but only 1.5 lakh cases are disposed 
of. The rest are added to a bulging 
backlog. It is estimated that about a 
crore criminal cases are pending in 
courts in the countiy todav. AH this 
has an aggravating multiplier impact 
on both the law and order and crime 
situations. There is obviousTieed for 
total and quick change'in the police, 
in the judiciary, in the system of 
pmsecution, in the correctional sys¬ 
tem and most importantly, in the 
laws. 

VI. Judicial Accountability 

I N the context of the erosion of the 
judiciary's credibility, several 
jurists, iav^iys and intellectuals, as¬ 
sembled at a convention in New 
Delhi on July 25,1992, expressed the 
view that corrupjicm was creeping 
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into the higher courts. In the'lcnver 
courts it is believed to be far greater. 
These eminent persons urged the ap¬ 
pointment of a National' Judicial 
Commission to probe corruption 
cases and ensure Judicial account¬ 
ability. 

The proposed Judicial Commis¬ 
sion should be independent of the 
executive and the judiciary. It 
should be empowered to inves¬ 
tigate complaints against judges, 
and pronounce on them. The former 
Law Minister, Mr Shanti Bhushan, 
suggested that the permanent body 
should consist of the Chief Justice of 
India and the nominees of the Prime 
Minister, the Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion in the Lok Sabha and the Chair¬ 
man of the Rajya Sabha. This body 
should also have an efficient inves¬ 
tigative machinery at its disposal 
through which it could have these 
complaints investigated. In order to 
ensure that errant Judges are swiftly 
dealt with, judicial review of the 
findings of such a body must be ex¬ 
cluded. 

In his inaugurail speech at the 
convention, Mr A.N. Grover, ft)rmer 
judge of the Supreme Court, said the 
erosion in credibility was due to the 
steeply declining standards of rec¬ 
titude and integrity among judges of 
the higher judiciary. According to 
him, the judges were not being ap¬ 
pointed on merit but on political and 
extra-judicial considerations. 

The eminent jurist, Mr V.M. 
Tarkunde, and Mr- H.R. Khanna, 
former Supreme Court judge, felt 
that another reason for the decline 
in standards was the lack of an ef¬ 
fective mechanism for holding 
judges of the higher judiciary ac¬ 
countable for their conduct. The 
system of impeachment provided in 
the Constitution as th^ only means 
to hold judges accountable, had 
failed to serve the purpose. The case 
of Justice V. Ramaswami is the only 
ca^ where impeachment has Ween 
initiated. This shows how cumber¬ 
some, lengthy and ineffective the 
whole process is. • 

A glaring defect in the present 
system, they felt, is the lack of 


machinery by which complaints 
- against judges could be investigated 
without first having an impeachment 
motion containing definite charges 
against the judges, signed by more 
than 100 Lok Sabha and 50 Rajya 
Sabha MPs. Another defect is that 
even after a judge is proved guilty of 
misbehaviour by a high-powered in¬ 
quiry committee of three judges, he 
could still continue to sit on the Bench 
until a motion for his removal was 
passed by a two-thirds majority of 
both Houses of Parliament. 

The present .system of impeach¬ 
ment should be replaced by a system 
in which credible complaints against 
judges «>uld be swiftly and effcctive- 
I ly investigated and proitounced 
upon by an independent Judicial 
Commi.ssion. A former Supreme 
Court judge has exprcs.sed the view 
that there was urgent need to tackle 
corruption at the lower levels. Mem¬ 
bers of the bar, it is contended, cor¬ 
rupt the judges. We must go into the 
root cause. The convention pas.sed a 
resolution to call upon Parliament to 
set in motion the process by which 
suitable amendments can be made in 
the Constitution and the laws to 
make the higher judiciary effectively 
accountable to the people. 

Care however should be taken to 
see that no harm is done to judges 
with a track record of honesty and 
integrity. In the U.S. A. the judiciary is 
accountable to the judiciary,alone; it 
has various judicial councils. There 
should be Supreme Cdlirt and High 
Court councils but only those with a 
clean record of integrity should be 
chosen to serve on these councils. 

It is also desirable that .sub-com¬ 
mittees on judicial accountability be 
created in each State. The sub-com- 
miltees could take steps to mobili.se 
public opinion for bringing about 
changes. It has been rightly pointed 
out that the judgements should be in 
,simple language. Moreover, the prac¬ 
tice of delivering judgements several 
months after the completion of hear¬ 
ings should be discarded. 

The best safeguards tor main¬ 
taining the highest standards in the 
judiciary’should come from within 


The judiciary tannot be totally insu- 
lateo from the prevailingatmosphare 
in thecounfiy which ia Mr frwn con¬ 
ducive to honesty, independence and 
impartiality. 

VIL The Kin Factor 

W HILE some judgps are accused 
of running "^shops" and minting 
money by allowing their kinsmen, in¬ 
cluding sonS, sons-in-law and 
nephews, to practise in their courts, 
others .suspect there is favouritism on 
other counts also. The apparent 
prnsumption is that those clients who 
engage lawyers related to the judges 
betore whom the cases are likely to be 
heard, are assured favourable ver¬ 
dicts. This has further shaken public 
confidence in the impartiality of the 
judiciary at many centres. 

But in this amnectiort the recent 
judgement of the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court needs to be 
noted. The Court dismissed a Writ 
petition demanding transfer to some 
other High Court of such jud^s as 
have relations practising in the same 
courts. The High Court observed at 
one point during the hearing of the 
petition that judges "cannot be 
hanged merely because some of their 
relations are practising in the ^me 
cinirt". It is unfair on the part.of the 
persons concerned to contend that a 
judge becomes suspect in respect of 
his or her impartiality just bemuse a 
relation has argued a case before him 
or her. 

Surely, the judges in such cases 
would be doubly *careful that no 
aspersions of favouritism are cast on 
them of showing favours to certain 
people. The suspicion however per- 
si.sts. It is difficult to prove that a 
favourable judgement has been 
delivered.in a particular case because 
It was argued by a lawyer who was 
related to the presiding judge. It is 
generally not possible to know before 
hand to which judge his case will be 
referred (unless of course the lawyers 
concerned wangle things in a certain 
manner, through bribery or in¬ 
fluence). Besides, there may be an un¬ 
derstanding between some judges. 
But the argument runs both ways. 
Such cases may in fact be test cases of 
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the impartiality of the jutige con- 
' cerrunJ. 

Neglect of judiciary: in view ol 
' the fact that the conditions under 
which some of the courts function are 
far from satisfactory and these con¬ 
stitute a factor that causes inefficien¬ 
cy and worse, the Chief Justice of the 
Patna High Court complained in Sep¬ 
tember this year tliat the Government 
was neglecting the judiciary in Bihar, 
in particular. He did not know 
whether the Government was doing 
this deliberately or whether it was 
just indifferent to the manner in 
which justice was being ad¬ 
ministered. The Chief Justice, censur¬ 
ing the State Government, said 
perhaps the Government thought the 
creation of more districts and sub- 
devisions was more important. In 
U.P. the judges worked in darkness 
because of frequent power cuts. 

• In May this year members tif the 
Bar AsstKiation of India, assembled 
at a symposium organised by the As¬ 
sociation, sought the revival of the 
67th amendment of the Constitution 
for the formation of a national judi¬ 
cial commission. The proposal seems 
to have been forgi>tten. Subsequent 
governments ignored or bypassed 
the plea. While some persons argued 
that the formation of the commission 
would in effect mean transfer of the 
power of appointing judges from the 
Executive to the Judiciary, others 
were of the opinion that this would 
ensure more public scrutiny of jddges 
on the pattern of the system 
prevalent in the USA. Such scrutiny 
has proved u.seful and served the in¬ 
terests of the people, including the 
litigants. 

Lawyers' Academy: Realising 
that (a) there is growing corruption in 
the kXver ranks of the judiciary, (h) 
there is incompetence in meeting 
out justice in most of the lower 
courts, and (c) the lawyers and judi¬ 
cial officers also needed training so 
that the entire judicial machinery 
may function smoothly, the Union 
Law Ministry has approved a plan 
to set up a lawyers' academy on a 
national scale on the lines of the Lai 
Bahadur Shastri Academy for train¬ 
ing IAS officers at Mussoorie. The 


proposed academy will bo an 
autonomous body to be registered 
under theStKieties Kegi-stration Act. 

It had also been found that 
there was no uniformity in the 
calibre of a large number of Dis¬ 
trict Judges and subordinate judi¬ 
cial officers in the country. 
Besides, experts have discovered 
that in numerous cases the judicial 
officers' understanding of the law' 
is not up to the requisite standard, 
with many not even being able to 
write a judgement correctly. No 
wonder the language used in ver¬ 
dict is often faulty. The new in¬ 
stitution will provide both 
in-service and pre-service train¬ 
ing. Judicial officers would be 
enabled by the new academy to 
upgrade their skill. A committee is 
to be set up under the chairman¬ 
ship of the Chief lustice of India 
and including two seniormost 
judges of the Supreme Court, the 
Chief Justice of the Delhi High 
Court, the chairman of the Law Com¬ 
mission, two law profes.sor.s, some 
officials of the Legal Affairs, Finance 
Ministry, Perosnnel and Training 
Departments. The Regjjitrar-General 
of India's Supreme Court will be the 
convenor. 

VIII. Redundant Laws 

Y et another factor responsible for 
the deterioration in the quality 
and functioning of the judiciary was 
brought to light at a seminar on 'The 
Indian Judicial System—its\ Difficul¬ 
ties", held in Delhi in the third 
week of September this year. The 
general view of the participants 
was that the Indian judicial sys¬ 
tem has languished and the rich 
have been'able to abuse the 
various processes of law with im¬ 
punity. Even after over four 
decades of the working of the Con¬ 
stitution, no fresh look has been 
taken at the laws being enforced 
by the various courts. Most of the 
laws, enacted many years ago, 
have become redundant; they are 
socially undesirable and constitu¬ 
tionally unworkable. So an effec¬ 
tive review and revision were 
needed. .. 


A'highly significant admission 
came from Mr H.R. Bhardwaj, the 
Union Law Minister himself. The 
judicial system was dying a slow 
death and needed to be toned up at 
the earliest. The Minister said the 
judicial and legal set-up was not 
providing cheap justice-to the poor. 
Rather it had increasingly become 
subservient to the rich. However, he 
hdvocated full autonomy to the sys¬ 
tem in view of the number of con- 
straint.s, particularly financial, 
which obstructed the disposal of 
cases. For ensuring financial inde¬ 
pendence and well-being of the 
subordinate courts, the Law Mini¬ 
ster suggested that a meeting of the 
Chief Ministers of the various States 
be convened. 

t 

According to the Minister, the 
High Courts were suffering from in¬ 
efficiency and various other ailments 
which were leading to the piling up 
of cases. Lick of projier court build¬ 
ings, inadequate provision of accom¬ 
modation for the judgt^, particularly 
at the district headquarters, and of 
other infrastructure such as cham¬ 
bers for the lawyers, are major 
problems. At least some of these 
problems may be contributing to the 
deterioration in standards or even 
leading to corrupt practices. Private 
parties providing gtxid accommoda¬ 
tion to the needy judges may be ex¬ 
pecting some mtum in the form of 
favourable judgements in certain 
cases. 

It was also pointed out that the 
judicial system at present was not 
poised to meet eventualities such as 
the recent securities scam in which 
Harshad Mehta of Bombay played a 
notable part. Another point that has 
been rigntly stressed is that the ser¬ 
vice conditions of the judges and 
the subordinfite judiciary had to be 
taken into account in order to insure 
that justice was ensured in all cases. 
The Patna Chief Justice admitted that 
he Ijad no say in financial matters of 
the courts and could not improve 
the lot of the court .staff whiph was 
an integral jn^t in the deliverance 
of speedy justice. By Implication, 
substandard conditions may cause 
corruption. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


"Blessed is he who has found 
his work; let him ask no other 
blessedness." 

' —Tlwims Carlyle 

'Work is worship'. There is no 
gainsaying the fact that 'work 
ethics' and 'work culture' are at the 
root of dignified development and 
personal pride. Indeed Wessed are 
those who have found work of their 
choice. Thejfc’in lies the fulfilment of 
one's passion and pursuit if the 
work is satisfying and stimulating. 
Anyone in search of self-expres-sion 
in something other than work is 
bound to be disappointed There is 
no better intoxicant than the 'sweat 
of work' that one performs. Some 
people curse their stars for not find¬ 
ing work to their liking and thus 
suffer in abject agony. Such persons 
are to be pitied because they are the 
victims of self-deception. What mat¬ 
ter the most in life is the work that 
keeps us away frt>m the devil for an 
'idle rnan's brain is the devil's 
workshop'. Work is the key to suc¬ 
cess and success ts the tbuckstone 
upon which a man's status and stat¬ 
ure are measured. Blissful is he 
whom God has assigned some work 
to do and fortunate i.s he who dies- 
in harness. 

""The earth is the honey of all 
beings; all beings are the honey of 
this earth." 

—Upattislwd 

The life, in all its manifesta¬ 
tions. sudts its sustenance from the 
earth. All beings, in whatever for¬ 
tune and form, appear on this' 
planet to receive their share of 
honey (sweetness) from the fragrant 
flowers, bouncing brooks and majes¬ 
tic mouhtains. The gifts of nature 
are so scattered on this earth that all 
beings need patience and per¬ 
severance ISO sweeten the 'cup of ♦ • 
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life' and transform every challenge 
into an opportunity. The mother 
earth always wishes that its off¬ 
spring should be fed with the honey 
of 'mellowed fruitfulness', and the 
manna (God's fo 9 d) of sweet sights 
ana sounds. If all beings ought to be 
grateful to this earth for such a 
treasure-trove of wealth, both 
visible and hidden, the earth should 
also feel elated and exalted that its ^ 
surface has been made beautiful by 
the bubbling and blooming life of 
flora and fauna, human beings and 
their siblings.. Hence both the earth 
and all its beings are an inex¬ 
haustible source of honey (nectar) 
for each other because both stand 
for God's plenty and perpetuity. 

"Pessimism, when you get used 
to it, is just as agreeable as op¬ 
timism." 

—Arnolti Bcniu't 

Anything that appieals to our 
sensibilities as a matter of routine 
and re^tition, gets so ingrained in 
our psyche that we seldom realise 
wc have become slaves of that ad¬ 
diction. Even sugar can turn 
poisonous if it is taken thoughtless¬ 
ly every now and then. Similarly at¬ 
titudes towards life, people and 
events, if allowed to move on a 
single track without questioning, 
are likely to poss^ our faculties in 
such a way that we may become 
'dumb driven donkeys' pushed by 
the force of habit without ever 
knowing where the pits lie ahead. A 
person who always looks at the 
dark side of happ^ings and allows 
himeielf to be taken fqr a lideby the 
forces of pessimism is lost both to 
himself arid to the world at large. 
Such persons as are given to seeing 
only dark patches on the sky or 
empty portions of half-filled glas¬ 
ses, get so used to enjoying their 
' perverse state of mind that pes¬ 


simism starts looking as agreeable 
and enjoyable as optimism. To 
.some their saddest thoughts pro¬ 
vide moments ot exoitement and ex¬ 
uberance and no amount of silver 
lining surrounding the dark clouds 
dRtheir mental horizon can pull 
them back on the normal course 
where morbid existence is con¬ 
sidered to be an aberration and not 
an ideal. No doubt, once we are 
used to a particular flavour/stink of 
our mental movements, we start en¬ 
joying them, no matter how 
detrimental and deadly they may 
prove to be. 

"The highest proof of virtue is 
to possess boundless power without 
abusing it." 

—Lard Macijiday 

'Power corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely' is an oft- 
quoted axiom, that has witnessed 
the rise and fall of many a powerful 
ruler. But the virtuous are those 
who, despite their vast pelf and 
power, do not fail to,see the writ¬ 
ings on the wall and thus avoid 
the wrath of gods, who punish the 
perpetrators of misery and mire 
on the helpless masses. 'IJlte use of 
power for the good of mankind, 
brings cheers and smiles all 
afound. It is templing to abuse 
any gift, natural or acquired, but 
to make it an instrument of service 
and salvation promotes self-satis¬ 
faction as well as seli-giorification. 
The test of human character and 
its vigorous vitality lie not in its 
high-handedness but in the dis¬ 
play of humility and humanism. 
The best prayer of God Is the one * 
that encourages in us the belief to 
abjure the use of force for self-ag¬ 
grandisement Virtues lies not in 
acquiring more muscle, material 
ot monetary power but in getting^ 
rid of them. 
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Population Control 
Measures __ 

Q. 'The measures taken by the 
Government of India to control 
population growth rate have failed 
to achieve their objective and a new 
look at the programme is needed." 
Discuss. 

Ans. Every year on 11th July the 
World Population Day is celebrated. 
A few advertisements in the papers, 
some seminars, some symposia— 
and the next day everyone forgets 
about it. Even this year the celebra¬ 
tion was no different. Exactly 5 years 
ago on July 11, 1987, the world 
population was estimated to have 
crossed the 5-billion mark. The 
present estimated population of 5.4 
billion in the world is likely to con¬ 
vert into a staggering figure of 8.5 
billion by 2025 AD. About 3.5 lac 
babies arc born everyday and about 
95% of them are bom in the develop¬ 
ing countries adding a frightening 
number of over 95 million every year 
to the world population. If the 
present trend continues, there will be 
a major crisis in food, housing, 
education, energy, health, educahon 
and environment in the world in the 
years to come. 

The population scenario in India 
is even worse. Immediately after in¬ 
dependence, our policy makers could 
sense that increased population 
could lead to multiple socio¬ 
economic problems in the years to 
come. As a result India earned the 
distinction of being the first country 
in the world to introduce Family 
Planning Programme in 1951. But it 
was only during mid-sixties that the 
Programme was implemented with 
due enthusiasm. After a minor set¬ 
back the programme suffered during 
post-emergency era, the programme 
was once again pursued with fanfare 
during early eighties and in 1983, the 


National Health Policy was an¬ 
nounced. The mam objective of this 
policy was "Health for all by the year 
2000" and an integrated family wel¬ 
fare programme was launched with 
active support from international 
agencies like WHO, UNFPA and 
UNICEF. The policy envisaged a tar¬ 
geted population growth rate of 
1.2%, birth rate of 21 births per 
thousand population per year, the In¬ 
fant Mortality Rate (IMR) of 60 per 
thousand and a death rate of 9 per 
thousand per year As against these 
targets the present population 
growth rate is around 2.03%i, jbirth 
rate is around 31 per thousand 
population per year, the IMR of 91 
per thousand and death rate of 10 per 
thousand. If the above achievements 
are any indication it seems highly 
unlikely that the ambitious targets 
laid down by the National Health 
Policy of 1983 would be achieved 
through a half-hearted and non¬ 
professional approach. Only death 
rate of 9 per thousand stHims to be 
achieveable by turn of the century. 
The envisaged growth rate of 1.2% 
has only been achieved in three 
States: Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Goa. 
The result is that on 30th June, 1992, 
the Indian population was about 
886.6 million (estimated by Popula¬ 
tion Reference Bureau) which is over 
16% of the world population, living 
only on 2.4% of the total land mass of 
the earth If the present population 
gniwth rate of 2.03% continues, India 
will soon overtake China and will 
earn the dubious distinction of being 
the most populous country in the 
world. As per recent estimates of 
Population Reference Bureau, Indian 
population in 2010 A.D. will reach a 
mind-boggling figure of 1172 mil¬ 
lion, , 

It appears that the planners are 
also paying only lip service to the 
programme. Despite tall claims 
about achievements and rhetoric 


about plan allocation in the Eighth 
Five Year Plan, a sum of Rs 6500crore 
has been allocated for Family Wel¬ 
fare. It is claimed that this figure is 
more than double the previous plan 
outlay of Rs 3150 crore. But the outlay 
for eighth plan only maintains the 
past proportions. Present allocation 
of Rs 65()0 crore comes to about 1.6% 
of the total Plan outlay, which was 
1.8% during the Seventh Five Year 
Plan. Hence there is infact a dedinein 
the proportionate allocation for the 
programme. Rather than suggesting 
a firm strategy, the Eighth Plan has 
rather scaled down the target of 
bringing down the birth rate to 21 per 
thousand in 2000 AD, to 26 per 
thousand by 1997 and achievement 
of the birth rate of 21 per thousand 
target has been deferred by over a 
decade to 2011 AD. 

The lack-lustre achievements in 
the Family Welfare Programme only 
reflect a callous approach over thie 
previous decades and the 
programme needs thorough 
retrospection and revamping. Some 
innovative and radical steps need to 
be taken to save the country from en¬ 
suing catastrophe, rather than stick¬ 
ing to the policy of motivation and 
incentives to promote this 
programme. The experience of 
Kerala has, to a great extent, proved a 
positive correlation between literacy 
and reduced population growth rate. 

I fence literacy in general and female 
literacy in particular, which is 
precariously low in the country at 
around 40%, need to be paid special 
attention. A legislation must be 
passed to make female literacy free 
and compulsoiy at least upto middle ' 

class level. Time is also ripe to push¬ 
up the female marriage age by at least 
two years to 20 years, thereby reduc- i 
ing two most productive years out of ' 
the married life of all females in the 
country. Our policy makers have 
been emphasising on terminal 
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methods of contraception so far. If a 
female, after giving birth to 4 or 5 
children, adopts the terminal method 
at around 40 years of age, this is only 
an achievement in terms of targets, 
more stress therefore, needs to be 
placed on the spacing methods. 

After the dreaded experience of 
coercion in Family Planning during 
the emergency, all governments now 
lack political will to resort to this hard 
option. But it appears that under the 
present circumstances some degree 
of selective coercion is warranted. 
Some serious thought need to be put 
into devise some deterrent penalties 
i on defaulters. Science and technol- 
1 ogy also has a vital role to play to 
evolve new contraceptives to suit the 
illiterates, the most vulnerable strata 
of our society. In addition voluntary 
organisations, Mahila Mandals, so¬ 
cial workers, non-government or¬ 
ganisations and the private sector 
also have a very important role to 
play to make the family welfare 
programme a success. 

The achievement of goals thus is 
difficult but not impossible. Through 
a consciously and professionally 
managed campaign if people are 
made aware of the future disaster 
awaiting them, the objectives can 
easily be achieved. It is imperative 
that government must declare a well 
defined strategy coupled with a clear 
cut plan of action. If with a well 
planned strategy and concerted ef¬ 
forts, a country like China can bring 
down the population growth rate to 
about T.42% per annum, there is no 
reason why it cannot be done in 
India. A failure on this account today 
would only mean extreme poverty, 
unending misery, mass unemploy¬ 
ment, recurring famines and 
depicted environment for the genera¬ 
tions to come, and the new genera¬ 
tions would not forgive their 
forefathers for this legacy. Let the 
planners act in time to evolve a na¬ 
tional policy with emphasis on 
proper implementation to avoid the 
im{^nding disaster. 


Finance Commission _ 

Q. What are the tasks assigned 
to the Finance Commissions? Criti¬ 


cally examine the responsibilities 
assigned to the 10th Finance Com¬ 
mission. 

Ans. In a federal system where 
majority of developmental tasks are 
assigned to the States, there is an in¬ 
herent gap between the revenues as¬ 
signed to them and their expenditure 
potential. Indian Constitution 
provides for rectification of these im¬ 
balances between resources and 
financial responsibilities of States 
through the mechanism of Finance 
Commissions. 

Article 280(i) of Indian Constitu¬ 
tion provides for setting up of a 
Finance Commission every five years 
to make recommendations on the fol¬ 
lowing; 

{a) The distribution between 
Union and States of the net proceeds 
of taxes which are to be or may be 
divided between them and allocation 
between the States of the respective 
share of such proceeds. 

(h) The principles which would 
govern the grants-in-aid of the 
revenues of the States out of Con¬ 
solidated Fund of India. 

(c) Any other matter referred to 
the Finance Commission by the Presi¬ 
dent. 

Since independence nine Finance 
Commissions have given their 
reports pertaining to divisible 
proceeds like sharing of income tax, 
union excise duties, estate duties and 
other grants to the States. 

On June 15, 1992, the President 
constituted Tenth Finance Commisr 
Sion under the Chairmanship of Shri 
K.C. Pant, a Former Defence Minister. 
Tenth Finance Commission has been 
assigned widened terms of references 
and some additional areas of respon¬ 
sibility about which it has been asked 
to make recommendations as under: 

(a) To consider the objective of 
not only balancing the receipts and 
expenditure on the revenue account 
of both Union and the States but also 
need for generating surpluses for 
capital investment and reducing fis¬ 
cal deficit. 

(b) To review the Calamity Relief 
Fund Scheme and to make api- 
propriate recommendations. 


(c) To make an assessment of the 
debt position of States as on March 
31, 1992 and to suggest corrective 
measures keeping in view the finan¬ 
cial requirements of the States. 

V 

The Tenth Finance Commission 
will adopt the population figures of 
1971 in all cases where the popula¬ 
tion is regarded as a factor for 
devolution of tax proceeds and 
grants-in-aid. The Finance Commis¬ 
sion has- been asked to submit its 
report by November 30, 1993 for a 
five-year period. 

It is for the first time that the ob¬ 
jective of reducing the fiscal deficit 
has been brought within the ambit of 
a Finance Commission. As a result, 
10th Finance Commission will have 
to make an overall assessment of fis¬ 
cal management in the country. 
During its first meeting with Finance 
Ministers of all States in August, 1992 
several States voiced their criticism of 
formulating the terms of refraences of 
the Commission withixit consulting the 
State Governments. The States, while 
presenting their case, unanimously 
demanded waiver of loans given by the 
Centre, larger share in revenues and 
greater assistance under Natural 
Calamities Fund. 

The financial crisis faced by the 
Centre and majority of States, have 
made the lOlh Finance Commission 
report crucial. Recommendations of 
the Finance Commission apart, the 
States shall have to find ways to in¬ 
crease revenues, curb wasteful ex¬ 
penditure and generate surpluses for 
capital investment. Though the 
authority of the institution of Finance 
Commission has already been diluted 
by the existence of Planning Commis¬ 
sion, an extra-constitutional body, yet 
the terms of reference given to the 10th 
Finance Commission make it diffaent 
than previous Commissions. Rather 
than restricting the role erf 10th Finance 
Commission to merriy di^ributing the 
tax proceeds and grants-iiv^iid, an ovet^ 
ail assessment of complete fiscal system 
of die union as well as file States will also 
be made by it. This advisory functxm 
assigned to tiv lOdi Rnance C<»nmis- 
sion might help the institution of 
Finance Commission redeem its lost 
glory. 
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ARGUMENIATiON 


Argumentative Questions 

Social and Economic Problems 


The follmving are the ansiiviv to the 
reiuahihig questions of Paper HI, “Social 
and Economic Problems", $i‘t for the 
Reseriv Bank of India Grade 'A officers 
examination held earlier this year. The 
ansioers to the first five questions of the 
paper mere published in oiir October 
issue.. 

Collapse of Socialist Bloc 

Q. 6. (a) Analyse the causes of 
the collapse of communist regimes 
in the Socialist Bloc countries. 

(b) What do you think are the 
lessons that India can learn from 
these momentous developments? 

Ans. (a) Collapse of Socialist 
Bloc: The vast Soviet Empire and 
shortly afterward.s the Socialist Bloc 
in Eastern Europe, collapsed in 1990- 
91, mostly because of (a) the compul¬ 
sion of events and the internal 
contradictions of Communism and 
Socialism, (b) the ill-conceived 
policies pursued by the power-ob¬ 
sessed leadership, (c) the severe 
economic and other hardships suf¬ 
fered year after year by the Soviet 
masses even while the top leadership 
generally lived in luxury, and (d) the 
increasing disillusionment of the 
masses about communist theory and 
practice, aiupled with the rivalries 
and jealousies among the leaders in 
the erstwhile Soviet Union and mem¬ 
bers of other Socialist countries such 
as Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia 
where the ethnic factor also counted. 

The acquisition of sweeping 
powers by President Gorbachov and 
the radical reforms he sought to intro¬ 
duce in an attempt to liberalise the 
strict regime intensified the growing 
discontent and disillusionment. 
President Gorbachov, who was 
described as the most powerful 
Soviet leader (he became the 


country's first Executive President), 
was given vast authority to push 
through radical reforms and main¬ 
tain civil peace. 

In the wake of the increasing 
intcr-cthnic violence and several 
warnings of a civil war, Mr Gor¬ 
bachov pledged to use his powers not 
for self-glorificadon but for the inter¬ 
ests of the country and the people. 
Through Perestroika (restructuring 
of the entire administration as well as 
the socio-economic set-up of the 
Soviet Union) and Glasnost (open¬ 
ness of the government and of 
society), he hoped to bring about a 
major revolution in the country. True, 
the people were eager for a change 
after Leninism and Stalini.sm, but 
they were not happy with the shape 
of events. While the world admired 
his statesmanship and vision, Mr 
Gorbachov found himself neck deep 
in trouble—social, ethnic and 
economic—at home. There was a 
complete paralysis of power. There 
was a destructive struggle for leader¬ 
ship between Mr Gorbachov and Mr 
Boris Yeltsin. 

(b) Lessons for India: 1. Ac¬ 
quisition of wide authority and con¬ 
centration of power in a single 
person, however sincere, often 
proves dangerous and has adverse 
reactions among the people. 

2. The top leadership should 
not, in their eagerness and en¬ 
thusiasm, try to enforce drastic 
reforms without adequately prepar¬ 
ing the people for them. Radical 
reforms after a period of stagnation 
often misfire. 

3. When drastic reforms fail, the 
disillusionment of the people is very 
great. Arousing high hopes of a vir¬ 
tual heaven on earth and failing to 


fulHi them cause threats to the leader¬ 
ship. The reformers should march 
with the times steadily and not jump 
from one radical change to the next 
and so on. 

4. India relied greatly on the 
Soviet Union, its close ally, but the 
risk implicit in putting all one's eggs 
in one basket has become apparent 
with the collapse of the U.S.S.R. Now 
India has to seek dependable allies 
elst'where. Besides, we must watch 
developments with patience and not 
hasten to draw conclusions as Mr 
Narasimha Raodid when the opposi¬ 
tion tried to stage a roup in Moscow 
in August, 1991. The coup failed and 
the Indian P.M. was caught on the 
wrong foot. Later, he had cause to 
regret his hasty action. 

Social Problems 

Q. 7. Identify and analyse three 
major social problems confronting 
India today and suggest measures tO 
tackle them. 

Ans. Of the many social 
problems this country faces, the most 
notable are; (I) discrimination 
against and oppression of women; 
resulting in bribe burning and other 
dowry deaths, etc. (2) population ex¬ 
plosion, and (3) exploitation of 
children. 

(1) Discrimination against 
Women: It is the apparently insa¬ 
tiable greed of men and women that 
has led to the evil of dowry, the burn¬ 
ing of brides and suicides by young 
married girls who find themselves 
unable to meet the growing demands 
of their in-laws for money and 
modem conveniences and comforts. 
The pity is that with the passage of 
years and a higher percentage of 
literacy, the crimes against women 
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are increasing even in the country's 
capital—Delhi. There were more 
dowry deaths, cases of cruelty by 
husbands and molestations in 1991 
than in 1989 and 1990, and the trend 
continues. 

There are several laws on the 
statute-book to protect the rights of 
women, including the Equal 
Remuneration Act, the Minimum 
Wages Act and the Prohibition of 
Dowry Act, besides the Indian Penal 
Code. But the discrimination against 
women continues. The problems 
being faccxi by women are so vast 
and varied that the National Com¬ 
mission for Women, set up earlier this 
year, has a most challenging task 
ahead. 

(2) Population Explosion: One 
of India's major social (and also 
economic) problems is that of the 
burgeoning population. According to 
the latest projections, our total 
population now exceeds 85 crore and 
may cross 1(X) crore in another few 
years. The family planning program¬ 
mes have made some impact in cities 
and towns where most people have 
restricted the size of their families 
and have adopted the two-children 
norm by using various contracep¬ 
tives, but in rural areas the growth 
rate of population is still disconcert¬ 
ing. This has partly offset the benefits 
of planned economic development 
and created many problems of food, 
housing, sanitation and other 
facilities. In its seriousness, depth 
and dimensions, this factor may be¬ 
come more dangerous than a war. A 
growth rate of 2 or 2.5 per cent per 
annum spells disaster. 

Of the several possisble 
measures to tackle the rapid increase 
in population, voluntary control 
methods and the cixiperation of the 
masses, ensured through publicity 
and the realisation of the dangers of a 
population explosion, are the most 
practicable. China has shown the 
way. The use of compulsory sterilisa¬ 
tion, resorted to during the Emergen¬ 
cy years brought an adverse reaction 
from the people who voted out the 
Congress in tlie 1977 elections largely 


for this reason. Planned parenthoixi 
on a vast scale is urgently needed. In 
this arena, more education and more 
effective motivation, together with 
i ncentives for small families, can play 
an effective role. 

(3) Exploitation of Children: 
Several laws have been passed by 
Parliament and directives have been 
issued by the Supreme Court 
prohibiting the employment of 
children of tender age in various 
professions and hazardous occupa¬ 
tions. But such laws and directives 
are being continually violated. The 
flouting of laws results in hindering 
the development of children's per¬ 
sonality and substantial loss of life 
and limb wherever the occupations 
are full of hazards. This trend has 
been particularly noticeable in quar¬ 
ries, mines (near Delhi, Alwar and 
elsewhere); fireworks manufacturing 
units such as those in Sivakasi (South 
India). For instance, in August and 
September this year, there were fatal 
accidents in Sivakasi and in the quar¬ 
ries, resulting in several deaths. The 
Supreme Court passed severe stric¬ 
tures against the violators of laws. 

Children continue to be 
employed on petty wages for wash¬ 
ing utensils, sw'eeping floors and 
serving food in small hotels and 
"tandoors", although the laws re¬ 
quire that all children below the age 
of 14 should be sent to school and 
properly educated. Consequently, 
society and the country as a whole 
suffer, not to speak of the bleak future 
facing such ruthlessly exploited 
children. 

Tlie relevant laws to check such 
exploitation should be strictly imple¬ 
mented and the guilty employees 
awarded deterrent punishment. The 
pity is that the employers generally 
manage to escape punishment by 
bribing the inspection staff and by 
engaging well-paid lawyers, who 
find loopholes in the evidence 
produced by the prosecuting agen¬ 
cies. 

Status of Women 

Q. 8. What is the status of 


women in India today? To what ex¬ 
tent can overall economic develop¬ 
ment reduce gender-based 
deprivation and discrimination? 

Ans. The status of women in 
India Uxlay is far from satisfactory. In 
theory, Indian women have several 
legal (including constitutional) 
rights. But only a section of them, 
confined to urban areas, arc fully 
aware i>f, and enthusiastic about ex¬ 
ercising, these rigljts. Most of the 
women remain a neglected lot, shorn 
of fundamental rights and basic 
privileges. Their plight, by and large, 
is pathetic. Even in modern India 
countless women occupy a lowly, 
disadvantaged, humiliating position 
at the base of the wKial pyramid. The 
sense of male superiority still 
prevails in most parts of the country. 
It lcx)ks as if the lopsided customs 
and traditional inhibitions in social 
life w'lll take several dc*cades to disap¬ 
pear. The process of women's educa¬ 
tion is slow. As education and general 
enlightenment spread, fhe position of 
women will improve. 

The Committee on the Status of 
Women declared that it was up to the 
Government of India to ensure im¬ 
plementation of the constitutional 
rights of women and called for a na¬ 
tional policy for development of the 
wasted asset of 290 million citizens. 
The number is much larger now. 
Harijan women, in particular, still 
suffer from indignities. 

■nie tragedy is that despite all the 
publicity and propaganda done for, 
and on behalf of, women, the dis¬ 
criminatory practices continue. The 
menace of female infanticide still ex- 
i.sts in certain areas, such as U.P., 
Rajasthan and Bihar. Then there is the 
increasing evil of burning brides and 
the endless extortions for more 
dow’iy, even in a city like Delhi. Self¬ 
ish people take maximum advantage 
of women's helplessness. Most 
women suffer silently. Women are 
still assaulted in urban areas. 

Economic^Development: There 
is no denying that the backwardness 
of women and the gap between the 
advancement of men and women 
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jeopardises the future of the com¬ 
munity. It is a serious impediment to 
development. The gender-based 
deprivation and discrimination may 
be reduced by overall economic 
development. After all, it is poverty 
and tardy, lopsided economic 
progress that leads to exploitation 
of women and the denial of ade¬ 
quate opportunities to them for 
development of their talents and 
personality. Prosperity generally 
hicilitates the removal of injustices 
and of suppression in the social 
arena of human activity. Economic 
development and execution of 
plans for progress will open up 
more avenues of employment to 
both men and women, thus curtail¬ 
ing, and finally eliminating, the 
various discriminatory practices. 

Howexer, there is an element of 
uncertainty in this proposition japan 
is a highly progressive country in all 
spheres ot economic activity but the 
Japanese women have still not ac¬ 
quired an equal share in public life. 
Many people continue to describe 
Japan as largely “a IMan's country". 
The women there make legendary 
wives—submissive, delicate and 
tidy Most lapanese men are not 
keen that women should occupy an 
equal status in the economic and 
political fields In India also, politi¬ 
cal parties continue to deny women 
the rightful share of women in the 
membership of Ic’gislatures, etc. 
Only a few women are pul up as 
candidates for Parliamentary and 
As.sc’mbly elc'Ctions 

Dunkel Draft 

Q. 9. Discuss the implications 
of the Arthur Dunkel text on multi¬ 
lateral trade under GATT for India. 

Ans. The EKinkel draft on Trade 
Related Aspects of Intellectual 
i Property Rights (TRIPS) is a complete 
denial of the interests of developing 
countries such as India. The draft is 
heavily biassed in favour of the 
patentees. While their rights have 
been enlarged, their obligations have 
been considerably watered down. 
Thus all the issues raised in the 
debates on the 'Code of Conduct for 


Transfer of Technology' and the 
'Code of Conduct for Multinational 
Corporations' have been con¬ 
veniently forgotten. The develop¬ 
ing countries have to contend with 
an unequal world order. This is the 
most important message of the 
Dunkel draft. One of the areas that 
would affect their interests substan¬ 
tially, should the Dunkel text be ac¬ 
cepted as the Uruguay Round 
agreement, is that of Trade Related 
Aspects ot Intellectual Property 
Rights. 

The proposals presented by the 
GATT Director-General have been 
built on the draft agreement sub¬ 
mitted to the failed ministerial meet¬ 
ing of December, 1990 but with a 
difference. While the 1990 draft in¬ 
cluded several proposals made by the 
developing countries, along with 
those made by the developed 
countries, which wore to be 
negotiated, the Dunkel proposals 
have systematically excluded all the 
developing countries' proposals. 
Only the developed countries' 
proposals remain in the "take it or 
leave it" draft. While presenting his 
draft, Mr Dunkel stated that there 
would be no substantial re-opening 
of the Agreement. 

Three separate Agreements, from 
the draft text are—the Agreements 
on Goods, on IPRs, and on Services. A 
careful consideration of the Dunkel 
framework indicates that in effect 
this IS not quite true. In the first place, 
the throe Agreements are not inde¬ 
pendent; tliey have been linked to 
each other throiigli the proposed 
Multilateral Trade Organisation 
(MTO). The MTO has been armed 
with an integrated dispute settle¬ 
ment arrangement which provides 
for cross retaliation between goods, 
.services and IPRs, along the same 
lines as the US had attempted 
through the invocation of Super 
and Spocial-301. 

Stalling at rest the developing 
aiunlrics' objections is not a happy 
augury for countries such as India 
that had not accepted the Paris Con¬ 
vention. India participated in the dis¬ 


cussion for revision of the ronven- 
tion. All countries that were non¬ 
members would now have no choice 
but to accept the existing rules of the 
Paris CcHivention. This would simul¬ 
taneously take away the flexibility 
exercised by various countries in 
ratifying the earlier Acts of the Paris 
Convention. 

The right of the patent hokiet 
have been expanded to include the 
right to import the patented product, 
This is the first time that tlu? right to 
import has been included as a ri^t oi 
the patentee. 

Historically, there has been no 
consensus as to what the duration 
of a patent grant should be. This 
fact has been recognised by the 
Paris Convention which leaves in¬ 
dividual members free to decide 
on the period of protection they 
wish to provide under their na¬ 
tional laws. The Dunkel dral't 
seeks to alter this century-old con¬ 
vention in respect of the term of a 
patent. Instead of the flexibility 
provided under the'Paris Conven¬ 
tion, a uniform duration of patent 
term for all countries is sought to 
be introduced. Article 37 of the 
proposed TRIPS Agreement stipu¬ 
lates that the term of the patent 
protection should be 20 years from 
the filing date. India now has a 
patent term of 14 years for product 
patents and five years for process 
patents from the date of sealing 
the patent. Now both these will 
have to be extended to 20 years 
from the date of filing. 

Moreover, India, like some other 
countries, has seen the generation of 
novel processes for the production of 
patented chemicals, including drugs. 
Under the Dunkel draft all pi^ucers 
using the new proces.ses would have 
to prove that they are not infringing 
any patent rights. The proposed 
change does not augur well for the 
future of local enterprises in India 
and other countries which may find It 
difficult to cope with this challenge 
from the proposed patent regime. 
The dismentling of textile quotas is 
very inequitous. , 
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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 


The follmoing arc the atmoers to 

Q uestions pul in the BSRB, Baroda, 
lO.'s examination (Ihscripliife Ques¬ 
tions paper) held recently.. 

We thank Mr Tapas Mukherjee of 
'Renukoot (U.P.), Mr Artabandhu Bchera 
d Vani Vihar, Mr Amat Kumar Ray of 
Khala, Mr Shivendu Ran/an and Mr 
Daya Nand Duhey of Patna, and Mr 
Ajay Kumar Dalta of Calcutta, for 
having sent us a copy of the qiu'slion 
paper. 

Q. 1. "Some people feel that 
famous sports persons should not 
allow their pictures to be used by 
cigarette companies in the adver¬ 
tisements of their products." Give 
two ailments in favour and two 
arguments against the above 
proposition in about 150 words. 
Substantiate your arguments with 
appropriate examples. 

Ans. The cooperation which 
some famous sports persons extend 
to cigarette companies by allowing 
their photc^raphs to be used in their 
advertisements can certainly be 
regarded as objectionable, though 
those who are addicted to tobacco 
may hold a different opinion. In fact, 
the category of smokers feel happy 
about, and derive satisfaction from, 
seeing such photographs published 
in advertisements of their favourite 
brand of cigarettes. These feed their 
ego and make them happy. 

Arguments For the proposition 

1. Famous sports persons 
should certainly not allow their pic¬ 
tures to be used by cigarette com¬ 
panies to promote the sales of their 
products l^ause their popular per¬ 
sonality would thus be exploited to 
encourage smoking, which is a perni¬ 
cious and harmful habit. People 
would tend to think- that their 
favourite athlete or player is actually 
rec(»nmending the use of that par¬ 
ticular brand of cigarettes. 

2. Many people would think 
that the obliging sports person is 


willing to lend his (or her) name to 
publicise any product, good or bad, 
for the sake of getting some money as 
their fee. Good people are not ex¬ 
pected to let their names be utilised 
for commercial purposes by business 
firms. 

3. They should realise that they 
would be countering their 
Government's professed policy of 
discouraging people from patronis¬ 
ing Lady Nicotine. In fact it would be 
an anti-national act. 

Arguments Against the proposition 

1. The publication of sports 
persons' pictures in cigarette adver¬ 
tisements gives publicity not only to 
the product thus advertised but also 
to the sportsperson whose vanity is 
often ftnl by such propaganda. I don't 
think the use of Sunil Gavaskar's 
photograph would promote the sale 
of the advertised product. Similarly, I 
do not think the publication of a pic¬ 
ture of Ramesh Krishnan, the tennis 
star, or of Geet Sethi, the billiards 
champion in a whisky advertisement 
would promote the sale of liquor. 

2. As for the harmful effect of 
smoking it is very unlikely that 
some people would start smoking, 
or those already addicted to tobac¬ 
co would smoke even more 
cigarettes simply because the 
photograph of a sportsman or 
sportswoman has been published 
as an inset in an advertisement. 
On the contrary, the image of the 
famous "star" would get tar¬ 
nished in this manner. 

■ The fact that we haven't come 
across any instance of a leading 
sports person's photograph being 
regularly publish^ in a cigarette ad¬ 
vertisement proves that such persons 
do not like to be associated with ad¬ 
vertisements of this nature. 

TV Censorship 

Q. 2. Some people fetl Oiat the 
best censorship on television is to 


switch it off. Others do not agree 
with this viewpoint Explain your 
views on this proposition in about 
150 words, giving examples from 
your experience, knowledge and 
reading. , 

Ans. When television pro¬ 
grammes become dull, tedious and 
boring (as Doordarshan program¬ 
mes generally are), the viewers 
switch off their sets or turn to other 
channels (where additional chan¬ 
nels are available). This explains the 
growing popularity of cable and 
dish satellite programmes, which 
lay all the stress on entertainment 
(music, sports, films, dances, etc). 
They provide amazing variety, 
make no attempt at preaching any 
particular doctrine or philosophy, 
or at imparting instruction or 
education, through the TV medium. 
India has witnessed a historic 
television revolution in recent 
months. Cable, Satellite, Prime 
Sports and BBC programmes in¬ 
deed provide round-the-clock and 
absorbing entertainment for people 
of all ages and all tastes. Cable TV, in 
particular, has made sharp inroads 
into Doordarshan coverage. 

It is undeniable that the best 
censorship against Doordarshan is 
to switch it off, but surely switch-off 
by viewers out of disappointment 
would not automatically become 
known to the Doordarshan 
authorities, unless angry viewers 
convey their displeasure through 
letters or telephone calls. It is dif¬ 
ficult, however, to know how many 
people actually switch off their sets 
when the programme is not inter¬ 
esting- Many viewers just keep their 
sets running even when (he 
programmes presented on them 
cause yawns and induce sleep be¬ 
cause they do not have any alterna¬ 
tive—no cabtl or satellite dish TV 
fittings. 

It must be admitted that, thoi^h 
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belatedly, the Doordarshan 
authorities have realised that they 
have already lost hundreds of 
viewers and that their programmes 
need to be reoriented radically to 
meet the new challenges and to cater 
to the people's changing tastes and 
requirements. They have already in¬ 
troduced some changes and innova¬ 
tions, and now lay greater stress on 
entertainment and better program¬ 
mes, including good films. The dull 
fare they were presenting all these 
years may soon become a story of 
yesterday. Towards the end of Sep¬ 
tember the Doc^rdarshan authorities 
invited suggestions from the viewers 
about the type of programmes that 
they would like to watch. A reorien¬ 
tate framework has been devised 
and changes are being made in the 
existing schedules. 

Velocity of Light 

Q. 3. What would happen if the 
velocity of light is reduced substan¬ 
tially? Write your answer in about 
150 words. 

Ans. If the velocity ot light is 
reduced substantially, (a very unlike¬ 
ly eventuality) we would not be able 
to see things very far. Human vision 
would, in effect, be sharply curtailed. 
This in turn would mean that several 
things might happen which would 
not be noticeable. A train or a motor¬ 
car coming from the opposite direc¬ 
tion at a fast speed would not be 
noticed. This might result in mishaps. 

In fact, our entire life-style and 
pattern would be upset. Light travels 
much more rapidly than sound. All of 
us have noticed that a flash of light 
may be followed several seconds 
later by the sound of thunder. We 
would be able to hear the sound be¬ 
cause, presumably, the velocity of 
sound would remain unaffected, but 
we would not be able to see the 
source of the noise. This would mean 
deception at every step, except iii the 
case of events which take place only 
a short distance away. 

At present we can notice objects 
like high hills at any rate in outline 
when they are far, far away, and we 
can also spot aeroplanes from a 


reasonable distance. All this sight 
would become an old story and many 
pleasures would be deni^ to us. We 
would, to all intents and purposes, 
become short-sighted and also other* i 
wise handicapp^ because we would 
be able to sec only other human 
beings and stationary objects which 
are close by. 

Light, after all, is a form of ener¬ 
gy. It is through light that we can 
see the world around us. Light is 
the only form of energy that is 
directly visible and therefore it is 
the most useful. When the visibility 
is reduced, as happens when there 
is dense fog in winter, we find our¬ 
selves in a very difficult and even 
baffling situation. There would be 
delay all round because of our 
reduced vision. Even before scien¬ 
tists discovered the laws of refrac¬ 
tion and diffraction, they acquired 
knowledge of the speed of light, 
which explains many questions 
about the behaviour of light. If the 
velocity of light is reduc^, the ex¬ 
isting concepts of the effectiveness 
of this form of energy which, ac¬ 
cording to scientists, behaves both 
as particles and as waves would be 
changed. 

Impact of Education 

Q. 4. Education has produced a 
large population which is able to 
read but unable to distinguish be¬ 
tween what is worth reading and 
what is not. How do you view this 
proposition? Explain your stahd in 
about 150 words, giving appropriate 
examples. 

Ans. Merely becoming literate is 
very different from acquiring a high 
sense of discrimination which would 
enable a person to judge things on 
merit It must be admitted that real 
and sound education is not being im- ^ 
parted in our schools. Students just 
cram up answers to likely questions 
in order to get through their examina¬ 
tions somehow. 

The present system of education 
does not bring real enlightenment, 
nor does It develop our sense of 
judgement. Most of the time it does 
not help the students to distinguish 


between chalk and cheese. Education 
should not be something in the air, 
cut off from our daUy life or from our 
future as citizens. Real education 
must be based on theactual eovititm- 
ment and experiences of the student 
and it must fit him for the work he or 
she may have to do in life. 

Good education stimulates the 
mind, while spurious education does 
nothing of the kind. Education, Pan¬ 
dit JawahaHal Nehni stressed, 
should develop, to some extent at 
least, the scientihe temper. Of course 
shaddy, shabby buildings, leaking 
roofs and tottering, makeshift struc¬ 
tures in which many schools are lo¬ 
cated are not desirable and do not 
facilitate the imparting of sound 
education, but at the same time, in 
view of our limited sources, we must 
not give undue importance to brick, 
mortar and glass. 

The stress, instead, should be 
on creating good, responsible 
citizen who can make a distinction 
between good and evil. A well-edu¬ 
cated person avoids badly written, 
dirty publications, including those 
which feature semi-naked btxlies of 
young women or specialise in im¬ 
moral and sex stories. A good book 
is much like a treasure while a bad 
one is a danger to human character 
and ruins sensitive minds. So the 
basic! purpose of education should 
be to develope the basic trails of 
character. 

What is the use of education if it 
fails to develop the faculty of distin- 
guishmg between what b worth read¬ 
ing and what b not, who b worth 
having as a friend and who b not, 
whose friendship should be cultivated 
and whose company should be 
avoided? It is this sense of judgement 
that b a vital test of sound education 

Most of us are aware of people 
who are .semi-educated and lack the es¬ 
sential traits of an intelligent person. 
There arc many examples trfsupposedly 
educated people who spend money in 
buying mere trash and third-rate reading 
material to get a "thriil" out of it. 
Such persons thus betray lack of breed¬ 
ing and of sound judgement. 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. agog: (fl) excited (W dull (r) joyous (rf) smart. 

2. brace: (<?) define (h) confine (c) support (rf) waste. 

3. contrition: (a) reward (h) repentance (c) donation 
W) mercy. 

4. duress: (<?) coercion (b) promise (c) promotion {li) 
indulgence. 

5. echelon: (<?) identity (h) follower (c) opponent (d) 

rank. 

6. forlorn: (a) fortunate (h) funny (r) fearful (d) un¬ 
cared. 

7. gambit: (n) appeal (b) explanation (c) trick (d) 
expression. 

8. hooch: (r?) squash (b) liquor (c) soup (d) juice. 

9. impale: 0?) perform (b) pierce (c) reform (d) in¬ 
fluence. 

10. jiggle: (tf) stop (/>) move (c) laugh (d) smile. 


11. lacklustre: (a) remarkable (W affectionate (c) 
mtiderate (d) lifeless. 

12. mire: (a) in,spiration (b) opinion (c) movement (d) 

dirt. 

13. nitwit: (a) intelligent (W sharp (c) stupid (d) rare. 

14. privy: («) personal (b) general (c) public (d) 
popular. 

15. quirk: (a) diversion (b) habit (c) aversion (d) con¬ 
version. 

16. rue: (n) rejoice (W fill (c) hope (d) repent. 

17. staid: (a) brave (f») timid (c) serious (d) passive. 

18. tawdry: (<j) ugly (fc) notorious (r) cheap (d) plenty. 

19. vogue: (a) rejection (b) fashion (c) order (d) satis¬ 
faction. 

20. whittle: (a) decrease (b) avoid (c) conceal (d) 
renounce. 


ANSWERS 

1. agog; (<i) excited, eager 

—After the communal riots, the city/town was egify with 
rumours. 

2. brace: (c) support, strengthen, reinforce. 

—^To the surprise of all present, he bmvei his foot against 
the wall and jump^. 

3. contrition: (ft) repentance, regret. 

—i le was bold enough to show contrition of heart after he 
had realised his mistake. 

4. duress: (a) coercion, compulsion. 

—^The accused told the judge that he had signed the state¬ 
ment/confession under di/ress. 

5. echelon: Uf) rank, arrangement. 

—Even in the parliamentary/presidential form of 
government, policies and programmes are formulated by the 
upper echelons of bureaucracy. 

6. forlorn: (rf) uncarod, lonely, deserted, miserable. 

—Ever since the death of his mother, my friend is utterly 
forlorn and depressed. 

7. gambib (c) trick, device, move. 

—^The speaker's opening ^nmhit at the debate was a direct 
attack on the new economic policy of the government. 

8. hooch: (ft) liquor Alcoholic). 

—In India pctrple dying or getting blind due to adul¬ 
terated hooch drinking has become a normal happening. 

9. impale: (ft)pierre. 

—In former times, prisoners' heads were im/w/erf on 
pointed stakes. 

10. jiggle: (ft) move (lightly), twitch. 

—In order to open the locked dtxir, my father told me to 
jiggle the proper key in the lock. 

11. lacklustre: (</) uninspiring/lifeless, dull. 

—At the Rira*lona Olympics, Indian arnlingent gave a 
liicklit'>tre perfomrance in all disciplines/competitions. 

12. mire: (i/) dirt/mud. 

—Creative artists/intelloctuals hesitate to jump into the 
nine of politics. 

13. nitwit: (c) stupid, fool. 

— By making an un-callcd for comment in the company of 
scholars, the critic made a nitmt of himself. 

14. privy: (a) personal, secret, private. 

—^The 'yellow press' is ever eager to peep into the pran/ 
affairs of public men and super-stars. 

15. quirk: (ft) habit, eccentricity, peculiarity. 

—1 le had a strange quirk of addressing his wife as "My 
Fair Lady". 

16. rue: (if) repent/regret 

—He is rueing the day he joined the gang of smugglers 
and peddlers (persons who sell illegal drugs). 

17. staid: (c) serious, sober, conservative. 

—I was surprised to see him at the jazz club; I always 
thought of him as a rather staid old gentleman. 

18. tawdry: (c)cheap, showy, gaudy. 

—When the play was staged before the audience, the 
female characters wore tawdry jewellery. 

19. vogue: (ft) fashion, style. 

—The novels that dealt with social problems were a great 
oogiie in the thirties. 

20. whittle: (i?) decrease, remove. 

—Inflation and high prices have u'/iitf/cd away the savings 
of the salaried class. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ KASHMIR NOT NEGOTIABLE ♦ NEW POLL REFORMS PACKAGE ♦ P.M. 
FAVOURS COMMITTEE SYSTEM ♦ PLEA FOR STATES REORGANISATION ♦ 
CHINKS OVER JHARKHAND ♦ GRAVE INFILTRATION PROBLEM ♦ HUMAN 
RIGHTS BILL ♦ ECONOMY POISED FOR GREAT LEAP ♦ INDIA-SRI LANKA 
RELATIONS IMPROVE ♦ INDIAN TV TO COUNTER "STAR" ♦ INDIA SEEKS 
COUNCIL SEAT ♦ INDIA ASKS FOR FRENCH TECHNOLOGY ♦ INDIA PAK TRADE 
CHARGES ♦ INDIA & BRITAIN SIGN EXTRADITION TREATY ♦ 


Kashmir not negotiable 

URING his Paris visit (Sept 29- 
30) Prime Minister P.V. Narasim- 
.ha Rao asserted that Kashmir is non- 
negotiable, as it is, and has always 
been, an integral part of India. He 
further warned that Pakistan's claim 
over this sensitive border State chal¬ 
lenges the very basis of India's 
secular character 

"India IS a stH.ular State and can¬ 
not allow determination of States on 
narrow religious coividerations be¬ 
cause we believe in the welfare of 
humanity as a whole and not of any 
particular religion", Mr Rao as.serted. 
I le told the audience, mainly French 
policy makers and intellectuals, that 
India is a "non-aggressive" State and 
has never annexed any terntory. On 
the contrary, it has been altackeil 
several times and has, therefore, to 
defend its frontiers. 

Referring to bilateral disputes 
with Pakistan, Mr Rao said all out¬ 
standing issues with Pakistan would 
be resolved through parleys. India is 
a secular country and could not agree 
to States being carved out on 
religious lines, which was the* onlv 
I basis for Pakistan's claim to ICisIimir 

: Mediation offer on Kashmir: 

j India on Septeipbc'r 29 reiixUd oiit- 
I ■ right an offer bv the OrganKiiion of 
j Islamic Conference (OIC) to send a 
' "good offices mission" to India and 
Pakistan to ea.se tension between the 
two countries and facilitate a peace¬ 
ful settlement of the Kashmir Lssiie. It 
also strongly condemned a statement 
issued at the annual coordination 


meeting of OIC in New York charg¬ 
ing New Delhi with "alarming es¬ 
calation of repressive measures 
against the people of Kashmir" and 
the decision to send a "fact finding 
mission" to the State as well as the 
areas occupied by Pakistan. 

An External Affairs Ministry 
spokesman said QIC's views, "are 
one-sided, unacceptable, prejudiced 
and irrelevant", and added; "We 
would like to reiterate that there is no 
question of our accepting any good 
offices or fact-finding or mediatory 
missions." 

He said the contents of the OIC 
statement "were a matter of great 
regret, although not one of surprise 
considering the past track record of 
OIC" He pointed out that India had 
m the past made it clear to OIC mem¬ 
bers that the disturbed situation in 
Kashmir was the result of external 
interference in support of terrorism 
and militancy. "We have categorical¬ 
ly asserted that the problem is not a 
religious one OIC has no /ocii.s blanch 
m tile matter. 

New Poll Reforms Package 

UDLICATION and audit of ac- 
Imints of political parties, putting 
a ceiling on election expenses and 
elimination of non-serious can¬ 
didates are the salient features of a 
comprehensive legislation on elec¬ 
toral ri'torms the Union Government 
proposes to iiring forwanJ in the 
winter session of Parliament. 

The main proposals include set¬ 
ting up a multi-member Election 


Commission, mode of appointment 
of the Chief Election Commissioner, 
delimitation on the basis of tlie 1991 
census without affecting the existing 
number of seats and rotation of seats 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled TVibes. 

For discouraging non-serious 
candidates, the Government has 
proposed increasing the amount of 
security deposits and enhancing the 
numb» of proposers for nominatiem 
of a candidate. 

Asked whether the Government 
intended to plug the existing 
loopholes in the Anti-defection Law 
in view of the recent controversies 
over some of its provisions. Union 
Law Minister Reddy said a consen¬ 
sus had emerged, after intensive par¬ 
leys with Opposition parties and 
other groups and departments con¬ 
cerned, that there should be an ap¬ 
peal against the Speaker's orders but 
it should not be. through a judicial 
process. 

The Government is examining al¬ 
ternate proposals in this regard. (Dne 
proposal stipulated that the Presi¬ 
dent, Speaker and the Chairman of 
the Rajya Sabha should be advised by 
the Chief Election Commis-sioncr or a 
Committee of Supreme Court Judges. 
However, certain problems had 
cropped up on the issue of involving 
the President in such matters. 

Tlie proposals include introduc¬ 
tion of photo identity cards and 
making post offices the focal point for 
preparation and maintenance of elec¬ 
toral rolls.,The other proposals in¬ 
clude restricting a candidate from 
contesting from more than one con¬ 
stituency, reduction in the campaign 
period, no countermanding of elec¬ 
tion in case of death of any candidate 
and giving more powers to the Elec¬ 
tion Commission. 

Publication and audit of accounts 
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of (wlitical parties and making the 
ceiling on election expenses realistic 
by empowering the Election Com- 
missioi\ to fix it before each general 
election have been proposed as part 
of the wride-ranging reforms. 

P.M. favours Committee 
System 

P RIME Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao expressed himself in favour 
of experimenting with the Commit¬ 
tee System in Parliament and assured 
his Government's whole-hearted 
cooperation in making it a success. 
He was addressing the first-ever con¬ 
ference in 45 years on the issue of 
"discipline and decorum in Parlia¬ 
ment and State legislatures" in which 
presiding officers, leaders of parties. 
Ministers and whips participated. 
The Prime Minister said that it was 
always good to have a smaller com¬ 
mittee discuss issues threadbare 
before they were brought into the 
House. 

At the same time, while stating 
that it had become necessary to 
review the situation regarding dis- 
cipline.'and decorum on the basis of 
actual experience and where things 
had gone a little out of hand, Mr 
Narasimha Rao said he agreed with 
the Speaker's view that it may not be 
necessary to have a separate code of 
conduct and that "If we follow the 
rules properly, the purpose of having 
a code of conduct would be 
achieved." The Indian parliamen¬ 
tarians and legislators were a "hard 
working lot" by any standards and 
they virtually worked round the 
clock without being paid overtime. 
Even when rules were violated, it 
was done "innocently and 
unwittingly" making his ministers 
the "unintended beneficiaries" of 
sudden suspension of question hour. 

Plea for States 
Reorganisation 

T he BJP leader, Mr Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee, has appealed for a reor¬ 
ganisation of States in the country 
with economic development and ad¬ 
ministrative convenience serving as 
the prime criteria. Addressing a Press 
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conference, he opposed the demand 
for a separate Jharkhand State in its 
present form even as he refused to be 
categorical on the Maharashtra BJP 
supporting a separate State for^ 
Vidarbha. "Our party-- i^ all for' 
redrawing the political map of the 
country by setting up the second 
States Reorganisation Commission. 
But this should, be done when the 
political atmosphere is calm and 
peaceful", he asserted. 

The time had come to review the 
1950 linguistic reorganisation of 
States on the basis of economic 
development and administrative 
I convenience. He pointed out that 
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh had 
progressed rapidly after they were 
accorded a separate status. He dis¬ 
agreed with the Union Home Mini¬ 
ster, Mr S.B. Chavan, that setting up 
the second States Reorganisation 
Commission at this juncture would 
open up a Pandora’s box. He 
regretted that the Centre had taken 
no cognisance of the U.P. Assembly's 
resolution for a separate Uttaranchal. 
The Congress Party and Government 
obviously could notched their ad hoc 
and piecemeal approach to the prob¬ 
lem. 

Chinks over Jharkhand 

R etorts from Bihar indicate that 
the movement for a separate 
Jharkhand State has exposed the 
chinks in the armour of the ruling 
Janata Dal and the Congress in Bihar 
with several lop-rung leaders sup¬ 
porting the demand for Statehood, 
the official stand of the State party 
leadership opposing it notwithstand¬ 
ing. The issue has also driven a 
wedge between the Left parties, with 
the CPI, the IPF and the l^rxist coor¬ 
dination committee favouring the 
demand and the CPM vehemently 
opposing it. 

Political observers attribute the 
CPM's opposition to the demand to 
the fact that the votaries of 
Jharkhand State insist on the in¬ 
clusion of areas of West Bengal in the 
proposed State. The recent fundh and 
"economic blockade" programme of 
the AJSU and the Jharl^nd People's 


Party, which petered out without 
making any significant impact on the 
momentum of the movement, how¬ 
ever, succeeded in creating serious 
differences on the issue in the nding 
party and the opposition Congress. 

Political observers feel that the 
Congress, v^ch yvas yet to tebover 
from the debade in die last Lok Sabha 
elections and later due to growing 
dissidence, was pushed to the wall 
with several of its senior leaders 
belonging to the Plateau region com¬ 
ing out openly in support of the crea¬ 
tion of a separate State. It was not the 
Congress aiohe which was raffled by 
dissidence in the wake of the AJSU- 
JPP agitation as the Janata Dal also 
had to face the music with three of its 
Ministers and an equal number of 
legislators supporting the Jharkhand 
case. 

The Chief Minister, Mr Laloo 
Prasad Yadav, executed a "political 
somersault" by saying that a separate 
Jharkhand State could be created 
"only over my dead body". 

"Jharkhand not feasible": The 
Central Government has repeatedly 
ruled out the formation of a separate 
State of Jharkhand. The Bihar ad¬ 
ministration has also expressed its 
opposition to any proposal to carve 
out a new entity from its territoiy. 

A confidential report sent to the 
Union Government by the State 
Government has said the "demand 
for a separate sub-State comprising 
Chhotanagpur division and Santhal 
Paiganas is not at all maintainable". 
According to the Government, there 
can be no two opinions that any fur¬ 
ther division of the present State of 
Bihar will jeopardise national unity. 

The report also maintains that 
the "residuary and the new State will 
not be economically viable and will 
thus be q permanoit liability for the 
coqnti3^', adding that the "need of 
the hour is obviously consolidation 
and not division". Agitations for a 
separate Jharkhand had led to the 
constitutibiwof the Committee on 
Jharkhand Matters (COJM) which 
has already submitted its report. It 
also led to the passing of the 


Jharkhand Area Development Coun- 
cU OADC) Bill by th? Vidhan Sabha, 
which is yet to obtain the consent of 
the Centre. 

The Government has stated that 
the linguistic and cultural 
homogeneity in the proposed State 
would be a chimera because tribals 
constitute only 34 per cent of the total 
population of Chhotanagpur and 
Santhal Paiganas. 

Grave Infiltration Problem 

HE flow of immigrants from 
Bangladesh into Indian territory, 
especially Tripura, has lately as¬ 
sumed serious proportions and poses 
a social and economic threat. The 
magnitude of the problem can be 
gauged from Mr S.B. Chavan's obser¬ 
vation that it has now become ex¬ 
tremely difficult to make a correct 
estimate of those who managed to 
sneak in and merge with the local 
population. Apart from the 
demographic distortion and conse¬ 
quent social problems, the BJP's 
threat to launch a/yatra' from the 
north-east carries the potential of dis¬ 
rupting law and order in large parts 
of the country in view of the obvious 
communal angle. There is an urgent 
need to initiate administrative 
measures to check the flow as well as 
to detwt and deport those who have 
already entered. The distribution of 
identity cards will take time, while 
the SMggestion to encourage local 
people to report the presence of out¬ 
siders in their midst can spark off 
clashes, vitiating the atmosphere and 
spreading concern even among bona 
fide citizens. 

Bangladesh is reportedly plan¬ 
ning to counter India's "Operation 
Pushback" plan under which 
Bangladeshi refugees are sent back 
across the border by the security for¬ 
ces. This has become a major issue in 
Dhaka and most newspapers 
prominently carry reports on the In¬ 
dian operation every day. The Ben¬ 
gali daily "Bangla Bazar Patrika" 
carried a main story saying that 
Bangladesh policy makers are con¬ 
templating a "pushback" plan to 
counter the Indian moves. 


The newspaper, quoting 
"authoritative sources", said the 
Government had instructed the 
Bangladesh Rifles and the police in 
the border areas to resist the deporta¬ 
tion of these "so-called" Bangladesh 
nationals from across the border. 

Tripura's demand; Tripura has 
demanded immediate barbed wire 
fencing of the border, construction of 
roads and strengthening of BSF and a 
mobile task force to stop inBltration 
from Bangladesh. 

The Chief Minister Mr Samir 
Ranjan Burman placed the demand 
before the conference of the Chief 
Ministers in Delhi on September 28. It 
was important to stop infiltration for 
maintaining communal harmony 
and hasten the economic develop¬ 
ment of the State, he argued. It is a 
difficult task to .seal the 867 km-long 
border with Bangladesh and it was 
also difficult to identify the in¬ 
filtrators due to ailtural and ethnic 
affinity among the people on both 
sides of the border. 

The infiltration had created an 
adverse impact on the economic and 
social condition of the State and had 
caused ethnic tension between the 
tribal and non-tribals. Some oppor¬ 
tunists were active in fomenting eth¬ 
nic tensions for their narrow politicaP 
interests. 

Human Rights Bill 

T he Union Home Minister, Mr S.B. 

Chavan, has made it clear that 
Amnesty International would not be 
permitted to tour various parts of 
India to investigate alleged violations 
of human rights. But legislation for 
establishing ihe National Human 
Rights Commission (HRC) would in 
all likelihood be ready for introduc¬ 
tion in Parliament only in the mon¬ 
soon session of 1993. 

Amnesty would not be allowed 
to go round the country, Mr Chavan 
explained, because they give reports 
without verifications hxim the State 
governments or the Central Go^em- 
ment, creating the impression that 
"there is no rule of law in India". He 
also said that "our friends" (meaning 


If 

non-governmental human rights or^ [, 
ganisations) "have been providing |' 
thei;n information". The importance ; 
atmehed (by Amn^ty) to their infor- i 
mation will get reduced* once the i 
Commission ^gins its woric. 

The Home Minister stated that ,] 
India would not put up with the 
(Amnesty) idea that there was no rule 
of law in India. While not denying > 
that stray incidents took place, he ^ 
said the central issue was whether 
such incidents were taken note of and ’< 
if punitive action was taken by the j 
appropriate authority. He was sati^ 
fied that this was' happening in ^ 
India. 

Economy poised for great > 
leap j 

I NDIA could become one of the , 
world's most dynamic economies 
during the second half of the 19908 I 
and beyond, if the current pace of | 
reform is maintained over the,next \ 
three or four years, according to the 
World Bank. In an assessment fust 
released on "Trends in developing 
economies 1992", the bank notes 
that the present Government has i: 
overcome the immediate balance of ■' 
payments problems, reduced ^ 
macro-economic imbalances and in- i 
itiated a major transformation of * 
India's development strategy". Fur- . 
ther policy changes to improve the 
tax system. and reform public 4 
enterprises are to be impiementeddn ? 
the near future. 

GDP Up; As a result of the • 
liberalisation measures of the '80s, ' 
the bank points out, GDP growth ac¬ 
celerated to over 5 per cent, driven by 
largely expanding industrial produc- i 
tion and exports. The incidence of 
poverty declined to below 30 pw cent 
of the population as a result .of rapid 
growth and anti-poverty program¬ 
mes. 

The bank says despite improve- f r 
ments, the balance of payments will p 
remain hagile and dependent on ex- '.1 
ceptional financing over the next four 
or five years. Liberalising imports is \ 
central to the success of the reform i. 
process underway but makes the 
rnanagement of the balance of pay- ' 
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ments risky. 

India well set for higher 
Growth* India will be able to launch 
a sustainable growth rate of 6 to 7 per 
cent per annum. This will be possible 
after the current structural reforms. 
But the development efforts of India 
and of the developing world in 
general, need the continuing .sup¬ 
port of external resource flows. 

This was the message of Dr Man- 
mohan Singh, the Finanqe Minister, 
at the World B^nk annual meeting on 
September 23. Currently, growth in 
the world remained slow and un¬ 
even. 4 

In recent years, a wave of 
economic reform had swept both the 
developing world and the erstwhile 
centrally planned economies. Their 
sustained expansion would benefit 
four-fifths of humanity and will ex¬ 
pand the demand for goods and ser¬ 
vices worldwide. Helping this 
growth would help the world, rich 
and poor alike." 

India-Sri Lanka Relations 
Improve 

S a result of the two-day visit of 
President Premadasa, the current 
Chairman of SAARC, to New Delhi 
(Sept 30-Oct 1) relations between 
India and Sri Lanka have improved. 
Mr Premadasa sought closer links 
with India. He described the relations 
at present as "quite go6d". 

^ India has expressed support to 
the proposal for effective devolution 
of powers within the framework of a 
united Sri Lanka to pave the way for 
an early solution of the ethnic con¬ 
flict. Speaking at a banquet hosted in 
honour of the Sri Lankan leader. 
President S.D. Shirma said the 1987 
Indo-Sri Lanka agreement was "a 
sincere attempt to resolve the ethnic 
problem that had sadly gone on for 
well over a decade". 

"Wha\ is needed is «n effective 
devolution of powers within the 
framework of a united Sri Lanka in 
which all citizens of the country 
would be able to live a secular life 
with honour and dignity as equals'', 
he added. Underlining that diversity 


characterised both the India and Sri 
Lankan societies. Dr Sharma said 
India was guided by a Constitution 
that guaranteed equal treatment to all 
citizens in keeping with India's time- 
honoured ethos. 

India believes that the essential 
unity that lies behind diversity needs 
to be fostered so that aspirations of all 
sections of the population could be 
realised. He said there was need to 
strengthen cooperation in the 
economic field to tap its full potential 
in the two countries. Indo-Sri Lanka 
trade had significantly increased in 
the last two years and efforts were on 
to identify the various sectors in 
which cooperation promised to yield 
substantial benefit to both countries. 

Indian TV to counter 
"STAR" 

HE Government of India is now 
getting ready to counter the 
"STAR" invasion. On October 1 it for¬ 
mally notified the scheme for the al¬ 
lotment of time-slots for private 
producers on Doordarshan's second 
channel in the four metropolitan 
cities. The notification, however, laid 
down that cross media restrictions 
would be enforced for the scheme 
under which producers interested in 
news and news related programmes 
must not be owning any 
newspaper/magazine in circulation 
in the area covered by the channel. 
The guidelines of this scheme will 
also be applicable to FM-channels of 
All India Radio (AIR). 

The composition of the Broad¬ 
casting Council, which is to oversee 
this work, will be announced shortly. 
The latest notification is the culmina¬ 
tion of months of discussion and 
debate in the Government, ever since 
the authorities acknowledged that it 
had to take some radical steps to 
compete with the growing 
popularity of cable television. 

The nine-point guidelines 
governing the scheme lay down that 
the metro channel must telecast 
programmes which are considered 
by the Broadcasting Council to be so¬ 
cially relevant and developmental, 
for at least 20 per cent of its broad¬ 


casting time. 

The Information and Broadcast¬ 
ing Ministry will have the powers to 
issue directions and.lay down policy 
guidelines in respect of the s^eme 
from time to time and the Council 
will be required to be amenable to 
such directions and guidelines. 

The guidelines also require that 
the applicants must have a proven 
track record in producing 
television/radio programmes, fea¬ 
ture films, video films, video 
magazines and documentaries. The 
track record of the licencees in terms 
of the quality of their programmes 
would form an essential criteria at the 
time of considering renewal of their 
licence. The Broadcasting Council 
might, on repeated infringement of 
the guidelines or on account of the 
non-compliance with the conditions, 
suspend or revoke the licence. 

India seeks Council seat 

F or the first time India has formal¬ 
ly staked its claim for a permanent 
seat on the U.N. Security Council as 
and when it is expanded. Japan, Ger¬ 
many and Brazil are among the other 
nations aspiring for a permanent 
position on the Council, which at 
present has 15 members, including 
five permanent ones. 

The Minister of State for External 
Affairs, Mr Eduardo Faleiro, address¬ 
ing the UN General Assembly on 
September 26 stressed that, along 
wtth economic criteria, other relevant 
issues should also be given due 
weightage during the expansion of 
the Council. Japan and Germany are 
demanding a permanent seat on the 
basis of their economic strength. 

But several developing countries 
have expressed the view that popula¬ 
tion and size of a country as al^ its 
standing in the region are also factors 
whidv need to be given due weight. 
This would ensure that whole 
regions and large populations do not' 
go unrepresented on the Council. 
India's plea is^at implementation of 
the Secretaiy-General's proposals for 
strengthening the world body in 
various fields would mean a more 
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vigorous Security Council. 

An enhanced mandate for the 
Council requires matching 
transparency and democracy in its 
functioning. This cannot be done 
without an expansion of the member¬ 
ship of the Council to reflect the in¬ 
creased membership of the Wnited 
Nations over the past few years as 
well as the realities of many changes, 
in the world situation. India's conten¬ 
tion is that, along with economic 
criteria, pther relevant criteria 
should be given due weightage in 
this context. Besides, the General As¬ 
sembly be made more effective not 
only to represent the changes in its 
membership but also the significant 
character of its universal composi¬ 
tion. 

Diplomats said expansion would 
take quite some time as the per¬ 
manent Council members with veto 
powers are not favourably inclined. 
But sustained pressure, especially 
from economically strong nations, is 
bound to force them to reconsider 
their position and initiate steps to in¬ 
crease the membership of the Coun¬ 
cil, including the number of 
permanent members. One ofption 
being considered is that some States 
be made permanent members 
without the right to veto and another 
possibility being explored is making 
permanent members on the basis of 
regions. 

India asks for French 
technology 

P RIME Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao on September 29 told leaders 
of the French trade and industry that 
India offered new and attractive in¬ 
vestment opportunities. He utilised 
other occasions also to call for the 
revival of the North-South dialogue 
and for expansion of the U.N. 
Security Cpundl which should be ac¬ 
countable and more representative. 
Mr Rao's advice to powerful nations 
was to banish thoughts of domina¬ 
tion and exploitation of the weak. 
Any lack of democracy among na¬ 
tions could lead to totalitarianism. 
He selected France to deliver this 
message, hoping that in view of the 


French sensitivities about a unipolar in Kashmir is the vacation of aggres- < 
world and about the problems of the sion by Pakistan", the Indian repre- 
deprived south, it may be a fertile sentative said during a verbal clash , 
ground. India sought the latest between the two countries over | * 
French technology for, peaceful uses Kashnnir in the U.N. General As- ‘ 
of atomic energy, aerospace and bio- sembly. The dash occurred after ' 
technology and hoped the ongoing Pakistan's Minister of State for .« 
Franco-Indian cooperation in science Foreign Affairs accused India of 
and technologies would not be repression in Kashmir and 
hampered by extraneous pressures. demanded self-determination for the 

India is keen on renewing the people of the State. ^ 

contract for the delivery of enriched Charging Pakistan with indulg- 
uranium for its Tarapur atomic plant ing in misleading propaganda, India j 
due to expire next year, supply of stressed that the State of Jammu and ^ 
electronic circuits for its satellites and Kashmir is, and shall remain, an in- ' 
cryogenic rocket engines f(Jr its space tegral part of India for ever regard- , 
programme. It wants French technol- less of Islanaabad's manoeuvres, 
ogy in sugar, energy and agro-in- Self-determination, he told Pakistan, 
dustries. cannot be applied to integral parts of 

While reiterating the Govern- ® country. 
ment's commitment to pursue the The Indian spokesman quoted \ 
programme of economic liberalisa- extensively from the US State ^ 

tion, the Prime Minister stated that Department's report which speaks of ;i 

there was no mechanistic equation "ci^ible reports throughout 1991 of | 
between a free market and holistic official Pakistani support to Kashmiri 
development, just as free market was militan t groups engaged in terrorism 

not necessarily equal to democracy, in indian-contmlled Kashmir as well ^ 

The role of the State in the alleviation as support to Sikh militant groups ^ 

of poverty or the creation of a free engaged in terrorism in Indian 
market could not be written off. Punjab". 

A political initiative had to be In his attempt to intematipnalise ^ 

taken by the Pnme Minister in scicn- the issue, the Pakistani spokesman i 

tific co-operation because of the In- repeated the Pakistani proposal for | 

dian concern that external pressures stationing impartial observers along 
on France may limit the existing co- Actual Control to inves; ■' 

operation in nuclear energy and dgat® accusatioris of interference. 
space in view of western insistence Denying that Pakistan is helpmg the 
on signing the Nuclear Non- militants and secessionists, he con- ^ 

proliferation Treaty and quietly ac- fended that the uprising in Kashmir ^ 

cepting the order sought to be entirely indigenous and spon- • 

imposed by the existing missile club, taneous. Meanwhile, the European , 

Community has expressed concern 

The Prime Minister called for the what it called "continuing , 

revival of the North-South dialogue reports of wider human rights viola- I 
and cautioned against any world tjons both India and Pakistan", 
order in which mighty nations would 

exploit "the current fluid situation, to India & Britain Sign 
perpetuate their dominant status". Extradition Treaty 

•m tNDIA and Britain onSeptember 23 

India^ Pak trade charges Xsigned a historic extradition treaty 

I NDIA has again asked Pakistan to and an agreement on confiscation of 
stop training, sustaining and ar- extremists' assets, heralding a new 
ming terrorists and secessionist ele- era of bilateral co-operation against 
ments in Kashmir and interfering in terrorism and drug trafficking. The 
the internal affairs of India, in the new legal regime will ensure that 
interest of good neighbourly rela- Britain no longer shelters anti-India 
tions. "The only dispute that remains extremists operating from British ter- ' 
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ritory and that the Britain-based 
patrons of Indian terrorist groups are 
disallowed from operating with im¬ 
punity. The treaty replaces the inef¬ 
fective Fugitive Offenders Act, 
hitherto governing extradition arran¬ 
gements between the Common¬ 
wealth countries. 


The Union Home Minister, Mr 
S.B. Chavan, and the British Home 
Secretary, who signed the agreement, 
declared that the new measures 
would reinforce the two countries' 
determination to "defeat the evil of 
terrorism" and provide a legal under¬ 
pinning to their joint resolve to com¬ 
bat terrorism and drug-related 
crimes on their soils. 


The treaty is significant as it 
obliterates the political factor from 
crimes of violence as a defence 
against extradition and provides that 
any crime carrying the sentence of 12 
months or more in either country 
could become a case for extradition. 
The confiscation agreement, coupled 
with the British Charities Bill, will 
prevent illegal movement of money 
and its laundering, especially 
through religious institutions, for 
funding terrorist activities in Punjab 
and Kashmir. 


The extradition treaty, more or 
less similar to the existing Indo- 
Canadian extradition treaty, is the 


first between Britain and another 
Commonwealth country. It ensures a 
greater readiness to consider extradi¬ 
tion which would also depend on 
strong evidence collected by the 
country asking for extradition. 

India would be creating an 
analogous legal regime to control ter- 
■rorism and these laws would be the 
same as those in the UK. This would 
mean both countries will apply 
respective laws for the sake of each 
other. 


The agreement on confiscation of 
terrorists and drug runners' assets is 
the first 6f its kind in the world, 
where two countries act together on 
the subject and India is the first 
country with which Britain has 
signed such an agreement. This 
provides for forfeiture of funds and 
assets of any individual or organisa¬ 
tion involved in terrorism or drug¬ 
trafficking in one country The assets 
of the guilty would be confiscated not 
only in that country but also in the 
other country. 

The measure also provides for or¬ 
ders of the courts in one country to be 
executable in the other country. 
Under the agreement and the Anti- 
terrorism Act searches and seizures 
could also be made in the premises of 
suspect individuals and organisa¬ 
tions. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


♦ MAASTRICHT TREATY APPROVED ♦ “WHITE PAPER” ON TIBET ♦ STATE SET 
FOR DEMOCRACY IN S AFRICA ♦ US-ISRAEL MILITARY PACT ♦ YUGOSLAVIA 
OUT OF UN ♦ U.N. SETS UP “WAR CRIMES" PANEL ♦ DEFENCE PACT AGAINST 
SERBIA ♦ CHINA-US. TENSION ♦ SUSPENSE IN U S. POLL ♦ CHINA-S. KOREA 
SUMMITS PAK DEVELOPING N-BOMB ♦ 


Maastricht Treaty Approved 

A t a long-awaited referendum on 
September 20, French voters nar¬ 
rowly approved the controversial 
Maastricht Treaty on European 
union. The course of events in regard 
to the Treaty was watched anxiously 
by the world, especially Western 
capitals. The French President had 
staked his future on a 'yes' vote. "It's 
a victory for Europe", said Education 
and Culture Minister Jack Lang. 


French TV estimated the out- 
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come at 51-49 per cent in favour of the 
treaty, while another TV channel 
projected the result at 51.5 to 48.5. 
Approval of the treaty, after a bitter 
campaign, keeps alive the European 
Community's hopes for political and 
economic union that Could elevate it 
to super-power status. 

Defeat of the treaty could have 
unleashed renewed turmoil in world 
financial markets, damaged the stat¬ 
ure of French and other European 
leaders who promoted the accord 
and forced the European community 


mto a fundamental re^sessment of 
its future. 

The treaty is designed to unite 
the 12-nation EC in common 
economic foreign and defence 
policies and a single currency, by 
1999. The referendum was widely 
viewed as having more international 
ramifications than any election in 
French history, although it did not 
threaten the EC itself. 

Voters were asked a single ques- 
■ tion; "Do you approve the bill sub¬ 
mitted to the French people by the 
President of the republic authorising 
the ratification of the treaty on 
European union?" Backers say the 
treaty would help transform the trad¬ 
ing bloc of 338 million people into a 
political and economic super power 
that could better compete with the 
USA and Japan. Opponents say 
France would lose control over 
economic and immigration policies. 

The French vote has 
demonstrated that theyare now com¬ 
mitted to the concept of a united 
Europe even if it means some water¬ 
ing down of their proud nationalism. 
The French, more than any other 
people, not only fashioned the 
modem concept of the nation-State 
but also endowed it with the essential 
element of republicanism. The fear of 
an overpowering Germany, inten¬ 
sified by the upheaval caused in 
European money markets by Ger¬ 
man monetary policies, was only one 
factor which weighed on the minds 
of the French. 

In one way, Asw and the world 
are beneficiaries of the narrow French 
endorsement of the Treaty. Everyone 
has been forcefully reminded that 
those who preach democracy should 
also practise it. 

Maastricht Treaty and India: 

There has lately been much discus¬ 
sion in official circles in New Delhi on 
the probable impact of the Maastricht 
Treaty on India and other developing 
countries. The European Co|n- 
munity, with its 340 million people, is 
the world's most affluent and fastest- 
growing market, accounting for 40 
per cent of the world trade. But India 




has only 0.8 per cent of its total im¬ 
ports. Even tW small share will be 
gravely at risk as the unified market 
of 1992, for reasons of logistics, tech¬ 
nology, quality and costs, looks to the 
advanced Asian economies and the 
developing East European nations in 
preference to India. 

India's low economic and politi¬ 
cal rating in the new^ Europe was 
sharply in evidence during Dr Man- 
mohan Singh's recent mission on 
economic diplomacy to London. The 
EC's engrossing preoccupations 
with Yugoslavia, Eastern Europe and 
lately, famine-stricken Somalia and 
sub-Saharan Africa, left little room* 
for appreciation for India's liberalisa¬ 
tion programme. 

The growing introspection in an 
already insular Europe already 
seems likely to endanger GATT's 
Uruguay round of trade liberalisa¬ 
tion. Indeed, what is being lost sight 
of in the present debate is that the 
emerging trading blocs of NAFTA 
and the European Community run 
counter to the GATT pnnciple of free 
trade. Unless they move swiftly, 
India and other developing Asian 
economies stand to suffer. 

"White Paper" on Tibet 

T he Chinese Government issued 
in the third week of September, a 
"White Paper" on Tibet and declared 
that it will not make the slightest con¬ 
cession to demands for Til^tan inde¬ 
pendence. The paper said "so long as 
the Dalai Lama can give up his 
divisive stand and recognise that 
Tibet is an inalienable part of China, 
the Central Government is willing to 
hold talks at any time with him." It 
also listed China's charges against 
him. 

This is the third White Paper is¬ 
sued by the Chinese Government in a , 
year, after th^ one on human rights in 
November last year and another on 
criminal reforms in August this year. 
The Chinese leaders had since 1980 
met a number of delegations sent by 
the Dalai Lama but the contacts be 
tween his emissaries and China 
yielded no results. 


The paper said the senior leader, 
Mr Deng Xiaoping, had posed the 
question whether Beijing will engage 
in dialogue with Ubet as a State or as 
a part of China and that he had laid 
down the criterion that it was a part 
of China. The claim that a large num¬ 
ber of Han Chinese had migrated to 
Tibet, turning Tibetans into a 
minority there was "merely a lie". It 
cited census figures to show that 
there was a net increase of 1,1% mil¬ 
lion people in Tibet between 1950 to 
1990. The note rejected the Dalai 
Lama's contention that geographical¬ 
ly \Tibet extended far beyond its 
present boundaries and includes 
areas inhabited by the Tibetans in 
Sichuan, Qinghai and other places, 
making a total population of six mil¬ 
lion. "This so-called "Tibet major" is 
merely a conspiracy hatched by im¬ 
perialists in an attempt to carve up 
China", the paper said. 

The paper was silent on the treat¬ 
ment meted out to Tibetans during 
the chaotic Cultural Revolution be¬ 
tween 1966-76 when large-scale 
destruction was reportedly carried 
out, much to the chargrin of pro-Beij¬ 
ing Tibetan leaders such as the late 
Panchen Lama. 

Stage set for Democracy in 
S. Africa 

F ollowing summit talks be¬ 
tween President F.W. de Klerk of 
South Africa and Dr Nelson Man¬ 
dela, African National Congress 
Chief, the way has apparently been 
cleared for holding fair and free elec¬ 
tions and the establishment of a truly 
popular government comprising a 
majority of Blacks. 

As a firi^t step the South African 
Government has released many 
political prisoners and extremists. It. 
is expected that most of the prisoners 
will be set free by November 15. 

There has been large-scale 
violence in South Africa in recent 
months, but the talks between the 
African National Congress leader Dr 
Mandela and Mr de Klerk on Septem¬ 
ber 28 helped to estciblish cordiality 

Much of the violence, which 


cuised conaderable loss of life, in¬ 
volved African National Congress 
and Inkatha siipporters in a bloody 
power struggle. It was in view of the 
improvement in the situation that the 
Government of-India finally Sanc¬ 
tioned the Indian Cricket team his¬ 
toric tour of South Africa. 

U.S.'Israel MilitaiyPact 

T he U.S. intends to provide Israel 
an unspecified.number of Black 
Hawk helicopters, place upto $ 300 
miUion worth of equipment foruse in 
an emergency by Israeli or U.^, 
troops, and forge new ties to ensure 
that the West .^ian country retains 
its military edge. 

U.S. and Israeli officials are dis¬ 
cussing how to tie Israel into a Global 
Protection System that would guatd 
against missile attacks through a 
combination of intelligence-sharing 
and ground and space-based early 
warning systems. Also being con¬ 
sidered is improved cooperation be¬ 
tween the armed forces of the two 
countries. The U.S. may make the 
current $ 1.8 billion worth of military 
aid yearly to Israel a long-term com¬ 
mitment as desired by Israel. The two 
sides have set up a working group to 
examine ways of expanding high 
technology military cooperation b^ 
tween them. 

The announcement from the 
White House came or\ the eve of the 
Jewish new year. The majority of 
American Jews generally vote for the 
Democrats but the White House is 
making an extra effort this year to get 
them change their support. 

The helicopters are expected.to 
be provided under a 1990 legislation 
which allows Israel to draw down 
700 million dollars worth of U.S. 
weaponry in Europe that is no longer 
needed there because of the end of 
the Cold War. The U.S. already has 
about $ 100 million worth of equip¬ 
ment pre-i:|i6itioned in Israel. 

Yugoslavia out of UN 

T he U.N. General Assembly on 
September 23 expelled rump 
Yugoslavia, now comprising Serbia 
and Montenegro, by an overwhelm- 

NOV&MBER 92 COMPETITION MASTER 367 




ing majority and asked it to apply 
afresh for membership. 

Even Bs the Assembly was ex¬ 
pelling the Belgradce regime, the 
United States called for the UN War 
Crimes Conunission to verify the 
evidence it has collected of Serbian 
crimes against other ethnic groups in 
detention camps in Bosnia. This 
could ultimately lead to the trial of 
Serbian leaders on war crimes. 

The 179-member Assembly ac¬ 
cepted the recommendation of the 
Security Council to debar Serbia and 
Montenegro from participation in its 
work by 126 affirmative votes to six, 
with 26 abstentions. India was 
among the countries which 
abstained. However, getting fresh 
membership may not be easy for 
Belgrade as it has to be first cleari^ by 
the Security Council where any of the 
five permanent members—U.S.A., 
Britain, Russia, France and China— 
could veto it. * 

There are already indications 
that the US would use veto unless 
Belgrade falls jn line with their 
demands to stop aiding Serbs said to 
be indulging in violence in other 
former Yugoslav republics, especially 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. A last- 
minute appeal by the Yugoslav 
Premier, Mr Milan Panic, to allow it 
to continue failed to impress a vast 
majority of members who apparently 
were in a mood to punish ^Igrade 
for its support to Serb rebels in i^nia 
and Herzegovina said to be waging 
a campaign of "ethnic cleansing". 

Meanwhile, the Yugoslav 
Premier has pointed out that the 
Security Council has overstepped its 
competence with the resolution call¬ 
ing for the expulsion of federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia. 

India for use of force: India 
favours the use of force in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina solely undeitfhe United 
Nations control and supervision and 
feels that the Security Council enjoys 
no authority to recommend to the 
General Assembly that Serbia and 
Montenegro's participation be 
withdrawn or suspended. 
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U.N. Sets up "War Crimes" 
Panel 

N October 7 the U.N. Security 
Council unanimously resolved 
to establish a "War Crimes 
Commission" to examine charges of 
severe human rights violations in the 
erstwhile Yugoslavia and virtually 
set the stage for trial of those found 
guilty. 

The decision came in the wake of 
campaigns of ethnic cleansing by 
Serbs to gain territory during which 
they drove out hundreds of 
thousands of Muslim and Croats 
from their houses and allegedly 
raped women. The Serbs are also ac¬ 
cused of killing hundreds of MusUms 
in detention camps, though they 
deny the charge. 

The Commission will include im¬ 
partial experts who will examine and 
analyse the information submitted to 
the U.N. and also such facts as they 
obtain through their own investiga¬ 
tion or through efforts of persons and 
bodies other than the U.N. The 
Secretary-General, Dr Boutros Ghali, 
has been asked to name the experts. 

Defence pact against Serbia 

HE President.of Croatia and Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina announced that 
they had signed a mutual self-, 
defence pact on behalf of their 
republics to fight off Serbian aggres¬ 
sion. The agreement was announced 
just before the Security Council's sub¬ 
committee on the Yugoslav arms em¬ 
bargo was to meet to consider the 
case of a plane-load of Iranian 
weapons bound for Bosnia, which 
Croatia had impounded. 

The practical effect of a Croatia- 
Bosnia defence pact was however, 
questionable, since the Seih militias 
and the Serb-led Yugoslav army have 
vastly superior weaponfy, especially 
tanks and artillery. In addition, the 
two republics agreed to jointly ask 
the Security Council to lift the arms 
embargo on Croatia and Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina, whoe the fiercest fighting 
still rages. More than 10,000 people in 
each republic have bean killed in the 
fighting. 


Appearing at a news conference 
with the Croatian President, Mr Fran- 
jo Tudjman, Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic conceded that he had 
found no sympathy among Security 
Council members for lifting the arms 
embargo against his country. 

The new agreement is an expan¬ 
sion of a July 9 pact between Croatia 
and Bosnia, which applied mainly to 
defence of their border areas. The ac¬ 
cord commits the Irwo coimtries to 
mutual defence across their entire 
territories and to set up a "joint com¬ 
mittee to coordinate defensive efforts 
until aggression has been stopped en¬ 
tirely." 

China-U.S. Tension 

HINA will not attend the United 
Nations Security Council per¬ 
manent members' meeting on arms 
control and will not buy US wheat in, 
retaliating to Washington's decision 
to sell F-16 fighter aircraft to Taiwan. 
Beijing will also retaliate if punitive 
tariffs are imposed on Chinese ex¬ 
ports in the current trade dispute. 

This was stated by a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Wu Jianmin, in 
the third week of September in 
response to queries, relating to dis¬ 
putes that have mushroomed in 
recent weeks in Sino-US relations. 

The sale decision "totally vio¬ 
lated the common guidelines agreed 
upon in meetings of the five powers 
on arms control issues, whi^ con¬ 
tains the principle that arms transfers 
should not be used to interfere in tHl 
internal affairs of a sovereign State, 
the spokesman said. If the U.S. in¬ 
sisted on the F-16 deal, China would 
also stop importing American wheat. 
He also made it clear that the US side 
would be held "fully responsible for 
the deterioration of Sino-US 
relations", and the future of the rela¬ 
tions depends on whether the U.S. 
revokes its "wrong decisions", 

On Sino-US trade issues, he said 
Beijing will impose punitive tariffs on 
4 billion dollars worth of US exports 
to China if Washington carried out its 
threat of imposing tariffs on $ 3.9 
biUion worth of Qiin'fese goods. The 





US reason for announcing punitive 
tariffs was the perceiv^ lack of 
progress on the of^ina in the 
ongoing discussions on barriers to 
the Chinese market for US goods. 
China and the United States have so 
far held eight rounds of talks on 
market accesi The Chinese spokes¬ 
man said an agreement would "re¬ 
quire common efforts of the two 
sides" and added, "We hope that the 
US side will endeavour to solve the 
existing differences with flexible, 
cooperative and realistic approach." 

Suspense in U.S. Poll 

T he Ross Perot factor has again 
CTttered the crucial U.S. Presiden¬ 
tial race, Mr Perot's re-entry has un¬ 
deniably produced constcmaHrm all 
around. The Texas billionaire* ad 
dropped out of the contest in mid- 
July, generating sighs of relief among 
both Republicans and Democrats, on 
September 29. Mr Perot and his sup¬ 
porters organised a nationally 
televised show in Dallas, Texas, 
where enrissaries fron\*he Bush and 
Clinton campaigns came to court his 
support. ^ 

The victory prospects of both 
President George Bush and Mr Bill 
Clinton would be affected by the 
Perot re-entry, although poll figures 
suggest that Mr Clinton's support 
base would suffer a sharper erosion. 
As it is, Mr Bush has apparently nar¬ 
rowed the gap between himself and 
Mr Clinton, from around 15 points to 
10 . 

Mr Perdt himself, running on an 
independent ticket, is likely to secure 
no more than 14 per cent of the vote, 
according to the poll. He can build 
from that base but it will be virtually 
impossible for him to reach a win¬ 
ning figure in the weeks that remain 
till election day. However, his 
presence can harm both the party 
candidates unpredictably, as the 
Clinton and Bush camps are well 
aware. That is why aides from the 
two camps called on Mr Perot recent¬ 
ly. Later, they admitted that sig¬ 
nificant differences remain^ 
between their respective program¬ 
mes and Mr Perot's ideas. 


Mr Perot's foremost econoiftic I 
priority is defrcit cutting. Mr Bush 
would like the fiscal deficit to be, 
reduced but he is unwilling to do it 
the Perot way which is by increasing 
the petrol tax and cutting social wel¬ 
fare benefits. But both Mr Bush and 
Mr Perot believe in a balanced budget 
amendment which would make 
eliminating budget deficits man¬ 
datory for lawmakers. 

* I 

China-S. Korea Summit 

T he first Sino-South Korean sum¬ 
mit ended on September 30 with a 
joint press communique declaring 
that the cstablishsment of bilateral 
relations was of "great significance 
to peace and development in Asia 
and the world as a whole". The 
communique was issued at the end 
of the Beijing leg of President Roh 
Tae Woo's four-day visit to China, 
taking place a month after the estab¬ 
lishment of diplomatic relations. It 
i,maiked the end'of four decades of 
tensions. 

Mr Roh and his spokesmen had 
made it dear earlier* that they regard ' 
the suspected development of nuclear 
weapons by the North as a major issue 
and want^ Chinese persuasion of 
Pyongyang to open up all nuclear 
facilities to mutual inspedion. 

The communique recorded 
China's hope that denuclearisation of 
the Korean peninsula will be 
achieved, as also the Korean people's 
aspiration of reunification. The 
process of relaxation of tension in the 
peninsula should continue, the South 
Korean and Chinese leaders said. 
They were of the view that 
strengthened cooperation in north¬ 
east Asia and the Asia-Padfic region 
will be condudve to developing com¬ 
mon prosperity and in that connec¬ 
tion, agreed to cooperate in regional 
organisations. 

The two sides today entered into 
wide-ranging inter-governmental 
agreements in the areas of’trade, in¬ 
vestment protection, establishment 
of the joint commission on economic 
trade and'technological cooperation 
and scientific and technological 
cooperation. 


Pak developing N.-bombs 

L ast year it was repotted that 
Pakistan abeady had 13 crude 
devices in its nuclear arsenal. Pakis¬ 
tan is nw trying to develop sopWsti- 
cated atomic or hydrogen bombs, 
•according to a leadingsdentific jour¬ 
nal. Howeter, without ,a proven 
design for a significantly more 
sophisticated fission weapon, a 
boosted frssion weapon, or a ther¬ 
monuclear device, it is doubtful 
whether Islamabad Could develop 
one without full-Scale testing. 

A study, based on declassified 
documents and other intemafronal 
studies on Pakistan's clandestine 
nuclear weapons programme, says 
assuming that a nuclear device re¬ 
quires about 15 kg of weapon-grade 
uranium, Pakistan's Kahuta nuclear 
enrichment plant has the capability 
to produce uranium for three to six 
devices a year. -The article, 
"Pakistan's bomb but of the Closet" 
says Pakistan had probably 
produced between 100 and 200 kg of 
weapon-grade uranium. 

Second Plant: Pakistan is 
reported to be building a second en¬ 
richment plant at Golra, near Is¬ 
lamabad. Pakistan has completed a 
small reprocessing plant called 
"New Labs" at the Pinstech complex 
near Rawalpindi. The "New Labs" is 
based on blueprints delivered by 
France, with key equipment bought 
from a variety of suppliers. "New 
Labs" seemed to be large enough to 
allow for expansion of its reprocess¬ 
ing capacity. 

Pakistan has procured a wide 
array of nuclear equipment and has a 
programme to produce large 
amounts of nuclear grade graphite. 
Pakistan has had Chinese assistance 
in building a research reactor. Ex¬ 
perts say without a much larger 
reactor, Pakistan could separate 
only tiny amounts of plutonium 
from the small quantities of fuel it 
could legally withdraw from 
safeguards. Like Iraq, Pakistan is 
simultaneously developing the 
ability to produce fissile materials 
while trying to master weapon 
design and production 
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THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. The third summit of the 
Group of IS developing countries 
(C-15) will be held in November 
1992 at which place? 

Ans. Senegal. 

Q. Who IS the present Governor 
of Reserve Bank of India? 

Ans. S. Venkitaramanan. 

Q. Recently the Supreme Court 
had ordered the Speaker of which 
State Legislative Assembly to appear 
before the court in a contempt mat¬ 
ter? 

Ans. Dr H Borobabu Singh, 
Speaker of Manipur Legislative As¬ 
sembly. 

Q. What is "Indira Vimaan"? 

Ans. It is the world's only exist¬ 
ing elephant chariot (Hathi ruth). The 
two-storeyed chariot is languishing 
in a specially built garage of the 
Jaipur royal family. It made its last 
journey about 65 years ago. The 
chariot used to be taken out in a 
procession once a year on the day 
following Dussehra. 

Q. What were the aggregate 
deposits of scheduled commercial 
banks in 1991-92? 

Ans. Rs 38,216. 

Q. What tax rate lias been fixed 
for foreign institutional investment 
in the Indian capital market on 
dividend and interest income earned 
from such investment? 

Ans. 20 per cent flat rate. Tax on 
long-term capital gains (one year or 
more) will be 10 per cent. 

Q. Name the President of World 
Bank? 

Ans. Lewis Preston. 

Q. Which district enjoys the 
monopoly in the commercial 

f iroduction of mehendi (rosemary) in 
ndia? 

Ans. Pali district in Rajasthan. 

Q. What does Chilika project 
pertain to? 

Ans. Chilika project is a joint 
venture between government of 
Orissa and Tatas for shrimp farming. 
There haS J?een a controversy going 
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on regarding this project. Shrimp 
farming is said to have a negative 
impact on the environment. ^ 

Q. Who is the director of the 
film "LiHle Buddha"? 

Ans. Bernardo Bertolucci, 
j famous Italian director. He is Jcnown 
for his film "Last Emjjeror". 

Q. What important event took 
place on October 15,1932? 

Ans. JRD Tata heralded the 
birth of civil aviation in India with 
his epoch making flight from 
Karachi to Bombay. 

Q. What does Maastrich treaty 
envisage? 

^Ans. It envisages a political and 
monetary uniort'of Europe. 

Q. Name the' President of t 
European Commission? 

Ans. Jacques Delors. 

Q. Name the first hydro-electric 
project of Northern India? 

Ans. Shanan power house, lo¬ 
cated at /oginder Nagar, Himachal 
Pradesh. It was built under the Uhl 
river project scheme. 

Q. With which country has 
India recently signed an extradition 
treaty? 

Ans. Britain. The treaty will en¬ 
sure that Bntain no longer shelters 
anti-India extremists operating from 
British territoiy. The treaty replaces 
the ineffective fugitive offenders Act, 
hitherto governing extradition ar¬ 
rangements between Common¬ 
wealth countries. ' 

Q. Name the first wtsnan to be¬ 
come head of the Union Public Ser¬ 
vice Commission? ♦ 

Ans. Rose Milian Bathaw. 

Q. During 1981-1991 which 
State witnessed the highest popula¬ 
tion growth rate? 

Ans. Nagaland (56.86 per cent). 

Q. WJiat is the purpose of Over 
The Counter Exchange of India 
(OTCED? 

Ans. The exchange has been set 
up for trading in shares of small 
companies. 


Q. Which Indian playback 
singer completed 50 ^Iden years of 
palyback singing in 1992? 

Ans. Lata Matigeshkar. 

- Q. What does "Operation 
Tiger" relate to? 

Ans. It relates to the offensive 
against the Kashmir militants. 

Q. President of which Latin 
American country was removed 
from office recently for six months 
by the parliament on charge of abuse 
of office and corruption? 

Ans. Brazil's President, Fernan¬ 
do Collor de Mello. 

Q. What name has been given 
to New Delhi-Bbmbay AC Express 
(2953/2954)? 

Ans. August Kranti Rajdhani 
Express. 

Q. What is radio paging? 

Ans. It is a csie-way communica¬ 
tion that permits a person to be (xi the 
moveVitn a guarantee that he could be 
anywhere the facility is available. On 
OrtiAier 2,1992 Bombay became the first 
aty to have a modem pagir^ system. 

Q. Which day was celebrated as 
World Habitat Day? 

Ans. Octobers. 

Q. Which year will be 
celebrated as Rashtriya Chetm Varsh? 

Ans. 1993. The year marks cen¬ 
tenary of Swami Vivekanand's 
Bharat Parikratm which climaxed in 
his ejxx^l speech at the Parliament 
of R^igions in Chicago in 1893. 

Q. The teleserial Bharat Ka Lai is 
based on life of which historical'per- 
sonality? 

Ans. Former Prime Minister, 
Lai Bahadur Shastri. 

Q. What is Sotheby? 

Ans. It is internationally known 
■auction company. 

Q. Who is Ms Medha Patkar? 

Ans. She is the leader of the 
Narmada Bachaojindolan. 

Q. Whi(ih year has been dedared 
the United Natkms as the Intetna- 
tional Year of Indigenous People? 

Ans. 1992-93. 



SPORTS 


GAMES 

Paral 3 nnpic Gaines 

T he 1992 Paralympic Games 
(Olympics of disabled athletes) 
ended with a flourish on September 
15,1992 at Barcelona, Spain. 

The USA finished as the top 
medal-winners with 176 overall 
medals, 76 of the gold. Germany was 
second, followed by UK. 

The event was as successful as 
the Barcelona Olympics. It also 
helped in creating awareness about 
the disabled. The next games will be 
held at Atlanta in 1996. . 

ATHLETICS 

World Cup 

N igeria's Sunday Ba anchored the 
African men's 4 x 400 metres 
team to a triumphant victory as 
Africa won the Athletics World Cup 
for the first time. 

The women's event went to the 
CIS, competing for the last time as 
Unified team. 

Third Asian Marathon 
Championship 

E duards Nabunone of host In¬ 
donesia led the men while Sunita 
Anand Godara of India took the 
women's title at the third Asian 
marathon championship. 

BILLIARDS 

World professional 
championship 

I ndia's Geet Sethi confirmed his 
world number one status in ex¬ 
emplary fashion by demolishing 
defending champion Mike Russell of 
England by a massive nurgin of 1,811 
points to win his maiden world 
professional billiards crown. The 
championship was held in Bombay. 

Earlier (3eet Sethi shattered his 
own world record break of 736 when 
he compiled a Stupendous run of 


1,276 on his 25th visit, spread over 
two sessions in 80 minutes, against 
English veteran Bob Close in their 
quarter-final match. This break was 
the best in the world billiards in the 
last six decades. 

BOXING 

World Boxing Council super 
lightweight title 

U ndefeated julio Cesar Chavez of 
Mexico administered a savage 
beating to Hector Camacho of Puerto 
Rico to retain his World Boxing 
Council super lightweight title. 

CRICKET 

Duleep Trophy 

N orth Zone retained the Duleep 
Trophy by virtue of their 171- 
run first innings lead over Central 
Zone. 

Deodhar Trophy 

E ast Zone defeated North Zone by 
one wicket to win the Deodhar 
trophy—their first-ever major cham¬ 
pionship. 


Irani Trophy 

R est of India won the Irani trophy 
defeating Delhi by an innings 
and 122 runs. Right-arm leg-spinner. 
Anil Kumble, was the main wrecker 
of Delhi. He finished with record 
match-figures of 13 wickets for l38 
runs. 

Kumble also broke Ihe previous 
best, bowling record of Uttar 
Prade{»h's Gopal Sharma who 
claimed 12 Wickets for 202 runs 
against Tamil Nadu in 1988-89. 

World Sixes 'Iltle 

P akistan extended their domina¬ 
tion of limited over circket by 
beating India in the final of the first 
International World Sixes tourna¬ 
ment, played in Hong Kong. 

Each team comprised of six 
players. 


Azhar retained Captain 

T he national selectors headed by 
Gundappa Viswanath retained 
Mohammed Azharuddin to lead 
India on the twin tour to Zimbabwe 
and South Africa. Former Indian 
skipper, ^jit Wadekar has been ap¬ 
pointed the cricket manager. 

The other members of the team 
are: Ravi Shastrf (Vftre-Capt), Ajay 
Jadeja, W.V. Raman, Sanjay 
Manjrekar, Sachin Tendulkar, I*ravin 
Amre, Kapil Dev, Manoj Prabhakar, 
Java gal Srinath, Subroto Banerjee, 
Chefan Sharma, Venkatapathy Raju, 
Anil Kumble, Kiran Mon‘, and Vijay 
Yadav. 

HOCKEY 

Women's Inter-Nations Cup 
tournament 

F rance defeatcH.1 Scotland 5-4 via 
tie-breaker to bag the champion¬ 
ship. India finished third I'he tour- . 
nament was held in Singapore. 

KABADDI 

National Women's 
championship 

I ndian Railways won the 40th Na¬ 
tional women's Kabaddi cham¬ 
pionship for the ninth consecutive 
time by defeating Major Ports 24-16. 

SWIMMING 

48th Senior National 
Championship 

I n the men's section the overall 
championship was won by Rail¬ 
ways. The women's championship 
was won by Karnataka. International 
Sebastian Xavier of Railways was 
declared individual champion in 
men's section and Sangita Rao 
clinched the women's individual 
championship. 

Karnataka were declared the 
overall champions. The tournament 
was-held at Bhopal. 

Contd on page 295 


»1 NOVE^«ER’a2 COMPETITION MASTER 



CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

AJSU: All Jharkhand Students 
Union. 

AVASIS: Abridged Visual Ap¬ 
proach Slope Indicator System. 

CCPA; Cabinet Committee oi) 
Political Affairs. , 

CHEER: Children's Enrichment 
Experiment through Radio. 

CSD: Commission on Sus¬ 
tainable Development. 

EMU: (European) Economic 
and Monetary Union. 

ERM; (European) Exchange 
Rate Mechanism. 

FII; Foreign Institutional Inves¬ 
tors. 

GSTP: Global System of Trade 
Preferences. 

ICDS: Integrated Child 
Development Service. 

IREP: Integrated Rural Energy 
Planning. 

JMM; Jharkhand Mukti Mor- 

cha. 

JPP: Jharkhand People's Party. 
NRI: Non-resident Indians. 
OCB: Overseas Corporate 
Bodies. 

, OTCEI: Over the Counter Ex¬ 
change of India. 

O’TEC: Ocean Thermal Energy 
Conversion. 

PTA: Preferential Trading Ar¬ 
rangement. 

RAF: Rapid Action Force. 

SSP: Sardar Sarover Project. 
TPD: Trade Policy Division. 

AWARDS 

Januialal Bajaj awards, 1992 

For outstanding contribution 
tinoapds the upliftment and welfare of 
women and children; Shalini Moghe, 
Director of Bal Niketan Sangh, Im 
done, Madhya Pradesh. 


For outstanding contribution i/i the 
field of constractwe work- Prof 
Thakurdas Bang Gopuri of Wardha, 
Maharashtra. 

Por the application of science and 
technology for rural development: K. 
Vishawanathan, founder-director 
Mitraniketan Vellanad Trivandrum, 
Kerala. 

International award for promoting 
Gandhian values outside India: Dr 
Homer A. Jack of USA. 

Each award carries a citation, a 
trophy and Rs one lakh in cash or its 
equivalent in foreign exchange for 
the international award. 

United Nations Population award, 
1992 

R JRD Tata and the New York 
based Population Council share 
the UN Population award, 1992. 

Shanti Swanip Bhatnagar awards, 
1992 

For bilogical sciences: Dr 
Dipankar Chatterji of Centre for Cel¬ 
lular and Molecular Biolbgy, 
Hyderabad and Dr K. Dharmalin- 
g^m of Madurai Kamaraj University. 

For Chemical sciences: Dr Sumit 
Bhaduri of Alchemie Research 
CCTitre, Thane and Dr S. Ram'asesha 
of the Indian Institute of Science, Ban¬ 
galore. 

For earth, atmosphere, ocean and 
planetary sciences: Dr S.R. Shetye of 
Nation^ institute of Oceanography, 
Goa. 

For engineering sciences: Dr V.S. 
Borkar of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 

For mathemat'ics: Dr Maithili 
Sharan of Indian Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy, New Delhi, 

For medicine: Dr N.K. Mehra of 
All India Institute of Medical Sd^- 
ces. New E)elhi and Dr UJsf. Das of 
Ni2am's Institute of Medical Scien¬ 
ces, Hyderabad. * 


for physical sciences: Dr S.R. 
Shenoy of University of Hyderabad 
and Dr Vikram Kumar of Solid State 
Physics Laboratory, New Delhi. 

Tansen award, T992 

WO Hindustani music stalwarts, 
Mr Ramrao Naik of Bangalore 
and Pandit Sharat Chandra Akolkar 
of Bombay share the award. 

Tansen award has been instituted 
by the government of Madhya 
Pradesh and carries a cash prize of Rs 
one lakh and a plaque. 

Kabir award for promotion of 
communal harmony, 1991 

R Parshuram Pandey of village 
Tangra Khurd in Giridih district 
of Bihar and Mr J.C. Paliwal of Bareli, 
Uttar Pradesh have been given the 
award. 

Instituted by the government of 
India in April 1990 the national 
award is given every year to those 
who display physical and moral 
courage in the face of danger to their 
own lives in saving life and property 
of members of other community 
during communal riots. 

Lata Mangeshkar award, 1992 
HIS award has been given to light 
classical singer, Manik Verma. 
This award has b^n instituted by the 
government of Maharashtra to mark 
the completion of 50 years of singing 
by Lata Mangeshkar. It carries a cash 
prize of Rs one lakh. 

Lord Erskine award 

RJTAIN's Royal Societj^^ for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(RSPCA) has given this award to Mrs 
Mdneka Gairahi for her dedication 
and perseverance in the field of 
animal welfare. 

AVIATION 

Air India to revert to 'Centaur' 
logo ** 

IR-India "Centaur" returned to 
its old home on top of the 
airline's headquarters at Nariman 
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Point on October 15, the day on 
which it completed 60 years. 

■ The majestic "Centaur", which 
had been a symbol of Air-lndia for 
several years till it was replaced with 
the "Sun" logo on October 15, 1989, 
has once again become a part of the 
sky-line of the city where the 'airline 
was born. 

The "Centaur" is a mythical 
horse with a human body. The "Cen¬ 
taur" was formally chosen by Mr 
I.R.D. Tata, Air-India's former chair¬ 
man and "adopted", by Professor 
Walter Langhammer, a well-known 
artist and former art director of The 
Times of India, Bpmbay. 

In place of the "Centaur", the 
"Sun" was selected as the logo be¬ 
cause it symbolised the "new dawn" 
and was an aid to.navigation from 
time immemorial. The "Sun" was 
symmetrical oval, the 24 ravs sym¬ 
bolising the 24 hours of the dav. 

But the much-publicised new 
corporate identity did not have 
desired nlarketing effect. Therefore, 
once again a need Was felt to bring 
back the "Centaur". 

CONFERENCES 

Adivasi meet in Kerala 

M ANANTHAVADI, a small town 
in Kerala’s Waynad district was 
ln)st to an "Adivasi sangamam" for 
eitht days from October 12. 

October 12 invokes a potent 
memory in the history of tribal resis¬ 
tance against oppressive pc^wers It 
was on this date in 1802, under the 
leadership of Thalakkal Chandul, 
that the Adivasis of Waynad fought 
against the British and desfroyed the 
Panamaram fort, 10 Km from 
Waynad. 

The "Siingamam" took place at 
a time when the United Nations had 
declared 1942-93 as the 'International 
Year of Indigenous People'. 

This "Sangamam", helpcHi the 
adivasi communities of India to ex¬ 
change views and interact with each 
other. 

DAYS 

World Tourism Day 

T he World Tourism Day was 
celebrated on September 27. The 


theme was: 'Tourism—A path 
. towards social and economic integra¬ 
tion of continents, an avenud of dis¬ 
covery between people". 

The theme was adopted by the 
general ass»?mbly of the World 
Tourism Organisation at Madrid, 
Spain. 

DEFENCE 

Pilotless target aircraft 

P ILOTLESS target aircraft Laks/iya 
will ^oon be offered to the Army, 
Navy ,ind Air Force for their evalua¬ 
tion prior U) induction. 

Three .successful flights of the in¬ 
digenously developed Uiksh\/a were 
carried out by the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation at 
the Interim test range, Chandipore, 
on September 16,17 and 21,1992. 

4rtfcs7ji/(7 has been designcKl as a 
practice target system for live firing 
of guns and mi.ssilcs. 

At present, the Indian Air Force 
uses pilotless target aireraft, Clitikor, 
of American company Northrop. 

hik-^ln/n is flown by a remote con¬ 
troller, from ground, to make realistic 
target presentations. It is 
manoeuvred almost like a fighter 
aincraft. It carries a radar and infrared 
signature enhancement devices to 
simulate attacking aircraft. At the end 
ot a mission it is recovered by a 
parachute. It can be re-used ten times. 

NUCLEAR POWER 

Indigenous fuel available for 
Tarapur 

A ccording to Dr P.K. lyengar. 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Com¬ 
mission (AEO, indi.^has the capacity 
to prcKluce its own enriched uranium 
to keep the larapur Atomic Pow’er 
Station (TAI’Sl running for next 15 
years. I he indigenous fuel will be re¬ 
quired in case France refuses to supp¬ 
ly fuel. ^ 

After the expiry of the 1963 Indo- 
US agreement on TAI’S in 1993, India 
will txj free to reprtKess the spent fuel 
fatm Tarapur. Infact there is enough 
un-stifeguarded plutonium available 
from the reprocessed spent fuel from 
Rajasthan and Madras reactors. 

The Department of Atomic Ener¬ 
gy has in operation a secret pilot 


centrifuge enrichment facility at 
Ratanhalli, 20 km from Mysore. 

The two Tarapur reactors require 
about 20 tonnes of enriched uranium 
every year and this is available from 
indigenous sources. 

PERSONS 

Hidayatullah, Mohammad 

F ormer Vice-Presidem of India, 
Mr Hidayatullah died on Septem¬ 
ber 18; 1992. He was 87. 

He had the distinction of becorn- 
ing the youngest government 
pleader in the country in 1942, the 
youngest Advocate-General in 1943, 
the youngest Chief Justice of High 
Court in 1954 and the youngest Judge 
of the Supreme Court in 1958. In 1968 
he became the Chief Justice of India. 

He was btim on December 17, 
1905 at Betul, in Madhya Pradesh. 

I lis scholarly achievements bnrught 
him many honours. He was twice 
sworn-in as acting President. Once in 
1969 and second time in 1982. 

A man ot consmopolitan outlook, 
he married a Hindu, Pushpa Shall, in 
1948. Theirs was one of the widely- 
admired Hindu-Muslim marriages. 

Mansur, Mallikarjun 

N oted Hindustani classical 
music (vxKal) maestro. Dr Mal¬ 
likarjun Mansur died on September 
12,1992 at the age of 82. 

Dr Mansur (xrcupied a rare place 
in the world of classical music having 
combined the skills of two great* 
schtKils of music—the Gwalior and 
Atrauli-Jaipur In the latter 

lie was, perhaps, the only exponent 
among his contemporaries. It was 
mainly due to his blend of the styles 
ot Ixith the ^liiiniiiu^ th.it his render¬ 
ings were gitted with rare talent. He 
could present almost every ritgr? in his 
own distinctive and inimitable style. 

PLACES 

Ciskei 

T he Ciskei black homeland of 
South Africa was in the news 
when ^in September 7, 1992 the Ci.s- 
keian security ftirces shot and killed 
at least 23 African National Congress 
(ANt) supporters who were at¬ 
tempting to march on the nominally 
independent, South African 
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)»omeland'h capital, Bisho 

The bloodbath threatened to 
plunge South Africa into a major 
crisis and block efforts to revive 
stalled talks between the ANC and 
the white government on ending 
apartheid. 

Mozambique 

■f^R last sixteen years Mozambique 
JT was plagued by civil war. On Oc¬ 
tober 4,1992 the government of Presi¬ 
dent Joaquim Chissano and the rebel 
Mozambican National Resistance 
Movement (REN A MO) signed a 
peace agreement declaring an end to 
fighting that had tom the country 
apart since independence in 1975 

Mozambique is the old Por¬ 
tuguese East Africa. The Mozambi¬ 
que channel of the Indian ocean 
bounds It m the east. The maprity of 
the population belongs to the Bantu 
tribe. The economy is based on 
agriculture 

Maputo IS the capital of Mozam¬ 
bique. 

PROJECTS 

Ocean energy power plant 

A lOO-mw offshore power plant, 
the first in the country to use 
ocean thermal energy conversion 
(OTEC) technology, is planned to be 
built off the east coast of Tamil Nadu. 
The project, estimated to cost $250 
million, has been approved in prin¬ 
ciple by the Centre. 

The project will be set-up with 
help of the Sea Solar Power Inc of 
USA It will initially set-up a 25 mw 
plant and then scale it up to 100 mw. 

The project appears attractive 
.since the US firm will bear the entire 
risk if the project fails However, it is 
insisting on a commitment from the 
Tamil Nadu government to buy, in 
dollars, the entire power for 20 years, 
the expected life of the plant. 

Some experimental OTEC plants 
including a 5 mw plant off Hawaii are 
currently functioning but commer¬ 
cial development of the techncMogy is 
yet to be undertaken. 

Apart from power, the project 
will also produce potable water 
which wuld be distributed through 
the public water supply system. 
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RESEARCH 

Breakthrough in mapping human 
genome 

B iologists have taken a giant 
leap toward with a big 
breakthrough in mapping the human 
genome—the blueprint that carries 
all the information needed to make a 
human being. 

Mapping the genome is such a 
complicated and vast undertaking 
that it has been called biology's 
equivalent of "landing on the Moon". 

Mapping of the genome will help 
identify abnormal genes responsible 
for some 4,000 genetic disorders. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Where do comets come from? 

S OME astronomers have dis¬ 
covered a small planet like qbject 
beyond Pluto which they say might 
, be an answer to the question: "Where 
do the comets come from?" 

The reddish object, 124 miles in 
diameter, is cruising at a distance 42 
times as far from the sun as earth. Its 
discoerers, David Jewitt of the 
University of Hawaii and Jane Luu of 
the University of California, believe it 
ebnfirms the existence of the 
hypothetical Kuiper belt, home* of 
would-be comets. 


Yugoslavia expelled from UN 

T he United Nations Ceneral As¬ 
sembly has expelled Yugoslavia, 
now comprising Serbia and Mon¬ 
tenegro, by an overwhelming 
majority and asked it to apply afresh 
for the membership. This has been in 
retaliation to the Serb crimes against 
other ethnic groups in Bosnia. 

MISCELLANY 

First floating museum in Calcutta 

T he Calcutta Port Trust has 
prdcured two Iftbsolete paddle 
steamers from the public sector un¬ 
dertaking, Central Inbnd Water 
Transport Corporation, for setting up 
the floating museum. It is said to be 
the first of its kind in the country. The 
museum will cost Rs 95 lakh. 

The international maritime his¬ 
tory with rare documents, books, 
maps, charts, photographs and relii» 


would be displayed in the permanent 
exhibition along with various ar¬ 
tefacts and models, both working 
and non-working. 

The floating museum will have 
different galleries like world 
maritime tradition, maritime tradi¬ 
tions in India, functions of a port, 
evolution of the ships and marine 
crafts, the saga of Indian ports and 
evolution of cargo handling func¬ 
tions. ' , 

Maritime academy at Paradeep 
okayed 

T he Union surface transport min¬ 
istry has cleared the proposal for 
a maritime academy on the east coast 
to be set up near Paradeep port in 
Orissa. 

The academy, which will have a 
campus area of 35 acres, will take up 
training of ship ratings in the first 
phase followed by training facilities 
for officer level personnel for mer¬ 
chant shipping. 

There has been'an increase in the 
demand for ship ratings. But the east¬ 
ern coast had no institution to build 
up skilled personnel base. 

August Kranti Express 

T he New Delhi-Bombay AC Ex¬ 
press (2953/2954) has been 
renamed as August Kranti Rajdhani 
Express with effect from October 2, 
1992. 

The renaming of the train has 
been effected to mark the Golden 
Jubilee celebrations of the Quit India 
Movement, popularly known as 
August 1942 ^anti Movement. 

The New Delhi-Bombay AC Ex¬ 
press was introduced with effect 
from July 1, 1991 as the duplicate 
Rajdhani Express. It has been run¬ 
ning at a gap of 40 minutes after the 
main New Delhi-Bombay Central 
Rajdhani Express. 

lAF to begin women pilots 
training soon 

T he Indian Air Force will start 
training the first batch of wom«i 
pilots in early 1993. Due to high risk, 
women Will not be aUowed to nandle 
combat aircraft till they prove them¬ 
selves on transport and helicopters as 
excellent aircrew. 



Women fighter pilots may be 
new in India, tmt in pngland women 
are already piloting Royal Air Force 
combat aircraft. 

Initially, the selected women 
pilots will fly transport aircraft like 
IL-76, Avros and helicopters. 

In the beginning, commissioning 
of the wortiCT pilots will be for ten 
years and will be called short service 
commission. On expiry of this period 
she will be free to resign. But if will¬ 
ing to continue, extension of service 
or conversiqp to permanent commis¬ 
sion would be considered for deserv¬ 
ing officers. 

Apart from women pilots, air 
force is also going to induct girls in its 
technical branch, putting them at par 
with their counterparts. 

The air force is the first defence 
wing to offer women an active role in 
defence of the country. 

CfiEER for children 

T he centre in collaboration with 
governments of Andhra Pradesh, 
Haryana, Orissa and Uttar, Pradesh, 
launched a new programme called 
Children's Enrichment F.xperiment 
through Radio (CHEEK) from Oc¬ 
tober 2,1992. 

The programme will be broad¬ 
cast from All India Radio (AIR) sta¬ 
tions'at Visakhapatnam, Rohtak, 
Cuttack and Lucknow, specially for 
children under six years of age, at¬ 
tending angammdi centres under the 
Integrated Child Development Ser¬ 
vices (ICDS) scheme. 

The programme will be beamed 
during anganwadi hours for the 
benefit, of children attending the au 
ganxvadis. 

Rapid Action Force operational 

T he newly-formed Rapid Action 
Force (RAF), the 'Zero-response 
time' central outht for tackling cofn- 
munal riots, became operational on 
October 7,1992. 

The force would initially be lo¬ 
cated at* to communally sensitive 
areas—Delhi, Hyderabad, Ah- 
medabad, Varanasi, Aligarh, 
Ghaziabad, Jaipur, Meerut, Al¬ 
lahabad and at Darbhanga or Jam¬ 
shedpur in Bihar. It would be 


expanded further as and when the 
ne^ will arise. 

The 8,000-strong force, a central 
police organisation, would be under 
the operational command of the 
CRPF. It has been set up by drawing 
personnel from the 1.25 lakh strong 
CRPF. 

The RAF would be equipped 
with sophisticated weapons includ¬ 
ing shock batons, modem teargas 
shells, stringer grenades and rubber 
bullets. 

The new fora* Ls the result of a 
government decision in 1992 to 
remodel and reorient 10 battalions of 
the CRPF to create a special force to 
specifically deal with communal 
riots. 

Disparities ip road length 

T here are wide disparities in road 
length in relation to area and 
population >n the country with only 
11 States and four Union Territories 
having more than the national 
average of road length per 100 sq km 

Contd from page 291 
SQUASH 

World Open title 

Tansher Khan of Pakistan became 
J World Open champion for the 
lourth time after boating Chris Dit- 
tmar in the final played at Johannes¬ 
burg, S. Africa. 

End of a golden era 

J ahangir Khan's decision to reitrc 
from squash marks the end of a 
golden era lor a sport he has 
dominatt*d tor much of his 12-year 
career. 

The 28-year-old Pakistani, World 
Open champion six times and British 
Open winner for 10 years in a row, is 
one of an elite group to become 
legends during their sporting career. 
In fact headueved it by the ag^ of 22. 

Jahangir's record of over 500 con¬ 
secutive victories between April 1981 
and Novermber 1986 was remarkable 
by any standards*! In the fiercely com¬ 
petitive game of squash, it was in- 
oredible. And during that period of 
five years, seven months and one day 
he was only once extended to five 
games. 


‘ AfoOng die States, Kerala takes 
the fop position with 322.5 Km per 
100 Bq Km area followed by Tamil 
Nadu (1284 Km), Orissa (125,6 Km), 
I Assam (82 Km), |6um«taka (65,9 Km), 
Maharashrea (67.3 Km), West Bengal 
(64.9 Km), Uttar Ifracteh (62.5 Km) 
and Haryana (58.7 Km). 

The study by the Birla Economic 
Research Foundation states that 
among the Union Territories, Delhi 
takes the top spot with 1,284 Km per 
100 sq Km aiea followed by Chan¬ 
digarh (1,260.5 Km), Pondicherry 
(545 5 Km) and Dadar and Nagar 
Havel(64.2 Km). 

Jammu and Kashmir ranks last 
with 5.9 Km, because almost three- 
fourth of its area is uniniiabited, or 
mountainous or snow-bound terrain. 

The road network in the country 
increased from 3.976 lakh Km to 
18.434 lakh Km between 1950-51 and 
1987-88 registering an annual growth 
of 4.2 per cent. 

-TENNIS 

US Open championship 

S tefan Edberg retained his U.S. 

Open title by defeating Pete 
Sampras 3-6,6-4,7-6,6-2. 

Monica Seles put to rest ques¬ 
tions about her form and her health 
and reinforced her status as the top 
women's player in the world by beat¬ 
ing Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 
straight sets to retain her US Open 
title. 

Women's Doubles: Gigi Fernan¬ 
dez (US) and Natalia Zvereva 
(Belarus). 

Men's Doubles: Paul McNtmee 
(Australia) and Tomas Smid (Czech). 

DAVIS CUP 

India-Britaifu India defeated 
Britain 4-1 to re-enter the Davis Cup 
elite world group of 16. 

Switzerland-Brazil: Switzerland 
defeated Brazil to clinch a historic 
Swiss place in the Davis Cup final for 
the first time. 

USA-Sweden: USA defeated 
Sweden to enter the Davis Cup final 
for the third consecutive year and 
58th tifrie overall. 
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WHO’S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Lennart Merr. He has been elected 
President of Estonia. 

Ilamar Franco: Vice-President of 
Brazil, he h^ been appointed acting 
President following suspension of 
President Collor de Mello by the Par¬ 
liament. 

Chuan Leckpat- Leader of the 
Democrat Party, he has been elected as 
the twentieth Prime Minister of 
Thailand. 

Vijay Bhaskar Reddy: He is the new 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. 

Siddharih Shankar Ray: He has 
been appointed India's Ambassador 
to USA. 

M PM Menon. He has been ap¬ 
pointed India's High Commissioner to 
Canada. 

Ms Shyamala Cousik: She has been 
appointed India's Ambassador to 
Philippines, 

Mrs Kamlesb Kumar: She has been 
appointed India's High Commis¬ 
sioner to Hong Kong. 

Arif Qamrain: He is India's Am¬ 
bassador to Afghanistan 

Gopalswami Parthasarathy He has 
been appointed India's Ambassador 
to Myanmar. 

Y.M Tewarr He is India's new 
Ambassador to Cyprus. 

Afiab Seth: He has been appointed 
India's Ambassador to Greece. 

K P. Fabian: He has been ap¬ 
pointed India's Ambassador to Qatar. 

Dr Gauri Shankar Rajhans: He has 
been appointed India's Ambassador 
to Vietnam. 

A.N. Verma: He has been ap- 


EVENTS 


SEPTEMBER 

10— An all-party meeting on the 
Jharkhand issue, convened by 
the Bihar Chief Minister, fails 
to arrive at a consensus on 
creation of a separate State. 

11— Over 1000 people are killed in 


pointed Chairman of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Trade Practices Com¬ 
mission (MRTPC). 

Mrs Rose Millan Bathew. She is the 
first woman Chairman of Union 
Public Service Commission. 

Resigned 

hi. fanardhana Reddy: Chief Mini¬ 
ster of Andhra Pradesh. 

Fernando Collor de Mello: President 
of Brazil, he has been removed from 
office for six months as the Parliament 
voted to impeach him on charges of 
abuse of office and corruption. 

Distinguished \^sitors ' 

Ranasinghe Premadasa: President 
of Sri Lanka. 

Hap Hassanal Bolkiah: Sultan of 
Brunei. 

Princess Anne- Member of British 
Royal family. 

Do Muoi: General Secretary of 
Communist Party of Vietnam. 

Died 

Justice M. Hidayatullah. Former 
Vice-President of India and ex-Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

K.VK. Sundaram: First Elecfion 
Commissioner of India. 

Pandit Malikarjun Mansoor: 
Renowned Hindustani Vocalist. 

Dr A.R Copal Ayengar: Eminent 
scientist. 

Tarachand Barjatya: Noted film 
producer. 

Gerald Hanley: Irish novelist. 

Ms Anutai Wagh: Educationist and 
outstanding social worker. , 

Ms Mehar Contractor: Renowned 
Puppeteer. 


floods in Pakistan. 

—^An indefinite curfew is clamped 
in Shillong after a fresh spurt ih 
violence. 

14— Ihe Indian cajfftal markets ai;e 
opened to foreign institutions. 

15— Arson mars Jharkhand Bandh. 


18—A full bench of the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court strikes 
down as unconstitutional the 
amendment to the- Andhra 
Pradesh Educational Institu- 

' tions Prohibition of Capital Fee 
Act, under which private 
managements of medical and 
engineering colleges were al¬ 
lowed to charge capitation fees 
for 50 per cent seats. 

21— France votes in favour of 
Maastricht tfeaty. 

22— India and Britain sign the his¬ 
toric extradition treaty. 

23— Yugoslavia is expelled from 

26—India seeks permanent seat in 
U.N. Security Coimcil. 

28— A Pakistan International Air¬ 
lines (PIA) Airbus 300 crash 
near Kathmandu, Nepal, kills 
all 156 on board. 

29— Mr N. Janardhana Reddy 
resigns as Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

30— Brazil's President, Fernando 
Collor de Mello is removed 
from office for six months as 
the Parliament votes to impeach 
him of charges of corruption. 

cx:tober 

2—^Texas billionaire Ross Perot re¬ 
enters the US Presidential race. 

4— ^Kuwait goes to polls after a 
gap of seven years. 

—^The Government of Mozambi¬ 
que and the rebels sign a peace 
agreement declaring an end to 
more than 16 years of fighting. 

5— ^More than 200 people are killed 
as an Israeli Cargo Jet crashes 
into an apartment complex in 
Amesterdam. 

6— Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
threatens to seize the disputed 
area of Georgia. 

—Opposition in Kuwait wins 
majority. 

^—Kuwaiti govenunent, headed 
by Prime Minister and Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad AI Abdallah 
A1 Sabah, resigns. 

8— ^Indian Air Force celebrates its 
diamond jubilee. > 

9— The death toU in communal 
clashes in Sitamarhi, near Patna, 
rises to 36. Indefinite curfew is 
imposed. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below ivere set in the Railwax/ 
Recruitment Board examinations held in Calcutta and other 
Centres on the 23rd February, 1992. 

We arc grateful to Shri Arvind Kumar ]ha of Laheria 
Sarai (Dt. Darblianga) for sending these questions. 

1 . ' + 

4 8 16 

‘'■>16 <-'8 '■^16 
((') None of these 

^13 3? 13 ' 39 

(a) 2 (h) -4 {(■) 9 (cO -t 

(e) None of these 

3. ,%f4iofRsl5= ? 

J J O 

(Cl) Rs 10.75 (b). Rs 35.50 0 ) Rs 22.50 

(</) Rs 15.60 (f) None of these 

. 29 4 ,,3 7 ,,2 „1 , 

105 *35‘’" 4 -11 ”” 3 -^ 6 '■ 


(a) 21 (b) 3 


11 


(c) 


3 

II 


uo ; 


21 


(e) None of these 
5 272.03 

^^ 039.11 

232.92 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

(e) None of these 

6 . yly 2 ^ 3 

(o) 12 (b) 27 

(e) None of these 


(c) 5 


U) 21 


(ci) 4 


(cO 19 


7. v?= 


7 

27 


(a) 4 (b) 189 

(e) None of these 
8 . 15 = 75% of 7 

(a) 10.25 (b) 10.5 

(e) None of these 

9 2.^.4.,’ 

3 • 8 ■ • 5 ■ 


(<•) 1 % 


(c) 25 


(d) 729 


(d) 20 


(tf) 

21 

20 

1*1 “ 

'*'21 

(c) 25 


(C) 

None of these 



10. 

7: Rs 2.25 

;: 2.4 tonnes: 

5 quintals 


(u) 

Rs 108 

(h) Rs 10.80 

(c) Rs 

1.08 

id) 

1.80 

(e) None of these 


11. 

1.0% of 10% of 100 = 7 



(ii) 

10 

(b) 9 

U) .1 

(d) 5 

(e) 

None of these 



12. 

(^+'l3) (V 5 -V 3 ) = 7 approximately 

(d) yf2 

(a) 

5 

(b) 3 

(c) 2 


(e) None of these 

13. Add : 6.006, .06,60.6,6.006,60.06 

(a) 142 (b) 142.732 , (r) 132.832 

(d) 132.732 (e) None of these 

14. What decimal of an hour is a second7 

(a) .00099 (b) .00028 (r) .00027 

(d) .(KK)26 (e) None of these 

15. The difference between the place values of 7 and 
3 in the number 527435 is: 

(a) 5 (b) 4 (c) 45 (d) 6970 

(c) None of these 

16. How many of the following are divisible by 12? 
2328,1548,3316,4556,1236, 2432,2664 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (<•) 7 id) 4 

(c) None of these 

17. Ifx = 2,y = 3, then what is the value of 3x'’ + 2y^? 

(a) .30 (b) 18 (c) 78 (d) 42 

(c) None of these 

18. By how much is the area of a square of side 5.3 
cm decreased when its side is decreased by 3 cm. 

(a) 2.3 sqm (b) 12.8sqm (c) 22.8sqm 

(d) 2.28 sqm (c) None of these 

19. Ashok buys a book for Rs 43.75 and sells it for 
Rs 50. What is his gain per cent approximately7 

(a) 41.3% (b) 14.3% (<•) 13.6%' 

(d) 12.4% (e) None of these 

20. 40 men can dig a trench 32 metres long in 16 
days. How many days will 60 men take to dig a trench 
12 metres long’ 

(</) 4 (6) 16 (f) 8 (d) 20 

(c) None of these 

21. If a train is running at the speed of 86.4 km/hr, 
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then how much distance will it cover in 10 mmutes? 

(fl) .014 km (h) 144 km 

(() 1.44 km (d) 14.4 km 

(e) None of these 

22. If two numbers are respectively 20% and 50% of 
a 3rd number, what % is the 1st number of the 2nd one? 

{a) 10 (b) 20 

(f) 30 (rf) 40 

(e) None of these ' 

23 A trader sells 9 bullocks and 7 cows for Rs 30,000 
to a customer and to another customer he sells 6bullocks 
and 13 sows at the same price for the same sum, then the 
pnee of a bullock is‘ 

(«) 21(X) (/» 2400 

(() 300 (J) 3700 

(c) None of these 

24 At what rate per cent per annum simple interest 
a certain sum of money will become double in 8 years? 

(rt) •) (b) 8 

(<) 10 (c/) 12 

(c) None ol these 

25 ,A man makes his upward purney @16 km/hr 
and downward purney @ 28 km/hr. What is his average 
speed in km/hr’ 

(it) 32 (b) 56 

(O 22 (d) 21 

(e) None of these 

26 A number is increased by 10% and then reduced 
by 10% The number. 

(it) does nut change (b) decreases by 1% 

(O increases by . I % (d) increases by 1% 

(c) None of these 

27 A shopkeeper professes to sell his goods at cost 
price but use% a weight of 800 grams instead of 1 kg. Thus 
he makes a gain of. 

(a) 2% (b) 8% 

(O 20% (d) 25% , 

(c) None of these 

28 In selling an article for Rs 76, thoe is a gain of 
52% The gain by selling that for Rs 74 is? 

(it) 50% (b) 48% 

(e) 46% (d) 44% 

(e) None ot these 

29 A number of school admission for computer 
course is increased by 15% every year. If the numb» of 
Students in 1990 was 800, what is the expected number 
of Students in 1992? 

' (a) 920 (b) 1058 

(<) 1040 (d) 1198 

(e) None ot these 

30. ^y how much is four-fifth of 70 lesser than five- 


sevetdh of 112? 

(a) 42 (b) 22 

(c) 24 (d) 40 

(e) None of these 

31. Vijaygete 49% marks in an examination obtain¬ 
ing 294 marks. lit the same examinatknt, Pradeq> scores 
372 marks. His percentage of marks is: 

(a) 55% (b) 60% (c) 62% (d) 65% 

32. The smallest square number which is exactly 
divisible by 2,3,4,5 and 6 is: 

(a) 800 (b) 900 (c) *1200 (d) 1500 

33. The average age of a class of 30 students is 16 
years. If the age of their teacher is 47 years, what will be 
the average age of the students and teacher? 


(a) 31, 


(c) 17 years 


(b) 28^ years 
(d) 17| years 


34. Samu* bought 10 kg of tea @ 45 per kg and 8 kg 
@ Rs 50 per kg. He nuxed the two and sold the mixture 
with a total profit of Rs 32. At what price per kg did he 
sell the mixture? 

(a) Rs50 (b) Rs48 (t) Rs-49 (d) Rs47 

35. A 200-metre long train is running at the speed of 
60 km per hour. How many seconds will it take to cross 
a signal point? 

(a) 6 (b) 3* (0 3 (d) 12 

36. A man walked 20 metres to cross a rectangular 
field diagonally. If the length of the field is 16 metres, 
what is the breadth of the field? 

(fl) 4 m (b) 12 m (c) 16 m 

(d) Cannot be determined 

t 37. What will be the amount payable after 2 years, 
if Rs 20JOOO is borrowed ® 5% per anniun compound 
interest? 

(fl)Rs 22.500 (b) Rs 55.000 

(ORs 11,025 (d) Rs 22.050 

38. A, B and C together can finish a work in 10 days. 
If A and B fiitish the same work in 15 days, how many 
days can C alcme complete it? 

(a) 5 (b) 20 (c ) 25 (d) 30 

39. The greatest 4aumber that will divide 516, 260 
and 132, leaving a remainder of 4 in each case is: 

(0) 128 (b) 64 (c) 48 (d) 32 

40. Two successive discounts of 15% and 20% are 
equivalent toa ^gle discount of. ^ 

(o) 32% (b) 35% (f) 65% (d) 75% 

41. A businessman sold 2 cars for Rs 9900 eadt 
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making 10% profit on one and losing 10% on file other. 
Flis gain or loss % on the two cars is: 

(a) No gain, no loss (ft) loss 1% 

if) gain 1% (r/) gain 5% 

42. A buys goods at 25% off |he list price. At what 
per cent of the list prior should he mark the goods so that 
he earns a profit of 20% after allowing a discount of 20%? 

(a) 112.5% (ft) 120% ic) 125% 

((f) 145% 

43. An electric pump can fill a tank in 3 hours. 
Because of a leak in the tank it was taking 3^ hours to fill 

the tank. The leak can drain all the water of the tank in: 
(a) 12 hours 

(ft) 10 2 hours 

(c) 6 ^ hours 
((f) 21 hours 

44. If the difhrrence between simple interest and 
compound interest is Re 1 for two years at the rate of 5% 
per annum, what is the sum’ 


(a) Rs300 
(ft) Rs400 
(< ) Rs450 
(if) R.S500 

45. What sum should Sanjay deposit in bank so that 
it amounts to Rs 1915.35 in 2 years at 13% per annum 
compound interest? 

(a) Rs 1200 
(ft) Rs 1300 

(c) Rs 1400 
(cf) Rs 1500 

46. Find the amount of income obtained from 185 
shares if half yearly dividend per share is Rs 4. 

(a) Rs 1200 
(ft) Rs 1300 
(O Rs 1440 

(d) Rs 1480 

47. The difference between the ewnpound interest 
and the simple interest of a certain sum of money in¬ 
vested at 10% interest per annum after 2 years is Rs 5. 
The sum invested is: 

(a) Rs300 
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{h) Rs4(K) 

(c) Rs 500 

{(J) Rs 1000 

48. A manufacturer sells an article to a dealer keep¬ 
ing 25% profit. The dealer sells the same to a retailer at 
25% profit. If the retailer sells the article for Rs 250 to a 
customer and gets a profit of 25%, what is the manufac¬ 
turing price of the article? 

(«) 120 

(fe) 125 

0) 128 

(d) 130 

49. A, B and C started a business by investing Rs 
40/)00. If the distribution of profit is proportional to the 
investments, and A gets Rs 5,000 and B gets Rs 6,000 as 
profit from a total profit of Rs 20,000 after the year end, 
find the investment of C? 

(«) Rs 12,000 

(6) Rs 8,000 

(c) Rs I8.(XX) 

(d) Rs 10,000 

50. A businessman allows 4% concession on the 
printed price of an article. If by selling an article for Rs 
300, he earns a profit of 20%, what is the printed price of 
the article? 


(a) 390.62 
{h) 400 
(c) 389.60 
id) 388.40 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. 

ih) 

2. iO 

3. 

U) 

4. (e) 

5. 

(a) 

6. ie) 

7. 

id) 

8. id) 

9. 

(a) 

10. ia) 

II. 

ir) 

12. ic) 

13. 

(d) 

14. U ) 

15. 

Uf) 

16. (d) 

17. 

(c) 

18. ic) 

19. 

ih) 

20. ia) 

21. 

id) 

22. id) 

23. 

ih) 

24. (c) Ans. 12.5% 

25. 

iO 

26. ih) 

27. 

id) 

28. (h) 

29. 

ih) 

30. ic) 

31. 

it) 

32. ih) 

.33. 

U) 

34. (c) 

35. 

idy 

36. ih) 

300 
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37. id) Amount = P( 1-1-™)' 

38. id) 39. (al 

40. (a) Suppose sum = 100 

15% on 100 St 15' 

Balance = 85 
20% on 85 =17' 

15+17 =32% 

41. (6) CP.ofcarwith >0% gain = 

ggrif) y i()ii 

C.P. of car with 10% loss = = 11,000 ' 

( I Uvr” IU) 

C.P. of both = 20,000 
S.P. of both = 19,800 ' 

, (C.P.-S.P.)x 100 2(X)xl00 

„ = 20(XX) =' 

42. (o) 

43. (d) Suppose the capacity of the tank = 300 It 

In 3 hrs the pump fills = 300 It * 

I .»I L • .jir.i 300x7 

In 3- hrs it would till 350 It 

7 

50 It is drained by leakage in ^ hrs 


c.r. = Pxi(i + |Jjo/-i] 

45. (d) 46. (d) 

47. (<•) Suppose sum = 100 

pxfxr 
^ 100 

C.l.= Px[(l +-’)'-ll 

r 

48. O') Starting from the tail. 

Retailer's S.P. = 250 
Retailer’s C.P. = 200 ^’25% profit 
Dealer’s S.P. =200-; 

Dealer’s C.P. = I60@ 25% profit 
manufacturer's S.P. ^160 
manufacturer’s C.P>. = 128 @ 25% profit : 

49. (t‘) 50. (cr) • ‘ 



OBJECnVE-WPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The questions given below were set 
in the BSrB (State ^nk of India Group) 
examination held on August 2,1992. 

We are grated to Shri Satrugunna 
Dash of Puri ((Jrissa) for sending the 
questions to us. 

Q. 1-12. Read the following 
passage carefully and answer the 
questions given below it Certain 
words/phrases are printed in italics 
to help you to locate them while 
answering some of the questions. 

One of the major concerns of 
many European physicians today is 
the alarming increase in the incidence 
of suicides across the continent. 
Recent studies indicate that more 
Europeans take their own lives than 
I they die on the highways. While the 
traditionally high suicide rates in 
Austria, Hungary, Switzerland and 
Scandinavia have remained relative¬ 
ly stable, the low rates in Latin and 
Catholic countries have begun to 
grow dramatically in the last 20 
years. Among some age groups in 
Ireland, the increase is of the order of 
700 per cent. In many parts of Europe, 
suicide has tong been common 
among older people. In parts of Hun¬ 
gary, which holds Europe's record for 
suicides with a rate of 41 a year per 
one lakh people, the rale among the 
elderly is 300. In France it is 114, 
while the overall rate is 20.8. By com¬ 
parison, the overall suicide rate in the 
United States is 12.3. In Japan it is 
17.3. 

The greatest concern of Eurojaean 
specialists is the increasing number 
of young people who take their own 
lives. Since the 1960s the suicide rate 
among young French men between 
the ages of 15 and 29 has tripled. A 
third of Danish men who die between 
the ages of 25 and 34 kill themselves. 

Experts see the transformation of 
European Society as the key to the 
recent increases in European 
suicides. The modernisation of the 


workforce, the increasing social and 
geographical mobility and the conse¬ 
quent breakdown of old family struc¬ 
tures and support iretworks all play a 
role. In a comparative study of 
suicide in 20 European countries over 
two decades, it was found that factors 
such as divorce, unemployment, the 
number of working women in a 
society, the number of children and 
the prevalence of religion, combined 
with the presence of violent crimes 
and alcohol abuse, are useful in 
predicting the rise and fall of suicide 
rates. As Europe's Southern titnr be¬ 
comes more prosperous, families are 
becoming smaller, relationship less 
stable and suicides are increasing. In 
eastern Europe, where change is 
coming even faster, suicide rates are 
expected to flare-up for a rather long 
period of time. 

As traditional family support 
systems have weakened in the U.S., 
Canada and Britain, State and com¬ 
munity services have worked to fill 
the gap with counselling and hot¬ 
lines. But there has been a setback to 
this very recently. More and more 
people are beginning to consider the 
way they die as an equally personal 
choice. This has been fuelled by a 
whole new range of "how-to-do-it" 
books hitting the market, a few of 
them even topping the best-seller list. 
The authors usually justify their 
works as human aids for the aged 
and infirm. Suicide is portrayed es¬ 
sentially as self-inflicted euthanasia, 
itself a hotly debated issue. As a con¬ 
sequence of this, an increasing num¬ 
ber of people in Europe are now 
directly confronting their own mor¬ 
tality. 

1. What, according to the pas¬ 
sage, has exactly been the greatest 
concern of European Specialists? 

to) Increase in the number of 
young people committing 
suicide. 

(b) Increase in the number of 


Danish men killing them- 
%lve$. 

(c) Increase in the number of 
older people committing 
suicide. 

to) Increase in the number of 
French people killing 
themselves, 
to) None of these. 

2. Which of the following has 
not been mentioned in the passage as 
a reason for the gradual escalation in 
European suicide rate? 

to) The breakdown of tradi¬ 
tional family structures. 

(b) The migration of people 
from one place to another, 
to) The growing unemploy¬ 
ment problem. 

(d) Tlie mobility of people on 
the social scale. 

to) None of these. 

3. According to the passage, the 

finding of the comparative study of 
suicide in 20 countries was that. 

to) divorce and unemploy¬ 
ment led to violent crimes 
and alcohol abuse. 

(b) suicide rates could be 
predicted on the basis of 
certain socio-cultiiral fac¬ 
tors. 

to) violent crimes and alaihol 
abust* are the main reasons 
for suicides. 

(d) the prevalence of religion 
was combined with the 
presence of violent crimes 
and alcohol abuse, 
to) .suicide rates may rise or 
fall and are difficult to 
predict. 

4. What has been mentioned in 
the passage as regards the suicide 
rate in Switzerland? 

to) The increase in the suicide 
rate in Switzerland has 
been higher than that of 
other European countries. 
(b) There has not been any ap¬ 
preciable change in the 
suicide rate in Switzerland 
over the few years, 
to) Switzerland's suicide rate 
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has been the same as that 
of other countries like 
Austria, Hungary and 
Scandinavia. 

id) There has been a steady in¬ 
crease in the suicide rate in 
Switzerland over the past 
20 years. 

(fi) Switzerland's suicide rate 
has been traditionally 
stable, but has been grow¬ 
ing over the last 20 years. 

5. Which of the following state¬ 
ments IS TRUE in the context of the 
passage? 

(a) Some places in Hungary 
have a yearly suicide rate 
of 300 elderly people per 
one lakh people. 

(b) The over^l suicide rate in 
Ireland has increased by 
700 per cent in the last 20 
years. 

(c) The suicide rate in Latin 
and Catholic countries 
have remained low over 
the last 20 years. 

(d) In France, 114 individuals 
per one lakh people com¬ 
mit suicide everjr year. 

(e) In Japan, the suicide rate 
among the elderly is 17.3 a 
year per one lakh people. 

6. The activities of State and 

community services are yielding less 
results in recent times on account of 
the. 

(fl) growing resistance to 
counselling and hotlines 
by the people. 

(b) increase in the number of 
the aged and the terminal¬ 
ly ill resorting to 
euthanasia. 

(c) weakening of traditional 
family support systems. 

(d) ever-increasing number of 
people committing suicide 
out of frustration. 

(e) increase in the number of 
people exerting their per¬ 
sonal choice in deciaing 
the way they die. 

7. Which of the following state¬ 
ments is NOT TRUE in the context of 
the pa.ssage. 

(a) Lesser number of 
Europeans are today 
dying of highway acci¬ 
dents than killing themsel¬ 
ves. 

(h) One-third of men between 


the ages of 25 and 34 who 
kill themselves are Danish. 

(c) The overall suicide rate in 
America is 1Z3 a year per 
one lakh people. 

(d) An overall suidde rate of 
41 a year per one lakh 
people has oeen found in 
parts of Huiigaiy. 

(e) During the 1960s the 
suicide rate of 15-29 year 
old French men was only 
one-third of what it is 
today. 

8. What has been mentioned in 
the passage regarding Europe's 
Southern part? 

(flt) Suicide rates are remaining 
stable there. 

(b) Unemployment is com¬ 
paratively more there. 

(c) The living standards of the 
people are improving 
there. 

(d) There are smaller families 
there. 

(e) Economic transformation 
is relatively faster there. 

9-10. Which of the following is 
the SAME in meaning as the 
word/group of words given in italics 
as used in the passage? 

9. hotly: 

(а) passionately 

(б) warmly 

(c) angrily 

(4) extensively 
(e) publicly 

10. hitting: 

ta) striking vigorously 
(W selling 

(c) attracting 

(d) attacking strongly 

(р) reaching 

11-12. Which of the following is 
most OPPOSITE in meaning of the 
word/group of words in italics as 
used in the passage? 

11. breakdown: 

(a) collapse 

(b) assimilation 

(с) construction 

(d) integration 

(e) collection 

12. flare up: 

Ca) group 

(b) smoulder 

(c) inflame 
(4) dedine 
ie) die down 

Q. Pick out the most ef¬ 


fective word from the given words 
to fill in tile blank to make the sen¬ 
tence meaningfully complete. 

13. W e the family members 

after expressing our grief at the 
tragedy. 

(a) mourned 

(b) condoled 

(c) satisfied 
(4) cheered 
(c) consoled 

14. The doctor was overcome 

with_wheft he came to know 

that the patient had died due to 
negligence on his part. 

(a) emotion 
(W reality 
(c) humiliation 
(4) remorse 

(e) conscience 

15. The workers could no 

longer_their resentment against 

the management and therefore 
decided to go on strike. 

(a) consider 

(b) contain 

(c) feel 

(d) determine 

(e) express 

16. By sheer hard work, Sunil 

has_out a niche for himself in the 

field of journalism. 

Oi) derived 

(b) worked 

(c) cKcupied 

(d) carved 

ie) accomplished 

17. The affluent life styles of con- 
temporary politicians are in sharp 

contrast to the_ways of living c>f 

the freedom filters. 

(a) stingy 

(b) extravagant 

(c) austere 

id) disciplined 

(e) agnostic 

18. On account of South Africa's 

racist policies, most of the countries 
had decided. to_it economically. 

(a) cortdemn 

(b) qukourage 

(c) ij^late 
id) prevent 
(e) tiicat 

19. Of'the several issues that 

were disc^jised in the meeting, only a 
few were pitoient and most of them 
were_s_ 

(a) related 

I' 
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(h) independent 
(c) a>ntrn$tit^ 

(lO iirdeviint 
ie) detached 

20. The chemical warfare 

capability of Iraq is a_to aggres¬ 

sion even by the Sufw-powers. 

(fl) constraint 
(/») deterrent 
(c) precaution 
(rf) detriment 
(c) pretext 

Q. 21-25. In each of th^ follow¬ 
ing questions, the italicised printed 
part of the sentence may have an 
error. The sentence can be made 
meaningful and correcf by replacing 
the italicised part wHh one of the 
given alternatives. The number of 
the alternative is the answer. If no 
correction is needed mark "5" as the 
answer. 

21. Suparna purchased the ivn/ 
ycHnf of all the Saris kept in the shop 

(rt) the most giKxi 

(h) the very brtter 

(c) the best (<0 the better 

(f) No cprrection rt\]uired 


. 22. Had we been on Kme, we 
tmiild not Imiv missed the train. 

Qi) had not 

(h) might have 

(c) would have been 

(if) will iKit liave 

(e) No correction required 

23. Having had in the Railways 
for a long time, Manohar has visited 
ail the Indian atics. 

(fl) He has been 

(ft) Had he been 

(c) Having 

(if) Having been 

fr) No correction required 

24. Deepika tvould hai'C been 
looked degant in a Sari. 

(fl) had looking 

(ft) might have looked 

(r) was looked 

(if) would be kxiked 

(lO No correction required 

25. Mrs Stoneham had '•tni/ing 
here since 1954 and has made India 
her home. 


(ft) will stay 


(Sr) is staying (ft) 
(i) was to stay 
Of) Ivis been staying 


(f) No anrection required 

Q. 1^5. In the following pas- 
saga* thereiire blanM* each of which 
has Non numbered, lliese numbers 
are printed below the passage and 
against each five words are sug¬ 
gested, one of which fits the blank 
appropriately in tjhe context of the 
whole passage. Find out the ap¬ 
propriate wolds. 

In the past, parents and 
psychologists cou|d only (26) what a 
ixiby was thinking. Most of our (27) 
about infants came from direct obser¬ 
vation by psychologists. No wonder, 
such information often smacked of 
(28) on the part of the investigator. 
But; as a result of (29) in scientific 
observation, we now (30) far better 
about the (31) years than ever. Video 
cameras have refined our ability to 
observe as well as (32) the behaviour 
of infants. As a research (33) for ex¬ 
ploring human behaviour, the 
camera has btvn as (.34) as the micro¬ 
scope was in (35) uivseen oj>;anisms. 

26 (fl) gues.s (ft) predict 
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(i') think 

id) doubt 
((?) realise 

27. (rt) knowledge 
(t>) complaints 
(f) decision 

(d) observation 

ie) thoughts 

28. (fl) mistake 
(h) inability 

(c) bias 

((/) efficiency 

(c) ignorance 

29. (a) decline 

(h) attempts 

(c) interest 
(<0 advances 

(e) opportunities 

30. (fl) conclude 
(W experiment 
(t) discover 

(d) know 

(e) see 

31. (a) exact 

(b) early 

(r) unknown 

(d) adult 

(e) childish 

32. (<?) develop 
(W retain 

(c) focus 
(<0 watch 
(e) record 

33. (fl) strategy 

(b) tool 

(c) method 

(d) study 

(e) problem 

34. (rt) vivid 

(b) useful 

(i) scientific 
(lO candid 

(c) sophisticated 

35. (a) enhancing 
(W reproducing 

(c) inventing 

(d) destroying 
(c) revealing 

Q. 36-45. Read each sentence to 
find out whether there is any gram¬ 
matical or idiomatic error in it. The 
enoi> if any, will be ih one part of the 
sentence. The number of thft part is 
your aioMver. If there n no error, the 
answctf fs '5'. (Ignore the errors of 


purictuation, if any). 

36. Despite of a good monsoon 

(1) this year, the production (2) of 
foodgrains in the (3) country did not 
go up (4). No error (5). 

37. The last of the Mughal (1) 
emperors of India was imprisoned (2) 
and was later sent into (3) exile by the 
British (4). No error (5). 

38. Hardly 1 stepped (1) out of 
my house when (2) I saw some 
policemen (3) coming towards my 
house (4). No error (5). 

39. Today, the cost of living (1) is 
such higher that many (2) people find 
It difficult to (3) keep their he.irth 
burning (4). No error (5). 

40. Swati has such a fine (1) 
memory that she can (2) recollect 
anything what (3) happened many 
years ago (4). No error (5). 

41. In spite of a thoroughly 
search (1) one of the business 
premises, the (2) tax authorities could 
not find (3) any incriminating docu¬ 
ment (4). No enxir (5). 

42. The agitating students had 
taken (1) a vow not to return to their 

(2) classes until their demands were 
not (3) accepted by the Principal (4). 
No error (5). 

43. In the meeting, Mr Mehta's 
(1) suggestions with regard for (2) 
certain administrative reforms were 

(3) hailed by all the members (4). No 
error (5). 

44. The demand of the Citizens' 

(1) Forum that the prices of essential 

(2) commodities to lower down Will 

(3) soon be considered by the 
Government (4). No error (5). 

45. Children who have had (1) 
good pre-school education (2) are 
most likely to out-do (3) other 
cliiidren at school (4). No error (5). 

Q. 46-50. Rearrange the follow¬ 
ing five sentences (A), (B), (O, (D) 
and (E) in the proper sequence so as 
to form a meaningful paragraph, 
then answer the questions given 
below them: 

(A) However, in spite of paren¬ 
tal efforts kids are found to fall short 
of their potentiality. 

(B) Bringing out the best of the 
child is a gradual process of support 
and encouragement on your part. 


(C) Parents give natural abiUty 
of children as an explanation for this. 

(D) These efforts pay off in peak 
performance—the stuff of every 
parent's dream. 

(E) There are no short-cuts to 
bringing your child to do his best. 

46. Which sentence should come 
SECOND in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) E 

47. Which sentence should come 
THIRD in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) E 

48. Which sentence should come 

FOURTH in the paragraph? * 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) E 

49. Which sentence should come 
LAST in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C . (4) D 

(5) E 

50. Which sentence should come 
FIRST in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) E 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(fl) 

2. id) 

3. ib) 4. 

(c) 

5. 

(b) 

6. ic) 

7. ie) 8. 

(d) 

9. 

(a) 

10. ie) 

11. id) 12. 

(c) 

13. 

(c) 

14. id) 

15. ib) 16. 

id) 

17. 

(c) 

18. ic) 

19. id) 20. 

ib) 

21. 

(c) 

22. ie) 

23. id) 24. 

ib) 

25. 

(d) 

26. (<?) 

27. ia) 28. 

ic) 

29. 

id) 

30. id) 

31. ib) 32. 

ie) 

33. 

ib) 

34. ib) 

35. ie) 


36. 

(1) 

'despite or 

in spite of' a 


37. 

(3) 

'and lafor sent into' 


38. 

(1) 

'hard{y had 1 stepped' 


39. 

(2) 

'is much higiier' 


40. 

(3) 

'recollect anything that' 



(1) 

'though search' 


42. 

(3) 

'demands 

were accepted' 


43. 

(2) 

'with regard to' 


44. 

(3) 

'C(^m^itie6 be brought 







45. 

(5) 

hjp error 



46. 

B 

47. A 

48. C 49. 

D 

50. 

E 
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Q.1 to Sdgh'eii Moxv xivre ivt in the 
B 5-R-B. Probatiofiar}/ Officers' ex- 
ivninatiofj hcM at various centres — 
Lncknoiv, Baroda etc on the 30th 
Angiist, 1992. 

Wf are grateful to Sarxfshn Sanjeet 
Kumar Sin^i and Raniit Kumar }ha, 
both of Patna, V.R. Bdhit of Dnidigul 
(T N.), Rajesh Kumar Rai of Jamshed¬ 
pur, Ratan Knihar Singh of Kishanganf 
(Bihar), Saiijap Kumar and friends of 
Motihari (Bihar), Santosii Kumar 
Kapari ofLaxmi Sagar (Dt. Darhhanga) 
and Ravi Kant Kaushik of Mnndsour 
(M.P.) for sending these questions to us. 

The remaining questions uvroset ui 
various recentitf held examinations. 

1. Who was named for the 1992 
U.N. Population i^ard? 

(a) Raiiv Gandhi 
(h) J.RD Tata « 

(c) Begum Khaleda^ia 
Of) Maneka Gandhi 
O’) None of these 

2. India's largest Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion which was commissioned 
recently is located at which of the fol¬ 
lowing places? 

(ff) Cochin 
(fi) Karwar 

(c) Arakkonam , 

(d) Bombay 

O’) None of these 

3. The script of 'Hamrahi', the 
TV. serial which received wide ac¬ 
clamation, was written by: 

(a) Ram Rikh Manhar 
Ih) SrilalShukla 
(c) Mrinal Pandey 
(if) Manohar Shyam Joshi 

(e) Vijay Tendulkar 

4. A Bill to give statutory status 
to which of the rollowing Commis¬ 
sions was recently adop^ by both 
the Houses of the Parliament? 

(a) National Commission for 
Women 

’ (h) Minorities Commission 
(c) .^ricultU^al Costs & Prices 
Commissirni 

Of) Commission for 9C/ST 
(e) None of these 

5. Which of tire following , 
Central Govemnrent Schemes was 
recently revamped to give due 


benefit to more people not covered 
under the Scheme earlier? ‘ 

(fl) Drought Prone Area 
Programme (DPAP) 

(h) Desert Development 
Programme • , 

(c) Designated Hill Areas ' 
(jd) Public Distribution System 
(f) None of these * 

6. Which of the following in¬ 
dustries from the private sector was 
the first one to enter the European 
market with Euro-issue? 

(a) Essar Guiarat Ltd 

(b) TISCOLtd 

(c) Grasin Ltd 

(d) Reliance Industries 

(e) Birla Yamaha Ltd 

7. Indian Institute.of Advance 
Studies IS located at which of the fol¬ 
lowing cities' 

(rt) Shimla 

(b) Bangalore 

(c) Pune 

id) Hyderabad 

(f) Chandigarh 

8. Jn the Union Budget for 
1992-93 the income tax cjiertiption 
limit for individual tax payers has 
been fixed at which of the following 
annual incomes? 

(a) Rs 25,000 (b) Rsa«,000 

(c) Rs30,(XX) id) Rs 36,000 

ic) None of these 

9. What is the current life ex¬ 
pectancy for men in India? 

ia) 73 ib) 68 

ic) 62 id) 59 

ie) None of these 

10. The recently introduced 
Ecomark scheme mainly ensures 
which of the following? 

ia) The preiducts are environ¬ 
mentally friendly 

ib) The product uses only 
herbal material, 

W* ic) The technology used is in¬ 
digenous 

(d) The production is economi¬ 
cally viable 

0) |t is produced by a smalk 
scale industry 

11. Who among the following 
was recently awarded the 
Dronacharya Award for 1990? 

(a) R^makant Achrekar 


(b) Gurucharan Singh 
"If) O.M. Nam^iar 
, (if) Raghunandan Gokhale^ 

(t’> Jag&ir Singh ' ^ 

12. Ms Vijaya Mehta is well 
known for her Work in which of the 
following? 

(a) Painting 

(b) Classical dAnce 

(c) Music 
id) Theatre 

(c) None of these 

13. The U.S recently imposed a 
two-year Km on trade & technology 
transfer on which of the- following 
Indian Organi/.atlons? 

ia) Indian Space Research Gh’- 

e gniration (ISRO) 
tefence Research & 
Development Organisatiem 

ic) Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion 

iii) Council of Scientific & In¬ 
dustrial Researeh 

(e) None of these 

14. Which of the following is the 
unit of electric current? 

(a) Volt (b) Ohm 
(c) Coulomb id) Ampere 
(e) None of these 

15. What IS the mam purpose of 
introducing "Gold Bond w.’heme" in 
the 1992-93 Union Budget’ 

(a) to discourage people to 
purchase gold from market 
at a higher cost 

ib) to raise money for various 
Govt schemes 

(i) to encourage N R.l.'s to 
bring more gold in the 
country 

id) to mobilise the idle gold 
resources of people to sup¬ 
plement offinal reserves 
((’) None of these 

16. The first death anniversary 
day of Mr Rajiv Gandhi was ob¬ 
served as which of the following 
days? 

(a) Peace & Love 
(b) Anti-tjerrorism 

ic) Secularism 
id) Natlonaklntegrahon 

ie) Environment Protection 
17 Santosh Trophy is related to 
which of the following games? 

(a) Volleyball 
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(/>) H(x:key ' 

, (f) Cricket 
(tO Basketbail 
(<?) None of these 

18. The forthcomme World 
frade Fair is proposed to re hdd at 
which of the following cities? 

{a) Bangalore 

(b) Calcutta 
(r) Madras 

W) Hyderabad - 

(V) Delhi 

rj9. 'Dashdwar Se Sopan Tak' is 
the autobiography of wnich of the 
following Hindi'writers? 

{a) Harivansh Rai Bachchan' 

(1») Hazari Prasad Dwivedi 
(() Nagendra 

(d) Kri.siina Chander 

(e) S.H. Vatsyayan (Ajneya) 

20. Bangkok is the capital of: 

(fl) Malaysia (b) Taiwan 

(c) Indonesia (d) Thailand- 

' ((’) None of these 

21 What will be* the new pover¬ 
ty line 111 Rupees for becoming 
eligible as beneficiaries under the 
IRDP? 

Of) Rs 11,060 fW Rs 10,000 
(c) Rs 8,000 (d) Rs 6,400 

(c) None of these 

22. Recently National Science 
Centre was set up at: 

. (a) Bombay 

(W Calcutta 
(c) Bangalore 
M) Hyderabad 
(t>) Delhi 

23 The issue of 'Tin Bigha' 
transfer pertains to which of the fol¬ 
lowing pairs of natitms? 

‘ (<7) India-Nepal 
{h) India-PaRistan * 

(c) India-Myanmar 

(d) India-Bangiadesh > 

(c) India-China 

24 The term "Golden Hand 
Sliake" is being used in the context of 
which of the following? 

(<i) Welcoming a new recruit 
{/>) Bidding goodbye to a dis- 
tinguismra guest ' 

(t) Voluntary retirement 
schemes. 

id) Honounng a prize winner 
(c) A new ballet 

23. 'Shankul' which was 
launched recently is the name of 
which ot the following? 

(<?i second indigenously built 
submarine 

ib) surface-Hvair missile 
(«) second indigenously built ‘ 
missile-boat 

(ff) newlv developed main bat* 
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(c) None of these 

26. The Eighth Plan.pnmoses to 
create how many million additional 
employment opportunities annual¬ 
ly? 

(«)3to4 (W 6to7 

(c) 8t09 W) lOtoU 

(e) None of these 

27. Production of ChloroflouK>- 
carbons (CFC) gas which is proposed 
to be banned in India, is used in 
which of the following domestic 
products? 

(a) Television 

(b) Refrigerator 

(c) Cooking gas 
„(d) Tubelighf 

(e) None of these 

28. Litnba Ram recently 
equalled world record in: 

(<i) Boxing (h) Long jump 

(c) Pole vault (d) Archery 

, (c) Rifle Shooting 

29. What is annual growth rate 
envisaged in 8th Five-Year Plan? 

Of) 5.6% (b) 6% 

(c) 6.5% (d) 7% 

O') None of these 

30. The chairman of the 

reamstituted National Commission 
forSC/STs? f 

(if) Ram Dhan 
(W Prakash Ambedkar 

(c) DrSarojiniMahishi 

(d) Sushil Kumar Shinde 
O’) None of these 

31. The Tax Reforms Committee, 
the report of which was taken into 
consideration while presenting the 
Financ^in-'92 was headed by: 

(df M. Narasimhan 

(b) Raja Chelliah 

ic) M.N. Goporia 

(d) RS. Krishnaswamy 

(c) R. janakiraman 

32. Kumar Gandharva earned a 
distinction in: 

(if) Classical dance 
(W Drama 

(c) Literature 

(d) Folkdancg 
(c) None of these 

33. Which of the following satel¬ 
lites was successfully iaunened by 
India's A.S.L.V. recently? 

(if) INSAT-IA (W IRS-IB 
(c) INSAT-ID (d) SROSS-C 
O’) None of these 

34. Why was SubhashMufc- 
hopadhyay in the news recently? 

(rt) He won the Jnanpith 
Award-1991 

ib) He was awarded Arjun 
Award for 19W 


*'' ic) He was appointed a Judge 
of the Supreme Court of 
India 

(d> He was a member of Indian 
' team which successfuHy 
conquered Mt Everest 
‘ (c) None of these 

35. Which of the following 
countries became a Republic recent¬ 
ly? 

(a) Thailand 

ib) Mauritius 

ic) Maldives 

id) South Africa 

ie) None of these 

36. At present which of the fol¬ 
lowing parties is .recognised as the 
main opposition' party in Rajya 
Sabha? 

(if) BJP 

' ib) Janata Dat 
, ic) Janata Party 
id) SIP 

ic) None of these 

37. Which of the following 
countries is not a member country in 
SAARC? 

(if) Myanmar ib) Maldives 
ic) Pakistan id) Bhutan 
((’) Sri LankfS 

38. Which of the following state¬ 
ments about meridians and ^uator 
is true? 

(if) Meridians are imaginary 
lines parallel to equator 

ib) Meridians and equator con¬ 
verge at the two poles 

ic) Meridians are perpen¬ 
dicular to the otjuaior 

id) Meridians and equator 
never meet each other 

ie) None of these 

39. Who is the Chairman of 
Space Commission? 

ifi) U.RRao 

ib) Sam Pitroda 

ic) P.K. Iyengar 

. id) Abdul iOiiam 

(f) Vacant Govarikar 

40. Which of the following best 
descries Vikram INMAl^ATT 

(a) India's first indigenously 
built satellite 

ib) India's newly acquired 
RADAR system 
(c) India's nrst mobile satdHte 
communication land-eartti 
station 

id) India's first Inter-Continen¬ 
tal Ballistic Missile 
(I.CB.M.) 

(<■) None of these 

41. Which one of the following 
does not constitute the electoral coF 
I^e for electing the President of 



(a) Elected members of the 
Rajya Sabha 

(t>) Eltx’ted members ef the bik 
Sabha 

(c) Electee^ members of the 
Legislative Council 
((f) Elected members of the 
Legislative Assembly of 
eaoi State 

(e) None of these 

42. What is the sex-ratio in India 
as? per 1991 census? 

(a) 929 
(W 934 

(c) 950 
Of) %0 

(<*) None of these , 

43. The 30th Chess Olympiad 
were recently held at: 

(a) Linnres 
(/;) Manila 
(fi Novisad 
(if) Lyon 

(f) Rio de Janeiro 

44 Rio de Janeiro which was in 
the news recently because of the 
Earth Summit, is the capital ot: 

(rt) Mexico 
(h) Guyana 
(r) Brazil 

(if) Cuba •» 

U’) Algeria 

45. 'Sriperumbadur,'a temple 
town in S. India, is the birth place of; 

(fl) Vidyaranya 
(W Ramanuja 
(c) Adi Shankaracharya 
(if) Madhavacharya 

46. India's first "Ladies Special" 
suburban train was started by which 
of the following /ones of Indian Rail¬ 
ways? 

((/) Central (/») Western 

(() Northern ((/) Eastern 
(c) Southern 

47. Bhalji Pendharkar who 
reccivcxl a National l-evel prestigious 
award rcvently belonged to which ot 
the following fields? 

(ii) Literature 
(f>) Marathi films 
(c) Music 
(if) Sports 
(e) None of these 

48. India recently signed a five*- 
year agreement with which of the fol¬ 
lowing countries on trade and 
economic co-operation with Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) treatment to 
each other? 

(r?) Mauritius 

(b) Nepal 

(r) Kazakhstan 
(if) Bangladesh 
(i'> Nime of these 

49. Which of the following pairs i 


of country and its currency is not cor^ 
reef? 

(ii) Bangiadoslv—Taka 

(b) United Arab Emirates— 
Dirham 

(c) North Korea—Won 

(d) Saudi Arabia^—Riyal 
(c*) Japan—Yuan 

50. Of the fbllowing Indian 
States, which is the poorest State in 
the country, as per data available by 
Planning Commission for the year 
1990-91f 

(n) Bihar 
(h) West Bengal 

(c) Orissa 

(d) Himachal Pradesh 
(c) Karnataka 

51. Who among the following is 
the President of Italy? 

(a) Oscar Luiji Scalfaro 

(b) Mohammed Najibula 

(c) Boudiat 

(d) Ahmed Shah Masood 
(<’) None of these 

52. Name the President of Al- 

f eria who was shot dead in June, 
992? 

(a) Mohammed Bolidiaf 

(b) AsifMaung 

(c) Iherre Bergovoy 

(d) S.Niyazov 

(e) None of these 

53. How many years reservation 
for SC/ST candidates were ex¬ 
tended’ 

(ti) 10 years (b) 20 years 
(c) 15 years (d) 5 years 
(r) None of these 
.54. Where will the next Asian 
Games be held in Japan? 

(a) Hiroshima (b) Nagasaki 
(l) Tokyo (d) Trinito , 

(e) None of these * 

55. Karakoram Highway con¬ 
nects: 

(a) India and China 

(b) India and Pakistan 

(c) Pakistan and China 

(d) India and Nepal 

(e) None of these 

56. Insulin is used for patients 
suffering from: 

(a) Diabetes 
(b) T.B. 

(£•> Asthma 
((f) Heart disease 
((’) None of these- 

57. Barcelona, the place where 
summer Olympics were held, is 
situated in which of the following 
countries? 

(ft) ^ain 
(b) England 
(i) India 


(d) 'Fhailand 

(c) Ncmeorthes^ 

Theauthor of die bcKik WAR 
and PEACE is: , 

' (fl) Tolstoy- ‘ 

(b) Gorbachev 

((') Rajagopalachari 
'(if) Nan^ Regan 

(e) None of these 

59. /Thomas Cup was won by 
which one of the ftdiowing countries? 

(a) Indonesia ■ (b) Thailand 

(c) China (d) India 

(c) Malaysia 

60. Birju Maharaj ia famous for: 

(a) Kathak 

(b) Bharata Natyam 

(c) Odyssey 

(d) Kutchipudi 
(c) None of these 

61. Vitamin A is found abun¬ 
dantly in: 

(it) lemon (/>) carrot 

(c) fish (d) milk 

62. Which of the following are 
Kharif crops? 

(a) cotton, rice, maize 

(b) wheat, lins^, mustard 

(c) gram, puls^, barley 

(d) None of these 

63. "Angora” wool is sheered 
from: 

(rr) sheep ot mountain breed 

(b) bear 

(c) Anatolian goat' 

(d) None of these' 

64. Cauveiynver falls in: 

(a) Indian Ocean 

(b) Arabian Sea » 

(c) Bay of Bengal . 

(d) None of these 

65. Bharatpur Sanctuary is in: 

(a) U.P. ■ (b) Assam 
(c) Rajasthan (d) Gujarat 

66. Which among the following 
is nearest to the earth? 

(a) Mercury (b) Venus 

(t) Moon (d)' Sun 

67. Pneumatic tyres' were 
developed by; * 

(a) Dunlop 

(b) Goodyear 

(c) C«x>per 

(d) None of these 

68. "Buddha Jayanti" is observed 
on: 

(a) Full-moon day 

(b) Half-moon day 

(c) Non-moon day 
id) None of these 

69. Integration of the former 
princely States with the Indian 
Republic was largely due to: * 

(a) Maulana Abul Kalam A/ad 

(b) Jawah.it I al Nehtu 
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(r) SardAr Vallabhbhai Fatol 
(rf) None of these 

70. n.ivt>s in Svv il/erland \v.is in 
the nevv.s in the beKinninj; of 1992 tor: 

(n) hosting the World 
Economic 1 oium 
(10 hosting llu' EEC meeting of 
toreign ministers' con- 

UieiHi’ 

ic) staging the Winter C)l\m- 

pKS 

U1) organising an "India 
Week" 

71. The disease "Kala A/ar" is 
widespread in which Indian State? 

((?) West Bengal 
(10 Orissa 
(t) Bihar 
U) Uttar Pradesh 

72. Whatarethemain featiiresof 
Panchayati Raj system of govern¬ 
ment’ 

(i?) It involves a three-tier ar¬ 
rangement 

(10 it is aimed at providing so¬ 
cial and economic justice to 
the villagtTs 

(c) Zila Parishad has some 
M.P.s as its members 
((/) All the above , 

73. Who was considered by 
Mahatma Gandhi as his politica'l 
Guru? 

(a) Kabindra Nath Tagore 
(/O Dadabhai Naoroji 
(i) Madan Mohan Mala viva 
(i1) Copal Krishna Gokhale 

74. Who led the movement for a 
separate State of Pakistan’ 

ill) Aga Khan 

(10 Nawab Salimuilah 

(c) Liaquat Ali Khan 

id) Mohammad Ali Jinnah 

75. The State of Bihar is ap¬ 
proximately between the longitude 
of: 

(a) 84"Eand88'’E 
(10 SO^EandSB^E 
(() a0"E and 84®E 
hi) None of the above 

76. The literacy lewl m Bihar is 
approximately 

in) 30Vr' 

(10 3491 
(cO 38'/i 
hi) 45Vr 

77 In India, the population of 
Bihar is 

(fi) highest 
(/>) second highest 
(() third highest 
(ij) fourth highest 
78. The Munda tribals are most¬ 
ly kieated in 

Of) Madhya ftadesh 
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(10 Uttar Pradesh 
(< ) Assam 
(d) Bihar 

79, Iron ore is not available jn 
the following Indian States: 

(d) Bihar 

(f>) Madhya Pradesh 
(c) Ori.ssa 
(il) Punjab 

SO The place nearest to the 
centre of the earth at sea level is: 

(ij) North Pole 
(10 Tropic of Capricorn 
(c) Tropic of Cancer 
hi) Equator 

81. The distance between the 
two rails in "broad gauge" is. 

(I?) 6^ ft 

(10 5 ’ ft 
(cO 5 ft 
hi) 4^ ft 

82. The Gandhara Schcxil of Art 
flourished during the times of 

(a) T1 k> Kushan.s 
(10 The Guptas 
(t) Akbar 
(il) The Mauryas 

83. The largest oil exporting 
country is: 

(it) Algeria 
(10 Iran 

(c) Nigeria 

(</) Saudi Arabia 

84. Esperanto is: 

(d) the highest mountain in 
Latin America 

(10 port city iivSpain 
(f) the name of a game 
' ((f) am artificial international 
language created to act as 
world language 

85. The language spoken by the 
second largest number in India (after 
Hindi) is: 

(d) Marathi 
(1») Tamil 
(c) Telugu 
id) Urdu 

86. The principal language/lan- 
guages spoken in Switzerland is/are: 

(it) only German 
(10 only French 
(r) Gernwii and French only 
(if) Germah, French and Latin 

87. The working languagels) of 
the "UNESCO" is/aie: 

v(fl) French only 
(h) English only ' 

(c) English andf French 
id) English, Fretich and Rus^ 
sian 


88. Match the various States of 
India with popular dance fisms: 

(fl) Andhra 

' Pradesh , (1) Bilui 

ib) Assam (2)Bura . 

(c) Himachal 

Pradesh <3) Ghoomar 

((f) Rajasthan (4> Natti 

89. The Lakshadweep islands 
are liKated in: 

(d) South-west India 
ib) South of India 

(c) South-East of India 

(d) East of India near West Ben- 
gal 

90 Credit for research and 
development in space science goes to: 
(a) S.S. Bhatnagar 
(10 V. Sarabhai 
(c) S.Z Qasim 
((f) CV Raman 

91. The term "ozone layer" 
refers to. 

(fl) Atmospheric condition on 
the Antarctica 

(10 A recent discovery on the 

fi lanct Saturn 
ie layer about 10-20 km 
below thp surface of the 
earth 

(tl) The layer in the upper at¬ 
mosphere 15 to 30 km 
above the earth's surface 

92. An adult Indian elephant 
weighs approximately: 

(rt) 500 kg 
(10 1000 kg 
Ic) 5000 kg 
hi) 10,000 kg 

93. The scientist Albert Einstein 
is famous for: 

(rt) eiploring atomic structure 
ofhydrogrfn 
(10 photo-electric law. 

(c) building the first nuclear 
reactor 

((f) predicting the existence of 
neutrino 

94. Fast Breeding Reactor is a 
nuclear reactor to produce electricity: 
(fl) through fusion process 
(10 with the help or solar cells 
(c) by burning and pixxludng 
(<f) by using neavy water as 
moderator 

' 95 . "Pasteurization" is the 
process where: 

^ (a) milk is kept at very low 

temperariires for about 24 
hours 

(b) milk, is heated for about 8 
. hours ' 

(c) milk k' first heated' fmr a 
long period arid then sud¬ 
denly cooled for a specified 



R jtiod 

of the above 
%, "Amphibia" refers to 
(rt) which c^n travel very 

(/>) animals which can live in 
water only 

(c) ani^ials which can live on 
land only 

(rf) animals which can live on 
both land and water 
97 Light from the sun takes ap¬ 
proximately the following time to 
reach the earth: , 

(rt) 8 seconds 
(/>) 1 minute 
(f) 8 minutes 
(if) 24 minutes 

98. Stainless steel is an alloy of 
(rt) Iron and Copper 
(h) Iron and Zinc ► 

((.') Iron and Chromium 
(if) Irtin and Graphite 
99 Pushkar, the name of a lake, 
IS situated in 

(<?) Ajmer (b) Jaipur 

(c) Jammu (if) Bangalore 

(c) None of these 
100 Which of the following IS a 
Khanf crop'^ 

(a) rice (Ji) wheat 

(c) mustard (if) dinseed 


_ ANSWERS 

1 . (b) 

2 (c) The naval-air station nanwd 
'INS Rii/afi at Arakkcmain 
near M^rna became opera^ 
tionaltsi March 11,1992. 

1 (if) 4, (h) 5. (d) 

6 (if) 7. (d) 8. (b) 

9. (if) 

10. (rt). Eco-Mark i^ the labelling 
scheme introduced m India 
for 4ny product which is en¬ 
vironment friendly from 
cradle to grave (entire life 
cycle) 


11 

(a) 

12. (d)' 

13. 

(fl) 

14. 

(if) 

15. (if) 

16. 

(b) 

17 

(i’)Ans Football 

18. (,f) 


19 

(n) 

20. (./) 

21 

(fl) 

22 

(t*) 

23 (d) 

24 

(c) 

25 

(fl) 

26 (t) 

27, 

(b) 

28. 

((f) 

29. (fl) 

30. 

(ft) 

31. 

(b) 




32 

(e) Ans classical music 


33 

(if) 

34 (fl) 

35 

(h) 

36 

(a) 

37 (fl) 

38. 

(0 

39, 

(fl) 

40. (c) 

41. 

(l) 

42. 

(fl) 

43 (b) 

44. 

(c) 


45. m ,46. (h) 47. (h) 

4$, CfV^Tlte agrdemetll was ^gned 
between Imlfh and the 
Republic df i^;fakhstan in 
-^theStifwiekofFeb'sa. 

49. (r) 'iAtan"* is the ctMdhmcy of 
China* Japan's currehey is 
"Yen". ■ 


50. 

(fl) 

51. (fl) 

5^ 

(fl) 

53. 

(b) 

54. (fl) 

55. 

(c) 

56. 

(fl) 

57. (fl) 

58. 

in) 

59 

(f) 

60. (ft) 

61. 

(b) 

62. 

(fl) 

63. (c) 

64. 

-(c). 

65. 

(0 

66. (0 

67. 

(it) 

68 

(It) 

m. (c) 

70. 

(fl) 

71. 

(fl) 

72. (fl) 

73. 


74. 

(if) 

75. (fl) 

76. 

(r> 

77. 

(b) 

78. (fl) 



79. 

(h)&((f) 



80. 

(#0 

81 (b) 

82. 

(fl) 

83. 

(if) 

84. (d) 

85. 

(r) 

86. 

(d) 

87. (d) 



88. 

(fl) (2) 




(b) (l> 




(0 (4) 

(cf)(3) 
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(fl) 

90. (b) 

91. 

(d) 

92 

(0 

93. (b) 

94. 

(fl) 

95 

(r) 

96. (if) 

97. 

(c) 

98. 

(c) 

99. (fl) 

la). 

(fl) 
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GENERAL INTELLiOENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—I 


Tick mark the choice to fulfil the missing number in 


the series given below: 

- 


1 15, 51,35; 53, ..,42; 13; 31. 


(a) 31 (b) 24 

2 24, 25,21; 30; 14;... 

(t) 16 

(d) 28 

(d) 39 (W 29 

3 1;1;4;8;9;27;..,64. 

(c) 33 

id) 37 

Xa) 16 (b) 24 

4. 15; ..;28;36;45;55. 

(c) 32 7 

id) 8 

(») 20 (h) 24 

5 3; 18,6,24; 4,20;. . 

(f) 21 

id) 19 

(lO 7 (b) 5 

' 6. 3; 5; 9; .,33; 65. 

(c) 10 

id) 6 

(a) 19 (b) 15 

7. 6,36,12;. ; 18; 18; 24,9. 

(0 21 

id) 17 

{a) 24 (b) 29 

8. 11,9; 14,13, ..;17,20;21. 

(c) 30 

id) 27 

((7) 15 (W 16 

(c) 17 

id) 18 

Numbers in questions 9 to 12 follow the same arran- 

gement. Find out the missing numbers. 

9 3 19 7 * 

14 16 ? 

2 23 4 


(a) 18 (h) 12 

10 1 25 2 

? 18 7 

8 16 7 

(c) 24 

id) 30 

(rt) 14 (b) 23 

(c) 19 

id) 16 

11. 6 24 4 

16 19' 30 

4 ? 5 



(77) 34 (b) 39 

12. 11 59 3 

36 7 22 ^ 

12 27 2 

(c) 23 

id) 20 

(77) 14 (b) 32 

(c) 28 

id) 29 


Which number from the choice should be placed at 
the sign of interrogation? 


13 15 

1 6 

5 

13 

^ 3 

9 

8 

1 ^ 

7 

20 

I 7 

13 ~ 

’ (l7) 1 

(f7) 4 

. ic) 

no 
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14. 



(n) 19 (W 7 U) 18 W) II 

15 



ia) 33 (/») I (t) 8 W) 12 

16. How many four-letter words can be formed by 
dropping any six letters from the word ABSOLUTELY smd 
not changing the order of the letters? 

(a) 9 (W 8 ; (f) 7 W) 6 

17 Which commonly used five-letter word will be 
formed without changing the order of the letters in the 
word? 

Fin^ the odd-man out: 


18. (7?) QNPO 

ib) YVXW 

ic) LHKj 

id) URTS 

ie) NKML 


19. (77) CEAF 

ib) HJFL 

(i) RTI’U 

id) LNJO 

ie) WYUZ 


20. ia) YBCX 

ib) OLMN 

(f) UFGT 

id) WDEV 

(7*) SJKR 

, 

21. (a) FDBA 

(W LJHG 

(t) WUSR 

id) ZXUT 

(<*) PNLK 



Q. 22 to 27. If according to a certain c^de: 

22. CLAIM is bdtgh and TREND is jkmps then LA¬ 
MENT would be: 

(<i) mfgkjd 
{by djhbpf 

(c) mdhkjp 

(d) hspgcd 

23. REMAIN is zxwvup and'STYLE is bxcgh then 
. MATRON would be: 

(a) pcikhw ^ 

(W xgpkwz’ 

(c) pguvzk 
, . ^, W) Igvuhx 

24. BLACK is efghj and DROWN i$. mp(|st then 
CLERK would be: 



(A) phise 

(/») ujmgt ' 

(c) qhcus 

' (lO h^guj ^ 

25 RATION is. OI>jU BS then ANSWER is 
(rt) SFXTOB 
(/») BORXDS 

(i) SGXUOD 

(ii) XiURNT 

26. THRICE IS. UjLVHK then EQUALS is 

(а) FRVBMT 
ih) RPVZMU 
(c) FSXEQY 
(tf) FRWDPX 

27. NUMBER is OTNAFQ then STUDENT is. 

(rt) TSVCDMU 

(б) TUVEFOU 

(c) RUVCFMS 

(d) TSVCFMU 

Q. 28 to 30. Which set of alphabets from the choice 
given, when pla<|M serially in the blanks will complete 
the series? 

28 a-baa-a.iba-ca-b 
(<?) <ibac 

(/») acaa 
(c) ccaa 
W) bcca 

29 st-s-trss-rsst-s 
(/») srtr 

(f») rssr 
(t) trsr 

Of) rstr * 

30 mln-nml-l-mm-lnn 
00 null ^ 

(/») ninm 

(f) mnin , 

op Inml 

31 What is the minimum number of one, two, five 
and ten rupee notes to make any payment from Re 1 /- to 
Rs20/-? 

One rupee notes—’ , 

Two,rupec notes—’ "* 

Five rupee notes—? 

Ten rupee notes—? 

Study the figure given below and answer the ques¬ 
tions that follow: 



(rtl 16 {W 20 24 , OP 28 

33 Hriiv many squares iktethete? 

, Or) 2 . <fc>4 5 ‘ OP? 

Landnurics B, Q O, E, E G «lwl H jure as follows: 

F is two km to tht> cast of C. 

• 8 is two km to the west of D. 

A is two km to the south of F. 

Ci IS two km to the west of A. 

E IS one km to the north of D and one km to the east 
of A ** 

H IS one km to thi‘ east of G 

34. Which four he in a straight line? 

(fl) CGED 

(W FAED 
(c) GHAE 
(<f) DAHG 

35. How far IS G from C and in which direcition? 

I 

(tf) 2kmsoutli > ■ • 

(/>) 1 km north 
(c) 2 km west 
Ui) 3 km east 

Q. 36 to 40, are based on the following diagram in 
which four figures overlap each other. The square repre¬ 
sents boys, the circle tail persons, the triangle is for 
players of badminton and the rectangle for those who 
play cricket. Different regions of the diagram are repre¬ 
sented by certain alphal^ts. On the basis of this infor¬ 
mation, try to find out the correct answer for each 
question. 



32. How many triangles doe. the figure have? 


.36 WIikIi letter represents boys who neither play 
badnfinton nor cricket and are not talP 

(«) L (/)) G (t) C id) F 

. ’ 37 Which section represents tall boys who do not 

play either of the games’ 

(rt) C (/>) G (c) L m J 

^ .38. Which section ropasents tall boys who play both 
tlw games’ 

(fl) F {b) K (c) I id) t. 

39. Which letter ropasents boys who are not tall but 
they play cricket’ 

’ (fl) C (/») B ic) n id) 1 
40 Which persons, other than boys aa' tall and pl.w 
cricket only? , 

(a) H «>) B (t) E <</) I 
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41 to 4^, A piece of paper is fdded as shown 
bebW and a cut/cuts are made as marked. What wotild 
the paper he like when unfo ded? 

nn r^n • ■' • 

4, 4i- 


>< A 


/ V \ 

« -v 

/ Vy 


OV O- .O ‘ OP', 

o ^ ^ I..® o ^ 

Pq <P 00 VO 

A 0° o o ^&r < o 


43 ■■”4“ 


-f" h 



V V 
A A 

_v_^ 

A 


A V A V 

V A A V 

_V_^ 1 A - V 

B C 


V A 
A V 
_V_^ 

D 



o^ 

0(^0 o(J^o 




bW bo Od W'-" 1 lo 
PO °b Po ob Lr:,^ [L-l^ * 

A B C D 

Q. 46 to 50, Which two signs should be inter* 
changed to make the equation right? 

46. (81 x9) + 10 + 6 + 2 =21 

(rt) xand + (6) (h) x and+ 

((•) + and + (2) (d) X and + (2) 

47. 17x3 + 32 +4-7 = 36 

(a) + and - (fc) x and - 

(f) + and + (ri) + and x 

48. 84 + 6x12+4-46 = 56 

(rt) X and - (b) + and- . 

(<■) +and*+ (d) +andx 

s . ' a . 
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49; 6 + 45 + 9 + 4 X 2 = 3 * 

. (a) + and x * (b) + and + 

(c) + and- ' (d) +and + 

50. 44 + 4 + 12 x 21- 6 = 45 

(a) + and x (b) x add - 

(C) + and+ (d) +anci- 

51. How many pairs of letters in the word INTTER- 
CHANGE have as many letters between them as in the 
alphabetical order? 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 

52. If first five letters of the word given above were 
put in the last and the last five letters in the beginning 
without changing their order, the ninth letter from the 
right would be: 

(a) T (b) N (c) G (d) A 

53. Mahesh is taller than Rahul; Tapan.is taller than 
.Naresh but not. as tall as Sushil. Sushil is shorter than 
Rahul. If they all stock! in a line starting from the tallest 
according to their height, who would be fourth in the line? 

(a) Naresh (b) Tapan 

(f) Sushil (d) Rahul 

Anita, Chandni and Geeta sit araund a table with 
Bhupendra, Dinesh and Hari: 

No two girls or two boys are sitting together. 

Anita is facing Bhupendra. 

Dinesh is not near (^eeta. 

Chandni is to the right of Bhupendra. 

54. Who is on the right of Anita? 

(rt) Dinesh 

(b) Geeta „ 

(c) Hari 

(d) Bhupendr^ 

55. Who is to the left of Dinesh? 
in) Geeta 

(b) Anita 

(c) Chandni 

(d) Hari 

56. Ragtan, Madhav, Shash^ and John ordered fruit- 
juice, mango-shake, coffee and tea as each wantdd a 
drink. 

Raman and John did not want tea or mango-juice. 

Madhav and Shashi did not want coffee cjr fruit-juice. 

John did not like coffeb and Shashi never took tea. 

Who ordered coffee? 

,(fl) Raman 
(b> Madhav ■ 

(c) Shashi 

(d) Jtihn 

57. A dice is lying in two different positions as |(jyen 

below: » 


m 



• 





>. S-. . 

',<5 


1 *** 

1 • . 

1 -\ 





■\ • j'«.ijr, !r.-. _1__. -i-^ - 






WJ^t(diyftit)(^,l^'<Mi the opposite;faceof^:^'|;.’%'.^ 

M''i' •V,',i 

(b)‘3'\ .'-.•r-'C 

(f) 4 ' ^ ^ . 

<d) 6 

Shobha jvas married on 16th day after h^r engage* 
ment. The btatfi^e was on Tuesday. 

5S. On what day was Shobha engaged? ’ 

(a) Sunday 
(h) Monday 
((■) Wednesday 
(d) Thursday 

5‘), If she was married on the last Tuesday of the 
mtinfh and the first day of the month was Friday, the date 
of her marriage was; 

(rt) 23th 

(b) 26th 
(t) 27th 
(d) 28th 

Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to decide which of the Answer Figures would fit in place of the question mark in the Problem Figure. 



PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 
BCD 


64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


73 


t 








.1 



4 




j: 


i 



O 


(y 




rt 


o 


y 




n 

b> 


j 



CT 


ti 




y 




-D 




y 




foo) (OOO] 


7 


J 



L_ 




•-h» 


y 

D 




i 


y 


1 











A 




7 


i 




y 


r 


i 





0 




A 




f E 


& 


A 
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J^Ind the octd'HOMfi out: 


74? (fl) potato 

(h) 

turnip 

(c) oniop 

(d) 

groundnuf 

(c) Wittout 



75 (a) cjTow 

m 

sparrow 

Ic) crane 

(d) 

cuckoo 

(f) nightingale 



76. (fl) trumpet 

(b) 

harmonium 

(c) dium 

on 

bugle 

(t*) flute 



77 00 lynx 

(W 

fox 

(c) panther 

(d) 

jaguar 

(c’) puma 



78 (a) javelin 

(b) 

discus 

(() spear 

id) 

ball 

(i) lu^kev 



79 00 vertebra 

ib) 

hbula 

(t) pelvis 

id) 

skull 

O’) appc'ndix 



80 (fl) gold 

(b) 

iron 

(<) silver 

id) 

plastic 

(t) mica 



81 (fl) hiss 

ib) 

thump 

(t) neigh 

id) 

grunt 


(f) rotir 

ANALOGIES 

Words in questions given below have a certain 
relationship. Tick mark the choice with similar relation¬ 
ship. 

82 bull horns 

(rt) elephant wings 
(/)) paper pen 
(() tar wheel 
{(/) inonev purse 
81 eliminate consider 
(ii) initial final 
ih) learn study 
(t) instruct display 
Ul) roast fry 

84 whole fraction 
(rt) plus minus 
(/>) star planet 
(t) ram water 
(tO cKean drop 

85 dune sand 

(n) flower rose 

(b) doctor nurse 

(c) bcK)k magazine 
((/) house brick 

86 bridge cards 

in) glass mirror 
(h) fencing sword 
(c) swim river 
W) table furniture 


■ 1.1 . . I ^ .. I . . . 

, 87. observatory: planet v 

(^) cinema; studio 
(W schcKil students 

(c) lab germs 

(d) hbraiy book 
88. bread flour 

(a) ink blue 
(W clothes cloth 
(c) rainbow sun 
(</) permit allow 

89 flowers scent 

0 

(a) tram track 
(fi) court judge 
(c) stais light 
(</) typhoid disease 

Match questions 90 to 95 with the choice from A, B, 
C, D, E and E on the basis of similar relationship among 
the items. 

90 body blood bone's 

(A) pearl shell coral 

91 London England France 

(B) prediction wrong true 

92 brain skull head 

(C) Mars Jupiter Saturn 

91 book pen penal 

(D) shelf room house 
94 dogs white horse 

(E) bank cash locker 
91 disease curable fatal 

(F) medicine sweet fruit 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (W Make sets of two The digits ot the number are 

reversed 

2 (<j) Squares of numbers from 1 onwards are added 

and subtracted simultaneously, i c + - 2^ +1' 

-4^+5’ 

3 (fl) The arrangement is 1 1 \ 2‘, 2\ 1^, 3\ 4^, 4’ 

4 (c) Go on adciing 6, 7,8,9 to numbers 

1 {b) Each alternate number is the product ot numbers 
on Its right and left 

6 (d) bach number IS double minus one of the preceding 

number 

7 (</) There are two series, one with a difference of 6 and 

the other with a difference of 9 

8 (c) Again there are two senes, one with a difference of 

3 and the other with the difference of 4 

9 toll The arrangement IS C\amplc i]uc<ttion ito 9 

2 X 7=14,3x4 = 12 (missing number), 

3 + 14+2=19, 

7 +12 + 4=23 and cojjiers 3 + 2 + 4 + 7=16 
9 (W 10 (if) 

11 (b) 12 (c) 

13 (ii) Add fii>t two numbers and deduct the third one 
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cohunttwise. 

14 (rf) Thf'^ddit^on of numbers in the upper triangle is 7 

times of the numbers in the lower one. 

1 5 ib) Exm^'kfitai circle: 6x8=48,12 + 14=Ms: 

48-26«2Z 

16 (/») ABLE; ALLY, BOLT; BLUE, LUTE; SOUL; SOLE 

and SLUT 

17 ABOUT 18, (<;) 

19 (W 2a ie) 

21 (</) 22. (ft) 

21 U) 24 (d) 

21 00 Write the word m revcrst> order, / c NOITAR and 
the codes are their next letters in alphabetical 
order. 

26 (i) The gap with code letters increases by one letter 

27 (</) The code letters are next ones and pHSTcding ones 

by turns. 

28 (b) Theseiiesisaab/aac/aab/aac. 

29 (d) The senes is strs/strs 

10 (10 Ihe series IS mlnn/nmll/lnmm/mlnn 

11 1,2, land 1 

12 ((/) 13 (,) 


>. J - x..’* . 


14 (t) 

16 (() 

18 (10 
40 (lO 
42 D 
44 A 
46 ((/) 

48 (() 

10 (l) 

11 Of) rR,CE,CA, AE, NR,NT,NF 

12 (ii) II A I N C. F C 1 N 1 F 
11 (10 

11 (d) 

17 (10 
19 (10 

60 D The fiBure inside should have c 


13 (() 
11 00 
17 (10 
39 01) 
41 B 
41 A 
41 C 
47 (<i) 
49 01) 


14 (t) 
16 00 
18 (<7) 


60 D The figure inside should have one side extra 

61 D The lines in the small square are wrong 

62 D Two identical figures overlap each other 

63 C Arrow should te opposite to the small circle 

Q 64 to73 Observe the pace, clockwise and anti-cl(Kkwise 
or to and fro movements, additions or dropping 
of each small figure individually and then a'acli 
the conclusion 

64. D 

61 A 


68 B 69 B 

70 C 71 E 

72. D 73 E 

74 (e) All the others are root products 




75, (c> 

T7. (by •; 

7a (c) 

'79, (e) " 

id) Ailtheoth^areft^fimte. - 

81. (by AB the others am sounds of aninuite^.f ^ 

82. (c) It is the part of an it^ and item. 

83. (a) The words are opposites. ^ J 

84. (d) It 18 whole and a very small part relatit^nt»{ti|p< 

85. (d) One JS made of the other. 

86 (b) The game is played by the item. 

87 (t) One is specially made to study the other 

88 (10 It IS the product and raw material relationship, 

89 (i) One IS the source for the other. 


91 A 


92 D 


o o 


ooo 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


ThCfe t^ue'>tioH'< uvre a->ked lU the Pr<^itionar^ Offucr\' 
h ximiuiatitin held on VI S92lit/ B SRB Borodrt 

1 Anionj; five tnerkis A is hwivior than B, C is 
lighter than D B is lighter than Dbut heavier than E Who 
among them is the heaviest^ 

(rt) B (b) C (i) A (d) D 

(l) Not certain 

2 If the {.xisitions of the first and sixth letters of the 
word BLNFUC lAl are interchanged, similarly the {xisi 

t ions ot the second and seventh are interc hanged and so on 
which letter will be third fkim the right end after rearran¬ 
ge ment’ 

((?) I (b) N (t) C (d) F 

(i ) None ot these 

^ It the following alphalvt is arranged in reverse 
oaler w Inch letter will be the eighth letter to the K'ft ot the 
seventh letter counting from the nghtend’ 

ABCDI FCfllJKI MNOPQRbTUVWX 
Y/ 

(,1) 1’ (b) C) U) N W) Q 

(() None ol these 

4 In a cc’i tain code language I 21 means hot (liter 
cottee , means very hot dayand'sHVmeansday and 
night Which digit in that language means ver> 

(n) 8 (W 6 (() 4 (d) S 

(() None of these 

■s Some Kiys are sitting in a row P is sitting four 
leenth from the left and Q is sev c nth from the i ight If there 
are lour boys between P and Q, how manv boys are there 
in the row ’ 

(a) P) (W 21 (c) 2^ id) 21 

(() None of these 

6 Which ot the follow mg will come m place of the 
question mark (^) in the follow mg letter sene's^ 

B\l DVl IlLHRO ? 
in) JPl (/-) KPt 

U) )OI id) KPM 

ft) None of these 

7 Starting from a point Kaju walked 12 metres 
towards North, he turned right and walked 10 metres, he 
again turned right and walked 12 metres, then he turned 
left and walked S metres How kii is he now and in which 
direction from the starting point’ 

((/) 27 metres towards East 
(/)) 'i metres towards Fast 
(if 10 metres towards West 
f/f) 1S metre's towards East 
(<’) None of these 

8 If + means x, - means x means -, means + 


then 

5 + 8-4x2-9 = ’ 

(d) 15 (10 n (c) 17 ((/) 11 

(() None ot these 

9 In a certain code language dum pul ta means bi ing 
hot food pul tir sop means food is gixxl and tak da sop 
means gcxici bright boy Which of the following docs mean 
hot m that language’ 

(d) dom (/O pul 

(t) ta (d) cannot be determined 

(i) None of these 

10 Four of the following five are alike rn a certain 
wav and so form a group Which is the one that docs not 
belong to that group’ 

(a) DFIC (b) (Gh 

(i) HLK ((/) JNR 

(i) BFF 

11 It light is called dark, dark is called gic'c n green is 
calk'd blue, blue is called resj, rc'd is call^i white and w hitc 
IS called yellow, what is the colour of blixxl’ 

(d) icxl {b) dark 

(t) while ((/) yellow 

(i) None of these 

12 In a certain code COURA(jI is written as 
UCXRFGA How is JOURNAL written m that ccxle’ 

(d) UOJRLAN (/») OUJR\NI 

(() OJURANI (</) UOJIANR 

(t) None ot these 

15 If the third day ot a month is Monday w hu h ot the 
following will be the fifth day from 21st ot that month’ 

(d) Tuesday {/>) Monday 

(c) Wednesday (d) Thursday 

(e) None of these 

14 If it IS possible to make a meaningful word with 
the fourth the eighth and the tenth letters of the word 
COUNTERACT Which of the following will Ix' the last 
letter of that word’ If no such word can be made give X 
as answer If more than one such word can be made give 

M as the .answer 

(rt) A «>) N (t) T id) X 
(c) M 

15 How many such 7s are there m the following 
number sequence which are immediately followed by 4 
but not immediately preceded by 8’ 

5478974T8757487412745794 
(rt) Two ^ ih) Three 

(c) Four (d) Five 

(c) None of these 
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ments f(ifiQ9ye<> tdttt'toncl'ttBioiis numbefft) 1 »h 4 11. 
You have to tfiJfet ^ ^fven statement* to he true even if 
they seem <0^ It v^nce from commonly tcnohm ficts 
and then Ivfiich of the given eoticlusiow tpji^ally 

followa from tiw statements, disregarding cmttmonly 
known |a<its.<»lvl answer 

ti?> if 0»ly fccMKjusion I follows 
(b) if only conclusion II follows 
U) if fflther 1 or II follows 
((/) if neither I nor 11 follows 
(«') if both I and II follows 

lb 1 Some phones are watches 
2 All watches art* guns 
t OIK lu^iom 

I All gUns are walches 

II Si>me guns are phones 

ill) j (w j (t) u on j (c) j 

^hiti limits 

17 1 All tars are cals 
2 All fans arc tats 

t Olh /Ks/<)(/s 

I All tars are fans 

II Some tans are cars 

on J (h) J (() Li on J 0) lj 

Sfr/b III/ III-. 

18 1 Many stcKiters arc tnuks 
2 r\ll tanks are trains 

( (I)l(/j/s/o/js 

I Some sttHifti s are trains 

II No tnu k IS a stooter 

in) J (W J (() J on J (<) J 

sink limit'¬ 
ll 1 All dogs aie monkeys 
2 No monkev is a tat 
L 01K III'-1011'. 

I No dog IS a tat 
I! No tat IS a dog 

on J {in J (t) J ((/) J (t) -J 


Stakiiuiih 

20 1 All umbrellas are aeroplanes 
2 Some aeropla nes a re birds 
Coik/ks/oks 

I Some umbrellas are birds 

II Stime birds are umbrellas 

oi) J {in u (t) J {in J on □ 

Q 21-25. in each question below is given a state¬ 
ment followed by two assumptions numbered 1 and II. 
An assumption is something supposed or taken for 
granted. You have to consider the statement and the as¬ 
sumptions and decide which of the assumptions is im¬ 
plicit in the statement. Give answer: 




(e) 

Slateomt .. 

the State CWentment 

fmstnitrtural facilities to ^ .. 

Assumpt4on‘i , ^ 

I The entr^weneurs are in^iwed of 

facilities V 

II The StateCovemttwnt haaifoiled to pfo\d(i^atl^ 

faohtiesinthepast ^ < 

{a) U m U (c) U W) U (c) □ 

22 Incentives must begiventostrengthen the motivjiK 
hon of the employees 

A'-'-iimptioiK 

I lncentjvi*s are expected to motivate the 
employees 

II Employees at present are not motivated 

(tf) U (1») ul (0 J W) ul (c) J 

btateiiieiit 

2’? I>espite heavy rams traffic has not been disturbed 
A-.'.iiniptiou'. 

I Rains do not attcc t traflu mo\ ement 

II Adequate precautions were taken tor traffit 
management during rainy season 

(n) J {in J (<) Ji on J (.) J 

sink III/ III 

24 All the employees art notified that the organisa¬ 
tion will pro\ide transptirt f.itililies at half ctist from the 
nearby railuav station to the olfite except those who have 
been provided with travelling allowances 

A'-'-uiiiplioii'- 

I Most of the emplovces will travel by the office 
transport 

II Those who are provKit'd with travelling al¬ 
lowance will not read such notice 

on J (/') u (c) J on J (,) J 

III 

25 Many historians have done more harm than good 
by distorting truth 

n'-'-iiiiiptioii'- 

I People believe w hat is reported b\ the histonans 

II Historians arc seldom expected to depict tin 
truth 

(a) J (/;) □ (f) □ {(1) J (i) J 

Q. 26-W. In each question below is given a state¬ 
ment followed by two courses of actions numbered I and 
II. A course of action is a step or administrative decision 
to be taken for improvement, follow-up or further action 
in regard to the problem, policy etc on the basis of the 
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infonnation giveti in the statement You have to assume 
e^towthing in the statement to be true, then decide which 
oi ^ two given suggested courses of action logically 
follows kff fnusvUng. Give answer: 

(o) ifonJy I follows. 

<ft) if only n follows. 

(c) if either I or II follows. 

(</) if neither I nor 11 follows. 

(e) if lx)th 1 and II follow. 

Stfitemenl: 

26. Reports of steep and continued decline in the in¬ 
flows into the Gobindsagaf reservoir of the Bhakra Dam, 
coupk«d with a depleted stock of stead coal with the ther¬ 
mal power plants in the north, may lead to a serious power 
crisis in the mgion. 

CotOM’S ofiH tlOii: 

I The supply of Steam coal to the thermal power 
plants neras to be immediately stepped up by 
the (lovernment. 

II. The Government should set up hydratdic power 
plants on other rivers in tlic region. 

(n) □ (b) □ (f) □ W) □ (e) U 

27. The hid lan electronic component industry ventur¬ 
ing into the West Eunipean markets faces tough competi¬ 
tion troin the Japanese. 

Coi/rsc’s of action: 

I. India should search for other international 
markets for its pniducts. 

II. India should improve the quality of the 
electronic components to compete with the 
Japanese in capturing these* markets. 

(a) U (M J (c) □ (</) □ (c) □ 

Statcnu’iit- 

28. Certain mining industries in Gujarat may come to 
a standstill because of the notification issued by the 
Department ot Environment and Forest banning mining 
operations and industries alike within 25 kms ot National 
park, the game sanctuary and reserve torest amas. 

Courses of action 

I. The department should be asked to immediately 
withdraw the notihcation. 

II. The Government should make effort to shift the 
ptirks, s.inctuaries and reserve forests to other 
non-mining areas. 

(a) □ (b) U (c) U ((/) □ (e) □ 

Sfnfmu’iit. 

29. The police department has come under a cloud 
with mcent revelations that at least two senior police offi¬ 
cials are suspected to have been involved in the illegal sale 
of a large quantity of weapons from the Stale police ar¬ 
moury. 

Courscn ofai tion: 

I. A thorough investigation should be ordered by 


• * • , » * 

' ^ who 

jiito immlved into the iHe^ ^ &f 

, Ik' Stote police armoury ehouid be iept under 
'Cifhbal Government's contP^,’, ^ 

' . , 0) a (b) Q (c) □ (d) a te) □ 

{ 

SlafenkHt: 

30. Financial stringency prevehti^ the Manipur 
Government from paying salaries to its empl 05 rees since 
April this year. 

Coursefi of action: 

I. Tlie Manipur Government should reduce waste¬ 
ful expenditure and arrange to pay thcsalariesot 
Its employees. 

II. The Manipur Government should immediately 
curtail the staff strength at least by 30%. 

(a) 'J (h) □ (c) 'J (d) □ (c) U 

Q. 31-35. Below is given a passage followed by 
several possible inferences which can be drawn from the 
facts stated in the passage. You have to examine each 
inference which can be drawn from the facts stated in the 
context of the passage and decide upon its degree of truth 
or falsity. Mark answer 

ia) if the inference is "definitely true" i.c., it properly 
follows from the statement of facts given. 

(b) if the inference is "probably true” thougli not 
definitely true in the light of the facts given. 

(c) if the "data are inadequate" i.c., frohn the facts given 
you cannot say whether the inference is likely to 
be true or false 

(d) il the inference is "probably false" (hough not 
"definitely fal.se" in the light of the tacts given. 

(f) if the inference is "detinitely false" i.e., it cannot 
possibly be.drawn from the tacts given or it con¬ 
tradicts the given facts. 

A worrying feature of Indian urbanisation has been its 
tendency to increase pressure on the inner cities The first 
results of the 1991 census suggest that the density of 
population in urban areas is within manageable limits, 
with most cities, including Greater Bombay, being well 
below the 23,000 per square kilometre mark set by Calcut¬ 
ta But within several of the older cities the walled areas 
have high densitic*s wliich exert pressure on the outdated 
amenitic's in those areas, a pressure that is accenluatc*d by 
the pcxir maintenance of housing as well as other assets in 
the inner cities. The inner cities were dc'signed for a pattern 
of urban life far removed from wlwt exists today. The 
makers of narrow winding lanes could hardly have an¬ 
ticipated modem transportation. 

31. The pace of Indian urbanisation is much slower by 
international standards. 

(a) LI (h) □ (c) □ (tO U (f) □ 

32. The increase in density of population in urban 
areas has outgrown the increase in amenities. 

(a) □ (W □ (f) □ (rf) U (c) □ 

33. The rate of growth in eftnsity of population in the 
inner citiei has been more than that in surrounding areas. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 
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34. 

ot th©plwtf»e«&. 

(id ^ fc)Q <4CJ'(f>0‘ 

35 iTw d«n4Hy ef populatk® in the inner of 
Greater Qbtt^y is ^ highest m India. 

(A) a (h) □. (0 U (d) U (e) Q 

Q.36^. StntfythefoUondnginformatitmeanefnlly 
and answer^ questfena given hebnv ft: 

(;) A, B> C. D, E. F etnd G are seven meinbei^ <rf a 
family 

0 1) Six of them have a different profession of Account¬ 
ant, lawyer. Teacher, Manager, Doctor, Engineer and one 
IS a student 


(ill) There are two married couples in the family 
(ji') A and P's professions are Accountant and Doctor 
respectively 

([’) D lb tile father of B and the granfather of C and is 
all Engineer 

(z>i) No lady is Either an Engineer ot a Lawyer 
(z>ii) C, who is a student, is the grandson of E 

36 How IS C related to 

(a) Mother (h) 

(() Sister (d) 

(c) None ot these 

37 How is F related to G^ 

(n) Bnither 
(t) Uncle 


Aunt 

Data inadequate 


(b) Sister 

(li) Data inadequate 




(aJ V . ' 

- I ’ 

(c) D,E ' 

39 Whatj^thebusineteof^ ^ i 

(a) Teacher ^ i.' ' Wsl^ 

(c) Uwyer . 

(e) None irf these 

40 HownianynialetBeinbi^iaaein 



(a) 4 ms 

(c) 3 id) Data inadequale 

(e) None of these 

Q. 41-50. Head the following conditioto caipf^nUfA 
and answer the questions. The hallowing art fht 
qualifications foratlobnent of hUts to the employees of 4 
certain mganisation. The employee; 

(a) must complete at least 10 years m a unit of the 
organisation out of which atleast 4 years m the 
post of supervision 

(b) there must not be more than 5 family members 

(c) he must have to complete rest alleast 5 years 
whereas the age of retirement is 58 years 

(d) he must not have his own house 

(e) he/she must not stay in his/hw wife or husband's 
house. 

(/) however, fulfilling other conditions except (a) and 
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he must have }omed as a manager, he can be 
recommended to the director-hnance. 

(g) iKcept (c) fulhlllng all the conditions and now he 
must be a general manager, it may be tsent to the 
managing director's recommendaHon 

(h) if he IS transferred from another aty, conditton (fi) 

can be waived ^ 

Basittg on above facts you have to deteraiine die 
situation of selections. Everything is ivdkoned on 31 }oly 
19#2. Answer 

0j> if the employee tan be given a flat 

(b) it the employee can not be given a flat 

(c) if complete information arc lacking 

W) if the case can be sent to the director-finance 

((*) if tlie case can be sent to the managing director 

41 Gita Gukhle has been working m the organisation 
as an otficer foi last 5 years and she has pined 10 years ago 
Her dale of birth is 8 June 1940 She is living with her 
husband and 1 children Her husband or herself has no 
house 

(rt) U (b) U (() J W) □ (f) □ 

42 Kabul Das stays with his wife and 3 children He 
has bcxMi w orking in the organisation since last 12 years out 
ot v\ hich he w as a manager for 3 years 1 lis date of birth is 
2 |ulv 1‘^4'i 1 Ic IS staying in a rented house 

(/7) J (h) J (,) J (d) U (e) □ 

41 Bipin Dhatle has been transferred from another 
office and he is 33 \ears old on 8 February 1992 He has 
been vcorking in the oigani/ation for last 12 years out ot 
\c hich he liad worked as a manager for 10 years His family 
consists ot 4 members Neither his wife nor himself has a 
house 

(n) J (b) J (t) J (d) J (<) J 

44 Salish Agrawal has bec‘n woiking m this office for 
last 13 years BcMdc*. his vc ifo one son and two daughters 
aie the members ot his famih Neither his wife nor himself 
has a Iwuse I lis date of birth is 20 January 1930 

(n) J (f>) U (c) J ((/) J (i) □ 

45 Vikas Kiilkami was 32 on 3tli Mav 1940 He has 
bcx*n working in the organization since last 8 years out ot 
which he w as an officer tor 3 years Mo stayi. with her wife 
and one son Neithei his w ife nor himself has a house 

(a) J (fi) J (i) □ ((/) J (() J 

46 Sinsh Aple has bc’on working m the organiAition 
since last 12 years one of which he has been a manager 
since last 4 years I lis family consists ot 4 members I lis 
wife or himself has nci house He is relinng Irom the or¬ 
ganization in 1998 

(rt) J lb) U (c) J hi) J (i) □ 

47 Ashok Patakar had pined the organization as a 
manager in 1986 and he was 30 on 13th August 1989 1 Iis 
family consists ot4 members Neither his wite ncir himself 
has a house 

hi) J lb) J (f) J hi) □ (0 J 

48 1 lemant Adhikan had pined the organiz.ation as a 
manager 4 \ ears ago 1 le stays with his wife and 2 children 
Neither his w ife nor himself has a house 

320 NOVEMBER 92 COMPETITION MASTER 


' <^) Q% m 0 (cj m t 

rhanager ift was at die She is 

imfluarried, ^ wnth her pareiil»u># iK^a^ house 
ShehasftoHeiise. ' 

W 0 (h) □ (c) U O . ,(<!) U 

^ SudhaKaxtoii3y»nedthe<itganji$attona8adterkin 
t97^ 5 yearn was prunoted to wftt of a 

Supervisor, She stays with her hu^iid atld Zemtdren m a 
rented hous^ and she has not her own bouse She had 
appbed for a Flat c«i 23 April 1991 

(a) U (W □ (f) U Id) Q (e) U 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 




It could be cither 




2 . 

(h) 

3 lb) 4 

(h) 

5 

(f) 

6 

(e) (should be JPR) 7 

(d) 

8 

(c) 

9 

Id) 

10 Id) tl 

(d) 

12 

(d) 

13 

h) 






14 le) I he words are ANT and TAN 
13 lb) 

16 to 20 These cjuestions arc best solved by drawing 
figures of all the possible situations and then 
reaching the final concludion 


16 0>) 



17 hi) 


18 hi) 

19 h) 


20 Id) 


21 (fi) 

24 la) 




22 (a) 

23 (,.) 


23 (c) 
26 lb) 
30 la) 


&■) 


27 lb) 


28 lb) 29 la) 30 la) 

31 (t) International data and rate ot increase are missing 

32 lb) Since lack of amenities has been mentioned in old 

cibcs, it could be so to some extent in all urban 
areas 

33 lb) 34 (c) 33 (e) 

36 to 40 The statements establish very few relationships 
except the stated ones 


36 

Id) 

37 (d) 

38 (c) 

39 

(e) 

40 

Id) 

41 (fi) 

42 (ai 

43 

lb) 

44 

<0 

45 (h) 

46 («i) 

47 

(rf) 

48 

(c) 

49 (a) 

30 (t) 





Ifi! 

he i\ 

eipcrtani 

het/peninskoen 



fte. This 





n 









tm 

Isoh 

dp in the 

•remston of m 


Haiet 

mied m bt^i 





past montm 


1. With Which country Indi«i 
recently establl^htid diplomatic ties? 

2. What is"Operation Rhiiio"? 

3. Wl^> is tive leader of tiie 
kari Sang^tfiani 

4. What do^ the abbreviation 
VSNL stand for? 

5. What does the Dunkel plan re¬ 
late to? 

6. Name the I!H^BCto^General of 

GATT (General Agreement on Tkriffs 
and Trade). " ■ 

7. Name the two places of India 
where the Presses for printing of 
bank notes are located. 

8. What is "Swaran Kalash"? 

9. Why was Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI) shut 
down by the Bank of England in July 
1991? 

10. Name the Chairman of Amnes¬ 
ty International? 

11. What is Fairgrowth Financial 
Services? 

12. Who captained the Indian 
Hockey team in the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics? 

13. What does Project Unigauge re¬ 
late to? 

14. Name the Winner of the men's 
tide of the 1992 Wimbledon Tennis 
Championship. 

15. For what purpose was the 
Janakiraman ComWttee set-up? 


16. WhamG-7?:r 

17. Name India's tii$t fai»t-bieedier 
research reactor. 

18. WhoisfheheadofKHhMnance 
■ Commission? 

19. Where was Sunmtit 

held in June '92? Wroti Was tb^ pun- 
pbWxrf this summit? 

20. Ut^er the Indian CcHistituticm 
who decides the share of divide 
taxes between the Centre and States? 

21. On what date is World En¬ 
vironment Day celebrated? 

22. What is the total membership 
of UN? 

23. What did Woods Despatch 
(1853) relate to? 

24. Who is the ninth President of 
India? 

25. Name the 18-yean-old South 
Korean girl who became the first gold 
medallist at the 25th Olympic Games, 
held at Barcelona, Spain? 

26. Name the President of Interna¬ 
tional Olympic Association (IOC)? 

27. Who has been awarded the 
Lata Mangeshkar Samman for 1992? 

28. What is new name of Burma? 

29. What is the name of Samadhi of 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi? 

30. Who is the Democrat nominee 
for the 1992 US Presidential elec¬ 
tions? 

31. Who is the author of the book 
Rajiv? 


34. 'WH«»^'tiwii^., 
mit held laSepi^b#^h 

35. NanwtfietWd 

which ' receiitiy’ 
d^>tomatic nttitiWis |^r a 

■■ 

371 What does the abbre^ait^'^ 
N^stand 6aW 

33> Name die ^djdtial bf Bosnia- 

39. the jndtan%»ac8 Research (>- 
gar^ittiun (IS^O) {dans to send a 
missinn> by 2000 AD, to which 
planet? 

40. How many Nuclear Power 
plants have been set-up by the 
Department of Atomic Energy? 

41. What was the name of the Mas¬ 
cot of the Barcelona Ol 3 rmpic Games? 

42. Which Indian satellite was 
launched on March 19,1975? 

43. Name the first India-made 
satdHte. 

44. Who was Kanan Devi? 

45. What does Maastricht treaty re¬ 
late to? 

46. What was the purpose of 
Prasar Bharati Act? 

47. Who is the Deputy-Chairman 
of tile Rajya Sabha? 

48. Who is President of Russia? 

49. Which country has won the 
1992 Thpmas Cup? 

50. For excellence in which field 
are Dronachaiya awards given? 
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2» it is the code natn^ giiw to 
tttditoi Army operations agatost the^ 
ll^tod Liberation Front of Assain' 
<ULFA). 

3. Shared Joshi 

4. Mdesh Satichar Nigam Ltd. 

5ii bunkel xelatea to patont 
protection and tex^ trade tibeialisa* 
tiwt 

6. ArthurDunkd. 

7. Nasik and Dewas. Reserve 
Bank of India is installing two new 
note presses at Mysore and Salloni 
(West Bengal). 

8. "Swam Kalash" is a deposit 
scheme of State Bank of Iitdia to cater 
exclusively to the needs of rural and 
semi-urban people. It was laimched 
on February 1,1992. 

9. BCCI has been accused of char¬ 
ges including money laundering, 
bank rolling, arms trafficking and 
political bribery. 

10. Ms Anette Fischer. 

11. It is a S-year-old company 
floated by late B. Ratnakar, former 
Chairman of Canara Bank. The cx)m- 
pany has been charged of involve¬ 
ment in the bards scam. 

12. Pragat Singh. 

13. Project Unigauge of Indian 
Railways was dedicated to the nation 
by Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao on July 3,1992. Under the project 
a total of 28,000 km of metre-gauge 
route will be converted to broad- 
gauge. 

14. Andre Agassi of USA. 

15. ft, was set-up by the RBI to in- 

vestignto irregulatifies in the banking 
systenrt #nd to investigate into the 
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lo. G-7 la group of wbridh serycn - 
leading industrialised nations— 
USA, Germany, Jatoah, UK, Canada,- 
France and Italy. G'7 wa& oiig^ted 
by President VaterV Giscard 
Eyestaing of France in 1^ to tackle 
the tirst oil crisis. 


17. Dhniva. 

18, K.C.JPant. 

19 . Rio-de-Janeiro, capital of 
Brazil, The purpose of the summit 
was to initiate global response to en¬ 
vironmental pollution and loss of 
forest wealth. 

20. Hnemce Conunission. 

21. June 4. 

22. 179. (Recently Yugoslavia has 
been dismissed as member of UN 
thus bringing down the membership 
to 178). 

23. Woods Despatch related to the 
educational reforms. 

24. Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma. 

25. Yeo Kab-Soon. She took the 
gold medal in the women's rifle com¬ 
petition. 

26. Juan Antonio Samaranch. 

27. Yesudas. 

28. Myanmar. The capital's name 
has been changed from Rangoon to 
Yangoon. 

29. Vir Bhumi 

30. BiUCUnton. 

31. Mrs Sonia Gandhi. 

32. Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 

33. Ms Shelja. She belongs to 
Haryana. 

34. Jakarto/Indonesia. 


il. vW*' I 


■ 36 i' "Goldietf')i»^d#^'^ is the 
pdftcy of pay»^ ol lajige sums of 
money to person? <^ng for volun¬ 
tary retirement, aft« a certain period 
Of service. This policy helps 
'^ployers to get rid or staff render^ 
svffpius by adoption of latest technol- 

ogy- 

37. fiehm Rozgar Yojna, 

38. iSiirajevo. 

39. Mercury. 

40. Five 

41. Gobi. 

42. Aryabhatta. 

43. INSAT-2A. • 

44. Legendry Bengali film actress. 

45. It relates to economic and 
political unification of Europe. 

46. To provide autonomy to AIR 
and Doordarshan. 

47. Dr (Mrs) Najma Heptullah. 

48. Boris Yeltsin. 

49. Malaysia. 

50. The award is given to coaches 
for outstanding work on a constant 
basis in three consecutive years. 
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Tfw IQfft c^^AM I omtifSji 

Ik hi at Jahtrta catit/ to Scptmher ms 
nlvil aa. an mtpn">'<ivc :>ltkni> from 
miimi But ha'> the Noth 

all lilted MomoiOtt entchtid stronger 
o'li’i the simtmd? Opuiioii> vary mi tins 
t]iu sliivt The ptopthiiiton pr dt>i,u<iaiou 
i- 7 /ft' lakai ta '>tinm(t /iff» ihtjmted a 
nexv lip and nciv wf^otir to Hk Non 
ilix’ited Moimncnt" 

MrA Sir, I think there is. no 

doubt In the minds of ali the 
developing countries' lettders tltat 
NAM has received a oew life as a 
result of the Jakarta summit winch 
was attended by no fewer than 108 
countries, with China—the renam¬ 
ing Communist gianH®-ipdTepre- 
sentatives of some international 
institutions as observers Ihe Indian 
Prune Minister, Mi Narasimha Rao 
IS not m the habit of indulging in 
empty boasts or making tall claims 
But he remarkcftl after the Jakarta 
summit that the session had 
breathed a new life into the Non- 
aligned Mo\ ement and had put it 
on the rails again" Its important 
role in the post Cold War world is 
being increasingly realised The 
Jakarta Message and IX'claration 
called for shaping a new world and 
a new international order through 
the irreplaceable role of the United 
Nations A high-level group of non- 
aligned nations was set up at the 
summit and was entrusted with the 
task of drawing up concrete 
proposals for the restructuring and 
democratisation of the UN system 
The Message also indicated the for¬ 
mation of a pint committee to coor¬ 
dinate the efforts and strategies 
with the "Group of 77" which has 
Similar aims as the entire develop- 


! ''■li \ 


South coo|W*atlofh Is ^ sought 
for thelwnpftt of thei^ge 
of countries situai^ ifi tWs vast 
region, the NAM session tugenlty 
calk'd upon the develdpcrf 
countries to ensure,^ without huthjw 
delay, a balanced and equitable con¬ 
clusion of the Uruguay Round 
which should take into account the 
interest of all parties, espeCi^ly the 
developing ci>utitnes. The ^un^t 
rightly observed that a shfft of fot^us 
in international relations toward^ 
strengthening multilateral coopera¬ 
tion for development had hecome 
indispensable I would also draw 
the attention of this House to the 
call for abandonment of the veto 
power of the ScTunty Council's per¬ 
manent members which has led to 
many undesirable situatuins and 
preventc-d justice from being done 
The veto power has thwarted 
several well-conccivcd plans of the 
Third World and helped the Big 
Powers to mamtain their hegemony 
The summit also adopted several 
highly commendable proposals 
Thus NAM performed its duty 
remarkably well We must not try to 
belittle the performance of the high- 
level gathering at Jakarta and the 
consistent labour the participants 
put in with a view to piomoting the 
welfare of a mapnty of the world 
population NAM has a bright fu¬ 
ture 


MrB 


While I have no mten- 
tion to belittle theeoittents of the 
much-publicised Jakarta Message 
and the Declaration, I think 1 must 
point out the utter futility of pass¬ 
ing high-sounding resolutions and 



justwdqql) 

Hav^ suEhfiallii; 
ffomvarkHi^pfa 
World/ ind afeq ftic^ Xi 

forum of the 

tnade any htipa'd wicfdi thelM^ ^ 
on the Ppwers ttUU col^trol tM 
world's destiny of madoalRy , 

fertmee to these ppwer^ctoessed ' ^ 

owntdes' Selfish policies? nvuell’ 
expendittire was hucurred on hdJd- 
ing the Jakarta sununit add a whhle 
week was spent on the deliberations 
there. But I am. afraid the net 
achievemenh) were nothing to boast 
of There was a split over the aim- 
plex issim of Yugoslavia and the 
NAM summit did little to prevent 
the mass slaughter of innocent 
people being earned on there week 
after week There is endless turmoil 
m Kabul, a non-aligned country 
which was represented at the sum¬ 
mit by the hapless Afghans' Presi¬ 
dent Did the summit talks help 
even in the slightest degree to re¬ 
store peace to that troubled land’ 
Again, thousands of people—men, 
women and children—have been 
starving to death in Somalia Did 
the Jakarta summit participants do 
anything to provide relief to the 
famine-stricken masses there’ They 
did not Instead they merely ex¬ 
pressed concern over the tragedy 
and asked the Western countries to 
send ftx)d and medicines to the sore¬ 
ly troubled people of Somalia The 
harsh reality is that the NAM 
countnes do not have either the 
resources or the requisite umty of 
purpose and firm determination to 
help even member-countritei belong¬ 
ing to their own fraternity there is 
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no «ign of tht* "new spirit" of 
whjcfKtfvcral NAM leaders talked 
ot at the summit The Wcsteni na¬ 
tions took little notiLO tit the repeti¬ 
tive speeches delivered at the 
Jakarta session Tht. v just ignored 
the event, as they liave been doing 
all these years whenever NAM ses¬ 
sions are held I leel, therefore, that 
the expense and the energies used 
up at Jakarta should have been 
utilised more fruitfully bv rushing 
aid tt) the needy masses of Somalia, 
the hard hit but brave people of Af¬ 
ghanistan, and of certain ruined 
areas of Yugoslavia Mere resolu¬ 
tions achieve little If lengthy, high- 
sounding resolutions in which the 
NAM countries specialise could 
solve the world's problems, we 
would have been living m a happy 
world by now Unfortunately, that is 
not the case The world is not an 
inch nearer that goal since the Jakar¬ 
ta summit 


MrC Sir, mv predecessor 

Mr B, has lett no stone unturned in 
his bid to mock at the NAM sum¬ 
mit but I don t think those present 
in this House w ill be earned away 


by his spurious arguments Let us 
be realistic and take into account 
the limited resources of the non- 
aligned nations and their economic 
and political handicaps Such is the 
unec]ual division of resources m this 
world that prosperity is confined to 
a handful of countries while the rest 
of the woi Id has constantly to face 
formidable challenges demanding 
the utmost attention the govern¬ 
ments there can give 1 hose who 
i]ui stion the relevance of NAM in 
the post C old War world apparent¬ 
ly Ignore the realities of the present 
situation It IS futile to argue that in 
the present world, especially with 
the collapse of the Soviet empire, 
NAM IS an anachronism On the 
contf^liy, all imjjiartial observers of 
the mteitiational scene hold the 
view that NAM is needed more 


that! ever beofrei Just fmogme fvljat 
the Intemationid «fcenarid wotdd be 
like if NAM had not been theite to 
voice the aspirations 0 / the needj? 
and depriv^ world! tn its absec^ 
the US, the sole sutvivmg giant bf 
the West, would be able to dkuite 
Us terms to others {except the strong 
countries such as Japan, Germany 
and France It is NAM that in efl^ect 
rc*strajns the hand of the mightiest 
power NAM provides a useful plat¬ 
form which the majonty of the 
countries are naturally disinclint'd 
to abandon I would like to stress 
that it was at Accra over a year ago 
that NAM Foreign Ministers 
visualised a new world, it was there 
that the shape of the new world 
after the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union and end of Warsaw Pact, be¬ 
came clearer Have the critics of 
NAM, been able to explain why the 
world's weak and poor countries 
(some are not very pcxir) have stuck 
together in NAM and held a sum¬ 
mit every three years, with oc¬ 
casional sessions of the NAM 
countnes' Foreign Ministers^ NAM 
IS now the only organisation that 
can forcefully pul up, because of its 
large follow mg, proposals for 
restructuring the United Nations 
and for introducing changes m the 
absolute power of the Security 
Council s permanent members 
NAM is certainly playing a useful 
role in speakmg up for the world's 
countless 'have-nots" m a blatantly 
selfish world It is also to be noted 
that more and more NAM countries 
will henceforth kxik to India for mpa*- 
senting their cause because Yugos- 
lavm IS V irtually finished as a distinct 
political enhty The ovemding desire 
among NAM countnes is to enable 
NAM to survive at this crucial junc¬ 
ture Surely, they have a definite pur¬ 
pose m view and are more realistic 
than those who would like to 
demolish the structure 


MrD 


I disagree wnth Mr C 


, A > 

and wipuld likb to^isk scHtie per- 
tiitentqueabons. What has NAM 
achiev^ all these years since it 
eame mto existence following the ef¬ 
forts of N^u, Nasser and T^o? 
Have the Big Powers res^nded to 
any pf the demarute and the "calls" 
the Nam summits make? Actually, 
Nam is currently facmg a crisis of 
idetttily. Its members are not clear 
m Hienr minds about the future role 
of this movement JMo wonder, 
Egypt, one ot the founders of NAM 
(Nasser was one of the tno that ^ 
once mattered much! is now sug 
gestmg that NAM shoidd change 1 '' 
name and policy and merge itself 
with the "Group of 77" which is 
probably more acceptable to the 
powers that be The three other 
countnes which support Fgypt's 
standpomt are Iran, Tunisia and 
Libya There may be more countnes 
which are only half-hearted sup¬ 
porters ot this movement in the now 
intcrnahonal situation Moreover, 
there is a split, though not open, 
among the members Tliey could 
not agrtv even on the important 
issue of Yugoslavia Besides, some 
of the aims ot NAM have aheady 
been achieved, such as decolonisa 
turn, end of imperialism and grant 
of freedom to several oppressed 
countnes Racism and apartheid 
have ended in South Afnca 1 he 
winds of democracy are blowing all 
ovci the world 1 hese were the 
onginal aims of NAM I might also 
ask why China was allowed to be¬ 
come an observer at the Jakarta 
summit when it is well known that 
Beijing still blocks the progicss of 
democracy and cares little for basic 
human rights Why was China s 
policy, which continues to smack ot 
dictatorship and authontananism, 
not condemned at Jakarta’ Isn't 
NAM as divisive and hypcKntical 
as the mighty powers it repeatedly 
condemns’ I think those who think 
a reinvigorated NAM can prove to 
be a force to be reckoned with are 
living in a dream world 


I 
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TodsfCMi Services, are cmsidmd 
lo be 0}ie the most Wveted and sou^t--. 
(itfer services in the eofititry. The Chit 
Services Examidativn which is held 
reel 1 / year by the Union Public Sendee 
Coiiiniission fUPSC), is one of the most 
fitly contested competitions. Through 
\ . IS examination 700 to 1000 posts are 
'rd up in various prestigious services 
I to Grotip-A and Group-B and 

T 2 lakh candidates take this examina- 
I’li every year. . 

The Career 

Civil Services offer excellent 
r.trocr opportunities in various top 
services of the' Central Government 
including All India Services like In- 
. Jian Administrative Service (IAS) 
,ind Indian Police Service (IPS), 

( Central Civil Services (Group-A) and 
' otlier Group-B Services. A candidate 
.selected for All Intlia Services and 
Central Civil SeiS^ices with 
favourable age at recruitment and 
good performance in the service 
career may expect to reach the 
highest position in the cadre like 
Cabinet Secretary in the I.A.S., Direc¬ 
tor General/Commandant General 
in the I.P.S. and Foreimi Secretary in 
the Indian Foreign Service (I.F.S.). 
Group-B services also offer very good 
career prospects and after a few years 
of services, a Group-B officer is 
nominated/promoted to Group-A 
services. 

The combineci Civil Service's Ex¬ 
amination is conducted every year 
for recruitment to the following 
posts/services; 

Group-A Services 

(a) Indian Administrative Service 
(I.A.S.). 

(b) Indian Police Service (I.P.S.). 

(c) Indian Foreign Services (I.F.5.). 

(d) Indian Customs and Central Ex¬ 
cise Service. 

(e) Indian Income Tax Service. 

(ft Indian Audit and Account Ser- 


(g) AiJticmW Ifervice. 

(h) tiyiii^n Postal S^ice. 

U) Indiiap P T Accounts and 
Finance Service. 

<;) Indian Ordnant» Factories Ser¬ 
vice, 

(k) Indian Defence Estate Service. 

{/) Indian Civil Accounts Service. 

(m) Indian Railway Accounts'"Ser¬ 
vice. 

(n) Indian Railway Traffic Service. 

( 0 ) Indian Railway Personnel Ser¬ 
vice. 

(p) Central Trade Service. 

Uj) Central Information Service. 

( 7 ) Asstl. Security Officer in Railway 
Protection Force. 

Group-B Services 

ill) Central Secretariat Service (Sec¬ 
tion Officers). 

{b) Delhi and Andaman and Nicobar 
Civil Service. 

(r) Delhi and Andaman and Nicobar 
f’olice Service. 

id) Pondicherry Civil Service. 

((’) Pondicherry Police Service. 
if) Customs 'Appraisers' Service. 

(g) Railway Board Secretariat Ser¬ 
vice. 

ill) Armed Forces Headc]uarters 
Civil Service. 

(/) Assistant Commandant in 
Central Industrial Security Force 
(CISF). 

Scheme of Examination 

The U.P.S.C. conducts Civil Ser¬ 
vices Examination every yean which 
has three stages; 

(;) Prelintrinajy Examination (Ob¬ 
jective Type) apt Main Examination 
{Hi) Personal loilcs'view. Graduates 
from any discipline from recognised 
Universities or candidates holding 
equivalent qualificl'Hons are eligible 


21 yeari' fhoitg lip^ 

age limit hait Rep ^ucCuatii^ during 
the recent ytonf. tlpjpk.age Itmil is 
relaxed by S'.yearsMtl case of 
Scheduled Caste (SCJ, S^eduliwi 
Tribe (ST) and Ex-serViceii^ri Can¬ 
didates. Every candidate isaltowed 
a maximum bf three chances. The 
examination also has. usual resetvei- 
tion for the SC/STcandidatasas|>®r. 
rules. • , ' , ■■ i'-, 

Preliai^ary Exaininlittpu 
Prehroinary Examination is basibsdly - • 
an Objwtive Type (Multiple Chbice , 
Answers) screening test 
amlnation alms at .shbri-llsrinlf^ ’ 
genuinely serious tO,(W0 ^ddidn^ V 
for the .main examinallort. This e^-*' 
amination has two papei;S Which are 
usually held on second Sunday' of 
June every year. Despite one compul¬ 
sory paper of General Studies carry¬ 
ing 1.50 miwks, the candidates are 
required to offer one optional subject 
carrying 300 marks. Performance of a 
candidate is judged out of these 450 
marks, on the basis of which first 
10,000 are declared qualified. The 
candidates may offer one optional 
subject out of Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary Science, 
Botany, Chemistw, Civil Engineer¬ 
ing, Commerce, Economics, Electri¬ 
cal Engineering, Geography, 
C«eology, indUm History, I.aw, Math¬ 
ematics, Mechanical Engineering, 
Philosophy, Physics, Political 
Science, Psychology, Public Ad¬ 
ministration, Sociology, Statistics and 
Zcx)logy. The syllabus for the option¬ 
al subject is equivalent to that of de¬ 
gree level. 

Main Examination: Result of 
Preliminary Examination is usually 
declared by the end of July and all ■ ^ 
those who qualify this examination- 
then have to take the main examiAat>i., : , 
tion which is normally held in,Oc* 
tober every year. This examination is. ; 
conventional (descriptive) type and 
has eight papers as under; - , 

,1 , ' 
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Paper-U 

Paper-Ill 

IMper-lV 

Paper-V 

Paper-VI 

Papor-VII 


Paper-I One of the Indian Lan¬ 

guages out of all lan- 
. guages contained in the 

^ Highth Schtxiule of the 

Constitution. 

Paper-ll English. 

Paper-Ill General Studies—I. 

Paper-1 V Genial Studies—11. 

Paper-V First Optional—I. 

Paper-VI First Optional—^11. 

Papor-Vll Second Optional—1. 

Paper-VlII Second Optional—11. 

Each of the above papers carry 

300 marks. Paper-I and Paper-ll (In¬ 
dian language and English) are of 
Matriculation standard and are 
qualifying in nature. Maries obtained 
by the candidates in these two papers 
are not included in their score of main 
examination. Rest of six papers i.e. 
Papor-lII to Paper-VllI carry 1800 
marks in all. (300 marks in each 
paper). Paper-111 (General Studies-1) 
covers Modern Indian fiistory, 
thoughts of Gandhi, Nehru and 
Tagore, Indian Culture, current na¬ 
tional and international affairs and 
statistical analysis, graphs and 
diagrams. Paper IV (General Studios- 
11) covers the questions on Indian 
Political System, Constitution, Indian 
Economy including Planning, Geog¬ 
raphy and role and impact of science 
tind teihnology m Indian develop¬ 
ment 

The candidates are required to 
choose two optional subjects (two 
papers each) out of the following sub¬ 
jects: 

(;) Agriculture, (/O Animal Hus¬ 
bandry and Veterinary Science, (nV) 
Anthropology, iiv) Botany, (v) 
Chemistry, (tv) Commerce and Ac¬ 
countancy, (ivi) Economics, iviii) 
Electrical Engineering, (/\) Geog¬ 
raphy, (.v) Geology, (\() History, (an/) 
Law, (\///) Literature of one regional 
language, (\iv) Management, (rr) 
Mathematics, {xvi) Mechanical En¬ 
gineering, ixvii) Philosophy, (xviit) 

1 Physics, Ixix) Political ScieiKe and In- 
' ternational Relations, (av) Psychol- 
\^y, (.\w) Public Administration, 
(xxii) Sociology, (xxiit) Statistics, 
ZoojBgy. 

‘nie^svliabus for all above papers 
is nonil^y of the honours degree 


Interview: Candidates ^ual to 
double the numbers of vacancies ato 
normally declafed qualified egit of 
10,0(X) candidates who apjteAr in the 
main examination. Result of mato ex¬ 
amination is normally declared in 
March. AH candidates who qualify 
the main examination are then inten- 
viewed by the U.P,S.C. in April/May. 
U.P.S,C. conducts these interviews 
through several Interview Boards 
and the Board has complete record of 
the career of the candidates at the 
time of interview. Main objective of 
personal interview is to judge the 
suitability of a candidate for civil ser¬ 
vices, The Board usually looks for the 
qualities like mental capabilities, as¬ 
similation power, analytical 
capabilities, originality of views on 
various current national and interna¬ 
tional events, clarity, expression, 
balance of judgement and depth of 
interests. As an aspirant for top most 
services of the country, the can¬ 
didates are also expected to have a 
fairly sound knowl^ge of planning, 
budgeting, current economic 
problems, Indian Constitution and 
important aspects of Indian Political 
System, even though Economics and 
Political Science are not offered by 
the candidate as optional .subjects. 
Similarly, the arts students are also 
expected to have a working 
knowledge of various applied 
aspects of science and technology in 
India as well as in the world. 

The competition being very 
tough, persona! interview plays a 
vital role in determining the final 
merit of a candidate. The interview 
carries 250 marks and marks ob¬ 
tained in the interview are then 
added to the marks obtained in the 
main examination to draw a final 
merit list out of a maximum of 250 
marks. The chances of a candidate 
who appears in the interview, to find 
his name in the final list of selected 
candidates are 50 : 50. Hence one has 
to prepare for the interview 
thorougnly. , 

Final result is usually declared 
somewhere in July. On the basis of 
rank of a candidate in the merit list 
and choice of service exercised by 
him/her, a particular service is al¬ 


lotted to a Caddld^te. Brst 

2(X1 candidates tody ekpdct to get into 
IAS, IPB and IPS, dofwding tto the 
rank arid choice Of gaining, 

horinaUy istairts by 'AiqgUft. for th^ 
select^ candidates.' 

Coachix^ and . 

j There are seveiial ittstlh|tes/or-| 
ganisation all oyer the country that 
impart pre-examination coaching foi 
civil services examination for all 
three stages i.c. prelinrinaiy examina 
tion, main cxaTn|nation and person^ 
interview. Ministry of Wdfare, Go\, 
of India runs free pre-examinatii ' 
coaching classes for Scheduled Cast 
and Scheduled Tribe candidates in a) 
the States/Union Territories through 
various Universities and State Train¬ 
ing Institutes. Such coaching is alsu 
available to general category can¬ 
didates on payment of nominal fee. It 
is recommended that fresh can¬ 
didates should take some coach- 
ing/guidan<» before venturing into 
this examination. 

The examination being highly 
competitive, needs thorough 
preparation and careful planning. It 
is, therefore, recommended that a 
candidate must study at least 8 to 10 
hours everyday right from the day 
he/she fills up the form for prelimi¬ 
nary examination. Regular reading of 
a standard competition magazine 
like "The Competition Master” is 
strongly recommended to keep 
abreast with latest happenings all 
over the world. Though every can¬ 
didate has three chances to qualify 
the examination, yet the candidates 
must endeavour to get into the ser¬ 
vice in the first attempt itself. Last, 
but not the least, it is emphasized that 
qualifying this examination is tough 
but not impossible. Every year 
hundreds of candidates get into civil 
service and a large number out of 
them are mtxiiocre students. What 
one really needs to pass this examina¬ 
tion is firm determination, self-con¬ 
fidence, dedication, well-planned 
preparation and hard work. 

Most of other details regarding 
syllabus and other aspects of ex¬ 
amination are available in the adver¬ 
tisement which appears in the 
"Employment News". 
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Discontentment: 
Main-spring of Progress 


liscontentment—^Ihe first 
in progress 

^ fair amount of gripping » c, 

I pinch of distress, is a wonderful 
I “ig It IS a healthy and a good way 
• n'let off steam Div-satisfactioh with 
the sfriti/s (jtio leads to improvements 
iiut then we have progress Intel- 
ligLiit constructive discontent is the 
nain-spnng of progress It is the first 
p in the progress of a man 

There is a divine discontent that 
ts things are not as good as they 
night, and iheerfully accepts the 
ii.illenge to do something to make 
ht m better, in the enlivening spirit of 
game in which you may receive 
lard knocks, and can tal*’ them un- 
deterred, because you have your 
iinind foiusscd on the ball and the 
goal IS itill betoie you The game is 
111 vtT lost till uun Bovine vontenl 
meiit with the things as they arc is a 
signotfailure Edisonsaid,"Rcslless- 
ntss is discontentment and discon¬ 
tentment is the first necessity of 
progress Show' me a thoroughly 
satisfied man—and f will show you 
lailuro" 

Every cloud has a silver 
lining 

T his means that every prospect, 
however grim, has its hopehil 
side So, don t be down-hcaited 
I here is a story of a great sculptor 
eying keenly and thoiightfull) an 
amorphous block or marble, because 
he could "sev an angel in it" That is 
the way to cast off apathy always to 
expect some good purpose in every 
situation of your life Make it a habit, 
,a way ot IcKiking at things Never 
give up, press on 

^ Develop fear-challenging bc*- 
haviour "Fear simply does not exist 


out there m the world. It w «>methmg 
that you do to yourself by thinking 
fearful thoughts and having fearful 
expectations " A fear-based per¬ 
sonality immobilizes you and keeps 
you from operating Jreom strength 
Instead of a dynamo you become a 
cabbage All your fear-thoughts like 
'ITI fail', T'll look stupid', 'f'tn not 
sure', 'I'll lose everything'—arc 
purely 'head trips' the disasters 
you visualize rarely happen l^-all 
the words of the ancient sage who 
said, "I am an old man and Tve had 
many troubles most of which never 
happened " 

Failures: stepping stones to 
success 

T I lOSf who believe in success and 
refuse to bt'liove in defeat are not 
dismayed by failutes Tor them, 
tailuios become stepping stones to 
success riiey nev ei lose sight ot their 
goals and aims, whatever the 
obstacles that may come m their way 
In leality you will seldom have a 
problem that you don't already know 
how to solve Some problems appear 
formidable but are not really so Ap¬ 
pearances are deceptive As a rule, 
we rarely come across problems or 
situations that we arc not capable of 
answering and meeting We should 
start doing something about our 
problems like the farmer who, for 
fifty years was plagued by a big rock 
in his field Finally, tired of being 
plagued by this obstruction, he 
decided to take positive action He 
prized it Icxise with no effort at all 
because it was only about a foot deep 
It looked much more formidable than 
It really was, since the farmer had 
been judging solely by the size of its 
outer appearance He thought he 
couldn't move it, ahd he could not— 
just because he had never tried 


Road blocH lilt ouif' con¬ 
sciousness only Wost of' our 
problems are not aS deep atn^ 
destructive as they appear to be, if 
only we give them the rigirt Sorb of 
attention, if we are honest with ouf'- 
selves and do something 4bout them 
earnestly 

Positive value ot troubles 

T roubles have a positive value 
They act as stimulants and spurs 
to productive thinking and creative 
action They have an undoubted 
educative value They Introduce a 
man to himself They are followed by 
a reaction which produces a cheerful 
glow of spirit They are .1 first rale 
tonic for the mind 

Suectss or failure in the realiza¬ 
tion of an aim or goal is dctcrmmeii 
by one's taith or lack ot it 1 aith sup 
plies the stamina and the guts It is 
the supreme quality one nevds in the 
battlefield of life It contains the 
dynamism to keep one going when 
the going IS hard It is the great sec ret 
of never being "defeated by the div 
cou raging vicissitudes of the game " 

An action-onented posihve at¬ 
titude built on the rock of taith 
towards life's problems and difficul¬ 
ties can remove all obstacles, (>ver- 
comc all difficulties, and dear all 
hurdles in the* path leading to our 
aims and gixils The presence of this 
faith makes all the difference be¬ 
tween success and failure 

The tough minded man believes 
in success, not in defeat Nothing can 
shake such a man's faith in himself, 
no wet blanket can dishearten him or 
break his spirit When advised not toT 
become a lawyer, since the professMXV 
was overcrowded, David VwhsHm 
replied," There is always rcfpm at the 
top " That IS the sort of attitude that 
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4 )j»ys rich dividends, 

4<|fe has its ups and downs 

L ife «» a HurIIo race, m»t a happy 
hunting ground nor a land of 
lotUN-catcrb. ft has its ups and downs. 
These are the obstacles and difficul¬ 
ties to be surmounted. Weslumld twt 
be cowed down by difficulties or 
quiril lx»f<»re obstacles. The fust thing 
ti>dt» about an obstacle is to stand up 
to it, and not to grumble about it or to 
bt' weighed down by it but to torth- 
nghtly attack it. Don't go crawling 
through life on your hands and knees 
half-defeated. Stand up to your 
obstacles, and do something about 
them. You will discover that they 
have not half tht' strength you think 
they have. Tire first blow is half the 
battle. 

Those who fight with courage, 
with the determination to win, taking 
obstacles and difficulties in their 
stride are ultimately victorious. 

From apathy switch over to 
expectation 

A pathy means "absence of feel¬ 
ing or emotion, indifference, pas¬ 
sionless existence, indoleiu e of mind, 
a withdrawal of feeling." ft may 
begin as playing it ctxil, a studied 
practice ot being unconcerned and 
unaftected "Apathy operating like 
Freud's 'death instinct' is a gradual 
letting go of involvement until one 
finds that life itself has gone by." In 
his All Outline of P&xfclioaimtysis, 
Freud observed, "We may suppose 
that the final aim of the destructive 
instinct is to reduce living things to 
an inorganic state For this rea,son we 
may tall it the death instinct." The 
utterly apathetic person says, 
"couldn’t care loss" [ iis statement is 
the withdrawal of will, a suspension 
of commitment Apathy leads to 
emptiness and makes one Kss able to 
survive, lYolonged apathy becomes 
sooner or later a character state, an 
attitude towards life 

Apathy is the slow poisoning of 
‘fucct'sS or growth or progress. And 
^ much or it is absolutely lethal to 
or one's acceptable goal in 

Ap^hy is the opposite of will 

v.jV,#--' 
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and iove, ft harntfui feeling of 
empHm^ or vacuityt "The huinah 
being caTimrt five in a Condition of 
emptiness for very lont if he is not 
growing towards apm^ing he does 
not merely stagnate; the pent-up 
potentialities turn into morbidity 
and despair and eventually into 
destructive activities." 

the syndrome of apathy has 
these symptoms: lack of ambition; 
willingness to tolerate poverty, ac¬ 
ceptance of whatever compensation 
life may offer without protest; mental 
and physical la/iness; lack of initia¬ 
tive, imagination, enthusiasm and 
self-control and victim behaviour of 
letting Olliers pull your strings. 

When the apathetic man gets up 
ill the morning, he tells himself: 
"Here's another day. It's going to be 
just like the one before. I suppose we 
shall manage to get through it some¬ 
how." He yawns, he procrastinates; 
he can do it w'hen he will and there¬ 
fore seldom dtK’s it. 

Perhaps the most effective an¬ 
tidote for apathy is the practice of 
courage. "Willingness to confront 
fear is courage" "Courage means 
flying 111 the taco of criticism, relying 
on yourself, being willing to accept 
and learn from the consequences of 
ail your choices It means believing 
('nough in yoursc’lt and m living your 

life as you choose." It means 

daring, taking risks, pulling your 
own strings. 

Look forward. Expect good, big 
things. To live is to move- Get a move 
on. Move heaven and earth to do 
what you want to do "Life", said 
Disraeli, "is too short to belittle " Like 
life, success is a movement. It is a 
joumey, not a destination. Euguene 
Halman, Chairman of Standai^ Oil 
New Jersey, said, "I believe every sin¬ 
cere effort is a sort of turning point. I 
would question whether any sincere 
growing and developing person feels 
at any given point he has 'arrived'. 
You must keep moving on with con¬ 
fidence and yc»u will get through all- 
right." 

' Apathy paralyses the mind; 
hopeful expectation exhilarates it. A 
.switch-over from apathy to bright¬ 
eyed expectation means a change 


oyer to'yibUtii^ 

to 

success, fr^m 
'Icdn'lf toTcanlChptbbistioeimea- 
tion apetis tm twsw It 
thir^ hum. ft gives ytiu a,»^ ptp; 
tive self-image In league wit* 
brightertotnpfrovii'.’ - ^ 

While tatklUtg’^WuV-.problems 
maintain a calm, confident, expect it 
attitude. As Dr N.V. Peale points o* ' 
much of our failure complex is ^ 
really conceded with the formidaDl< 
.situations but with the build-up Ji 
"little negatives" like 'I don't thi"' i 
can do that' or 'I'll never get thro- gh 
this job.' Conversely, positives have a 
powerful effect on building up a 
hopeful approach to problems of life 
To say, "It's going ra be good" (or 
"Everything's turning out fine") is a 
sure way of evoking the law of posi¬ 
tive effects. 

Dr Ernest Jones tells us that 
Freud, father ot psycho-analysis 
absolute confidence in ultimate suc¬ 
cess and happiness. "We shall gi’f 
through all right", is the kind of m i | 
that recurs. "1 can see I need no | 
anxious about the final success of • ay 
efforts, it is purely a matter of how 
long It will take" 

Take the bull by the horns 

When faced by problems meet 
them fearlessly, and do nut try ‘o 
evade them. The bull must be tak n 
by the horns. 

Problems are to be dealt with 
You cannot escape the fact. Trying to 
avoid a problem is an unrealistic at 
titudo Tackle your problems without 
delay. Putting off an easy problem 
makes it hard, and putting off a hard 
problem makes it impossible. 
Procrastination—deferring thin^^, 
from day todoy^vvastes a lot of tim , 
and usually ends in nothing beir •, 
done at all An old boat-man was 
asked "If a man fell this pier would 
he be drowned?" "No" he said, "It's 
not falling into water that drowns a 
man; it's staying there." 

Each one of us has to work out 
his own destiny. In the ultimate 
analysis you and you alone can supp¬ 
ly lluJVital energy and determinano’^ 
that will solve your problems and litf 
you out of the net and into the race. 
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